LAND-SYSTEMS 

OF 

BRITISH INDIA 


BEING 

A MANUAL OF THE LAND-TENURES AND OF THE 
SYSTEMS OF LAND-REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
PREVALENT IN THE SEVERAL PROVINCES 


BY 

B. H. BADEN-POWELL, C.LE. 

F.R.S.E., M.RAS. 

TATE OF THE BENGAL CIVIL SERVICE, AND ONE OF THE |TOGES QF THE 
CHIEF COURT OP THE PANjiB 


WITH MAPS 

VOL. II 

Book 111: THE SYSTEM OF VILLAGE OR MAHAL SETTLEMENTS 


AT THE CLARENDON PRJ^ 



£>;rfer6 

PRINTED AT THE CLARENDON PRESS 

BY HORACE HART, PRINTER TO THE UNIVERSIIY 



NOTE 


SixcE the Chapters on N.-W. P., Oudh, and the Panjdh 
were in print, the following changes have to be noted : — 

Pp. 5 and 8 (also see voL i p. 42). Act XX of 1890 has been 
passed: this removes the Jhansi districts (Jalann, 
Jhansi, Lalitpur) from being ^Scheduled/ The dis- 
tricts are now subject to the ordinary law ; all special 
laws (except that for the relief of Encumbered Estates) 
are repealed (sec. 14). The districts are added to the 
Alhihabad Division. As this Commissionership would 
thus become unwieldy, Jaunpur district is taken from 
it and added to the Benares division; and from the 
latter again, the districts of Gorakhpur, Bastf, and 
Azimgarh are formed into a new ^ Gorakhpur Division ’ 
(head-quarters at Gorakhpur). Benares thus contains 
all the Permanently Settled districts {North-West J?rO’ 

linces Gazette. March 21, 1891, Not. Nos. 

i-“549A 

with etfect from April i, 1891. Correct the district 
table at vol. i. p. 63 accordingly.) 

P. 268. As regards Oudh, Parts II and III of the Act XX 

of 1890 are declared 1890) to 

come into force on January r, 1891. This places Oudh 
(from that date) under the jurisdiction of the Board of 
Eevenue, North -W est Provinces (and Oudh). 

Panjab. p. 594^0^6. The Eules for ^ the temporary exemption^ 
of improvements from assessment in cases where the im- 
provement is made with the aid of a loan granted under 
Act XIX of 1883, have been issued (Not. 653 A, Nov. 
I, 1890), and are printed as an ^addendum’ to Consol. 
Girc. 30 at § 40, page 199 of the volume, 

p. 760. The Circular order on ^Partitions’ is now 
added as No. 64 to the volume of Consol. Cite. 



ERRATA 


P. 21, 1. 15, for Settlements read Settlement 

P, loo und P. 112, L 25, for kli ana- kln lH read yiana-klial 

P. 132, 1. 4, for Qfin^ead could 

Pp* 154) elsewiiere, for ^in<S,m read in’iim 

P. 217, 1. 12, for Tillage villages 

P. 222, I. 15, cMq the htackeiSj and/or enumerated read recorded 
P. 264, last line, /or see § 12 read see Sec. IV. § i 
P. 294, L 4 j/^^ it ought reffd the grant ought 
P. 318, &c. Ajmer should he Ajmer thiourjhout 

P* 379j i* for ^<lt‘' or uncultivated dry read ^at/ uiiirrigated or drv 

P. 386, last lino but one, for voice read sliaro 

P. 430, L 9, for corn land road even land 

P. 471, note, for p. 144 7 cad p. 141 

P. 488, 1 . 11^ for subjects 'lead subject 

P. 678, 1, 3. /o? these jearZtho 

P . 690, note 2, for Maun read Mauu 

P. 700, note 2, /or § 459 read § 45 

P 704, note, far §§ 24-259 read §§ 241, 259 

P. 758, 1. 2, /or deceased outgoingread deceased or outgoing 
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CHAPTEE I 


THE LANB-REYENUE SETTLEMENT (NORTH -WESTERN 
PROYINCES). 


Section I. — iNTRooucTORy. 


§ I. Grouping of Districts in the Drovmce, 

The origia of the 'North-Western Provinces’ as a 
separate Local Government has already been stated in 
Chapter II. VoL I. It need only here be repeated that 
the Province combines five groups of territory separately 
acquired. The annexed map shows these clearly : — 

(i) The old 'Benares Province/ which was permanently 
' settled by an extension of the Bengal Permanent 

Settlement Regulations^, and is represented by 
the present districts of Benares (Ban^ras), the 


^ The Benares Pi*ovince was ac- 
quired in 1775 by treaty from the 
Nawiifo of Oudh. For some years 
it was left in charge of its Mja, 
who paid a fixed tribute or land- 
revenue to the Government. Some 
further changes took place in 1781 ; 
and in 1795 the districts were 
brought under the Regulations and 
Permanently settled. I have men- 
tioned these particulars because in 
different boolis and reports, I have 
found various dates giien for the 
ae<ptisitii^n of Blares.'* There is 
“no doubf that ^eaty of 1775 

•Jif 


gives the real date of the province 
becoming British territory. 

In 1879, that portion of the ^ilzim- 
garh district which had been per- 
manently settled under the Regu- 
lation of 1795 (viz*, the parganas 
Sikandarpur and Bhadion), was 
separated from the rest of the 
district (subsequently acquired and 
temporarily settled). These two 
parganas, along with certain par- 
ganas transferred from Ghazipur 
district and from Bihar (Bengal 
Government), in 1818 and 183a, 
now form the Ballia district. 
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northern part of Mirmpnr, Jannpur, Ghazipiir 
(^fcipnr), and Ballia (Baliy£). 

(2) The 'Ceded Districts/ i.e. ceded hy the Nawdb of 

Oudh in 1801; these are represented by ’Aziingarli 
(i.e, the district as it now is, separated from the 
permanently-settled parganas), Gorakhpur, Basil 
(to the east of the present Ondh Province), All£h- 
dbM, Fatihpur, Cawnpore (Kdhanpur), EMwa, 
MainpM, Etah, Shahjahanpnr, Bnd^on (BacMydn), 
Bareli, PilibMt, Mnradab^d, Eijnanr, and the Ta- 
rdi Parganas. In other words, the ' Ceded Districts ' 
consisted of three districts east of Ondh, the 'Dol.b' 
districts as far north as Etah and Mainpdri, and 
the Eohilkhand districts. 

(3) The ' Conquered Districts/ obtained by the victories 

of Lord Lake (a.b. 1803), and consisting of Agra, 
Muttra (Mathura), ’Aligarh, Bulandshahr, Meenit 
(Mirath), Muzaffarnagar, and Sah^ranpur, The 
' Delhi districts ’ (Delhi, Gurg^on, Rohtak, Hiss^r, 
part of what was then Sirsa, and part of KarnSl) 
were also among the ‘ Conquered districts ’ of 
1803, but, under circumstances created by the 
Mutiny, they were transferred to the Panjab in 
1858, Of that province they are still a pari 

(4) The district of Dehi'a-Ddn (including the hill pargana 

of Jaunsar-Bdwar) and the mountain districts of 
British Garhwdl and Kumion were ceded in 1815, 
after the Naip^l war. 

(5) The Bundelkhand districts, Bdnda and Hamirpur 

(acquired between 1803 and 1817, by a series of 
events, which are detailed clearly and shortly in 
the Administration Report, North--Western Pro^ 
vinces, 1882-83, p. 31), and the districts of JaHun, 
Jhdnsi, and Lalitpur, which were variously ac- 
quired — by lapse, forfeiture, and agreement— 
between 1 840 and later years k 

^ Thee© districts formed part of khand or cotintry of the Btmdeias, 
what U9©d to b© known as Bundel- south of tho Gangw. Th© Bimdolas 
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In dealing with a series of districts presenting such 
differences as these naturally do, some classification must 
be adopted. 

We may, therefore, first separate the permanently-settled 
districts, enumerated in Group (i). We may also separate 
off the districts ‘ Scheduled ’ under Act XIV of 1 874. These 
are — (x) Jh^nsi Division districts — Jhansi, Lalitpur, and 
Jalaun ; (2) the hill country of Kumfion and British Garh- 
wal, and the pargana of J£unsar-Bawar ; (3) the Tar^i 
district at the foot of the hills presenting peculiar features 
of cultivation and climate ; and (4) part of the Mirzapur 
district, consisting of certain * tappas ’ or groups of villages, 
and also the southern part of the district below the Khaimhr 
hill range. 


§ %, The Fernianently-klettled Districts, 

The permanently-settled districts require so little separate 
mention, that I may as weU say what is necessary at once. 
They were subjected in 1795 to system of Settlement 
already formulated under the Bengal Regulations; and 
there is just the same admixture of estates as in Bengal ; 
the bulk being permanently settled, but (owing to the 
Regulations II of 1819 and III of 1828), there being others 
which are ‘taufir’ or excess lands temporarily settled, and 
also lands which were claimed on invalid revenue-free titles. 
These districts, however, have all been completely and 
cadastrally surveyed, and records-of-rights made for each 
‘ mah^D or revenue-paying estate. Nor is it the case that 
all the estates were settled with single Zamind^r-pi'Oprietors. 
In the Fifth Report as well as in Reg. II of 1795? will 
be found a very confused account of the matter — both 
documents affording a good illustration of the ideas of the 
time, and how impossible it was thought that there could 
be any other method of holding land than by a single land- 

were a spurious E^jput clan Ue- tLe British districts. ^ ^ 

scended from a Gahawar prince : ^ Vol. i. p. 59 (Beprint, Madras^, 

there are but few of the caste in 
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lord -with tenants under him. Briefly, what was meant w-as 
this Had the districts been settled in 1793, probably the 
Kajd of Benares would have been settled with as landlord of 
the whole — there would have been a single estate (of forty 
kihhs revenue) ; but, by agreement, he was set aside, and the 
Settlement was made with the ‘village-Zamiadars/ as they 
were called, i.e. the landlord or joint- villages (some of them 
bhaicich^ra communities such as the Eesideiit, Mr. J. Dun- 
can, described in 1796). The headman or representative 
was treated as if he wms the princApal, and the co-sharers 
were inferiors. But the whole body was made jointly liable. 
In some cases persons called ‘Taluqdars’ were acknowledged 
as proprietors and Settlement-holders, because *they had 
obtained the overlordship over several villages. These were, 
in fact, nothing more than the subordinate chiefs, or rela- 
tions of the Raja’s family, or courtiers who had received 
grants for their support within the Raja’s domain, or repre- 
sented minor estates held in ‘ feudal ’ subordination to the 
Rdj^, They had acquired the position of landlords over the 
heads of the village bodies. Other parts of the Permanently- 
settled districts (e.g. Sikandarpur in Ballia wore made up 
of small ^tappas,’ each the site or location of conquering 


^ See also paragraph 123 of the 
S. B. of Sikandarpur and BhMaon 
(now in the Ballia district, 1880). 
‘A feature peculiar to (paxganas) 
Bhadaon and Sikandarpur may bo 
noticed here. At the time of the 
permanent Settlement in x 197 Easli 
(1795 A. n.) it appears that the 
Government revenue was assessed 
in lump sums on groups of villages 
forming the mahai or estate, with- 
out any details showing the amount 
payable by each village in the 
group: subsequently, however (in 
what year, by whom or under what 
authority I have not been able to 
trace) the total demand on each 
group was distributed over the 
mauzas .... thus the Government 
revenue is now ^mauzaw^r' (i,e., 
distributed over individual villages) 
for the most part/ During the 
recent Settlement operations, how- 


ever, it was discovered that there 
were still some groups paying their 
revenue in a lump sum. The pro- 
prietors had the villages forming 
those groups separately demarcated, 
and subsequently voluntarily agreed 
to a distribution of the Government 
demand according to a standard 
rate per Mghd obtained by applying 
the existing cultivated and cultur- 
able area of the group to the lump 
assessment . . . (the responsibility of 
the whole estate remaining intact', 
I presume that these were cases 
whore some grantee or taluqdar 
had obtained an estate over the 
whole group, but his family now 
consisted, of a body of shareholders 
who desired to have their estates 
(or shares) separately assessed, 
though theoretically remaining 
jointly liable to the State fur the 
whole. 
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clans, which had in time formed a group of landlord- 
villages. These estates became divided up. Some of 
them also passed under Muhammadan landlords at the 
conquest. Hence the estates or mahCs to be settled were 
not conterminous with villages ; some consisted of part of 
one village, others of one village and part of another*, 
others of parts of several villages, and so on ; but the pro- 
prietors of these groups or estates were always bodies of 
descendants of the original chief. 

The Permanent Settlement of the Benares Province 
differs in many respects from that of Bengal. In Bengal 
there was no survey and no record-of-rights, and no local 
native revenue establishment, and the Settlement was 
always with some one landlord or Zamlnd^r, never with 
a body of village sharers (village communities being un- 
known). In the North-Western Provinces we have the 
districts cadastrally surveyed, a complete record-of-rights 
framed, and a local staff of village officers and ^ Tahsil * 
Eevenue- collectors maintained as usual: the ordinary 
Revenue and Rent laws of the province are also in force. 
In fact, the Permanently-settled districts of the North- 
Western Provinces in no way differ from the ordinary 
districts, except in the one feature that the revenue, as 
assessed on the estates in 1795, is not liable to revision 

These districts will therefore need no separate treatment. 
Their tenures will be described among the others of the 
North-Western Provinces, while their Revenue adminis- 
tration, and the officers that manage it, are the same as 
those which will be described in the sequel for the pro- 
vince generally. 

^ And amounts to not more than easily seen that, while the revenue 
,a third of what the neighbouring at 50 per cent of the ‘assets' (as 
districts pay : at least that is the in an ordinary Settlement) would 
case in the 'Azimgarh parganas, be R.3 j50j 943? 
where from the rental tables it is K. 1,90,39s. 
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§ 3. The Scheduled Didricts. 

As regards the ‘ Scheduled Districts/ those of the JhdBKi 
Division will hardly need to be described separately from 
the rest of the province. The Settlements were made tinder 
the usual system, and anything special regarding their 
history or land-tenures will be mentioned in due course. 
The Revenue and Rent Acts are in force ^5 and the pe- 
culiarities of the administration are such as do not affect 
revenue history^. 

The hill districts, the Tardi, and South Mirmpur, how- 
ever, present certain distinctive features, whicl\ render it 
convenient to describe them respectively in separate 
sections. 


§ 4. Features of the Country affecting Revenue 
Administration. 

While, however, from the Revenue student’s point of 
view, the bulk of the North-Western Provinces districts may 
be classed together, it is not to be forgotten that there are 
considerable physical differences which must always have 
their effect on many matters of Settlement and Revenue 
administration. Differences in climate, soils, and seasons, 
and in physical conditions generally, affect the methods 


^ By a reference to section i of 
the Beyenne and Bent Acts it will 
he seen that the Acts apply to the 
whole of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces except certain districts men- 
tioned in schedules appended to 
them. These exempt aU Scheduled 
Districts (Act XrV of 1874), except 
Jhansi, Laiitpur, and Jaliiun. 

^ As regards other matters, the 
present system of district adminis- 
tration virtually dirtes from 1862, 
when orders were issued by tho 
Government, North-Western Pro- 
vinces, assimilating the system to 
that of the PanjAb and Oudh,— i.e, 
uniting the Civil, Criminal, and 
Eevenue jurisdiction in the Deputy 


and Assistant Commissioneii and 
Tahsildto. These rules were legal- 
ised by an Act of 1864, which has 
been since repealed under the Act 
XIV of 1874. Now the districts of 
the Jhansi Division have become 
^ Scheduled Districts ' by Notili- 
cation No. 686A, of 9th Novemb<*r, 
1877. North - Western 

vinces Code, second edition, 1886 
(Legislative Department), Part IV, 
pages 544 and 558). 

The Civil, Criminal, Police, and 
other organic laws do not differ 
from what they are in other dis- 
tricts. The Civil Procedure Code 
also has been extended, with the 
exception of certain sections. 
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and principles of assessment, as well as the determination 
of the periods at which the instalments of revenue are pay- 
able ; they may necessitate special rules about suspension 
and remission of revenue; in not a few cases also, such 
local peculiarities have given rise to special features in the 
customs of land-holding and agricultural tenancy. 

The districts to the north-east of the Ganges resemble the 
Oudh districts, and are among the most fertile ; irrigation 
is abundant, or the rainfall is such that irrigation is not 
a necessity of agriculture ; the country is well- wooded, 
and mango-groves abound. The tenures and customs of 
these districts also resemble those of the Oudh Province, to 
which, indeed, they geographically and historically belong. 

Passing over Oudh, which is the subject of a separate 
chapter, we come to the districts north-west of the Ganges ; 
these constitute Rohilkhand, the country once the scene 
of the rule of the so-called Eohelas ^ (tribes of Afghan 
origin) in the second half of the eighteenth century. The 
districts immediately on the north-west of Oudh, between 
that province and the Ganges, again, enjoy an abundant 
rainfall from their proximity to the foot of the Himalayas. 
Thus of Bareli we read : ' In the Doab, irrigation is required 
to ensure a crop at all ; here only to ensure it against 
drought. Even in the tracts traversed by the canals, . . . 
many cultivators prefer irrigating their more valuable 
crops by the lift (or dhenJdi)^ as they can get as much 
water as they require at the exact time they want it, at 
little or no money outlay^.’ In Bareli the Settlement Officer 
suggested that further canal extension would not only be 
unnecessary, but would be a great evil. Of Shahjahinpur 


^ The Eohelas arose subsequent 
to Ahmad Shah's invasion, a.d. 
1761, and, after a dominion of 
much rigour and cruelty, were 
suppressed by the Nawab of Oudh’s 
force in conjunction with his 
British contingent in 1773-4. (See 
Sir J. Strachey's Irniia, p. 195.) 

^ See jBoard*s Review of the Bareli 
S. E., 1874, § 5. The Persian-wheel 
is not in use in the North-Western 


Provinces as it is in the Panjdb. 
The usual forms of lift are the 
‘ charsa/ a great leather bag sus- 
pended over a pulley-wheel, let 
down and drawn up by oxen ; or 
for shallow wells, tanks, &c., the 
' dhe^li,' a lever arm, at one end 
of which is the earthen pot or 
leather bag, and at the other a 
great lump of clay as a counterpoise. 
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it is also stated that the climate is like that of most parts 
of Oudh and Eohilkhand. ^ It is drier than (the climate) 
of Lower Bengal, hut moister than that of the Doah/ and 
the country throughout the year (till the rains come on) 
has some pretensions to looking green and fresh, and is not 
brown and parched like the Doab. 

West of the Jamna river, the country is comparatively 
arid, but with the exception of Agra and Muttra, the dis- 
tricts of this tract now belong to the Panjab. 

Between these two extremes lies the ‘ Doab ' ; neither so 
dry as the Panjab districts beyond Jamn^, nor so fertile 
and well-wooded as Oudh and the East Ganges country/ 
‘ Here,’ writes Mr. Kaye ^ ' are the signs of eC more ad- 
vanced civilization and of a fuller development of indus- 
trial energy and skill. Here are the large towns and tlie 
more important villages, and here the labour of man has 
striven to compensate for the deficiencies of Nature, and 
to make the soil yield abundant produce without the aid of 
the heavenly nourishment which is seldom wanting in the 
country to the east. Mainly upon artificial irrigation is the 
country dependent for the security of the crops. Within 
the North- Western Provinces there are soils of all kinds — 
from wet clays to light sands — adapted to the growth of 
various descriptions of produce — of sugar, of wheat, of rice, 
of cotton ; ^and as many varieties of cultivators as there are 
soils under cultivation — Bdjputs and Brahmans, Jits and 
Giijars. ’ 

We may now at once proceed to consider the Eevenue 
system under which these varied districts are settled and 
administered. 


^ Kaye, p, 254. 
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Section II.— Early Revenue History. 

(From i8oi a.d. to passing of Keg. IX of 1833.) 

§ I. Under Native Bide. 

It is hardly a matter of practical interest now, to trace 
in detail the history of the administration of these districts 
prior to their cession in 1801-1803. 

The revenue collection had been oppressive, and was 
often managed under the system of farming, or through the 
agency of Iqcal Eajas and taluqdars The governors cared 
nothing for landed rights ; indeed, as conquerors, in many 
instances, they professed to know of none but their own. 
In Rohilkhand the Eohelas had stamped out every vestige 
of proprietary right. Speaking generally, it may be said 
that while the strength of the peculiar system described as 
the joint- or landlord- village enabled some estates to preserve 
their constitution, in many instances villages fell under the 
power of revenue-farmers and other individual owners, 
whose descendants formed in time a new proprietary body. 
The existing land-tenures are, to a considerable extent, the 
product of changes which the later native misrule and our 
own revenue mistakes, brought about. 

The constant changes of government that the ' Ceded dis- 
tricts ’ underwent, were here, as always, a source of evil ; 
for powers that are firmly established have time to organize 
and to be moderate, while conquerors, whose tenure is pre- 
carious, have no other thought than towring the utmost out 
of the population while they may. Here, for instance, is 
a sample picture, taken from the Report of the important 
and now highly-advanced district of Cawnpore ^ : — 

‘ Previous to the cession, the district had undergone many 

1 Th.e Fifth Report, i p. 63. WKere ^ S. K., § 79. I ' translated ’ 
there were no Raj^s or Talu^^dto, the ^ fasli * or Muhammadan agri- 
the Nawdh divided the territory enltural years of the original into 
among his ^toils, and left every- the ordinary dates, 
thing to them. 
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political changes, due to the decline and consequent weakness 
of the Mughal government. From a. d. 1737 to 1752 the dis- 
trict, or a considerable portion of it, "was in the hands of 
Muhammad lOian Bangash of Farukhakid : in 1733 he 
way to the Marathas, who continued in possession till the end 
of 1760: in 1761 the authority of the Nawah of FaruMi/ibad 
was restored, and remained in force till the middle of 1770. 
when it was again superseded by that of the Marathas, who, in 
1773, were finally expelled by Shuja’-ud-daula, under whom 
and his successors the district remained till cession/ 

The district was then managed by Ilm£s *Ali Kidn as 
Nfeim. He was a J£t by birth- His policy was to dis- 
courage the letting of large taluqas, and engage with village- 
owners direct. The result of his management appears from 
the account of Mr. Welland, the first revenue officer after 
the cession. The revenue was so heavy that, after paying 
it, the cultivators had no stock left. At sowing time the 
Government manager was obliged to advance money, seed, 
cattle, and even the implements of husbandry ; and the 
value had to be repaid out of the crop, with interest. No 
doubt this grinding taxation was — like all the Muham- 
madan ’Amils’ assessments — an elastic one; and the chief 
skill of these revenue locusts consisted in their aptitude 
for taking or letting go in each season, according to what 
was possible, without actually causing the cultivator to 
abscond or his family to starve. No wonder, then, as Mr. 
Welland wrote : — 

* The subjects in this part of the country are in the most 
abject poverty. Let the face of the country be examined, and 
there will hardly be a manufacture found, or an individual in 
such circumstances as to afford payment of a tax. The whole 
is one desolate waste, over which tyranny and oppression have 
hitherto universally prevailed.’ 

Another example from the Bareli district (Rohilkhand)— 
quite another part of the country — will suffice. 

After the expulsion of the Afghan Rohelas in 1774, one 
of the chiefs was allowed to remain in control, subject to 
Oudh, till 1794? when, his son succeeding him, a revolt 



CHAP. I] THE LAND-EEVENUE SETTLEMENT. 


13 


broke out and fresk troubles ensued. Under the Nawdb 
Wai^ir of Oudh, the government was no better: the system 
was ‘ tyrannical and exacting in the extreme, and the dis- 
trict seems to have lost its former prosperity, and large 
tracts of land fell out of cultivation 

Mr. Moens, the Settlement Officer, quotes the graphic 
account given by the Rev. Mr. Tennant, who accompanied 
a British force in one of the expeditions of the time : 
writing in 1799, he says : — 

^This fine country . , . has, within the last twenty years, 
become a desert. Extensive wastes everywhere meet the eye, 
which were lately in cultivation, but which are now covered 
with long gi"ass which, in the hot season, becomes so parched 
as to be easily combustible. Such an extent of desolate and rich 
fields was nowhere to be met with but in Rohilkhand : amidst 
the present solitude and gloom of this province, you see evident 
traces of its former cultivation. The clods left by the plough 
are not yet melted down so as to assimilate wdth the surface, 
nor is the grass of that extraordinarily coarse and reedy species 
which rises upon fields in their primeval wilderness, or that 
liave long been out of tilth — a very little effort would bring it 
back to its productive state.’ 

The condition of the ‘ Conquered Districts ’ — namely, the 
<listricts of Agra and Mathura, and those to the north on 
the left bank of' the JamiiA — cannot have been much better. 
In the southern districts the incessant troubles and succes- 
sive contests of Mughals, Jats, and Marathas in the 
eighteenth century, must have had their evil effects. In 
the northern districts, the Muzaffarnagar reports contain 
fuller particulars^, and once more we have a dismal picture of 
anarchy, of constant struggles and of marauding expeditions, 
in which Sayad landholders, Pathto, Jfits, Giijar chiefs, 
Rohelas, Sikhs, and Mar^thfe successively figure, contend- 
ing for the spoil. 

^ S . M.f p. 40 (1874). 

® See, for example, S. Eeport m the Ganges Canal Tract, p. 27. 



§ Under early British Government 

Bad as was the state of things generally both in the 
Ceded and Conquered districts, the first years of onr own 
rule were far from an unmixed blessing. In some cases the 
first revenue assessments were excessive, while the only 
then known plan of securing payment, viz. selling the 
estate if the revenue was not duly j>aid, led to numerous 
forced transfers of property, with all their attendant frauds 
and injustice, and to all the evils of revenue-farming, when 
purchasers willing to pay up the arrears were not forth- 
coming. Even when order was firmly established, and 
protection to landed rights given, the rigid and irresistible 
inelasticity of our conscientious and well-meant, but mis- 
taken system, proved hardly more tolerable than the 
perfectly unconscientious but elastic system (or want of 
system) that preceded it. From our mistakes there was 
no escaping; for the evils of native rule, in its days of 
disorganization, there was at least compensation in the 
chances of fortune, the excitement of a fight, and the occa- 
sional gains that might result to any one possessed of 
exceptional energy or skill. 

A curious letter from Mr. Dumbleton, one of the early 
Collectors (about 1809, but unfortunately the date is not 
given), is printed at page 38 of the Cawnpore Settlement 
Report, The Collector explains that he assessed by calling 
for bids for the villages or tracts by persons accustomed to 
take contracts in former years. The ‘ sadr jama,' he says, 
invariably appears at an increase on the general estimate of 
gross produce (!). He tells the Board that for la^io Fasli 
(a.b. 1 80a) the Settlement ‘pressed beyond a fair demand/ 
and that one-fifth of the district was sold for arrears. Of 
course, if the area cultivated had not been gi'eatly under- 
stated, and the produce too, the assessment, even when bid 
up by rival farmers, could never have been borne at all. 
As Mr. Dumbleton says, the severe rates of the Naw^b’s 
government were then stereotyped ^without the same 
elasticity in realizing.' 



But this is somewhat to anticipate the course of our 
narrative. 


§ 3. Intention of Government to Settle Permanently, 

On the annexation of the ‘ Ceded ’ Provinces, the design 
first entertained, and directed by the Eegnlations, was to 
administer and settle them on the same principle as Bengal 
The volumes of the Bengal Eegulations ^ show, in 1803, what 
is called ‘ the Oudh Code ’ enacted for the Ceded Districts. 
It commences with a brief law for the codification of all the 
Eegulations, and goes on with a series of Eegulations which 
are, in fact, ^transcripts of the law of Lower Bengal with 
such modifications as were needed 

By Eegulation VIII of 1805, this code was extended to 
the ' Conquered districts.’ At first, it seems to have been 
expected that the Settlement would be made with ‘ Zamm- 
dSrs ’ and ^ taluqdars,’ for throughout the early Eegulations 
we find this allusion to the ‘ Zamxndars, independent taluq- 
d 4 rs, and other proprietors/ 

Mr. Holt Mackenzie notices this The old Bengal idea 


^ I refer to the East India Com- 
pany’s authorized edition, published 
imder the editorship of Mr. Clarhe, 
in two quarto volumes. 

2 Those curious for details may 
look through the Eegulations I~ 
XXXVIII of 1803, some additional 
enactments in 1804, and especially 
Eegulation V of 1805. They deal 
with the general law, the Courts, 
the Board of Eevenue, Eevenue 
records, and the realization of the 
land-revenue, &c., &c. The Settle- 
ment Eegulation for the Ceded 
Provinces was Xo. XXV of 1803, 
followed by V of 1805. A similar 
Settlement law was made for the 
Conquered Provinces by Eegulation 
IX of 1805. These were followed 
by Eegulation X of 1807, to which 
allusion will be made presently. 
When the Conquered Provinces 
were placed under the Eegulations 
the whole area was declared sub- 
ject to them, but was directed to 
be formed into ‘ five zillahs ’ (Agra, 


Bundelkhand, 'Aligarh, Xorth and 
South Sah^ranpur) to which the 
specific provisions were afterwards 
applied. These districts did not 
(and geographically could not) in- 
clude the districts on the right 
bank of the Jamnd, part, hut not 
all, of which were exempted speci- 
ally, because they were managed 
politically; their revenue was re- 
quired for the support of the titular 
King of Belhi. (The exempted 
tract is described as ‘the city of 
Belhi and the conquered territory 
situated on the right bank of the 
Eiver Jamn^, the revenues of which 
are assigned,' See, But a large part 
of the territory, e.g., Gurg£on, Eoh- 
tak, Hissar, and Sirsa, was never as- 
signed and so does not come within 
the description.) These tracts are 
now in the Panjib, and the legal 
difficulty about their subjection to 
Eegulation law need not occupy us 
here. 

® See paragraph 460 of his Minute 
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was evidently dominant, whicli was that there wonld 
always be some one proprietor to be settled with., and 
perhaps, inside his estates, some other, who, on special 
grounds, would prove entitled to be separated off and dealt 
with independently. Knowledge of the village commu- 
nities and their rights was then hardly in existence 

The early history of the land Settlements is so bound up 
with the history of what I may call the discovery of the 
village communities, and with the revenue sales and other 
arrangements which so profoundly alFected North-Western 
tenures, that the two can hardly be separated. 


§ 4. First steps taken. 

Proclamations were issued in i8oa and 1805, announcing 
that a first Settlement would 1)6 made for three yeans at 
the existing revenue rates : on the conclusion of that, 
another three years’ period would follow, at a rate which 
might be enhanced with reference to the difference between 
the old revenue total and the actual yearly produce of the 
land. A third Settlement would be then made for four 
years at a further enhanced rate, while, at the conclusion of 
the ten years thus accounted for, a permanent Settlement 
would be concluded for such lands as should he in a suffi- 
ciently improved state of cultivation to warrant the 
measure. 

It is interesting to notice that although the idea of a 
landlord-Settlement was still colouring the thoughts and 
expressions of the authorities, some doubts and cautions as 
to the applicability of a permanent Settlement were begin- 
ning to find their way. The substance of the proclamations 
had been embodied in the first Eegulations, but these 
rather went beyond the scope of authority, since Home 
sanction was, of course, required to any scheme of perma- 
nence: and this was in fact not accorded; so that the 

of July isfc, 1819, and compare tUe ^ The account of Benares, written 
language of section 53 of Regulation in 1796, and already alluded to, is 
XXVII of 1803. the only exception that I know of- 
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Government was obliged to declare (by Kegulation X of 
1807) that the promise of a Permanent Settlement should be 
taken subject to the sanction of the Home authorities 


§ 5. The Position begins to he understood. 

These doubts were destined to be greatly strengthened 
by the experience that was gradually gained. Indeed, the 
whole subject came to be looked at from a new point of 
view, between 1807 and i8ao, not only as a consequence of 
the inquiries made in the North-Western Provinces, but of 
the general interest in the subject excited by the strong 
‘ Raiyatwari*’ minutes of Sir T. Munro in Madras, and his 
visit home and conferences with the Directors in 1807, as 
well as the inquiries made about 1814-18 all over Madras 
and Bombay regarding village communities. 

It is almost curious to note what a change came over the 
language of Minutes and Regulations during this period, 
which in fact originated a new departure in Revenue 
matters. 

The history of these years, as reflected in the State, 
papers of Southern and Western India, may be seen in my 
introductory chapters on Bombay, and especially of Madras, 
Here we must briefly sketch what happened in the North- 
Western Provinces, and how things led up to the starting of 
a new Settlement system, the first form of which was laid 
down by Regulations VII of 18^2 and IX of 1833. 


§ 6. Appointment of a Commission which became the 
Board of Revenue, 


When the second of the 
noticed came to an end, the 

^ The Home authorities, as we 
shall see presently, refused sanc- 
tion ; and Regulation IX of 1812, 
further rescinded the general pro- 
mise because sanction had been 
denied : but section 4 maintained 

VOIi. II. 


triennial Settlements above 
final quartennial one had to 

the idea of a permanent assessment 
of estates that were fit for it. Regu- 
lation X of 1812 (for the Conquered 
provinces) was similar ; see section 
19 of Holt Mackenzie's Minute 
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be made ; and as this, it was expected, would become per- 
manent, some natural anxiety was felt for its being made 
on the basis of adequate information. It was therefore 
thought desirable to have a Special Commission to make 
it. 'A Member of the (Bengal) Board of Bevenue and a 
Civil Servant were accordingly appointed, aided by a Secre- 
tary and Staff, and armed with full powers. It was soon 
found that this Commission was permanently required, and 
Regulation I of 1809 therefore constituted it a ‘Board of 
Commissioners in the Upper Provinces/ to which was 
intrusted the general supervision of Land Revenue Admi- 
nistration in the said Provinces — which were still theore- 
tically part of Bengal 

No sooner had the Commissioners commenced their 
inquiries, than two subjects came into view. The first was 
the question which, down to our own times (till it received 
its quietus in i88i^), has occupied so much time and atten- 
tion, was — ^What is the standard by which an estate should 
be judged as to its fitness for permanent Settlement? The 
second subject was the real ownership of the soil, and the 
question who were the proper persons to be settled with ? 
As regards the first subject, the point to which attention 
was chiefly directed, was the proportion of the estate under 
cultivation. That matter which received so little notice — or 
perhaps I should say was deliberately excluded — ^in Bengal 
was now felt to be important. In after days, an estate 
of which 80 per cent, was cultivated, was decided to be, so 
far, in a fit state ; but then other questions arose ; and no 
sooner was a new test applied and satisfied than another 
appeared. The latter phases of the question have been 
described in Yol. I. Chap. Y. The idea of a Permanent 
Settlement has been finally abandoned. 

^ And so remained, the stndenfc Governorship erected instead, 
will recollect, till the Act 3 & 4 ^ Holt Mackenzie spoke of the 

Will. IV, Chapter 85, section 83 Bengal Settlement as ‘ a loose bar- 
(a.i>. 1833), when a * Presidency of gain . . . intended rather to lax the 
Agra * was formed ; the orders were individual than the land.' (Minute, 
not carried out, but a lieutenant- section 270.) 
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§ 7. The Commissioners' Report, 

The Commissioners submitted a first report in 1808, and 
pointed out how much land lay uncultivated— a fact little 
to be wondered at, considering the previous history of the 
country. They dwelt on the insufficient knowledge pos- 
sessed, the sparse population, the want of capital, and also the 
difficulties about rights which I will mention presently; and 
finally they reported dead against a permanent Settlement. 
The Government of India was at that time quite opposed 
to the report ; but the Court of Directors at home had pro- 
bably learned from Munro, in 1807, something about the 
failure of the Permanent Settlement in Madras, and the 
discussion that was there going on about the plan of settling 
with villages or with individual raiyats ; and they supported 
the Commissioners. In 18x1 two separate despatches came 
out prohibiting the Permanent Settlement, and ordering 
another five years’ Settlement as a temporary measure 

Meanwhile inquiries and Settlement proceedings went 
on — first in Cawnpore, then in Bareli and ShahjahSnpur. 
But in the course of the inquiries, not only was the stage 
of development found to be such as rendered a permanent 
Settlement undesirable, but also the second of the subjects 
above noticed was deeply considered. The result of the 
Cawnpore Settlement was that it was declared open to 
revision not only after the resources of the district were 
better known, but after a fuller inquiry into individual 
rights. 


^ The first despatch, Eehruary 
ist, 1811, says : ‘ Before under- 

taking so arduous a task as that of 
irrevocably settling in perpetuity, 
we have always considered a patient 
and laborious scrutiny of individual 
rights .... together with a minute 
and detailed survey of the extent of 
cultivation and productive powers 
of the territory, as indispensable.' 
And again, in tlie despatch of 27th 
November, 1811, the Directors ex- 
pressed their ^ caution in the most 
pointed manner against hastily ex- 


tending the Bengal Permanent 
Settlement to the North-Western 
Provinces.' And they later (i6th 
March, 1813 and 17th March, 1815) 
declined to say that a degree of 
cultivation which left not more 
than to waste, was a proper 
standard by which to decide the 
filtness of an estate for permanent 
Settlement. They also required that 
no Settlement should be declared 
permanent without sanction from 
home. 

See Kaye^ p. 234 ; and Fields p. 640. 
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Following the orders of i8ii, the Settlements were made 
for five years, and on the expiry of the term, the same 
assessments were continued for another five years, and this 
brought up the time of expiry to 1822-18^^6 for both sets of 
districts, ' Ceded ' and ^ Conquered.’ 

y § 8. The Land-tenures are studied* 

Meanwhile information as to the state of landed tenures 
was coming in. The result was, that though in 1818^ the 
Board of Commissioners thought a permanent Settlement 
might be now attempted, the several Settlements already 
made were acknowledged to be so imperfedi that the 
Government and the Court of Directors alike refused to 
allow them to be permanent. Thus it was that, with a view 
of getting some better work done, and on some defined 
system — ^which hitherto had been the great want — Mr. Holt 
Mackenzie, the Board’s Secretary, wrote his famous Minute 
of July ist, 1819 

This remarkable State-paper, it is hardly too much to 
say, not only laid the foundation of the modern Settlement 
system which now prevails in Upper India and the Central 
Provinces, but is the starting-point of our modern know- 
ledge of North Indian Tenures. 


§ 9. Actual state of Land-tenures. 

It will not be supposed that nothing was needed, as the 
basis of a proper Settlement system, beyond the due recog- 
nition of the joint bodies owning lands aggregated into 
villages. Former systems of government, as well as his- 
torical events, had left matters in a much more complicated 
state. In some parts, local Rdjfe, and leading men who 
had acquired the position of 'taluqd^r,’ had been so long 
accustomed to manage the revenues, and had obtained such 

^ mis is to be found with other Nonh*We$tem Bminces, xSiS-ao, Cal- 
reports and papers in Selections from cutta, 1866. 
the Revmm cf Giovemmmff 
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a hold on the land, that it was matter for nice discrimin- 
ation whether they had or had not, by this time, grown 
into actual proprietorship ; in other parts, villages had lost 
what proprietors they may once have had, and had for 
years past been held by and settled with, some headman or 
contractor ; the result also of the old Sale laws had placed 
many individuals in possession (now long established) of 
existing villages ; and we shall see hereafter how often these 
individual village ‘landlords’ have become the origin of 
what are now the joint-bodies of a ‘village community.’ 

But after allowing for all drawbacks, the recognition of 
the customary tenure of groups of co-sharers in the village 
lands, was an essential preliminary to a fresh Settlement • 
and the distinguishing feature of Northern Indian Revenue 
Settlements is, that, as a rule, it is made with bodies of 
CO- sharers, jointly liable to Government for their revenue. 

§ lo. JSfeiD Ideas mahe their way slowly. 

It was, however, but slowly that a change in view regard- 
ing proprietorship was wrought. Up to October 27th, 1818, 
as I have already mentioned, we find even the Board re- 
commending that a permanent Settlement should now be 
concluded, and urging that a survey and minute inquiry 
into rights were not possible. Fortunately, these ideas did 
not prevail. In insisting on a systematic survey and 
inquiry at Settlement, Mr. Holt Mackenzie called attention 
to the danger of delay, lest every one who happened to be 
the person made responsible for the revenue (‘ sadr m£lgu- 
z&r ’ in the old revenue language) should become stereotyped 
as ‘ proprietor ’ because his interest was ‘ so naturally con- 
ceived to be that of absolute and exclusive property,’ and 
because his means of destroying or evading the rights of 
his ‘ inferior tenants ’ were so powerful 

^ (Minute, §§,310-3212.) The fol- ments. It should be premised that 
lowing sketch from the Board*s in Bijnaur there were an unusual 
Rmw ofthe last Bijnaur Settlement number of considerable taluqdto, 
Report will give a good idea of how who were recognized as ‘ owners ’ 
things stood at the early Settle- and settled with. Thus in the 
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The Minute complained that the words ^ possession " and 
‘ property ’ were commonly used without any definition of 
the nature of the possession or the sort of property. ' Long 
possession’ of superior holders might mean that they had 
every right to certain emoluments and privileges, without 
altering the property in the soil. There was, again, ^a 
tendency to draw evidence of proprietary right rather from 
the records of Government . . . than from local inquiry 
into the facts of actual possession, and to convert the 
representatives of the village community and the managers 
of its concerns with Government, into the sole proprietors 
of land V 

After a review of the different state of the* districts, as 
being in the hands of one class or another, the Minute pro- 
posed a number of measures which, it was argued, could not 
be avoided, if success was to be attained. The villages must 
be surveyed, and a record-of-rights prepared; the proprietary 
bodies would be represented by headmen, whom it was pro- 


distnct a little more than 40 per 
cent, of the estates are classed as 
‘Zamindari;’ that is, having a 
single taluqd{£r-owner, or being 
owned jointly by several sons or 
descendants of such a taluqdar. 
For the rest of the district estates, 
the Board writes : — 

‘When the district first came 
under British administration, the 
rights of Zamindto (landowners) 
were unrecognized, nor, indeed, do 
we know whether any such class 
existed. The process of Settlement 
was essentially summary. Bough 
statements of village areas, former 
rentals and produce, enabled the 
Collector to fix a minimum jama, 
and the right to collect rent and 
pay revenue was then put up to 
auction, with this as an upset price, 
the highest bid .... being accepted. 
Substantially the same sys- 
tem. was in force during the first 
five Settlements (1801--1B22). The 
rights of the landowning class were 
recognized for the first time at the 
sixth Settlement, it being then laid 
down that the assessment of the 
preceding Settlement should remain 


in force for five years in all cases 
“in which that Settlement may have 
been concluded with ZamindJirs or 
persons acknowledged as the pro- 
prietors or possessors of a permanent 
interest in tho mehal (unit estah^ 
of assessment).’" Who those people 
were it is impossible now precisely 
to tell. When the district first 
came under British rale, ... no 
persons were acknowledged to have 
a permanent proprietary interest in 
the land. ... In some cases, in all 
probability, persons who had man- 
aged to get the contracts for vil- 
lages in the preceding Settlements, 
were recognized as proprietors ; 
elsewhere, persons who were 
really tenants rose into that posi- 
tion. However it came to pass, 
which is now a mere matter of 
speculation, a proprietary class had 
arisen/ (Section 4, Board ' h Reiiem : 
zoth Eemsim of Sotiiem&ntf Bijnaur, 
1874.) 

^ Minute, §§ 405-424 And much 
of this was traceable to the vague 
language of the Begulations of 
1803-5, on which I have already- 
remarked. 
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posed to call ^ lambardars ^ * ; the rates of assessment should 
be revised so as to be equalized rather than extensively 
enhanced ; revenue-payers should have their rights secured, 
such as they were “-not made into proprietary rights if such 
they were not — and yet not injured. 

The assessment was not merely to be a question of putting 
down what native officials said the former collections had 
been ; but it was to be found out, by a real inquiry into 
the circumstances of each village, what was the proper 
amount for it to pay. 


§ iii. The Minute produces Regulation VII of 
— The Persons settled with. 

The main suggestions of this able Minute were adopted 
in the Eegulation VII of 1822, and this marks quite a new 
era in Land-Eevenue Administration. 

As regards the result of inquiries into the origin and 
constitution of village communities, and the nature of landed 
rights, these will more fully appear when we come to 
speak of the land-tenures ; here — ^regarding the Settlement 
from the Eevenue-Administration point of view — it is 
enough to say that the Settlements under the new method 
of 1822, were made in some cases with Eajas and others — 
taluqdfe and Zaminddrs of large estates — ^who had become 
‘ landlords ’ : but these were rather exceptional than other- 
wise. In such cases, where there were distinctly surviving 
village communities under the landlord, the former would 
be protected by what Eegulation VII calls a ' mufassal Settle- 
menVi.e. while the revenue payable by the landlord to 
Government was settled with him, it was also determined 
what sum the village-body should annually pay to the 


^ I believe this title is found for 
the first time in § 622 of the Minute : 
the idea is of a representative of 
the body, who has a * number * in 
the Collector's register of persons 
who are to pay in the revenue to 
the treasury (Wilson). In North- 
ern India it has now taken the 


place of all other names for head- 
men. There may be one lambard^r 
or more ; if there are several di- 
visions in the estate (pattis), there 
may be a lambarddr for each. The 
term first appears on the Statute 
book in Eegulation IX of 1824. 
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landlord for the whole term ; it was not left to be matter 
of contract, or periodical enhancement by Rent-suit in 
Court. Sometimes, where the claim of a superior was less 
strong, the Settlement would be made with the heads 
(muqaddam) of the ‘inferior proprietary^ body^ (biswa- 
dim), and the taluqdar would get only a fixed cash allow- 
ance or percentage on the revenue. In a still larger number 
of cases the village communities were settled with as the 
sole proprietors, the ‘ lambaxdar' being the representative of 
the jointly responsible body. 

In many cases the real or original village-body had so 
long ago disappeared or sunk into the condition of tenants, 
that the present ‘ actual proprietors ’ were the •descendants 
of a revenue-farmer who formerly had been placed over the 
village. Sometimes — ^as we shall see hereafter — such per- 
sons had originally got a footing by an act of usurpation : 
but not always, for often the farmer had taken the manage- 
ment of^ and sole responsibility for, the estate or village, 
when really there was no one else to do so. 

Lastly, there were a number of ‘ ownerless ' villages ; 
and with these the Settlement would be made with farmers 
called in revenue language ‘ must^jir,' who in time would 
be recognized as proprietors^. 

^ And in Eevenne language of vidual shareholders and the State, 
the older reports this was called a It would be much better, however, 
*inuqaddami biswad^ ' Settlement, to keep the term ^ ZamindAri Settle* 

^ In all these cases there is some ment ' to indicate the Bengal 
one between the actual cultivators and Northern Madras ^ttlements, 
and the State ; and therefore the where there is a real person called 
older books, rather misleadingly, in- "Zaminddr/ in the official sense, 
sist on saying that the Settlement who has been made proprietor and 
of the North-Western Provinces is holds the settlement-engagement 
a ‘ Zamind^ri ' Settlement, because with the State, 
either there is an actual person — a If a distinctive term is wanted, 

Zamindar or taluqdar— settled with, the North Indian Settlement should 
or there is an ideal ' Zamindar' — be described as the WillageorMahjll 
the joint-body— (and the joint re- Settlement' system, inasmuch as it 
sponsibility which is theoretically deals with estates, not with fields, 
enforceable) — between the indi- 
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§ 13. Fractical in working Regulation VII. 

The theory of the scherae enacted by Eegulation VII 
of 1 8^2 was excellent ; but the local machinery was, in its 
then existing condition, both as regards number and the 
training of the subordinate establishment, altogether in- 
adequate to its realization. The law imposed a double 
task. First, there was the judicial or quasi-judicial deter- 
mination of questions of right, custom of tenure, and so 
forth. Secondly, there was the fiscal part — the assess- 
ment of the revenue. The first portion might have been 
accomplished with some assistance in the way of more 
officers ; but the second proved to be so little understood 
as to be, at first, impossible of performance. 


§ 14. proper method of assessing Revenue was not 
yet developed* 

The cause of this impossibility was, that our first ad- 
ministrators, with all their skill, could not all at once 
devise a sound principle of assessment. Indeed, the prin- 
ciple has only recently — after a long series of experimental 
stages — developed into an adequate but sufficiently simple 
practice. 

The old Bengal notion of a mere reference to lump-sum 
payments shown in the former Eecords, being necessarily 
superseded, it was (not unnaturally) at first supposed that, in 
order to ascertain the revenue which represented the Govern- 
ment share of the produce of land, the true produce of every 
field must be ascertained; so that, after deducting the 
ascertained costs of cultivation, the wages of labour, and < 
profits of capital, the ‘ net produce ' might be known, and 
the share of Government (a fraction of the net produce) 
determined) , 

^ There is nothing in Regulation terms of the law were held to 
VII of 1822 that Mrectly enjoins the imply this, as a necessary prelimin- 
diseovery of the actual produce in ary to arriving at the required con- 
grain of each class of land ; but the elusion regarding a true assessment 
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Such a task was, as I haye said^ beyond the power 
of the staff, and, after some years of laborious effort, 
it was found that no progress had been made. But the 
authorities were in earnest. Mr. R. M. Bird made a 
new proposal, which shows what progress cash-rents 
were already making. He suggested that the prevailing 
rent-rates should be ascertained, and that moderate 
revenue-rates — for the term of Settlement — should be 
deduced from this basis: the aggregate sum being thus 
ascertained, it should be distributed over the different 
holdings. The Governor-General wrote a detailed Minute 
not approving of a plan for fixing the rents of cultivators, 
but it was held that an aggregate assessment might be 
fixed on general considerations and be distributed over the 
holdings. 


§ 15. Conference of Bevenue Officers, 

In order to evolve a practicable scheme of assessment, 
a conference of officers was assembled, over which the 
Governor-General (Lord William Bentinck) presided in 
person ; and the result was the passing of Regulation IX 
of 1833, which, besides removing a number of administra- 
tive difficulties, and providing for further aid in the matter 
of establishments, abolished the (real or supposed) legal 
necessity for an inquiry into the actual produce- of lands 
and cost of production as the basis of all assess- 
ments 


(as opposed to the arbitrary or 
traditional assessment on the basis 
of old records). Section 6 no doubt 
speaks of ^ determining the extent 
and produce of the lands and the 
amount of jama’ properly demand- 
able therefrom : ' and section 7, 
speaking of the new Settlements to 
be made after Fasli 1234, says that 
the assessment is to be * fixed with 
reference to the produce and capa- 
bilities of the land as ascertained 
at the time when the revision was 
made.* The Gwemmnt orders, how- 
ever, spoke clearly of ascertaining 


the extent and produce of land, 
^ the value of the produce and the cod of 
productio7i * (Admn. 1882-83, page 
42). ‘It seems necessary/ wrote 
the G-ovemor-Goneral in Council, 
‘ to enter upon the task of fixing in 
detail the rates of rent and modes 
of payment current in each village 
and applicable to each field/ . . . 
The rate on each field was to be 
calculated from an estimate of its 
produce. (Quoted in section 4, 
despatch to Secretary of State, Ko. 
17, dated 17th October, 1882,) 

^ It is not, however, to be won- 
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§ 16. Regulation IX of 1833. 

It will not be supposed that the Eegulation of 1833 
altered or overthrew the principles that were established 
eleven years before; it merely simplified the method 
of assessment, and rendered w’ork possible. By Eegu- 
lation IX, ‘ the majority of judicial cases were trans- 
ferred from the Settlement OflSlcers' Courts ; estimates of 
produce and its value, and of rent, were simplified, and the 
system of average rent and revenue rates, actual or as- 
sumed, for different classes of soil, was introduced.’ Eents 
(of tenants), were to be fixed for the term of Settlement or 
other period, after the revenue had been determined. The 
patwari’s papers (village statistics) were put on a new basis, 
and the general use of the field map (shajra), and field 
register (khasra), which are now the foundation of all assess- 
ment work, was prescribed for the first time 


Section III. — The Land-Eevenue Settlement 
Proceduee. 


§ I. Introductory, 

The first ‘Eegular’ Settlements under the Eegulations 
VII of i%%% and IX of 1833, were made between 1833 and 
1849, for a term of thirty years, except in a few districts 


dered at that the ascertainment of 
produce and the deducting of costs 
should have been deemed essential. 
Calculations of this sort are still 
made in Settlements in South India 
and elsewhere, not indeed as inde- 
pendent guides, but as checks and 
helps. The old Akbarian Settle- 
ment, as I described it in an early 
chapter, fixed an arbitrary, but 
moderate, share of the gross pro- 
duce and valued that in money. 
In 1822 such a plan was not thought 
suitable. So that the only way of 
assessing on a principle which con- 
templated a definite share of net 


produce, was to ascertain the net 
profits of the landowner, and require 
him to share that profit with Govern- 
ment. It will be noted that cash- 
rents, which now play such an 
important part in assessment calcu- 
lations, were at first, less usual ; 
— so that the most equitable and 
hopeful thing to do (in theory) was 
to try and find out what the land 
yielded in weight of grain, and 
what it cost to raise that weight, 
and then find the net profit and 
take part of that. 

^ Adminisiration Report, 1882-83, 
page 43. 
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■where, for special reasons, the term was reduced The 
standard of assessment was two-thirds of the gross rental^ 
in cases where the land was held by tenants paying a 
money-rent (this rental being calculated and corrected for 
rent-free lands, in a manner presently to be described). In 
cases where the tenants paid in kind, or where there were 
large numbers of proprietors cultivating their own hold- 
ings, two-thirds of the ‘ net assets ’ was the standard. The 
net assets were ascertained in various ways, which the 
Settlement Officers devised, and the authorities counte- 
nanced, in supersession of the laborious method proposed 
by the law of 1822^, on which I have already remarked. 

Mr. Stack ^ writes : ‘ These Settlements proved successful 
as a whole. The original proprietors disappeared under 
them in many districts, but cultivation generally increased, 
and the fact that the assessments have almost everywhere 
been raised on revision, proves that they were tolerably 
fair when first imposed.’ 


§ 2. The JDirectmis for Settlement Officers^ 

In 1 844 Mr. Thomason drew up a Code of ' Directions for 
Settlement Officers,’ which embodied the results of ex- 
perience gained. These, with the ‘Directions for Collec- 
tOTSy were published in November 1849, and formed the 


well-known ' Directions for 


^ Dehra Bun and parts of Bun- 
delkhand were settled for shorter 
periods. The term (qanuni or) 
* Regular' Settlement has become 
general, and means the Settlement 
which was jSrst made in detail, with 
both assessment and record of rights, 
as opposed to the ‘Summary' Settle- 
ment, which was a preliminary and 
temporary arrangement, made when 
a province was fi^rst acquired, often 
consisting only of a rough adjust- 
ment of the revenue payable. "When 
a ‘ First Regular ' Settlement expires, 
there is a Re-settlement,* or a ‘ Re- 
vision * of Settlement. 

The dates of the expiry of the 


Kevenue Officers, which con- 


first Regular Settlements had 
come confused owing to causes 
which are stated in the preamble to 
Act VIII of 1846, and dates of 
expiry were accordingly fixed by 
the Act j they ranged from i860 
1874. 

“ Memorandum on Cut rent Land 
R&omue Settlements (Government of 
India, 1880), page 46. The disap- 
pearance of the proprietors spoken 
of, was the result of the want of 
elasticity which characterized our 
early management. Punctuality in 
dischargmg the instalments at due 
date was insisted on and enforced 
by the prompt sale of the estate. 
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tinned for many years to be a standard of official reference. 
In T 855 certain modifications were introduced, embodied in 
what are known as the ‘ Saharanpur Eules.’ These reduced 
the Government share from two-thirds to one-half, and 
substituted plane-table survey for the rough chain survey 
previously practised. To embody these important changes, 
a new edition of the ‘Directions’ was issued in 1858. 


§ 3. The Land-'Bevenue Act. 

In 1873 administration of revenue matters had so 
far advanced, and outgrown the older Eegulations, that a 
complete Land Eevenue Act could be passed (Act XIX of 
1873). Some idea of the simplification of the law thus 
effected may be formed, from the fact that Act XTX 
supersedes and repeals about fifty Eegulations, or parts 
of Eegulations (including Eegulation VII of 1822 and part 
of Eegulation IX of 1833), as well as eight Acts of the 
Legislative Council. 

Under this law, and the rules framed pursuant to it, the 
Eevision- or Ee-settlements, which became due with the 
expiry of the Saharanpur Settlement in 1857, and have 
been in progress up to i88(^, were made. 


§ 4. The Settlement work now over. 

The work done and reported on in these later Settlements 
will, in all probability, never have to be done again, except 
in some special districts. The recent measures for main- 
taining the land records in a state of constant accuracy, 
and the rules made for simplifying the work of assessment, 
will make all future revision a matter of a different and 
much less laborious kind^. But the Act is worded (of 

^ I need hardly apologize for re- map (in the area and shape of 
peating that, in the old days, when fields^ occurred ; and transfers of 
the maps and records-of-rights were ownership were very imperfectly 
faired and deposited in the Collec- registered. The result was that 
tor's office, there was nothing in the when the new Settlement began, 
way of really efficient machinery to the whole work had to be done 
keep them up to date, or to show over again. (See VoL I., p. 356.) 
year by year what changes in the 
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course) as providing for work then going on, or to be under- 
taken ; therefore in the sequel, in describing the ^ Procedure 
of Settlement,' I make use of the present tense for con- 
venience, as if we were in the midst of Settlements actually 
in progress under the Act. No misapprehension will 
result when once the matter is explained. 

§ 5. The Settlement is ^ miahdlwdr! 

I may take this opportunity of explaining that the 
North-Western Settlement is not always by villages, or, 
in revenue language, 'mauzawar’; the village is not always 
the unit of assessment. It is rather ^mahalwar/ i.e. the 
assessment is on an ^estate.’ It may happen that an 
‘ estate ’ held under one title, consists (owing to peculiaiities 
of custom) of the whole or poitions of several villages: 
on the other hand, as the result of partitions, there may be 
more than one estate in a single ' village ’ or mama. 

The estate or group of holdings, owned under one title, 
i. e. by a single owner, or by a community or proprietary 
body, is the unit of assessment, as opposed to the ' raiyat- 
wari ' method, under which each field or individual holding 
is separately assessed. 

It is a question of fact, and of the circumstances of the 
case, what area or group of holdings may be regarded by 
the Settlement Oificer as the 'mahal ’ or unit of assessment. 

The Act defines the ‘ mahal ' to be — 

(а) Any local area held under a separate engagement 

for the payment of the land-revenue, and for 
which a separate record-of-rights has been 
framed ; 

(б) any local area of which the revenue has been as- 

signed or redeemed, and for which a separate 
record-of-rights has been framed. 

A third clause empowers the Government to constitute 
any grant of land under 'waste land rules' a separate 
' mah£l/ 
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§ 6. Stages of the worh. 

With these preliminary remarks we may now proceed to 
consider the procedure at a Settlement. The stages are ; ( i ) 
the notification that a Settlement is to take place and the 
appointment of officers ; (2) the demarcation of boundaries; 
(3) the survey ; (4) the assessment ; (5) the record-of-rights 
and adjustment of the rents of tenants. 

The present chapter will deal with these stages seriatim. 
It is followed by one which endeavours to explain what the 
rights in land (land-tenures) are, which it is the object of 
the record-of;rights to define and secure. 


§ 7. How a Settlement is set in operation. 

A Settlement, or such part of the proceedings of a Settle- 
ment as may be necessary, is set in operation by a notifica- 
tion in the official Gazette, which specifies the district or 
other local area to be dealt with. 

In these Provinces, where all districts had already been 
settled, some of them several times, before the existing 
revenue law, Act XIX of 1873, came into force, nothing, 
more is prescribed ^ than that the notification should place ' 
the area generally ‘ under Settlement,' or declare that a 
^ record-of-rights ' only is to be prepared. It might be the 
case that the record-of-rights in a permanently-settled 
district or elsewhere required preparation or reconstruction 
without touching the assessment; or the assessment (as 
will, indeed, in future most often be the case) is to be 
revised without any survey or interference with the record- 
of-rights. 

It will be observed that the modern law recognizes the 
features of a North Indian Settlement acquired in 181^2, 

^ Throughout I refer to Act XIX by Act XV of 1886, but only so as 
of 1873, as amended by Act VTII to enable the Local G-overnmont to 
of 1879, and as it appears in the appoint an * additional ' Commis- 
North-Western Provinces Code, 2nd sioner to Divisions w^here one v^as 
edition, 1886 (Legislative Depart- not enough, 
ment). It was farther amended 
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Yiz. that there is not only a survey and a determination of 
the revenue to he paid by the mahal or ‘ estate,’ but also 
an inquiry into and record of, the rights of co-sharers and 
of tenants, as well as all other rights and customs and 
matters affecting the revenue administration. 

§ 8. Legal Duration of \lie Settlement, 

Every local area put under Settlement by a notification 
Sec. 36. remains ‘under Settlement’ till another notification declares 
the operations to be closed. 

§ 9. Settlement Officers* 

The officer in charge is called the Settlement Officer, and 
there may be as many ‘Assistant Settlement Officers’ as 
is deemed necessary. And such officers have the powers 
conferred on Settlement Officers by the Act as long as the 
Settlement lasts in the district or part of a district. 

The Settlement work is controlled by the Commissioner 
of the Division and ultimately by the Board of Eevenue. 

§ 10. Boundaries of Districts and Tahsils not a 
Settlement matter. 

The boundaries of districts and revenue or fiscal sub- 
divisions are, of course, pubhe matters, and do not affect 
any private right; they are determined by Government 
under the powers vested in it by law^. 

§ II. Village and Field Boundaries, 

Not so the boundaries of (mauzas or) villages, or the 
boundaries between one man’s field and another. As the 
object is both to assess revenue on definite areas and to 

^ Act XXI of 1836 (for Bengal and Provinces. For purposes of civil 
NortK-West Provinces) gives power and criminal jurisdiction, the Pro- 
to creat new zila's or districts ; Act cedure Codes contain the necessary 
XIX of 1873, section 14, provides provisions, 
for subdivisions in the North-West 
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secure all classes of rights which also subsist on the land, 
it is evident that a survey and registration of holdings and 
interests is a necessary preliminary (supposing such not 
already to exist) for a Settlement, But before any survey 
can be made, all boundary disputes must be settled ; or, at 
least, it must definitely be known that such and such a line 
is in dispute, so that it may afterwards be put in correctly 
when determined by proper authority. The village boun- 
daries are first determined before the revenue survey 
begins, and then other boundaries may be settled, if neces- 
sary, when the field-to-field survey comes on. But such 
disputes are generally of a difierent kind to village boun- 
dary cases, aiid usually depend on some claim to individual 
right which is settled by a land-case in court. 

The Eevenue Act contemplates this. The Settlement Sec. 40. 
Officer is empowered to call upon proprietors to restore or 
erect boundary marks. A boundary dispute is distinguish- 
able from a dispute about a right to land: two persons 
may, for example, be in possession, generally, of contiguous 
lands, and may be agreed about their respective titles and 
about the record-of-rights ; but they may be in doubt as to 
the precise line of demarcation between their respective 
possessions. If one party shows that, rightly or wrongly, 
his possession extends to a certain point, that is the 
boundary line according to possession. A question of 
right, that the boundary ought to go in some other direc- 
tion, is a question for a civil suit, unless the law enables it Sec. 220. 
to be decided by arbitration. 

§ 1 2. Question of Possession. 

In the Directions it is said that possession can never 
be unknown, but, remarks Mr. (now Sir) Auckland Colvin^, 
it is often difficult to discover : — 

^ A field is often entered during successive years in the jama- 
landi of both disputing villages ; the crop grown, the amount 

^ SeiiUmeni Manual^ 1868, p. 4, s. 6. 

VOL. 11 . B 
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thereof, the name of the owner and cultivator, are elaborately 
recorded. Inquiry on the spot and from neighbouring land- 
owners by no means always clears the matter. These are 
often either indirectly interested or ignorant. It is well in 
such cases carefully to examine the romdmcha and baln^Midfa 
of the patwarfs concerned, and to ascertain in which patwarl's 
papers entries regarding the field in question are most fre- 
quent. These papers are less open to suspicion than the jama- 
bandij as reference to them is less looked for.' 

In waste or uncultivated land, disputes are more likely 
to arise; because really it often happens that neither side 
has had exclusive possession: both have made occasional 
use of the area for grazing their cattle, for cutting grass or 
firewood, and that is all. Here reference must be had to 
former maps prepared by authority. These may not always 
be forthcoming, or there may be reason to doubt their 
accuracy ; then there must be a recourse to arbitration or 
to a civil suit. 


§ 13. Settlement of Disputes, 

The Settlement Officer may settle boundary disputes, 
but is bound to decide on the basis of possession, or refer 
the matter to arbitration ^ for decision on the merits. 


§ 14. Tkdkbast {Village Boundaries), 

For survey purposes the first thing to do is to lay down 
the boundaries of the separate mauzas or villages, which 
are always known areas distinguished by local names. It 
was the uniform practice, in demarcating village boundaries 
at Settlement, to identify important points, such as the 
junction of the boundaries of three or more villages, by 
masonry pillars (' trehaddi,' or in the Persian form ' sih- 

^ In tb.© North-Western Provinces tion 191 , Act XVII of 1 876). Where 
consent of parties is not necessary possession cannot be made out, and 
to a reference, if the reference is where arbitration is not resorted to, 
ordered by the Settlement Officer the only remedy is a regular civil 
(section 220). It is in Oudh (sec- suit. 
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haddi’) different in form from other pillars or marks 
Wherever there had been a dispute, a continuous trench 
was dug, or more than usually conspicuous and permanent 
marks were set up. Charcoal and other substances were 
often buried under the pillars, so that, even if the super- 
structure were destroyed, the site of the pillars might be 
easily determinable. In most other cases earthen or mud 
pillars are sufficient and are generally used. 

In cases where there had been no previous Eegular 
Settlement, or where new maps had to be prepared, a 
‘thakbast naksha," or boundary map, was prepared for 
each village, and with it there was also drawn up a formal 
record showing the manner in which the boundary lines 
were ascertained, and the proceedings in connection with 
the decision. All this work was done long ago, and there 
is no occasion for any further detail. 

The procedure for the repair and maintenance of boun- 
dary marks at all times, i.e. after the Settlement is over, 
will be found in the chapter on ‘ Eevenue business.’ 


§ 15. Waste Land inclvded in Boundaries, 

This is a convenient place to notice a subject of consider- 
able practical importance. I allude to the question how 
far waste and jungle land, adjoining, or by repute included 
in, the local area of a village, was held at Settlement to 
belong to the estate. 

In the North-Western Provinces there was no difficulty: 
in these, as in all the provinces, there are in certain places, 
tracts of waste, hilly country covered with forest, and 
similar unoccupied lands, which do not come under the 
operation of the Settlement at all, but remain to be dis- 
posed of by Government. Putting aside, however, these 
extensive wastes, there were many districts in which the 
whole area came under Settlement, although the actually 
cultivated lands were limited and separated from one 

^ See Directions, §§ 13-15; S.B. Cir. Dep, I, p. i. 
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another hy intervening tracts (of greater or less extent) of 
forest, jungle, barren land, grass land, or other description 
of ^ waste/ In most cases this waste was known by the 
local name of one or other of the ‘mauzas’ or villages 
adjoining it, and was claimed as part of the village pro- 
perty. It seems that, except in the case of considerable 
jungles that were obviously excluded from the known 
areas of villages, the waste was always allowed to, and 
included in, the adjoining estate by the name of which it 
was known. To this there were some exceptions, — besides 
the hill districts and other places where extensive wastes 
existed, already mentioned. In Dehra-Dun, for example, 
all the waste was excluded at the fii'st Settlement, and it 
was determined to declare it all as belonging to Govern- 
ment. This was, however, under the local circumstances, 
doubtfully legal. Ultimately, it was decided to include in 
the villages the waste that fairly adjoined them, and to 
reserve for Government the large forest-clad tracts that 
nobody had a reasonable claim to. Out of this area many 
valuable State-forests have now been constituted^. In 
SahAranpiir the waste tracts at the foot of the Siwffik 
hills were marked oft’ as the property of Government, but 
in 1839-40 various leases were given out. The result 
has been that certain gi'antees still hold land ; but a 
considerable portion remained available to form forest 
estates. 

In the Jhansi Division (especially in Lalitpur) there are 
tracts of forest- waste on the slopes of the Vindhyan hills. 
When such wastes were in a Thikur’s estate (j^gir or ub^ii 
estate) they were all held to be included in the grant. 
But in the case of ordinary villages, at first (in 1 86 5), all 
the considerable tracts of waste were reserved to the State, 
and clauses to this effect were entered in the Settlement 
‘ wajib-ul-’arz,' or papers describing the village rules and 

^ See D&hra-JD'un 8 . i?., 1871. This priated waste. On the original 
district contains 715 square miles of waste, 32 grants (30,129 acres) had 
cultivation, and 277 of State-forests, been made on terms of a clearing 

37 square miles being taken up by lease, and 16 (25,237 acres) * in fee 
towns, cantonments and unappro- simple/ 
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custom. In 1867 this was considered unfair; the clauses 
were struck out, and the waste distributed among the 
Tillages, in amounts equal to double or quadruple the 
cultivated area ; only the surplus (about 10,900 acres) was 
reserved to the State 


§ 16. Legal Provisions regarding Waste, 

The subject of surplus waste is dealt with in sections 
57-60 of Act XIX of 1873. When the waste has been 
included in the area of a ^ mahal ' it belongs to the owner 
of the estate.’ But there is a provision that if any mahal ’ 
has an area of waste included within its boundaries, and 
yet in excess of the ^ requirements of the owner . . . with 
reference to pastoral or agricultural purposes/ a separate 
Settlement may be made of such excess land, and the 
Settlement is offered to the owner of the ‘mahal.’ If he 
refuses, then it becomes a ‘ separate mahAl at the disposal 
of Government,’ but the owner of the original estate gets 
a ‘ mdlik^na V allowance which indicates an existing or 
other light of property which is, as it were, compromised 
in this way. Waste land, which has neither been included 
in an estate at a former Settlement nor ‘judicially declared’ 
to be part of any estate, is marked off and declared to be 
Government property, subject to any claims under Act 
XXIII of 1863^. But still, if the owner of ‘the adjoining 
estate’ (which I suppose means any estate which adjoins) 


^ Lalifpur S. E,, see. 97 and 114. 

^ This is a very curious provision ; 
it has come down from old times, 
and shows how little our earlier 
administrators cared for the theory 
of a thing as long as a practicable 
rule was arrived at. It seems as if 
the ^ surplus ’ waste was the estate- 
holder’s property, and yet it was 
mt It is so far Government’s that 
' Government judges whether the 
owner requires it or not ; and if it 
thinks not, assesses it as a separate 
estate and may give it to some one 


to hold It is so far the estate- 
holder’s, that it must be offered to 
him in the first instance ; and if he 
does not take it, he gets ‘m^lik^na’ 
— a sort of compensation for his 
lost right. 

® This Act was intended to enable 
claims to ownership or rights of 
user to be settled in waste lands. 
It is so badly drawn, and its provi- 
sions so impracticable, that I have 
rarely heard of any action being 
taken under it. 
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proves tliat he has had the use of the land for ^ pastoral or 
agricultural purposes/ then an allotment is made; the 
Settlement Officer separates off so much of the waste as 
he thinks sufficient, and gives it up to the estate-owner, 
Sec. 6o. while the rest is marked off * to be the property of Govern- 
ment h’ 


§ 17. Older Method of Revemte Survey. 

The boundaries having been adjusted, every village and 
^ estate ^ — where the estate (or mahal) is not conterminous 
with a village — is now known as to its external boun- 
daries. And naturally the survey is the next thing to 
speak of. It is not necessary to describe the older methods: 
how the work was divided into two independent sections — 
a professional survey giving the outer boundaries of the 
villages, and that of the patwdris or siirvey-amins under 
the Settlement Department, filling up the interior and field 
boundaries. All that is now a thing of the past^. The result 
was, however, so far the same as that of the present system, 
that two essential documents were prepared as the basis of 
assessment work, viz., the ‘shajra’ or field map (usually on 
a scale of 16 inches or sometimes 8 inches =i mile), and 
the index to the map or ‘ khasra,’ a descriptive register of 
fields^ numbered according to the series of numbers on the 


^ It will be observed that this 
indirectly, but clearly, condemns 
the erroneous doctrine that a person 
can acquire a prc^eriy in the soil 
itself by merely exercising some 
rights of user over its surface or en- 
joyment of its natural produce. 
The section asserts the right of 
(Government in the soil, and buys 
off the rights of user by giving up a 
portion of the land and leaving the 
rest free for Government ; this is 
something like the French method of 
^ cantonnement ' in buying out 
rights of user in State forests. 

The ^ Revenue Survey ’ gave the 
Settlement Officer (1) an accurate 
record of the total area of each 
village^ (2) a correct boundary con- 
figuration map showing waste and 


cultivated land ; (3) what still re- 
main as the ‘Revenue Survey maps^ 
of the whole district or pargana, 
showing village boundaries, on 
a scale of 2 inches = i mile or some- 
times I mile = I inch. 

^ ^ ‘ A field is a parcel of land lying 
in one spot in the occupation of one 
cultivator or of several persons 
cultivating jointly, held under one 
title, and generally known by some 
name in the village. The plot of 
ground surrounded by a ridge of 
earth (rnend) (to retain watorj is not 
necessarily a field. Some of these 
ridges are more permanent than 
othera, and serve to divide the land 
into fields, bearing separate names. 
The boundaries of fields are well 
known to the people, and are some- 
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‘shajra/ The Settlement survey was thus often spoken of 
as the ‘ khasra survey.’ 

The oldest Settlement surveys had the fields merely 
measured, and plotted in by eye ; but in 185^^ plane-table 
survey was introduced, and then field maps of considerable 
excellence were produced, both by some of the patwMs who 
had learned, and by ‘amins’ who, though generally un- 
educated, learned surveying professionally. The later maps 
took no notice of local measures, which vary from district 
to district. The unit of area was the ' Shah Jahani ’ bigha 
— a square of 55 yards (30:^5 square yards) or 60 41 ahi 
gaz.^ This was everywhere understood, and was not in- 
convenient, as it is exactly five-eighths of an acre, while its 
side is one thirty-second of a mile, and is measured by 
exactly half an inch on maps of the scale in use^. 


§ 18. The Cadastml Survey. 

The older method was in the later Settlements (from 1871 
onwards) gradually replaced by the ^Cadastral’ Survey, 
which was entirely done on improved methods, by trained 
surveyors under ofiicers of the Survey Department. The 
plotting was on a scale of 16 inches: the work was, of 
course, more costly, but then it was absolutely reliable^. 

The survey, in whatever form, results in putting into the 
Settlement Officer’s hands the two documents which are 
the basis of all Settlement work, viz. : — 

(i) The village field map (shajra). 

[a) The village field register (khasra), showing names of 


times distinguished by particular 
marks, such as the growth of certain 
grasses, stones, &c. In rich and 
irrigated land the separation into 
fields is generally permanent, but 
in light unirrigated lands it is liable 
to constant alterations. The field 
register {khasra) should show where 
the limits of fields are fixed, and 
where variable. The patwdri should 
be careful not to show two fields as 
one, nor to divide one field into 
two." (pirecUons.) 


^ See Admintsirafdon 1882-3, 

page 50, and also Chap. V of this 
manual, Vol. I. p. 275, 

® The maps are multiplied by 
photo-zincography : the Board of 
Revenue were good enough to show 
me the process of map-making ; 
nothing can exceed the beauty, 
simplicity, and clearness of these 
maps. The survey has cost per 
thousand acres sums varying from 
E 289 in Muttra to E. 279 in Murjid- 
^bad, and R. 200 in Hamirpur. 



40 


LAND SYSTEMS Of BBITISH INDIA. [book iir. 


proprietor and tenant of each field, the area, crop 
grown, and means of irrigation (well, canal, &c.) ; 
details about uncultivated land are also given, 

A survey of this kind was also undertaken for the per- 
manently-settled districts in 1877, and is now completed. 

The survey is, in Eevenue language, ^ mauzawar,’ i. e. it 
goes by villages : they are the local units ; the survey 
officer, as such, could not always determine what are the 
‘ mahAls ’ or estates which the Settlement Officer, on con- 
siderations of land-tenure, separate right, and other such 
matters, will treat as his unit of assessment. 

§ 19. Survey of Alluvial Lands, 

In many districts there are estates or portions of estates 
liable to be affected by the action of rivers. I do not here 
speak of the rights resulting from the law of alluvion, but 
merely of the revenue practice in separately grouping and 
surveying such changeable areas for the purposes of assess- 
ment. 

It is a rule ^ that in any estate in which one portion is 
liable to fluvial action, i. e. where there are extensive areas 
of sand which may be rendered fertile at some future time 
by deposit of river silt, or where part of the estate is either 
actually severed by the river from the main estate, or where 
the lands along the bank may be washed away, or may be 
added to by deposits ; in all such cases, this portion of the 
estate is separately marked off by boundary pillars, and 
settled as a separate ‘ alluvial mahAl ’ for five years only 
(if the Settlement Officer has not specially fixed the time). 
This Settlement does not absolutely exclude alteration 
during its currency, in case of an unusual increment or 
decrement caused by exceptional action of the river* In 
such cases the estates are measured, and the revenue assess- 
ment adjusted, even though the five years have not elapsed. 
The assessment is not interfered with in any case unless 

^ See sedaoa 257 (a), Act XIX of 1873 ; also S* B. Oir. Dep. L pp. 18 
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the assets (on which the revenue is calculated) are affected 
to the extent of 10 per cent, increase or decrease, since the 
last revision. 


Section IV. — The Pktnciples oe Assessment op the 
Land-Eevenue. 

§ I. PreliminaTy Remarhs. 

For a Settlement Officer, this, of course, is the important 
subject. As regards new assessments, the main guide will 
be the North-Western Provinces ‘Eules for assessing the 
Eevenue demand’ (under Section 39, Act XIX of 1873) b 
But before describing these, it will be well to give some 
account of the earlier methods, because they throw light 
on the Settlements of other provinces, if for no other 
reason. 

The first regular Settlements wem made, as already men- 
tioned, between 1833 and 1849 mentioned 

at the outset, that the first method of assessment practised 
after Eegulation IX of 1833 was passed, was one which was 
designed to meet a state of things when the practice of 
letting land to tenants at mstomary — or on contract — 
cash-rents, ^cas rapidly growing, hwt had not yet become 
universal. 


§ 2. Distinguishing Feature of the North-'W estern 
Provinces Assessments, 

As a matter of fact, cultivation by tenants paying cash 
rents has since become so universal, that the method of 
assessment has become entirely dependent on the money- 
rental income of each estate. 

^ The rules referred to in the text extent experimental, and are liable 
were approved by the Government to modification. It is also probable 
of India (No. 562 K,, dated 24th that in estates fonnd to be in a eom- 
Aiigust, 1886). The rules are supple- pletely developed state, and where 
mented by instructions, issued for all the circumstances warrant it, 
each Settlement. The rules, more- any future revision will be con- 
over, must be regarded as to some ducted on a much simpler principle. 
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This circumstance has given a distinctive feature to the 
assessment of the North-Western Provinces as a whole. 
In the Panj^b; for example, the landowners let only an 
insignificant portion of the land to tenants at all; and even 
then the tenants do not usually pay a cash-rent, hut some 
portion of the crop in kind. This, of course, must neces- 
sitate a different basis of assessment. 

I have to deal with three stages of progress in the 
practice of assessment: — 

(i) The early method, called the method of ^aggregate to 
detail.' 

{%) The theoretical rent-rate system. 

(3) The actual rent-rate system. 

The first method is still of some interest, because of its 
connection with the later methods, and its partial reten- 
tion in some Settlements. 

§ 3. Fmt Method — Aggregate to Detail. 

It will, I think, be sufficient if I go back to the days 
of the celebrated Directions to Settlement Officers by Mr. 
Thomason. 

The method of assessment there recommended, may be 
generally described as the method of ' aggregate to detail.' 

Usually a considerable tract or circle — may be a whole 
pargana — was taken, and it was first ascertained what the 
previous revenue of the whole had been, either under the 
Native Government, under a British ‘summary,' or last 
‘regular’ Settlement. By the aid of general statistics, 
knowledge of prices, and so forth, the Settlement Officer 
could form an idea of what the new Settlement might fairly 
demand. Then he tested this total by seeing how the vil- 
lage totals would stand, in order to make it up : and then, 
if he was satisfied that the village totals were fair in them- 
selves, and that added together gave a fair pargana or circle 
revenue, there was (finally) the distribution of the village 
totals over the several holdings. If he was not satisfied, he 
could modify his figures, and by working them backwards 
and forwards, get out sums which gave fair results. 
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That is, roughly stated, the general idea. Let us now 
examine the process a little more in detail h 


§ 4. The System as described by the ^ JDirectionsh 

In the first edition of the Directions^ this practice (of 
taking an aggregate sum to start with) is directly recom- 
mended ; and the Settlement Officer is advised, after 
roughly assuming a fair jama' ^ for each village, to deter- 
mine the now jama' of the pargana by adding together his 
separate estimates, and then to re-distribute this total over 
the several villages. 

No fixed* rule was at first laid down prescribing that 
the Government revenue should bear a certain proportion 
to the assets of the estate ; but it was stated to be desirable 
that the demand should not exceed two-thirds of the ‘ net 
produce ' : this being defined as the profits of cultivation in 
the case of land held by cultivating proprietors, or the 
gross rental on lands held by tenants. The Settlement 
Officer was warned not to attempt to ascertain the net 
produce of every estate ; and he was cautioned against 
treating the actual net produce as a certain basis of assess- 
ment, when he fancied he had discovered it. His duty was 
to estimate the capabilities of the tract or pargana, and to 
fix, for each estate in it, a revenue which would leave a fair 
profit to the proprietors, and create a valuable and market- 
able property in the land. 

In fact, the older system was one of a sort of enlightened 
guess, or estimate, which was arrived at on general con- 
siderations, and was afterwards justified to the controlling 
authorities by various calculations. There was, of course, 
the former revenue on record, whether that of the Native 

The following paragraphs are paragraph 47 et seq. 
derived from the text of my first ® The student will remember this 
manual, very kindly revised for me, familiar Eevenue-term jama' (Ara- 
under the orders of the North- hie — meaning ‘ total sum ’) : it al- 
Western Provinces Government, by ways refers to the lump or total 
Mr. Hooper, Settlement Officer of sum assessed on the estate as Xand- 
Basti. revenue x>roper — apart from extra 

^ Direchom for Settlement Oncers, cesses (siwai) leviable by law. 
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Government of a summary Settlement, or that of the last 
regular Settlement. The Settlement Officer first grouped 
his villages into suitable circles where the conditions were 
the same : because the same soils and crop-yielding lands 
would naturally bear different rates according to the ad- 
vantage and disadvantage of general situation and condi- 
tions. There would be a group of canal- watei'ed villages, 
another on low moist land, another on high land^with deep 
wells : one group would be on the high road and accessible 
to market, another would be more remote. Then the Set- 
tlement Officer had a list of all village lands, cultivated, 
culturable waste, and unculturable, with details of irriga- 
tion ; he had statistics of increase in cattle, and population, 
and knew how far cultivation had extended during the 
previous years. On general considerations he could make 
a good estimate of the general rise that the different vil- 
lages ought to show : and adding these together, he would 
get the pargana total: supposing the addition showed 
a too sudden rise on the old total, that would lead him to 
reconsider the village totals. Then also recourse could be 
had to the opinion of respectable landholders, and of the 
pargana officials. Moreover there were cases where vil- 
lages in the neighbQurhood, of a generally similar kind and 
condition, were known to be fairly assessed, and these would 
afford a guide. Eeally, the pargana and village totals were 
arrived at by general calculations, and then tested by 
drawing out acreage rates for different kinds of soil. 

^ It will be observed that this method gave a general 
guide for estimating the amount of the revenue for the 
pargana or estate, but did not prescribe any particular 
process for calculating it. The Directions^ in fact, distinctly 
declared that a fair assessment could not be obtained with 
certainty by any fixed arithmetical process, and advised 
the Settlement Officer to proceed openly on the assumption 
that the operation was not one of arithmetical calculation, 
but of sound judgment and discretion. 

As to the incidence per acre, of the revenue, rates were 
worked out, and were employed, both as a means of 
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testing tbe total /a'7>2a’ for tbe tract, and for the assessment 
of the separate village lands in it. These rates as a rule de- 
pended on, and were deduced from, the estimate for the 
tract ; they were assumed to he suitable on more or less 
sufficient grounds ; but the selection of them was generally 
governed by the principle that the product of the rates 
into the cultivated area should result in an approximation 
to the total sum previously determined on. There might 
be one general rate for the whole pargana, or there might 
be rates for different soils : if the villages had been grouped 
into circles, there would be a separate rate or set of rates 
for each circle. 

Assuming that the pargana estimate was correct and the 
rates suitable, still it would not be fair to assess every 
village simply by multiplying the revenue rate over its 
area. In every tract or group of villages, there would be 
some which were above the average, and some which were 
below it ; and the average rates would be too high for the 
worst villages, and too low for the exceptionally good ones. 
The Settlement Officer, therefore, before finally fixing the 
village would test his rates in a variety of ways in 
order to see that they were suitable for the particular 
village he was assessing. He could coDQ^pare the rental of 
the land given by his ^soil rates’ with what the rental 
came to when calculated by rates on each plough (a method 
of payment often adopted by the people), or by rates on 
each well ^ or by rates obtained by valuations of produce. 
He could compare the incidence of the proposed rates 
with those actually paid in the village, or with those 
paid in similar villages in the neighbourhood; statistics 
of crops, irrigation, and so on (with inspection of the 
land), would show whether a village was of more or 
less than average fertility. Estimates of the real capa- 
bilities of the estate could be obtained from tahsildars and 
kdniingos or from respectable neighbouring landowners. 

^ That is, on the locally recognized village according to the depth of the 
area or block which one well waters ; well, the character of the soil, &c. 
this would vary frona village to 



46 


LAND SYSTEMS OE BEITISH INDIA. [book in. 


Again, experience of tlie working of the current Settle- 
ment might show that the village was already heavily 
assessed, in which case, although the average rates might 
suggest an increase, it would not he advisable, in the par- 
ticular case, to propose it. And there were also often local 
circumstances which could not conveniently be allowed 
to affect the average rates, but which might be allowed for 
by a general reduction on the jama! b 

Thus, in distributing the estimated demand for the tract, 
the special circumstances and capabilities of the individual 
villages would be taken into account ; such additions to, 
or deductions from, the jama" (calculated at the proposed 
revenue rates), would be made as the case might require, 
and a fair assessment at last arrived at. 

When the revenue for the cultivated area had been 
decided on, it might be that some additional assets were to 
be allowed for. There might be a large amount of cul- 
turable waste, which, though not then under the plough, 
might easily be cultivated, and the assessment would be 
raised for this, not of course to such a figure as would be 
attained by making the whole pay at cultivated rates, but 
by adding a fair lump sum for the prospective advantage. 
There might be also valuable jungle produce ; an addition 
would also be made for this. 

I have devoted some detail to this earlier method, 
because, not only was it adopted in the first Settlements, 
but the principles by which the fairness of the new assess- 
ment were to be tested, are still of general application. 

^ It is not necessary to go into this precisely the same soil. It was not 
subject. I may, however, mention thought possible, at least in the 
an instance. It is well Known how North-Western Provinces, to fix a 
castes differ in agricultural capacity ; generally diffei*ent set of rates for 
some are by birth bad cultivators each different caste ; the matter 
and lazy, and others are naturally can generally be best provided for 
good cultivators and diligent. This either by the moderate reduction 
tells on the land very much : the of the rates in the particular village, 
one will raise crops which will meet or by some such general allowance 
with ease a revenue that would on the total iawa’ as that alluded to 
crush a village of another caste on in the text. 



CHAP. I.] THE LAHD-EEVENHE SETTLEMENT. 


47 


§ 5. The Second System — Theoretical or Calculated 
Rent-Rates, 

The method just described was, however, superseded in 
the North-Western Provinces by the system of ‘ rent-rates/ 
to be next described; and this in turn has lately been 
modified by rules designed to secure a much simplified 
procedure; the great improvement in the accuracy and 
fulness of village agricultural statistics effected in recent 
years, has, it is believed, rendered this now practicable. 


§ 6. Origin and Progress of Money-Rents. 

Before describing the ' rent-rate ' method, I must explain 
how cash-rents came to be customary. The Introductory 
chapter in Vol. I. has explained that the earliest form of 
Government revenue was the Eaja taking a certain share 
out of the village grain-heap on the threshing-floor. It has 
also described how, in the reign of Akbar, the State-share.^ 
was converted into a money assessment^. As population 
increased, estates became multiplied by extension of cul- 
tivation and by the division of family property; at the 
same time coined money^ became more plentiful. In short, 
as it became more difiicult to manage the revenue collection*^ 
in kind, it became easier to levy a cash revenue, the means 
of paying in money being more attainable. Akbar’ s re- 
vised Settlement was based on the tenth of the average of 
actual collections during ten years of the reign. But it is 
only in districts to which this Settlement extended^ that 
money rates were substituted for grain rates on such a 
principle. It was more common to take no thought of the 


^ Vol. 1. Chap. V. p. 278. See 
also some admirable remarks on the 
process by which a change from 
grain to a cash-revenue was effected, 
in Mr. W. C. Benettfe 
^ ment Eem it. 1878, § 97 et seq. 

'^The use of coined money was 
Tmown in India from an ancient 
date ; but that is not the same 


thing as coin being commonly cur- 
rent as a medium of exchange in 
country districts. It was very long 
before that happened. To this day 
in some ‘ backward " districts, it is 
surprising how many of the simple 
village transactions are matters of 
barter rather than buying and sell- 
ing. 
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value of laud, but to assess a fixed annual charge per 
plough. This, it may be remarked in passing, is in itself 
enough to give the first impulse to ‘ competition for land/ 
because men -would find out that one farm was more profit- 
able than another, though it had the same plough rate. 

These rates became well known ; and crystallizing, like 
everything Indian, into being ‘ the custom,’ they may have 
survived all changes for a long time. Succeeding governors 
however revised the assessments from time to time, and 
with but little reference to the historic Settlement of the 
Eaja Todar Mai. So long as the Government remained 
strong, the rates fixed were respected, and extra charges 
were limited in number and levied by proper authority. 
No doubt, however, the rates that were then taken, having 
regard to the value of produce and the extent of land 
under cultivation, were quite as high as covZd be paid, 
and often represented the entire profits, leaving the culti- 
vators only enough to live on. 

When the British rule was introduced, all this came to 
an end. It was considered an essentially just and wise 
policy to recognize or confer a proprietary right in the land, 
and consequently to hand over to the proprietors so recog- 
nized, the produce- or money-rates paid by the non-proprie- 
tary cultivators; — rates which would formerly have been 
directly taken bj the king’s agents. In return, our Govern- 
ment engaged with the proprietor that he should pay to the 
ti'easury a sum, fixed for a term of years^ which was a 
moderate share of what it was estimated he could fairly 
make out of his estate. T he revenue rates 

(with such local alterations as time aeid circumstances had 
brought about) thus became the rents which the proprietors 
got 

Having, however, recognized proprietary right, we did 
not desire to withhold what were, at any rate from a 
European point of view, the natural and legal consequences 
of that proprietary right. Except where we stepped in with 
enactments to protect certain specified classes of ^ tenants,’ 
we left the proprietors free to get more rent out of the land, 
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if it could be got by fair means dependent on competition 
and the increased value of the soil and its produce ; and 
that very soon came to be the case. Waste land was 
eagerly taken up for cultivation : good government brought 
security and peace ; roads, railways, and canals were made, 
and the value of land rose greatly ; while population in- 
creased with it. Produce of all kinds also sold for a far 
higher price. The managers of estates no longer had to seek 
for tenants and to coax them to remain ; people began to 
come and ask for fields to cultivate, and were willing to bid 
against each other for them. The rents could then no 
longer remain at the old rates ; but what they really were 
and how they changed, it was not easy to ascertain. 


§ 7. Rents regarded as the chief Assets of each Estate, 

According to the modern theory, the State revenue is 
a fixed and moderate share of the proprietor’s annual 
assets. Now the ^assets ’ of the estate consist of: — (i) the 
money rents received from tenants, plus (2) the rental 
value of land held by the proprietor, or allowed by him 
to be held rent free, plus (3) .sources of profit (called in 
revenue language ^sair’), such as income from jungle 
products, fruits, and fisheries, and the advantage of a 
(perhaps considerable) area of culturable waste used, ad 
interim, as pasture land. 

The rental is the principal thing ; and the question 
was: — since we have no longer rents fixed by custom to 
deal with, but something like real rent-rates dependent 
on competition, and yet the true facts are mostly concealed 
from our knowledge ; how are we to get at the proper 
rents which should be the basis of our calculation ? That 
was the question to be answered under the second method 
of assessment practised. 
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§ 8. The proportion of Assets taken ly Government 

At this point it is necessary to note the changes which 
have from time to time been made in the rule determining 
what proportion of the ‘ assets ’ of each estate shonld be 
taken as the Government Land-Revenue. At the 1840 
Settlement the share to be taken by Government was fixed 
at 66 per cent, (two-thirds) ^ ; at the late Settlements, the 
officers who made it were directed to take about a half^ it 
being left to their discretion to increase the proportion in 
cases where they thought the landlord could pay it, or 
reduce it where they found the proprietary body were 
numerous and impoverished. 

‘ It is admitted . . . that the Settlement Officer should go 
below the sum which he may arrive at by assessing at 50 
per cent, on the rates prevailing in the pargana, in cases 
where, from the excessive number of cultivating proprie- 
tors, or from other causes, a full assessment would press too 
heavily. The question whether a like discretion exists 
where an assessment above 50 per cent, would still be a 
light assessment, is a more doubtful one. ... It would be 
difficult to lay down any distinct rule, but the Lieutenant- 
Governor would not object to a discretion being left to 
assess such propeidies at a somewhat higher rate . . . pro- 
vided the amount of the excess is clearly stated or 

fully justified in the village statements.’ (G. 0 . No. 1966A, 
dated 13th September, 1873, and No. 1379A, 'dated 5th June, 
1874). Practically the rule was this: if the assessment 
exceeded 55 per cent or fell below 45 per cent of the entire 
assets, the special sanction of the Board was required ; and 
so it still remains. 

^ This section is mostly quoted explained, the proportion or value 
from iliQ Administration Report^ 1882- of produce after defraying wages of 
83, page 43. labour and profits of stock, w^as 

2 Lord W. M. Bentinck said, in meant) would seem to be sufiicient, 
his Minute before alluded to, that under the most unfavourable cir- 
< a relinquishment by Government cumstanees, to serve as a remunerat- 
of 30 or 35 per cent, of the estima- ing return to cover all expenses and 
ted gross rent (by which, the Minute risk of collection.' 
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§ 9. Consideration of the ^Assets' resumed. — Rental 
of Sir Lands, 

I must now go back to the paragraph in which I stated 
what constituted the ‘ assets ’ of which the proportion (at 
first 66 per cent, and afterwards about 50 cent.) was 
taken as ' Eevenue.’ The proprietor’s rental is the main 
‘ asset ’ ; but all the land held by the proprietor does not 
bear a rent. His own home-farm does not ; and hence it is 
a question. What rental value is to be put on it in order to 
get the whole rental value of the estate ? The term ^ sir ’ 
land was to some extent explained in the introductory 
sketch (see Vol. I. Chap. V. p. 166). I may take it for 
granted that the student knows that in each estate the pro- 
prietor (or the several co-parceners) hold certain lands as their 
home-farm, and pay no rent, or only a nominal rent, for it. 

The simplest form of a joint- village-estate (such as 
those which form the bulk of the North-Western Provinces 
estates) would be, one in which every culturable acre paid 
a full rental, paid by the individual to the entire body. 
From the total so credited, after paying the Government 
revenue and village expenses, the balance or profit would 
be distributed to each co-proprietor according to his share. 
But this is rarely, if ever, the actual practice. Each sharer 
will have a certain area of sir or home-farm, for which (as 
I said) he pays nothing, or only a nominal rent, which is 
carried to the account. He msbj , also have land in his 
cultivation, which is therefore called ‘ khud-kasht ' (culti- 
vated by self, i. e. a proprietors self), but it is not ‘sir’ ; for 
it he pays rent to the joint-body, and this rent is carried to 
account. In making out a village-rental for assessment 
purposes, a rent-rate has of course to be thrown on the ‘sir ’ 
as well as the rest, for Government does not profess to 
allow ‘ sir ’ to be revenue-free or to be excluded from the 
assets. 

The question, then, first arises, What area ought to be 
called ‘ sir —entitled to this consideration as distinguished 
from land which is merely khuddcdskt, cultivated by a pro- 
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Act XIX 
of 1873, 
«ee. 3, 
cL 5. 


prietor who pays rent as tenant of the whole body ? The 
Land-Eevenue Act classes ' sir ’ as — 

(а) Land so recorded at last Settlement and so con- 

tinuously held since ; 

(б) land continuously cultivated by a proprietor — with 

his own stock, and by his own servants or hired 
labour — for twelve years ; 

(c) land recognized by village custom as the special 
holding of a co-sharer and treated as such in 
the distribution of profits and charges among the 
co-sharers 


§ 10 , Reduced Valuation alloived. 


At first when a rough valuation was made, and two- 
thirds, or 66 per cent., was taken as the Government Re- 
venue, the proprietor’s ' sir ’ was valued at full rates, as 
calculated for the lands held by tenants. And when the 
Government proportion was reduced to half assets, still for 
a time the practice was to assess sir at full proprietor’s 
rates. But it was soon recognized as fair to make some 
allowance in putting a rental on ^ sir ' lands. Lands culti- 
vated by proprietors are usually not fairly assessed at full 
tenant-rates. Though the land may be good, the North- 
Western Provinces landowners rarely belong to the more 
skilful agricultural castes, and their position or their caste 
may prevent their working with their own hands. They 


^ A very common form is, where 
a portion of the estate is let out to 
tenants, and the whole of the rest 
divided out among the proprietors 
as sir. Where the soil is good and 
valuable crops are raised, it often 
happens that the total amount of 
the rents i added to the nominal 
rents for the sir) covers the whole 
revenue demand ; and then the 
proprietors (practically^ have then- 
own sirj free for themselves, having 
occasionally, of course, to make up 
a deficiency where the rents of the 
tenant land fail to come up to the 
necessary total at any particular 


harvest. In such a ease, it would 
never do to represent the village 
rental-assets as only the income 
from the rented portion : to arrive 
at the ^ assets ’ for assessment pur- 
poses, a rent-rate would be thrown 
or the ‘ sir ^ also ; only it will be 
allowed at something iess than the 
other land. The revenue will then 
be 50 per cent, of the w?to?e rental 
so * corrected.' There may be other 
corrections to make and other 
minor assets to add in ; but the 
reader will at once see what I mean 
as regards the ‘sir.' 
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must then rely on hired labour. As a next step, therefore, 
the practice was, while rating such land at tenant-rates, to 
take existing rates without regarding the prospective en- 
hancement which such rates would undergo. Then, still 
later, it was the rule to allow sir valuation rates to be 
25 per cent, below the existing tenant-rates. 

This, however, was perhaps going too far the other way. 
And now that the revision rules have given great advan- 
tages to the landowner, since 1888 it has been ordered that 
the allowance should not exceed 10-15 per cent. 

These changes will be made clear by a few figures. 
Suppose that the sir of an estate valued at a full (actual or 
existing) tenant-rate would come to R. 1000. Under the 
first system the assessing officer would not let it stand 
at R. 1000, but would raise it to say E. 1200 — ^because 
he considered that the tenant-rents would certainly rise 
directly the Settlement was concluded ; then, under the 
different rules, the revenue payable by the sir would be — 

E. 

(1) Under f of the assets rule (-f of R. 1200) .... 800 

(2) Under | assets lule (| of R. 1200) 600 

(3) Under same rule, but at rates excluding any prospective 

increase ( J of R. 1000) 500 

(4) Under the rule allowing a reduction of 25 per cent., 

i e. J of R. 1000 less 250 or 750 375 

So great a reduction is obviously unnecessary, and there- 
fore the modern rule is quite fair. 


§ II. The First Rent-Rate System in the Norths 
Western Provinces described. 

These preliminaries being mastered, we are now in a 
position to describe what I may call the first system of 
rent-rate valuation — a system which is still essentially 
followed (though with the important modification of neg- 
lecting prospective increase) in the later rules. 

By the Instructions for the Settlement of Sahdranpur and 
Gorakhpur fmsned in 1855 and 1856, the system originally 
prescribed in the Directions (and already alluded to) was 
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materially changed. By this time cash-rents were genera], 
and more certain information as to the rents actually paid 
could be obtained. Accordingly the Settlement OiEficer was 
now directed to ascertain the average rental-assets of each 
estate, and to fix the assessment with reference to a well- 
ascertained rental ; and it was declared to be his business 
to approach as nearly as he could, for the groundwork 
of his proceedings, to the real rental value of every 
'pro'perty 

Henceforward, then, it became necessary for the Settle- 
ment Officer to estimate the rental of each village or 
estate; and the assessment could no longer bo based on 
pargana total-estimates framed on more or less general 
grounds. 

I do not think it necessary to describe the rougher 
methods of valuation ; I shall therefore come at once to 
the final development which the system received in the 
Farukhdbad Settlement under Mr. (now Sir) C. A. Elliott. 
This was the foundation of the rules drawn up by the 
Board of Revenue in 1875, and was, till recently, the 
system followed in all the later Settlements. It may be 
described as the system of general or theoretical ‘rent- 
rates.’ 

In valuing a village, the &st and most useful guide 
would naturally be the actual rent-roll, which is furnished 
by the papers kept up by the patwdri. This rent-roll, 
or jamahanM, as it is called, required, under the most 
favourable conditions, to be corrected and supplemented 
before it could be deemed to show the true renting 
value of the village lands. The first and most important 


^ Vide Instructions hy the Budder Board 
of Beienuej concerning the reiision of 
Settlement in the Salidranpur distiict, 
paragraph 36. Memorandum of in- 
stmctions for the resettlement of the Gor- 
akhpur distnet, paragraph 13, sect. 2. 
The Saharanpur Instractions, it is 
true, repeat the warning of the Biree- 
t'lons against minute inquiries as to 
the average net assets of village s 
hut a letter explanatory of the in- 


structions distinctly lays down the 
principle given in the text (see 
letter No. 1019 A, of iith July, 1856, 
to Secretary, Board of Revenue, 
printed in appendix No. XX to the 
1858 edition of the iJmcUons to Setib’ 
merit Ojficers, It will be remembered 
that the second (1858) edition of 
the Bmdlons was revised so as to 
include the Saharanpur instruc- 
tions. 
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correction, viz. to afSx a rental to ^ sir * lands, has just been 
explained. The proprietors, again, might on their own 
account have allowed certain plots to be rent-free, from 
charitable motives or as payment for service. Again, the 
rents recorded as due from the tenants might be fraudu- 
lently understated, or they might be rack-rents^ which 
could be colleated only in exceptionally favourable years ; 
or rents might be stated which, though possibly genuine, 
were excessively low compared with the rents paid for 
similar land in the neighbourhood, and the reason for 
the variation demanded explanation. In all these respects 
the rent-roll required to be scrutinised and ' corrected ’ 
by the local knowledge of the Settlement Officer before 
he could determine from it what would be a fair valua- 
tion of ‘assets' for the village. If, however, the rents 
recorded in the village papers were found accurate for 
the tenant-rented land, and the Settlement Officer had 
before him accurate and detailed statistics for the last 
ten or twelve years of the cultivated area of the village, 
the character of the crops, the extent and the increase of 
irrigation, the number of the village cattle, the range of 
prices, the rent and revenue collections and coercive pro- 
cesses, and the like, he would have no difficulty in forming 
a sound judgment as to the true average rental, and in 
settling a fair land-revenue assessment on this basis. The 
modern Settlement Officer in the North-Western Provinces 
has all this information at hand owing to the close atten- 
tion now paid to the preparation and checking of the 
annual village papers. But some years ago this was not 
the case. The patwaii's papers could not be relied on, nor 
were they prepared in such a form as to clearly exhibit the 
agricultural condition of the village during a series of years. 
The Settlement Officer was obliged to seek for other data 
to supplement, and often to supersede, the defective village 
papers. He had to employ deductive or comparative 
methods in order to estimate, in the absence of direct 
evidence, the probable fair letting-value of the village lands. 
In this way he was led to make a minute analysis of the 
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yarions rates of rent -whicli he found ordinarily paid for 
different classes of land throughout a homogeneous tract, 
and by a process of elimination of rents, in his opinion un- 
duly high, or unduly low, he arrived at cei*tain standard 
rates, which he then used to ascertain the renting capabili- 
ties of individual villages. 


§ Practical steps taken in determining Rent-ixites ^ — 
Assessment Circles. 

I have already indicated that rent-rates have to be ascer- 
tained, not altogether separately for each estate, but the 
same rates (for the different soils) will ordinarily apply to 
as many villages as form a group or circle having similar 
general conditions or position. The first step is therefore to 
adopt ^ assessment circles ’ for tracts having generally the 
same features. Thus we might have a circle of villages or 
moist alluvial ground, or along a canal ^ ; a group of culti- 
vation on sloping or broken ground along the edge of river 
valleys, and so forth. And the circles may also have refer- 
ence to market and export facilities. Sometimes the circle 
would coincide with the old ‘ pargana ’ division ; sometimes 
a pargana would require several circles. 


§ Soil Classification. 

But every village in the circle will further require to have 
its soils classified, so that every field may be referred to a 
certain class which has an appropriate rent-rate calculated 
for it. In making the classification it has been more and 
more the rule to aim at breadth and simplicity, to refuse to 
multiply minute distinctions which do not really affect the 
letting value, and to have the soil classes as few as circum- 
stances will allow. In only few Settlements do we find a 

^ Uplands away from tlie rivers actually river-flooded or perpetually 
are always called ‘ L^ngar ’ and low- moist lands being ‘ tar^i ' or ^ kacb- 
lands by the river ^ kb^dir * the bar/ 
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very large number of classes and a formidable catalogue of 
diflFerential soil-rates. Such cases have occurred, and are 
sometimes beld up as if they characterized the system ; but 
it is not so. The system of soil classification actually adopted 
in different districts naturally varied according to local 
circumstances. In some parts of the country, for example, 
it was found that variations in rates of actual rents depended 
chiefly on natural varieties of soil, so that loam, clay, sand, 
river alluvial, and so forth, had to be discriminated. Each 
kind of soil might be further subdivided into ' good,’ ‘ bad,’ 
^best,’ ^ worst,’ and so forth; or again be dealt with as 
‘ irrigated ’ or ‘ unirrigated.’ In other places, the value of 
land was found to be mainly influenced by its position 
with regard to the village site, and the facility for using 
manure; and what was called the ‘conventional’ or 
‘artificial’ soil classification was here followed. As this 
latter method was closely connected with improvements 
introduced by Mr. (now Sir) C. A. EUiott, and was the one 
most generally employed, it is worth while to describe it a 
little more fully. 

The system was based on the fact that villages often 
exhibited certain zones of cultivation the rental value of 
which was found to be different, irrespective of difference of 
natural advantages of soil. 

The homestead lands in the immediate vicinity of the 
village site were found to be the best ; here they receive 
much more care than lands further oflP, are more easily 
manured and better watered. They are also likely to be the 
best lands, because, naturally, when the village was founded, 
the best and most fertile soil would be brought first under 
cultivation, and the village residences would be built in 
convenient vicinity to such lands. The value, then, of all 

^ The zones are generally known served in the central parts of the 
as (i) goind,gonda, gauhan, orMra, Bo^b. But it is not, of course, 
i.e. the nearest to the village site, absolute. For instance, in Muzaf- 
to which manure is carried with farnagar, sugar-cane is cultivated 
least cost ; (2) ^m^njha," or ‘ miy- wherever the soil suits and water is 
ana," the middle ; and (3) the available throughout the villages, 
outlying lands (‘ barha "). This and here of course manure follows ; 
arrangement is very generally ob- so that the circles do not apply. 
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homestead land is in many cases quite independent of, and 
rises superior to, any differences in the soil, if indeed any 
such exist 

Next in value is the middle zone, and lowest of all is that 
consisting of outlying lands at a distance from the village 
site which are less carefully cultivated, and to which manure 
is not so easily carried. 

These zones are called ‘har,’ and it is the practice to 
recognize the homestead, middle, and outer har. The 
villages often have recognized rates for land in each h^r. 
As I said before, the homestead has a uniform and com- 
paratively high rental value, irrespective of soil, and is sure 
to be irrigated; but in the middle and outer zones there 
will be different rental values within the zone, according to 
the soil and according to means of irrigation, so that soil 
classes are made use of within each h^r if need be ; and 
these soils, again, may be irrigated or unirrigated. 

It is evident that, when an assessment was based on 
classified soils and rent-rates, accuracy in the areas of the 
different classes was of the utmost importance ; for instance, 
if the area classified as homestead-lands in any village was 
made too large, or the outlying bar too small, it is clear that 
the valuation by rent-rates would be incorrect and useless. 
If, as was the original practice, the class of soil was merely 
entered against each field in the ‘ khasra ' or village field 
register, it was impossible that the Settlement Officer could 
examine and classify every separate field himself; and, if 
the classification was made by subordinate agency, the 
number of entries which he could test and correct was very 
limited. Mr. Elliott introduced the simple plan of marking 
out the limits of the different blocks of soil, or hdrs, on tlie 
village map. In some places the Settlement Officer was 
able to do this entirely by himself ; if not, and the ‘ soil- 
maps ' were prepared by subordinates to begin with, it was 
a comparatively easy matter to check and correct them when 

^ Some Settlement Officers have generally been considered nnnecos- 
carried their soil classes even into sary, 
the homestead * Mr' ; but this has 
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the village was inspected. By either method, the correct- 
ness of the soil classification was sufficiently ensured, and 
the valuation by rent-rates was made to rest on a safe 
foundation. In addition to this, such a plan of the village 
showing the patches of the different classes of land, or bars, 
into which it is divided, greatly assisted the Settlement 
Officer in making the local inquiry into ^ prevailing rates ’ 
which was enjoined upon him. 

§ 14, Village Inspection. 

The arrangement of circles, and classing of soils, necessi- 
tated careful local inspection ; the rules framed accordingly 
directed that, when the Settlement measurements were 
sufficiently advanced, the Settlement Officer should proceed, 
during the field season, to inspect the villages and to mark 
out on his map the blocks or areas, in each village, of which 
the soil or advantages differed to such an extent as to 
warrant a separate classification, so that all the fields 
numbered in the map would come under one or other of the 
different classes. At the same time the Settlement Officer 
inquired into the prevailing rates of rent in each block, 
both by local inquiry and by reference to village records : 
he was to note any facts or local circumstances which might 
affect the rental value and the assessment of the village ; 
and during this inspection he formed his conclusions as to 
the limits of the circles or groups of villages already alluded 
to. 


§ 15. ^ Prevailing^ Rent-rates. 

Tables were next made out showing the area of each 
class of soil in each village, and the actual rents paid for 
that part of it which was held by tenants as far as these 
could be ascertained. Abnormally high or low rents being 
excluded, the rest were added up and divided by the total 
area of the soil class. The result gave an average rent-rate 
for that class of soil throughout the circle which was known 
as the 'prevailing' or ascertained rate. 
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§ 1 6, Actual or ^ StandarcV Rent-rates, 

The next step was to frame rates for actual valuation, 
or standard rates, which often differed more or less 
from the ^prevailing rates/ The Settlement Officer here 
exercised his discretion, and used the knowledge of rent- 
rates gained at inspection, in picking out from among 
the varying rent-rates those which seemed most suitable h 
Sometimes he took the rates of selected exemplar villages 
in preference to the arithmetical averages of the circle : and 
very commonly he went above the prevailing rates from a 
belief that they did not represent the full economic rent of 
the land, and that rent would be certainly raised by the 
landlords as soon as the revised land-revenue was fixed and 
a new Settlement lease for thirty years secured. This was 
sometimes called ‘ discounting prospective enhancements of 
rent/ On the other hand, he occasionally fixed his standard 
rates somewhat below the level of the prevailing rates, on 
the ground that special circumstances, such as liability to 
floods or drought, made the rent-roll and the rent-rates of 
the tract liable to great fluctuations. 

But, in any case, the prevailing rates wore taken as the 
basis of the rates assumed for assessment, and variation 
from them had to be explained and justified. 

§ 17. Village Note-hooks, 

The Settlement Officer kept a manuscript book during 
the progress of Settlement operations, in which he caused 
to be transcribed (in English) all agricultural statistics con- 
nected with each village or estate at the past and present 
Settlements. In this book the notes made at inspections 
regarding the soils and crops, means of irrigation, the caste 
and agricultural skill of the cultivators, were also entered, 

^ The later system in fact substi- (as the basis of induction \ and this, 
tuted an induction from particular as well as the demarcation of the 
rents for a deduction from general dijBferent classes of the soil, required 
rent-rates. * The crucial part of the the most minute personal inspection 
operation was the selection of the and inquiries in eac*h village/ . , , 
specific rents which were to be used {Administration lieport, i882t-3, p. 44.) 
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as well as any facts of importance relating to the revenue 
and general history of the village and the working of the 
past Settlement. It also contained the classification of soils, 
abstracts of the village rent-rolls, and the corrected rental ; 
and, in short, included all the information bearing on the 
rental-value of the village which could be obtained from 
the records, or was supplied by the statistics of the survey, 
or which had been elicited by the personal inquiry made on 
the spot. 


§ 1 8. Rent-rate Report, 

As soon as the rent-rates were calculated out, the rent- 
rate report was submitted to the Board of Eevenue ^ through 
the usual channels. This report justified the rates, explained 
the basis on which they had been ascertained, and, in fact, 
gave a full description of the whole procedure, so as to 
satisfy the controlling authority of the correctness of the 
results arrived at. 

§ 19. Detailed Assessment on the basis of the Standard 

Rates. 

When the rent-rates had received sanction, the village 
jama\ or lump-sum assessment, had to be calculated. 

The result of the processes described in the preceding- 
paragraphs, was to give general rent-rates calculated to be 
suitable to each kind of soil (in the particular classification 
adopted) throughout the circle or the pargana. But in 
applying such rates to any particular village estate some 
special modification might be necessary, and when the rates 
so modified were added up, and the estate assets for rental 
thus ascertained, there might be other sources of profit {sdir)^ 
such as produce of fisheries, fruits, and jungle products to 
be taken into account. Thus a final lump-sum to be 
assessed on the mahdl or estate was arrived at. 

^ See Act XIX of 1873, sections 45 and 257, under which rules for pre- 
paring such reports are made. 
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Act XIX 
of 1873, 
.sec, 45. 


§ 20. FartheT Report and Announcement of the 
Assessment. 

It was therefore necessary that, besides the General Eent- 
rate Eeport already alluded to, a further report on any 
modified village rates, and on the village total assessments 
should be submitted to the Board of Revenue. 

The revenue-totals [jama') are then announced at the 
iahsil or rural-treasury office on a day fixed by proclama- 
tion. 

How the village total is apportioned among the co- 
sharers of the village or estate is a detail which I will 
explain afterwards. 


§ 21. The latest modification of the Rules. — Assessment 
on actual Rent-rates. 

The system described in the foregoing paragraphs was 
followed and gradually perfected in the iSTorth-Westem 
Provinces between the years 1855 and 1878, during which 
the districts composing the Province came successively 
under Settlement. In the absence of accurate village 
statistics, it was the only practicable expedient by which 
the rental assets of an estate, and the land-revenue reason- 
ably assessable on it, could be estimated. It was, however, 
productive of many inconveniences, and not unseldom 
resulted in serious mistakes. In the first place, the pre- 
viously existing patwaris’ maps were so inaccurate, and had 
originally been constructed on such defective methods, that 
a complete field-to-field survey was required before the 
Settlement Officer could enter on the work of revising the 
land assessment. With the new maps, an entirety new set 
of village records had to be prepared, and the rights of every 
individual cultivator investigated and decided. The Settle- 
ment Officer was also obliged to adjudicate in a summary 
manner on all possessory claims preferred to estates or 



CHAP. I.] THl LAND-BEVENUB SETTLEMENT. 


63 


shial‘es in estates^ to groves, houses, manorial dues ^ and the 
like. The Settlement* Officer was thus both an assessing 
officer, and an officer charged with the complete resurvey of 
the district, and construction de oiovo of the authoritative 
village records of every class of agricultural rights. Under 
such conditions a Settlement could not be otherwise than 
an excessively costly and protracted operation. Some dis- 
tricts have been ten years or more under Settlement, and 
throughout the term agriculture was perhaps depressed, and 
improvements discouraged. What was more, the result of 
so much elaborate care and toil was not always to bring out 
an assessment that was satisfactory in working. The 
vicissitudes of an Indian climate, and of the physical condi- 
tions generally, are such that the very best theoretical 
assessments do not result in an equal Incidence in all cases. 
One estate regards itself as having got off well, and the next 
as having fared badly. In fact, while recognizing the care 
and skill brought to the difficult task of fixing rent-rates, 
the doubt necessarily arises, must wo not now admit that a 
perfectly satisfactory soil valuation for assessment purposes 
is impossible, — and that therefore wo must in future be 
content with something much simpler ? Whatever may be 
thought on this point, it was undeniably a desideratum on 
general grounds, to secure the districts that had once been 
accurately surveyed, and had good records and complete 
Settlement details, from the outlay and trouble involved in 
a repetition of the whole Settlement process at the end of 
each thirty years. 

The correspondence on the method for attaining this end 
has been discussed, and its results given, in my general 
chapter on Revenue Systems. (Vol. I. Chap. V, p. 355.) 

The first essential is to keep the maps and records, once 
made, accurately up to date, and to secure accurate village 
statistics. With this primary object the Departme nt of 

^ This term — though inaccurate or otlior potty cesses and duos levied 
enough in itself— has become popn- by the proprietary body, or some of 
lar in Eeports and Kevenne books, them, on the non-proprietors in a 
to indicate the miscellaneous items village, 
such as fees on marriages, house-fees 
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Land Records and Agriculture was founded in It 

began at once with training and supervising the village and 
tahsil recording agency (patwMs and kdnungos). The 
measures taken have proved so far effectual that in all 
districts in which the survey of the previous Settlement has 
been carefully made, it will be possible to dispense with a 
new survey, and to accept the existing record .of rights, 
subject to such minor corrections as may be made in the 
course of a year by a small special establishment working in 
conjunction with the village patwSris and k^mingos of 
circles. The Settlement Officer will thus be enabled to 
confine bis attention to re-assessment, and being relieved 
of the mass of judicial and semi-judicial work which used 
to occupy the time of his predecessor, and being also supplied 
with full and accurate statistical information regarding the 
economic and agricultural condition of each estate for the 
last ten or twelve years, will be able to complete the revi- 
sion of the land assessment of a district within three years. 
Along with this change in the duties of the Settlement Officer, 
and this improvement in the statistical materials for his 
guidance, the principles on which the revision of the land- 
assessment will in future proceed have been recently 
re-examined, and in some important respects modified. 


§ Estates are in different stages of deoelopment ; this 
affects the principle, or degree of simpdicity of 
the procedure for revision. 

The first thing to do is to determine in what condition, 
as regards its Settlement data, a district coming up for 
re-settlement, is. I have already alluded to the orders of 
1881, which require special sanction before any district is 
put under revision of Settlement at all. But further, it is 
mtended that estates shaU be classified, so that in some, at 
least, which are fully developed, and where the incidence of 
the revenue is fairly equal, the process of re-assessment 
shaU be reduced to the simplest possible process of revision 
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by a percentage enhancement of existing rates, without any 
new inquiry into rental assets whatever. 

In all estates the harassing operations of re-survey and 
classification ‘will, as far as possible, be dispensed with : and 
it is agreed that enhancements of assessments should be based 
mainly on considerations of general increase in the value of 
land and its produce. Further, that the assessment of an 
estate should not be revised merely with the view of equal- 
izing its incidence with that of other estates. And lastly, 
that specific works of improvement made by the land-holders 
themselves should, as far as possible, be encouraged, by 
exempting them from being a direct cause of enhancement 
of revenue for a suitable period of years Improvements 
made at the cost of the State, and also, to some extent, 
increase of the area under cultivation, would constitute a 
proper ground for enhancement. 

In the case of estates which are ready for- the simplest 
kind of revision, it may be possible to make the next Settle- 
ment by applying some general rate of enhancement ; in 
which case, should any proprietor object to the result, he 
will be given the option of having the estate valued on the 
detailed system. As yet, however, this method of a ‘ rate- 
able enhancement ' has not been applied in any case, as the 
summary inquiry through the Department of Land Records 
and Agriculture, which the rules require to be made when- 
ever a Settlement approaches expiration, has hitherto 
invariably shown that the incidence of the expiring assess- 
ments is very uneven. It is more important, therefore, for 
us to consider the simplified rules which are actually capable 


^ It should be borne in mind that 
the Land-Revenue being the substi- 
tute or equivalent for a share in the 
produce, it must, in any case,ieally 
include a charge on improvements 
— for instance, on the continued 
working and gradual amelioration 
of the soil, which are just as mucii 
* improvements * as the well sunk 
by a rich man. There is no more 
reason why one should be protected 
than the other. It is very easy to 


make use of well-sounding, hut 
rather misleading phrases about 
‘ taxing capital laid out in im- 
proving the soil' and such like. 
The really practical plan is to 
cmoutay& the repetition of such 
works, by granting to them a de- 
finite protection for a term of years. 
This encouragement is only prac- 
ticable when the work is a de- 
finite and tangible one, capable of 
record and estimate of direct outlay. 
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of use and will be followed in most of the revisions now 
falling due. 


§ 2^, RvZes under the Revenue Ad, 


Speaking generally, the present rules modify the former 
rent-rate system^ by substituting an inquiry into the adual 
rental received by the landlord in place of any method of 
calculating what rates ought to he or probably would be 
attained in the years immediately following the Settlement. 
In a word, we find out (now that we have the means of 
doing so) what rents really are, not what they ought to be, 
or what it is supposed they would be. No addition is 
made on account of an expected rise in rents or increase of 
cultivation. The primary duty of the Settlement Officer is 
to ascertain the amount of the actual rent-roll of each estate. 
General rent-rates of an abstract character are only to be 
employed as subsidiary tests of the genuine character of the 
village rent-roll, or to supply rates for lands that pay no 
actual rent : they are not to be made the basis of the assess- 
ment. 

Soils are still classified, and rent-rates framed for each 
class, from personal inquiry and examination of records ; 
the classification is made as broad and simple as possible, 
resting on the general distinctions recognized by the people 
as influencing rents : a minute classification of soils is 
discouraged, and the standard rent-rates are required to 
correspond as closely as possible with the rates actually 
and most commonly paid for the different classes of soil, 
instead of being, as they sometimes were, more of the nature 
of average rates obtained by calculation h 


^ Eules under section 39, Act XTY 
of 1873, prescribing the mode in 
which the revenue demand is to be 
assessed were framed by the Local 
Government in 1886. These rules 
may be subject to modification as 
further experience is gained ; but 
they show clearly the principles of 
the new method, and are, therefore, 
printed in full as an An^endw to this 
chapter. 


Eules for the ro-s(‘,tiIement of 
estates so situated as regards their 
stage of development, and as rc*gar<|g 
the completeness of infinmuitioiuind 
proper incidence of the riweime 
assessment, that the ‘rateable en- 
hancement * method can bo applied, 
have not yet been framed, nor could 
they be successfully, till actual re- 
assessments have been proposed on 
the simplified principles. 
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The Settlement Officer has, as before, to inspect every 
village, in order to satisfy himself that the acknowledged 
and recorded rents are, or are not, the rents actually paid ; 
at the same time he inquires into the rates, and, after he 
has seen a sufficient number of villages (which are already 
grouped into circles), he selects his standard rent-rates. 

A valuation is made of each village by applying the 
standard rent-rates to the different classes of soil ; but this 
valuation is only made use of for assessment in certain 
cases : it is chiefly intended to assist the Settlement Officer 
in comparing one village with another, and in judging 
whether the rents recorded in the official I'ent-roll of a 
particular village are genuine and sufficient. The new^ 
rules equally with the older ones, speak of the assessment 
being ordinarily made on the ^corrected rental,’ because 
a calculation has still to be made in order to apply a proper 
rate to lands not paying rent. But, as has been already 
explained, a ‘ corrected ’ rental, obtained merely by valuing 
the whole cultivated area at the average rate paid for that 
part of it which is held by tenants, is not always a fair 
valuation ; and in some cases, as, for instance, when all the 
land is cultivated by proprietors, the means of making such 
a valuation are wanting. The Settlement Officer is there- 
fore allowed to correct the rental in other ways. In a 
village in which there is very little land held by tenants, 
or none at all, or where the classes of soil cultivated by 
proprietors, or held at nominal or grain-rents, differ mate- 
rially from the rest, the rental may be corrected by applying 
to the area in question the soil-rates of the circle, or the 
rates paid for similar land in a neighbouring village; 
allowance will be made, in the case of produce-rents, for 
the uncertainty and lowness of the receipts, as compared 
with those from lands of similar quality for which money- 
rents are paid. 

Land held by proprietors ^ as home-farm is allowed, as 
already stated, a reduced rate of valuation. The allowance 

^ That part whieh is their legal 3, Act XIX of 1873, minus whatever 
‘ BIT,* as defined by clause 5, section portion of it has been sub-let. 
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is now, imder orders issued in 1888, from ten to fifteen per 
.eent. hetow foil actual, or existing rent-rates on. tenant 
, In short, while it is the principle of the rules to 
deal with actual facts, and not with rents as it is supposed 
they may become, every care is taken to let the rental be 
a real actual rental, and not one misi'epresented by interested 
persons, or one which really excludes much land from being 
valued at all. 

The Settlement Officer has seen the village, he has com- 
pared it with other similar villages in the circle, and has 
valued it by the standard rates. He can judge whether the 
admitted rents are those which are actually paid or not : he 
can decide, from his inspection and from tables showing the 
soil classification, which is the fairest method of correcting 
the rental. If the admitted rents are the real rents and are 
not seriously inadequate, he is bound to assess on the 
corrected rental. Even if, through the careless or easy 
management of the proprietor, the rents paid are consider- 
ably lower than those prevalent in the circle for similar 
land, the rent-roll is still taken as the basis of assessment, 
if it allows of a reasonable increase on the demand of the 
expiring Settlement. 

On the other hand, it may be found that the rents have 
been fraudulently understated, or that they are rack-rents 
on which it would not be safe or fair to assess ; or an 
examination of the rent-rolls of previous years may show 
that the rent-roll now put forward is considerably higher 
than the average assets of the village. In such cases, the 
. jamabandi may be set aside, and the village assessed, either 
on the valuation by the circle rates, or at rates which have 
been found to be paid by tenants for similar land in other 
villages in the neighbourhood ; or, when the assets have 
been concealed, by the rates actually paid in the village for 
the difierent classes of soil, if these rates can be discovered. 

Keceipts from fisheries or wild produce may be added to 
the corrected rental; and, as already remarked, the Settle- 
ment Officer is allowed to fix the Government share at from 
45 fo 55 cent, of the result ; but, if the proposed revenue 
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exceeds 55 or falls below 45 per cent., tlie special sanction 
of the Board has to be obtained. 

When the assessment of the tract has been completed, the 
villageyania'’6* are reported to the Board of Eevenue (through 
the Commissioner) for sanction. The report at the same 
time justifies the standard rates, and explains the grounds 
on which they were selected : a separate rent-i'ate report is 
not required. 

It should be noticed, in conclusion, that if any tacts have 
to be valued, for which grain-rents are still paid, money- 
rates are calculated by comparison^ with neighbouring 
lands, nearly similar, which pay in cash. 

^ Rule 8 (4) of tlie rules for as- according to locality, and after de- 

sessment, already alluded to, directs ducting a prel imiiiar j ‘ ploughinan’h 

that where grain-rents appear, the allowance* called ‘halyig ’—about 

position and character of the fields one-seventh of the whole. In this 

must be looked to. It may be found district the method of obtaining tlu* 

that, because of the outlying and assessment is thus described in th<* 

inferior character of the fields, a Government orders on the Settle- 

grain-rent, i.e, a share of the actual ment. The Settlement Officer ‘first 

produce, whatever it may be at any asceidained a general average rent 

given harvest, is taken, because of per acre of cultivated land from an 

the uncertainty which would render analysis of all money- leases of viJ- 

tenants unwilling to bind them- lages and other sources. He also 

selves for a yearly cash-rent. Or it prepared tables of the estimated 

may be, that the land is liable to outturn of each class of crops from 

flood, or, lying on the outskirts of each class of soil, and turned the 

jungle-land, to the ravages of wild landlord’s share (of this outturn) 

animals. Here it will not always into money. . . . An estimate of 

be easy to apply standard cash-rates the rental was also made from the 

or cash rent-rates paid for similar patwari’s papers (which should re- 
land in the neighbourhood ; due present the actuals), the grain-nuits 

allowance must be made for preca- beingturned into money equivalent, 

riousness of crop or inferiority of and another estimate from all 

yield. As an example from one money-leases granted within seven 

of the late Settlements, I noticed years.* These were corrected by 

that the Settlement Beport of Bijnor certain additions, and thus there 

(1864-74) describes the district were so many standards or aids for 

(p. 87) as still subject to corn-rents, comparison of the rates assumed for 

either collected by division of tlie assessment purposes. The ei*op- rates 

grain (‘batai’), or by an estimate were the actual basis of assessment ; 

of the produce before the crop is they were made out partly on ‘zabtr 

reaped (locally called ^ ’amakhlri ’). (money-rents) paid, and partly, by 

Cash-rents were only common(called valuing, at a ten years* averagt* 

^ zahti ’) on certain kinds of crop, not value, the grain share of the owner, 

on lands. The corn-rent was of a taken as 17I to i6| seers per maund 

share, half or (rarely) one-fourth of outturn. 
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§ 24. Cesses^ 

This is a convenient opportunity to mention the rates 
that are levied along with, or with some percentage refer- 
ence to, the land-revenue. 

t/The ordinary cesses formerly amounted to 10 per cent., 
and were devoted to the support of schools and roads in 
the district. In 1878, by a special Act of the Legislature, 
an additional % per cent, was levied to defray the expendi- 
ture incurred and to be incurred for the relief of famine, 
or in connection with the insurance of districts against 
famine \ 

A very inconsiderable sum ^ is also levied on account of 
canal-irrigation advantages, i. e. not the price of the water 
consumed (which is separate), but a small payment, known 
under the still existing Canal law of 1873 as the ‘ owners 
rate ’ (or as it used to be called ' Water-advantage rate 
This meant that when the selling or letting value of any 
land had been increased by the canal construction, and the 
assessment as imposed at Settlement did not take account of 
this, a rate was imposed on the owner to make up. 

§ 25. Distribution of Bevemte over the Shares in Estates. 

The revenue on each estate is announced in the form of 
one lump sum, although that sum is arrived at by cal- 
culating rates for each acre, and then modifying the total. 
The village body (in all cases where the estate is owned by 
a body of coparceners) has then the duty of settling, accord- 
ing to the custom and constitution of the village, what 
portion of the total each sharer is primarily liable for. 
This process, effected by the aid of a village committee, or 
‘ panchayat,^ is called the ^ bachh.’ The Settlement Officer 
aids and advises, but does not enforce any particular dis- 
tribution. The whole matter is one of tenure and custom, 

^ See explanation of the so-called ^ About i| lakhs of rupoos in tho 
‘famine insurance fund" in the year. 

General Sketch, Vol. I. Chap. V. 
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andj in fact, the student will find more about it in the 
chapter on Tenures which follows. It is, of course, neces- 
sary that each sharer should know what he has to pay, 
as the joint and several liability of the whole group for the 
whole revenue is a thing in the background, rarely en- 
forced, and liable to be put an end to by partition at any 
moment. 

§ Adjustment of Tenants' Rents consequent on 
Assessment 

In the Settlement made on the earlier rule of ideal rents, 
and, indeed, on any rule, when the rates are enhanced, the 
success of the assessment will depend a good deal on the 
ability of the proprietary class to adjust their rents witli 
the tenants, a matter of principle the North-Western law 
has found it possible to leave a great deal of the rent- 
adjustment to contract, and to the good sense of the 
landlords, under control of the Comics and of the re- 
quirements of the Tenant law. But with the care that 
the Settlement system takes in the matter of securing and 
recording the rights of the tenantry, it is obvious that the 
adjustment of rents after the Settlement ^jamal ' or total 
revenue has been announced is a matter requiring unusual 
attention. Mr. Fuller, of the Central Provinces, writes : — 

^ The revenue was assessed on a rental which was assumed 
to be a fair one at the time of Settlement, or within a reason- 
able period after its conclusion. In calculating it, allowanci* 
was made for enhancement, which could reasonably be effected 
at the time the new assessment was assumed . . . The adjust- 
ment of rents, after the announcement of the revenue, formed, 
in most Settlements, an essential part of the j)rocGedings. In 
the North- Westexm Provinces it has ordinarily been the practice 
to effect this, as far as possible, through the people themselves. 
— that is to say, the propiietors and tenants were called toge- 
ther, the gross amount of the rental which the Settlement 
Officer considered a fair average for the period of Settlement 
was announced, and they were asked to raise the existing 
rental towards this amount by distributing among themselves 
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all or a part of the difference between the rental and tlie 
desired rental. In theory, then, the Settlement Officer, as an 
assessing officer, did not go below the village ; ho left it to the 
people to settle the rentals which would be payable on the 
different holdings, in order to bring out the total rental. This 
system of procedure seldom resulted in the production of a 
revised rental which exactly corresponded with the gross 
rental as fixed by the Settlement Officer. Where the tenants 
were strong, and could resist enhancement, the landlord was 
forced to compromise with them for less than the full rental 
assessed. On the other hand, when the landlord was power- 
ful, he would often obtain a rent considerably above the xxnffal 
assumed. It is owing to this that the actual incidence of the 
revenue on the adjusted assets ” (i. e. of the rentals as they 
really come out when the landlord and tenants have done 
their best) varies so greatly in different villages.’ 

The Settlement Officer might uniformly assess at half the 
assumed rental (or assumed assets), hut the proportion ac- 
tually taken, depended, of course, on the extent to which 
the adjusted rental corresponded to that on which tht^ 
Government half was calculated. 

^ It should be added that, although in theory the adjustment 
of rents is left to the people, yet, as a matter of fact, the 
Settlement Officer has commonly interfered to assist them, and 
has brought his influence and authority to bear in overcoming 
the resistance of individual tenants to a fair enhancement, and 
in keeping the demands of the proprietors within moderate 
limits.’ 


§ 2,y. Results of Settlement 

In the North-Western Provinces the Kevenue stood thtis 
in 188^3-83 : — 

^ K. 

Permanently settled 47,66,000 

TemporarUy settled 3,81,56,000 


Total . . 4,29,22,000 


It now remains to be seen how far the recent discussion of 
principles will result in simplifying and minimizing the work 
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of the revision (when it falls due) of the last (thirty years) 
Settlements. Survey and record will not, as a rule, have to 
be done over again; but it has akeady been determined 
that a further assessment of Gorakhpur and Jalaun are 
necessary h and so as fresh revisions become due, instruc- 
tions will be issued for each district on its merits. 


§ Examples of Modern Assessments. 

To this general description of the principles of assessment 
I may now append a series of notes taken from the districts 
most lately settled. 

These examples show different parts of the province — 
Bund^lkhand, with its special soils, often fertile but uncer- 
tain in their yield from failure of rain, &c., and liable to the 
ravages of the ‘Kahs’ grass {Saccharnm spontaneum, 
Linn.)^ the Doab, the Jamna districts, and those of Eohil- 
khand. 


§ The Jamna Districts — Agra. 

The Agra Deport furnishes us with several points of illus- 
tration, First, as to the area called ^irrigated.'* Of a total 
cultivated area of 840,158 acres 462,031 are ^irrigated.’ But 


^ For G-oraklipur the original field 
maps of the last Settlement — one of 
the first iindertaken — were had ; 
and it is understood that Gorakh- 
pur will be re surveyed. As to 
assessment, the orders state (and 
this gives a good example of the 
new method) that the existing rent- 
roll warrants an increase in the 
revenue. The district, under its 
existing conditions, is one favour- 
able to the introduction of a system 
of assessment ‘ the simplest com- 
patible with such a general chock of 
the recorded rental (list of rents 
actually paid in the estate) as will 
eifeetually detect fraudulent con- 
cealment of assets to any material 
extent, and with the discovery and 
rectification of rents that may have 
been let down much below the pre- 
vailing standard designedly or care- 


lessly or without proper reason.’ In 
order to obtain a test, the soil 
classification by natural varieties is 
abandoned ; the three simple zones 
of (Goind) near the village, middle 
land, and outlying, are accepted ; 
and standard rates (derived from a 
careful selection of rent-rates actu- 
ally paid) are made out. Then the 
recorded rental is taken and supple- 
mented by putting on rents for 
*• sir/ rent-free land, &c If it then 
agrees with the result that the 
standard rates would give, the 
corrected recorded rental is the' 
basis of assessment. If not, further 
inquiry is called for. The further 
inquiry cannot be defined by rule ; 
it will depend on the extent of the 
divergence. The orders, however, 
indicate cei-tain general principles 
to be attended to. 
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this includes land that is ‘irrigable,^ and has been watered within 
the last few years. In this district the rate of rent depends 
more on the land being irrigable, and less on its being actually 
irrigated. All the fields of a tenant may bo within easy reacli 
of his well, but he has neither time nor cattle to give them 
water. He concentrates his attention on the ci'op which is 
most profitable and most needs the water. To use Mr. Evans’ 
illustration, a single bucket well, in the Agra district, imkris 
5 acres, but may actually water, in any one year, only 2-3 
acres. 

The Settlement of 1840 had been at first severe but became 
easy: the expiring demand was E. 16,29,344, and the revision 
increased it (i i per cent.) to E. 18,07,660. The old Settlement 
being two-thirds of the rental, the rental may be taken as 
E. 24,44,012. Under the present Settlement inquiries it came 
out as E. 36,15,320. But to show how little the patwarLs’ nikuNi 
(jamabandf) or annual rent-rolls could then be relied on, those 
records only made out the present rents as E. 29,57,184. But 
then nearly one-fourth of the whole cultivated area is held by 
proprietors as ‘ sir.’ Eents were very much ‘artificially stereo- 
typed ’ during the last Settlement. Of the -whole area 36 per 
cent, was cultivated by proprietors, 51 per cent, by occupancy 
tenants, and 1 1 per cent, by tenants-at-wdll. 

In the Settlement the ‘ zones ’ could be used ; the homo 
circle and the middle circle were merely classed into irrigated 
and dry; the ‘outlying’ was classed according to natural 
soils, &e. 

Everywhere it was found that the tenants paid lump-rent.s 
for the whole holding, not specific rates per acre : but some- 
times there was only one class of soil in the holding, and then 
the rate could be taken out ; in other cases, ‘ a rough rate, for, 
at any rate, the larger soil-classes is known.’ Average rates 
were thus ascertained without difficulty as a standard. ‘ Many 
cmcumstances,’ says Mr. Evans, ‘affect the standard of rents 
paid or payable m a village, and for these allowance has to be 
made by modifying the pargana (or standard) soil-rate. Kents 
will be lower, and lower rates must be assessed, in villages 
where the lands are inferior o-wing to some local or accidental 
peculiarity ; where population is scanty or the market very 
distant ; where the tenants are composed of the less indus- 
trious castes who cultivate, or where, as is often the case, they 
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are chiefly old proprietors (or their descendants) who have lost 
their proprietary rights hut have been allowed to cultivate at 
very lenient rates.’ 


§ 30. Muttra. 

From the 3 £uUm Settlement Be^ort Bevieiv the principle 
there adopted appears : — 

^ The problem was to ascertain, for each description of land, 
the rate of rent which was held to be a fair one and to govern 
the average hona fide transactions between landlord and tenant. 
To ascertain this, it was necessary to exclude from the analysis 
of rentals all instances in which the rent was obviously too low 
or too high. This lorocess of elimination is an extremely deli- 
cate one, and for the accuracy with which it was performed the 
assessing officer was solely responsible. The rent-rates .... 
do not take into considei^ation any anticipated rise in the stan- 
dard of rent during the duration of the Settlement, although 
they allow for probable enhancements of unduly low rents. 
This pxinciple of assessment has been repeatedly approved by 
Government, and is the only safe basis for a Settlement L’ 

In order to have standard rent-rates by which to correct 
estate I'entals, the soil classification adopted was the Mra, or 
home-lands, where manui’e and irrigation obliterate natural 
variations in the soil ,* and the Ijarhd or outlying lands. The 
home-lands were in some cases subdivided into those close by 
the villages and those (manjha) further off. These, again, were 
subdivided into irrigated and tmlrrUjated, and again into various 
sub-classes. Thus a great variety of rent-rates were obtained 
whereby to test the rental shown by the records as actually in 
use in the village. 


§ 31. BoMIkhand Districts. 

In Mxjeadabad — one of the districts of Eohilkhand, imme- 
diately to the east of the Upper Doab — it is stated that, in 1 81 8, 
cash-rents were unknown : but since the ninth Settlement in 
1840, large areas of corn-rent land had by consent been changed 
to cash-paying tenancies. Produce-rents, however, have their 

^ It will be observed that this long before the latest rules were 
was written of a modern Settlement issued. 
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advantages in tracts where the crops are precarious Ssupplying 
a sliding scale by which rent bears a proportion to the outtnni 
of the crop, so that in bad years the tenant pays nothing if 
crop fails.’ 

In this district the assessment was on the modern priindplo 
— (i) the determination and classification of soils ; (2) iinpiiry 
into and calculation of standard rent-rates for each soil (and 
which, on a review of the conditions, appeai'ed in the judgment 
of a locally experienced ofiicer, to represent I’ates that are Sstan- 
dard ’ for all the classes of land similarly conditioned), and 
then the application of these standard rates to the area the 
soils, thus obtaining the full rental assets ; (3) determining on 
the basis of the authorized percentage, what the Government 
revenue is to be. 

The primary classes of soil were here what the}’' so often are 
— dumat or loam ; matiym% clay, and hMir^ sandy soil. In this 
district irrigated and unirrigated were not distinguished in the 
classes, nor were the circles Qidr) according to distance from 
the village or hamlet taken notice of. The primary clasHes of 
soil were further subdivided according to variety and quality. 
Very large numbers of soils were separately named, but all of 
them did not appear to be made use of. 


§ BJidhjaltdrrpvLT. 

The Heport on SMJijaMnpur deals with a district when* 
irrigation for crops in ordinary years is not a necessity,’ but 
77^ per cent, of the cultivated area is either irrigable or, from 
its low-lying position, never needs irrigation. 

Though prices (wheat being the important crop) had riHeii 
73 per cent., the higher rents had not altered, and th<^ lower 
ones were slightly raised :—ihere is no adequate relation 
between the existing rent and the jmesent value of tiio produce 
as compared with the relations existing thirty years ago.’ Tin* 
aim of the assessing ofiicer was to find what present full rents 
and rates actually were, and to what extent they were rising, 
and what may be fairly assumed as the level they would i’i,*ach 
in the next two or three years,— i.e. when the eifect of the new 
Settlement should have become realised \ The reasons for lix- 

^ Note here the principle of the day-rents as they ought be or If 
was belieyed) probably would be. 
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ing the revenue on each estate were written out ^ in the manner 
of a judicial decree/ When there was much waste beyond 
wdiat was required for pasturage, an increase was made on 
the gross rental to allow for what was sure to be soon re- 
claimed. In some places this was not done, but an addition 
was made for the considerable ^sair’ income derived from 
^ pula’ (thatching-grass). Certain castes actually pay lower 
rents than others, and this fact was allo^ved for. This was a 
district \vhere sometimes it was needed to assess below 50 per 
cent., and w^here sometimes, for reasons given, a |>roporfcion of 
54*9 per cent, was still a reasonable assessment; rents could 
and would easily be raised to the amount assumed as the 
'potential assets.’ Tables were made showing, besides the 
recorded rental (corrected), the estimated actual rental, or 
rental from soil-rates assumed to be true, and these added to 
by allowance for increase of cultivation (^forming the ^ potential 
assets ’). 

As regards the soils, it may be mentioned that circles in 
which manure is or is not used are not to be found. Sugar- 
cane is cultivated wherever land is suitable, and manure is 
taken to it. In some parts, circles in which the same rents 
prevailed naturally, as the ^ jhabar-hai',’ the bhiir-har, and so 
forth, were found. In one pargana we find a circle made 
because of the great inferiority caused by a hard clay, — a 
peculiar subsoil which prevented wells being used, and large 
areas of jungle of the JButea frondosa ; another called ^ tarai ’ 
because of its moist and low-lying character ; all soils, whether 
clay, loam, or sand, were good, and did not require irrigation, 
and the place being intersected by old river-beds called ^dubri,’ 
in which the soil was always moist and fertile. 

§ 33 . Fatihjour. 

Fatihpub is a Doab district, lying between Bunddlkhand 
and the south of Oudh, well wooded with groves, and about 47 
per cent, of the cultivated area irrigable. 

Here ^ bars ’ or circles at distances from the village-residence 
were made some, but not much, use of. But the three ordin- 
ary ones—gauMn^ mdnjha, and barhd—wexe not enough : 
mdnjiia hardly existed, and there was a good deal of rice culti- 
vation which made a separate circle, and there were marked 
varieties in natural soils. We find mention of the diimat, 



78 


LAND SYSTEMS OE BRITISH INDIA. [book in. 


^ bhiir/ and ^matyar ’ as usual, and tarn or "'kaeliliar ’ — moist 
soils by tbe river ; and also in some places tlie Biindelkliand 
soils appear — viz, ^kabar,’ or blackish clay, and ^parwa,’ a 
yellowish loamy soil. 

The soils had here to be divided further, according as they 
were irrigated or dry, manured or not. Average * true ’ 
rates for each class were fixed by inquiry and analysis of 
recorded rent-rolls and leases. In each pargana, representative 
villages were selected, ^and the inductions formed after an 
examination of their statistics were the most valuable/ In 
some places actually paid rents could be accepted ; in others, 
which were obviously under-rented, increased ratc»H put 
down, but not ^ above those frequently paid in estutos when* 
the owners, without rack-renting, tried to obtain the nuKst out 
of their lands/ The object was to obtain not an aritlimetieal 
average, but a true prevailing rate. As a fact the rents paid 
were unequal, because they followed the old revenue which 
was unequally assessed. This Settlement, however, di<l md. 
show that the Settlement Officer proceeded to adjust and 
equalize rents as might have been expected. 

§ 34. Cawnpore. 

A better example of a modern Settlement is afforded by the 
next district, Cawnpoee. Here we find the vilhigo map made 
use of to indicate, by the use of certain conventional marks, 
the drainage lines, the varieties of soil, &e., while the rent of 
each ‘ number ’ or field on the map is marked in as ascertained 
from the village rent-rolls, or by inquiry ; and most careful 
was the questioning by which the rents marked were ascer- 
tained. The same inspection enabled the limits of the different 
soil-tracts to be marked. Opposite is given a sketch showing 
how this came out. It will give the student a genera! idea 
how soils may be distributed. There are many districts, 
however, in which the changes are much more nmmroim ilnin 
this. In some Settlements I notice that a trained establish- 
ment did the soil classification and marking out of the ‘hilrs/ 
Here the Settlement Officers did it themselves. The maps 
were made over to the office where the statistics are compiled ; 
the fields of each tract were classified (according to the marks 
employed), in tables, with the rent-rates attached. Thus, for 
each village, the completed statistical information would be 
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got ready, including statistics of caste, population, and irriga- 
tion, and the list of soils with rates : and when a number of 
these were collected for a whole pargana they would be com- 
pared together and analysed, so that the rates of one village 
would be compared and rectified by aid of another. Having thus 
obtained standard rent-raies, they were reported and sanctioned, 
and then a|)plied to the villages or estates ; and in doing so, 
allowance was made for other matters besides physical condi- 
tions of soil and irrigability — e.g. for caste, or the fact of the 
tenants being old ex-proprietors. 

There is no doubt that this minute classification of every 
field under so many shades of difference must be of great use 
to the rent-courts when discussing cases of enhancement. But 
whether it is not an over-refinement for purposes of assessniezit 
may well be questioned. The sketches annexed show that 
Cawnpore has, besides the Ganges on the north and the Jamna 
on the south, some intermediate streams ; so that, after taking 
the peculiar soils forming strix^-tracts close along the rivers, 
the natural divisions of soil follow the ‘ duab ’ or spaces ]>e- 
tween two of the rivers. 


§ 35. Banda. 

Here is another example from Banda, a district which was 
greatly over-assessed in former days, and a partial description 
of which may be found in Mr. Patterson^'s report on the Karwi 
subdivision. The peculiarity here is that the tenants largely 
pay not by rates according to the value of the different soils, 
but lump-rents (thaiisa) for the entire holding. Fij*st, the 
villages were classified into clrdes according to the general 
character of their position and soil. Next, the soils were 
rather minutely classified according to natural varieties and 
artificial alterations made by manure and irrigation. Several 
tables of rent were then made out : one was the average i^ate 
of rents actually paid within the village and circle : the next 
showed what the rental would come to if certain rents actually 
paid and accepted as representative rates were ajzplied to all 
land of the same quality and description in the circle or 
village. On comparing the results, ‘ suitable rent-rates ’ wore 
drawn out for the village. The rentals obtained arc now 
shown : — 
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(1) According to a ^ corrected ’ actual rental . . 15,26,819 

(2) By applying aseei tamed (representative) rates of 

each, village to the soil areas of the villages . 15,05,966 

(3) By applying ascertained rates to the soil areas 

of the circle 1 5. 1 1 , 7 23 

(4) By assumed rates for the circle ... * 14,57,200 

(5) By suitable rates for each village . . . . 14,33,887 


As to the area, to which the rental was to be applied, allow- 
ance had to be made for what probably would be cultivated, 
beyond what was actually so ^ ; and at the same time to make 
allowance for falloio. A fair average area of cultivation was 
ascertained, and the assessment applied to that. 

In the Settlement it was noted that the status, holding, and 
rent of each cultivator (i.e. tenant) was ascertained or decided, 
or ^ fair " rents were fixed for each tenant with rights of occit- 
pancy, and in some cases with the consent of the proprietors, 
for ^ tenants-at-wilL’ And it was remarked that ^ the readjust- 
ment of the rents of the protected tenantry, where they do not 
correspond with the Settlement Officer’s assumed rates, is now 
recognized as the indispensable accompaniment of a revised 
assessment, and the time has passed when assessing oificers will 
be permitted to speculate upon future enhancements in the 
case of tenants-at-wilL’ On the general subject the Board 
writes:— ^ The crops are dependent on rainfall, and the land- 
revenue administration demands special care as well as inti- 
mate local knowledge on the part of the local officers,’ 


§ 36. Revenue Policy in Precarious Districts. 

In the Karm Suhdwision Report I find this excellent cau- 
tion — which I submit as being a modernised version, so to 
speak, of the system which the best ITative G-overnmenis 
always pursue, and which ought to be our policy for fill good 
but precarious districts, notwithstanding any difficulty that 
some uncertainty in Budget estimates and Financial state- 
ments may result. ' In Bund6lkhand, cycles of magnificent 
harvests, during which even heavy revenues are easily paid, 
are succeeded by periods of depression and scarcity, during 

1 Y®- would be at the end (it is pp. 13-15 of tlm Mm :m 

noted) of a ‘period of extreme oftheBefMemmiBjmiL 
depression/ then existing. See 
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which the lightest demand^ if rigidly collected, would came dis- 
tress. The true policy seems to me to be not to impose very 
light jama's f which iriYolve too great a loss of public reyeuue 
in good years, and which cannot be fully collected in bad 
years without hardship ; but to fix a full demand which should 
be collected with discrimination ; suspension, and (where 
necessary) remission, being liberally granted on account of 
failure of crops/ And also, Mr. Patterson says in another 
place : ^ In bad years I would have suspensions, and, if 
necessary, remissions granted freely, promptly, and as a matter : 
of course.' 


Section V. — Aebakoements following the 
Assessment. 

§ I. Scrutiny and confirmation of Assessment. 

The assessment of any estate or any holding, when 
ejffected according to rates which have been so care- 
fully prepared by the Settlement Officer, scrutinized by 
the Commissioner, and finally sanctioned by the Board 
of Revenue^ is nevertheless open to an appeal to the Com- Ace xix 
missioner, whose order is final, subject to revision by the gf/ 
Board of Revenue. The assessment of the district as a Sec. 249 
whole, or of any estate, is also confirmed by Government, Sees. 253- 
and Government has the power to revise any assessment ^ 
before confirming it. ’ 

§ 2. Form of Acceptance. 

When the assessments are ready, the person entitled to 
the Settlement, ie. the owner, be he ‘ zamindfir,’ taluqd^r, 
or a village proprietor or representative (lambardfc) of 
a body or group in joint villages, signs a ' darkhw^st- 
mdlguzari ' (literally a request to engage for such and such 
a sum of revenue^). This states the amount and terms, 
as fixed by the Settlement Officer. 

1 The form is giyen in S. B, Cir. Bep, I. Section 28. 

G 


TOL. II. 
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Act XIX 
of 1873, 
secs. 43,44. 


The revenue may be payable uniformly, or, if it is any 
considerable increase on the expired Settlement, perhaps it 
may be ‘ rasadi,’ or progressive — i. e. the full rate gradually 
attained — so much the first two years, so much the next, 
and in the fifth year perhaps, the full amount will be 
payable. 

The sum is not alterable through the whole period of 
Settlement, which is usually (but not always) thirty years — 
a period sufficient to give the proprietors the benefit of their 
industry and capital expenditure, and not long enough to 
stereotype mistakes of policy. It is to be remarked, how- 
ever, that the fixing of thirty years is a matter of policy and 
of the decision of the Government regarding the particular 
Settlement. There is no general rule or law fixing thirty 
years, or any other term, for a ‘ temporary ’ Settlement h 


§ 3. The Persons who engage for the Revenue. 

Next, we have briefly to inquire who are the persons 
who enter into and sign these engagement deeds. 

The Settlement is to be made with the proprietor or 
person in proprietary possession of the estate 

Where there are joint proprietors, a joint Settlement is 
made with all, or * with the representatives (styled 1am- 
bardars) elected according to the custom of the mahal/ 
Then the question of coincident proprietary rights in the 
same estate has to be dealt with. This the reader will 
readily understand, if he remembers what has been said 
(Vol. i p, 196 seq.) about the difficulties which arose 
where one person had been selected as proprietor among 
several who had claims, as, for example, when a 
‘ taluqdar ’ was found to be in a position which made it 
necessary to declare him proprietor over the heads of the 
village cultivators, who had themselves once been owners, 
but who, from various causes, had now sunk to a subor- 

a P- 303 -- 4 - of tenures, and liow tlie difCcironfc 

j! n Will appear more estates came to be owned as they 

tully when we come to the question now are. 
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dinate position. It was often a nice question in making 
the first Settlements, and one which the policy of the time 
caused to he determined this way or that, how far the 
overlord had acquired the status of proprietor, and how 
ever the village people had lost their original position. It 
might well be that there was something of a proprietary 
character in both parties. When there are thus several 
persons possessing ^ separate, heritable, and transferable 
proprietary interests ’ in the estate, the Settlement Officer 
is to determine, under the rules in force at the time, 
which of the persons is to be admitted to engage ; and he 
then makes provision for securing the rights of the others, 
deciding the share of the profits to which they are entitled. 

The original proprietary body of the village was more 
commonly selected (except in the case of great chiefships) 
in the North-Western Provinces Settlements. In some cases, 
the Settlement with the inferior engages that he is to pay 
an amount of revenue which includes the sum to be re- 
ceived by a superior. This sum is paid to the supe- 
rior through the treasury, and in fact he becomes a pen- 
sioner on the land merely. In cases where the Settlement 
is with the superior, a sub-Settlement may be (and 
always is) made with the inferior ‘on behalf of the supe- 
rior,’ by which the inferior becomes bound to pay to the 
superior an amount equal to the Government revenue, 
together with the superior s own dues (and no more), so that 
both parties are equally protected^. Lastly, there are Act XIX 
cases of persons having proprietary rights, but not such as 
to entitle them to a Settlement ; the Act provides for the Sec. 56. 
Settlement Officer making arrangements for securing them 
in the ‘possession of existing rights or an equivalent 
thereto.’ 


^ The reader will here trace the 
provisions which were found so 
much wanted in Bengal, and were 
introduced in 1822. The sub-Settle- 
ment is also, as will presently appear, 


a special feature in the Oudh 
Settlement procedure. The sub- 
Sottlement is the same as what was 
called in 1822 a * mvfassdl Settle- 
ment.’ 


G 2 
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§ 4. Refusal ter Engage. 


Act XIX 
of 1873, 
.sec. 43 


The proprietor is free to decline to hold the estate 
on the terms of Settlement as finally approved. aft<a' all tlio 
remedies of appeal and confirmation by Government have- 
been exhausted. Such a thing is practically unknovni 
nowadays ; but in the first years of administration (at 
any rate) it occasionally happened. 

If the assessment is not accepted, then the estate can 
farmed or held under direct management of the Colhictur 
for a time not exceeding fifteen years ; and th(,* ownen*. 
being thus kept out of the management, gets a (malikana) 
allowance out of the profits of the estate, of not Ic'^s than 
5 nor more than 15 per cent, on the assessment, and i.s 
allowed to continue to hold his own ' sir/ that is, land 
always retained for his own cultivation, but as a tenant on 
a rent, during the period of his exclusion from the estate. 
The Act provides what is to be done on the expiry of the 
period: it is unnecessary, hovvmver, to notice the subject 
further here 


Section YI. — The Land Records Prepared at 
Settlement. 


§ I. Judicial Functions of Settlement Officers. 

It is observed in Thomason’s Directions that the 
operations of Settlement may be divided under two great 
heads, one fiscal, the other judicial. And the division is 
quite characteristic of the 'Regulation VII' or North- 
Western system ; it is not traceable in the Permanent 
Settlement of Bengal nor in a Raiyatwari Settlement. 

^ The assessment described in the preceding section i.s the 
fiscal part. 

The Judicial or quasifudicial part is no less important; 


^ In estates where there are shares, 
if there are some sharers that refuse 
and some that agree, the shares of 


the recusants are to ho first oilered 
to the others (section 49^^ 
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for the theory is, that Government not only undertakes to 
fix with moderation its own share in the profits of the land, 
bnt determines the proprietary right of the person or body 
whom it considers entitled to be settled with, and the rights 
of all other persons not settled with but having an interest 
of some kind in the estate. And where the proprietor is a 
community or jointly responsible body, it is of primary 
importance to ascertain and record the custom of the com- 
munity in respect of the system of shares and the method of 
dividing the burdens and profits of the estate among the 
coparceners : inheritance and customs regarding succession 
may also have an important bearing on landed rights. 

In this connection, also, the family relationship of the 
parties is often of the greatest importance, and the ^ Shajra 
nasb,' or genealogical tree, which accounts for the several 
branchings of the family, and the ‘ pattis,’ ‘ thoks,' or sub- 
shares, and fractional interests generally^ is a document of 
the utmost importance 

Not only so, but in many cases, owing to the super- 
position of proprietary rights, there are ancient, but now 
secondary or subordinate, interests in land, to be protected 
by record. Not only the security of the revenue, but the 
well-being of the country, is dependent on doing justice to 
all these claims and interests. 

I am, of course, speaking of what was done long ago ; but 
it is better to speak of it in the present tense. If any 
district should happen to be in such a condition that its 
record-of-rights requires to be made out afresh, all this 
would be actually done. Fortunately for the districts, 
these records were perfected some years ago, and the only 
work is now to keep them up so as to correspond with the 
facts from year to year. 

It is true that the ordinary Courts of Civil Justice are, 
in all cases, open to any claimant who fails otherwise to 

^ My own experience is in the cases and adoption cases are con- 
PanjAb, and perhaps I exaggerate stantly before the Courts, we conld 
the importance of these * trees ^ in often do nothing without these 
the North-Western Provinces. But family histories, 
in the PanjAb, where inheritance 
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obtain his jnst rights ; but the North-Western Provinces 
Revenue system has always held this to be an insufficient 
security. For, in applying such a remedy, it is the person 
claimant who must take the initiative, and bear the burden 
of proof. But the rights that stand in special need of 
support are just those which have been, to a greater or less 
extent, overborne by the more powerful and wealthy (who 
now stand forth in the superior proprietary position) ; in 
other words^ they are those of the classes least able to take 
the initiative. Not only so, but the Couits themselves arc (or 
rather ivere in former days) not provided with any means of 
judging such questions properly. The rights of villagers 
and the effect of village custom are distorted in the excited 
and partisan atmosphere of the headquarters Comt: they 
are more likely to be truly found out by fiiendlj^ and less 
formal inquiry in the village itself. 

If the Settlement Officer takes the initiative, the diffi- 
culty is, to some extent at least, obviated ; he is on the spot, 
or near at hand ; he inquires and ascertains what is the 
real state of the case. If his summary inquiry does not 
result in a satisfactory adjustment of all differences, he 
can, at least, point out clearly to claimants what they have 
to establish, and how they are to establish it, so that a more 
perfect examination of evidence and formal decision may bo 
had in a ‘ Regular Suit,’ heard under the procedure of the 
Civil Courts. Consequently, the Settlement Officer is re- 
quired to record all rights which are ascertained on inquiry 
to exist ; those which are disputed must of course either be 
supported by the production of a legal decision of Court, or 
they cannot be admitted to record. 

In the old Settlements, not only was the Settlement 
Officer empowered to make a record, he was also veshnl 
with civil powers! as judge of land-causes, of whatever 
description, and this enabled him practically to make Ills 
record perfect, and to include not only rights that were not 
disputed, hut those which were established by his own 
decrees as a law-court. 

^ And he still is in some provinces. 
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As, however, rights have become more defined, and the 
people better able to appreciate and assert them, it has 
become less and less necessary to interfere with the juris- 
diction of the Civil courts. The ordinary powers of the 
Settlement Officer are now those which are sufficient to 
enable him to get hold of all documentary and verbal 
evidence he requires, and in some cases to decide disputes 
on the basis of possession, or even on the merits by arbitra- Act xix 
tion. Where the claimant is out of possession, and gecs^4o^~4 
arbitration is not resorted to or not possible, recourse must 47 ? 238, 
be had to the Civil Court. 

Sec. 04. 

§ 2, Rent and Partition Cases. 

The Settlement Officer also decides rent questions that Secs. 65-- 
may arise in connection with the preparation of the ‘jama’- 
bandi,’ or record of cultivating rights and rents paid. 

Power to refer to arbitration without consent of the pai-ties 
is given. A Settlement Officer may be invested with the Sec. 220 
powers of Collector (and an Assistant Settlement Officer procSiir< 
with those of an Assistant Collector), and as such may hear secs, 
and decide partition cases, and do all the acts provided for “ 
in Sections 2^4 and ^^35. 

§ 3. Jurisdiction of Civil Court barred in certain 
matters- 

While the Civil Court decides all regular land-suits, its 
power to interfere in various questions regarding assess- 
ment, formation of records, and many other matters, is 
expressly taken away by Section 241. 

§ 4. The Records of Settlement 

The Settlement Eecords will then, as a whole, consist 
(i) of the maps and indexes ; (2) the records of the revenue 
engagements ; and (3) the Eecord of Eights. The reader 
will easily follow for himself the class to which the records 
belong in the following general list. 
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The documents (prescribed by the Board) are- 
(i) The shajra, or village map 

(3) The kbasra, or index register to the map. It i.s a 
hst^ showing, by numbers, all the fields and 
t eir areas, measurement, who owns and what 
cultivators he employs, what crops, what .sojt 
01 soil, what trees are on the land, &e. ^ 

_ Subordinate to the khasra may be a statement re^rai-din,, 
irrigation by wells, canals, &c. ° " 

(3) ‘The vmage statements.’ These are .statements 

showing concisely all the facts and details a.scer- 
tamed by the Settlement Officer and noted in 
IS ‘ pargana note-book ’ as bearing on the as- 
sessments s. They may also contain tlio Settle- 

ment Officer’s general reasons for the a.s.se.ssmenl 
01 the village* 

(4) The <darkhw£st m£lgna£ri’ (called in Omlh and 

perhaps elsewhere, ‘ qabiiliyat ’) is the em.a<re- 
ment to pay revenue. ^ ^ 

(5) The khewat * This important document is a record 

f tne shares and revenue responsibility of each 
owner or member of the proprietary body. 


' The ‘thakbast’ or bound.irv 
maps and proceedings showing how 
the boundaries were settled (for 
villages and estates, &c.) are not 
mentioned as part of the North- 
Western Provinoes Settlement Re- 
cord, Jjeeause this part of the busi- 
thfcSi completed before 

made ^ ® now in force wci-e 

/ In the earlier Settlements of 

thf OeVTI® alsothePanjiib, 
the Central Provinces, and Ou'dhl 
an abstract called a ‘ tirij' or 'mun- 

s Wed'tf'”'^ ’ prepared It 

^ together accoid- 

mg to names In the UM,,a for 

oof o ’ ^ “an’s name 

Xra?Nf“^ so. and 

a^ain at JSo. 139^ and so on. Thp 
®*®rled with the names 
holders, and grouped under each 


man’s name all the difforont fi.dds 
heheld, and added, in a tew railumns 
hitormation .shorn, 
the 

" r, section s6 

orrent-roli si, owin', 
lents paid, as ihev ucc rt u,„- uj . , ? 
uy, IS kept still. In o„. 

requires (ctain ,,(h. 
statements wliieh.ii, the oiher ino- 
vinees, are confined U, the /,/< , 
^cienite Hate to he rd-nv.i" 

the Settlement R.-coid itself. 

lilG term /.//I'-i'f rf/‘)>rf)T)(^rIv in<* 
share of bn, den „/ l!, ! ,-, 
originated in Buigal, when- a’,.,.; 
tain eontiibutiou had to . 

an ? de'fw 'uuk,! 

up cl dctjcifc, 1 0 wh<‘n tlw. M t. 3 

iMds could not mate up U,; it' Xu 

revenue.-fVrfWs 0'U6u,y. 
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In the Noith-Western Provinces, tenants have no place 
in this : their holdings and the rent they pay are shown by 
the ‘ jama’bandi ’ (No. 6)h 

Various appendices to the khewat are prescribed or 
allowed. They are (i) the statements of revenue-free Act xix 
holdings; list showing the shares and holdings ofg^e^^^^l’ 

the present proprietors, and how these interests were d 
acquired; accompanied by a genealogical tree; and (3) a 
statement of rights in wells. 

(6) The JTama’bandi, showing the cultivating rights and 

rents of all tenants 

(7) The Wajib-ul-’arz. This is the village administra- 

tion paper : it contains a specification of village 
customs, rules of management, and everything 
affecting the government of the estate, the dis- 
tribution of profits, irx'igation, and rights in the 
waste. 

I shall not here go into any detail, as it would take 
up too much space, and the student can readily refer to 
the North-Western Provinces Circulars which give a com- 
plete account of the records and their form and manner 
of preparation. 


. ^ In former days, besides the 
khewat," a, ‘ kbatauni’ was used, 
was, in fact, another abstract of tbe 
hhasra, grouped according to bold- 
ings, but having a column (and 
herein lay its usefulness) showing 
how each holding was cultivated, 
whether by tenants, and if so, 
whether they had occupancy rights 
or not. In the North-Western Pro- 
vinces at present the khutaum is not 
maintained, as infoimation is con- 
tained in the jama'handi. 

The student should read care- 
fully Sections 62-76, Act XIX of 
1873, ^iid hear in mind that, even 
when a district is not under Settle- 
ment, the provisions of Section 73 
may he put in force and an officer 
appointed to commute rents. As 
regards the janm'bandi itself, Section 
63 provides that the record shall 
* specify the person (if any) holding 


land at a rent fixed by grant or by 
contract, or on condition of service 
or otherwise, and all other tenants 
in the ^‘niahal,’' the name and 
caste of each, the area of their hold- 
ings, and all conditions of their 
tenure.'' The student will not con- 
fuse this jamalhandi with the docu- 
ment called by the same name, and 
made use of in preparing the 
Bevenue Rate Report. That shows the 
rents as they are stated to he at the time 
of the survey before the new assess- 
ment is made out. In the Settlement 
Record, jama’handi rents are entered 
according to the arrangements 
agreed upon by the parties, or 
decreed, to suit the now rates of the 
Settlement ; if there is a case pend- 
ing the place is left blank. (See 
Aot, Sections 67-72 ; and S. B, Oir. 
Dep. I, p. 13.) 

® See S, B. Oir. Bep. I. § 51, p. 15, 
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Act, see. 
90, S. B. 
Cir. Dep. 
I. para, c 
§ 40 


(8) The Ilubak£r-akhir. or ‘ final proceeding/ and abstract 

of the proceedings of Settlement. 

Ifc gives a brief narrative of the Settlement operations, 
the period occupied by each stage of them, explains what 
ofiicers carried them out, the year when the assessments 
took effect, the year for which the hMwat was prepared 
and the date on which the Settlement record was com- 
plete 

(9) The English Settlement Re^port for the whole dis- 

trict. This should here also be mentioned, al- 
though it does not form part of the record deposited 
in the Collector’s office, and which comprises 
the documents above described, and all in the 
vernacular 


§ 5. Preservation of Records : — their legal effect. 

The papers in the record are signed and attested by some 
one or other of the Settlement Officers according to the 
discretion of the Settlement Officer. 

When faired out and bound, the originals are deposited in 
the Collector’s Eecord Eoom, and the necessary copies are 
made for the tahsil or local officers, and for the patwaii. 

The original Settlement Eecords prepared under the Act 
are bound up, usually in two volumes 

I. The record of rights (i.e. ‘ khdwat,’ ‘ jama’bandi,’ &c.) 

II. The village maps, khasra, and other papers not 
included in what is technically the record of 
rights. 

The maps are, of course, extensively multiplied, as the 


^ This will be noted afterwards ; 
the kbewat shows the rights as they 
existed on a certain date : of course, 
sales, transfers by inheritance, and 
so forth, modify it afterwards, and 
these modifications are continnally 
recorded from time to time under 
the direction of the Band Becord 
Department. 

2 S. B. Cir. Dep. 1 . § 55, p. 17. 

® An of&cer desiring to inow the 


district in which he is employed 
(and this applies also to Forest 
Officers) should study the Hetthmeni 
n&pori as his first step. Some re- 
ports are full of the most valuable 
historical, sociological, and other 
information, as well as full details 
regarding soils, irrigation, products, 
rates of rent, assessment and 
tenures of land, 

^ See S. B. Cir. Dep. I Buie 3a 
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patwaris will require copies on which to show alterations 
in field- or holding-boundaries as they occur from time 
to time. 


§ 6. Legal Provisions. 

Act XIX of 1873, Section 94, directs that the records shall 
be kept by the Collector, and provides for the maintenance 
of registers (prescribed by the Board) in which (tt) changes 
of all kinds, ( 5 ) anything that may affect any right or 
interest in the record, (c) corrections of errors in the record 
admitted by the interested parties to have been made, shall 
be entered. 

Every change registered is so by order of a Collector or 
Assistant Collector. The process of mutation or changing 
entries, technically called ‘ Dakhil-kharij ’ (entering and 
putting out), is described further on under ‘ Revenue Busi- 
ness and Procedure.’ 

Section 91 of the Act provides that ^ all entries in the 
record properly made and attested shall be presiimied to he 
true till the contrary is proved' 



APPENDIX. 


^ules under Section 39, Act XIX 0/1873, prescribing the mode 
in which the revenue demand is to he assessed tipon land In 
the N'orth- Western JProvinces [applicable in cases in which 
the Local Government determines that an uniform rateable 
enhancement should not he imposed\ 

1. The assessment of tlie revenue in each village is to be 
based as far as possible on the actual rentals recorded in the 
village rent-rolls, corrected where necessary — 

(1) for land held as sir or khudkasht (that is, land, not 

being sir, cultivated by proprietors), and rented at 
nominal rates ; 

(2) for land held on grain-rents, or land recorded as rent- 
free or held at manifestly inadequate rents ; 

(3) for fraudulent concealment of assets. 

The Settlement Officer is not at liberty to add to these rent- 
rolls any estimate on account of a prospective rise in rents or 
prospective increase in cultivation. 

2. The Settlement Officer having obtained the attested rent- 
rolls or jama’bandis [as prescribed in the rules for survey and 
record work] for the villages of a pargana or other area, will 
prepare area tables for each village under the following classc^s 
of tenure : — 

(1) Sir (a) cultivated by proprietors as in rule 14, and (b) 

sublet ; 

(2) Khudkasht not being sir ; 

(3) Tenants’ land at full cash-rents ; 

(4) Grain-rented lands, lands held rent-free or for service, 

and other favoured tenures. 

3 . In order to satisfy himself that the attested rent-rolls 
correctly represent the rentals actually existing, and to enable 
him to frame corrected rentals (rule 8) as specified in clauses 
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(i), (2), and (3) of rule i, tlie Settlement Officer will make an 
inspection of each village. 

4. After completing the inspection of a sufficient number of 
villages, the Settlement Officer will determine what villages 
may be grouped together for the formation of assessment 
circles. 

5. An assessment circle may correspond with a pargana, or 
more than one circle may be formed in a pargana, or the 
Settlement Officer may form a circle by classifying villages 
according to the rent-rates recorded for tenants’ lands in the 
village rent-rolls. 

6. Similarly, after completing the inspection of a sufficient 
number of villages, the Settlement Officer will select a general 
standard rent-rate for each class of soil in the circle. The 
I’ent-rates selected should correspond as closely as possible 
with the rents recorded as actually paid by cash-paying tenants 
in the villages which form the circle. 

7 . A standard rent-roll will be framed for each village by 
applying the standard rates to the cultivated area of the 
village, subject to the allowance granted under rule 14 for sir. 

8. The rent-roll may be corrected in any of the following 
ways : — 

(1) By striking the incidence of the whole rental, paid by 
tenants at full rents, on the whole area held by them, 
and applying the average rate thus obtained to the 
area held as sir, khudkasht. and on grain or nominal 
rents. 

(2) If the rent recorded for the lands of tenants paying 

full rents agrees with the rent obtained by applying 
standard rates to those lands, but if the classes of 
soil held as sir and khudkasht or held on grain or 
nominal rents, differ materially from the classes of 
soil held by tenants paying full rents, the Settlement 
Officer may correct his rent-roll by applying to the 
former classes of soil the standard circle rates, or the 
rent-rates which he has ascertained, during the course 
of his inspection, to be actually paid by tenants, in 
the immediate neighbourhood, for lands of the same 
class similarly situated and with like advantages, 

(3) If the whole or nearly the whole area of the village is 
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sir or kliudk^slit or land held on grain or nonainal 
rents, the Settlement Officer may apply the standard 
circle rates, or the rent-rates which he has ascertained, 
during the course of his inspection, to he actually 
paid, by tenants of villages in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, for soils of the same class similarly situated 
and with like advantages. 

(4) In villages which contain grain-rented lands, the posi- 
tion and character of such fields must be very care- 
fully ascertained. It may be found that the grain- 
rented land comprises mostly outlying and inferior 
fields, or fields subject to special disadvantages, such 
as non-resident cultivation, liability to flood, or, if on 
the outskirts of jungle tracts, to the ravages of wild 
animals. The application to such areas of circle 
standard rates, or of the cash rent-rates of similar 
lands in the village or its neighbourhood, will require 
careful consideration ; and due allowances should be 
made for any special precariousness of crop, or un- 
certainty of cultivation, or for lower receipts as com- 
pared with those from other cash-rented fields of 
similar quality. 

9. If the corrected village rent-roll agrees faixly with the 
rent-roll according to standard rates, the Settlement Officer 
will at once accept the corrected village rent-roll as the basis 
of his assessment. The Settlement Officer will throughout his 
proceedings give proper weight to the recorded rent-rolls of 
past years. 

10. In cases of divergence of the corrected village rent-roll 
from the rent-roll according to standard rates, the Settlement 
Officer will be guided by the following considerations and 
procedure : — 

(a) If the divergence arises from any peculiar conditions 
of the village, such as the class of cultivators, 
character of the soil and cultivation, or the position 
of the village in respect to floods or the depredations 
of wild animals, the Settlement Officer will accept the 
corrected village rent-roll for his assessment. 

(&) If there are no such special conditions, but the Settle- 
ment Officer is convinced that the divergence is due 
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to fraudulent concealment of rents, or to rents liaying 
been designedly let or kept down or to land having 
been thrown out of cultivation, in anticipation of 
revision of the assessment, the Settlement Officer 
may proceed to ascertain the special soil-rates ad- 
mitted to prevail in the village, or he may apply the 
circle standard rates or the rent-rates which he has 
ascertained to be actually paid, by the tenants of 
villages in the immediate neighbourhood, for soils of 
the same class similarly situated and with like advan- 
tages- The Settlement Officer will then determine 
the sum which is to form the basis for assessment. 

(c) If the corrected rent-roll is inadequate, not on account 
of the fraudulent understatement of assets, but in 
consequence of the inadvertence or easy management 
of the proprietor, the Settlement Officer should usually 
accept the rent-roll as the basis of assessment, if it 
gives a reasonable increase on the amount of the 
demand under the expiring Settlement. 

11. The rates described in clause (h) of the preceding rule 
will be entered in the column for ^ village I’ates ’ in the assess- 
ment statement. 

12. ^ Village rates’ should only be used in the cases described 
in rule 8, clauses (2) and (3), and in rule 10. 

1 3 . Where the corrected rental is materially in excess of the 
rental by standard rates, the Settlement Officer should, before 
accepting the recorded rents as the basis of his assessment, 
satisfy himself that they are actually paid, and that a revenue 
demand based on them can be realised without undue i^ressure 
on the proprietor or tenants. 

14 . In calculating the revenue, the rates ai)plied to pro- 
prietary sir should be 25 per cent, less than the rates applied 
to tenant land. [Now reduced to 10-15 P-c*] All sir land 
actually and in good faith cultivated by proprietors with their 
own stock and servants or by hired labour should be valued at 
the favourable rate. But inquisitorial investigations into the 
way in which sir is managed or divided are not to be resorted 
to. The^ Settlement Officer should, in the course of the 
verification of the rent-rolls, find no difficulty in ascertaining 
and judging to what extent in each estate sir is to be treated 
as being under the habitual cultivation of the proprietors. 
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15 . In addition to the assessment on rentals, the Settlement 
Officer may take into consideration the ayerage receipts from 
natural products, such as fruits, fish, or other 6‘aj/cr, and add 
them to the total of the corrected rent-rolls, provided that 
minerals are not to be taken into account as assets (where any 
right to them is reserved to the Grovernment). The term 
^ minerals ’ includes stone-quarries, kankar-beds, and all other 
similar products. 

16 . The revenue assessed upon each estate shall ordinarily 
be 50 per cent, of the corrected rent-roll, with any addition 
that may be made on account of sayer profits. But large and 
sudden enhancements of the revenue are to be avoided, even 
when the corrected rent-rolls would seem to justify them. In 
such cases, the Settlement Officer should consider whether it 
would not be advisable to realise the enhanced demand by pro- 
gressive rises spread over a limited number of yeaivs, and he 
should submit definite proposals in each case for the orders of 
the Board. 

17 . In other cases, the Settlement Officer may, for any 
special reasons, take a higher or lower percentage tlian 50 per 
cent, of the rent-roll. But whenever the proposed revenue 
exceeds 55 per cent, or falls below 45 per cent, of the rent- 
roll, he must obtain the special sanction of the Boai*d to his 
proposals. 

18 . Whenever a landlord establishes to the satisfaction of the 
Settlement Officer that increased rents are being actually paid 
on account of water-supply provided by him from wells or 
other irrigation works constructed either by private capital or 
by loans under Act XIX of 1883, tbe increased rents shall not 
be taken into account. Thus, whenever a landlord can prove 
that land, assessed at the expiring Settlement as dry land, in 
now paying rent as irrigated land in consequence of his own 
expenditure of capital on an irrigation work, such land shall 
continue to be rated at unirrigated rents. Again, whenever a 
landlord satisfies the Settlement Officer that increased rents 
are being actually paid on account of land formerly nnm- 
claimed waste, but brought under cultivation at his own 
expense, whether the capital so expended was derived by him 
from loans under Act XIX of 1883 or otherwise, the increased 
rents due to such expenditure shall be exempted from assess- 
ment untn the expiry of fifteen years from the date of the 
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commencement of the reclamation operations. The Settle- 
ment Officer will also take into consideration any other special 
outlay made by a landlord during the currency of the expiring 
Settlement otherwise than by means of a loan under Act XIX 
of 1883. In regard to improvements made with the aid of 
loans under the said Act, which do not consist of the reclama- 
tion of waste land or of irrigation works, the Settlement Officer 
will be guided by section 1 1 thereof. 

19 . In cases where the full assessment is postponed under 
the preceding rule, the Settlement Officer shall fix (a) the 
initial revenue payable from the introduction of the revised 
Settlement, and (h) the enhanced revenue payable after the 
expiry of the period for which increase in the revenue demand 
has been deferred. 


YOL. II. 


H 
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THE LAND-TENTJE ES. 

Section I. — Genebal Eemabks. 

The Land-Tenures of the North-Western Provinces in- 
vite a special study, for here (as well as in the l^anjal)), 
owing to various causes, village coimnunitics of the joint 
or landlord type (VoL L Chap. IV. p. io6) in a more or less 
perfect state, arc found to be the prevailing feature. 11 ere 
^ villages ’ can be studied, if not in their original form, at 
least without the aid of that conjectural reconstruction 
which caused so much difference of opinion when, at the 
beginning of the century, inquiries were made regarding 
the existence of ^communaP proprietary rights in villagt'S 
in the Bombay and Madras districts. It was the general 
prevalence of this form of landholding that gave rise to the 
special Settlement system I think, however, that there 
can be no doubt that, just as in Oudh, all the villages wa^ro 
not really or in origin, of the same type. Truly joint vil- 
lages grew up in groups, among and adjoining those ovti* 
which no landlord body obtained the ascendancy, an<l wliicli 
were originally of the raiyatwari type. The universal yoL/i! 
character is the result of our own system ; and in thoHo 
Provinces, unlike the Panjab, a large number of the present 
communities are of modern orioin. 

O 

^ It has already been explained more revenue unltx Oik* estaOv 
that the village as it exists locally may also consist of parts of 
or geographically, is not always the villages ; but the sUU nient in 
estate which IS treated as Hie unit text is sufficiently coriiat for the 
ot assessment. It may be conveniont bulk of cases, 
to divide one village into two or 
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I have akeady, in a general view of the Land-Tenures in 
India, warned the student that he must not expect to find 
that the existing communities are really ^archaic/ He 
will not suppose that they altogether represent, at first 
hand, ancient tribal ideas of property. But even when the 
communities date, as many of them do, hardly a century 
back, and when (as is true of many more, especially of the 
ancestraUy-shared estates) they are due to the multiplica- 
tion of the descendants of chiefs or petty princes who 
obtained the villages by conquest or grant within late 
historic times, — when the village community is due to 
these causes, still it is connected with archaic society in 
this way, that the principle of joint inheritance and the 
customs of sharing, of preemption, and other means of 
excluding strangers, are all derived from the aboriginal 
tribal idea, that the family, not the individual, is the 
owner of property. And this is equally true of the vil- 
lages (true bhaidchdrd) where ancestral shares never 
were recognized, but where a special principle of al- 
lotting equal shares and holdings for individuals or fami- 
lies, obtained : some tribal bond and traditional pi-inciple 
of association, must have furnished the scheme by which 
the body worked and held together. Hence, while we 
recognize that the always plausible if not convincing 
chapters in which the philosophical jurists of the present 
century account for Indian village ^ communities,’ are 
not altogether in accord with any actual facts, they have 
yet a sufficient undercurrent of truth to make the principles 
evolved, instructive and even reliable. Hence the interest 
that attaches to North Indian tenures is great 


^ It is unfortunate that we haye 
not any really good general account 
of these tenures to refer to. In the 
Admmisimtion Ee;roTt of 1882-83, the 
sketch of tenures, based unfortu- 
nately on the old classification (of 
■which we shall have more to say 
presently), is not worthy of the many 
eminent Kevenue Administrators 
and excellent writers the ISTorth- 
Western Provinces possess. In 


Field's Landhohling in Various Gown- 
irwSf the infoi'niation given, is de- 
rived from sources long out of date, 
and is neither accurate nor satis- 
factorily put together ; and the 
student is therefore obliged to refer 
"to the detailed notices of districts 
which, valuable as many of thorn 
aro, have to be exhumed out of 
Settlement i?epo»feand Gazetteers full of 
other matter, and has to hunt for 
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In order to present the land-tenures in an intelligi])le 
form or order, we must essay to classify them according to 
some principle. Directly we attempt this, it becomes c]e<a- 
that, by looking at one or other of the leading featin\‘S, wo 
may adopt several classifications, which will in some hi- 
stances be cross-classifications. 


§ r. Classification of Temores icith refevenre to 
Government, 


If, for example, vre regard things from the point of view 
of the State and its position in respect of the land, and tin 
persons, if any, between the State and the landholder, wi‘ 
may classify thus : — 

(1) Where Government is the actual and direct owner of 

the land; as where a village has escheated for 
want of heirs, or has been sold for arrears of 
revenue and Government has bought it inb 

(2) AVhere there is only one person interested in the 

land, as either cultivating it himself or }>y a 
tenant or labourer under agreement with liiin : 
that is the case in ‘raiyatwarf^ countries. 

(3) Where besides the actual occupant or cultivator of 

the land, there is a second interest, that of a 
middleman, who has now become direct pro- 
prietor or landlord, and is so treated ; or t]iei\‘ 
is a body of joint proprietors regarded as a 


papers often out of print, though 
once included m the t^chdmis pom 
Ihe Keco'icls of Govei It is high 
time that the whole of these SVA^c- 
tiom should bo overhauled, and all 
that IS valuable re-edited and le- 
piintcd. Such a leprint would 
occu])y but a veiy limited .'.pace 
compared with the oiigiiials, which 
are now more and more difficult of 
access I have hunted thioiigh half 
a dozen official and public liinarios 
to get some paiticulai numbeis of 
the Selections, and even then have 
failed in more than one instance. 
Under such difficulties I shall have 


to apologize before}ian<l for ihi> 
following lemarks uhich will oftt n 
leave much fo bo dtsiied and .bu- 
sections which will not cxliaust tli* 
subject oven in its jdaia inait) r-<>f 
fact aspect. 

^ Theb(^aicwhatt]ieoI(l,.rre^<>nu.'- 

w’-riioit, nic'arit ])V ‘Mias’ <stat«-. 
There were .soinefnm>. ai'.e ‘khaiia 
khali ostab's/ vin;'.** ‘home \v,i' 
left unto tin ‘in de'-oLife ’ Doth an 
rare in Un* NoilUAV'stc'in Pro- 
vince .s, wIku’c the hmdenev is to 
tinclownei.s for th-m hi 
"aovernment e.states’ form a verv 
consideiable class. 
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‘legal person/ The ‘body' may consist of one 
person, or of a number of undivided (or divided) 
co-sharers. 

It is owing to this (3) state of things that the most general 
tenure of North-Western villages is said to be a zamfndari 
(or landlord) tenure. A village community settling with 
Government through its ^ lambardar ' is treated as in form, 
a case of Settlement with a landlord, because, though each 
sharer has his revenue, in a sense, individually fixed, it is 
as a share of a lump sum with which alone Government is 
concerned: the middleman is the person who paj^s the 
village assessment as a whole — i. e. the ideal body, the 
jointly responsible whole, represented by the seal or signa- 
ture of the headman. The headmen themselves arc not in 
any way or sense whatever, the middlemen ; the body as a 
whole is ; and this is saved from being an absolute fic- 
tion or legal ideality, by the fact (always potentially a vail- 
able but rarely enforced) of the joint liahilitij of the w-hole 
estate, whether divided into separately enjoyed shares or 
not. 

(4) Lastly, there may be, besides the immediate landlord, 
or landlord-body, and the tenant, yet a third per- 
son — a Zammdar or taluqdSr, who has not so 
grown that he has himself become the aole pro- 
prietor. He has a sort of ‘ lord of the manor ’ or 
overlord interest in the property, which finds its 
expression either in a cash allowance included in 
the village revenue but paid through the treasury *, 
or possibly in the fact that the Settlement is made 
with him as overlord, and a sub-Settlement with 
the village body at so much more: when this 
latter occurs, the taluqd^r pays to the treasury 
the amount of his own Settlement, and pockets 
the difference between that and the amount of 
the sub-Settlement. 

This last class foms the ‘double' or ‘taluqdarf’ tenure of 
Northern India. 
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§ 2. Glorification ivitli reference to the Reven^fe J^ntprifid 

Another classification arises out of the payment of Go- 
vernment revenue. It is used chiefly liv in the 

Bombay and Madras Presidencies. I refer to tliat whicli is 
expressed by the terms— seldom hoard in Tipper India — 
‘ alienated ' and ' Government' land. In the one, tlie revenue 
and consequent lien or interest of Governinenl, are aluonited 
or granted away ; in the other, the Government retains its 
rights. In the former a distinction arises, according as 
{ct) the land is owned by, and the revenue a'->igned 
to, the grantee, or as (h) the land is owned by some one 
else. The first case specially arises in smaller reveinn^-frc'e 
holdings granted to religious persons or for other ser\icts, 
and known as 'mu'afi,’ because the owmer of the laiul is 
‘ excused ' (mu’af) the payment of the land-rovenuc due on 
his own land ; or the State grants to him a plot of land and 
makes it revenue-free, so that he is both owner a'luf assignee 
of the revenue. In the case (/;) the Government inerdy 
assigns its revenue rights (j^gir, &c.} without necessarily 
touching the proprietary right in the soil. In tliis latter 
case the grantee may remain, drawing his cash allowance, 
and having nothing but a contingent interest in the soil, — 
an interest which may be realized in the event of lapse ))v 
failure of heirs or some similar accident among the actual 
owners. No doubt the assignee has excellent opportunities, 
and in the course of time, by one process or another, lu; 
often succeeds in ousting the original rights and becoming 
the owner as well as the revenue-assignee. It might, of 
course, happen that a ‘j%ir' was granted in respect of 
ownerless waste or abandoned land, and then the jagirdar 
would be owner as well as assignee. 


§ 3. Further Glassification of Landlovd~T enures, 

^ When, however, we come back to the form of classifica- 
tion which depends on there being one or more grades of 
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proprietary right; and take the case of there being one such 
— the proprietor being an actual inclmdual or several 
individuals together, or an ideal body or organized com- 
munity, — between the cultivator and the State ; in other 
words, when we deal with joint proprietaxy bodies, whether 
divided or not, we find the necessity of some further 
classification. And here it is that the old classification 
which was adopted, though perhaps not originated, by 
Thomason’s Directions^ and has unfortunately been con- 
tinued, if not directly in the language of Acts of the 
Legislature, still in reports and in accounts of tenure so 
recent as the Administration Rei^ort of 188:^-83 \ is to 
be regretted. It treats estates (when we ai'O not thinking 
of the taluqd^ri or double tenure, nor of revenue-free and 
revenue-paying distinctions) as divided into (i) zamindaii, 
[%) pattidari (with a variety ‘imperfect pattfdari’), and (3) 
‘bhai^chara’ (also with a variety ‘imperfect bhaHchara’). 
This classification was formerly adopted for such conve- 
nience as might have resulted from it, in the first days 
when inquiry into tenures began to be important. But 
except as regards the term ‘ bhai^ch£r^,’ it has no place in 
the language or thought of the people, the terms being mere 
vernacular-office equivalents of English terms indicating 
‘ landlord ’ and ‘ divided share.’ And it really has but 
little significance, while what meaning it has is apt to mis- 
lead or to obscure distinctions that really are important 
For from the point of view first taken, all these estates are 
‘zamind^ri’ — i. e. there is one person, an individual or a 
legal body, that is between the actual co-sharer or the soil 
worker, and the State. And that person or body enters 
into the revenue-engagement with the State. But the 
classification in question, taken as it is used in the books, 

^ This was a year of the quinquen- adopted for offtcial convenience, and 
nial reports which republish the based on the degree of separation 
history and other general matters of as ' an obvious distinction.’ Ho 
interest in each province. admits that the diiference of the rule 

^ It should, however, be borne in according to which profits are shared is a 
mind that Mr. Thomason himself good ground of distinction. (See 
never intended the classification to DirectionSf edition of 1849, §§ 
be other than an arbitrary one, 91, pp. 54, 55.) 
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indicates that the estate, be it one village oi’ more or loss, is 
held either — 

f (■^) By one person mminddri-Mdlis ’ of the books.] 

^ (B) By several, but jointly and without division of hold- 
ings {zam'mddn-nutsMarlcct). 

{C) By several owners, whose shares are divided out on 
the ground, on a scheme based on the hur of in- 
heritance, i. e. ancestral fractional shares ( naiH- 
ddri). 

(D) Ditto ditto only that part of 

the land is still held undivided ; patU/hin na- 
muJcammal or imperfect pafUddrL 

(E) By a group of co-owners whose shares are not based 

on ancestral shares, but upon a peculiar method 
of equal allotment; and the term has been 
extended to include all villages uom’" shaz'od, not 
on any regular plan, but on the accidents of de 
facto possession, or the original shares having been 
lost or modified beyond recognition. 

{F) There may also be an ‘imperfect ’ form of (E). 

The two ‘ imperfect ’ classes are often confused up together, on 
the solo ground that in each there is some of the land divided 
and some still held in common. 

But such a classification as between [A) and (B), (C) and 
(JD) is based on a distinction of no impoi’t whatever' it 
conceals, indeed, the totally different origin which ’th<- 
tenures ma,y have had, and only appeals to the fact that 
the shares in the estate, all of which may be calculated on 
the same principle, are or are not divided out on the mnund 
wholly or partly 1. (E) again, marks a distinctio^ real 
but on a different principle of classification ; becau.se here 
it IS not a question of division and non-division, but of the; 


^ As Mr E. S. Whiteway points 
out in a inenioranclum he was kind 
enough to send me, it is a misuse 
of language to call those dilfeient 
tenures. Tenures only vary where 
the numerous rights, which to- 
gether make up the totality of in- 


torcst in the soil, are dinVn'UiJv 
divided between person^ having .in 
interest in the soil, not 
same utjhti. are sliared m dnlVicnt 
ways, eitlier (dl held by one man or 
all divided among seveial. 
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theory or basis on which the interest of the co-sharers is 
distributed; and the confusion of the true bhaidch^ra 
with other forms, is, from the student’s point of view, most 
unfortunate. 


§ 4. General Features of the Lancllonl-village Tenure. 

Whatever classification is adopted, the general features 
of the joint- village are now for administrative purposes, the 
same. There is the proprietary body, divided or undivided b 
sometimes governing itself by aid of a panch^yat, or council 
of the heads of the chief families, though this institution has 
in most cases fallen into decay. The ‘ lambardar ’ is merely 
the headman elected, or partly elected and partly appointed, 
and to some extent hereditary, for the purpose of dealing 
with the authorities and representing the ‘ body/ in signing 
the revenue-engagements, and collecting the revenue ; and 
he has certain duties in respect of police and general 
administration. The proprietary body, besides the rents 
they take, derive profits from the ‘ sllir,’ or produce of the 
waste (thatching-gi’ass, fruits, &c., &c.) and of fisheries, and 
also what are sometimes spoken of as ‘ manorial dues,’ 
viz. fees on marriages, shares in the offerings at shrines, and 
house-taxes on the non-agricultural and trading classes. 

Accounts of the common expenditure (which may be 
more or less extensive according to its scope, as determined 
by the degrees of jointness in which the village is held)^ 
are settled annually, or, more rarely, after each harvest, and 
this is called the ‘ bujh^rat.’ 


^ The diviBion ixito demarcated 
shares or holdings, by the 

process known as ‘ imperfect parti- 
tion/ does not affect the constitution 
of the estate as a whole, nor the the- 
oretical joint liability of the whole 
for the Government revenue. "When 
a divided (pattidiri) village chooses, 
it may, by a further application for 
‘ perfect partition/ dissolve the joint 
liability, and so form a number of 
separate estates. 


^ E. g. in a village held jointly, 
the accounts include all the rents 
and profits reserved to the common 
account, and the revenue and other 
charges against them. In a village 
held in severalty, the rents and 
revenues have bwome individual 
matters, and the common account 
is only conceimed with charges that 
are common^ such as charities, 
entertainment, &c. 
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§ 5. Classification Proposed. 

In the interests of historical science a proper classifica- 
tion for statistical purposes is needed. And I believe that 
it could he adopted without serious difficulty. An essential 
point of interest is the primary distinction as to constitution 
or principle of sharing. In one group, ancestral shares 
— ^the fractional interest dependent on the law of inheritance 
— is the measure of right in the distribution of burdens and 
profits ; in the other, a standard derived from custom, origin- 
ating in various ways. In the latter case it will l>e of the 
highest interest to distinguish further cases — (i) where the 
custom is the old original one, as in the true ^ bliai^chani- 
bfgha ’ villages ; or (2,) where a holding by ‘ ploughs/ or by 
de facto possession has always been the rule : (3) where the 
present ' customary ’ holding is the result of a loss or aban- 
donment of some earlier plan of ancestral (or other) shares : 
and in this case it will be found that the modification is 
either total or partial. Where there has been a loss or 
change of an original scheme, the holders may or may not 
consent to record their present holdings : and the fact of 
record or non-record is an important indication of the 
degree of fixity which the principle of land-sharing has 
attained. If the co-sharers do not have their share or hold- 
ings recorded, it may be taken as an indication that there 
is a lingering sense that the existing possession or share is 
not quite yet a permanent measure of right, and may be 
(theoretically) corrected at some future time. If we exhibit 
the system of joint- villages (when held in severalty) in the 
form of a table, we may put it thus : — 


I Class. Where the ancestral 
share is the only standard 
for the distribution of pro- 
fits. 


II Class. Where ancestral 
shares are to some extent ac- 
knowledged, but change - 
has afteeted the rest. 


Shares and holdings recor(h*d, and 
the holdings, mor<‘ or Inns, 
nearly correspond, and can be 
tested by referring to the 
genealogical tree. 

{a) Separate holdings of ^ sir 'land 
recorded (i. e., cuHtomary 
holding of part is fixed and 
acknowledged) and the rest 
goes by ancestral Bhares. 

(6) Shares are recorded ; hntinfad, 
each co-sharer holds an area 
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of 'sir’ at no rent or at 
nominal rent, out of pro- 
portion to his share. Dis- 
II Class (continued) . . .1 tribiition of miscellaiiGous 

profits and of undivided 
lands, however, goes by an- 
cestral shares. 

(a) J)e facto possession (i) has 
always been, or (s) has be- 
come, recorded as tlie mea- 
sure of interest; whether or 
not a future or periodical 
redistribution is contempla- 
ted as possible. 

(b) (Very rare.) Separate posses- 
sion not recorded — the khewat 
is only a list of names. Mr. 
White way, (MuttmB.Il. p. 44) 
mentions two villages where 
the proprietors preferred to 
make yearly aiTangements 
for the cultivation. 

ISf B. — In registering Class III, it would be noted (wherever possible") 
whether the present ' custom ’ is the original constitution or the result of 
a loss of an earlier system. 


§ 6, Gom 2 oarisorb of this with the old Official 
Classification. 

If, with this view before iis, we try to make use of the 
old official terms, it will at once appear that some estates 
entirely divided into lots, may be of the first class, or of 
the second, or of the third : but, as far as I know, the term 
‘ pattidari ’ is in practice applied only to the a^iicestml class. 
The term ‘bhaiachar^’ no doubt does indicate a true divi* 
sion so far that it marks that ‘ custom of the brotherhood/ 
not ancestral shares, is the measure of interest ; but under 
this term have now been included several villages whose 
form is really distinct in origin'^. Villages held on 

^ These terms will bo recalled if the measure of right), or (in Bijnor) 
they are unfamiliar, by a n^ference Idndddn. Another kind is ‘ bighA- 
to the deneral Chapter en Land- ddm,’ where the share and payment 
Tenures, where a table is given. are by area (Mghi). ' Bhoj-barar ’ is 
Various names are adopted for not really a synonym of bhaiiichira, 
the kinds of 'bhaiaclulra’ groups but indicates one method (formerly 
where ancestral shares are not the a common one) by which bhai^ch^rA 
measure of interest. In some re- estates were managed, as regards 
ports they are ^q&hmdiri* (le. distributing the revenue burden, 
where actual possession (^hm) is 
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^ customary ’ shares may in all cases be divided into ' tarf/ 
‘ patti,’ &C.J either indicating the branching out of a single 
family, or the divisions which arose from the different 
sections of the group which founded the village in co- 
operation. In some villages the bhaiachara pattis^ &c., 
may be real family divisions, only that the group has 
lost its proper ancestml share-system. 

Estates, the primary holdings of which are ' bhai^chl-ra,^ 
or by custom, are of course constantly returning to the use 
of ancestral shares, because now, when any sharer dies, his 
holding is divided among the sons or other heirs according 
to the law or custom of inheritance. 


Section IL — The Villaoe Tenures. 

§ 1. Origin of Village Communities, — Villages have become 
uniformly joint under our System, 

I propose now to proceed, first, to describe how these 
different classes of villages originated, and then to ex- 
emplify several of their forms, by reference to the Settle- 
ment Reports. 

At the outset, I may explain, what I have already briefly 
mentioned, that all the villages under our Settlements have 
been uniformly treated as jointly liable to Government, and 
have been recognized as joint-owners of the adjoining waste 
included in the estate for use as pasturage or for the exten- 
sion of cultivation : they are therefore now on one and the 
same footing as joint or landlord villages, the members 
having an interest in the entire estate until division. But 
really a large number of them were not originally ‘joint’ 
in the sense in which the word has been explained in my 
opening chapters. No doubt villages that had once been 
truly joint may have lost that character through oppression 
and misfortune, — for example, in the Jhdnsi division, where 
the Mardtha power levelled down rights more than else* 
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where ; and here the joint character of the villages, even of 
those that had once been held by landlord families, often 
seemed to have disappeared. But there were many com- 
munities where a joint claim to a fixed area as a whole, 
never existed, and, in fact, the village group of Manu’s 
time — each man claiming his own holding — was the original 
or pre-Settlement condition of things. 

Such villages now fall equally under the official classi- 
fication of bhaiachar^, because they agree in this one 
feature, that the land is not held on ancedml shares. The 
real old bhai^chdra (of Benares and elsewhere) was, I 
must repeat, of a difierent type — it was a joint-village in 
the full sense, only that it lia,d a special mode of sharing, 
and will be described further on. If we ask for proof tha.t 
some of these villages were, as stated, of the raiyatwari 
type, in which each man had the land ho could manage, 
bore the revenue-share that had been allotted to him in 
communication with his fellows, and claimed nothing else, 
we find it in the terms still used to indicate the holdings. 
The family or individual plot is the holders ‘dad-illahi’ or 
gift of Providence ; or it is said that every man's cultiva- 
tion extends to what he can manage — ^ k£sht hash maqdiir' h 
Moreover, neither tradition nor history will point to any 
incoming, conquering or grantee family, calling itself the 
superior or landlord body. The castes of the landholders 
may, or may not, be various ; but all are ecpiah Nor does 


^ Villages originally constiturtMl 
in this way of ootirho a<*oepte<l tin* 
joint responsibility for the rov<*nuf : 
and if it bo asked why they di<i u<»t, 
as we know some villagos did in 
the Central Provinces and eKe- 
where, decline the joint constitu- 
tion, it is to bo remembered, iiMf 
that the joint responsibility is 
really a very shadowy thing - 
snapped directly by a petition for 
^ perfect partition ' ; and, next, th.n, 
in the North-Western Provinn'^ 
the waste was mostly valuable, and 
the gi*ant of it in joint propriotaiy 
right was appreciated. Also, win Ii 
land is valuable, and there is eitluo' 


a strong elannidi i\ < ling, or a desiro 
ior a long-exi'^ting a'isociatimi to 
k tog« Uu-r ilo* ud\antag *s of ii 
jinnt (uiistiiuiiou ma> bi* real. 
Moi<*over, vjum a denst* jiojiulation 
bt‘:riiis to ]m*ss on tin* laiivl, the 
nalit of pie< ni]»i ion, winch is a 
featnn* of joint < oiumuniTa(‘s, giv< s 
toory t*xi>ting <o-sharej a light to 
jairi'ihi^o in prcfeicnu* to an ont- 
ft'nh r an<l thus sot im s a hv'i'liiiood 
hu hK tamiiv. This again atr<jnl.s 
a strong nninc.on* ul to a tillage to 
hold togeihoi Ail dt*pt'n<Is on the 
iv(‘liug of the pt'opie, tlu- alnind- 
aiue t>f the population, and tin 
demand for, and \ aliie of, Lind 
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it appear that loss of status or any change, has at any 
former time overtaken such a village. 

While, however, there can be little doubt that some of 
the so-called ^ bhaiachara ’ villages of the present records 
are old ‘ raiyatwari ’ villages, over which no change by the 
advent of landlord classes had passed, they are not the only 
type of village which has been confused under the general 
name. Other ‘bhaidchara' villages are, quite possibly, 
landlord or joint- villages where the shares got lost from 
poverty, violent interference, or other causes. Others, 
again, are due to later extensions of cultivation by volun- 
tary association. Of this we have many examples in almost 
every province. Such bodies of cultivators were often 
sent out under the encouragement and protection of some 
chief or prince. In this latter case, the body, though of 
different castes and families, agreed together and clung 
together from the necessity for mutual aid and defence. 
Naturally, there was often no common bond of family 
descent, and no idea of allotting land on ancestral shares, 
as there is where the present body are all descended from 
one or two ‘founders.’ The settlers built a village resi- 
dence, and each took his land according to his power, 
i. e. according to the number of hands his family contained 
(or the labourers he had induced to follow him), the number 
of ploughs and bullocks that he brought, and so forth. The 
leading men also dug the tank or sunk the wells and 
planted the village grove, and had a sort of pre-eminence 
in virtue of this. Then it was that the State, finding head- 
men necessary, gave them further powers by granting them 
privileges and revenue-free holdings, and possibly gave 
them the opportunity, in later days, of becoming ‘ farmers ’ 
of the village revenue. In such cases very much the same 
terms as those above instanced would be used of the 
several holdings, because the constitution was practically 
the same. 

In short, in dealing with the villages generally, we have 
to describe both villages which at an early date became 
joint, owing to the growth of a landlord class in the past, 
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as well as villages that owe their joint constitution really 
to our own Settlement operations. 

How landlord-rights grew up among and over villages 
originally raiyatwari, we have already considered (Vol. I. 
p. 130). It is here only necessary to remind the reader that 
la'^idlords got a footing in the villages in several ways, 
and that when the landlord died, his family gradually mul- 
tiplied into a jointly-entitled body, which formed, in time, 
a community of proprietors. 

The methods of origin I may also briefly recall. They 
are — (i) When the ruling prince made a grant of his rights 
to a scion of his family, or some other dependant in one or 
more villages. (2) When there had been a disruption or 
division of a chief’s or prince’s estate, and the members 
seized on or managed to retain fragments in the form of 
single villages. (3) In later times when a Revenue-farmer, 
or a purchaser at an auction sale for arrears of revenue, got 
the village as landlord, and his descendants multiplied into 
a body. (4) But besides cases of this kind, we also find 
small clans and bodies of adventurers conquering or 
settling in a district, and the villages becoming by division 
or allotment in some way, landlord villages from the first ; 
held by groups of the high-caste families. Here we find 
that occasionally such clans or bodies acknowledged no 
E^ji or chief, and divided the village lands, not by any 
micedral shares, but on a principle of equal division, 
often adopting curioius methods of land-mea>sureinent, and 
of making up ' bigluis,’ consisting of plots of each kind of 
soil, with a view to equality. Thi.s particular form of 
holding ‘hy custom of the brotherhuutl,' was /•/’u////tho true 
and original meaning of bhaiachani — a term which (we 
have just scmui) is apidie<l to soveial other forms of 
village which ha^'e this one feature in common, viz. that 
ancestral shares are of no account. 

When we come to impure whether any one of these dif- 
ferent 0/V/////.S' oi j<dnt- villages can be more frequently 
found than the others, or whether they are leprescnted 
equally btrongly in diflerent localities, I am unable to 
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answer the question fully. The joint-tillages in the 
Benares province, first described in 1795-6, were of 
high-caste clans who formed landlord bhaiachara villages 
from the first; and so did the Bundelas in the districts 
about Bundelkhand (Banda, Jhansi, &c.). 

Where the present proprietary body are of high-caste 
people, Brahmans, or Eajputs, or of high Muhammadan 
castes of later accession, it will often be the case that the 
body owes its origin to a single grantee, or separated mem- 
ber of a ruling family. 

Again, in the North-West Provinces the effects of 
Rohilla devastation and the misrule of centuries, loft a 
large number of villages destitute of all definite owner- 
ship, and the present joint-body of owners arose from a 
comparatively recent owner found for such deserted 
estates. The same result followed in the early days of 
our own rule^; a very considerable number of estates 
passed into the hands of auction-purchasers, of revenue- 
farmers, and others who undertook the responsibility in 
cases where the original owners had fallen into poverty or 
decay, and where (if they remained at all) they appeared 
only as the (now) subservient tenants of any one who would 
assume responsibility as their landlord. There were also 
a large number of estates, really deserted and ownerless 
(khdna-khAli), overcome by revenue-oppression and other 
causes; while, lastly, we must not forget the abandoned 
and waste lands, awaiting, and at last finding, the restora- 
tion or new foundation of village estates by the location of 
cultivators on the part of some capitalist who had the 
means and energy. When our rule began, unless we found 
local taluqdars and Raja-Zamindfe — and these we will put 
aside for the present — in nearly all cases we had to fanii 
such villages to a ' mustajir ’ as he was called, and acknow- 
ledge the capitalist who would undertake the management, 
as entitled to a Settlement. 

It is also true that the farming system was at first looked 


^ TMs is qiiite a special feature of the North- Westoru Fro viuces. 



CHAP. II.] THE LAND-TENUHES. 1 1 3 

on as the natnral one : for those were days when manage- 
ment by an individv^al quasi-landlord was the only kind 
that entered the official head. Adding, then, these classes 
together, they make up a very large number of villages 
where the old revenue-f miner crept into the place of oiuner. 
In the process of time the single landlord is represented 
by a number of sons or grandsons, who jointly claim 
the same right that their ancestor had, and at fii-st, for some 
time, remain undivided. Separation of interest is however 
(in most cases) a certainty after the lapse of some years 
The same thing usually happened where any single land- 
lord — a taluqddr, a Zamindar, a grantee, or any one else — 
managed to get the actual owner’s right. After some genera- 
tions the family would divide the estate or the group of 
villages — call the main shares or ^ pattis ’ by the names of 
the heads of their families : and a century or so would see 
them blossom out into distinct ^ pattidari ’ villages of tlie 
revenue records ; whereupon enthusiastic historians will 
speak of them as ‘ primeval bodies, surviving unmoved the 
fall of empires,’ &c. ! In this class of villages the ancestral 
shares would, as I have said, most likely be kept up as the 
standard, although circumstances would gradually produce 
changes, and in the end we should find that actual holdings 
were no longer according to the proper shares ; and thus 
a mixture of principles began, which led to the village fall- 
ing into Class II or III, instead of Class I, of our table 
(see page ic6). 


^ This origin of villago-oommuni- 
ties is hardly at all to bo fouiul in 


the other chief centre of vilLig- 
commuiiities — the Han j a b. 


YOL. n. 
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§ (Z. Summary of Origins and Forms. 

In order to sum up shortly what we know of the origin 
of the now uniformly joint- villages, we may briefly say that 
they are due — 

(i) To acquisition or founding by conquering or 
adventuring clans or armies : these some- 
times adopted a plan of equal division — true 
‘bhaiachara.’ Such villages were neverthe- 
less "landlord’ estates from the first, owing 
to the proud martial character of the 
founders. It was the method of sharing, 
nothing else, that distinguished them from 
other landlord villages 

A still larger class were villages originally of 
only separate cultivators, but over which a 
landlord class afterwards grew up : (reducing 
the old cultivators to be their tenants) — 

{a) by ancient grant of a Eaja to Brahmans, 
courtiers, or to scions of his family ; 

(6) by disruption of a ruling house and the mem- 
bers seizing on, or retaining a hold on, par- 
ticular villages ] 

{c) by the (comparatively modern) growth of a 
headman or a revenue-farmer or auction-pur- 
chaser, who obtained the village and whose 
descendants now form the proprietary body ; 
(d) similar cases, where the village was depopu- 
lated or devastated, and where some capitalist 
engaged to reconstruct it, and his descendants 
became the joint owners. 

[In any one of these cases, accident, poverty, or mis- 
government may have resulted in the almost total loss of 

^ 1st class is oftenest found to be tbe land bytbe genealogical tree /ram 
of the old bhaiachard form, but may ihefi'tst. In tbe Panjjlb this is a'con- 
also be held on ancestral shares, siderable class. I have no data for 
because the conquering families expressing an opinion as to its pre- 
were relations, or at least of one valence in the North-Western Pro- 
gens or family, and may have allotted vinces. 
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ttie proper shares, and in the village being held according 
to possession only so as to resemble the class which follows :] 
^(3) A number of villages not originally joint — no 
landlord class existed — ^have become joint, 
under our Settlements, by accepting the joint 
grant of the waste and the joint liability for the 
revenue. These are now classed as bhaiachard 
villages equally with (i) or the decayed form 
of (3). When the joint lands are divided, it 
is in proportion to the original holding or in 
proportion to the amount of revenue paid. 
Some details may now be given about each form of 
estate. 
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§ 3 . ZaminddH Tillages. 

Recurring to the offieial use of the terms, it will now be 
understood how, whenever the estate is owned by oiie 
man’^ or by several undivided, they call the tenure’ 
‘ zammddri.’ A village may even at the present clay, pass 
to a single landlord by sale ; or perhaps all the shares may 
die out but one ; on the other hand, though not very com- 
monly, a number of co-sharers may prefer to remain 
permanently in joint enjoyment. For example, suppose 
that twenty co-sharers, not themselves of a cultivating 
class, have advantageously let out the whole of their land 
to tenants; the rents are collected and divided according to 
the family shares and there is no object in dividing the 
land ; such conditions are quite possible though perhaps 
rather exceptional. 

I have already noted that where there happens to 
be one landlord, they call the estate ‘zamindari khalis'; 
where there are several undivided they call it ' zainmdarf 
mushtarka.’ As the latter is the commoner, the idea has 
become prevalent that zaminddri implies joininess, which, 
of course, in itself, it does not. 

^ Single landlord estates may also an estate is 'perfectly ’ parlitionod : 
occur in ease a family owns an liere the result will be a numbc'r of 
estate and the descent is eustomarily new separate estates, f‘ach of which 
by primogeniture. Or, supposing may have only one owner. 
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But the text-books always use ^ zammdari ' to mean 
that the village (or estate) is owned by one man, or several 
(relations) undivided. 


§3. Details about ^mminddri^ {single or joint) 
Landlord Villages, 

I have not noticed anything peculiar about the manage- 
ment of ' zamindari ’ estates that calls for mention. In 
one district, I notice traces of a practice also found else- 
where, viz.: that each sharer, suspicious of the headmen 
whose duty it is to get in the estate-income, will insist on 
calling on the tenants individually for a share of the rent 
proportional to his (the co-sharer’s) fractional interest in 
the joint estate. ‘ The custom is a vexatious one for the 
tenant, who has often to pay his rent in as many as twenty 
or thirty driblets^.’ 

What with the effect of transfers, and sales in early 
days of mismanagement, the effect of Eohilla subjection 
before our days, and other local circumstances and calami- 
ties, it is not surprising that a number of the districts 
should show a majority of the estates as ^zaminddrC 

Thus in Buxok we find 79‘3 of the villages so classed, 
and paying three-fourths of the revenue of the dis- 
trict^. Of this number, 40-3 per cent, is held by single 
owners, and 39 per cent, by groups of owners. The 
larger landlords being here powerful, they manage their 
estates so as to exact a large series of ' manorial dues,’ 
a curious account of which is given at page 89 of the 
Settlement Deport. Something is made out of every 
trade and occupation. The workers of an oil-press pay 
a rupee annually, some oil-cake for cattle-feeding, and a 
little oil. The village ‘baniya,’ or general dealer, pays 

^ Allahabad S. E., p. 59. I make and a ‘ 2|-anna share ’ of 

no apology for repeating that the the estate to another ; and so more 
group may be the sons or grandsons owners than one haye come in but 
of the original owner ; or it may be they haye not divided the land, 
that the owner has sold an 8-anna Bijrm S. i?., pp 72-3. 
share’ (one-half), i. e. to one man, 
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a rupee for his shop, and a quarter seer of ‘ghl’ or clarified 
butter. The cobbler gives shoes, and the potter earthen 
dishes; even the shrines and holy places have to com- 
pound for shares of the oflferings of the pious. Here, too, 
though custom is the great fixer of rents, which are lai'gely 
paid — or were a few years ago — ^in kind, the landlord 
manages to make a profit, not by altering the customary 
rate, but by causing the 'seer’ for his grain to consist 
of 96 'tolas’ instead of 80, or the maund at least to consist 
of 43 seers instead of 40^, 

In ShIhjahanpxje, some of the tahsils show a prepon- 
derance of zamindM estates, but the fact is there due to 
the increasing subdivision (and separation) of estates^. 
The whole district has 70 per cent, 'zamindari estates,’ 
though there is only one very large proprietor. 

In Agea, a similar cause is assigned : here one-third of 
the villages has become ' zaminddri 

In Fatihpue, out of 2145 estates no less than 1555 
are ' zamindari^.’ This preponderance is due to the num- 
ber of sales and other transfers in the early days of our 
rule, which had the effect of throwing into the hands of 
single families, estates that had once been pattidaii or 
bhaiachara of Rajput and other clans. 

In Bareli we find q< 6 ii zamlndari village- estates out 
of S‘^% 6 , This is due to the Rohillas having obliterated 
all old proprietary rights. ' In Bisalpur alone, so late as 


^ I may remind the non-Indian 
reader that the common >scale of 
weights (omitting jewellers' smaller 
standards of mtii and mdsJtd) stai*ts 
from the weight of a rupee, which is 
180 grains or i tola (about go to 
the English ounce ayoirdupois; ; 80 
tolas make a seer (roughly sib.), and 
40 seers make the * maund ' or 
‘ man/ Standard weights of this 
scale are said to be ‘pakka' (ripe 
or full), and country standards 
varying in a very considerable de- 
gree, are said to be ^kachchA' (or 
^unripe, raw, imperfect’). The 
scale indicated in the text is there- 
fore a local weight where 90 tolas 


ordinarily go to the seer. Of coui^p 
it is the local variability liud toi- 
ables the landloid to do as lie doe.^. 

^ H. R., Tahsil Bhabjali/ui])ur, ]>. 
7 ; and General Report^ p. xxvi. 1 iu*t*d 
hardly remind the reader that if <\ 
joint village gets complet&hj bplit u)) 
in this way, the resulfc is a number 
of separate ‘ mahals ’ (some being 
entire villages) with the om* land- 
lord over each. When this man 
dies, his sons and grandsons ^\ ill 
once more form a joint-body till 
they, in turn, separate. 

® G. B., Agra, p. 17. 

^ S. B., Eatihpur, p. 15. 
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the last Settlement and up to 1849, there were no less than 
104 villages with no recorded proprietors ; and in almost 
every pargana there were numerous villages without pro- 
prietors V when Settlements were made the headmen 
(or muqaddam) were individually made proprietors. 

In Cawnpobe 60 per cent, of the estates are zamindAri, 
— due largely to sales and transfers extinguishing older 
tenures, and substituting or providing new landlords. 

The Gawnpore Settlement Report, page 33 (§§ 88-9:^) 
gives a striking picture of the result of the sale laws. It 
is too long to quote. Owing to incorrect records, and 
ignorance of rights of proprietors, in 1803--4, when there 
was a famine, remissions granted never reached the vil- 
lages, and the estates were consequently put up and sold 
for default, msir ^Ali, a ' Diwan’ of the Collector’s office, 
bought eighty-one estates ; and a tahsildar bought estates 
paying E. 50,000 for little more than the tenth of one 
year’s demand! 

Sometimes persons actually enjoying proprietary rights 
were ignorant of their danger, either because their names 
did not appear as the defaulters, or they did not recognize 
their own villages in the names of the estates put up to 
auction. ' Indeed, numerous instances occurred where the 
actual proprietor was totally unconscious that he was 
represented as in arrears, or where he had hid away by 
the advice of the very officer who was prepared to take 
advantage of the default he had himself instigated.’ 

Sometimes the result was managed thus : it might often 
happen that the column in the record, ‘ Proprietor’s name,’ 
was left blank, and only the muquddam — cultivator’s 
headman’s— name, or the farmer’s who held the revenue^ 
engagement, entered in another place. Officials then put 
their own names, or rather those of some dependant or 
relation, in the column of ' Proprietors,’ and when an oppor- 
tunity came, they took advantage of the entry. 


^ Board's Review, p. 7 {S. R,, 
Bareilly). And the Gazetteer (vol. v. 
p. 615) notices that * whatever pro- 
prietary tenures exist at air are 


zamind^ri : in 1849 there were only 
forty-nine village communities of 
other kinds. 
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It is satisfactory to notice that it was in this district 
that Mr. Robertson, the Judge, made his protest regarding 
the evils of this state of things to be heard ; and that when 
(in consequence) the Special Commission of 182,1 was 
appointed, ‘ an enormous amount of good was done on the 
whole, though many fraudulent purchasers (e.g. ISTasir ’Ali) 
escaped scot-free.’ Out of 405 estates sold at auction, 
243 sales were complained of and 185 reversed. 

It was not only ofScial sales that were wrong in those 
days, for we find that 64 private sales and foreclosures 
of mortgage, were also complained of as fraudulent, and 
II were found bad. 

In MuBADi-BiD the Government Review^ notices Hhe 
comparative absence of cultivating communities.’ This 
was the result of the former intestine disorders and the 
raids the district was exposed to. 'Four-fifths of the 
estates were in the possession of single individuals^ or of 
small bodies of shareholders, who were in common man- 
aging the estates by a representative and dividing the 

profits according to their (ancestral) shares ’ The 

villages owned by older communities of other forms, are 
apparently few, and they are to be found chiefly in the 
south of parganas Sambhal and Bildrf. In great part the 
disturbance of old rights is due to the large estates (some- 
times revenue-free) held by Sayyids — of whom mention 
again will be made. These people obtained the full own- 
ership of their villages, and conciliated the headmen, by 
leaving them with certain privileges or fragments of original 
rights. 

The mu’afi estates have become much broken up into 
separate plots called ' milk,’ which can hardly be classed 
as separate zaminddri estates. Their history is curious, 
and may be referred to at pages 25 to of the Settlement 
Report. 

In Eta, ' zaminddrl ’ estates are the most numerous^. 

In Etawa, out of 1813 mahals 13:^1 are 'zaminddri'h’ 

^8. R.J Grovemment orders, 

P- 5- 


“ Qazetteefr^ voL iv. p. 76. 
® Id., p. 333. 
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In the Meebut (Mirath) division districts^ I do not find 
any details given that call for remark ; nor in the districts 
east of Oudh, for North Gorakhpur and Basti were petty 
kingdoms (Baj) like the other Oudh districts, and the Kajas 
becoming taluqdars, held the villages together, even if they 
reduced their status by their own pretensions. 

On coming to Bundelkhand, where the Bundelas had 
established a sort of kingdom, in later times the communi- 
ties had been much disturbed. Thus in Hamiepue we find 
that the estates are now mostly ‘ zamindarf/ though 
instances of the ' bhaiacharA ’ village will presently appear* * * § 
In Banda, also, though here the ‘ bhej-barar ’ system 
of the (old or true) bhaiachara villages attracted much 
attention in former years, a large number of estates have 
hecortie ‘zamindari’ owing to transfer to outsiders; the 
zamlnddri list has also been enlarged by a number of 
villages being broken up on partition (see p. 117, ante, 
and note). 

In the other districts — now forming the Jhansi divi- 
sion — it seems that, whether from the effect of the 
MarAtha rule or otherwise, the villages were uniformly 
without any landlord class, like the Central Provinces 
and Bombay raiyatwari villages. 

In the Jhansi district anything resembling a proprietary 
right was unknown 2. But it is stated that this con- 
dition — ^the aggregation of landholders without any joint 
interest — was the result of the decay of a former joint con- 
stitution. The original ancestral shares (it was said) had 
fallen into oblivion, and actual holdings alone were recog- 
nized There was a headman, called ‘ MihtA ' (or Mihtd), 

* Bulandshaliar, Meerut, Sahar- Looping to the locality, as well as 

anpur, 'Aligarh. to the names of the village officers 

^ Admiymtmtion Beport, North- and the existence of the ^ Watan ' 
Western Provinces, 1872-73, p. 14, (under another name) I must, with 

§ 23. great respect, take leave to doubt 

3 Jha/rnd S* B,, 1871, § 340- An very much, whether this decay of 
attempt was made to draw iip a landlord shares (veiy likely to be 
*ph£nt' or list of shares, which supposed by a writer enthusiastic 
was all wrong, but was submitted about the North-Western system) 
as evidence in some cases in Court was a real fact, 
and led to considerable confusion. 
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like the Maratha^iJ^eZ, and he had his lands and percj[Tiisites 
of office, here called ^ haq-mihat The plan at Settlement 
was to make proprietors of the Mihtas, and of all who, as 
members of the official families, hold lands which formed 
part of the ^ haq-mihat.’ To these were added all who en- 
joyed special privileges and perquisites, and all who appeared 
on the merits to have been acknowledged as ' sharers ’ in 
the estates in any sense. All the residue then became 
tenants.’ Here, no doubt, the villages would become 
‘zamindari’ under the process. Even as it was, there 
being no natural communities, the creation of proprietors 
has resulted in a number of small estates, which have 
since been unable to make way, and have become in- 
volved in debt^. 

In Lalitpur there was the same absence of cohesion in 
the communities, if they can properly be called such. 
There were, however, many villages in subjection to local 
chiefs called Th^kurs, who held the villages in jagir. These 
were acknowledged as proprietors — over the heads of the 
actual landholders but the original rights of the latter 
were protected by their being made 'sub-proprietors.’ 
This Settlement was canned out under rules sometimes 
spoken of as ‘ S^gar Kules of 1853,’ which were afterwards 
applied to the Central Provinces The whole district and 
its Settlement may be regarded as answering to the de- 
scription given in the chapter on the Central Provinces 
tenures. 

Where there were no Thakurs, &c., the revenue-farmers 
or headmen^, as the case might be, were made proprietors. 


^ S. i?., § 31. 

- This is to be noted as a curious 
result of the endeavour to create 
proprietors. In JhAnsi there are no 
wells ; the land is dependent on 
rain, and each cultivator can barely 
be sure of paying the revenue on 
his own field : a person, therefore, 
artificially invested with the right 
over, but with the consequent re- 
sponsibility for, the revenue of a 
number of such fields, cannot bear 
up. The so-called proprietors have 


had to boiiow largely to x>i^y their 
revenueaiid have become h(»pcle,ssly 
involved. 

^ LaUrjjifi S. IL, 1871. Th(‘ Board’s 
review givt‘s a Jiistory of the diffi- 
culties and contentions of tht‘;^o 
chiefs- Th(‘ Rex^oit, § 196, com- 
plains of tiioir being incuirectly 
called talucxdari Chtates. 

LuUtjiur S. ILj 1871 j Goicnunciit 
BeviexOj § 15. 

® The s^ays that the 

headmen wore usually the de&cen- 
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This was the ease with the parganas which had belonged 
to Sindhia, and those of B^npur and Maraura which had 
been confiscated ; here proprietors had to he found- In 
all these cases the estates would be called 'zamindAri’ 
villages. But in some cases where the original land- 
holders had kept up a local bond of connection which 
could be ascertained, the coinmunity was declared pro- 
prietor^: and in cases where the revenue-farmer or the 
headman was made proprietor, the members of the original 
land-clearing families became (as usual) privileged tenants 
or else sub-proprietors. 

The Jalaun district does not appear to exhibit any 
special features. There are estates both ‘ zamindari ’ and of 
other kinds. 


§ 4. Explanation regarding the Groivth of Revenue- 
Farmers- 

A few words may be added (on another aspect of the 
question) as to the revenue-farmers and auction-purchasers 
who originated a number of these tenures. 

In tracing back the origin of so many villages to what 
might be concluded to be an unmitigated wrong or an error 
of judgment on the part of the first generation of Settlement 
Officers, it is only doing justice to the past to recognize that 
the farmers were not always usurpers, nor were they made 
proprietors in all cases, without reason. They often came 
to the rescue of fallen villages, the dispirited inhabitants of 
which had no heart to claim proprietorship ; and often 
they re-colonized, at considerable expense, deserted estates, 
and brought the waste under the plough. There was really 
no one else better entitled to be called landlord, at a time 
when landholding was not the profitable business it now is. 

Where usurpation happened, it was not so much in the 


dants of the original elearers and 
founders of the estates (‘ Jharya- 
kat ’). This origin of title will be 
found to crop up here and every- 
where, indicating how correctly 


Manu^ in this respect, echoed the 
old idea of the origin of right in 
land. 

^ Government Review of the /S. i?., § 

16. 
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process of the revenue-farming ^ of our earliest Settlements 
as in the unhappy application of the sale la%L's^ The ordii 
idea of recovering arrears — and this was the law derived 
from Bengal — was, as I have said, to put the ‘ estate ' up to 
auction. The purchaser would then become the absolute 
owner, and the village became ‘zamindari’ for him and 
his sons after him, as above stated. Invited by the 
system, speculators would procure, by fraudulent means, 
evidence that a village was in arrears, and it was sold, 
perhaps without the real owner knowing it 

As regards the revenue-farmers or ‘ mustajirs ’ or ' sadr- 
malguzars ' (literally principal revenue-payer), as they were 
called, Mr. Holt Mackenzie, in 1819, expressed his fear that 
if all rights were not carefully inquired into, ‘ all will be 
sacrificed to the “ sadr-malguzar,” whose interest in the land 
or the revenue of the land, if left undefibaed, is so natumlly 
conceived to he that of absolute or exclusive proioevty. and 
whose means of destroying or evading the rights of his 
“inferior tenants” are so powerful^’; and where there 
were * ZamindArs ’ or taluqdars (though this applies to 
farms also), he says : ' Some of the moderate-sized “ zamin- 
d^ri” estates were doubtless created by successive purchases 
of individual villages ... or by the extension of cultiva- 
tion by means of contract cultivators in districts having a 
vast proportion of desert waste.’ But the origin of others 
was more questionable. ‘He’ (the farmer or Settlement 
holder) ‘ appears to have engaged in a constant struggle for 
the extension of his property, and as he generally had the 
hand of power . . . the various villages in the ialuqa or 
farm were too frequently converted by force or fraud intc^ 
one (single) estate 

Then, again, there was much confusion in early days 
between ‘ possession ’ and ‘ownership’: a farmer or a taluq- 
dix was in ‘ possession ’ in one sense, though there iiiighi 


^ Xaye, p. 249, and Holt Macken- 
zie's Minute, § 456. 

^ See the note to p. 22, ante. 
For a highly sensational case of the 


efiect of the fnilitm) or Liaction halt 
in 1818, see Kaye, p. 241?. 

® Minute, §§310, 322. 

* id, § 406. 
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loe owners in possession of the land in another sense. Con- 
fusing the two things, a man might get treated as owner, 
when really he had only a limited interest \ 


§ 5. Villages shared ancestrally {Pattid&ri,) 


It is surprising how many villages long remained un- 
divided ; but, large as the number sometimes appears from 
the last section, a still larger number of villages are held 
divided, not a few (apparently) from their first foundation, 
and others from a more or less remote date, when the family 
multiplied. However this may be, whenever a village 
is divided, and the shares are ancestral or according to the 
genealogicccl tree, the village becomes ‘ pattidd,ri,’ i. e. if 
wholly divided, or ^ imperfect pattidari ' if some of the land 
is still retained in the joint state. 

As regards the ‘ pattidAii ^ villages, which are not merely 
‘zamindAri’ estates recently divided, but are the result 
of ancient allotment at conquest, when division of territory 
was at once made, it would appear that the country was 
often divided up, first into major groups of eighty-four, 
forty -two, or twenty- four villages (chaurasi, b^alisi, chau- 
bisi). This was probably originally rather a division 
suitable for the administrative and military purposes of 
the conquering tribe or army, than with the object of 
dividing the land as property. But the descendants of 
chiefs who once ruled over such groups, generally ended by 
becoming ‘proprietors’ of villages in the group. Some- 
times the division was by ‘kos ’ or square measures of some 
kind, sometimes by number of villages. Then these terri- 
tories became further subdivided, and we have at last single 


^ In § 508 Mr. Holt Mackenzie 
notices how, when in Bundelkhand 
there were unquestionably villagers 
properly entitled as bodies to the 
right of co-ownership, Settlement 
was at first made with one co-sharer, 
as superior owner of the whole. 
(Just what happened in the Bihar 
districts of Bengal.) In the same 
Y olume of B&uenmSelechons (1818-20), 


pp. 239-40, there is a letter of 
Mr. Collector Waring, coniplaming 
of the practice of one co-sharer 
selling his individual right, and 
the astute purchaser becoming land- 
lord of the whole, and reducing 
the other co-sharers to be his 
tenants. The Collector proposes a 
Kegulation to prevent the practice. 
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village estates, once more divided into shares and sub- 
shares. 

For example, we read of the territory conquered by the 
Sarnet Eaja of Anaula^ which was divided into groups of 
eighty-four ' kos.’ One such division formed the old ‘ Raj ’ or 
petty kingdom of Gorakhpur. Another, a (half)-group of 
twenty-four, formed the smaller Raj of Hasanpur-Maghar ; 
and there were other divisions held by the younger sons. 

In short, wherever we have a case of these (comparatively 
late) tribal conquests, we always find a veiy early, if not 
immediate, allotment and division as the most prominent 
feature ; at first, perhaps, the major divisions — which are 
really for the chiefs as rulers, and not for proprietary 
purposes — were alone made ; but as the families split up. the 
division went further and further, and pattidaii villages 
resulted. 

In FabukhIbad, I find mention of a ^ great estate,’ 
evidently an expansion of an original setfclcirient Ba- 
miari, in Amritpur, -was the head-quarters of a Sombansi 
(Rajput) clan, comprising 500 members, and liolding 18 
villages. It is now divided into six main quarters or 
Haraf.’ The heads of families now reside in their own taraf 
— ^not in the old ‘ khera ’ or parent site ; but they retain 
ancestral shares in the original locality. 


§ 6 . FatUddri Estates that are the re^idt of sulseqve'nt 

2XirtttLon, 

But any joint zammdarl ’ estate maj' become 'pattidari^ 
in the course of time. A single grantee, pin'cha.st‘r, revt^nue- 
farmer, or man of influence, Incomes sole landloul of a 
village or several villages. When he die>s, a number of 
sons and grandsons may long continue to enjoy the estate 
jointly without partition ; it appears as the ' zamindari 
mushtarka’ of the revenue text-books, — and as such is 
often erroneously supposed to rej^resent the most ancient 

’ See Beames^ MUotCs Cilussioy. ~ Ou-iOiLi , yul. mi. 105. 
vol. ii. p. 51. 
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form of landholding, whereas really it is, in a large number 
of instances, comparatively, if not positively, quite modern 
After a time dissensions break out or other causes super- 
vene, and a separation takes place. In what are called 
^ perfect pattidari ’ estates, the whole village is marked off 
into major and minor divisions (representing the main 
limbs, large branches, and minor twigs of the genealogical 
tree). In many such villages also, it will be found that the 
origin can be traced back to the grant of the village to some 
cadet of the local king’s family, or a favoured courtier, 
minister, or religious adviser. The proprietary body of the 
villages are the descendants of this still remembered chief, 
who divided at some later but remote date. 

The essential feature of patUddH estates, whatever their 
origin, is that the shares are fractional according to the 
law of inheritance. But in time the actual holdings, by 
accident, transfer, and so on, cease to correspond with the 
theoretical share, and then the estate is only ^ pattidd-ri ’ in 
name. It is comparatively rare now to find perfectly 
unaltered patUddri villages ; it is also unusual to find the 
whole area divided (perfect pattidari) ; a more common 
form is the ‘ imperfect ’ pattidari, where each proprietor or 
co-sharer has an area separately enjoyed as his sir^ or own 
holding, and the rest is left common, either let out to 
tenants (whose rents occasionally suffice to cover the Govern- 
ment revenue charges on the whole) or reserved for grazing, 
or awaiting the time when increasing numbers will necessi- 
tate the ^ common ’ being broken up for cultivation. 

§ 7. Method of Sharing. 

In estates where the ancestral shares are observed, they 
are sometimes expressed in terms of real and imaginary 
fractions of a rupee, sometimes, and especially towards 
the West, infractions of some standard of land measure 
of which, naturally, the bighd of Akbar’s time is the repre- 

^ Thcagh., as I said before, the principle of the joint succession, "which 
causes it, is really ancient. 
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sentative. In either case the ordinary divisions of the 
actual or the Mgltd 'would not sufhce where the 

shares are numerous. 

Thus, for instance, it will be easy to see that if there are 
four main pattis, or divisions, each is a four-anna share ' ; 
which means that each share represents one-fourth of 
the land total, and also pays one-fourth of the revenue 
and expenses. But the pattis have to be divided further, 
so that the last division of the anna into ^ pics ’ (there are 
twelve to the anna) is not nearly enough in the way of 
subdivision. Further fractions have accordingly been in- 
vented, varying according to the custom of the locality. 

A single example will suffice. 

In Allahabdd we have — 

I iiipoe = 16 annas, 

I anna =12 pios 

I pie — 20 kirant. 

1 kirant = 9 ,]Vio. 

I jao — 12 tend. 

In some places the division was carried still further : — 

I tond = 12 rawa. 

T rawil = 20 til k 

Such tables exhibit several varieties ; but it is obvious 
that the one quoted would provide a name for the share of 
the most remote descendant, till practical division could bo 
carried no further. 

In the ’Azimgapji parganas, which iiave a Permanent 
Settlement, I notice the only occurrence of the llindf term 
for shared villages — ‘ khuntaiti,’ from kliuntu, a sliare. In 
these districts, some of the villages were held on the, 
ancestral plan, or paltldaTf. hero called kluintaiti; otliers 
on the old equal division, or Idiaiacliara plan — licre (and 
in other districts also) callcil ‘ lu'gha-daind In the case of 
the ancestrally-shared villages, the .shares are (^xin*esscd in 
fractions of a upee, the t-cale^ dividing tlie rupee into 320 

^ Here, supposing the to would Oo u liitk* uum* ihaii 

be 1000 acres, a ^haio’ fourth of iin .u*r« , laul so on. 

would be 62I acres, a ■ kirJnt ' ^hare 
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Uganda/ or 1280 ^ kauri/ or 38^400 dant; this last being 
equal to 1,1525000 ' datulil ’ If suck a division is carried 
far, the ultimate holdings must be exceedingly minute. In 
an estate of 5000 acres (i. e. where 5000 acres represented 
the whole rupee) a single ‘ d^-tuli ’ would represent about 
twenty-one square yards. 

In the same way the area measure or bigha may be divided 
into the ordinary fractions, the biswa (one-twentieth), and 
biswansi (one-twentieth of that) ; and then for the share- 
table, further fractions would be added. The biswansi or 
dhar will be further divided into ‘ ren/ and that into ^ phen.* 
And there are .other scales. 

Under the ancestral-share system, whether part or the 
whole of the estate is divided, it is no matter what the 
present value of the holdings in themselves may be ; one 
share may have been so improved that it is worth four 
times the value of another; another man may have lost 
half his share by the river washing it away; but the 
ancestral share, as originally divided, is the only measure 
of right, and each has to pay his corresponding share of 
the revenue and expenses. 

§ 8. JPartial Loss of the original Share-scheme, 

But here it is that villages held on an ancestral share- 
scheme show a tendency to merge into the other form 
where custom or the facts of actual possession, are the 
measure of right. I have mentioned that there are many 
cases in which part of the land is held on one plan, while 
part (not yet divided) is enjoyed on a different principle. 
In these cases it will usually happen that the profits (de- 
rived from tenants’ rents) of the common, and the s^ir and 
manorial dues, are all divided according to ancestral shares, 
while the separate holdings of the cultivated land have 
ceased to be in any way according to these shares. 

Then it is that the imperfect patUddri becomes confused 
with the imperfect hhaidchdrd — some reports speak of them 
as if they were the same^ — affording another instance of 
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the insufSciency of the old classification of tenures. Really, 
the cases alluded to, are those which form the Class II 
(page lod, ante). Where the proprietors acknowledge this 
disproportion and accept it and agree to record the present 
holdings in the kheival (record of shares), we have a village 
of Class II {a). Where they do not acknowledge it hy 
record (implying a lingering feeling that some day the 
shares may be restored to the standard), wo have a case of 
Class II ih). 

In the Muttka Report the case of village Mirpur (of 
Moti-Jhil pargana) is given, where the proprietors caused 
their fractional shares to be recorded as the only measure 
of their right. But each had a holding in cultivating pos- 
session (sir) which did not correspond to the share, and this 
was said, at the time, to be merely for convenience ; never- 
theless, in fact, it continued; and now, probably, the 
possession has gone on so long that it cannot be altered, 
though the fractional shares will still be followed in other 
matters of account. 


§ 9. Causes of the loss of the Share- system. 

The circumstances which tend to upset the theoretical 
shares are various. It may be, for example, that each pat- 
tid^r has got an equal fourth share divided out on the 
ground with full consent and as equitably as possible under 
the circumstances at the time of division. But, subse- 
quently, the conditions have changed, and it is found that 
one holding has improved in yield and value, out of pro- 
portion to the fourth of the revenue ; another share, on the 
other hand, has <leteriorated and cannot pay it, while 
another remains fairly, but only just, able to meet the cor- 
I'esponding share of the charges. In these cases, a wealthy 
sharer is very likely to pay for the others’ revenue, and he 
takes over part of their land to recoup himself, or they 
agree to re-apportion the land. 


VOIi. II. 


^ S. R., p. 44 
K 
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Men’s talent and capacity for agriculture also vary, and 
a thrifty shareholder with good land may make so much 
that he is able to buy up fields from his neighbour in 
distress. 

Another and probably very common cause of change 
arose in the days when the Government demand was ex- 
cessive : it required in fact every one to cultivate all he 
could, in order to keep the village going at all; and so 
one man’s means and agricultural energy being greater 
than another’s, he got to cultivate land beyond his legal 
share. Still as long as it is recognized that the owner 
has a special fractional interest in the whole, and his 
actual landholding is recognized as corresponding to the 
share of the expenses which he pays, the estate remains 
pattidari 

The estate ceases to be pattidari when any fractional 
share is no longer recognized in any respect or for any 
purpose. A man has a certain de facto holding, and he pays 
at a certain rate per acre on this. If an owner denies that 
a stated share is the measure of his ownership, the result of 
such a contention is either a revision of the share list, or 
the estate has become converted into a bhaiachara one, as 
the term is now used. 


§ 10. Bhaidchdrd Estates. 

When we come to the large class of estates where custom 
alone governs the distribution, we are brought to a new 
order of things ; and, as I have said, under this term are 
confused villages of wholly difierent origin 
We now find under this one official denomination — 

(i) Villages in which ancestral shares (probably) once 


^ In the Panjdb, and I have no 
doubt elsewhere also, the shares in 
a pattidari estate are ver^ rarely 
purely ancestral. The days before 
our rule were rough ones ; necessity 
operated to modify a strict adier- 


enee to ancestral shares. The re- 
sult of confusion and of misfortune 
was that shares got altered accord- 
ing to circumstances, the weak and 
unfortunate losing, the stronger 
and more fortunate gaining. 
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existed, but have since ‘become lost or seriously 
modified. 

(q,) Villages in which there never was any scheme of 
sharing (as far as evidence goes), and in which 
each cultivator is separately owner of the fields 
he cleared ; these have now become landlord 
villages by reason of the grant of the waste, and 
the joint responsibility. 

(3) Villages in which associations of colonists or others 

originally allotted the land according to the num- 
ber of ploughs^ or according to the wells and shares 
in the irrigation. 

(4) Villages held by groups of clansmen who have a 

strong landlord feeling, but who never acknow- 
ledged Rajas or chiefs, and had an equal division 
of land among the original founders instead of 
any ancestral shares. (This is the original 
bhaiachara.) 

In none of these cases (except the first) was there ever 
a joint holding which became several by some form of 
partition, The allotment in severalty, was made from 
the beginning, though in some of them the landlord or 
joint-sentiment was fully felt in respect of the general 
privileges of village ownership. 

The third form commonly occurs in districts where, up 
till comparatively recent times, there was much available 
waste land, and bodies of settlers would select a locality 
and divide the land among their families and dependents. 
It might be that the families were not connected by any 
actually known common ancestry — they were not necessa- 
rily even of the same tribe- Such families would settle 
together for mutual defence or society, and would often 
associate with them persons of other tribes who were good 
cultivators. Here there was no question of one man becom- 
ing owner of a village, leaving it to be shared among his 
sons and grandsons, who rigorously guarded as their own 
the ring-fence of the original grant and enjoyed the pro- 
duce or divided the fields according to their place and 
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share in the ancestral list. When we examine colonies 
or cultivating settlements of this kind, we find, that 
each man proceeded by common consent, to cultivate what 
he can ; in revenue phrase ‘ kasht-hasb-maqdiir ' If he 
had a larger number of bullocks and ploughs and many 
stalwart sons, he would take a larger share : but no one 
regarded himself as owner of anything beyond what he 
cultivated, though of course he had a right to use the 
common tank or well and grove, and to have a site in the 
village ‘ abadi ’ for his house. 

Not that all were equal: perhaps some of the associates 
would have no capital, and in that case they would take 
a place in the colony such as we should now call a tenant’s 
place — only his position as one of the first founders is 
marked by the fact, that he pays only for his cultivation 
what the ‘proprietors’ pay, i.e. the Government revenue, 
but nothing in the way of rent besides. Such an associate 
difiers only from a proprietor so far that he has no claim 
on the lands, if any, which the body has agreed to manage 
in common, nor has he a share in any fees or profits which 
may be paid by tradesmen or others residing in the 
village. 

The fourth form, which is the one originally called 
bhaiacharS, is the most curious. I am unable to explain 
how it was that in certain clans — especially noticeable 
during later movements, or adventures — they acknow- 
ledged no Kdjas or chiefs in a guasi- feudal gradation. 
The families under their immediate heads and elders, 
allotted the land from the first, aiming at an equal divi- 
sion ; and for that purpose they invented curious artificial 
land-measures, like the ‘bhaidchara bigha,’ where the 
unit measure was not an ascertained plot of given size, 
but consisted of a lot made up of little bits or samples 
of the different soils — from the best to the worst, — so 
that all might share alike. It will be observed that in 
these cases, the bodies who formed the village groups were 

* ^ The cultivation is according to ability or moans.' 
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true lancllord-comninnities ; they claimed the entire area, 
and though equal among themselves, regarded themselves as 
superior to any conquered inhabitants that they left in 
possession, or to any dependants and camp-followers of their 
own that happened to come with them. 

The true ‘ Bhaiach&a ’ community generally starts with 
considerable, and sometimes a very large, area, Avhich is 
allotted in a peculiar way, and in time gets split up into 
single villages retaining the bhaiachar^ features. 

In all cases the allotment to families of the area fixed on 
by the colony, may be of the whole of it ; but much more 
likely a portion is left in common for a time. Where the 
latter is the case, the ‘imperfect bhaiachara’ is, in this 
respect, like the partly divided pattid&i, and so the books 
confuse the two. 


§ II. Illustrations of the Bhaidcltdrd Village-Ebtate, 

All this will be much clearer by considering actual 
examples found in different districts. 

As illustrating the original or ancient principle of bhai- 
achard allotments of territory (page 131 (4)), I will be- 
gin with those interesting examples which are found 
in the Bundelkhand districts. In some cases there were 
Eajas and chiefs, in others not : but in all there was an 
allotment on the principle of equality, not by ancestral 
shares. 

When the Bundela tribe conquered the districts, it was 
to displace settlements of Surkhis and Eajbansis. Chatar- 
sAl was then the Bundela leader (about 1671 a.d.), and we 
find him apportioning out the whole territory in groups ; 
sometimes a village went to a single family^. This is what 
everywhere happened. Either the new settlers ejected 
existing villagers or reduced them to being tenants, or 

^ See Mr. Waring’s letter of i6th Selections, 1818 22, and tlic article 
May, 1817, to Board of Oommis- * Bundelkhand/ in vol. 1. 

sioners, pp. 239-40 of the yolume of 
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else (and this frequently) spread over the unoccupied jungle 
and waste and founded new villages. 

In Banda district there is a curious account of the 
village Kotraghat^ where there is what they call a ‘ cha- 
kari’ tenure^. Here the Bundela leader had allotted a 
tract for the maintenance of some minor chiefs with their 
troops. It was divided into two main portions — one to 
meet expenses and pay revenue, the other to support the 
troops. The latter was at once made into sixty shares^ under 
four ^ sirdars,’ each of whom managed fifteen. In another 
village (Barwa~S4gar) of the same district, Raja Udit 
Singh made a grant to the workmen employed to make 
a great embankment to a lake. Their descendants (the 
families were located about 130 years ago) now form the 
proprietary-community. 

There are many instances to be found of large areas 
which are now occupied by villages which have all grown 
out from one original centre, as the branches of the original 
settlers multiplied and attracted the necessary labour and 
capital. 

In HAMfKPUE^ we read of a large tract (Kheraila-Khas) 
covering 28 J squafe miles, of which only 1090 acres were 
unculturable. This was all divided up into family lots 
and sections. 

For some reason, which I cannot explain, the terms 
indicating divisions are inverted ; sometimes ' thok is the 
major division and ‘ beri ’ the smaller : sometimes vice 
versa. In the village spoken of, there were six * thoks ’ 
or major divisions, and these have, in our Settlements, 
become separate estates. Each fhoh is subdivided into a 
number of pattis. The village of Patar^ in the Hamirpur 
pargana, contained 9394 acres, divided into 1% ^beris’ 
(here the major division), and then into 57 ^ pattu’ At 
Settlement this area was made into 13 separate mahAls. 
In pargana Jalalpur-Kheraila, there were eleven villages, 
having an average area of 8^2^94 acres, and thirty-four, 


^ Camtteer, yoL i. p. 283. 


® Gmetteer, yoL i. p. 179. 
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whose average was 51 ii acres eacli. Effort seems always 
to have been made to make the ‘beris’ into separate estates 
at Settlement. 

It may be noted that the great village of Kheraila was 
managed by a division of the area into standard lots — of 
which presently; a distribution of the revenue over the 
lots (barar) was made by assessing each at a standard rate, 
and this ' barar ’ was maintained up to Settlement. On the 
division of the whole, three of the ‘ heris ’ still preferred 
the old arrangement, but the others adopted the Settlement 
classification of soil and the more detailed schedule of rates, 
and gave up the old ‘ barar.’ 

Mr. Whiteway has given a detailed account of the forma- 
tion of similar great clan-estates in Muttea, of which I give 
an abstract 

On the left bank of the Jamna, the Sit communities foi*m 
a conspicuous feature. Theoretically at any rate, all the 
co-sharers are descended from one man, and the original 
village site or ‘ kherd ’ is still held by many descendants 
whose lands are elsewhere. These sharers have not divided 
by taking separate villages, but all are intermingled, so 
that a sharer will have land in a number of ‘ mauzas.’ In 
fact, the unit estate consists of an entire taluqa, perhaps 
containing from four to twenty villages, the sharers having 
lots in each, and in the original ^ khera.’ 

Here is a description of one : — 

^ The ancestors of the present Pachahra Jat land-owners fii>t 
established themselves in Aira-Ediera, about 200 years ago. 
where the brotherhood, inhabiting this spot and holding all 
the adjoining lands, became very numerous. An amicable 
division of the entire area took place in the lifetime of the 
common ancestors of Inchraj, RupM, Sikan, and Bharera : a 
distinct ^ taraf,’ or quarter, was allotted as a portion to each ox 
the four sons, according to his wishes or his means of bringing 
more or less land into cultivation, and the khera was left 
without any land, but continued in common the property and 


^ Muttra S. E., pp. 45-47, aixd at p. 39, 
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occasional place of residence of all. The land-tenure through- 
ont, was the ^^bhaiachara” in perfection. All the brother- 
hood, descendants from a common stock, share in common, 
and all yillage transactions, subdivisions, assessments, &c., are 
effected on [a standard area] a village ^^bfgha” or ^^chak” 
composed of a varying number of “kachcha bighas ’’ . . . 
Each highd-chak was understood to consist of about 300 kachcha 
bights, of the varying classes of soil, so apportioned that the 
relative value of each chak should be as nearly equal as pos- 
sible. The proportion allotted to each taraf was as follows : — 



B. 

b. 

bis. 

Taraf Inchraj 

47 

0 

19 

„ Rupal . 

94 

13 

16 

,, Bharera 

59 


18 

„ Sikan. . 

72 

15 

6 


274 

3 

19 

Hasba Sonai . 

39 

7 

19 


311 

II 

18 


^ On the same principle . . . partition subsequently took 
place within each taraf or quarter. The pancMyat of each 
adopted a chak or standard measure of whatever number 
of blghas was best adapted to their circumstances (always 
taking care that the relative value of each bigha-chak was 
the same), and subdivided the whole into four or five ‘ thoks ’ 
or mauzas, in each taraf^ which again subdivided them- 
selves . . . into ‘^nagMs’’ or ‘^pattis^’ on exactly the same 
principle.’ 

The tarafs are compact areas, but as regards the four or 
five villages (thoks) inside them, the sharers have some 
land in one and some in another, all intermingled, and so 
with the lands in the subshares or patUs. The cause of 
this is that as each chah or lot has to contain an equal 
proportion of good, bad, and indifferent soil, the requisite 
bits of each are found — some here, some there— all over the 
area of the taraf. 

^ In some tarafs almost every alternate field belongs to a 
different one of the four or five villages {thoks) contained in it. 
In others the pattis (subshares of thoks) are apportioned in 
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long strips^ of land belonging to each of the different tboks, 
and then again subdivided on the same principle among the 
different naglas (or patti's) contained in each thok, and among 
the different co-sharers in each nagla, and yet with this 
apparent intricacy, I have hardly met with a disputed field, 
and not one case which was not readily disposed of by Hkj 
panchayat, which, like other bhaiachara institutions, exist;^ 
here in great perfection.’ 

The individual shares in the pattis or ‘ naglas ’ (as they 
are locally called) are khdtasJ 

^12,, Bhaidchdrd Land-Measure. 

Having thus spoken of a peculiar division of the soil as 
one of the features of the ‘bhaiachfo^’ management, it 
may be well to illustrate it a little further. 

^ A diagram of supposed (primary) divisions will make this clearer : — 

Thok C. 


Thok I) 


Takap I. 

Here is a Haraf’ divided into fourthoks: the longitudinal lines show 
the division into patti or 9 'iagld. Some in each division belong to the oth(;r. 
Thus — 

Thok A has 5 naglds (A 1-5). 

„ B ,, 6 ,, (B i~6). 

V 3 jy (0 X-s). 

„ B „ 7 „ (I)i-7). 
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The first notice of it I find is in an early report on the 
hhaidchdrd communities in the Benares province in 1 795 " 9 ^^* 
It is said that ' the brotherhood measure their own holdings 
by a special measure ; thus, while %o nah (or measuring 
rods) go to one standard bigh^ in the bhaiwadi bfgha ” 
there are 83 rials' Supposing, then, that the Government 
revenue, with the village expenses, comes up to B. 350, 
and the rents and profits of the undivided common lands 
supply B. %oo of this, then B. 1 50 has to be made up by a 
rateable contribution from each of the brotherhood ’ — ^the 
proprietary body. By their peculiar measurement, they 
make out the holdings to be 75 bighas paying B. 1 each 
(75 X = 150), whereas really the holdings amount to 300 
bights, and the payment is only 8 annas a bigha. The 
author evidently did not understand fully the custom he 
was describing. I do not think there is any foundation 
for his suggestion, that the bhaiachara measure was adopted 
to conceal the extent of the holdings and the low rate of 
revenue, for the old Government authorities who took the 
revenue, would not care in the least for areas. They prob- 
ably had no measurement, but a traditional assessment of 
the village, which they increased from time to time till 
the figure was as high as could be got in. They cared 
nothing for how much land each sharer held, as long as the 
whole demand was paid. Beally, the use of the standard 
measure was to form ‘ lots ’ for division purposes, each lot 
containing some of each kind of soil^ so that the shares 
(and the burden on the shares) should be as equal as 
possible. 

In the Banda Settlement Report^ I find another plan 
of artificial bighas, noted : — 

^ Instead of the rate of rent [i. e. the amount to be contributed 
by each sharer] increasing with the value of the soil, the area 
of the bfgha (the standard measure) increased as the value of 
the soil diminished ; so that instead of, as nowadays, the i*ent 

^ It is given as Appendix E. to fprior to Regulation VII of 182a). 
Holt Mackenzie's celebrated Minute , See also the subsequent section 
printed in tbe NorthrWest&m Fi'o- headed 'Bhej-bardr.' 

Vinces Revenue Selections) 1818-22 ^ Page 40. 
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of the best soil being two or three times as great as that of the 
worst, the ^ bigha ’ of the worst soil was two or three times 
as great as that of the best ; and in this way the bi'gha of the 
mdr'^, the bigha of the parwd, and the bigha of the rdkar, were 
of different sizes in the same village, but of about the same 
value.’ 

In a bhaidch^r^ village, therefore, the public burdens 
appear to have been distributed in this way: rent -was 
taken from any paying tenants, and the amount deducted 
from the total demand of the Government, and the balance 
was then distributed upon the ‘ bhaiachara blghas ’ of the 
cultivation of the year, whether held by co-sharers or by 
privileged tenants ; for most of the latter appear to have 
paid at the same rates as co-sharers (from whom they seem 
to have differed chiefly in status and in the control which 
the proprietors exercised over the common-waste and the 
affairs of the village) 

In the artificial measure which the Muttra Eeport speaks 
of, every man’s holding was a part of a family lot or 
' blghd-chak,’ which contained a proportion of each kind of 
soil. In the Bdndd cases, every man paid on a certain 
number of bighds, only that the bighd of the first class soil 
was small, and the bigha of the inferior soil was large. 

In Mainpuki, the bhaidchdra estates followed the ‘ bigha- 
chak ’ division, under the name of the tauzi-bigha Here 
each tauzi-bigha consisted of a bit in the rich homestead 
land (gauhdn), a bit in the middle land (mdtijhd), and a 
bit in the least valuable or outlying lands (barJid). For 
example, in village Nasirpur, the ‘ tor ’ or ' tauzi-bigha ’ is 
made up of — 

25 ordinary bigMs of gauhdn land. 

30 ditto of manjba. 

35 ditto of barh^ 

90 

^ These are the usual classes of irrigation, and caieful working as 
soils in Bundelkband, and it is they often are in the Upper Doab. 
noted that the distinctions of soil ^ Bdndd S. i?., p. 40, 
are not here obliterated by manure, * GazeUeer^ vol. iv. p. 600. 
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and the whole village is divided into 154'75 
lots. 

In Faizpur village, again, there are 819 lots, each made 
np of — 

6 ordinary bighas . . Gauh^n. 

8 ditto - . Manjlia. 

10 ditto - . Barba. 

24 = I tauzi-bigha 


§ 13. Result of Plans for equalizing Holdings. 

It was this desii*e to distribute evenly the varying 
qualities of land, that has led to the perplexing intermix- 
ture of estates which has already been noticed, and will 
again come prominently before us in Oudh. Where a 
group of ' villages ’ represents the tract occupied by a clan 
or tribal group, — or where it represents the expansion 
of an original family retaining ancestral shares — ^for it is 
true of either — ^the members of the group often did not 
take whole villages, or sections of villages, more or less 
compact ; but each taraf or main section only, would be 
compact, and the pattis would be scattered about all over it. 
Or, in a single village, the different ^ pattis ' would have 
fields all over the village. 

An example of this is given in the Azimg-akh Settle- 
ment Report\ Here it is not the mauza or village 
that is divided into shares, the whole being the property 
of one group of families, but each estate extends over 
several villages. One 'patti’ or share of the estate will 
have some lands in one or two mauzas, another patti in 
another mauza, while all the pattis will have lands in 
a third. Often all pattis will have lands in all the vil- 
lages. It was necessary, in order to clear up this con- 
fusion, to make out statements called 'b£chh-bandi,‘' in 
which each sharer s lands in all the mauzas were brought 
together, and the total revenue of the patti thus shown 
in one. When there were in any village, proprietors 


^ See § 9 of the Government Review III. sec. 5, p, 63. Compare also 
(6th Settlement), and B^ortf Chap. p. 7 of the present volume. 
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of lands, but not belonging to any of the 'pattis/ they were 
called 'arazidars. Where there was not a fixed system of 
holding, periodical exchange of lands was the custom. 
This hardly now survives, except in alluvial lands, which 
are uncertain in their stability. And here, too, it is only 
occasional, because a common plan is not to divide the 
alluvial land at all, but leave it to be cultivated in common 
by tenants or otherwuso for the year and dividing the 
profits^. In these districts (which formed the Raj of 
Benares, but were not treated as the landlord property of 
the Raja in one estate) we find both bhaiachara or bigha- 
dam villages — probaby the result of an earlier occupation, 
and khuntaiti (p. 127, ante) or ancestrally shared — which 
were the result of dismemberment of estates and the 
growth of new families over the others and among them. 

§ 14. Method of equalizing Advantage in River-moistened 

Soils. 

In Banda, a tenure called ^ pauth ’ is noted as a sort of 
relic of the system of exchange of holdings. It has been 
found even in upland soils, but is chiefly for alluvial soil. 
Where this class of soil formed the whole or a sufficient 
part of a village, equality was secured by dividing it in 
long narrow strips at right angles to the river. Thus each 
person or family got a portion with all the shades of 
advantage of moisture from the river backwards ; whereas 
if the division had been parallel to the river, some would 
get the absolutely flooded land, a few the favoured position 
where moisture was perennial, and yet no destructive 
floods came, and all the others would only get the upland. 
In every part of Upper India, this form of division will 
be noted. On the upland the fields will be longitudinal ; 

^ Wg shall find, however, cx- joyment of lots so that some should 

amples of the exchange in Chattis- not always have the best and others 

garh, in the Central Provinces, and the worst. In the Central Provinces 

in the Noith Panjab. It was a it -was adopted in comparatively 

common early method in tribal recent villages. See Vol. I. Chap. 

Settlements, to effect an equal on- IV. p iii. 
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but directly we come within a certain distance of the 
river, — a line known by experience as that where the 
moisture begins — ^the division line runs the other way 
thus : — 



But where this moist alluvial area is small and valuable, 
and not sufficient to divide out among all, then the advan- 
tage is enjoyed in rotation on the ‘ pauth ’ system. Gen- 
erally each ‘patti’ or major share takes it in rotation, and 
either cultivates in common, or arranges a pauth, for 
itself, within the ‘patti.’ This rotation may also be 
extended to tenants who take turns at cultivating the 
same plot for a year. 

§ 15. Division by ^ Ploughs^ and ‘ Wells! 

Though holdings of land in shares, form the most con- 
stantly recurring feature of (the true — or fourth form 
of) bhai^char^ communities in the Noi'th-Western Provinces 
(more so than in the Panjdb), they are not the only plan. 
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In many villages (perhaps indicatiug the third form) we 
have instances of the land being divided according to the 
number of ploughs that the original settieis bi ought to 
the task of establishing the cultivation; and Avhen the 
'plough’ had to be subdivided, it was into 'two bullocks/ 
and each bullock into ' four legs —and what further sub- 
division was adopted is not stated^. 

So where wells w'ere needed: here the main shares would 
go by the wells sunk by those who commanded ca-pital and 
labour. In Muttk\, a village (Sirpath) is noted, -whei'c 
the division is into ihirty-six wells ; each well ±s subdivided 
according to the ' runs,’ i. e. the area to be watered in a 
certain time ; each run consists of four ' bullocks/ and the 
‘bullocks’ are again divided each into four ‘legs/ 

Division by ‘wells, so common in the Panjab, where water 
is the chief requisite, is hardly noticed, except in this one 
place in Muttra. Similarly, the plough division is a very 
common ‘bhaidchdra’ standard in Panjab districts. 

In JhInsi, another maimer of dividing land is mentioned 
under the name of the ‘ kiiabadi ’-tenure (holding by 
wells) Here there are certain areas immediately around 
the wells, and also outlying fields all over the village, not 
adjoining, but supposed to belong to, the Svelh’ There is, 
then, no land-measure used, but the assessment is distri- 
buted over the wells, and paid by the different groups who 
have rights in each ‘ well.’ The outlying lands are worked 
when they can be, aud are then loft fallow ; and they are 
periodically exchanged between the ditierent cultivators. 

§ T 6. Bhej-bardr 

Partly connected with this exchange of lands, but still 
more with the method of equalizing the revenue-burden, 
is the system of ‘ bhej-barar It attracted great attention 
when first observed al the early Settlement'^, and there 

^ Muttra S. B., p, 45. And com- ^ "vol. 1 p 281. 

pare the chapter on Pan jib Ten- ’ i^hoj propojiionaLi sjiaro. barai, 

nres, "where the same thing i& list otrovcime-payincntis. 
noticed. 
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is a special report by Mr. Eose, Collector of Banda This 
system is now dying out. It was naturally fitted for a 
time of changes and heavy revenue-assessments : and when 
once land is classified, fairly equally assessed, and a good 
distribution of a fixed revenue arranged in consultation 
with the co-sharers, such periodical change becomes un- 
necessary. 

It is not, however, correct to say that the bhej-barar 
plan is confined to Bundelkhand, or that it prevails in all 
bhai^chara villages, and that, therefore, a ‘bhej-barar vil- 
lage' is synonymous with a ‘bhaiachara village/ Both 
mistakes will be found in early reports. 

The peculiarity is that the revenue-burden was period- 
ically re-adjusted, and with it the distribution of lands; 
and if any shareholder became insolvent, his arrears were 
rateably distributed among the others. Of course, if the 
share was worth anything, it would be taken over, but a 
hopelessly insolvent sharer would be relieved as a matter 
of common liability. 

The system also admitted of the return of an absconder 
when times became better, or even of the admission of 
strangers ; for, supposing that there was land available, 
the new-comer had only to take up whatever area he 
could manage, and the burden of the others became so 
much lighter. All this presupposes a time of heavy 
revenue-assessments^. Supposing three original sharers, 
each managing loo bights of allotment, and having to 
make up a revenue of 300 rupees ; if they could get six 
strangers in to take up each 50 bighas of waste, then, 
instead of each original colonist having to find E. 100, he 
would now only have to find E. 50. 


^ Selections from ihe Records of 
Government, North-Western ProTin- 
ees, Part vii. No 34. 

^ Indeed, Mr. Pose attributes the 
whole system to this, and speaks of 
the object being to resist onr own 
early tahsildto in what was called 
the ^ek-j^i ’ system of collecting. This 
delightfully simple mode of getting 


in balances, consisted in driving all 
the shareholders in the estate into 
one place (ek-jaih pounc- 

ing on any one who happened to be 
solvent and making him pay up, 
leaving him to recover from the 
actual defaulter, or the foody at 
large, as best he could. 
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^ We will suppose,’ writes the Collector, — 

^ that the distribution of the revenue has been made (by the 
consultation of the panchayat) over the holdings of cultivation. 
The sharers make a fresh start under an arrangement whereby 
each has to pay a portion of the burden proportioned to his 
. . . cultivation. 

^ Matters proceed smoothly enough at first . . . but in the course 
of time, particularly if there is much available waste, material 
changes take place. One man extends his cultivation, another 
keeps his stationary, whilst a third perhaj^s allows his to be- 
come waste ,• and as the division of the common payment 
remains unaltered . . . the equality of rate on the cultivation, 
which at first existed, soon becomes lost. Discontent then 
begins to show itself, and increases . . . until at length the 
less successful sharers form a party and demand a new distri- 
bution of the revenue-payment suited to their diminished 
holdings. This demand is at first strenuously resisted by the 
party who have increased their cultivation, and the contest 
continues till the appearance of a balance [arrear of revenue], 
and the dread of a transfer, forces upon all the necessity 
of making some arrangements whereby the Government 
revenue demand will be secured. 

Generally speaking, an all-round rate was applied to 
the whole number of blghas measured and estimated^ the 
bighas being the artificial lots above described ; or some- 
times the holdings as they stood, were valued, taking one 
bigha of good land as equal to three of bad and so on. 

It seems from the old reports that a ' bhej-bax4r ’ of this 
kind was not only confined to bhaiachdr^ villages, but 
was arranged in others where the theory of ancesti'al shares 
prevailed. 

In some cases of ‘bhej-barar,’ the distribution of the 
revenue and the allotment of cultivation were annual'^. 

The attempt of our early Settlement OflGlcers to make a 
new ‘ bachh,’ or division of the revenue and stereotype it^ 
in villages held on these terms, was in many eases a 
failure ; and though it is now only a matter of history, 

^ These are the rare cases m Class III (6), noted at p. 107. 

VOL. II. L 
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the result of attempting too readily to apply European 
ideas of improyement to Eastern institutions, is instructive. 
The custom, whether wise or unwise, was one which was 
understood of old, and was one on which the constitution 
of the village was based. The Settlement OjQScer, in 
striving to fix, for the whole thirty years of the Settlement, 
the liability of each shareholder, according to the land he 
actually held at the time of Settlement, no doubt thought 
he was conferring a benefit and making every one stand or 
fall by his own exertions ; and this principle, says Mr. Eose, 
' was diligently instilled into the minds of the people and 
the native officers, and was literally understood.’ 

^ A statement of his liability was given to each sharer, and he 
was led to believe that when he acquitted himself of that, he 
was free from all further demand. Instead of paying through 
the lambardar (headman) as before, he carried his instalments 
to the tahsilddr (local revenue-officer), and received his own 
receipts : ... he refused to pay any remuneration to the lam- 
bardar, on the ground that the interference of the latter had 
not been required. The lambardar, deprived of his perquisites, 
naturally ceased to concern himself about any interest except 
his own, whilst the tahsildar, acting on the same princqfie, re- 
stricted his demand to individual defaulters. The result of this 
system of administration was that almost every coparcenary 
village in the district fell more or less into arrear. The (actual) 
defaulters could not pay. The broken-down shai*es (patti's) 
held out no sufdcient inducement to strangers to buy or farm 
them, and the sharers who were solvent, unmolested on 
account of the balance, never troubled themselves. . . . Eventu- 
ally, when summoned or desired to make arrangements for the 
arrears, they produced their (own) receipts and said that 
had nothing to do with the arrears. They were asked what 
they would have done previous to Settlement in a similar case. 
They admitted that, previous to the Settlement, they were 
bound to make good the deficiency of their defaulting co- 
sharers : but they said, '' all that has been changed now,” tad 
gdoii hhejdaTdr tlid : al) tJiolc-patti hogayd ” [then the village was 
jointly liable (on the system described) for a rateably distribut- 
able assessment j now it has become a matter of shares and 
sub-shares, each independent of the otherj. The author goes 
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on to explain how tlie people could not realize that the effect 
of the Settlement had not been to abolish their joint constitu- 
tion and responsibility: and it was only when it became 
actually necessary to transfer or sell up the village for the 
arrears, and a farming tender was procured, that they dis- 
covered their mistake : and then the rapidity with which the 
balance was forthcoming . . . showed that there was no want 
of funds amongst the community"^.” ’ 

One or two further instances may he given. In village 
B 4 gahi (Tirohan pargana), there was a body composed of 
three Brahman landlords (one-half belonging to P, one- 
quarter to O, and one-quarter to Q), but the cultivating com- 
munity was a bhaiach^ra of Eajputs, Chamars, and others. 
Here proprietors and ^tenants’ paid at equal rates (dharbachh 
in revenue-language). Only the proprietors’ right was ac- 
knowledged by a special allowance of E. 100 which was 
added to the tillage expenses’ and paid to them. Now, 
about 400 bighdiS of the land that the others did not want, 
was let to outsiders, and the proceeds of this would usually 
meet the revenue {plus expenses plus the E, 100 paid to the 
‘ proprietors ’) ; if not, every one paid a rate according to 
his holding, to make up. 

The Settlement officials insisted on recording the vil- 
lage as in three ^ thoks/ and drew out an elaborate ‘ jama- 
bandi ’ showing the tenants divided between each thok, 
and making up a rent-roll for each man to pay. Of course 
the people would have none of it^. 

^ Selections i No. VII, p. 82. Among the tenures was admirably adapted 
the benefits of the old system was to enable the old proprietors io ro- 
its confirming the ‘ bond of assoei- gain possession when a favourable 
ation which enabled the co-sharers opening presented itsedf : and the 
to resist intrusion, and so retain sale-purchasers (mubhtari) com- 
their rights as long as any capital plaimd of Mr. Begbie’s reduction, 
remained amongst the community.' becausej when the rate was so high, 

‘ Amidst the innumerable sales and the proprietors were forced to aban- 
transfers,' says Mr. Rose, which don their lands and become culti- 
(this is in Banda) followed the ex- vating-tenants on the purcha'ser’s 
travagantly high assessment of the lands ; whereas now, they were able 
fifth Settlement, and which, after to return to their own villages, and 
the general introduction of this caused a dearth of cultivators (!) 

tahsil (direct) management, ended in (p. 83). 

a reduction ... to the amount of five ^ Mr. William Crooke, C.S., at 
lakhs of rupees, the peculiarity of the time Manager of the Awa Estate 

L 2 , 



148 


LAISTD SYSTEMS OE EBITISH INDIA. [BOOK ill. 


Another case given by Mr. Rose is curious as illustrating 
the transformation of tenures, rather than as being directly 
an example of bhej-barar. 

The village Tura was held by Brahmans ; there were 
three 'thoks/ the revenue engagements of which were 
signed by three headmen — Bhikam, Lallu, and PrasAd. 
The thoks were subdivided into bhaiachar^ bighas. In 
the Bhikam- and Lallu-thoks, the ‘ revenue ’ was levied by 
a barar or rate on cultivation. Prasad’s thok got into 
difficulties ; the co-sharers borrowed money from their 
headman, and gave up their shares, Prasad becoming sole 
oivner, Prasad himself then got into debt and sold three- 
fourths of his right to one Bhadri. Here was a section of 
a BhaiachAra village turned into a ‘zamindari’ estate, 
owned by two joint owners (4 annas plus \% annas). 

After a time the two other thoks fell into difficulties, 
and the sharers borrowed from their headman, who became 
equitable mortgagee for the amount of his advances ; and 
as such, treated the co-sharers as his tenants. But a settle- 
ment of the matter by a panchdyat was effected — on terms 
that each co-sharer should pay up a certain part of the 
debt and resume his position as co-sharer, paying revenue 
according to the ‘barar.’ Under this arrangement, seven 
sharers (out of nineteen) in one thok, and fourteen sharers 
(out of fifty-two) in another, had paid up and been restored ; 
the others remained as mere tenants of the lambardars ; 
perhaps they never paid^ and now the lambardars will have 
become prescriptive owners. 

Another instance is of the village Bambhit : here, as far 


(under the Court of Wards'), sent 
me another case : ‘ In a bhai^chara 
village A^s actual holding of fields 
came to 100 acres, B's to 500 acres, 
and C’s to 250, and so on. So 
the Settlement record made out 
the kh6wat as if it was a ‘ zamin- 
dari ' village ; and, assuming that B 
represented say half the village, and 
C one-quarter, and so on, put them 
down as 8 anna or 8 biswa, and 4 
anna or 4 biswa sharers, &c. This 
would entitle each to a half or a 


fourth, &c., of the profits, and when 
some one found out that his actual 
acres were not giving him 50 or 25 
per cent, of tho profits as the case 
might be, he appealed to the khc^wat 
record and asked for a partition ! 
This, says Mr. Crooke, gave (in 
Gorakhpur) a great deal of trouble ; 
in fact, a few cases of the kind pro- 
duced a sort of panic among tho 
tenure-holders.’ Happily these mis- 
takes are a thing of tho past. 
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as I can understand the confusing account in the original, 
the village was held entirely divided (perfect pattidari) on 
amestml shares, but in fact, from various causes, the culti- 
vation had got out of all proportion to the shares. Thus 
one of the sharers, whose ancestral fraction of the revenue 
was 10 annas, was cultivating 2^1 bighas; another, whose 
payment was E. 4-9-0, was cultivating only 4 bighas 2 bis- 
was ; in other words, the first was paying about half an 
anna per bigha and the other about E. ! Seeing, how- 
ever, that the form of the village was patUddri (the first) 
Settlement refused a redistribution of revenue. At last 
they agreed to pay by a rate on cultivation — an all-round 
rate of about seven annas a bigha. Here the ancestral 
share was in practice ignored, and the tenure changed. 

In the later Settlements, I notice that the author of 
the Allahahad Report (page 59) says the bhej-barar system 
has ceased to be necessary. 

In Bijnor^ it is noted that bhaidchard estates, locally 
called lanadari (land = an allotment) are only 8-7 per cent 
of all the estates in the district. 

In Cawnpore, however, the ‘ bhej-barar ’ system is not 
extinct. It is noted ^ that here possession is the measure 
of right, but the liabilities, as represented by the ' bdchh ’ 
or ^ barar,’ are in some villages immutable, and do not bear 
relation to the extent of land held or to its quality. In 
other villages a revision of liability and right takes place 
on the occasion of any considerable change — such as 
drought causing a large area to become fallow, or a revised 
revenue-assessment. A fresh ^ barar ’ is then made accor- 
ding to the quality of the land found with each sharer : 
sometimes each soil has its special rate. Village expenses 
are divided in proportion to the barar, and if there was 
any common land or sair profits, they were divided in 
the same proportion. 

In Banda, which was formerly the district where ' bhej-ba- 
rar ’ was most frequent, it is now recorded that the old practice 


1 2?., pp. 72-3. 


15 (§ 59). 



150 LAND SYSTEMS Of BEITISH INDIA. [BOOK iii. 

has almost disappeared^. But it is represented as a simple 
‘form of property/ adopted where there was no original 
family-estate resulting in a joint-right based on the ances- 
tral shares prescribed by the law of inheritance. ' The co- 
sharer had simply the right to cultivate as much as he 
could/ and for this he paid the quota of the demand due 
on his fields. ‘His interest in the village and responsibility 
for the revenue rose and fell with his cultivation.’ For the 
convenience of measurement and reckoning, the propor- 
tionate value of the difierent holdings, the ‘bhaiachdra- 
bigh^,’ above described, was devised. I may remark that 
it is this feature that constitutes the tenure^ and not the 
occasional re-distribution which might or might not take 
place. Naturally, when once a fair assessment, not liable 
to increase during the period of Settlement, was imposed, 
and there were also soil-rates capable of being fairly applied 
— one or other of them — ^to every acre in the estate, a much 
fairer distribution could (in most cases) be made, than the 
old rough and ready bhaiachara-bigha method allowed. 
In a few cases the people would prefer to make annual 
arrangements, especially at early Settlements, when our 
system was not yet familiar, and the assessment probably 
high or unequal ; but the distribution made at a later and 
more perfect Settlement would gradually be accepted ; 
and the causes which necessitated a re-distribution of 
burdens would cease. Thus the system dies a natural 
death. 


§ 18, The ^ Bdchh' from a Tenure-point of view. 

From what has been said about the principles of sharing 
the profits and the land-revenue burden, it will be seen 
that not only the record of the shares and their areas, but 
also the distribution of the assessment, is a very important 
matter for the due preservation of the constitution of land- 
holding communities. The burdens are the Government 
revenue and cesses and the ‘village expenses ’—entertaining 

^ S. R., p. 40. 
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strangers, keeping up the public ‘chaupdl/ or meeting 
place, or other public institutions, and so forth. This 
distribution has already been mentioned in connection 
with the procedure of a Settlement (p. 70), and is called in 
revenue-language, the ‘ bachh.’ 

^ The customs of regulating payment of burdens/ writes Mr. 
Whiteway ^ may be grouped under two great heads : — 

^ I. Those by which the yearly collections from the estate 
are so regulated that no profits remain [i. e. they only 
charge on the lands of the body just such acreage 
rates as, in total, will cover the revenue and other 
charges.] 

^ II. Those by which there are profits, which are divided 
either by ancestral shares or according to village cus- 
tom [i. e. a full rate is laid on all holdings, and then 
an account is made out, and the balance to profit is 
divided.] 

^ Of the first class the simplest cases are those villages where, 
at Settlement or revision of records, the revenue was distributed 
thi-ough thoks and pattis down to fcJidtas, either according to 
ancestral shares, or according to the [relative] value of the land 
owned. In most of these the common-land is of small value, 
and on it no revenue is allotted ; there are, however, a few ex- 
ceptions, and cases do occur in which such land has to pay its 
separate portion of revenue. 

^ The other and more numerous eases are those where either 
the revenue is not distributed at all, or merely apportioned 
betwen tholes and patUs (the major divisions). In such cases 
the revenue and expenses are paid by a “bachh” or rate, 
and according as this rate is levied, the villages may be (fur- 
ther) divided into the following two classes : — 

^ (i) Those in which all — both tenants in the common-land, 
and proprietors on their own holdings — pay the same 
McJihj calculated either on actual cultivation, or on 
the cultivable area recognized at Settlement. In the 
purest examples of this class even tenants cultivating 
under a proprietor on land held in severalty, also pay 
the MchJi, but it frequently happens that their rent‘d, 

^ Muttra S. B., p. 42. b^clxh, plus something more agreed 

2 Which would he the rate, or on. 
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in such eases is governed by contract rather than 
custom. 

^(2) Those in which the tenants cultivating the common- 
land pay at fixed rates or contract rates ; the balance 
required to meet the yearns revenue and expenses 
being met by a bdclih on the separate possession (of 
co-sharers) recorded in the Miewat In these cases 
cultivators almost invariably pay at contract rates for 
land held under proprietors in their separate posses- 
sion. . . . 

^ This bdehh or rate is imposed in a panchayat of the whole 
proprietary body. Where the revenue has been distributed on 
tholes and pattis, each thole and patti has its separate panchayat 
and its separate distribution rate : in cases where the revenue 
is common to the whole estate, the bdehh is the same for the 
whole. It is usual for this panchayat to assemble only once at 
the end of the year to audit the accounts of that yearb . . .’ 

The general procedure at the assembly is somewhat as 
follows : — 

^ First, the Government demand, including cesses and the 
patwari’s pay, is noted down ; then the village baniyas (money- 
lenders and grain-dealers, &c.), and the headmen, produce 
their various accounts of sums expended on account of the 
community, and such items are individually discussed, and 
either passed or rejected. On the completion of this, a total 
expenditure is struck, and from this is deducted all income 
from s^lr items, and the calculation of the rate then proceeds 
accordingly to the custom above explained. 

‘ In the second group of villages, where the custom of dis- 
tributing profits obtains, either the system of bdclih^ in accord- 
ance with the above rules, is in force (a certain sum being 
added to the expenditure for this purpose), or else, as is more 
common, rent-rates (as opposed to revenue-rates) are collected ; 
such rates may be uniform over the whole village, but 
generally, lower rates on proprietors' cultivation or severalty 
land are imposed.’ 

It will be observed that, strictly speaking, in all really — • 
or still professedly— ancestrally-shared land, the distribu- 

^ In a few cases the account is made for each harvest, 
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tion of the revenue-assessment is a mere matter of frac- 
tions. Whatever the share by the scale of descent, the 
sharer has to pay that share vsrhether his land is good or 
bad, in cultivation or fallow^ and whether it has increased 
or been diminished in past years. But as a matter of fact 
the distribution may need to be made to correspond with 
the actual holding. 

Act XIX of 1873 provides that, after making the village Sec. 46 
assessment, the Settlement Officer * in estates in which the 
land or part of the land is held in severalty, shall distribute 
the assessment on the lands so held.' This he must do 
according to the existing law and custom of the estate ; 
and, I presume, he may, on good grounds, adjust the distri- 
bution to the facts. By section 47, provision is made for 

estates : the Settlement Officer ma^/ enforce the S(w 47 
re-distribution or re-adjustment, where, by custom, the 
amount, or the land-holding, is periodically liable to such 
adjustment. 

§ 19. T/ie Practical Worldng of Village Commwnity 
Systems. 

It is not possible to enter into any extended speculation 
as to the future of the village communities. The tendency 
is to divide, and for each man to bear his own burdens 
and take the benefit of his own industry and exertion. 

The advantages of the sj^stem of union and exclusion of 
strangers, were more felt in times of war or trouble, when 
defence against a raid had to be continually prepared for, 
and where common exertion was necessary to bear up 
against a heavy assessment, than they are now. 

The happy pictures of self-governing communities, care- 
less of the world outside, that our books draw, are more 
visionary than real. 

In the Etawa Keport Mr. (now Sir C.) Crossthwaite 
has remarked on the poverty which results from the 
extreme subdivision of the bhai^chSrd lots. He says — 

^ I could find no traces in these villages, which have been 
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styled, with-ont mncli reason, little republics, of any sort of 
self-goyernment. The real master is tbe patwari\ Generally 
illiterate themselves, they are quite unable to arrange their 
own accounts, or apportion among themselves the charges 
under the head of village-expenses, or the profits from common 
land. The headmen (lambardars), unless they happen to be 
men of superior character and intelligence, have little influence, 
nor is there any vestige, as far as my experience goes, of any 
village council of elders or panchayats, for the management of 
aifairs.’ 

The communities of which this is said are Eajputs, who 
are not among the best cultivators ; their villages are 
generally bad compared with those of Jats. And of course 
different parts will exhibit different degrees of success and 
vitality among the ^communities.’ It is well, however, not 
to expect too much, or to imagine that where there are com- 
munities, all is rose-colour. I cannot speak from personal 
experience of the North-Western Provinces, but there are 
parts of the Panjab where this caution is necessary. The 
bitter family quarrels and local enmities, together with 
the waste of money over litigation that these quarrels bring 
about, and excessive subdivision of land, are strongly- 
operating causes of poverty and stagnation ; and that in 
spite of assessments, which, in minutely subdivided commu- 
nities, are always, if not very logically, made more lenient 
than elsewhere. 


Section III— Eevenue-eeee Holdings. 

There is little in these tenures to call for detailed notice. 
The distinction between the cases where the revenue is 
^ forgiven ’ on land belonging to the revenue-grantee (pro- 
perly mvJdfi), and where the revenue is assigned from land 
not belonging to the grantee (j%ir or ’inam), is not in 
practice maintained. Generally ^ small plots are spoken of 
as ^mu’afis,’ and the larger as 'j%ir’; and the old meaning 

^ There is a saying that the patwari is the poor man’s teacher—' Ghan'b 
nst^d,’ — 
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of 'jagir/ that it was for the support of troops, police, &c., 
from the revenue, has, in modern times, ceased to apply. 
So also the earliest Mughal rule, that the jagir only granted 
the revenue, not the land, and that it was only /or the life 
of the grantee, has not prevailed down to later times. In 
every j%ir, which was once allowed to become hereditary, 
the grantee had so many opportunities of acquiring the 
property in the land, that it is now wholly a question of the 
terms of the grant and of the facts in each case, whether 
he is or is not owner. 

In the districts more or less under the influence of the 
Marathds, we find instances of their plan of levying a quit- 
rent or charge on the grantee. This is very common in 
Bombay and Madras under the name of ‘ jodi.' It is less 
so farther north. In Mueababab I notice a cuidous in- 
stance of another impost In that district the number of 
revenue-free holdings, continued in favour of influential 
families of Sayyids, is very large. Many of them now pay 
a ‘ nazarana/ which in origin was not a tax or a quit-rent ; 
but it arose out of a habit of entertaining the ‘ '^mi\ ' or 
Government revenue- officer of the estate, on the occasion of 
his official visits. The cost of this was rateably borne by 
the sharers. Some enterprising '^mil thought of collecting 
the amount in cash instead of in kind, and then succeeding 
’amils managed to get the cash sum continued as (in time) 
a permanent customary impost on the estate. On annexa- 
tion this became a customary due payable to Government. 
In these ‘ mu’M ’ estates, whether subject to a nazarana or 
not, the Sayyid grantees also became proprietors, reducing 
the original villagers to the grade of tenants, but granting a 
peculiar privilege to the headmen (so as to conciliate them 
and get their services). The mu’M estates have split up 
into a number of separate plots of greater or less extent, 
described as ^ milk 

In the Jhaxsi division, we have what is called the 
‘ Ub^ri ’ tenure, and grants spoken of as ‘ Haq-Th£kurdn ' 

^ See Government Uemew at the end 
of the S. JR,, p. 5, 


^ See Murdddbdd S. R., pp. 25-26. 
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or ' batotadar.’ This arises out of the old Rajput organiza- 
tion as affected by Mar^tha revenue arrangements. Just 
as we have seen part of the country (of BundeJkhand) 
allotted out by (so-called ^republican') Rajput clans, so 
Lalitpur became the seat of a number of Thakurs' or chiefs’ 
feudal estates or allotments. When Sindhia took the 
country, he kept a portion for himself (as the Rajd or head 
chief), and this led to fighting and disputes about the 
Th^kurs’ rights. At last an arrangement was made by 
which they got lands to yield them ‘ batota ’ or share of 
the revenue. When the lands properly available were not 
enough to supply the full batotd, the chiefs got lands all 
about the district to make up the area, called ‘ Ghir.’ Where 
the lands held were more than enough to cover the batotd 
the surplus was subject to the ‘ubari’ or quit-rent assess- 
ment. So that now, the ThAkurs’ estates are ‘jagir,’ 
entirely revenue-free, or ' ub&i,’ (subject to payment of a 
quit-rent) as the case may be The original Thakurs are 
now replaced by numerous descendants who have divided 
the estates into shares, and are (or have become) the actual 
owners of the soil in many villages ; where this is the case, 
the villages are ‘pattidari^ — a history like this probably 
being true, in one form or another, of most pattidSri 
estates. 

In connection with 'jagirs’ I may mention that I have 
been on the look-out to discover, in the North-Western Pro- 
vinces proper, any traces of the system which we shall find 
so common in Central, Western, and Southern India, of re- 
warding the village servants by small revenue and rent-free 
plots of ground, — constituting the ‘ watan ' or hereditary 
emolument of their 'office.' But only in the Allahabad 
Report (page 63} have I found mention of the 'jagirs’ of 
village servants. 


^ See the Gazetteer, vol. i. pp. 352-3. 
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Section IV. — TaluqdIei oe Double Tenure. 

I must now turn to the other classification of tenures, 
according to which we regard the grades of interest which 
exist ^ between the Government and the actual cultivator. 
There are many cases where, besides the village body 
as proprietor, we have a second proprietary interest 
between the cultivator and the State ; where this is the 
case we have the taluqdari tenure. 

There can be no doubt that in some of the districts, 
especially those which formed pari of Oudh, there were 
Eajas of Jat and Eajput origin who, by conquest, had 
obtained the lordship over parganas or other considerable 
areas of country. In some cases nobles of Muhammadan 
races were in a similar position. But the result has not 
been, as it was in Oudh, to develop, generally, a powerful 
class of * taluqd^r ’ landlords. From an early date, in the 
North-Western Provinces, the policy was to regard the 
overlords as intruders who had often obtained their position, 
and Sad annexed and subordinated the village proprietors, 
by more or less questionable means; perhaps sufficient 
attention was not paid to the long time during which the 
possession had prevailed ; but however that may be, great 
attention was paid to resuscitating the village bodies^ so 
that the overlords were most generally set aside with a 
title and a cash allowance, and the Settlement made direct 
with the villages. In some cases, no doubt, the Raja or 
taluqdar had attained such a position that he was acknow- 
ledged as the superior proprietor, and was settled with ; 
and in such cases the villages were protected by a sub- 
Settlement, or ^ mufassal ' Settlement, as the Regulation 
called it. 

The double tenure is spoken of as ' taluqdari,’ not because 
there was always a defined grant called ^ taluqdanV nor 
because the superior proprietor was always a ‘taluqdar,’ 
but because the state of things is most analogous to the 

^ See voL i. chap. iv. p. 191 seq,, and vol. ii p. loi. 
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properly so-called taluqdari tenure of Oudh, and because 
the term ‘ taluqdar ’ is essentially indefinite, and covers 
almost any variety of superior position, in virtue of which 
some person got the management and the revenue-collec- 
tion and responsibility into his hands, and so may have 
succeeded to a kind of proprietary interest in the estate. 

The actual position found to exist at Settlement, would 
naturally be difierent in different cases ; and the Haluqd^r’s’ 
degree of connection with the estate may vary from one 
closely resembling the direct proprietorship, to that of a 
mere pensioner on the land, who receives a certain allow- 
ance, but exercises little or no interference with the actual 
management. Under the North-Western system, it was left 
to the Settlement Officer to recommend, and to the control- 
ling authorities to determine, whether the Settlement should 
be made with the ‘ superior ’ as the real landlord, or with 
the original body, — granting the superior a cash allowance, 
paid through the treasury. Speaking generally, it may 
be said that in the North-Western Provinces it has been 
the practice, wherever possible, to prefer the joint ^body 
of village owners, making them full proprietors, and buy- 
ing out, as it were, the superior, by giving him a cash 
^malikana ^ or ‘ taluqdari allowance ’ of 10 per cent, on the 
revenue. 

It would appear that the taluqddri cases occurring in the 
’Aligarh District (Settlement of 1834), especially the case of 
the Eaj 4 of Mdrsan, were the ‘leading ’ cases on which the 
policy of Government was shaped. 

The principal orders on the subject were issued in 
January 1844, on a reference by the Board in 1843. Mr. 
Thomason, the Lieutenant-Governor, ruled that ‘ taluqas ’ 
were ‘estates’ contemplated by section 10 of Regulation 
VII of i 82 / 2 ,, where ‘several parties possess separate herit- 
able and transferable properties in parcels of land, or in the 
produce or rent thereof, such properties consisting of 
interevsts of different kinds.’ He laid down that the rights of 
the taluqdAr were ‘ supervenient ’ to the rights of the village 
bodies. There was to be a judicial inquiry into each case, 
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with an ultimate resort (if needed) to the civil courts. 
These orders were modified by the Home Despatch of 
5nd August, 1 8 53 

The taluqdar was allowed out of every hundred 
rupees of revenue collected ; and this was a fixed allowance 
for the term of Settlement, according to the arrangements 
made at the Settlement previous to 1844. This allowance 
represented 18 percent, on the assets: — i.e. the gross assets 
were shared in the proportion of 62 to Government and 
38 to the proprietors. Of the latter figure, 20 per cent, went 
to the village ownei’sas their profit, and 78 to the taluqdar. 
After the Settlements expired, the tailuqdari allowance wmuld 
be fixed at 10 per cent, (as above stated), in accordance with 
Eegulation VII of 1^22, 

In the 'Aligarh SettleQnent Bepovt will be found an 
account of the taluqdari tenuj’e, attributing the principle 
of Settlement to Mr. J. Thornton in 1834^. Hero the local 
Eajas were settled wdth on this principle, though in some 
cases the assessment was so fixed that the ^ inferior pro- 
prietors,’ or hisiuaddrs^ had to pay an assessment which 
covered not only the Government share, but also the taluq- 
ddrs' malikana or allowance, and this proved their ruin. 

The first Settlement in ’Aligarh has been criticised by 
those who thought that the Eajas had acquired a position 
much above that implied by their being ' hereditary taluq- 
dars,’ entitled to nothing but a certain percentage on the 
revenue. The pargana Miirsan of this district was, as I 
have said, the ' leading case.’ The Eaja was a Jat, and had 
acquired his overlordship by conquest and subsequent 
annexations and sales. At first he was settled "with on an 
‘istimrari’ lease ^ for life. The villages of which his 


^ Gfiven in Mr. Carnegy’s Koies on 
Land-tenures in Upper India (^Trubnor, 
1874), p. 94. 

^ See Gazetteer, vol. ii pp 450-452. 

® Istiraran means ' continuing/ 
not liable to revision ; such grants 
were often made for life, and there 
is nothing contradictory in this as 
Mr. Oarnegy supposes. 


Tlie whole details will be found 
in Mr. P. Carnegy’.s Notes on Land- 
tmmesj &c., in Uppoi India, p. 71. 
The writer severely criticises the 
action of the In orth- Western au- 
thorities, but ho seems to bo quite 
unaware that there arc two sides 
to the question ; and the fact 
that very right-minded and omi- 
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estate was composed had been acquired — some 140 years, 
some 30 years, some only 9 years — before British rule 
began (in a. d. 1803). 

Mr. Thornton considered that a number of these trans- 
fers had not been effected in such a way as to deprive the 
village owners of their right to management, and to be 
settled with. The estate comprised 300 villages. Of 
these one-third were declared the property of the Raja, and 
he was settled with as the landlord or ^ Zamindar ’ ; while 
in two-thirds the villagers were settled with, the Raj^ 
being allowed an allowance from the treasury as ^ hereditary 
taluqdar.' 

In Gouakhpur, the Settlement Report describes real 
‘taluqdari’ estates held by various Rajas. Tinder them 
were found people in possession of proprietary rights in 
the second degree. As in Oudh, these were usually the 
rights created or confirmed by the grant called ‘ birt ’ ; 
some were eases of ^jewan-birt' or proprietary holding 
granted for livelihood or support (jewana) to the younger 
members of the Raja’s family ; others were ^ murchhbandi 
birt/ grants made on condition of service and keeping order 
on the borders ; and ‘ sankalp ' made to religious persons or 
institutions. There were also many ' birtyas ’ (holders of 
birts) created (as was so common in Oudh) for the purpose 
of clearing waste or resuscitating old cultivation. But in 
those places, the North-Western Provinces^ principle being 
such as I have stated, the birtyas were made proprie- 
tors, and the Rdjd was not maintained as landlord over 
them, but merely as the proprietor of his own ‘ sir/ ^ nan- 
k^r,’ and other lands held by him (under the local name of 
' taufir ’), and with the usual 10 per cent, as mdlik^na, or 
commutation for superior rights, besides. The same is 

nent men supported the policy of however, that the question was one 
settling with the villagers and of a strongly-felt policy, and it is 
putting off the ^ Rajas ' with an very likely that there was a dispo- 
hereditary percentage allowance, sition to ignore the overlords, in a 
might have induced him to con- spirit quite unlike that which in 
aider whether the case was alto- Oudh, led to their being recognized 
gether so indefensible as he re- as proprietors in full, 
presents it. There is no doubt, ^ B. R., vol, ii. p, 60. 
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noticed in some of the parganas of the Cawnpore district 
In these cases^ however, what was left to the Raja consti- 
tuted in itself a very large property. 

In Azimgarh there is also mention of another kind of 
double tenure ; here there was no Raja, but the powerful 
families who had become the joint-owners of the villages, 
possibly by grant of some former Raja, had in their turn, 
granted 'birts’ to the descendants of the former and long- 
ousted owners who had originally cleared and brought the 
estate under the plough. These grantees are locally called 
^ mushaldrsidar.’ Sometimes they were settled with as 
proprietors, but sometimes, owing to the arrangements of 
former Settlements, only as su6-proprietors 

In the Muzaffaenagae Rejport^, I find an excellent 
illustration of taluqdari tenures. The distinctive feature of 
the local history is the rise and decay of a powerful Mu- 
hammadan clan, knowm as the Sayyids of the Barha. 
Settling in the south-east of the district several generations 
before the time of Akbar, they rose in many instances to 
great eminence in the Imperial service. Their lands in- 
creased with their palace influence and their repute, and 
befoie the downfall of the Mughal Empire they had 
acquired by grant, purchase, or the voluntary acts of the 
village communities themselves-, most of the western half 
of the district. The Jat and Taga brotherhoods, in the 


’ See S B. (1878', p, 43. 

As an instance of how difficult il 
was sometimes to tell -whether a 
local chief had in fact acquired such 
a position that he fan ly ought to bo 
called ‘piopricfcor/ I may mention 
the case of the Chandel Eaji of 
Sheoraipur (Cawnpore District 
In i8i8 his position came into 
question. In 1833 it was thought 
he was propiietor, and a Settlement 
was made with him, and a sub- 
Settlement with the village bodies 
who had become subordinate. (In 
these leports I notice that tlie 
term ' muqaddam ’ is used not 
merely for the lieadman of the sub- 
ordinate village families but for all 
the co-shaieis, just as in Cential 

VOL. II. 


India every co-sharer is addresst d 
as ‘ patel ' tliough the title belong-, 
propel ly only to the heads of 
families.) In the end this anango- 
ment was upset ; the Raja was 
treated as o-wner only of his own 
ancestial estate, and tlie villagers 
were recognized as owners, and so 
of course at once acquiiod a trans- 
lorable piopeity. As soon as they 
got this, the Eaja executed against 
them court docjces ho held for 
debts and aireais of leiit, and 
promptly bought them up ! (Cami- 
liote jS. 72 , p. 43 ) (^Gazctlett , Xorth- 
Westoin Pi evinces, vol. vi. 125.) 

2 S. E., § 305 

® S,E.j Governmeyit Reiic 7 {‘, ji. 4, § 13 


M 
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decay of the Empire, were glad to purchase protection by 
' commending ’ themselves to a strong Sayyid house. The 
Sayyids, as a rule, left the village communities thus 
put under them, to manage their own affairs, contenting 
themselves with levying the revenues through the village 
headman or ‘ muqaddamJ 

The account, which is too long to quote, goes on to show 
how the power of the Sayyids was broken, in the second 
half of the eighteenth century, by some Gujar chiefs who 
established themselves, and by inroads of Kohillas, Sikhs, 
and Marathd^s. On the establishment of British rule, the 
Sayyids returned from exile, and the first years of the 
century ‘ witnessed a desperate struggle between the Say- 
yids, the Gujar chieftains, and the village communities, for 
the ownership of the soil.' 

In this case, it would seem, the expedient of adopting the 
‘ taluqd^ri ’ tenure was not applied. The Sayyids became 
direct proprietors of two-thirds of the eastern part of the 
district and lost all other rights \ This accounts for the 
very large number of occupa7icy-tmsi-n.t&, who are, in fact, 
the real old proprietors. 

§ I. Illustration of the growth of Taluqddrs. 

As regards the process by which a ^ taluqd^r ' chief, 
or, on a smaller scale, a revenue-farmer of lesser pre- 
tensions, may grow at the expense alike of still older 
taluqd& families and the village communities, an actual 
example from real life, will be moi*e instructive than any 
comment of my own. I therefore quote the Allahabad 
Report As to the district generally, the Settlement 
Officer remarks : — 

^ It was, however, reserved for the system employed in the 
first years of the British administration to put the finishing 

^ The Rmew notes that ‘ through eastern tract is owned in nearly 
extravagance, indolence, and htiga- equal parts, hy Sayyids, old village 
tion, they have lost one-half of this/ eomnmnitiGs of Lats and Tagas, and 
Much of it passed into the hands by the trading-classes, 
of the trading-classes. Note, the 
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toHclies to tlie rapid disintegration of the old families whicli had 
been so successfully commenced by the Muhammadan conquer- 
ors. In the first triennial Settlement, concluded the year aRer 
cession (1801), farming engagements were taken in lump suirs 
by parganas. The farmers had to find adequate security in the 
shape of sureties. . . . This system resulted in putting the 
whole district at the mercy of the sureties. The farmers were 
merely their creatures. One Bakir ’All, an ex-’amil of Kara, 
was surety for the parganas between the two rivers ; Deoki- 
nandan stood for the west-trans-G-anges parganas, and the Baja 
of Benares for Handia and Arail.’ [I^airagarh and Bara were 
under Eajput chiefs, as we shall see.] 

^We have authority for saying that, by their exoihitant 
demands and other kinds of pressure, these sureties succeeded 
in ousting the old proprietors^ and between them, in obtaining 
possession of property paying upwards of six IdJcJis of annual 
revenue. Attempts were subsequently made by the aj)point- 
ment of a Special Commission, in 1821, to remedy this deplor- 
able state of affairs. Some of the alienations were declared 
fraudulent, and the property restored. . . . But it was not 
possible to do much.’ 

Now, let us trace further the history of pargana Bara in 
this district^. I shall give it in some detail, because, inci- 
dentally, it furnishes quite a little treatise on Revenue 
management, introducing by the way, several other points 
besides the principal one. Originally occupied by Bhar 
tribes, who apparently had attained some civilization, the 
country was conquered by Eajput clans, who expelled the 
Bhars and formed village communities, as usual, in the 
process of time. The pargana came under the protection of 
the neighbouring R^ja of Riwan (Baghelkhand). Besides the 
Rajputs, the official accountants (Deslekhak), by caste 
Kayaths, had (of course) obtained estates, and (equally of 
course) pious grants were made to some Brahmans. But 
a member of the Eajd^’s family (one Pirthi Chand) got a 

^ These were Eajpxits of the earlier ® Taken from Mr. Temple's Popoi t 
conquests, Sayyids, &c., of the time (1850^. Ho. XY. in thQ Selecii O/'S f/Or/! 
of JaMuddin Khilji (fourteenth the Records of Gove7nment,pSiTt XXI U. 
century), and later Path^ns (seven- At present Bara contains 292 
teenth century). 8. i?., pp. 50-1. villages. 

M a 
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reyenue-free grant of ten yillages (no right, originally, 
except to the ‘king’s share/ and such other dues as the 
king took). Starting from this basis, the grantee (or his 
descendants) proceeded to ‘absorb’ the entire pargana. 
First, he persuaded the Eaja to ‘ grant ’ eleven more villages 
‘ to sustain his state.’ Then (as it seems he was employed 
to collect the Rajd’s revenues for him over the pargana 
at large) eleven more villages ‘ were granted ’ for services 
rendered." Having thus got a firm footing, he proceeded 
to set up as independent of the Eaja, and to possess him- 
self (and his family) of other villages. In some cases he 
had stood security for the revenue to the Eaja, and when 
default was made, he of course seized those villages. He 
also granted loans, and when they were not repaid, seized 
the land. Next, force was tried ; villages were boldly 
attacked and conquered — not always without fierce fight- 
ing. Then some of the other villages, held by rival 
castes or clans, were at enmity ; the dispute of course was 
duly fomented until a fight occurred, with the result of the 
Pirthi Chand family seizing the villages of both parties. 
To this day in one village, a well filled with boulder stones 
(by way of blockading the village), may be seen, a^well as 
monuments (‘ chaura ’) erected in memory of the slain. 

When the district was ceded to the firitish (i 8 or), L^l 
Bikramjit (a descendant) was found in possession as ‘taluq- 
dar ’ and soi-disant ‘ landlord ’ of the whole. All this had 
happened, as far as I can gather, in the course of a century 
or so before our rule; so that by i8ot the family must 
have had the prescription of at least 100 years for theii* 

‘ possession ’ generally. Here was a question — ought such 
a man to be recognized as proprietor ? He certainly was 
landlord de facto : still the authorities -were desirous of 
treating him as ‘ superior proprietor ’ only, and making 
what they called a ‘ biswad^ri Settlement,’ i. e. giving the 
superior a money percentage, with certain other rights, 
and settling with the holders of the land (biswaddrs) 
in the villages. But it was found that the old rights had 
been so completely ousted and destroyed in most cases, 
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that they could only find thirteen villages with the descen- 
dants of the old families in possession; and only nine o'* 
these who were not so completely tenants of the 'pro- 
prietor ’ that they could be settled with. And when, in 
1 848, it was further determined that some of the village^ 
should be recognized as held on the ‘ muqaddami ' tenure, 
i. e. held by the heads of the families who had shares in the 
villages, such rights could be established in only two cases, 
in favour of original (Rajput) holders ; the rest were recog- 
nized on the ground of prescription during British rule b 
Where not even this claim existed, the Settlement was 
made with farmers called ^mustAjirs,' who in time became 
proprietors. This narrative ought to be commended to some 
writers who are fond of repeating the indiscrimmafe 
charge that we converted tax-collectors into ‘ proprietors ‘ 
But now we come to the phase of the history which 
illustrates our immediate subject. It was in the time of 
the grandson of Lai Bikramjit, whom we may now call 
^taluqddrJ He failed to pay his revenue, and the Nawah 
of Oudh promptly expelled him in favour of a person wlio 
offered to pay, viz. the E^j£ of Manda (in the next pargana 
of KhairAgarh). The grandson fought a battle, but was 
defeated. Thenjbe petitioned at Lucknow^ and in 1799 got 
reinstated, but on a promise to pay (of course) an increaseil 
revenue (it was nearly doubled). Just before the cession 
(1801), it seems to have been the fashion to raise the 
revenues all round so as to make the districts look as 
valuable as possible^. The revenue of the pargana was 
therefore still further raised. The taluqdar again failed to 
pay, and in 180;^ the ^ pargana ’ was sold, this time to the 
Raja of Benares. The Edja, being a wealthy capitalist, 
developed the pargana largely, spent money on it, cleart-d 

^ The titles were all deriyed from ® The student of History will iv - 
the taluqdar, as rent-free gifts, collect that the cession of all iiio 
grants for feudal service, direct Doabdistricts wasmadewith a yi^-w 
location by the taluqdAr, direct of yielding a revenue of an amoxisit 
submission and acknowledgment of stated, which would pay for .1 
his rights, and holding in virtue of British force to defend the hTaw.Lb 
blood-relationship with the taluq- (or King as he was then called) oi 
dar. Oudh. 
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the waste right and left, ‘ and in some localities,’ wrote Mr. 
Temple, ^ to such an extent that the rents of not a few 
villages were tripled, and even quadrupled thereby He 
also made extensive improvements in irrigation facilities. 
His land agent, one Sheo Ram, Mr. Temple says, ' is grate- 
fully remembered by the people.’ Arrangements were 
made with the tenants every three years, and when any 
defaults occurred, they were not sold up and driven away, 
hilt made to pay %p hy degrees, ‘ By these measures the 
Rdja (by the year 1820) had raised his pargana rent-roll 
from R. 1,10,000 to R. i^,3!^,ooo. Concurrent testimony de- 
clares the people to have been, during this period, far more 
prosperous and contented than they had ever been before, 
and quite as much so as they have since been.’ 

It appeared, however, that the sale to the Raja had been 
obtained in a questionable manner. The son of the ousted 
taluqdar brought a suit to recover his estate, and the case 
was referred (in 18^1) to the Special Commission which I 
have mentioned as being appointed to inquire into fraudu- 
lent sales under the revenue law. It transpired that the 
default which led to the sale was not a real default, but 
had been brought about by intrigues of some of the native 
officials ('amid) with some persons who wanted to get the 
estate for the RAjd (the latter nobleman himself probably 
knowing nothing about the proceedings). The R^ja natur- 
ally appealed to England, and in 182,^ the pargana was 
ordered to be held (by Government officers) under attach- 
ment, pending the result of the appeal, and it soon came 
under the Coui't of Wards owing to the mental incapacity 
of the taluqdar whose suit had been (so far) successful. 
Meanwhile Settlements were made under Regulation VII 
of i8!Z2y and on the revised plan under IX of 1833, with 
the general result that the greater part of the pargana 
remained taluqdan; but a number of the villages were 

^ ^ lesson for those who reyenue, maki ng large improve- 

are lond of laying down rules about ments, showing how much more 
itn^ovements. Here is a man the matter depends on the man, 
with no very certain tenure, and his energy and character, than on 
no permanent assessment of his rules and pi’inciples. 
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recognized as having sub-proprietary rights under the 
taluqdars. Some villages were not found in the possession 
of anyone, so they were farmed to ‘mustajirs/ persons 
who, on security, agree to pay a certain revenue on the 
village 

I have not found the history of this pargana traced in 
the last Settlement Report. It is clear, however, that the 
Benares Raja did not gain his case on appeal. The prin- 
cipal proprietor is now a Baghel chief, Banspat Singh, with 
the title of Raja of Bara^ ; and he is not full landlord (as 
he would have been in Oudh), but ^ superior proprietor ’ of 
140 estates out of 29^^ villages (forming 350 estates or 
mah^ls); and 153 are held by other owners on zamindari 
tenures — only 48 representing 'pattidari’ estates, and 9 
bhaiach^ra It is probable that all the 153 zamindari 
estates are due to Settlements with farmers, or purchasers, 
or with some person who may originally have been one 
among a body, having equal rights, only that he managed 
to get recognized (under the circumstances of the case), as 
sole ‘proprietor.’ 


Section V. — Tenants, 


§ I. Tenants: their position. 

What has already been said about the gradual overlaying 
of the original interests in land, will have prepared the 
student to understand that even when all the rights of 
persons who are in some degree proprietors are adjusted, 
and their shares and customary privileges protected by 
record, there still remain the interests of the tenant 
class to be considered. Tenancy, — that is, the holding of 


^ In ordinary estates such. ' mns- 
tajirs " in time become proprietors, 
and then tbeir families give rise to 
a zamindari or ‘ pattidari " village 
community (see pp 112,122). But 
in the case described above, the 
taluqdar himself would be recog- 
nized as direct owner of such vil- 
lages, the farmer being at most a 
sub-proprietor. 


2 He owns about half the pargana. 
Mention is made of one Manoliar 
Dds, who was the purchaser of the 
rights of the Bto Eaja. Perhaps 
this accounts for some of the 153 
mah^ls not owned by the Ihija 
Banspat Singh, but noted as 
‘zamindari.* 

® S. B., § 28, p. 58. 



1 68 LAND SYSTEMS OP BRITISH INDIA. [book iii. 

land under a proprietor — is in these provinces not always a 
simple thing- We have here, as so often elsewhere, not merely 
to deal with tenants whose position on the estate is due to 
contract^ but with persons who — perhaps for want of a 
better name — are called tenants,’ hut who were once owners 
themselves, and at any rate owe their position to no pro- 
cess of letting and hiring, but to circumstances which have 
reduced them to a subordinate position. 

In many cases it was no easy task to draw the line 
between one class and the other and determine whether 
a particular group of cultivators was most appropriately 
classed as ‘ tenant ’ or as ‘ propriefcor.’ 

In the present section we suppose the distinction to have 
been made ; we exclude those persons who were regarded 
either as proprietors of their individual fields (arazidar, &c.), 
or who became proprietors in the ‘ inferior ’ or secondary 
grade in the taluqdari tenures. These persons have (except 
a rare limitation may be found) the full right of alienation ; 
no demand can be made on them beyond what is fixed at 
Settlement — so much to the State, so much to the ^ superior* 
proprietor. No doubt it was to some extent the particular 
policy, or the particular views prevailing at the time, or the 
fortune of circumstances, that determined whether a man 
should be recognized as a ^ proprietor of his holding ’ or 
‘ inferior proprietor,’ or whether he slipped into the some- 
what lower grade of ‘ occupancy-tenant.’ In Muzaffar- 
nagar, for instance, we noted the case of the Sayyids, who 
gained their villages as owners (under other circum- 
stances, they would only have been taluqdars) ; so that 
the old village bodies became merely tenants, though of 
course with rights of occupancy. However that may be, 
the line was drawn ; and here we are only concerned with 
those who come under the Rent Law as tenants. To this 
the only possible exception is the case of the ‘ intermediate 
holders ’ of land provided for in Section 4 of the Rent Act 
(XII of 1881)^. The Act does not call them tenants ex- 

^ I speak further of this (the explain how the first law was Act X 
existing)Aet, at a later stage. I shall of 1859 which was superseded by 
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pressly, though it speaks of their rent, and provides that if 
their interest is permanent and transferable, aud is inter- 
mediate between the cultivator and the landlord, that 
‘rent^ is unalterable. 

- Including these however as tenants, they and bome otJiei’s 
form a class naturally entitled to occupancy-rights ^ 


§ 3. Tenants at fixed rates- 

In this class are the ‘tenants at fixed rates.' These are Acr xii 
found in permanently-settled estates, where the proprie- “ 
tary right was more or less artificially conferred, and wlierc 
some persons who might have justly been cunsid(ired 
co-sharers, were in fact called tenants. As iu is, their 
protection, both in their possession and in paying an 
unalterable rent — in fact, extending to them the benefit 
conferred on their superiors, is obviously just. They have, 
since the date of Permanent Settlement, paid at the same 
rate ; and as this long period is diflicult fco account for in 
strict legal proof, a presumption is (as usual) raised by 
law, that if the rate has been paid for twenty years, it 
has (unless the contrary is shown) been so paid since 1 7 94-,)' 

The reader who has read Vol. I and the sections on 
Bengal tenants, will be quite familiar with the ‘ rai}’at at 
fixed rates.’ This, that we are speaking of, is practically 
the same thing, under the Permanent Settlement of the 
Benares districts. 


an Act in 1873 and then by that 
quoted. 

^ In the B. JR. of Azimgarh (per- 
manently-settled parganas), § 95, 
the class which is difficult to define 
as ‘ tenant,' is spoken of distinctly 
as ^ sub-proprietary.' Thei’e are 
whole villages held by persons who, 
under encouragement, settled the 
waste, and received a promise that 
nothing beyond a fixed rent (or 


revenue?) demand sliould )a* m.ido ; 
they are called ‘ nuisbakliMdai ’ 
villages (Arabic ~ fixed 01 a] q>oi ru- 
ed). Where single ploi^ are held 
by persons of note <s^ giants now 
or formerly revenue- fn-t , tlu^ liold- 
ing is that of an ‘ arazul ai ’ aKo 
spoken of as a ‘ sub-])j < »pn( lor.' Siu li 
cases come under Section 4 of tJie 
Rent Act, 
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§ 3. Tenants at Revenue Rates. 

Tkere are also privileged tenants of a class nearly- 
resembling this, but whose rents change only when the 
revenue is revised. As noted in the Bdnda Settlement 
Report — and the same is true wherever hhaidchdrd 
communities exist — tenants are found on the estate, pro- 
bably dating back to the foundation, who have always 
paid the rates of the ‘ dhar-b^chh ’ or the ‘ barar ’ — i.e, the 
general rate imposed on all cultivation to meet the Govern- 
ment revenue demand. Such privileged tenants are 
clearly, by custom, neither liable to removal nor to en- 
hancement — except the revenue itself is raised, — ^when they 
will pay as the co-sharers pay. In fact, they only differ 
from proprietors in this, that they have no voice in the 
management, nor right to other profits beyond their actual 
holding. Such tenures are, of course, protected by record 
at Settlement ; the second clause of Section so, Act XII 
of 1881, deals with them. 


§ 4. Ex-proprietary Tenants. 

The custom of the country undoubtedly also recognizes 
a class of tenants called in the Act ' ex-proprietary.’ If a 
proprietor loses his rights by misfortune or by the action 
of the law, he is at least allowed to retain cultivating 
possession of the portion of the estate which he had once 
held as his ‘ sir.’ On this he remains as an occupancy 
tenant *, — an excellent rule, which prevents the hereditary 
agriculturist from being absolutely turned adrift on to the 
world without means of subsistence. 


^ Section 39, p. 42. These tenants 
are in Banda called ^ jama’i,' as they 
only pay the jama’ or Government 
assessment. Act X of 1859 did not 
contain any danse directly saving 
customary rights. The present Act, 
Section 20, danse 2, practically 
does. Dr. Field mentions (p. 773) 
that ' the High Court (of Calcutta) 


in one case said that the Act (X of 
1859) did not take away the right 
of any I’aiyat who had a right, by 
grant, contract, prescription, or 
other valid title, to hold at a fixed 
rate of rent.’ And it certainly 
seems that this was the true view 
of the law. 
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§ 5. Other forms of Occupancy Right. 

So far all is clear ; and no doubt the existence of this 
group of ‘natural’ rights would have justified the enactment 
of a tenant law. But that is not by any means the limit 
of the existing Law. There are a great many other 
tenants with no such definite marks of superiority; and 
the great difficulty is to say, as a matter of fact, how many 
of this great body of tenants owe their position to some 
sort of contract, or permission on the part of a superior, 
and how many represent remote ancestors whose location, 
dating generations ago, is not now traceable ; or how many 
of what are now tenants were made so by the turns of 
the wheel of fortune which brought them down from a 
once ‘ proprietary ’ position, of which no such vestiges as 
those we have been considering, now survive. It may be 
morally certain that they were once owners, but it is not 
easily proved. 

No Tenant Act has ever succeeded in drawing a complete 
line of theoretical definition. In the North-West and 
Bengal it was never attempted. It was admitted that the 
circumstances were such, that a great number of tenants 
ought to be protected ; and in the end a practical rule was 
settled, which certainly includes all entitled to protection 
if it does not also take in some whose claims are more 
doubtful. The rule, first enacted in 1859, declared that 
under certain conditions, all tenants who had ‘actually 
occupied or cultivated land continuously for twelve years 
should be treated as occupancy-tenants/ 

Before we consider what are the conditions of an ‘ occu- 
pancy-tenant’s ’ right, and what are its legally provided 
advantages, let us consider briefly the history of the law 
regarding tenants. 

§ 6 . Opinions held about Tenant-right 

That a person who has been (within a definitely-traceable 
period) a proprietor and has since lost his position ; that 
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one whom the village body has always regarded as per- 
manent and holding at favoured rates; that any tenant 
who has something special about his position — ^traceable 
to the changes, the nps and downs of agricultural life in 
former days ; — that any one of these should be protected 
by law as an occupancy-tenant, is a principle which needs 
no argument in support of it. But the further question 
whether length of occupation and residence in the village, 
or either or both, should of itself suffice to convey any right, 
is one which has not always been answered with a uniform 
assent. 

In fact, the justification of a general legal protection, on 
the ground of long occupation only, very much depends on 
the real history of landholding customs. In Bengal, for 
example, in every permanently-settled estate, the Zamindari 
right was clearly an adventitious thing, — one which had 
grown up over that of the original village landholders ; it 
might therefore easily be admitted that the great bulk of the 
village cultivators were equitably entitled to a permanent 
position. The fixing of twelve years, or any other arith- 
metical rule of limitation, was no more than an equitable 
expedient for putting an end to strife, and saving rights 
which were in danger of being lost through failure of tech- 
nical proof. But it might be said that in other cases, where 
the history was different, the claims of the present proprie- 
tary body were far stronger, and there was no occasion for 
such a general rule. That is one side of the case. On the 
other side, it would be contended that, whatever the theory 
may have been in old days, tenants once invited to build 
their houses in a village, were practically permanent. Every 
one who got a plot of land on consenting to pay the Rfij^’s 
grain-share, was originally, so far at least, on an equal 
footing with the older settlers ; one could not be turned out, 
except by the exercise of arbitrary power, more than 
another. However this may be, the first Tenant Act (X of 
1859) granted a right of occupancy to all tenants (irrespec- 
tive of their being able to prove anything) who had held the 
same land themselves (or by their ancestors) for twelve 
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years There was therefore no occasion for the Act to 
attempt description of Yarious classes of such tenants. I 
have already in another chapter indicated the general line 
of argument which has been taken by the official advocates 
and opponents of the tenant-right law respectively. It is 
not likely that opinion will ever be unanimous on the 
subject ; there will always be something to be said on either 
side. There are, of course, inconveniencies resulting from 
tenant-right when dependent on any arithmetical rule as to 
length of occupation But no law that can be invented 
will ever be free from such incidental imperfections. 

Perhaps the safest solution of the difficulty is to be found 
in the practice and procedure of the Upper Indian Settle- 
ments. The power which a Settlement Officer has of in- 
formal inquiry, — bound by no technical rules of evidence, 
and the fact that he can investigate matters on the spot, as 
no court of justice sitting at headquarters can, place him 
in a situation peculiarly favourable for deciding such ques- 
tions. It may be thought, therefore, that it would be 
better to leave the rights of a tenant to be dependent on an 
inquiry to be made by the Settlement Officer, and on the 
usual subsequent remedies, exactly in the same way as 
questions of proprietary right are. 

On the same grounds it may be urged that it would have 
been much better to allow the Settlement Officer to fix, 
either for the whole term of Settlement or at a progressive 
rate, as justice and the circumstances warranted, the rent 
which a tenant was to pay in cases where his right to occu- 


1 I nave given some particulars 
about Act X in the chapter on 
Bengal tenants (vol i p. 641). It was 
at first proposed that the right of 
occupancy should extend to every 
resident cultivator, and three years' 
residence constituted a ^ resident 
tenant.' This was objected to, and 
the twelve years’ rule was suhstitu ted 
by way of compromise. 

Tor example, in the Bardi S, R. 
it is asserted that non-resident 
cultivators (pahi) could never by 
custom have rights, yet under the 


twelve years’ rale they got them : 
the result has been that when a 
land-owner’s own sons grow up, 
and he wished to provide for them 
by giving them lands to cultivate 
on his own estate, he could not do 
so, because so many cultivators 
(originally ‘pahi’) had by the 
twelve years’ rule become irromovc- 
able ; and he had to send his own 
sons off his estate to work as ‘pahi’ 
cultivators in another village, and 
so find the means of subsistence. 
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pancy was also declared^. It is obvious that a definite 
provision for deternaining rents is the necessary concomitant 
of an occupancy right, since that right would be valueless 
if the rent could be so raised as to compel the tenant to go 
rather than pay it. The proposal to employ the Settlement 
Officer, proceeds, of course, on the assumption that the Civil 
Courts do not in fact afford a satisfactory solution to the 
difficulty that arises in questions of rent enhancement. 
This assumption may be contested ; and as the object of this 
work is in no respect controversial, it would be beyond 
my scope to discuss it. But so much is certain, that the 
tests to be applied by the courts are neither certain nor 


easy of application. 

The necessity for reform, 

^ And this has of late years ac- 
tually become the law in the 
Central Provinces. But it was 
advocated without success in the 
North-Western Provinces. Among 
the earlier revenue authorities of the 
North-Western Provinces, Mr. Bird 
urged the fixing of rents with great 
force. ‘ I have often wondered/ 
he says, ‘ that those who have em- 
ployed their minds to investigate 
the principle of landed property in 
India should have overlooked this 
one marked prevailing, uninterrupt- 
ed, prescriptive usage. It is m fact 
the only right recorded; yet so 
singularly do our associations govern 
our opinions that many peisons 
consider raiyats (tenants) to possess 
no right at all, while they hesitate 
not to take for granted the rights of 
Zamindars and taluqdars. 

* The right which our Ooveim- 
ment has conferred on these last- 
named persons, they and their 
officers are bound to respect. 

But they are no less bound to main- 
tain that prescriptive right of the 
raiyat which they have equally ad- 
mitted . . . and which Govern- 
ment have declared it to be their 
bounden duty to uphold." 

It is impossible not to sympathize 
with the writer"s generous desire to 
support the rights of the humbler 


however, depends largely on 

classes ; but it must bo confessed 
that the argument is open to some 
objection, because here we have the 
Western terms ‘ right," ‘ prescrip- 
tive/ and so forth; and the question 
is whether there is any real proof 
of 'iiqU as we understand the term, 
or whether the fixity of tenure and 
of the rent or produce share was 
not a mere custom depending solely on 
circumstances , — namely, the absence 
of the possibility of competition, 
and the desire of the landholders 
to heep their tenants — circumstances 
which have now in great measure, 
if not entirely, passed away. No 
distinction is drawn between the 
large class of cases where, owing to 
the origin of the present ‘ landlord"s 
right," most of the ‘ tenants ’ must 
have once been proprietors, and those 
eases where the origin of the estate 
not being artificial (at least within 
modern times), the cultivators are 
'tenants" properly so-called. It 
may also be said that the argument 
proves too much, since all classes of 
tenants had their rents fixed, 
whether of twelve years" standing 
or not ; but it might bo argued that 
those who do not belong to the con- 
fessedly privileged classes above 
alluded to, have a scanty claim to 
maintain a fixed rent under the 
totally different conditions which 
now obtain. 
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the practical working of the existing law. If common 
tenants are really able to got on witliout formrJ help or 
interference at Settlement, well and good: if not. there 
can be no objection, in princdplc, to extending the existing 
provisions to them also b As a matter of fact at every Act xix 
modern Settlement, the Officer i:i charge doen do a very 
great deal in the way of settling rents, either by direct 
order, in the case of occupancy-tenants, or hy his persuasive 
action, in other cases ; and it may be asked, why should 
not he be vested with complete and formal powers ? 


§ 7. Actual Provisio'iis of ilte Lavj regarding 
TerLanis. 

Act X of 1859 has long been repealed in the Xorth- 
Western Provinces; it was first replaced by the Pent Act 
(XVIII of 1873), hut this Act effected no radical change 
beyond improving the Rent Courts and their procedure. 

It kept the twelve years' rule and the 'formula’ of con-ActXVii 
ditional enhancement as before. This Act has, in its turn, 
been repealed, and Act XII of j88l (as amended by Act XIV scc 12. 
of 1886) is now the law of the province. This Act still 
does not alter the ^principles already laid down, and may in 
fact be regarded as merely an improved edition of the Act 


1 Mr. Fane, Mr. Bird's colluaguo, 
puts aside this proposal \\iTh ilie 
remark that it would be a s<jri oi‘ 
half measure between a ^ raiyaTw.i r' 
and a ‘ mauzawar ' (villaao-commu- 
nity) system, and that ‘it 
establish a state of things in rog.iid 
to the occupancy of land wIilcIi 
would have no resemblanci 10 the 
relation between landloid and 
tenant that has heretofore 0x1 >310 d 
in India or in any counrry in the 
world ’ But this surely is 10 b^g 
the question. Would Muh an 
arrangement violate the leJations 
that exist in fact ? And \\ hat doCvS 
it matter whether it would 1 in ole 
tenancy relations in any other 
country as long as it is convenient 
and just ? 

Mr. (now Sir) Auckland Colvin, 


on theotiK-rhand <lircct.ly supports 
the plan in the (oncluding ^vords of 
111 s a dm 11 a I >lo inenioi a ndum — 
•The ieiiied\ will/ ho -^ays ‘ho 
found mail aiiging at rimc' (d Setll(‘- 
nicnt foi Cie fair and full Mil nation 
of it 111 -, not b\ law couri^ and vain 
fornmlai of onhauconient, but hy 
the only oHiccr comporont to do it, 
the SoLtloment Officei, wlio stands 
to day ill jjlacc of AkIiar’N ’Ainil, 
anfl who ha^ to guide him through 
a iiia ','1 of data which he only can 
cfitcLiioly handle l^ui mg the 
tfim of Settlonieni the lents so 
fixed i w’onld, wnili certain excep- 
tions, inamtani,--a far largi.r le- 
venuc would )>e g.ained with a 
smaller amoant ol lit^artbuining. 
The treasury would bo sat isfied, and 
the people become coiiLont ’ 
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of 1873, the reissue of whole being thought more convenient 
than publishing an amending Act^. The consequence of 
these provisions is that, taking the province as a whole, 
there are four classes of tenants — (i) tenants who were once 
proprietors but have sunk to the grade of tenants in per- 
manently-settled estates, but had special and customary 
recognized privileges to hold at fixed rates ; {%) ex-proprie- 
tary tenants ; (3) those who have acquired rights under the 
twelve years’ rule ; and (4) tenants-at-will. 

These the Rent Act deals with as follows : — 

(i) In permanently-settled estates, tenants^ who have 
held since the Settlement at the same rate (and uniform 
holding for twenty years raises a presumption that the 
holding has been since Settlement), have a right to hold 
always at that rate, and they are called tenants at fixed 
rates ’ ; the right is heritable and also transferable. 

[2/) Next, ordinary (occupancy) tenant-right is secured 
to all persons who, having been proprietors, lose or part 
with their proprietary rights; they retain the right of 
occupancy as tenants in their former sir land, and for the 
purpose of the Rent Act ‘ sir ’ includes not only what is 
recorded at Settlement as such, or what is recognized by 
village custom as the sir of a co-sharer, but also land which 
he has continuously cultivated for twelve years for his own 
benefit with his own stock, and by his own servants or 
hired labour. Such tenants are called ‘ ex-proprietary 
tenants.’ 

^ The changes made will be found and sold, if the landlord was the 
noted in the Statement of Objects decree-holder. The section pro- 
ei.nd'ResLBonBmt'h.e (xazetteofJndiafor hibiting sale was made, it was 
March 13th, 1880. They are nearly thought, in the landlord’s interest ; 
all matters of detail, to remove so that if the tenant waived the 
difficulties that came to light in the privilege and asked that the right 
six years’ working of the law (since be sold, the landlord might buy it. 
1873). One amendment (Section 9) As Section 9 at first stood, there 
was more a matter of principle. It was no doubt much to be said, 
affirms the non-transferability of legally, in favour of this view, 
the occupancy-tenant’s right, either ^ I have already alluded to those 
by voluntary or involuntary transfer. subordinate interests, wiiich are 
except to some member of his family with difficulty distinguished from 
who is a co-sharer. Previously it tenancies, but which are protected 
had been held that the right might by Section 4. 
be attached in execution of decree 
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(3) All tenants who have actually occupied or cultivated 
land continuously for twelve years have a right of occu- 
pancy. But this is qualified by the following excep- 
tions : — 

(a) No sub-tenant gets the right, i. e. if he is a tenant 

holding under an occupancy, a fixed rate, or an 
ex-proprietary, tenant. 

(b) No tenant gets the right in a proprietor s sir land. 

(c) Nor in any land which he holds in lieu of money or 

grain-wages. 

The rights of ‘tenants at fixed rates’ are heritable and 
transferable; ordinary o ecu pancy-iights arc not transferable 
except to co-sharers ; Lhe\ are heritable by descendants in 
the direct line, but not by collaterals, unless such collateral 
was a sharer in the cultivation of tlie holding at ihe time 
of the decease of the right-holder. 

All tenants can claim leases specifying the land which 
they hold, and the terms : they are bound to give counter- 
parts or qabfiliyats. 


§8. EnharLcertiev ts of Occtqxcncy Rents, 

The terms on which the rent of occupancy-tenants, not 
being fixed-rate tenants, can be enhanced, and on which 
abatement can be claimed, are stated in Sections 1:2— 

Rent can be enhanced, — (i) by contract (but only if regis- 
tered)y (2) by order of the Ofiicer at Settlement 02’ (3) by 
an order obtained under the Rent Act. 

In any case, a rent once enhanced cannot again be en- A clXU 
hanced for ten years. Bor the grounds, which are three in 
number, on which rent can bo enhanced, the Act itself may 20. 
be read. 


^ When the Settlement Officer 
has fixed an occnpan(,y-tcn ant’s 
rent •with reference to the assess- 
ment on the estate and orher c on- 
ditions, it so remains for the terjn 
of Settlement, unless one of the 
special grounds given in Section 17 
occur during the currency of the 
term. It is held that the 2iowcr of 


adjusting all occupancy-lcnants’ 
n nts al Sctiloiiieiit i » all\ does 
almost anything that is loquiiod, 
and Lhal tenanis-ai-will .1101 heno- 
fitiiig by the iwehc y« ai^’ rule') aio 
lo.illy tenants who iua\ l)t fairly 
left to come l«> then own tcoms 
with then- cuiployeis ^.scc p. 17.'!, 
ante}. 
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The subject of enhancement (requiring, as it does, many 
detailed rules of practice) is dealt with in Eules made under 
Sec. %ii [a) of the Eent Act^, and having the force of law. 


§ 9. Protective Provisions for Tenants generally. 

It is not necessary to repeat the details of the conditions 
under which alone ejectment can be had in all cases, even 
of common tenants. All tenants ai'e benefited by the pro- 
visions for regulating the distraint of property in recovery 
of rents ; also by those dealing with the subject of improve- 
ments, and compensation for them on eviction. The 
provisions of See. %o regarding caste and customary favour- 
able rates being respected, are also for all tenants. 

The produce of land is held to be hypothecated for rent, 
and the rent is a first charge. Distraint of crops standing 
and cut, but not removed out of the homestead, is allowed 
after service of a written demand; the produce must be 
that of the land for which rent is due, and for one year’s 
rent only, not for older arrears : sale is effected by applica- 
tion to a properly-appointed official. 

A provision fraught with importance to the tenant- class 
will be noted in Section Whenever on the occurrence 
of famine, drought, or calamity of any kind, Government 
remits or suspends the payment of revenue due to itself, 
any officer properly empowered by Government for this 
purpose, may order that the benefit be extended by the 
landlords to their tenants, and that a proportionate re- 
mission or supension be granted to the tenants for their 
rent. 0^ 

§ 10. General Outline of the Rent Act. 

The student will find the Eent Act easy to study. It is 
necessary carefully to bear in mind the definition clauses, 
so as to attach the right meaning to the words used. The 

The Kules were sanctioned hy May, 1889, to B. K.), superseding 

Grovemment (Ko. — 22 i_ of 31st B, 0 ., ITo. 3 (Bept. II.), 

^ I. 378 A May loth, i88i. 
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following outline of its arrangement and contents may be 
useful. 

Chapter II (Sections 4-10) defines the classes of tenants 
dealt with, as already stated. 

Occupancy is, of course, of no use unless the power of 
raising the rents is limited. Sections deal with this 

subject, as already explained. As there is enhancement on 
proper conditions, so is there abatement. 

All non-occupancy tenants must agree with the landlord 
as to their terms (Sec. 20, however, makes special provision 
regarding caste and other customary matters as afiecting the 
rent. In order that there may be no mistake or uncertainty, 
the grant of leases (if the tenant require) is made com- 
pulsory (Section 24) : the tenant must give a corresponding 
reciprocal engagement. Section 30 is now of no import- 
ance; all such matters have long been settled h 

The next group of provisions (Section 31 et seq.) relates 
to the ejectment of tenants by the landlord, and their own 
voluntary act of relinquishment, Necessity for these 
provisions arises when there is no lease for a term which 
expires on a known date, and where the tenant might go 
on holding from season to season, if there was no regulated 
procedure in the matter. Besides ejectment, which is due 
on the expiry of term, there are ejectments caused by 
wrongful acts which involve forfeiture. The provisions 
vary with the class of tenant. 

Where a tenant is properly ejected, there may be a ques- 
tion about ungathered crops (Sections 41-43), And oppor- 
tunity is taken here to provide for the case of a dispute 
when rent is taken in the form of a division of produce. 

Moreover, when ejectment takes place, there may be the 
question of compensation for improvements^ which is dealt 
with in Sections 44-47. The sections answer the question, 
What is an improvement ? and, incidentally, What tenants 


^ They -will be observed to be 
connected with the question of the 
‘resumption^ of ‘invalid revenue- 
free tenures/ under the Eegulations, 


described in detail for Bengal (Vol. 
I. Book II. Ch. i. p. 423), and of 
course applying to the Bcrmanently 
Settled districts. 
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can make improvements with or without the consent of the 
landowner ; and what form does the compensation take ? 

Sections 48 and 49 next attempt to protect tenants from 
illegal exaction^ and to insist on their getting receii^ts for 
Tent-payments, 

Where there is a dispute about the terms of a tenancy, it 
is convenient to provide for the tenant’s depositing in Cowt 
the rent he tenders as due, so that the. question may be 
settled, and he may not be harassed as if he were a de- 
faulter. (Sections 50-55 A.) 

The important subject of recovery of rent by distraint is 
dealt with in Chapter III, This is a matter which, ever 
since the old law of Eegulation V of 1 812, has been a diffi- 
culty. On the one hand, if the landowners responsible for 
punctual payment of their land-revenue to the State are 
not able to get in their rents with equal certainty, they 
will unjustly be subjected to trouble under the law regard- 
ing arrears of revenue ; on the other hand, the tenants must 
be protected when they are not really indebted, since distress 
of crops and chattels is very easily turned into an engine of 
cruel oppression. Sections56-90 deal with the whole matter, 
including penalties for wrongful distraint. 

The remainder of the Act is occupied with matters of 
powers and procedure, which will again come to our notice 
when we deal with Revenue Officials and their business. 
Here, to complete the outline of the contents of the Act, I 
will only mention that Chapter IV deals with /or-nis of pro- 
cess ; Chapter V, with the important subject oi jurisdiction 
and powers. 

Chapter VI deals with the procedure in revenue suits ; 
and Chapter VII with the execution of decrees in such 
suits. Chapter VIII is about appeals and the power of 
revision. Chapter IX deals with some supplementary 
matters which explain themselves. 
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§ II. Illustrations of Tenant-custom — Bohilkhand 
Districts, 

We will now notice what the District Settlement Eeports 
have to tell us in illustration of the tenant-law and custom of 
the districts. 

The old ^ natural ’ distinctions of tenants into resident 

chapparband/ &:c.), and ^pahi/ or non-resident, is noticed in 
some of the reports, but it is falling into disuse before the 
practical distinction which the law and the Settlement records 
alone make, between the occupancy-tenant and the tenant-at- 
will. 

In Baeeli the ^ chapparband tenants’ ’ rent included a day’s 
labour given to plough the proprietor’s ^ sir’ land, and also 
certain dues in ^bhiisa’ (the chopped straw used in cattle- 
feeding and for other purposes), and certain jars of sugarcane 
juice. This reminds us of the old rent-services paid by tenants 
to the lord of the manor in England after the Conquest. Here, 
too, as is so often the case, the caste of the tenant is found 
to affect rent. High-caste men are favoured because of their 
respectability, or, in some cases, religious sanctity. Others 
pay less because by nature they are not such good agricul- 
turists as others^. 

In PiLiBHiT (a district adjoining and at one time united with 
Bareli) the Settlement Officer (§ 23) speaks of the occupancy- 
tenants as ^ created by law.’ I should venture to doubt the 
accuracy of this, seeing that, in all the Eohilkhand districts, 
proprietary rights had been so overridden that on the Settle- 
ment occurring there must have been a very large number of 
persons entitled to so much consideration as the occupancy- 
tenure gave. This I infer also from the number of occupancy- 
tenants in the other Eohilkhand districts. In Baeeli, the 
Board remark^ : ^ three times as much land is held by occu- 
pancy-tenants as by others’; and here we notice a peculiar 
privilege-— spoken of as a ^ muqaddami tenure ’ — under which 
the headman of the village becomes the landlord’s agent, and 
is allowed a holding at favoured rates, and is exempt from 
these curious ^ manorial dues ’ which the landlords manage to 

^ I have referred already to the this matter, 
provisions of Sec. 20, Eent Act, in ® BeviewofS, i?., § 13. 
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levy (see p. ii6, ante) in Eoliilkliand. Again, in ShahjahIk- 
PXJE^ the whole district is thus held (in percentage of total 
area) : — 

Per cent. 


By proprietors for their ‘ sir * 
By occupancy-tenants 
By tenants-at-will 


13-42 
61 31 
25.27 


And the Eeport expressly notices that the proprietors ^ do 
not in the least mind their tenants having occupancy-rights/ 
and that the record was accordingly made ^ almost without 
dispute.’ 

In Bud AON (Badayiin) no less than 73 per cent, of the area 
held by tenants was in ^ occupancy ’ right. 

In MueadIbad^ there are peculiar featux'es owing to the 
widespread ^ mu’afi ’ holdings of the Sayyids, in which the 
village rights were virtually destroyed ; but as the absentee 
landlords could not dispense with the services of the headmen, 
they were obliged to concede to them certain privileges and 
dues which secured their loyalty and interested them in im- 
proving the village. Such a tenure is hereditary and is locally 
called ^ zamindarl ’ (in a sense special to these estates and to 
some others — adding one more meaning to the load already 
carried by the unfortunate word ^ zammdar ’®). 

It is noted that 70 per cent, of the ordinary tenants have 
occupancy-rights, but that the figure is uncertain. The Settle- 
ment Officer is, however, satisfied that ^ the larger portion of 
the land is held with rights of occupancy ’ — about two-thirds 
he thinks — except in the parganas of Amroh and Hasanpui', 
where the ^ mu’afi ’ or revenue-free holding landlords muster 
strong, and treat their tenants harshly ; or else where the 
^ bhur ’ (light, sandy) soil req^uires frequent fallows, and so 
changes of tenants occur^. 

In Bijnoe®, it is remarked that of the lands cultivated by 
tenants, about 57 per cent, is held by occui^ancy-tenants. In 
certain parganas the tenants-at-will are more numerous, and 
these parganas differ in all respects from the others. Grain- 


^ Generals. B., p. xxix. 

^ S. B., p. 25. 

® But there is an intelligible an- 
alogy : the tenure implied the 
management of the land on behalf of 
the distant, or at any rate non- 
agricultural, landlord, and in that 


sense the headman is the holder of 
the land. A very similar use of 
‘ zamindari ’ will be noted in Oudh 
under the Taluqdar’s estates. 

* S. B., §§ 28, 29, p. 28. 

5 a B., § 203. 
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rents for some of the crops are more common in this district 
than elsewhere. 

Thus throughout the Eohilkhand districts^ which were alike 
in this, that old (and originally proprietary) rights had been 
much overridden, occupancy-tenants are numerous : this goes 
to show that rights were not artificially created, but represent 
such measure of justice as was possible after the lapse of 
years, to people the large majority of whom must have had 
every claim to consideration. 

§ The Bodh Districts, 

Passing to the upper part of the Doab, I notice that in 
Muzapfarnagae, where the Sayyid proprietors have been de- 
scribed, this state of things resulted in ^half the area being 
held by occupancy-tenants V rights of tenants to plant 
trees have been very generally recorded. The planting of trees 
is generally a mark of proprietary right or a right that once 
was of that kind. This we shall again notice in Oudh. Pro- 
duce-rents still prevail in parts. 

In SahIeahpue, on the other hand, immediately to the 
north, it is said that Hhe right of occupancy was unknown 
previous to the passing of Act X of 1859^’ This, it appears, 
was not due to the power of landlords or the views of officers, 
but to the fact that all village cultivators were so much 
depressed that there was not iny distinction. Every one said 
that the only right he claimed was to remain so long as 
he paid a fair rent. But, as may be expected, this state 
of things did not last very long, I have not been able to 
obtain statistics showing what the proportions of the classes 
now are. 

Bxjlaxdshahe does not show any particular features. As 
far as can be made out, ‘hereditary-cultivators’ represent 
22,717 holdings against 56,576 held by tenants-at-will^ 

Meeeut. It is noticed that the proportions of the classes of 
tenants vary very much in the different parganas^ ; for the 
whole district, the classes are not far from being equal, the 
proprietors of land themselves cultivating an acreage nearly 
equal to that held by both classes of tenants together. 

^ Government Emm of the G. J?., p. 5. ® Gazetteer, vol. iii. p. 73. 

^ Gazetteer, vol, ii. p. 224. ^ p. 296. 
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’Alioabh. Here tlie area held by occupancy-tenants is 
smaller. Of the cultivated area, 23 per cent, is held by pro- 
prietors (khudkasht), 29 per cent, by occupancy-tenants, and 
48 per cent, by tenants-at-wilL Originally the privilege was 
only recorded in favour of the ^ better castes and classes who 
had really cultivated for generations. But under Act X of 
1859 no distinction of caste or class was provided, and the law 
^ put aside the custom of a village if the custom was ruled by 
any other standard than the mere occupancy of twelve years’ 
duration.’ A picture is drawn of the contest between the 
classes which is too long to quote. Where the landowner was 
powerful and inclined to be exacting, he succeeded in keeping 
out such rights ; and in others — and perhaps on the whole 
everywhere — the tenants were successful. 

In Muttba^ we are informed that, in 1851, the record only 
noted the fact that a tenant had been so long in possession ; 
and that the classification into ^ maurusi ’ (hereditary) and at 
will, was according to the custom. The proportion of the former 
to the latter was small. The report then gives a comparative 
statement of which this is the abstract : — 



Teans-Jamna. 

CiS-JAMNi. 


Poimeriy 

N’ow. 

Formerly, 

Now. 

Held as ‘ sir ' by proprietors . 

By tenants ■with occupancy-rights 
By tenants-at-will 

Rent-free 

p.c. 

328 

15*4 

45’5 

6-3 

p. c. 

25*4 

33*4 

33 9 

7-3 

p. c. 

24*2 

20*8 

52'2 

! 2-8 

p. c. 

24*9 

40*9 

30*8 

3*4 


Grrain-rents are common in parts of the district. 

In Aoba^ the cultivated area is held — 23*3 per cent, by pro- 
prietors themselves, 54*1 by occupancy-tenants, and 22*4 by 
tenants-at-will, and ^the area held by the occupancy-class over 
the whole district amounts to rather more than the area culti- 
vated by the other three classes (proprietors, rent-free, and 
tenants-at-will) together.’ 

In Eta the cultivdfed area is held — 64 per cent, by occupancy- 

1 Gaseiteer, vol. ii. p. 459. 2 p. ^5. 3 ^ 
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tenants, 21 per cent, by tenants-at-will, and only 15 per cent, 
by cultivating proprietors. This is due to the number of ousted 
proprietors. Eents are very low in this district, for various 
reasons which I cannot here discuss^. 

In Etawa it is the same — 71 per cent, of the whole area held 
hy tenants is held by ^ occupancy-’ tenants. 

Mainpuri. The occupancy-tenants hold more than half the 
cultivated area (369,693 acres out of 605,121). 

FARu^mABAD also shows 64 per cent, of the whole cultivated 
area held by occupancy-tenants. And here the proportion 
varies locally, according as the present proprietors have taken 
a larger or smaller area into their own hands as ‘ sir ’ or as 
^kbudkasht.’ This may very often indicate that the present 
proprietor finding persons in ancient occupation, let them 
alone, and did not oust them for his own wants ; whereas in 
other cases, either the persons in previous occupation were 
feeble and of no pretensions, or else they did not occupy at all 
what the proprietor now has as ^ sir.’ 

In CAWifPORE the same thing is noticed : the largest propor- 
tion of occupancy-holdings is where the proprietors have not 
been obliged to take much land into their own hands : the 
highest average, however, in any pargana is 7 1 ’3 per cent, and 
the lowest (Sikandra) 5 1 *6. In the Kasulabdd pargana, where 
the area was large, it is said to have increased more than one- 
half in the twenty years preceding the report^. The general 
district percentage of the cultivated area held by occupancy- 
tenants is 62*4. 

In Fatihpub I find it said — ^ In no district of the province 
is a larger proportion of the land held by tenants with occu- 
pancy-rights than in Fatihpur.’ This satisfactory state of 
things is attributed by Mr. Patterson (the Settlement Oificer) 
to three causes^: — 

(1) Absence of great and powerful landlords ; 

(2) Tenants being of ancient possession and strong ; 

(3) Eevenue assessment has generally been high enough to 

prevent the existence of any margin by which rents 
could be enhanced. 

These tenancies are believed not to be the result of Act 

^ See Gazetteer, vol. iv. p. 83. pur), 352,605 acres out of 532,303 

® 8. i?., p. II, § 49, acres are so held. Board's liemew of 

2 Gazetteer^ vol, viii. p. 74 (Fatih- 8 . JR., p. 4, § ii. 
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X of 1859, but to represent the real ^old yeomen’ of tlie 
country \ 

In AllahabaDj 15*2 per cent, of the cultivated area is held 
by proprietors as ^sir’ — about 2*2 as rent-free (chiefly ^san- 
kalp ’ to Brahmans), 0*7 by tenants paying corn-rents, while of 
the remaining 82 per cent., occupancy-tenants (paying cash- 
rents) hold 71 per cent.^. 

On the whole — though, of course, no such remark can be 
made without exceptions — it would certainly seem that occu- 
pancy-tenants as they now are recorded are far from being an 
^ artificial ’ institution. Looking to the large number of estates 
(p. 116 et seq.) where a ^zamfnd^ri ’ tenure has been established, 
it would follow logically that a very large proportion of the 
land ought to be held by occupancy-tenants. And even where 
the area so held has increased, — and the twelve years’ rule 
has helped this result, — it is sometimes directly stated that 
the landlords have had no objection ; while it may be reason- 
ably argued, generally, that if there was any strong feeling 
abroad that such rights were not just, there would have been 
much more resistance and a slower growth of occupancy-rights 
than there has been. 

§ 13 . Districts east of the Ganges- 

The previous remarks apply to the districts of the Doab and 
Kohilkhand ; there remain the tracts bearing a somewhat 
special character, namely, those east of the Ganges — Gorakhpur 
and Bastf and the Bundelkhand districts — which present some 
not uninstructive and special features. 

Both Gobakhptjr and Basti illustrate what I have said 
about the difference in origin of dhaidchdrd and ^atUddri estates. 
Both these districts were originally old Hindu states with 
their Eajas’ demesne and their estates of chiefs ; and they 
exhibit, as usual in such cases, many instances of special grants 
{birts) made by the chiefs. The original inhabitants — Bhars 
and other low castes — were reduced to being tenants and, in 
some cases, little better than serfs. There are no great allot- 
ments of area here, where cultivating groups of clansmen — not 
chiefs, but commoners of the superior tribes — established the 
hhaidcMrd system. 


' S. iJ., Government Bmew, p. 3. 


S. S., p. 64, § 7. 
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The estates have miv become taluqdan or zamfndari and 
patti'dari, according as the overlord has established his position, 
or the grantees (birtya) have maintained theirs. An excellent 
account of the whole is to be found in the Ga0eUeer\ 

Throughout them, the tenants were so depressed that they 
had no idea, even in 1869, of claiming occupancy-right ; and 
many of them (i.e. the older classes of Bhars, Pasi's, &c.) had 
given way before the enterprising cultivators — Kurmfs, Oha- 
mars, &c., who came from the south seeking lands to cultivate. 
As usual, where the tenant is much depressed or too ignorant 
to resist, and too much indebted to have any independence, we 
find alwdb or illegal cesses submitted to. Fees on marriages, 
on building new houses, presents at harvest Ho secure good- 
will,’ penalties on selling grain to any one but the Zami'ndar 
(who doubtless is not the best person to sell to, since he 
demands seers of 96 tolas, and bighas of 24 hiswas, &c., in 
estimating his grain or the area of his share), were exacted. 

It is satisfactory to be able to read that the Kent Act has 
been distinctly beneficial ; that gradually the tenants are learn- 
ing to resist illegal demands : but of course indebtedness to 
money-lenders is not so easily overcome by any statutory 
provisions. The number of occupancy-tenants has increased to 
about one-third of the whole body. In the north of G-orakh- 
pur the climate is unhealthy, and tenants do not remain 
long enough to acquire occupancy-rights, at the same time the 
present rents being very high ; the ‘ batm ’ or rent in kind, 
with its many disadvantages, is also here locally preferable 
to a system of cash-rents, and it is common ^ In the south 
the advent of skilful cultivators has enabled the (universal) 
cash-rents to be raised. 

In BASTf it is expressly said ^ bhaiachara tenure is every- 
where unknown All the estates are either held by single 
or joint owners, or on ancestral shares, with a limited number 
of Hirt ’ estates— as elsewhere in Oudh^,-— and a few separate 


^ Yol. vi. pp. 396-403 and 404- 
408. 

^ Gazetteer, voL vi. p. 409. 

® Ihid., vol. ix. p. 669. 

^ The *j6wan-hirt/ or mainte- 
nance grant to cadets of the family ; 
the ^ marwat,^ or gi-ant to families 
of those slain in battle ; the ^ san- 
kalp,^ or religions grants ; and the 


* muqaddami-birt,* or headman’s 
grant for his service — ^analogous to 
the ‘ watan ’ lands of headmen in 
Central India j only that the head- 
man was here head of a tenant body 
so reduced and humble, that it is 
questionable whether the Urt in his 
case was anything like a ‘ proprie- 
tary’ grant. 
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plots held under the denomination of ’ar^zf, which have been 
already explained (p. 169, note). 

Cultivation here is mentioned as more frequently under- 
taken by the impoverished descendants of the greater families, 
who must now themselves cultivate or starve \ 

But the tenants were just in the same state as in Gorakhpur. 
Both there and in Basti, mention is made of terms which I 
have occasionally to use elsewhere — the superior families who 
owned all the land called themselves the ^ ashraf/ the gentry, 
and these formed, on multiplication, the landowning pattlddri 
villages. There is very little trace of the ^ republican ' village 
community. The figures are now somewhat varied, owing to 
the necessity for the subdivided proprietaiy holders taking to 
direct cultivation, and we have^ — 

Acres. 

Held by proprietors .... 320,561 

„ oecupancy-tenauts . . 230,821 

„ tenants-at>will . , . 544,447 

Total , . 1,095,829 


§ 14. The Bundelkhand Districts. 

In the BuxDEiiKHAND districts, we have to notice some 
curiosities in the way of tenancies rather than anything that 
is very important. 

In Banda, Mr. Cadell says that at the time of Settlement 
the land was held — about proprietors, x% by occupancy- 

tenants, and A by tenants-at-wilP, but that this was after- 
wards much modified, and tenants-at-will increased. At the 
Settlement all occupancy-rents were fixed, and, with the 
consent of the landowner, those of many tenants-at-will also. 


^ Das hal ka Rao j ath. hal ka 
Eana ; 

Char hal kd bara kisana. 

Do hal khet : ^k hal bari j 

Ek hal SG bhali, kudari. 

Ten ‘ ploughs ' is the holding of 
a R^o (Prxnce), eight of a i&na 
(Chief). Two ‘ploughs" make an 
ordinary field ; one (suffices for) a 
house site and garden ; but a patch 
to be worked with the hoe (kudari) 


is better (for the purpose) than a 
‘ plough." 

This local quatrain shows the 
idea of difierent-sized estates for 
the different ranks— Rao, Rana 
(chiefs), and the kisana (yeomen) ; 
and how natural it is to measure 
by ploughs. 

^ Gcmtteer, above quoted, p. 685. 

2 S. B.J p. 245, § 272. 
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In this district we find the ^jam’ai tenant’ alladed to at 
page I '70. In the large hJiaidcJimd colonies, tenants were freely 
taken in ■ at the founding,’ and being so, were acknowledged as 
entitled to equal favour with the co-sharers in everything but 
the actual proprietary position h Eeally, these tenants paying 
only at revenue-rates, are as much ‘ fixed-rate tenants ’ as those 
acknowdedged by law in permanently- settled districts. 

The nature of cultivation is such in this district, that allow- 
ance for fallow — which means that the same fields cannot be 
tilled vear after year — must be made. And this may raise 
some difficulty in connection with the conlanious holding of an 
occupancy-tenure. In the Panjab, Bengal, and Central Pro- 
vinces laws, it is distinctly acknowledged that a holding on the 
same terms and of the same general area under the landlord 
may be, for legal purposes, ^ continuous ’ holding, though the 
same individual fields be not held ; but this is not provided in 
Act XII of 188 r. 

The old Eent Law (Act X of 1859) was not in force in 
Jalaun, Lalitpur, or Jhansi, but the later Act of 1881 was 
extended ; circumstances did not then necessitate the ex- 
emption. 

In JalaujST, no statistics are given as to occupancy-tenants ; 
but it is noted ^ that there were practically no disputes about 
rents. 

In Jhaxsi the state of things left by the Marathas resulted 
in unfortunate decisions at our first Settlements regarding pro- 
prietary rights. The remedial measures that were adopted, to 
some extent succeeded ; and this is the reason, perhaps, why 
there are in this district a number of tenants at fixed rates, 
w^ho under a better system, would have been * proiDiietors of 
their holdings.’ The necessity for falloiv has led to the prac- 
tice of arranging tho tenants' holdings so as to include waste ; 
the requisite rotation of crop and fallow can then he followed ; 
sometimes the holdings include areas of grass-land (rund), and 
include the mahwa (or mohwa) trees on ii\ For such hold- 
ings a lump-rent (thansa or tanka) is paid, and in the case of 

^ S. K, p. 42, § 39. grown, aro collected and dried, 

- Gazetieer^ vol. i p. 226. and form an impoitant article of 

** The mahwa (or mohwa) tree, food. Unfortunately, perhaps, these 

Bassui latifoha, is, throughout Bun- floweis arc also capable of beingused 

delkhand and Central India, a for distilling spirit — a tact which 

valuable property the large, fleshy- has led to some cxci&o troubles in 

leaved flowers, falling wlien fully Western India. 
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one class, it is Iiot liable to enbancement (for tbe period of 
Settlement). In another class it is a lump-rent, but liable 
to enbancement. The proportions of holdings are stated to 
be' 


By proprietors . 

By tenants at fixed rates . 
By lump-rents not fixed . 
By tenants-at-will . 


41*8 per cent. 
14*01 „ 

136 „ 

30-5 


The lump-rents are not fixed on any area, but on a general 
estimate of the capabilities of the holding as a whole, including 
its irrigation advantages. 

We notice the same custom in Lalitpub, where the hold- 
ings were considered and rated every two or three years 
after an examination of the crops -—a process spoken of as 
Mekha-bhah’ (seeing the welfare). The Act X of 1859 did 
not apply; but rules were made in 1863 regarding enhance- 
ment, which served every purpose. Now, the general rent- 
law (Act XII of 1881) is in force. The people had their 
own custom of recognizing hereditary holdings. At the early 
Settlements it was noted that some tenants did not wish to 
be recorded as ^hereditary,’ — either to please the landlord, 
or under an idea that, as tenants-at-will, they could make 
better terms ^ 

The rent-rates are described by terms which recall the days 
when revenue was heavy, and tenants and sharing proprietors 
had to pay alike. Thus we hear of the ‘ dharbandf ’ and ^ nar- 
wadhar’ — the latter term being interesting as connecting us 
with the ^narwa’ villages of G-uzarat in Bombay. They all 
point to an equal distribution of the burden by a rate on the 
crops or soil. 


^ Gazetteer, vol. i. p. 281. 

^ Gazetteer, vol. i p. 341. It must 
be remembered that the resident 
hereditary tenant does not always 
get easier terms than the tenant-at- 
will. He often holds the best land ; 
but he has a hereditary love of his 
land, and the harsh landlord can 
press him more before he will give 


up ; while the tenant-at-will — ^with 
no such ties — will, if things are not 
made pleasant for him, give up and 
go. In Lalitpur we hear that the 
‘pahikasht' paid one-fourth less 
than the resident cultivator (who 
was really the old village-eo-sharer) 
and escaped any extras. 
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§ 15. General Remarks on the Province as regards 
Tenancies. 

Taking the averages of the whole province, the following 
figures ^ are given as to the percentage of cultivated land 
occupied by the different classes : — 

By proprietors as sir . . . i6'o per cent. 

„ ,, but not as sir . 8'o „ 

Privileged tenants . . . I’o „ 

Oecnpaney-tenants . . . 36*5 ,, 

Tenants-at-will .... 38*5 „ 


In tenancies all over the North-Western Provinces, cash- 
rents are now the rule. Grain-rents are noted in the 
Settlement Eeports almost exclusively in the Upper Dod.b, 
and in the drier tracts west of the Jamna, and perhaps in 
the more northern parts of the province. Generally speak- 
ing, corn-rents are confined either to those districts, or 
parts of districts, where the peculiarity of climate and soil 
renders such a plan suitable ; or where the tract and its 
population are backward and have clung by custom to the 
older order of things ; or where the tenantry are reduced 
and depressed, and the landlords keep up the grain-rent 
because they get more out of it. Very often grain-rents 
are taken where the crop is precarious — that saves all 
trouble about remissions and failures to pay. If there is 
no crop, the tenant cannot pay ; if there is a bumper crop, 
the landlord benefits, especially as, being a man of some 
means, he is not obliged to sell his abundant share at 
once, but can store it, and so pass over the period of 
cheap prices which is likely to accompany a season of fat 
harvests. 

Very often two or more of these causes will combine. 
Local and climatic circumstances are in favour of rents in 
kind, to begin with ; and then also the people have been 
depressed, and the landlord's influence keeps up the 
grain-rent. 


^ Administmkon B&pmt, 1882 83, p. 41. 
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Grain-rents are nearly always accompanied by cash-rates 
(zabti) charged on certain kinds of produce, such as opium, 
cotton, vegetables;, and sugarcane, which are not so easily 
divided (see VoL L Chap. V. p. 273, 4). 

Whenever rents in kind are taken, the same rules apply ; 
the principle is either ‘ batai,’ division of the grain-heap — 
sometimes two parts to the landlord and three to the 
tenant^ sometimes half-and-half, sometimes less. In a few 
cases an area is set apart to yield the landlord s share. 
Sometimes ‘ appraisement ’ of the standing crop is resorted 
to; the hcmiyd (or appraiser) estimates — and often with 
surprising accuracy ; if this is agreed to, then the crop 
is cut and the weight fixed by the estimate handed 
over^. 

The system has both its advantages and disadvantages ; 
and the wise rule has been not io force commutation. Nor 
does the rent-law contain any provisions. When circum- 
stances are ripe, the parties will perhaps agree ; and land- 
lords may find it better, in order to keep good tenants, to 
adopt cash-payments. It is no doubt the case that where 
the landlords are powerful and grain-rents common, there 
also we find petty exaction resorted to — making the higlid 
for the landlord big, and the str larger than usual,— exacting 
extras in the shape of ‘ khdkfana ’ or allowance for dust in 
the grain, and so forth. But these things can only be 
rectified by the progress of education and independence in 
the tenants. They cannot be altered by rules. 

It is curious that rents in kind are often taken on irri- 
gated crops — which indicates that the irrigation may fail, 
and no crop at all be gathered if it does 

But precariousness is not always the cause of grain-rents. 
It is curious that in Banda, where, though much of the soil 

^ The estimating is called * kan- from heat and looks poor. The 
kut/ The time of taking the ap- fairest time is the evening, when 
praising view is important. The the crop is not subject to any 
landlord prefers the (early) morning deceitful appearances. {BuddonS. R., 
when the crop is heavy with dew, Section 163 .) 
the sun shining on it, and it looks ^ The reader will remember that 
well The tenant prefers the mid- this is the ordinary rule in Madras, 
day, when the crop is dropping 
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is fertile, the vicissitudes of season are remarkable, grain- 
rents were not. oven in 1815. at all coimuon 

The way in which grain-rents change into cash -rents 
cannot always bo followed out. But it may be surmised 
that a common source of change was the practice of ap- 
praisement. "When the Aaluer looked at the crop and 
pronounced that the total yield would bo so many 
maunds, and therefore that the landlord’s share was 
so much, it became the practice to pay him orer this 
weight, not in kind but in its cash value, at current 
prices. ^ After a few years of valuation, the fixed money- 
rent, equal to the average ascertained proceeds, was de- 
termined on by agreement between the landlords and 
the cultivators-.’ 

When cash-rents arc charged, they arc still largely 
regulated by custom, and affected by the caste of the ten- 
ants. Eises and falls in do not by an^^ means 

regularly affect rents, as they would in a pure system of 
competition rent. In a recent inquiry held regarding a 
proposal of the Government of India in i88a to simplify all 
new (revision) Settlements, by raising the assessment on 
the sole ground of a rise in prices, the uaianimous opinion 
in the North-Western Provinces was that, as the rental was 
the basis for calculating 'assets ’ (50 per cent, of which re- 
presents the Government revenue), the proposal was im- 
possible, as market prices did not generally affect rents, 
except at long internals, and only partial!}'. 

Eents are still fixed at customary rales, to some extent 
derived from former assessment rates j)aid to Go^'e^n- 
ment. Earely they are crop-rates — so much charged on 
a more valuable, and so much less on an inferior, crop. 
Often they are soil-i’ates, oftener still lump-rents, agreed to 
on an internal feeling of suitabilit}^ to the advantag^cs of an 
individual field, or similarly to an entire holding or lot of a 
few acres, held by the tenant. 

^ Band ft S. Z?., p. 43. § 41. 

^ AdnunLbU'aHoiLlitjXii^j 1882-3, pp. 39 find 40. 

O 
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The ayerage rents paid^p^r acre in the different 
of the North-Western Provinces are thus given ^ ; — 



Occupancy- 

tenants. 

Tenants-at-will. 

Meerut 

R. a p. 

420 

R. a. p. 

4 II 9 

Agra 

416 

4 4 4 

Rohilkhand .... 

3 II s 

3 5 I 

AlUh^bad .... 

440 

382 

Benares 

3 8 10 

310 

Jhansi 

3 I I 

287 

TarM country .... 

2 0 10 

318 


These rates are all considerably lower than in Oudh, where 
the largest class — tenants-at-will — pay E. 5-8-0 on an aver- 
age per acre. 

^ Administration Repo'itf 1882-83, p. 41. This excludes the permanently- 
settled districts. 
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THE OUDH LAm-SYSTEM^ 


At this point we must leave the North-Western Provinces 
and turn to the Province of Oudh. The Settlement system^ 
though the same in principle, is in detail a separate one, 
owing to the existence of Taluqdar landlords. For the 
same reason, the land-tenures — though of course possessing 
much in common with the North-Western Provinces, espe- 
cially as regards the village-tenures—must be separately 
described. 

After that, we can return to a final chapter dealing 
with both provinces jointly. 

This chapter on Oudh is divided into two parts — one of 


^ The chief authorities for Oudh 
(repeatedly referred to), are — 

The Settlement Reports (quoted as 
S, R, with the district name 
added). 

Col. G. E Erskine's Digest of Cir- 
culms, 1871 (quoted as Digest). 
A number of these circulars are 
now repealed or obsolete, but there 
is a mass of historical information, 
in Part V. especially. 

Oudh Revenue Manual, or Collection of 
Goiernment Orders and Circulars, Ee- 
vised Edition, 1885, vol. i. (Vol. ii. 
is in course of issue ) 

Administration Reports, North-Wesl- 
m% Piovinces and Oudh (those for 
1872-73 and 1882-83). 

Sykes'' Compendium of Oudh Taluk- 
ddriLaw. Calcutta (Thacker, Spink, 
& Co.) and London (Eeeyes and Tur- 
ner), 1885. This work contains 
references to a number of works, 
including the late Sir R, (then Mr.) 


Montgomery’s valuable Report on 
Oudh, 1859 (reprinted as a parlia- 
mentary blue bookb 

Colonel Macandrew on Revenue 
Matters in Oudh Calcutta, 1876. 

Mr. Carnegy (of Pj izabad). Notes 
on Tenmes m Upper India. London 
(Triibner, 1874). 

Act XVII of 1876, Land- Revenue 
Act. 

Act XXII of 1886, Rent Act. 

Act I of 1869 amended by X of 
1885), Oudh Estates Act. 

Act XXVI of 1866, Sub-Settle- 
ment Act. 

Gazetteer of the Province of Oudh, 3 
vols., 1877. (Government Press, 
Lucknow.) 

A Journey through the Kingdom of 
Oudh, 1849-50. Major-Gcneial Sir 
W. H. Sleeman, &c 2 vols. Lon- 
don : Bentley (1858). 

Elliott’s Chrmides of Unao. 
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which deals with the Tenures^ the other with such of the 
features of Settlement as are peculiar to Oudh. 

The ordinary Revenue business and procedure, including 
the functions of district officers, of subdivisional officers, of 
village headmen, patwans, and other village-servants, are 
not sufficiently distinctive to require separate chapters. 
The Chapter IV of this ‘ Book ’ — on Revenue business and 
procedure — is therefore general, i. e. for both the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh, the necessary distinction 
being preserved by references to the Oudh authorities. 


PART I—THE LAND-TENURES OF OUDH. 
Section L— -The Distinctive Features of the Province. 

§ I. Climate and Population. 

To those who wish to form a general idea of the Oudh ^ 
soil, climate, crops, and population, before studying its 
tenures and its revenue-administration, I would recommend 
a perusal of the graphic, but practical and instructive, pages 
with which Mr. W. 0 . Benett has opened the Oudh 
Gazetteer. 

The only points that I have space to note are, that Oudh 
has a very fertile soil and is well irrigated. A somewhat 
variable rainfall, averaging forty inches in the year (which, 
however, occasionally falls in ill-timed abundance), secures 
agriculture ; and there are numerous rivers and lakes. The 
forest country is chiefly in a belt along the north, and here 
is good grazing-ground for the numerous herds of small, 
hardy cattle with which the Oudh districts abound. But 
groves and topes of mango and other trees are everywhere 
a feature in the landscape. The area is fortunately nearly 
all culturable, only the small proportion of 6 per cent, 
being otherwise; fortunately, as we may well say, — ^for 
otherwise the province would ill support, on its 2^3,390 

^ I adopt the Anglicised form of ly* it is ^ Awadh/ the modern form 
the name of this proyince. Proper- of the old Ayodhyd. 
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square miles, a population of over eleven millions — giving 
an average of 476 persons to the square mileh Of these, 
nine-tenths are Hindus. Fifty-eight per cent, of the entire 
population are returned as agriculturists, hut this is said to 
he very much under the mark, because large numbers of 
castes live partly by agriculture. 

The Oudh districts enjoy what I may call a succession of 
harvests. Besides the harvest of rice, maize, and millets, 
ripening in September, and eveiywhere called kharif, and 
that (chiefly wheat, barley, ^ gram ’ (Cicer arietimem), and 
oil-seeds) ripening at the beginning of the hot season, and 
called the oxtM', there is in some districts an intermediate 
harvest, locally known as heinvat or dgUani, This is cut 
in December. It consists of the finer kinds of rice and a 
valuable oil-seed^, laid — a kind of mustard or ^ colza,’ with 
a remarkably large yield of oil. 

Sugarcane, everywhere an important crop, does not fall 
in with any general harvest, as, laid down in March, it is 
not ripe till the following February. 

These are only the principal crops out of a great variety 
of produce, including vegetables and melons, which appear 
at other seasons, almost all the year round. 

I may mention that the reader of Oudh Settlement 
Reports will find that difierent parts of Oudh present 
difierent institutions, and show common features ; for in- 
stance, we may distinguish as ‘ North Oudh ’ the districts 
underlying the Nepal frontier, viz. Kheri, a part of Bah- 
raich, and Sitapur. The districts " east of the Ghagra ’ 
present some features common in Bahraich and Gonda. 

1 ‘ South Oudh,’ again, includes Unao, Eai-Eareli, Partab- 
I garh, Sultanpur, and Faizabad. 

^ This average is the more re- towns in Oudli of even moderate 
markable, as there are no large size. The people are thoiefore ‘pro- 
towns with a densely-packed manu- vided with food entirely from the 
facturing population to swell the soil on which they live, and are 
average as it docs in Belgium (400 compelled to expoit food clsowliere 
to the square mile) and Groat to procure the oth(ir iiocessaiies of 
Britain (355 to the square mile). life.' {Gazetieet, Chapter ii.) 
Lucknow and Faizabad are the only 
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§ 2. Administrative History. 

The Province of Oudh, like the Panjab and the Central 
Provinces, was not acquired, and its land-revenue adminis- 
tration did not begin, till a date when the principles of 
revenue-administration were fairly well established. It 
consequently escaped the experimental stages which the 
North-Western Provinces went through, including the 
revenue-farming system ; and it had no experience of diffi- 
culties arising out of the practice of the law of sale for 
arrears of revenue ; matters which so largely affected the 
tenures of the country — affected them, that is, in a new way 
— made changes over and above those which had come 
about in the course of the preceding eventful and 
disturbed periods over which we and our systems had no 
control. 

The troubles of Oudh were of another kind ; they arose 
out of a particular policy which was laid down in 1 8 56, but 
which was rudely disturbed, and indeed swept away, by 
the mutiny of 1857. When, after the re-establishment of 
British authority in 1858, a new departure was made, a 
policy was declared, and the Government issued a procla- 
mation, by which all estates were confiscated (except those 
of certain loyal landlords) ; but in the same breath almost, 
the lands were re-conferred on the Taluqdars as pro- 
prietors. This gave rise to much difference of opinion. 
The whole controversy was, however, very much one of 
words from the first. It turned upon three points : (i) what 
was the real state of the land-tenures ; whether there were 
surviving village communities which could be called pro- 
prietary bodies ' or not ; (2) what was the real position of 
the local chiefs called Taluqdars; and (3) whether Lord 
Canning’s proclamation in 1858 was wise under any 
circumstances. 

As regards the third point, I have never, for my own 
part, been able to discover what was wrong in Lord Can- 
ning’s proclamation, or how it was possible to effect any real 
good in the necessary work of defining and placing land- 
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tenures on a legal basis without taking the rebellion as 
fully justifying a formal confiscation of existing estates — 
undefined, and indeed undefinable as they were — and so 
far declaring a ‘ tabula rasa ' as to enable a fresh start to 
be made on a reasonable basis. 

That was the object of the confiscation ; at the same time, 
of course, it was desirable to hold out promises of liberal 
treatment to all who submitted at once ; recognizing, as in 
justice we were bound to do, that the action of the Taluq- 
dars was very difierent from the rebellion of subjects who 
had been for some generations under British rule. How 
this declaration of legal confiscation, coupled with a promise 
of restoration to those who at once submitted, could be 
considered as weak or impolitic, I confess myself at a loss 
to understand. 

As regards the first point, — whether there were pro- 
prietary village communities which ought to have been 
directly acknowledged and settled with as the immediate 
owners of the soil — it may be briefly remarked that the 
proposition may be affirmed in one sense and denied in 
another. Those who advocated village Settlements forgot 
the degree to which Taluqdars had grown up over groups 
of villages; those on the other hand who advocated the 
rights of Taluqdars, were apt to forget that even the old 
Aryan villages, in which no immediate (village) landlord 
class existed, still had individual rights over their holdings, 
while proprietary bodies undoubtedly existed in very many 
villages. 

That the original and ^ancient’ village-estates, where 
these had become integral parts of taluqas, had lost all 
semblance of a really independent position, may well be 
affirmed ; and it may also be affirmed that in the days of 
old, under the Hindu Eajas, the landholders in villages were 
always held to have (practically proprietary) rights in the 
soil. Not only so, but many villages had (as we shall after- 

^ Those who desire to see the dicatioii of his conduct, will see it 
ease on both sides, and Lord Can- in Sykes" CompeTidium of Oudh Taluk- 
ning"s own calm and dignified vin- dari Law, p. 38 et seq[. 
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wards see) come into the possession of grantees, and powerful 
men of all classes, some of them younger sons and relations 
of the old kings ; and these descendants formed, in the 
•village, a class which it would be difficult in modern times 
to call anything else than landlords. How far the super- 
vening authority of the Taluqdar, in the process of time, 
reduced or levelled down these rights, is a question of fact ; 
as might naturally be supposed^ the process had not gone 
to the same length in all cases. Any wholesale denial of 
village rights, or, on the other hand, wholesale denial of the 
Taluqdar’s virtual position, would be equally far removed 
from a just appreciation of the facts 

Where we find that the Taluqdar had really grown into 
a ‘ proprietor,’ it was, of course, under the influence of 
circumstances which enabled him to absorb in his own 
person, the various rights which had formerly been enjoyed 
by the villages. And, as regards this fact, the degree of 
‘ absorption ’ differs. In some it is complete ; the whole of 
the villagers, whatever they once were, are now ' tenants,’ 
with or without some occupancy-rights. In others, in- 
dividuals have either retained ancient rights in particular 
plots, or have obtained grants from the Taluqdar himself, 
limiting his own power and giving them certain rights. Or, 
in some cases, they may have been able (in subordination 
to the Taluqdar) to retain the entire management (to hold 
^ pakka/ as it was called in the days of the Oudh king- 
dom, or ‘ pukhtadari,’ as it is called in our own revenue 
language). 

In one sense, therefore, it was quite impossible to say that 
village-proprietary bodies did not exist. On the other 
hand, all villages were certainly not in a position to be 
settled with as independent. In 1 856, there was, perhaps, 
a too great disposition— following the policy of the Horth- 


^ I am aware that so able a writer 
as M. de Lavaleye has pronounced 
against the Taluqdar's rights, hut I 
am convinced that his opinion is 
based on an insufficient acquaint- 
ance with the real facts of the 


growth of the Taluqdars. It is the 
practical position attained, at a 
given time, not any theory of origin, 
however true, that must guide a 
government in its Settlement policy. 
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Western Provinces — to magnify the actual right of village 
cultivators generally, and to ignore the extent to which the 
Taluqdars had de facto become proprietors. 

There was also an element of error in the orders of the 
Government of 1 856 — namely, that of supposing that the 
circumstances of Oudh were the same as the North-Western 
Provinces, and so ignoring the effect of different historical 
antecedents 

It is, however, of little real consequence what were the 
merits of the orders passed in 1856, for, whatever the in- 
tention was, the fact remains that even then^ the position of 
many of the Taluqd^r-Rajas (and others not Eajas who had 
attained the same position in the Oudh State) was such, 
that they were not, in fact, and could not be, put aside ;^ut 
of ^^3,543 villages, we find 13,640 settled with Taluqdars 
in 1856, and only 9903 settled with the village ‘pro- 
prietors 

As regards the second point in the controversy — the 
position of the Taluqddrs — this turned a good deal on the 
question whether the majority of those existing in 1856 
were really the old Raj£s — accepted by their people and 


^ The orders for the first Settle- 
ment, which it is now of no import- 
ance to recall, can he seen in Mr. 
Sykes* Compendium of Oudh Taluqdan 
Law, p. 14. Mr. Sykes speaks of 
the Oudh tenures as being a ^ sub- 
ject of insurmountable difficulty.* 
I do not know what grounds he 
has for saying so. Most Indian 
tenures are difficult, but I should 
be inclined to say that Oudh ten- 
ures have been rather better studied, 
and are to the full as intelligible, 
as those of any given part of India. 
As to his idea that valuable ma- 
terials which once existed perished 
in the Mutiny, there is not the 
slightest foundation for it. The abor- 
tive Settlement of 1856 was a sum- 
mary Settlement, i. e. — it w’^as not 
to make a detailed record of rights 
but to assess the revenue for a short 
term preparatory to a complete 
Settlement. Mr. (afterwards Sir 
K.) Montgomery’s report on Oudh, 


1859, refers to the total destruction 
of the records which, no doubt, were 
full of information as to accounts and 
assessment details ; but there is not the 
least reason to think there was much, 
if any, irrecoverable information 
about tenwGS. It is strange that it 
did not occur to Mr. Sykes that as 
all the officers who made the brief 
inquiries between March 1856 and 
the outbreak of the Mutiny in the 
following year, were not killed, if 
they had accumulated stores of 
knowledge about tmures, surely some 
of them would, from recollection 
or private notes, have reproduced 
the substance of what they knew. 

^ See the authorities quoted by 
Mr. Sykes, note, p. 28. The Chief 
Commissioner, in a letter of 17th 
October, 1859, remarked that the 
old Settlement had been nearly as 
much Taluqdan as that made after 
1858. 
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having an assured position as of ancient standing, or were, 
in any large proportion, Oudh officials and parvenu tax- 
farmers who had no great claims to consideration And 
this point was argued, not merely on the only ground that 
was reasonable — namely, the results of an actual inquiry 
into the position of each Taluqd^r who claimed Settle- 
ment, and into the real history of the villages — how far 
they were his by fair means, or long prescription at any 
rate, and how far they ought to be independent, — but on 
general grounds, and largely on inferences drawn from the 
conduct of the people who, at the Mutiny, returned to their 
old allegiance and paid revenue to the Taluqdars. "^The 
fact was that the villagers did so return ; no doubt this 
result may have been due to real attachment and to habits of 
loyalty ingrained by custom ; on the other hand, it is just as 
likely to have been due to the fact that the Taluqdars were 
there, ^ backed by ample force ; and in the anarchy which 
temporarily prevailed, the people had no other resource but 
to return to their allegiance.’ 

Whatever may be thought of the policy pursued, it is 
quite ceiiain that when the new Settlement was made, care 
was taken to preserve the rights of all parties, and there is 
scant reason to think that either the Settlements have 
wrought any evil, or were practically wrong in prin- 
ciple 


§ 3. The Subjects of Study in Oudh Tenures. 

At any rate, we need not deal any further with matters 
of paper controversy, but may pass at once to consider the 


^ In 1858 Lord Canning wrote — 
‘ The majority are men distinguish- 
ed neither by birth, good service or 
connection with the soil, who, hav- 
ing held office under the Native 
G-overnment as Nazims or Chakla- 
dto (these terms will be explained 
presently) or having farmed the 
revenues of extensive tracts .... 
had abused the authority,' &e. But 
this is 'far too sweeping a state- 
ment. 


^ As Sir Robert Montgomery 
wrote in his Re;port of 1859 369), 

‘ Whatever be the abstract idea of 
justice, whatever the principle we 
might have wished to see carried 
out regarding the tenure of the soil, 
the fact remains^ important and in- 
controvertible, that the superiority 
and influence of these Taluqdto 
form a necessary element in the 
social constitution of the provinces.^ 
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land-tenures as they now are — a study which will naturally 
divide itself into three subjects: (i) the origin and gTowth 
and present status of Taluqdars ; (2) what was the actual 
condition of the village bodies which formed the units of 
which the ‘taluqa' estate was made up; and (3) what was 
the condition of the lowest stratum of actual cultivators in 
the villages (tenants). 

It is only necessary to premise that as the Settlement was, 
in the great majority of cases, made with the Taluqdars, this 
fact forms the distinguishing feature of the Oudh Settle- 
ments. In the North-Western Provinces, as we have seen, 
persons holding a superior position in the nature of a taluq- 
dari, were only exceptionally settled with ; more often they 
were granted a cash allowance and certain privileges, while 
the Settlement was direct with the villages. In Oudh, 
Taluqdars were always settled with wherever their claims 
were apparent. Hence the Oudh Settlement is spoken of 
as the TALUQDAEt Settlement. Of course, where the 
villages were not, and perhaps had never been, included in 
any taluqa, the Settlement was with the proprietors, just 
as in any ordinary North-Western district. 

§ 4. PreliminaTies of the Land-Settlement 

As a further preliminary matter, I may here dispose of 
the brief details which are necessary, as to the dates and 
duration of the existing Settlements. Going back for a 
moment to what has already been stated — Oudh was an- 
nexed in February 1856. The intention was to make a 
summary Settlement for three years. The Mutiny super- 
vened, and the work done perished. The war ended ; all 
lands were confiscated by proclamation in 1858 \ with the 
exception of the estates of six (reduced to five) loyal Taluq- 
dars, whose estates were added to and confirmed, and their 
assessment made permanent. The confiscation of the other 
estates was really only intended to afford a new basis, and 
to give free scope to a proper Settlement of all classes of 

^ See the text of the proclamation in Appendix B to Mr. Sykes’ book. 
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rights ; and notices wei’e issued promising the restoration 
of estates to all who, not being concerned in murders, 
offered submission promptly, and obeyed the orders to 
disarm and dismantle their forts. Only a few estates were 
absolutely confiscated, and these were conferred by Govern- 
ment on deserving chiefs. 

The first regvZar assessment was commenced in i860, 
and completed from thirteen to eighteen years later. 
These Settlements are still in force. 

We may at once proceed to consider the three subjects of 
our study, as above enumerated ; after which a section will 
be devoted to the procedure followed in making the Oudh 
Settlements, noting the points of practice and the method 
of assessment wherever they differ from the practice or 
system of the North-Western Provinces. 


Section II— The TalxjqdIki Tenxjee. 

§ 5* Natiire of the Taluqddr^s Estate. 

To make it clear what a Taluqdd^r is, and what is the 
nature of his estate, as now recognized by law, we must take 
a brief retrospective glance at the history of Oudh. 

Without going into the details of ancient histoiy, it is 
enough to start with the fact, already stated more than 
once, that the Oudh districts had been the seat of a number 
of Hindu Rajas’ dominions. These had varied in number 
and extent ; being sometimes broken up by feuds and by 
family quarrels — ^members of the family setting up their 
estates as independent. In rarer cases, even a foreigner 
obtained the Raj by conquest. 

In the simplest form of society, the Raj 4 ruled over a 
number of village bodies, in which the separate cultivators 
were all equal. As Mr. Benett puts it, they formed a 
‘ community * only in the sense that they were grouped 
together under the same conditions of life, and were repre- 
sented by a common headman. The Rdj£ took his grain- 
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share from each village, besides levying transit dues, ferry- 
fees, tax on forest-produce, tolls on arts and trades, and 
other ^ manorial ’ dues, including a right to dispose of the 
waste for extension of cultivation or founding of new 
villages. But frequently there were powerful indivi- 
duals or families who exercised within the village, what 
were in fact the same ^ 2 :amlnd^n’ privileges as the Kaja 
exercised over his State generally. According to their 
position, they either paid nothing to the Eaja (except con- 
tributions in time of necessity) or paid a portion of the 
grain-share. 

And then, in later times, the Raja would, by 'birf or 
grant, give (or rather sell) similar privileges to certain 
persons. Thus varieties arose in the tenure of villages, 
and the variety resulted in differences from a revenue- 
collecting point of view. 

§ 6. Change effected hy the Muhammadan Conquest, 

When the Muhammadan Government supervened, it was 
desirous of getting hold of the ‘ zaminddri,’ i. e. the land- 
lord’s or the Eajd^’s grain-share, and some of the other 
dues, as well as the right over the waste. It cared nothing 
for the administration of justice, for tolls and various other 
charges, which we should think the most essential attributes 
of the Government power and at once assume control of. 
Even when the Muhammadan Government managed its 
revenue collections direct, the Eajas were left in their own 
states (become parganas of the new administration) to ad- 
minister justice and collect their own manorial dues. But 
it was not an easy task to effect even this. The E^jas were 
not satisfied to give up the main source of their revenue 
and remain contented with the dignity and the less lucra- 
tive sources of income : and though not strong enough to 
resist altogether, they were able (and very willing) to give 
a great deal of trouble. And, even if this resistance was 
overcome, there were powerful ^zamindarl’ families in 
many villages also to be reckoned with. 
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^Tlie difficulties/ says Mr. Benett^, ^in the way of the col- 
lection of the revenue direct, were really enormous. The Eajas 
could hardly he expected to see the Nazim’s (Muhammadan 
governor’s) soldiers realizing what they considered their own 
rights, without offering resistance whenever an opportunity 
presented itself, and went frequently into armed revolt : the 
numerous and warlike bodies of village ^aminddrs found their 
not very adequate means of subsistence cut away from them, 
and could only be induced to pay the sums at which their vil- 
lages were assessed, by constant compulsion, which they some 
times resented by throwing the villages entirely out of cultiva- 
tion, and leaving nothing at all which could be sent to Lucknow.’ 

Naturally, then, the idea suggested itself, to make the 
Raja an agent for collecting the village revenues, demand- 
ing only a certain sum, which he was to pass on to the 
treasury. This was a heavy sacrifice of revenue, and so 
the most vigorous of the Muhammadan rulers did not adopt 
it as a general plan ; but the weaker ones did, and probably 
at all times it was adopted to some extent. In fact, the 
history of Oudh before annexation, largely consists (from a 
revenue-point of view) of alternations between attempts of 
the State to collect the revenues direct, and having recourse 
to collections through Eajds and others under the denomina- 
tion of Taluqdara. 

§ 7. Formation of Taluqas- 

Let us see how the groups of territory which formed 
the taluqas took shape, and how the ' Taluqd^rs ’ actually 
acquired ‘ estates.’ 

That this plan of collecting revenue, and at the same 
time conciliating the Rdjds, should have been adopted, is 
not surprising. The kingdom of Oudh was so insecure 
from the Eohillas, and, in later times, the Mar^thas, not to 
mention the turbulent landlord communities within, that, 
in 1801, we know, the rulers felt unable to hold on without 
the aid of a regular British force, to subsidize which they 

^ S* B,, Gonda, § 93. Tlie whole passage, pp. 53-57, is well worth perusal. 
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‘ceded’ the Doab districts of the North-Western Provinces, 
forming in fact a belt of country all round Oudh, on the 
east, south, and west, as a glance at the map prefixed to 
this ‘ Book ’ will show. 

The old Rajas, however, did not survive, even in their 
limited dominions, intact. The effect of mutual jealousies, 
family feuds, and so forth, was to break up the old ‘ Raj ’ 
territories into subdivisions or smaller groups, so that in 
the end the actual taluqa estates were by no means con- 
terminous with the former Hindu (Rajput) kingdoms. 

‘ One of the principal results of the strong government ’ 
(of the Oudh kingdom in its best days), writes Mr. Benett, 
‘was that the younger branches of the ruling houses almost 
invariably cast off their allegiance to the head of the clan, 
and when we again find the Hindu element assert its pre- 
dominance (as the Taluqdars of the later kingdom) the ancient 
Rajas have yielded the leadership to the most able and 
vigorous among the cadets, the small States have been split 
up into a number of still smaller baronies, which formed the 
basis on which the present talugas are founded.’ 

And then came the last act in the drama — ^the suppoit of 
the decaying Oudh kingdom by British bayonets : that was 
the time when, under the pressure of well-meant but erro- 
neous advice from head-quarters, the attempt was made to 
get rid of the representatives of the Hindu Raj^, and sub- 
stitute direct management of nazims or chaklad^rs. ‘ In 
single instances,’ says Mr. Benett, ‘all over the country, 
the result was gained ; and there is hardly a Raj — perhaps 
not one in the whole province — ^which was not at one time 
or another held by Government officials dealing directly 
with the tenants, while its (Hindu) chief was in flight.’ 
But such attempts to upset the natural development of 
institutions end in failure, and ‘there is perhaps hardly a 
case where the chieftain did not return, after a disposses- 
sion of a few years, and recover, if not his whole property, 
at any rate a large number of his villages.’ Still, the result 
of all these changes was materially to alter the limits of 
the old jurisdictions. 
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§ 8. Illustration from the old Gondd Bdf 

Mr. Benett illustrates tlie transformation of the Hindu 
Baj into the later taluqa by the example of the old Gonda 
kingdom. I should like to quote the graphic account as it 
stands, but space compels me to state more in abstract, 
what happened. 

The kingdom of Gonda was one of those which, on the 
establishment of Muslim supremacy by Sa'adat ’Ali Khan, 
was maintained so far intact that Eaja Datt Singh accepted 
a ' sanad ^ and agreed to pay a tribute. His estate then 
covered an area of about twelve hundred square miles. 
But about the close of the last century, the then Raja 
(Siva Par shad Singh) was in revolt, and was defeated and 
slain, in battle with the Lucknow forces under a British 
oflBcer. His heir was a boy, ten years of age, under the 
guardianship of his uncle, Hindupat Singh. In the State, a 
banker, named Chain Pande, was one of the principal 
emjployds. He died, and his three sons remained — ever 
watchful of the interests of the young Raja. They dis- 
covered that the guardian had plotted to murder the boy 
and seize the inheritance ; accordingly they averted the 
calamity by the Oriental method of murdering the guardian 
and his children, instead. Taking this as a pretext, the 
Oudh Government thereon seized the principality and took 
the boy-heir prisoner. The estate was then made over to 
one of the Oudh Begams^, whose officers proceeded to 
collect the revenues. The villagers, however, naturally 
cherished the memory of their Raja, and the rulers of the 
time came to find it their interest to restore him. The 
result was that he got back his estate, but only part of what 
it once had been ; while (not unnaturally) the descendants of 
Chain P^nde, the Brahman banker, by the influence of their 
high caste and the service they rendered, got another por- 
tion. Thus arose two estates, which became ‘ taluqas 
the R^j£ s of some Brahmaffis of 350, square miles; 


^ Queens, or ladies of the Court. 
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the rest of the old Raj went elsewhere, perhaps to descend- 
ants of the Begam’s officers. 

This sort of dismemberment and subdivision is a specimen 
of what happened everywhere. 

§ 9. Other Cases of Taluqas, 

But there were cases where there was no Raja, or where 
the ‘ landlord ’ communities — more or less independent — 
were strong : here the plan of contracting with some leading 
‘ zamindar ’ or some local capitalist, suggested itself. And 
in the days of decline, mere court favourites and specu- 
lators would occasionally secure the contract for their own 
benefit. 

In Bahraich it is mentioned that Taluqdars sometimes 
arose when some one member of an ordinary coparcenary 
village estate excelled in courage and prudence, and so took 
the lead, first becoming recognized as owner of his own 
village, and then, by various means, 'protecting’ other 
villages all around, till in the end he erected a considerable 
estate. 


§ TO. Question of Policy regarding the Employment 
of Taluqddrs, 

I must say a few words about the variation in policy 
regarding the employment of Taluqdars. I mentioned that 
the plan was never wholly acceptable to vigorous rulers, 
and it was objected to, later on, by the British advisers of 
the Court. 

The Oudh province, it will be remembered, was at first 
only a subordinate member of the greater Delhi empire ; but 
we may pass over those days, and come to the time when 
the Oudh Deputy assumed independence. Among the six 
kings who ruled during the first half of the present century^, 
i. e. up to the time of annexation, only two deserve any 
mention as having endeavoured to fulfil the functions of a 
ruler. One of these was Sa’adat ’All Khan who ruled from 

VOL. II. p 
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1798 to 1814: Ms reign was marked by a complete revision 
of the land-revenue of the kingdom — the details being 
carefully preserved in the accounts of the kanungos of 
parganas, and the patwdHs of villages. This indicated 
direct State management. 

I have not discovered details as to exactly when the 
system of collecting the revenues through local nobles or 
men of influence, began. As a system, it has its bright 
side as well as its dark : there may be circumstances under 
which it is demonstrably the best, though it is, naturally, 
always liable to abuse. It is also very easy to represent 
it in dark colours, and it is impossible to judge correctly 
without an accurate knowledge of the real facts, and of the 
conditions under which it exists. 

In the palmy days of the kingdom, it may have been the 
case that the public welfare was best secured when the 
State ofiicers dealt directly with the headmen of the vil- 
lages, and the collections were paid into local treasuries, 
the system being worked by a graded series of officers, be- 
ginning with small local charges, and ending with the 
government of a large tract of country, the whole under the 
thorough control of the State. But, even under the best 
administration, the task of direct collection was fraught 
with difficulty, as I have stated. And naturally, the diffi- 
culty became greater as the administration grew worse. 
Directly the reins of government fell into feeble hands, 
the accounts were falsified, the revenues fell off, and 
the people were oppressed. Bands of freebooters prowled 
about the country ; village was set against village, and the 
revenue was never collected without a free fight and some- 
thing very like a siege on the part of the Government 
officials. Then the temptation was great for the lazy ruler 
and his court to shirk the duty of control, to ignore details 
and the protection of each several village, and to bargain 
with capitalists for a certain sum of revenue from whole 
parganas or other convenient groups of land, larger or 
smaller according to circumstances. 

The existence, in some districts, of Rajds whose recognition 
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both policy and justice had invited, no doubt encouraged 
such a system, and, in fact, very probably suggested it in the 
first instance. At any rate, we have two causes for the taluqa 
system— the necessity for conciliating and employing 
the old chiefs ; secondly, the desire of an indifferent governor 
to save himself trouble in revenue-management. 

Where the taluqa system is carried out without regard 
to anything but money ; — where harsh and greedy specu- 
lators are put in who have no hold on the traditions of the 
past, and no place in the hearts of the people, — the evil done 
will be great. Where, on the other hand, the persons em- 
ployed as Taluqdd,rs are the old aristocracy, accepted by the 
people and willingly obeyed, the plan is by no means always, 
or necessarily, a bad one. 

§ II. The British Government urge the Oudh Court 
to ahoUsh the Taluqa System, 

So little, however, did these alternatives suggest them- 
selves to the English advisers of the Oudh court, that the 
evil of a taluqdari system was assumed without any dis- 
tinction ; and the authorities pressed on the Oudh Govern- 
ment the desirability of returning to the direct system of 
revenue management ^ by State officers, irrespective of their 
intentions or ability for control. And in the reign of 
Muhammad ’Ali Shdh (a. n. 1837-42) the direct system 
was actually restored ; the parganas were parcelled out 
into ^ chaklas,' and the revenues of each chakl^ were 
managed and collected by officers called ndzim or chakla- 
ddr. In a very short time, however, it was found that these 
officials, uncontrolled as they were, were not better, but 
worse, than the Taluqd^rs. They exacted just as much in 
the form of cesses and presents — over and above what they 
paid into the treasury — as anyone else ; and that without 

^ See the details in Sleeman’s sword and under fire of his guns, 
Journey through Oudh, vol. ii. pp. was not one whit better than the 
206-7. The Greneral justly remarks system of leases of taluqas. The for- 
that an uncontrolled official collect- mer was then spoken of as the dmdm 
ing the revenue at the point of the or khas system, the latter as ijdra. 
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any of the kindly feeling and indulgence that the old repre- 
sentatives of the ‘Raj ’must have felt and exercised towards 
their people. No doubt aU Taluqdars, and especially those 
of later origin, were grasping, and often resorted to un- 
scrupulous means of getting villages ; moreover, they 
fought one with another and seized each other’s villages 
freely ; but these fights and factions brought excitement to 
a martial people, and were not without their compensa- 
tions ; and it is impossible not to believe — when we re- 
collect such examples of honourable conduct as the 
Mutiny itself elicited ^ — ^that there must have been, in the 
midst of all the turbulence of the times, a certain admixture 
of rough-and-ready justice and clan affection^ aifording 
protection to the people under the influence of a patri- 
archal feeling towards the Raj£s, and backed, in the Rajas 
themselves, by a certain feeling of responsibility and of 
‘ noblesse oblige' This it was that made the rule of a 
real old Taluqdar so much more tolerable than that of 
a banker or an alien official of a corrupt and indifferent 
Court. 

§ 12. The Estates show Effects of both Systems, 

It is necessary to bear in mind the fact that (before 
annexation) Oudh revenue-affairs had been at one time 
under the control of Taluqdars, bound to pay a fixed sum 
to the treasury (the State taking no account of the detail 
of village collections within the taluqa), and at another 
under officials called nazims or chakladars ; because, in the 
end, the estates, as they came into our hands, showed the^ 
effects of both systems. They were neither altogether the 
estates of old Rajas, nor altogether the districts of officials 
and farmers and speculators, but a mixture of all. 

And this fact gave rise to the names — found in Oudh 
books— of ‘ pure ’ and ‘ impure ’ Taluqdfc ; the former 
being the old Rajds, the latter being the court favourites, 
pushing speculators, or officials, who got possession of 

^ See Introduction to tlie GazeUeer, Chapter ii. p. 30. 
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^ sanads ’ or State grants of areas, called them taluqas, and 
managed them to their own advantage. 

§ 13. Inquiry in 1858. 

When, after the rebellion and confiscation of estates in 
1858, inquiry was made as to the persons best entitled to 
be settled with, it was found that, in a majority of instances^ 
the old families, or representatives of them, were in posses- 
sion of taluqas. The estates were restored to all who 
submitted; the villages given were those claimed and 
allowed after a brief — perhaps too brief, and not always 
satisfactory — local inquiry ; and the only terms exacted 
were submission proved by giving up of arms and forts, 
and admitting the right of Government to make complete 
provision for all subordinate rights in the taluqa. The 
provisions were embodied in the ^ sanads ’ or title-deeds 
which were afterwards issued^. 


§ 14. Primogeniture and Alienation. 

When all the preliminary inquiries were complete, a very 
natural question arose about the future prospects of these 
estates. Some of these were (as I have stated) ancient 
possessions of ‘ pure ’ Taluqdars ; some had been acquired 
by ‘ impure ’ Taluqddrs (i. e. had come into the hands of 
persons not originally of Eajas’ families) ; while the British 
annexation added yet a new class of taluqas, which were 


^ I have before mentioned that 
five loyal estates were not confisca- 
ted, but were confirmed on a per- 
manent Settlement to the owners. 

I do not think it of the least im- 
portance to the student to go over 
the correspondence that arose, when 
Sir Charles Wingfield was Chief 
Commissioner, as to exactly what 
title should be conveyed, and 
whether the clause about sub-Settle- 
ments should be entered. If any 
one is curious about the matter he 
will find the whole in Mr. Sykes* 
Compendium, pp. 66~iii, and the 
form of * sanad * at p. 385, Appen- 


dix E (II). The loyal Taluqdars’ 
sanad is shorter, and says nothing 
about a sub-Settlement. In reality 
this made no difference, as the 
Government retained full power 
to legislate on the subject, and 
its intention to maintain all rights 
not forfeited for unpardonable mis- 
conduct, as they were before, was 
never doubtful, in one estate any 
more than in another. This is all 
clearly explained in a letter of the 
Government of India (12th Sep- 
tember, i860) printed by Mr. Sykes 
at p. 1 15, and is further affirmed by 
Section 4, Act I of 1869. 
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‘ conferred ’ or granted, — e. these were estates reallj con- 
fiscated from persons who refused to submit, and which 
were granted by the Government, e. g. to the Raja of Ka- 
plirth^M (in the Panjab), who has become a great Taluqdar 
in Oudh. If left to the usual law of inheritance, these 
estates would soon split up into ever-increasing sub- 
divisions, and completely lose their character as taluqas. 
It was therefore a question how far any rule oi primogeni- 
ture — ^hich would cause the estate to remain undivided 
for ever — could be enforced, and how far a power of trans- 
fer, and especially of bequeathing the estate by will, should 
be recognized and regulated 

It is unnecessary to go into any discussion of the merits 
of these questions ; they have all been set at rest by the 
Oudh Estates Act I, of 1869, as amended by Act X 
of 1885. 


§ 15. 

The result of this disquisition may be practically 
summed up. 

The term ^ Taluqdar ^ cannot be defined exactly ; because 
the holder of the estate, as it now is, has had a various 
origin. We cannot, in all cases, say that he is a descendant 
and representative of the old Hindu Raj, who accepted a 
‘ sanad ’ and paid tribute to the Mughal Government, for 
that would only meet many, but not all, cases. We cannot 
either say that the Taluqdar was a revenue-officer of the 
State, converted into a superior proprietor, for that would 
only be true to a limited extent. 


^ The student is aware that 
though the usual Hindu law of in- 
heritance (under its different varie- 
ties) contemplates the division of 
estates ; the ^ gaddi ’ or throne and 
the royalties of a royal family, de- 
scend to the eldest undivided ; and 
the same rule prevails throughout 
the feudal gradations of the Rajput 
kingdom not only in the succession 
of a Rajd, or Mah^rajA, but also of 
the Rao, Edna, and other magnates. 


The question is, exactly where the 
rank of the family ceases to be 
such that there is a ' gaddiV and that 
primogeniture applies. Looking to 
the nature of the taluqas and the 
origin and status of some of the 
holders, it was a question in some 
eases — though of course not in the 
‘pure* families— whether primo- 
geniture should apply or not. (See 
vol. 1 chap, IV. p. S44, ante.) 
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The word taluqa (as we shortly write it, to avoid the 
inconvenience of the more correct ‘ ta’alliiqa ■") is derived 
from the Arabic root ’alq, which implies ' connection ' or 
‘ dependence b' So that a Taluqdar may be said to be 
a person recognized by the State, either by (warrant) 

or otherwise, as managing (and indeed contracting for) the 
revenues, and having the general control of an estate which 
was defined originally by the area over which his influence 
extended, or by local considerations of existing pargana 
divisions. The estate ultimately consisted of villages 
which were either wholly or partly, and in some stronger 
or weaker sense, the ^ property ’ of their recognized holder. 
The sanad of ‘ Taluqdar ’ made such an estate-holder ‘ de- 
pendent ’ on, or in connection with, the central power 
The Muhammadan system did not aim at definition. For 
modern purposes, all we need say is that a ‘Taluqdd<r' is 
a person whose name is entered in a list, which, under 
Section 8 of the Oudh Estates Act (1869), is provided to be 
prepared; and that he possesses such rights as the Act 
specifies, and as subsist in conformity with other laws 
securing the position of the village bodies and the rights of 
tenants, and long since made perfectly clear by the records 
of Settlement. 

We may summarize the origin of Taluqd&s, as — 

(i) ‘Pure’ — descendants and representatives of the old 
Hindu Raj, however subdivided or dismembered. 

[%) Muhammadan Ndzims^ court favourites, bankers, or 
others, who were granted, or who acquired, by 


^ Mr. Carnegy (Notes on Land- 
Tenures in Upper Trubner, 1874) 

says the word ’alq means a ‘ leech ’ — 
one banging on to another body ; 
but in fact this is only one of very 
many secondary meanings to be got 
out of 'alq, of which the primary 
sense is ‘ depending/ ^hanging on 
to ’ 

^ Or perhaps the ‘ dependency ’ 
refers to the villages being depen- 
dent on the overlord ; collecting, 
as it were, about his protecting do- 


main, and hanging on to him. 

It IS somewhat curious that this 
word should have come in time, to 
mean any moderate group of vil- 
lages forming a tract for revenue pur- 
poses, and so to have been adopted 
by the Mar^thas and others, till 
now it indicates the principal local 
subdivision of districts in Western 
and part of Southern India (being 
written tdluk or t^lukd in the Hindi 
dialects). 
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infinence in troubled times, by sale, mortgage, 
and by standing security for revenue-payments, 
and often by force or fraud, the overlordship of 
villages which they got into their power 

(3) Military grantees (of jagirs, in fact) who became 

Taluqdars 

(4) Special ‘ grantees ^ on whom the title was conferred 

by the British Government. Such was the great 
estate of the Panjdb E-Aja of Kapurthald, granted 
in Baizabad, &c., for services, in place of former 
owners whose estates were absolutely forfeited. 

All Taluqdars now hold by grant from the British 
Government : that is their only legal title. Some estates 
are indivisible, and descend to the eldest son ; also others 
are divisible and governed by the ordinary rules of in- 
heritance, as provided by the Estates Act 


§ 16. Nature of the Taluqddrs Right over his 
Villages. 

Next, as regards the nature of the proprietorship, or 
extent of the connection which the landlord actually holds 
with each village; this varies considerably, according to 
circumstances. The subject naturally can hardly be fully 
understood till we have considered the history and present 
condition of the villages ; but we have already (pp. 199, 200) 
briefly stated that there were always, at least in some parts, 
cases in which, by the effect of grants, and sales under the 
guise of grants, proprietary communities grew up inside the 
village, or where certain families assumed the ‘ zamindM ’ 
position. When the villages came under a tahiqa^ they pre- 


' An interesting article will be 
found in the Calcutta JRevimy 1866. 
*Tbe Taluqdari tenures of Upper 
India/ wbich. gives details about 
bow the taluqs were formed ; and 
see Sultanpur S. R., 1873, p. 48. 

^ Babraicb 8. E., p. 88. In tbe 
* Ibaun^ estate tbe taluqd^ri bad 


been acquired seventeen generations 
ago by a Eisald^r (cavalry officer), 
and for seven generations after- 
wards tbis military title was Kept 
up by tbe descendants 
^ See Erskine's Digest (Settlement 
section V, § ii, &c ). 
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served diJBFerent degrees of right, and also in later times 
secured from the Taluqdar (as such), by sale or grant, certain 
privileges. By the time the Taluqdte were established as 
an institution, the revenue was habitually paid in money ; 
in many cases, the collection of the village-revenue was 
arranged for by employing a lessee, who^ engaged to make 
good the necessary amount, together with so much more 
for the Taluqdar himself. Then the Taluqdar had little 
else to do but sit at home and receive the rental or 
amount of the ‘ theka,’ and pay in such part of it as was 
fixed (by custom or his grant) to the Government treasury. 
His virtual connection with the village was then but 
slight. 

But in other cases the Taluqdar maintained a much 
closer connection. For one thing, if he was the old EajS, 
of the pargana, he retained much of his ancient privilege 
of management : he administered justice, decided disputes, 
and, in short, was very much what he had been in old 
days, only that now a large part of the State revenue went 
to Lucknow, though he had the collection of it, and pro- 
bably took a good deal besides the fixed sum he was bound 
to remit to the treasury. Then again, under the Native 
rule, the KAja had the disposal of the waste — at any rate 
in all villages in which a landlord community had not 
grown up. In the course of his revenue-management, he 
had to look out for the efficient cultivation of his lands ; 
and no one doubted his ability, if he was strong enough 
(for " might ’ was his ' right ’), to put in this man and turn 
out that, in any village-holding he pleased. It naturally 
follows that the closer the connection of the Taluqdar, the 
weaker would be the surviving position of the village- 
owners ; whereas, the less he interfered, the moi'e complete 
the independence of the landholders would remain. More- 
over, the extent of the Taluqd^r’s interest in the villages 
depended not a little on his own action in the course of 
dealing with them. 


^ Bahraich. S, B., p. 88. 
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§ 17. Grant of Rights by the Taluqddr. 

In the Gazetteer I find it remarked that in earlier times 
the north of Oudh (Kheri, Gonda, and Eahraich) was largely 
waste, while the south was better cultivated ; in the former, 
therefore, when Taluqdars were able to establish or revive 
villages, the tenants became more completely subordinate. 
^ A tract of waste land would be made over .... to some 
enterprising soldier or courtier, or some cadet of a house 
already established. In such a case, the lord’s position 
would be from the first, absolutely independent, as all the 
people settled by him would be his servants and dependents, 
and would have no rights but what he granted, or perhaps, 
in after times, sold 

The great Chardd ’iMqa and the Nanpar^ estates were 
formed in this way, and so the Ikaund estate, which was 
made over to a Risalddr (leader of cavalry) to keep order 
in the country and bring it under cultivation. It was in 
these northern districts that many * birt ’ grants were made 
to clear the waste. 

But equally in more settled parts, the Taluqd^r made 
grants by which he conferred proprietary rights (in sub- 
ordination to his own general superior right) to various 
extents, whether to the whole village, or to specific lands. 
He also made various concessions to settlers on his estate, 
or to founders of new villages or hamlets added on to older 
ones. 

Hence it may be that in some taluqas the Taluqdar is 
found almost the direct owner of a large portion of his 
villages, which are either composed only of tenants or of 
under-proprietors with very weak rights ; in others, almost 
every village will have a quasi-proprietary body, possess- 
ing rights called ‘sub-tenures' of different kinds, and 
in some cases protected by a sub-settlement; here the 


^ Oasetteer, vol. i. p 177. 
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Taluqdar is hardly more than an overlord entitled to his 
cash profits. 

' It is well known says Colonel Erskine, in the Oudh 
Digest of Girmlars — 

^ that the rights of the inferior proprietors ’ (i. e. the villages 
comprising the talnqa) ^ will he found in different degrees of 
vitality. In some the Taluqdar has succeeded in obliterating 
every vestige of independent right and making the former 
proprietors forget it too. In others ... he has reduced them 
to the condition of mere cultivators. In some eases, though 
he had originally brought the village under his sway by force 
or trickery, the Taluqdar has permitted the representatives of 
the old proprietary body to arrange for the cultivation, receive 
a share of the profits, and enjoy ‘ manorial ’ rights. In some, 
again, he has left them in the fullest exercise of their proprietary 
rights, paying only through him (but at a higher rate to cover 
his risk and trouble) what they would otherwise have paid 
direct to the State. These (latter) are what are called deposit 
villages, the owners of which voluntarily placed themselves 
under the Taluqdar to escape the tyranny of the ^’Nazims*' 
(Government revenue officers).’ 

It must be remembered that, under the Native Government, 
the effect of the placing of a village in a taluqa was to 
strike it off the revenue-rolls of the Government. The list 
only took account of taluqas and of such villages as re- 
mained unattached to taluqas "When once a village got 
into a taluqa, it depended on circumstances how much 
right passed to the Taluqdar, and how much remained to 
the villagers. 

§ 18. Local Extent of Taluqa Estates. — ^Deposit 
Villages' 

As to the local extent of the estates in old times, as already 
remarked, it was uncertain : it consisted of as many villages 
as the chief originally owned or had conquered and could 
keep ; or on the number of ^ deposit ’ villages which gathered 

^ Quoted from Section V, § 12, ^ AdminislraUon Repoit, 1872-73, 

P» 93* General Summary, 
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undez’ his protection. F or it is to be remembered that when 
the taluqa system became general, it was very difficult for 
the villages to dispense with protection ; and in not a few 
cases they voluntarily ‘deposited' themselves under the 
protection of a powerful neighbour. 

The extent as well as the title of taluqa estates is now 
legally set at rest by Act I of 1 869. The ‘ estate ' extends 
to all property acquired or held in the manner mentioned 
in Sections 3, 4, or 5 of the Act, or conveyed by special 
grant of the British Government. 

Section 3 includes in the estate all villages which were 
settled after 1st April, 1858, with the Taluqdar, and for 
which a taluqdari sanad was granted, and which were in- 
cluded in his qabdliyat, or were decreed to him (even if not 
so included) by order of court. Section 4 covers the case 
of those loyal Taluqdars (mentioned in the 2nd Schedule) 
vrhose estates were not confiscated ; the qabtiliyat w^hich 
they executed after ist April, 1858, shows the extent of 
their estate. Section 5 covers the case of any special 
grantee. 

At Settlement, also, a foi’mal decree was recoified for 
every village, declaring that it was, or was not, part of such 
and such a taluqdari estate 

§ 19. Size of Estates. 

The typical taluqdari estates are often, but not always, 
large. This circumstance, moreover, is not of a crucial 
character. At one time a question was raised whether the 
smaller estates were to be called taluqdari at all. This 
question was decided in the affirmative, provided that their 
real nature was taluqdari 

It would appear, however, that out of 23,049^ ‘mauzas ' 
or villages in the province ^ 13,161 J belong to ^Taluqdars ' 
of all classes ; thus : — 

^ Digest^ Section IV, §§ 24 and 29. have added together the primogeni- 

^ C%Tcular 19 of 1861, § 3. tnre estates and those that are 

® Agricultural Statistics 1886-87 governed hy the ordinary law of 
(Returns to Secretary of State). I inheritance. 
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Xo.of 

e&tates. 

Ho. of 
villages 
comprised. 

Aveiage 
area of eacli 
estate. 




Acres. 

Taluqdar estates paying over R. 50,000 
annual revenue .... 

40 

74461 

117,300 

Taluqdar estates paying between 
E. 5,000 and R. 50,000 

104 

5165 

18,598 

Taluqdar estates pa3ung less than 
E 5,000 

48 

228| 

2495 

Smaller grantees under Act I of 1869 

159 

32l| 

984 


There are, therefore, many smaller estates (those in the 
third and last lines of the table), which were tenures of 
lesser note, subdivisions and fragments of greater estates, 
as well as minor holdings of grantees and other persons 
who, though not exactly Taluqd^rs in the sense above 
described, had an overlord right over certain villages, and 
were therefore reckoned as Taluqdd.rs under Act I of 1 869 
(section 5). As a list of these (No. 5, under section 8) 
was prepared, it can never be doubtful who or of what 
kind, the grantees are. 

There are also a very few estates where there was a still 
lower type of overlord right ; and these cases, though Haluq- 
dari ’ in the sense of double tenure defined in Thomason’s 
Directions^ do not come under Act I of 1869. In them the 
North-Western practice was followed; the villages were 
settled with direct, and the ^superior’ given a cash or 
malikana allowance, i. e, a cash allowance in lieu of actual 
management 

§ 20. Some Taluqddrs have other Titles, — Ondh 
meaning of ' zaminddr" 

It will be observed in the 2nd Schedule to Act i of 
1869 that, one or two of the loyal estate-holders there 

^ Digest, V, § 17. Colonel Erskine, these ; I can only recall a few such 
Commissioner of Lucknow, writes cases in one taluqa.’ 
to me — ^ There are hardly any of 
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excepted, have the title of ^ Zamindar.’ This, however, is 
only the rather inaccurate title used, without precision, 
when the original proclamation issued, and maintained 
because the list was embodied in the Act, exactly as it 
originally stood. In Oudh the term zaminddr is only 
used to signify a managing holder of land ; and when the 
Taluqdar became overlord, the ^ zammdari ’ of the villages 
(i, e. the managing right) indicated the under-proprietor’s 
right (c/. p. 182). There are, however, a number of 
landlords, mostly small owners, who remained independent 
of any Taluqdar ; and in the Statistical Eeturns furnished 
to the Secretary of State, twenty-two tolerably large estates 
are shown, holding between them 219 villages, as ‘Zamin- 
darl,’ while a still larger number (paying less than R. 1000 
revenue annually) are enumerated. The greater ones are 
the estates of persons who, as the result of the direct 
management, or otherwise, did not happen to become in- 
corporated with any taluqa. These, therefore, are Zammdari 
(landlord) holdings in the ordinary, not in the special, sense 
(just explained) ; they are in fact estates, where there is only 
one grade of proprietary interest. 


Section III. — ^Village Tenures and Subordinate 
Eights. 

§ I. Forms of Tillage, 

Under the Taluqdars, the units of the estate are the villa- 
ges ; and, as ah’eady intimated, there are in most districts 
some villages which are independent of any Taluqdar. As 
to these groups of land, they do not in themselves appear in 
constitution different from villages elsewhere, except per- 
haps that there is a less tendency to fix the residence of the 
cultivators in one central spot ; and that there are more 
scattered residences, — small groups of houses forming de- 
tached hamlets as near the fields as possible 

^ ^ The village in Oudh is not a a small arbitrary revenue division, 
single collection of houses, but ... The number of hamlets in any 
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The villages are now all either included in taluqas or 
independent. All, of course, will be really of the same 
varieties or species ; only that where villages had long been 
in taluqas, there was a tendency to lose the original features, 
and to become merely aggregates of cultivating holdings, 
equally subservient to the Taluqdar. Such villages as hold 
a sub-Settlement are now protected, as far as law can 
protect them, from further alteration. 

The statistical returns do not classify the villages inside 
the taluqas, but give us details of the villages not included 
and settled with separately as proprietary bodies. These 
are classified under the old-fashioned divisions of ^zamin- 
dM,’ ' pattidd.ri,’ and ‘ bhaidchara,’ with the ‘imperfect’ 
form of the two latter. 


§ 2^. Origin and Growth of ViUages, 

Oudh is a country which was, as I have remarked, the 
centre of the Aryan civilization It represented, in fact, 
just the ideal organization of states, revenue-divisions and 
village-groups, which formed the basis of the description 
contained in the Institutes of Mann. It is important as 
affording conclusive evidence that ‘ landlord- villages ’ — 
those in which a joint-proprietary body exists, claiming the 
whole area — certainly grew up, at a later stage, over and 
among pre-existing villages that were raiyatwarl or non- 
landlord in type. And there is every reason to believe that, 
though some landlord- villages represent the settlement of 


particular village varies with its 
area, and with the convenience its 
lauds offer for building, from only 
one to sometimes as many as fifty/ 
{Gazetteer y Introduction, p xiv.) 

In former days the chief lived in 
a kind of fortress which is thus de- 
scribed . ‘ A large area was planted 
with bamboos and prickly shrubs 
through which narrow winding 
paths led to an open centre sur- 
rounded on all sides by a moat. 
On this the family of the chief 
himself, the servants, soldiers, and 


a few artizans in wood and iron, 
tenanted a cluster of mud cottages 
in which the best was hardly to be 
distinguished fiom the wnrst.' But 
this place was the centre of protec- 
tion and the basis of operations in 
the Taluqdar fights of those days. 

^ I should like here to acknow- 
ledge my indebtedness to Mr. W. C. 
Benett, C. S., not only for his ad- 
mirable account of the ‘ Kaj ’ 
(Gonda S. R. pp. 37-64) but for 
valuable information communicated 
by letter. 
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conqueriBg tribes and bodies of adventurers, wbo, in virtue of 
conquest and high or military caste, claimed landlord rights 
from the first and allotted the land on some one of the 
known principles (as in the North Panjab and other parts), 
yet the bulk of the landlord villages in the North-West 
and Oudh were not of this class, but grew up over a pre- 
existing form. 

Passing over the organization of the Aryan territory into 
petty kingdoms and principalities of lesser chiefs (which I 
have elsewhere described), and coming to the village groups, 
all our evidence points to the fact that these villages were 
formed either by groups of conquered cultivators or of the 
Kaja’s people, who either settled on the waste or occupied 
the lands whence earlier tribes had been expelled. And 
no historical evidence takes us back to any other state of 
things than that already described, where each villager 
held his own fields or holding on the title that he was the 
‘ first clearer ’ — ^the reclaimer of the field from the virgin 
forest or waste. Very probably it was the produce that 
was looked on as the subject of property rather than the 
soil. The Qultivator did not regard himself as a co-sharer 
in a certain area of territory, but as entitled to the crop his 
hands had raised, with the exception that he had to yield a 
part of it to the Raja and a part to the village artizans and 
menials, &c., who rendered service to him and his fellows in 
common. 

In such a village there was a headman, who was soon 
adopted (so to speak) into the State system, and was partly 
hereditary, partly appointed by the Raja, and endowed with 
a revenue-free plot and with certain privileges, in return 
for which he (with the writer-accountant) saw to the due 
collection of the Raja’s grain-share, and was generally re- 
sponsible for the peace and good behaviour of his village. 
The waste area adjoining such a village was VySed for grazing, 
cutting fuel, &c. ; but the village cultivators never thought 
of it as their common property, to be (on occasion) divided 
among them in definite shares. 

But the Rajas usually had minor officers, courtiers, ser- 
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vants, and members of the family to be rewarded, supported, 
or aided. These were not persons of such importance as 
to have separate ‘feudal’ estates, but they weie provided 
for by being allowed to take, in individual villages, the 
whole or part of the Raja’s grain and other rights. Not 
only so, but when, in the course of events, a state broke up, 
or a minor chiefs estate was divided by partition, indivi- 
duals or families got single villages (or more than one) 
on the same terms. Once in this position, they gradually 
seized on the waste, which they cultivated to their own 
profit and became the landlords of the entire estate or 
village ; the original cultivators became their ‘ tenants.’ 

Thus in most villages would be found families of Ksha- 
triyas (Chhatn's), and of the ubiquitous Brahmans — so 
necessary to Hindu social life — and, in later times, Mu- 
hammadans, who gained a footing in the villages in one way 
or another. Often, too, the Raja made ‘ sankalp,’ or gifts of 
plots of land, to Brahmans in the village. Or he would 
make a grant for support (jewan birt), to his lelations, or a 
grant for a money consideration ; and the grantee s 
family would gain the whole village in time, or at least 
a leading position in it. These families, in the course of 
time, multiplied into bodies, claiming equal rights and 
sharing the profits according to the system which they 
recognized. 

Moreover, leading families often gained a new position, 
without any alienation of the Raja’s rights. They began 
by being recognized or appointed as managers, and ended 
by forming a proprietary community over the village. 

When the gradual increase of population and the more 
general use of coined money combined to bring about the 
substitution of cash-payments for the old grain-share, the 
control and management of the villages became increasingly 
necessary. For the interests in the village became nume- 
rous ; it was too complicated a business to take grain- 
shares, or even payments in cash in detail, from each 
cultivator or co-sharer; so a lump-sum was assessed, and 
the leading family or families were allowed to pay it up 

von. II. Q 
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primarily, and recover it in detail from the villagers, who 
thus came more and more under their control. The manag- 
ing families required remuneration for this responsibility 
and labour, and were therefore allowed a deduction from 
the revenue, which they retained for themselves ; and they 
were allowed to hold their own private or family lands (sir) 
at lower rates than other people. The deduction from the 
revenue, when that became a sum of cash, was calculated at 
a fixed sum in money, and was called ‘ nankar ’ (an allow- 
ance for subsistence or ‘ bread '). It might also be paid in 
the form of land held revenue-free to the fixed amount. 

These families were also supported by the wealth gained 
in wars ; for their cadets did not crowd the lands, but went 
away to serve in the armies, and could send their savings and 
their booty home. This enabled them to buy up land and 
grow in power. 

Subordinate proprietary rights were also acquired by 
the sale of rights for a consideration; but this was done 
in later times, when the Eaja’s position was more pre- 
carious 

The communities that were thus formed, took the lead 
in everything, and the old original inhabitants — if 
there were any — or the humbler members of the same or 
other, castes became the ^ tenantry.’ To these families 
engaging for the revenue, the managing right or title to 
the village (called zaminriddri) was attached in subordina- 
tion to the overlord. 

When families which had gained the superior position in 
one of these ways in a village, became large enough to divide, 
they might either adopt the ancestTal plan of sharing, or 
some other. In the Mahadewa pargana, of Gonda district 
we find that a clan of the Goraha Bisen tribe had settled as 
conquering landlords. They were of that class which had 
no Eajas and chiefs of their own, but adopted what the 
writers call a ‘republican’ constitution. They acknow- 


' See tee^eer, Introduction, p.lvii. North-Western Provinces (p. 182, 
See also the same circumstance ante), 
noted in the MuradahSd District, ^ Q-ojada 8. i?., § 88, p. 51. 
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lodged, however, the general suzerainty of a local (Kalh- 
ans) Kaja. In virtue of their power and position, they 
obtained in all their villages a grant of the Kaja’s grain- 
share — or, as we should say, the revenue-free holding ; but 
this did not give them the whole managing right, nor the 
waste and ‘ manorial ’ dues. It came to pass in time that this 
clan gained a victory for the Raja, slajdng a Moslem enemy 
in single combat ; whereon the clan asked and obtained a 
grant of the full ^ zammdari ’ right in their villages ; and 
these in after times never came under any taluqa. These 
villages are therefore still independent landlord villages, 
holding on the bhaiachara principle. 

Had these various landlord bodies remained unaltered, 
the Oudh villages would now exist in the same variety of 
form as in the North-Western Provinces ; but the change 
of the Rajas into Taluqddrs, and the growth of the taluqa 
system generally, caused many of these villages again to 
sink into an inferior position under the Taluqdar landlord ; 
where that has been the case, only fragments of the older 
rights now survive. Some villages, however, escaped absorp- 
tion altogether ; and, where the taluqas were established, 
new (subordinate) rights were granted or recognized by the 
Taluqdars themselves (as we shall see later on). 

The returns do not, as I have said, inform us how many 
villages of each class are now held siihovdinate to Taluqdars ; 
but those which were strong enough to maintain indepen- 
dence are given (as for all Oudh), thus : — 



Xuinbei of 
csiatefc 

Compiised I 
in hoAv 
many 'vil- 
lages ] 

Average 

aiea. 



1 

Acres 

Zamindari 

3102 

2956 1 

525 

Patti'dari 

1368 

585 1 

297 

Bhaiachara . 

212 

168 

622 

Mixed or imperfect ^ 

3594 

00 

CO 

CO 

633 1 


] It Will be ob&erved that by this number of villages are viitually 

official form, by far the laigest excluded from classification ; bt^- 

Q 3 
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There are but few villages due to the expansion of families 
of revenue-farmers or auction-purchasers, dating from our 
own early revenue-system, as in the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, because Oudh never knew that system, being only 
annexed in 1856. But cases will be found of ‘ zamindd,ri ’ 
and ^ pattiddri ’ villages, which are analogous, and due to 
the intrusion of oflScials and farmers under the Oudh Court ; 
and some will also be due to associated bodies of colonists 
holding by ^ ploughs.’ 

§ 3. Resume of Village History. 

Thus in Oudh we have three stages : — 

(1) Original villages under Aryan Rajas, whose indi- 

vidual right to the clearing was recognized (now 
called bhaidch^ra in official records). 

(2) Growth of leading families, either under the Baja, or 

under him when he became Taluqdar, or by their 
own force and action, who have multiplied into 
communities of landlords, claiming the whole 
village, and holding either undivided, or on 
ancestral shares, or on the ‘republican’ (real 
bhaiachar^) principle: (managers and farmers of 
single villages acquired a zamindarf position also 
in the same way). 

(3) Villages become absorbed into taluqas ; and according 

to the existence or non-existence of ‘ zamindan 
families,’ become wholly tenants of the Taluqdar, 
or subordinate proprietors under him, in varying 
degrees — from having a right over the whole 
village, to having the right only on certain plots 
or portions of it. Only the strongest and those 
peculiarly situated, remain ‘ independent ’ of any 
taluqa. 

With reference to the (3) head, it should be remarked that 

cause ' imperfect ' really means zamindan, pattidari, or some kind 
nothing but that a part of the land of bhaidchara— how many of each 
is nndivided ; hence in themselves we do not know, 
these 3594 estates may be either 
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it was not easy to escape being taken into a taluqa — and in 
some cases it was desirable ; and we have already noticed 
the case of ' deposit’ villages, where the managing-body (:f 
there was one) or the cultivators, voluntarily placed them- 
selves under the protection of a powerful Taluqdar, either 
to escape the oppression of another Taluqdar, or to avoid 
the exactions of a Government officer, who collected the 
revenue as long as the village belonged to no taluqa 


§ 4. Varying Degrees of Surviving Right in 
Villages. 

It will not be surprising to find that noiv, in villages 
which came under the Taluqd&s, rights survive in various 
degrees and forms. If there has not been any growth of a 
grantee, or of a managing head, then, of course, the villager^ 
have no rights, except as occupancy-tenants ; perhaps not 
even those. Where there are old ‘zamlndan’ families, 
from pre-Muhammadan times, these may have succeeded in 
retaining a subordinate proprietary interest in the whole 
village, or only in some parts or in particular plots. In 
such villages the existing rights are due to recognition by 
the Taluqdar himself, after his position, as such, was secured ; 
and then they are according to his grant, whatever earlier 
rights they may represent or be substitutes for. 

At Settlement it was a matter of the first importance to 
ascertain the different degrees of right, and make legal pro- 
vision for their security. All these questions had to bc^ 


^ If a village was not nndor a 
taliiqa, it required great stability to 
resist enemies, and also the oppres- 
sion of the State officers. When 
the Nazims had their own way, 
their oppression was terrible, as Sir 
W. Sleeman’s narrative {Journey 
through Oudh^ vol. i) shows. In 
these peaceful days it is almost 
strange to hear that the revenue 
of the martial Chhatri villages was 
often not collected without a fight, 
and apparently a regular siege. Dr. 


Butler, reporting on the conditio:! 
of Southern Oudh in 1838-39, speak 
of the Chakladar’s cannonading the 
villages as an every-day occurrence'. 
When Sa'adat *Ali (one of the goon 
Naw^bs) really controlled his ‘ Chak- 
ladto,' it is said that during hi', 
reign a single cannon-shoi could noL 
be fired by a Chakladar in attempt- 
ing to realize the revenue, without 
being followed by an immediate 
inquiry (!) (Sykes, p. 5, quoting 
Elliot's ChromeUs of U-ndo^ p. 131.) 
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determined by rules which, were gradually framed for the 
purpose, — now embodied in the sub-Settlement and Tenancy 
Acts : and, to facilitate the disposal of the numerous ques- 
tions that arose, the Settlement officers themselves, as in the 
Panjab, were vested with the powers of Civil Courts, and 
enabled to settle the often troublesome litigation that was 
inevitable. 

Where these under-proprietary rights were strong, the 
holders got a ^ sub-Settlement,’ and a right of holding the 
entire village in perpetuity, at rates fixed at the Settle- 
ment, and holding good for the term of Settlement. The 
rest of the villagers were their tenants-at-will, a very few 
perhaps being occupancy -tenants in virtue of some former 
position. 

Where the rights were not so extensive, there would 
be a recognition of an under-proprietary right to ‘sir’ 
lands (cultivated at favourable rates), and to groves, tanks, 
and houses, plots held by sale or in unredeemed mortgage, 
and so forth, but no sub-Settlement for the whole estate. 
The law is, in practice, unfavourable to the existence of a 
proprietary body between the Taluqdar and the village 
cultivators. The Sub- Settlement Act of 1886 demanded ‘a 
strictness and comprehensiveness of proof for cases in which 
whole villages were claimed, which made the majority of 
such claims practically hopeless of success.’ At the same 
time, the law provided for the retention of the sir land and 
other holdings of plots of land at low-rental rates. 

This is practically true, although in theory ^ any sub- 
tenure might give rise to a right of sub-Settlement, with 
its attendant advantages, provided that the conditions of 
Act XXVI of 1 8(55 were complied with. In practice, the 
sub-Settlement was only made with individuals or bodies 
who, but for the Taluqdar, would have been full owners of 
a whole village, or hamlet, or definite estate, forming a 
‘ chak ’ or group of land ; for it was such who were usually 
able to show their continuous holding by a contract or 

^ See Sykes’ Compendium, p. 158, from the Indian Appeals and Indian 
and the yarious authorities quoted Law Bepoiis. 
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lease, ‘holding pakka,’ or pnkhtaddri (as it is called iii 
revenue language) under the Taluqdar. What the differ- 
ent forms of inferior right now are, we shall inquire 
presently. 

§ 5. Illustrations of Tenure from the Districts. 

But it will first be desirable to make brief notes of the 
state of each of the twelve districts of Oudh, as regards the 
number of villages which have been included in taluqas or 
have remained independent ; and to see what sort of 
villages they are. 

The reader will be prepared to find that by far the greater 
number of villages, not in taluqas, are landlord villages — 
i. e. either zamindari or pattidari, distinguished by their 
holding on ancestral shares ; only a few are of other kinds. 
This is due to the fact that these landlord villages are (a-? 
already explained) the result of the disruption of petty 
kingdoms, or of grants made within kingdoms, or of settle- 
ments of conquering tribes, in groups which were not large} 
enough, or had not the desire, to form a ‘EajV or moie 
frequently were under a Eaj which broke up and disap- 
peared, and the villages were strong enough to maintain 
independence. 

Inside taluqas, it is much more difficult to say what was 
the state of villages, but probably landlord classes had 
grown up in many, and would have remained had they 
not again sunk under the Taluqdar’s power. 

In Kheki most of the villages were obliged to place 
themselves under the protection of Taluqdars ; hence villages, 
originally of Pasis, Ahlrs, Kurmis, &c., became owned by 
Chhatri landlords, or under Chhatri Taluqdte. 

In Bahbaioh all the villages nearly are in taluqas ^ : 
and out of 1760 villages in taluqas, 1515 had become the 
property of the Taluqdar. 

None of these taluqdari villages have sub-Settlemem 
rights. The 251 villages not in taluqas were held by 

^ Gazetteer j vol. i. p. 176. 
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single landlords ; only twenty-four were owned by com- 
munities. 

In GondIj of 3536 villages, 2114 came into taluqas, and 
of these 362 estates had sub-Settlements. Of the 1422 
villages outside taluqas, all but twenty-nine, were landlord 
(zamindari and pattid^ri) villages* I have already given 
some details about this district, e.g. how the Mahadew^ 
Bisens obtained the grant of ‘ zamindari ' rights in all their 
villages. It is noted that the subordinate rights are more the 
result of hirt^ or grant, in this distiict, and it is contrasted 
with the southern districts, where ‘ village zamindars ' 
grew up h 

In SiTAPUR, out of 2572 villages, only 937 are included 
in taluqas. Not quite two-thirds of the district, therefore, 
is independent of any Taluqdar. Of the remaining villages 
no less than 1226 are owned by zamindars of petty estates, 
350 are patlidAri and 59 bhailchar^. 

For Bara Banki no particulars are given, but it appears 
that, with something over 2000 villages, about three-fifths 
are taluqdari. 

In Faizabad Taluqdar villages preponderate. Out of 
2383 villages in taluqas, 791 have sub-Settlement rights, and 
69 are held in hereditary farm (which did not give the 
management right but only to receive the revenue, and, 
therefore, carries no sub-Settlement). 

In Hardoi ^ it is noticed that Taluqdars w^ere found, who 
had become so by purchase, or by standing security for 
villages for the revenue and getting hold of them on their 
default, which, it is to be feared, was often purposely 
brought about. There are few real old ‘ feudal ’ Taluqdars. 
There are 15^9 villages not under taluqas; but out of 
these 823 are zamindari, 728 pattidari, and only 18 bhaia- 
chara villages. This at once indicates that thouo'h few 
chiefs or nobles acquired large demesnes, many acquired 
smaller estates, becoming landlords or zamindars of single 
villages. The causes of the paucity of ^pure" or Eaja- 


^ See Gazeticei, vol. i p. 510. 


^ Gazetteer, vol. ii. pp 38-^5 
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TaluqdSrs are described at p. 40 of the Gazetteer article on 
Hardoi. 

This district, the geographical position of which, on the 
high road between Delhi and the kingdom of Jannpnr, 
probably had a considerable influence on its fortunes, 
affords a good illustration of the fact that the Eaja with 
a large, or comparatively large, territory, is not the only 
outcome of the tribal (or clan) conquests which are the 
origin of many North-Western and Oudh tenures. It 
occasionally happened that conquering Rajputs settled in 
groups without any Raja or chief, and then merely formed 
equal groups of ' bhaiachara ' villages ; or at most a leading 
man here and there became 'zamindar’ of a village or two, 
and gave rise to the ' zamindan ’ tenure there, and his 
numerous descendants to the ‘pattfdari’ tenure after him. 
Or it may be that long after establishment, the necessity of 
defence caused the group of clansmen to elect a Rdja over 
them. 

These clan-settlements, if I may so call them, often occurred 
after the great historical immigration of the Aryan tribes, 
with their quasi-feudal organization ; and represent a secon- 
dary movement — a sort of overflow of some other, and per- 
haps distant, location. There is no place for some of the 
younger members of the great families, and then ^a single 
individual, or three brothers at most,’ start off, settle in 
some convenient locality, ‘ and prosper : they commence by 
dividing the property equally among all the sons.’ In 
that case they form bhaiachara communities. In other 
instances, adventurers have gone forth and succeeded in be- 
coming the ‘zamindars ’ of villages. ‘If it happens that any 
call is made on the military prowess of the family now 
become a clan ’ [or perhaps always having been numerous 
enough to form a clan] . . . ‘ it is not unlikely that their 
natural leader, the head of the elder branch, may be either 
nominated Rajd by his clan or be granted the title by the 
supreme authority.’ 
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Lucknow ^ being around the seat of government, there 
was less need of Taliiqdars, and more scope for courtiers 
and others becoming possessors of villages or small estates ; 
or for villages being reserved for the king’s privy purse, 
so that they became independent when the kingdom came 
to an end. 

And the facts of tenure bear out this expectation. 
Out of 1493 villages in the district, only 374 are taluqa 
villages. The rest are ' zammdarl/ — i. e. where some 
family has furnished a sole landlord or expanded into a 
proprietary community ; while a considerable number (50 1 
occupying 3^9,855 acres) are in the 'bhaiachara’ form 
showing Settlements of small clans on the equality principle 
— where no overlord has arisen. 

In TJnao^, out of 1194 villages, only 266I are taluqa 
villages, divided among 18 Taluqdars, of whom 5 only 
are hereditary: 5 were auction-purchasers and 8 were 
of recent origin. Proprietary families had got hold of 5614 
villages returned as held by single owners or joint families, 
and 344f were probably owned in the same way, only 
that as the shares were divided, the ofBcial classification 
separates them and calls them ‘pattidM.’ 

In Rai Baeeli w^e have the district where the once ex- 
tensive settlement of the ' Bais ’ of the clan of Tilokchand 
still maintains its ground^. It is instructive to notice here 
how the establishment of a great Rajput clan, with its 
organization of chiefs, has affected the villages. In the 
first place, out of 1735 villages, no less than 1719 are 
now held by Tilokchaiidi Bais. Of the whole number, 
1198 villages are formed into the estates of 100 chiefs who 
have become Taluqdfc. Of these, ii are great estate- 
holders (350,000 acres among them). There remain 537 
villages (covering 460 square miles) owned by groups of 
smaller proprietors, mostly Bais and Kahnpurias. 

In Paetabgabh ^ it is noted that 1722 villages are in 


^ Gazetker, vol. ii. p. 341. 

2 15 ., vol. ill. p 53. 

^ 15 ., vol iii. p. 207 et seq , and 


see vol. i. of tlie present work. 
Chap. IV. p. 133. 

* Gazetteer, vol. hi. p. 624, &c 
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taluqas, and 387 held by independent proprietors. Tho^^c 
that are in taliicjas arc mostly -without st]* 03 ig sub-proprie- 
tary rights. — i.e. v/ilhout a sub- Settlement. The indepen- 
dent village's are inosily held by proprieiai*y families, only 
115 being ‘ bliaiachani.’ 

In SuLTAXPUU* wo also find a district where the taluq- 
dari villages preponderate. 10222 arc in taluqas and 890^ 
ai'e independent. In the taluqas the villages are mostly 
without sub-Scttlcinonts. Of the independent \iHage>, as 
usual, by far the larger number are held by -'zamindars/ or 
are shared, while 182 are Oohaiaehara.' 


SnCTIOX IV. — SL'E-LmOPUILTAlli TrXL'RE^'. 

§ £. (i) Tho^e eutdled to u fivh-l>eftlehier/t. 

The wat’ in which the rights of the sub- proprietors or 
original holders under the TaliU|dar. wei*o determined and 
provided for at Settlement, accoj'diug to rules promulgated 
in 1866 (made la-w by Act XXVI of 1866“). may now be 
stated. 

As this lias all been done long ago, it is now of no 
importance to the student to go into details as to the dates 
and periods of limitation which were fixed. I shall inei’cly 
state in outline the principles followed. 

The subordinate rights come under one or other of three 
categories : — 

(1) Sub-proprietor of on entire v’dboje entitled to a 

sub-Settlcment ; 

(2) Sub-proprietor of a holding, plot, or grove, not 
entitled to a sub-Scttlement : 

(3) Rights merely provided for under the head of 

tenant-right 

As to the rights of first order entitling to a sub-Settlc- 
ment, the claimant was required to show, first, that he A\as 


^ G-azetteer, Yol iii. p 435. = CVlU'cl the Oiulli Sub SuitlenK'iil Aet, t866 
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really proprietor over the whole of Ms dawi'^ ; and, secondly, 
that Ms proprietary right was recognized ‘pakkd,’ (or 
pukhtadaii) as it was called, by the continuous enjoyment 
of a lease given by the Taluqdar. What is meant by ‘ con- 
tinuous ^ was defined with reference to certain fixed dates 
which it is not now necessary to go into. The lease must 
have been connected with, and given in consequence of, the 
proprietary or managing right, not as a ‘ farm ’ to a mere 
tax-gatherer to realize certain revenues. 

The sub-Settlement or pukhtadaii right arose ^ : — 

(i) From former full proprietary right; 

{%) Purchase of ‘ birt ’ over the village ; 

(3) The village being mortgaged and the mortgagee 
holding unredeemed. 

The right to sub-Settlement might again be affected by 
the amount of profit which would remain to the claimant 
after paying the Taluqdar his dues. If by the terms of the 
contract, the sub-proprietor got so little that, after paying 
the Taluqdar, he had not more than 12 per cent, on the 
gross rental of the village, no sub-Settlement would be 
made, and the sub-proprietor would then remain only in 
the second order of right. If the profits originally did not 
come up to i z per cent., the under-proprietor retained his 
sir land, and if the profits of this were not equal to lo per 
cent, of the gross rental of the estate, more land was 
assigned to Mm as ‘ sir ’ so as to make up the profits to the 
minimum 10 per cent. 

A sub-proprietor who was entitled to sub-Settlement, 
because his profits came up to a minimum of 12 per cent., 
would be entitled also to have the rent payable by him 
under his sub-Settlement fixed at such an amount as would 
bring his profit up to 25 per cent. ; in short, any suh-pro- 
prietor of a %vhole village entitled to a sub-Settlement at all, 
must get profits equal to 25 per cent, on the gross rental. 

1 TMs would not be vitiated by desired to favour : the state of the 
the arbitrary seizure and alienation case, as a whole, would be looked 
of a part of the land in favour of to. V, § 12, &c.) 

some person whom the taluqtdar ^ See Gazetteer, vol. i. p. 439. 
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§ 2,. Suh-Proprietors : (ii) those not entitled to 
8 uh- Settlement. 

Next, there was the second order, suh-propriciors who 
had retained no general lighi over the whole of their original 
village or estate, having no lease which recognized such 
right. These would usually, however, have maintained 
their right to some plots of land, which would happen in 
several ways. It is here that the various grants and in- 
dulgences allowed by the Taluqdar or his predecessors, 
operated to give rise to a number of ^ sub-tenures ’ as they 
are treated in the books. These ‘ sub-tenures ’ in fact de- 
scribe nothing more or less than a number of forms in 
which, or circumstances under which, the Taluqdar sold, 
granted, or recognized, certain rights to plots of land or 
parts of villages, and which are now stereotyped as under- 
proprietary rights in the particular lands concerned. 

§ 3. Enumeration of suh-Tenures in Plots, 

As it is the practice an the text-books to enumerate 
and describe the different ways in which Taluqddrs (or 
their predecessors) granted rights in villages, as so many 
‘ sub-tenures ’ under local vernacular names, it may be well 
if I follow the example and briefly describe and explain the 
terms used. 

These terms do not really imply any complication ; they 
merely indicate, by separate names, various kinds or degrees 
of right which it became customary to grant or sell. In 
other words, under these different 'sub- tenures’ the landlord 
parted with certain individual sticks out of the bundle 
which together made up the totality of the enjoyment of 
full ownership. Such separated rights were in their nature 
proprietary, but, being always in subordination to the 
Taluqdar or overlord, are called 'sub-proprietary rights,’ 
or ' sub-tenures.’ 

Such under-proprietary rights were : — 

(i) Pihddri^ or ‘DiddH.’ This is mentioned in several 
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districts^ and appears to indicate that where a village pro- 
prietor was obliged by circumstances to put his village into 
a taluqa voluntarily, or sometimes where his village was 
taken without his consent, either a fraction of the village, 
or a specific plot of land, was left to the proprietor as his 
own ; and this land was rent- or revenue-free, the amount 
so deducted being thrown on to the other lands of the 
village^. A whole village might be held ^dihdari,’ I 
suppose, where more than one village had formed the 
estate lost, and one village was retained in this way. 
In such a case there would be a sub-Settlement with 
the holder. 

(2) ^ S{}\ The commonest of all sub-proprietary hold- 
ings is the 'sir’ — that personal and inherited holding 
which, under any foi^m of common or shared village estate, 
each co-sharer has for his own special benefit. When the 
quondmt owner or co-sharer loses all his other privileges, 
he manages to retain his own special holding, which he 
always cultivated himself, or by his own hired labour or 
personal tenantry, and he holds this at a favourable rate 
of rent. A person who did not claim to have been 
proprietor, or a member of a proprietary body, over the 
whole village, might yet have had a proprietary claim to a 
holding of his own ; and this would also be ' sir ’ under the 
Taluqddr. Land might also be given or recognized as ' sir ’ 
though not originally a family holding^. When a man 
had, under Settlement arrangements, to have his profits 
made up to him to a certain percentage, it was done by 
assigning him so much more land as 'sir.’ Under this 
head, ' n^nkar ’ ought to be included, for it is really ' sir,’ 
only called by the other name because allowed for the 
purpose of supporting the holder, who rendered some service 

^ Daizilbad S. R, pp 79 and 80; synonym of * je wan birt’; and there 
wheretheland was not entirely free, were a number of ^hard cases’ 
a low rate levied on it was called which came up at Settlement which 
* barbasti.’ (Sykes, p. 160.) were provided for by the sort of 

^ In some places the term * sir ’ is compromise of recognizing a certain 
applied to land allowed to younger ^ sir ’ holding for the ill-used 
members of a chiefs family for claimant, 
their support : in this sense it is a 
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in managing the village, or was entitled to considt;ratio 3 i 
on other grounds. 

^Sir' land is said in the Bahraich Sefileruerd Report to 
be the land that each man had as his oiun ut the date v:ho/n 
the village was incoTpomted into the taluqa. Land after- 
wards added on might only he called ' sir ’ — or held at the 
low rate usually allowed, by special favour. 

It was an object, of course, to encourage the old ■ zamin- 
d^rs ’ to stay on, and not to abscond, or offer their vilLige 
to a neighbouring Taluqdar; to effect this the Talaqdar 
readily granted the 'sir’ to be held at a loAV'rate : and thus 
the old landholders were reconciled to their new position 
out of attachment to the ancestral acres, especially wduui 
they had groves also. 

(3) Birt and Sanhalp Birt was properly a ginnt (i. c. 
for appearance sake) ; but in later timcb (at any I’ate) it 
was always for a consideration. Sankal'p is a religious 
grant, made for no consideration but the ]n*ayers and 
services of Brahmans, and is irrevocable and made with the 
form of giving a blade of sacred 'kdsa’ grass.'^ Bishnprtt 
is another religious grant of this nature. 

The grant (really sale) of the 'zamindari’ right in a 
whole village (birt-zamind^ri) gave more or less of the 
Taluqdar’s right in the village according to the terms of the 
deed, but always a subordinate right. Such grants have 
already been described (pp, 225, 

In the Bahraich Settlement Report it is noted that, in 
some parganas, such grants were made in order to enable 
a needy Taluqdar to realize at once — ^in advanco as it Avere 
— an advantage from villages newly settled in the AVfisto, 
which would otherwise be realized only in the course 
of years. The grantee would be entitled to tanks he 
dug and groves he planted, as well as to dues other 
than the ordinary revenue or grain-share, of which perhaps 
he would stipulate for the dah-haq, or 'one-tenth’ share. 

1 For the discussion as to whether the Sanhalp (*ould be losunicd 0i 
reduced, see Sykes, p. 181. 
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The birtiya did not, in virtue of this grant, become owner 
or manager of the village^. 

It did not follow that the donee succeeded in retaining 
the whole of the privileges after the grantor’s death ; and 
we hear of cases where a ‘birt’ of the same lands was 
formally granted to several different persons. 

There are other ‘birts’ known as ^j^wan birt’ (for the 
support of younger sons, &c.), ‘ ri’ayati birt ’ (a grant made 
out of favour), ‘jangal-tarashi biH’ (grant to encourage 
the clearing of the jungle), and ^marwat birt ^ (presently 
described). 

(4) Bai'qitadt and ^ ddr,^ These are only names indicat- 
ing that particular plots (never whole villages) have been 
sold, and so that the purchaser is vaguely the ‘holder’ 
(dar) of his purchase. 

(5) ‘DiA.’ This is not to be confused with the ‘Dih-dari’ 
spoken of. For some reason or other — which I have not 
found explained — when an old village fell into ruin and 
the estate was afterwards reconstituted, it was likely that 
the new dwelling site did not occupy the whole area of 
the old one, or was built elsewhere ; and the new founders 
got and cultivated the old site which was found lying 
waste but fertile, and held on to this under the above name, 
through subsequent losses and changes 

(6) ‘ Baswant ’ and ‘ Ghahdram' These words only in- 
dicate that a ‘ jangal-tarashi ’ or waste-clearing grant 
carried with it a stipulation that the grantee should retain 
‘a tenth’ or ‘fourth’ of the produce: and resulted in his 
clinging to a similar fraction of the land afterwards. 

(7) Pdrwd hasnd Grant to encourage a man to found 
(basna) a ‘purwd’ — outlying hamlet or extension of a 


^ A grant would run thus : ^ I 
have given to Tulsi Ram, Brahman, 
a grant ( birt). He will get continu- 
ously village Ganeshpur, with tanks, 
groves, dih (certain lands explained 
in No. 5), and parjd an'jwi, Uma 
and hondhd (certain house and other 
fees). He is to get zamindari 
allowances (i. e. special allowances 


of nankar, &c , made ordinarily to 
the managers whether the village 
was held m farm or direct). He is 
to take possession in confidence. 
R. 701 have been taken." 

^ Bahraich S. R., pp. 97-8. 

® See Section ii, Act XXYI of 
1866. 
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village. It really only gave the grantee a lease so long as 
he could hold it : during that time, ho got the dues allowed 
to the ^zamindar’ or luanager. xlnd if the village vras 
taken under direct management, the grantee fell back on 
the area allotted as his sir and nankar land— as api^oars 
from the specimen gvant given by Mr. Sj'kcs. ^Do 3"Ou, it 
runs, 'found a katra (street or hamlet) after the name of 
Bhagwan-bakhsh. in village Deopur, and populate it; build 
your own house therein, and be assured that I have written 
oflf the “ zamindari '' of the same to you. ... So long as 
you wish jmu may hold pahhd (i. e. have the revenue- 
lease of the place), and if it is made Icadtdid. (i. e. taken 
under direct management) yon ma\" enjoj' ten bighas 
ndnhdT and ten bighas sir, assessed at one rupee eight 
annas ; and in addition take ten bighas of grazing-land.’ 
' Burther, three bighas are given you for a grove, tliut yov, 
may rest quiet iu your raincl 

(8) Maruvt [maroiL or iitariuaidivt). This was one of 
the grants which doubtless helped to attach the retainers to 
the old Eaja's house. If a man went out to fight his 
master’s battles, he knew that his family would be provided 
for in the case of his death - ; or such a grant was made as 
' blood-money ’ — compensation for the death of some one 
for which the grantee assumed a certain responsibility. 

(9) ‘ Bisvji! This right is said to bo almost confined to 
Faizabad and Sultanpur : it represents a claim wliicb arose 
out of a mortgage where a proprieto'^' had borrow^cd money of 
a cultivator on the security of his holding. He thus^ in 
fact, forestalled his rental receipts, and the cultivator lield 
rent-free (when the interest equalled the rent), but more 
often paid a small sum, called ' parmsana,’ representing the 
difference between interest due to him and iho full rent of 
the land^. Under old custom the mortgage was always 

^ Sykes, p. 171. Hotc rliJis in gr.infc, see XJI, hidton 

connection wiLh 'svhar said pio- p. 52 : anti '^ykes, p 191. 

sently about g'i-jt'b in Oudli. ’ Tlio student may compare 11 ns 

^ Seethe Suli/iupur 8. 7 ?.. pp. 83 - practice with the moiLgagO's hy 
84; and Sleeman’s Jo^hticy. \(A. i. toiiancs m 3 Ialahai Vol in. Madras), 
p. 254. As to the question whether For tho tcrin^) ol* a Biswi, sec Sykos, 
the taluqdar can 'iLi>ninc a marwat p. 194 

VOI. IT. U 
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redeemable^ but under our law of limitation it ceased to 
be so ; and when tbe mortgage was foreclosed or became 
irredeemable, tbe sub-tenure, called ^ biswi,’ was allowed to 
the ex-proprietor, by way of compromise for the loss of the 
right of redemption. 

(10) ^ Rakhaund' This is sometimes spoken of as a 
sub-tenure : it means a claim to a bit of land, on the 
ground that it was an exclusive grant out of the waste for 
grazing purposes ; it might not be broken up, otherwise it 
became liable to full rent. It would seem that this was 
rather a grant of a right of sole user than a sub-proprietary 
grant 

^ It has not unfrequently happened that claims have been 
preferred by members of the old cultivating community to 
certain plots of meadow land as pasture ground \ The right is 
never claimed as a general one over all the waste land in the 
village, but a particular area or portion of such waste is always 
named. The meaning of the word, which is dand set apart,’ 
would support the idea that separate portions of the waste were 
thus made over to, or rather retained by, the ex-proprietor 
when his property was merged in the lordship. 

^ The holder of this rahliaund would have the exclusive right 
to graze his cattle thereon, to cut thatching grass, &c., but it is 
uncertain whether he would be allowed to break up the land 
for tillage or not. My inquiries lead me to beheve that this 
was not permitted, and that the holder of rakhaum so breaking 
it up would be liable to pay full rent on it.’ 

(11) ‘ Bdghdt ’ {groves and orchards). Last, but not 
least, must be mentioned the right, which everyone has who 
has planted a grove (bd gh ). 

The right to plant this is in itself a distinctive feature of 
proprietary right. A man might have neither 'sir’ land 
nor a ' birt,’ and yet have his right in a grove ; for he might 
have planted it without anyone's permission^ and that 
shows that he must at one time have been owner, at least 
of the land on which the grove stands. Permission was 


^ See Bahraich S. H., p. 102. 


^ Gazetteer (vol. i p. 186). 
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also often given to plant a grove, and the piantcr became 
owner, at all events as long as the grove was maintained. 

The trees may be by custom owned separately from the 
land; so that if a tenant gets permission (a^s he nnist in 
all cases) to plant a grove, he may own the trees, but 
the land would revert ■when the trees had died or were 
cut \ 

The following extract is taken from the Oudh Gazet- 
teer ^ : — 

^ There is no village, and hardly any resi3onsibie family, 
which is without its plantation ; and even members of the 
lower castes will think no oiibrt thrown awaj^- to acquire a 
small patch of land on which to plant a few ireos which shall 
keep alive their rnemorj’ or tha^ of the dca rest relations to 
whose names they dedicate them. A cuhivaior who would 
quit his house and his fields with hardly a regret, to coinmonco 
life under better circumstances elsewhere, caii hardly ever over- 
come the passionate affection which attaches him to his grove ; 
and the landlord who gives up a small plot of barren land for 
this purpose to an industrious fiimily, is more than repaid by 
the hold he thereby gains over his tenant. As much as a 
thousand square miles is covered with those plantations, 
usually one or two acres each, but soniotiines, when the pro- 
perty of a wealthy landowner, occupying a much larger area. ' 

§ 4. These Bights all recorded at Seitleriient, 

All these sub-proprietary rights give a profit equal to 
not more than 10 per cent, of the gross rental of the 
estate. All such rights in sir and nankar lands, birts, 
mu’afis, and other grants, and rights in groves — arc only 
secured by record at Settlement; no sub-Settlemc-ut isniade 
with the holders of them. 

^ Eor some curious particulars soe ;undL‘r Ririabiraili di^aLrict) 
about groves and certain riglit^ in Gozoficti, vol ni p, 93. 
sharing the produce of Moliwairoes, * Iniioducnon, vol. 1. p 6. 


R % 
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§ 5. Profits of the Taluqddr. 

It will be now readily understood that the profits of the 
Taluqd^r greatly depend on the nature and extent of the 
inferior proprietary rights which exist in his estate. If he 
were free of all such claims, his assumed rental-profits 
would at least equal the Government revenue (on the 50 
per cent, principle). But in fact the existence of such 
rights leaves him less. He can only have the rental after 
paying the Government revenue and also allowing for the 
rights of other parties. For instance, in an estate where 
the village owners are entitled to a sub-Settlement ; here, 
as no person with a sub-Settlement can get less than 2^5 
per cent, of the gross rental, there would only remain about 
per cent, for the Taluqdar. If the sub-proprietors (with 
sub-Settlements) were entitled to considerably more than 
25 per cent., the Taluqdar might have merely a nominal 
profit, were it not for the rule that in no case can the 
amount payable by the under-proprietor be less than the 
amount of the Government revised demand, with the ad- 
dition of 10 per cent. — that is, the Taluqdar’s profit on the 
estate must be at least 10 per cent, on the Government 
demand ^ (because the rest — the Government demand which 
he receives from the under-proprietor — he has to pass on to 
the treasury). 

When speaking above of the difierent extent of the 
estates which different Taluqd^rs had acquired, I alluded 
only to the circumstances which made their holding consist 
of a greater or less number of villages or extent of land. 
But now we see further, that even in two estates nearly 
equal in extent^ the amount of the Taluqdar's pecuniary 
interest may be very different. The more the Taluqdar had 
obliterated the old proprietary rights in the village, the 
more landholders he reduced to the status of tenants, the 
larger his profits were. But originally, in Oudh, the Taluq- 
dar paid much less to the State than the Bengal Zamind^r 


^ See Act XXVI of 1886, Schedule, Rule VII, clause 3. 
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did ; for in Oudli, when he got in his rents from the 
villages, he often only paid in one-third, and, in some cases, 
not one-fifth or one-tenth of the whole to the State treasury ; 
whereas the amount of the Bengal Zamindar s payment to 
the State originally represented nine-tenths of the rental of 
his villages. The Zamindar, however, made Jus profit by 
increasing the cultivation of waste (often a very large area) 
not included in the assessed area, and by levying cesses 
which, of course, did not appear in the accounts as part of 
his collections. 

Novj, the Taluqdars, being recognized as proprietors of 
the estates, and not State grantees or contractors for the 
revenue, the Government never (save as a favour in excep- 
tional cases) takes less than the 50 per cent, of the ‘ net 
assets,’ which it levies in all North Indian provinces on all 
proprietors. Hence in theory the Taluqdars get relatively 
less than they did formerly in the way of actual percentage 
of the revenue. On the other hand, owing to the increased 
value of the land, and the consequent great increase in the 
absolute amount of the rental, their profits are often 
(absolutely) much larger. 


Section V.— Tenants. 

§ I. Rights heloiu tJie grade of Sub-Proprietary. 

When the cultivator of lamd is not in proprietary posses- 
sion under the Taluqdar, and is not the holder of any ‘ sir,’ 
or ‘birt,’ or other of the sub-proprietary holdings, he is 
a tenant. 

There was an immense correspondence and inquiry about 
the possible rights of tenants in Oudh ; the point being 
whether, apart from the various rights which were protected 
as sub-tenures, there was anything which could entitle a 
tenant, as such, to have rights of occupancy, by length of 
possession or otherwise. 

^ See Financial Commissioner sioner,Oudli, igtli June, 1865, allud- 
Pan jab’s letter to Chief Commis- ing to Sleeman, vol. 11. p. 209. 
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It is now of no importance to enter into the details of the 
correspondence ; we are only concerned with the outcome 
of it. That was the first Oudh Kent Act, XIX of 1868. 
After some years of practical experience, this law was 
modified and is now replaced by the present Kent Act 
(No. XXII of 1886). 

The Settlement of Oudh, it must be remembered, did not 
sweep into one common grade of tenant, the bulk of the 
soil-holders under the superior landlord, as, speaking 
generally, the Bengal law of 1793 minutely 

classified and determined who were proprietors under the 
Taluqd^r, and who were partly so, and to what extent. 
Hence the only further protection that was thought neces- 
sary was to make one class of tenant-right, which is, in 
fact, only a very weak form of sub-proprietary right. If 
a tenant could show that he was once proprietor — i. e. 
within thirty years before February 13th, 1856 (date of 
annexation), he might be entitled to the occupancy-right as 
tenant of his holding, with a heritable but not transfer- 
able tenure. He could claim a written lease or ^ patta,’ 
specifying his terms, and his rent could only be enhanced 
on certain conditions. 

The Oudh law recognizes no arbitrary or legal right of 
occupancy by mere lapse of twelve years or any other 
period ; the Act X of 1859 has never been in force. Such 
a rule of law is only needed where there has been a grant 
of one class of rights without definition of the others. Then 
the only remedy is — when the lapse of time and the cir- 
cumstances of the country render discrimination difficult, if 
not impossible — to grant a general right of tenant-occu- 
pancy, based on a continuous holding for a fixed number of 
years, as a practically just, if arbitrary, method of protec- 
tion. Hence, in Oudh, ‘ occupancy-tenants,’ as representing 
the residuary class of persons, who have some right to 
consideration, and yet not definite enough to be sub-pro- 
prietors, &c., are a small class. Under the Act of 1868 
they were holding only about t per cent, of the, whole 
cultivated area: 78 per cent, was held by tenants-at-will. 



PT. L CH. III.] THl OUDH LAND-SYSTEM. 247 

Thus, let me repeat, the -village rights may now appear 
in a descending gradation of strength. In some villages 
the landholders may he under-proprietors, entitled to a 
sub-Settlement ; in others, they may have preserved partial 
rights, which make them only sub-proprietors of their 
sir, of groves, of plots held in mortgage unredeemed, of 
revenue-free holdings (mu’^fi), and such like, -without any 
sub-Settlement; in others, they may have sunk to the 
position of tenants with a right of occupancy ; in others, 
the hulk of the cultivators may he tenants-at-will. 

I do not mean to imply that the tenants-at-will are 
always, or nearly always, people who were ages ago pro- 
prietors. In every village there are bodies of tenantry 
who were never anything else. Land was once as abun- 
dant as it was fertile, and good cultivating classes were 
attracted to it as tenants. Such are the large class of 
Kurmi's and Mur£os, who form a considerable part of the 
tenantry, and number about a million of souls. ^ They are 
the backbone of the wealth of the country, and, though 
they will pay very high rents, the value in which they are 
held will deter a landlord from driving them off his estate 
by excessive extortion.' A large number of the lower 
tenantry and village servants are probably mixed castes 
of the original Dravidian and conquering Aryan in- 
habitants. 


§ 2. Serfdom^ 

Under the head of ^ Tenants,' we have to notice that in 
Bahraich and other districts east of Oudh, which had been 
the seat of the kingdoms of the Bhars before the Aryan 
races conquered and occupied them, a system of serfdom 
known as ‘^sawak’ was in force. The accounts do not 
show that this was an enforced slavery of aboriginal or 
inferior races ; rather it appears to have arisen from ex- 
treme poverty, certain of the lower castes selling them- 
selves for a cash-advance In Gonda, the same system is 


^ Gazetteer , vol, i. p. 145. 
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mentioned, and with this addition, that a sdwak could get 
rid of a bad master hy re-selling himself. 

The ‘sawak’ system^ (in Bahraich saunk) was in full 
force, as indeed everywhere east of the Ghagra. Under it a 
man of any of the four castes — Lodh, Ghamdr^ Kot% Kut- 
mi — receives an advance from a farmer, and becomes his 
bond-serf for life, or till he pays off the advance, which, it 
must be noted, does not bear interest. ‘ The ordinary sum 
so given varies from R. 30 to R. 100, and for this a man 
binds himself and his children down to the remotest gene- 
ration. It is quite common to meet men whose fathers 
entered into these obligations, and who still labour in their 
discharge, although well aware that they can discard them 
and be free to sell their labour in the open market when- 
ever they choose.’ ^ Such men receive nominally one-sixth 
of the crop, whatever it be, on which they have laboured as 
ploughmen and reapers. The general division, though, is 
slightly different. The unit of measurement and subdivision 
is ten or fifty local seers ^ : from this is taken one 

and a half pdnsdris (seven and a half seers) for the plough- 
man, and half a pdnseri (two and a half seers) for the 
ploughman’^s wife : but this last payment is conditional on 
her performing the two duties of grinding grain for the 
master’s family and making the cow-dung cakes which are 
used as fuel. The farmer is not bound to concede these 
privileges nor the labourer to undertake them.’ 

The writer goes on to explain that this system cannot, 
of course, be enforced under our law ; for, if the money 
obligation were enforced, the reciprocal right of the labourer, 
to be maintained in the case of failure of crop, would have 
also to be provided for. It survives by the consent of the 
parties or the force of custom. 

^ A sdwaJc is attached to every plough. Only one plough is 
allowed on the average for about seven acres and a half, and 
supplementary spade-husbandry is largely used so as fully to 
employ the sdwak's time. An average crop from this will be 

^ Gazetteer, vol. i. p. 145. a standard seer. So that the 'pdnseri 

^ The local seer averages about half is from 2 to 2J standard seers. 
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about 7ooolb. : at 90olb. to the acre, the sckvah's share, in- 
cluding his wife’s, will be 14001b., half of it in superior grain, 
which he can exchange for looolb. of inferior but wholesome 
grain. His whole earnings will then be 17001b. of grain, from 
which a man with a wife and two children cannot properly be 
sustained. . . . ’ 

^ At present the only motive for entering into the contract is 
want of food, and that this is an increasing motive is shown by 
the increasing numbers of sdtoalcs. Every second man met 
with in the fertile plains of Hisampur is a sdwaJc, and it seems 
strange to an Englishman to listen to the proprietor pointing 
to them as they stand behind or drive the four-footed cattle at 
the ploughs. He descants upon the sums he paid for them : — 
fifty-one rupees for that one, sixty for his neighbour, because 
the latter had a large family which went with the lot.’ 

§ 3. The Oudh Bent Act. 

The first Eent Act, XIX of 1868, has, as I have said, been 
replaced by Act XXII of 1886 h In the Oudh Manual 
(Eevenue Circulars), Part II, Circular 33 (Vol. II}, will be 
found a statement of the changes introduced. 

The old law, as I have already stated, acknowledged no 
occupancy-tenants, except the small class of ex-proprietary- 
tenants — a class, in fact, whose rights were too weak to be 
called ^sub-proprietary’ at all, and were therefore not 
protected by the Act XXYI of 1866. 

It was long considered whether this wholesale abandon- 
ment of ordinary tenants — even though by their caste and 
history it was clear they were voluntary or contract settlers 
on the land, with an eye to making their livelihood — was 
altogether desirable. 


§ 4. The Mew Seven Years' Rule. 

The new Act has effected a sort of compromise. It has 
not created an artificial occupancy-title, but it has provided 
a general protection to the ordinary tenant of a somewhat 


^ It came into force on tlxe ist January, 1887. 
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novel character. Every non-occupancy-tenant (with the 
exceptions, to he noted) admitted before the passing of the 
See sec. 36. Act, has a statutory right to remain on the holding, and 
with the same rent, as he was paying on the ist of January, 
1887, for seven years, from the date of the last change in 
his rent, or the last change in the area of his holding ; or, 
if neither has happened, from the date of admission to his 
holding. Thus, suppose a tenant took a holding in the 
beginning of the year 1886 (the Fasli year 1^93), his lease 
would have five years to run after the expiry of 1294, the 
year in which the Act came into force. Any tenant admitted 
after the passing of the Act, will also have seven years 
from that date, or seven years from the date of any change 
in the holding or rent. 

This privilege does not apply — 

(1) To sub-tenants (shikmi), i. e. tenants of a tenant ; 

(2) To tenants on the proprietor’s own special holding, 
or ' sir,’ as defined in Section 67 \ 

(3) It may be barred on waste given to the tenant to 
reclaim, or i’eclaimed by the landlord, and given 
over on a contract. Such land has a period of 
grace (fourteen years) before it comes under 
ordinary conditions. 

(4) It does not apply to estates which are separated as 
alluvial, or liable to change by river-action, nor to 
waste-land grants. There are also some special 
territories (Schedule D), which are exempted 
from it 

The tenant must not, of course, get into arrears with his 
rent ; for an unsatisfied decree for arrears will deprive him 
Hec. 61. of his privilege. So he will lose it if he makes an improper 


Act XXII 
of 1886, 
Sec. 4 
0 - 4 )- 


See Act 
XXII of 
1886, sec. 
157. 


^ Similar protection to the land- 
owner’s home farm will be found in 
nearly all the Rent Acts. In these 
landlord estates of more or less 
artificial growth the 'sir’ is that 
which approaches most nearly to 
being really private property ; the 
rest is in most eases more or less 


a matter of legal recognition or 
conferment by State policy, and 
therefore in that case, the State has 
every right to divide its 'benefits be- 
tween parties interested in different 
degrees ; hence the ' sir ’ is exempt- 
ed from burdens the rest is not. 

2 See note, p. 254. 
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use of the land, sublets the whole of it, or wrongfully 
diminishes the cultivation, so that he cannot pay his rent 
in kind (where the rent is so payable). Sec 62. 

§ 5. Enhancement for the same Tenant after the 
Statutory Period, 

On the expiry of the privileged term, enhancement of 
rent can be demanded ; but only on agreement, or by order 
of Court, to an extent not exceeding 6^ per cent, on the 
previous annual rent ; and, if the rent is in kind, it cannot 
be enhanced except in accordance ^with an established 
custom ^ of the pargana. 

These limits do not apply where the landlord has made, Sec. 50. 
or paid compensation for, an improvement which increases 
'the productive power of the land. The case put in Section 
49 also is hardly an exception. 

If a tenant dies during his term, his heir (as defined in 
Section 48) can continue the holding and its privileges for 
the term, but cannot claim a renewal on its expiry. 

As to the enhancement on a new tenant taking up a 
holding, the period of which has determined, Section 47 
limits the amount in a similar way, subject to certain 
details, for which the Act must be consulted. 

In order to get the enhancement spoken of above, the 
landlord may have a notice issued before the 15th of 
February ; and, unless the tenant can contest it on the 
grounds specified in Section 43, he must accept it or go. 

Having accepted it, he is again secure for a term of seven 
years more. 


§ 6 . Option of Landlord. 

The landlord is, however, entitled, at the close of each 
statutory term (not to enhance, but) to regain posses- 
sion of his land by a notice, to be served before 15th see S4 
JSTovember^. 


^ ^ This date is fixed, as it allows 
time to settle any questions that 
may come before the Court before 


the season arrives at which only 
tenant can be evicted. 



LAND SYSTEMS OE BRITISH INDIA. [book hi. 


Sec. 5 


Sec. 52, 
el. I. 

Sec. 24. 
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§ 7. Commutation of Grain-Bents. 

Commutation of grram-rents to cash is left to be matter 
entirely of agreement between the parties. 

§ 8. Occupancy-Bight. 

The occupancy-tenancy remains as it was before — ^that is, 
it is allowed to any person who has ‘ lost all proprietary- 
right/ but has himself, or his predecessor in the inheritance 
has, at some former time — within thirty years of annexa- 
tion (13th February, 1856) — been proprietor; and his 
right extends to land he was holding on the 24th August, 
1866 A person cannot, however, be occupancy-tenant in 
any village estate in which he also holds any sub-proprietary 
rights (such as a grove, a special holding, ‘ dihdari,’ or any 
of the rights before described). His right is held to be 
satisfied by his recognition to that extent ; and no further 
general concession is needed. The occupancy-right is herit- 
able, but not transferable. A landlord may confer^ by regis- 
tered agreement, a right of occupancy irrespective of these 
terms. 

Ejectment can only be had on decree, and that decree can 
only be made on the ground of a decree for arrears of 
rent which has not been paid up for fifteen days after 
making it. 

Any tenant who wishes to make an ‘ improvement ’ (as 
defined in Section 26), must ask the landlord's leave ; but, 
if the landlord refuses, power is given to apply to the 
Deputy Commissioner for permission. The landlord can 
make an improvement without the consent of a tenant- 
at-will, but not without the consent of an occupancy- 
tenant. 

Compensation for improvements ^ is of course a condition 

^ Of course a person who had this ought to be useful in settling 
come into occupation between Eeb- disputes that afterwards arise as to 
i*uary 1856 and August 1866, would the compensation due, which are 
not have the right. said to have been very frequent 

^ Section 25 provides for register- under the law of 1868. 
ing improvements and their cosi; 
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precedent to eviction — on the terms and with the limita- 
tions for which, the Act itself may be consulted. Sees. 22 

Tenants' rent is reco-verable by distraint under carefully 
restricted conditions and procedure, for which Chapter VII 
of the Act must be read. Under-proprietor's rent (the 
definition of rent includes both) is recoverable by suit in 
the Eevenue Court \ 

There are important provisions regarding remission of 
rent made with the sanction of the Deputy Commissioner 
at time of passing a decree for arrears in section 19. This 
protects the tenant who is suffering from drought, hail, or 
other calamity ; and there may be a corresponding recom- 
mendation as to the landlord’s revenue (which, of course, 
under the circumstances the authorities would always attend 
to). No court can order the revenue to be reduced ; that is 
a matter for the Government only. An occupancy 
cannot, however, claim a remission for calamity unless the 
landlord has had the benefit of a remission in his re- 
venue. 

These provisions differ somewhat from those of the North- 
Western Provinces Act, where any class of tenant can 
claim a corresponding remission (or suspension) of his rent 
only if revenue is actually remitted or suspended. The Act XII 
circumstances of the estates in the two provinces are, sec.^23.’ 
however, different : the Taluqdars’ Settlements and the sub- 
Settlements make the matter less easy to deal with. The 
section will apply only in cases of genuine and unusual 
loss or calamity, not; e.g. merely a loss on one harvest 
which is recouped by the abundance of the following one, 
but something that really makes the tenant unahle to pay. 

It should here be mentioned that landlords often employ 
a contractor or tMhaddr to collect their rents, and as he 
has some of the privileges of a tenant, though not a tenant 
in name, the Act expressly extends certain sections to such 
a person. But this is a detail which the general student 
need not go into. 

^ Buies on this subject (under sec. made. See Oudh Bev, Mamml (Cir- 
158 of the Eevenue Act) have been culars) Part 11 . No. 10, ii. 
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§ 9. TroUdion of Tenants against contmding themselves 
out of their privileges, 

A very important subject remains to be noted, as regards 
the general subject of Henant-protection.' In a country 
where the tenantry are extremely ignorant and often weak, 
they are induced to put their names to agreements which 
either they do not understand at all, or the real effect 
of which in operation their intelligence fails to take in. I 
shall quote § 16 of the Circular : — 

^ Section 4 is perhaps the most important of all the sections 
in the Act, outside the two Chapters lY and V that describe 
the conditions of the new statutory tenure ’ [i. e. the seven 
years’ protection above described]. ^ It provides that no con- 
tract before or after the Act shall deprive a tenant of that protec- 
tion against enhancement and ejectment which it is the special 
object of the new law to give. 

^ It does not prohibit, however, the execution of a contract 
which shall give a tenant a longer occupancy than the statu- 
tory period of seven years : and in section 69 will be found 
the provisions which govern a tenancy constituted under this 
exception for a period of eight years or longer. But all agree- 
ments for any shorter term are barred, and no contract can 
defeat the statutory limit of enhancement. The Government 
has been unwilling to interfere - more than was absolutely 
necessary with existing contracts, and although no futwre con- 
tract can alienate the right of a tenant in the construction of im- 
provements and his title to- compensation, no existing ^pattas’ 
(leases) are affected which refuse permission to make improve- 
ments or admit the tenant on the condition that he will claim 
no compensation.’ 

It win be understood that the rule about leases to reclaim 
waste, holds good ; for such land is exempt from the oper- 
ation of these various terms, so to speak, till fourteen years 
have passed h 


^ In such lands it is the very 
general custom to arrange progres- 
sive rents — none the first year, very 
little the third, or so on, till a 


moderate rent is reached after some 
years. This would not fit in with 
the provisions enacted for lands in 
regular cultivation. 
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As to the ejectment of ordinary tenants [i. e. not occu- 
pancy-tenants or those holding on special agreement (dating 
before the Act) or a decree of Court], they can be ejected 
after notice, on application or by suit as provided in 
Chapter V. The Chapter V explains itself. Tenants on 
the long leases mentioned in section 69 are on the same 
footing as regards ejectment by application to the Deputy 
Commissioner under section 5 i, as statutory tenants. By 
section 65, if the tenant has established a claim to com- 
pensation for improvements, a decree for eviction will be 
contingent on payment of the money found due. 

There are, of course, many matters of detail in this Act 
which I have not touched on, — for instance, the grant of a 
memorandum of terms (patta) to the tenant if he wants it (in 
connection with which section 70 is important), the giving 
receipts for rent, and so forth. 

The concluding Chapters, VIII-XI, deal with the juris- 
diction of the Revenue Courts, and with procedure and 
supplemental mattei's. 


PART II— THE LAND-REVENUE SETTLEMENT. 


Section I.-^The Pkooeduee of Settlement. 


§ I. Introductory, 

The Regular Settlements have been all completed. The 
first began in October, i 85 o, and the last (Paizabad) was 
completed in September 1878. 

They are for thirty years from the date of the declaration 
of the assessment 

The first to expire is that part of Unao and Part^bgarh 
in 1893, last will be one pargana in Gondd 

(1906) 


^ Section 44, Act XVII of 1876, 
provides that the Governor-General 
may fix the period with reference 


to the agricultural year, 

^ Stack's Memotand'wm on Bevmue 
^ettlemenis (1880), p. 151. 
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As all the troublesome part of the work^ — ^the survey, 
the determination of all claims to rights, and their accurate 
record — has been done once for all, when the Settlements 
fall in nothing will remain (provided the records are ac- 
curately maintained and all transfers duly noted) but to 
revise the assessments on the general principles which 
I have elsewhere described. 

It is, therefore, only necessary to give a very general 
account of the procedure at Settlement, the authority for 
which (at the time of the commencement of the work) 
was, chiefly the Circular Orders of 1861 ; these having 
been approved by the Governor-General in Council, had 
the force of law under the Indian Councils Act^. The 
powers of offlcers and other necessary provisions were after- 
wards formulated in the Oudh Eevenue Act (XVII of 1876) 
(as amended by XIV of 1878 with reference to certain 
powers of the Chief Commissioner). 

§ 2 ,. Settlement Law. 

The provisions of the Oudh Act, as to commencing a 
Settlement by notification in the Gazette, and the district 
continuing to be under Settlement till another notification 
(feclares its completion ; regarding the power to undertake 
all, or such parts of a Settlement as are requisite; of 
providing by rule what records are to be prepared ; the pre- 
sumption that entries in such records are true till the 
contrary is proved ; the appointment and powers of ‘ Settle- 
Act XVII ment Officers ’ and ^ Assistant Settlement Officers ’ ; are all 

of 1876, ^ much the same as in the North-Western Provinces, 

secs. 14-20. 

Sections 20, &c., provide the feature which is special to 
Oudh, as compared with the North-Western Provinces, 
namely, the investing of the Settlement Officers with Civil 
Court powers. This provision was necessary, in order that 
they should be able not only to decide boundary questions 
and determine rights on the sole basis of possession, but 
also go into the merits of all the intricate points of right 


^ See vol. i. chap. III. p. 89. 
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that arose, and decide them subject to the usual course of 
appeal, but with all the advantages of special knowledge, 
and, above all, being on the spot, which no Court but that 
of a Settlement Officer, could possess. 

§ 3. Survey. 

The Survey does not call for any special remark. It was 
done by the older method of Revenue Survey, the interior 
field measurements and soil classification being made by 
‘amins/ Alluvial lands, or lands liable to river action, 
are an important class in Oudh, a--d they were grouped 
into separate 'chaks’ as described under the North-Western 
Provinces survey. The principle was always explained in 

the revenue engagement signed by the proprietors. Digest iv 

sec. 30 

§ 4. Demarcation in OvAli. 

It may be noted, however, that the intermingling of 
estates was in Oudh, so commonly found, that special 
demarcation and boundary proceedings and records were 
necessary. In fact, the Settlement Circulars treated 'de- 
marcation ’ as a distinct branch of work. There was also 
a special staff employed at the Settlements for it. The 
work was done by amins and munsarims, supervised by 
a ' sadr munsarim,' who remained with the demarcation 
officer^. As the Revenue Survey only dealt with exterior 
boundaries of villages, only these were shown in their 
maps, and supplemental maps of interior divisions had to 
be made for the use of the Settlement Officer, and for 
the native stafi* who made the khasra or ‘ field-to-field ’ 
survey. 

The cause of the interlacing of estates has akeady been 
noticed (pp. 30, 135). When a number of villages belonged 
to certain joint families or to groups of landholders, and 
came under division, the plan was for each branch to get, 
not an entire village, or the whole of his share in one 

^ Erskine’s Digest^ Soetioix II, §§ 20-22. 

S 


VOL. IT. 
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village, but a certain slice of each village in the joint 
estate ; and exactly the same thing would he done in divid- 
ing the lands inside a village; the object in every case 
being to equalize the holdings or shares, by letting each 
consist partly of bad and good soil, so that all of one 
class should not go to one family and all of another to 
another. When, therefore, a separate Settlement had to be 
made for the several estates divided off, the lands which 
had to be assessed together as one lay some in one 

village, some in another. When the location of lands in 
an estate is thus scattered, it is said to be ‘khetbat’ 
(properly khetbAht). When the division is into compact 
blocks, it is said to be ^pattx-bat^.' When the lands are 
khetbat, there may be an estate (a) with some of its lands 
in each of several villages; (5) consisting of one or more 
villages as a whole, but some lands of another estate 
included in the villages ; (e) consisting of one or more entire 
villages, but with some outlying lands in other villages. 

Such internal divisions are very important, because the 
revenue is not, under the system we are studying, assessed 
on each field separately, or on a group of fields, merely 
because they lie close together ; but on a mahdl or estate 
owned on the same title, by the same individual or body. 
The internal divisions of villages were, therefore, not only 
mapped out, but were demarcated by pillars of a particular 
form to distinguish them from the village- boundary pillars. 
When a tract was demarcated, the thd,kbast maps were 
made over to the surveyor and the ^misls’ (files of pro- 
ceedings) relating to the boundaries made up. 

The boundaries of waste lands attached to, or separated 
from, villages, were indicated by a continuous ridge 

mend ’). 

^ The principle was adopted both where it is spoken of as the qita"' 
in ancestral and in lhaidchdrd estates : bat and khet-bat distribution re- 
it is also known in the Panjab, spectively. 
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§ 5. InclusioTh of the Waste, 

And while on the subject of boundaries, it will be con- 
venient to notice on what principle waste land was allowed 
to the village or to the tal%q(i estate. 

‘ Waste lands ^ have been declared generally to be the 
property of the State : but it has been ruled that small 
tracts of waste that supply fuel and pasturage to the 
neighbouring villages, or are in the course of being culti- 
vated by neighbouring villages, are to be included in the 
village boundaries.’ 

The object here, as elsewhere, was to give, in addition to 
the culturable land, room for extension of tillage, and to 


^ Quoted from the Digest, section 
n, §§ 63-70. 

This was quite in accordance 
with ancient principle. When the 
districts were the kingdoms of 
ancient Eajas, no doubt villages 
had a certain user of the waste, but 
the soil belonged to the Eaja, and 
the Lucknow Grovernment claimed 
the same right. As to the disposal 
of the surplus waste ; it was done 
under rules. For example, in the 
0-onda district (Gasetteer, vol. i. 
p. 536). When we took over the 
administration of the Gonda district, 
we found very extensive forests in 
which the neighbouring landowners 
exercised only vague and indefinite 
rights of common. The title of 
Government to large tracts of waste 
was asserted, and the forest divided 
into parcels which were then 
granted out. The first plan was to 
take an entrance fee and remit 
revenue for twenty years, and to 
stipulate that a certain portion of 
the grant should be cultivated on 
pain of losing part : but afterwards 
other rules were made, putting up 
the land for sale in ^ fee simple ^ — 
that is, in full title with no revenue 
to pay. Thirty-one grants covering 
43,275 acres were made on the first 
principle, and twenty- two grants of 
35,493 acres on the other, the aver- 
age buying price being E. 14-1-6 per 
acre. In other places it is out of 
the surplus waste that the Govern- 
ment forests were constituted. As 


regards the ancient rights in the 
waste, they w^ere very indefinite no 
doubt. In villages granted, the 
grantees would consider themselves 
entitled to everything within the 
grant. But in the ordinary state 
of things, where there were groups 
of cultivators each claiming his 
own holding, the people only made 
use of the waste, but could not 
break it up without the direction of 
the headman. There are some good 
remarks on the subject in the article 
‘Utraula" {Gazetteer, vol. iii. pp. 583- 
4)- Mr. Benett says, after allowing 
that the village cultivators had 
these rights, ^The waste (itself) 
belongs entirely or partially to the 
lord’s domain.’ ^ Thus we find the 
villagers used to take as much wood, 
fish, or mohwa fruit as they wanted 
for their own consumption from the 
ponds and jungles within the vil- 
lage boundaries, while they thatched 
their houses and fed their cattle 
free of charge from the grass lands. 
At the same time any sudh produce 
as could be carried and sold beyond 
the limits of the village belonged 
to the Eaja, and the proceeds formed 
one of the chief sources of the 
revenue — the sair. It was in ac- 
cordance with this principle that 
when a cultivator moved to another 
village, he ceased to have any rights 
in the house he left. The thatch, 
beams, and walls became the abso- 
lute property of the E^ja.’ 
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provide for pasturage : and the rule was, when possible, to 
allow the village an extent of waste equal to the area 
already cultivated. If, after making this arrangement, the 
surplus would not exceed 500 acres, it was not demarcated, 
but re-distributed and included in the villages. The waste 
in excess of this would usually be free of all rights and 
available for any Government purpose. 

Whenever a State forest is demarcated, a belt of waste 
land has to be left between the village boundary and the 
forest, so that the village may have no excuse for cattle- 
trespass within the actual forest limits. As this arrange- 
ment of waste was provided at the first Settlements and 
acted on then, there was no occasion for any provision of 
law in the Eevenue Act. 

In cases where Government waste adjoined private 
estates, the Government paid half the cost of the ordinary 
boundary- marks and one-third of triple-junction pillars. 


Section II. — The Assessment. 

§ I. Assessments compared %vith the North-Western 
Provinces, 

The general principles of soil classification, resulting 
from a careful inspection of villages, map in hand, and 
indeed most other principles described in the sections on 
the North-Western Provinces, apply equally to Oudh. 
But there was a material difference in the method of assess- 
ment. In the first place the plan described as that of some 
of the earlier North-Western Provinces Settlements, viz. of 
taking lump sums for the pargana and distributing them 
over the estates, was never followed ; and in general, I may 
state that the main difference consisted in paying much less 
regard to average rates for the same class of soil through- 
out an assessment circle or a pargana, and in dealing with 
each village separately, 

A village rent-roll was prepared, and this was carefully 
corrected so as to attach a rental value to ^sir’ lands 
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cultivated by the proprietors or sub-proprietors themselves, 
to rent-free holdings, and to lands held at privileged rents. 
The village rent-rates were obtained by an elaborate 
analysis of rents paid by the several classes of cultivators 
on several classes of soil, as in the homestead, middle zone, 
and the several kinds of soil in the outlying zone. 

An appraisement was also made to give a fair rent-rate 
for culturable land not yet brought under the plough 

Fruit and other groves were exempted from assessment 
up to a total of 10 per cent, of the cultivated area. In 
1879^ the rules which directed (i) that the land occupied 
by a grove, and exempted accordingly, should be liable to 
assessment on the trees being cut down, unless they were 
replanted within a reasonable time, and (2) that a reduc- 
tion of assessment should be made on account of assessed 
land subsequently planted with trees, so long as the total 
area of revenue-free grove-land did not exceed 10 per cent, 
of the«i cultivated area, were placed in abeyance. But all 
lands had the full benefit of the rule which exempted grove- 
land existing at the time of Settlement (up to the 10 per 
cent, limit), since all the Settlements had been completed 
before 1879. 

The Administration Report of 1882-83 thus describes 
the Oudh assessments : — 

^ The principles on which the assessment was made varied 
considerably with the discretion of the Settlement Officer, and 
differed from those in use in the ISrorth-Western Provinces 
mainly in being less regularly scientific. The system adopted 
in the Eai Bareli district, though by no means that adopted in 
all districts, may be taken as representative in some degree of 
the principles usually accepted. 

^Its distinctive feature was that it was done village by 

^ In OudL also, the village rent- ‘ others ') ; the area held by each is 
rates were allowed to be much more shown, the rent paid, and the rate 
affected by the caste of cultivators per acre or per bigha w^hich this 
than in other parts. Thus, in gives. Against this is shown the 
several of the Oudh Settlements an ‘ proposed rate ' and the rental for 
abstract of the rental of each vil- the village which this would give, 
lage has been prepared showing the ^ Circular II of 1879. No. 7 of 
principal castes (e. g. Brahmans, Part I, Eevenue Manual 
Rajputs, Kurmis, Muraos, and 
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village each on its own basis alone, and no general rates were 
used or reported.’ 

There were no soil-rates and no crop-rates, and though, 
after the assessment was made, general rates applicable to 
an entire pargana, were compiled from the (several) village 
rent-rates, this was done mainly for the satisfaction of 
the controlling authorities, and were not made use of, 
except where the village rent-rolls were found to be 
unreliable. 

The village rent-rates were classified by a cross division : 
firsts the rents were classified according as they were paid 
by high-caste tenants or proprietors, and were therefore too 
low ; or by Kurmis and other special classes of tenants, and 
were too high to serve as a general standard. The land 
held by other castes was accepted as giving (qud the caste) 
representative rents. Second^ the rates were classified 
according to zones of land — the homestead, middle, and 
outlying, already alluded to — the rents varying naturally 
with the distance from the village and the facilities for 
using manure. Each class was further divided into irri- 
gated and unirrigated rates. The actual rental paid on the 
different holdings in each zone was then divided by the 
area, and so average rates appeared. These rents could be 
compared with the representative rents according to caste, 
and thus it was determined what was a proper rate to put 
on all the lands which were under-rented or paid no rent at 
all — for, of course, to get the actual assets of an estate, all 
the lands must' show their ^real' or proper rental, unless, 
like groves, they are intended to be left out of calculation 
altogether. 

The possibility of this method depended a good deal on 
the accuracy of the recorded rent-rolls, which, on the whole, 
were well kept and trustworthy. In the north of the 
province, where cultivation was comparatively recent, and 
rents were not uncommonly still taken in kind, the analysis 
of rent-rolls had to be supplemented by estimates of the 
value of grain-rents. 

It is said that the plan adopted gave an equable assess- 
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ment, but also gave the highest rate of revenue paid in any 
district under the North-Western Government. 

The general average assessment-rate (R. 1-11-9 per acre) 
in Oudh is, however, only five pie higher than that of the 
North-Western Provinces (R. 1-11-4 per acre). 

§ a. Ceases, 

The Oudh assessments were made on the usual plan of 
'half assets’ — the principal assets being the ascertained 
rents, as above described. The actual jama’ was per 
cent., because this included i|- per cent, for cesses — the 
Road, Postal, and School funds — which were not separately 
assessed as in other places. 

A separate cess was taken for the cost of patwaris, when 
they were village servants ; but, as will appear later, this 
was abolished in 188:2, and was only restored in 1889, ^ 

modified form 

The cesses are now 2^ per cent, on the revenue for the 
Road and Schools, &c. ; and, by Act IV of 1878, a further 

per cent, (on the ' annual value of land,’ as defined in the 
Act) is levied to enable the State better to meet the 
expenses of, and provide insurance against, prospective 
famines. The Patwari Cess, under Act IX of 1889, is also 
2 per cent, on the annual value (comes to 4 per cent, on 
the revenue). 


Section III. — Aerangements subsequent to 
Assessment. 

§ I. Persons Settled with. — Engagement Form^ &c. 

Section 26 of the Act formulates (and makes the law for 
future guidance) the principle adopted in the Settlements, 
as already described. 


^ Digest, Section V, § 26. The were R. 3,65,825, and R. 6,57,579; 
total receipts from the cesses m 1882 respectively. 
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The Settlement must be made — 

(a) In taluqd^ri estates, with the Taluqdar ; 

(b) where there are two classes, a superior and inferior, 

though not a regular taluqdari tenure, with either, 
as the Chief Commissioner directs ; 

(c) in ordinary proprietary estates, with the proprietor ; 

if the proprietor is a joint-body, with the body. 

Where there is a mortgagee in possession, the Settlement 
is with him ; if the proprietor or Taluqdar is incapable, 
the Settlement is with his guardian, or manager of his 
estate. 

In Oudh the engagement paper is called ^ qabuliyat.' 
The agreement specifies the arrangements made affecting 
assessment when the estate is increased by alluvion or 
diminished by diluvion, and stipulates that village watch- 
men (chaukid^r) may be provided at the expense of the 
Settlement-holder 

Act^Vll. The Settlements require the confirmation of the Governor- 
Sec.^43. General in Council, and the assessment of any estate may be 
Sec. 45. revised at any time before confirmation. 

§ Joint Jjiahility, 

As regards the joint liability of estates consisting of 
bodies of co-sharers, wherever the Settlement is (not taluq- 
dari, but) with the village body direct, the provisions of the 
law are virtually the same as in the North-Western Pro- 
Sec. 29, &c. vinces. The Oudh Act, however, contains further pro- 
visions, necessitated by the fact that, in a taluqdM estate, 
though the estate is one, there are a number of villages 
composing it. These separate villages are not together 
jointly liable. The assessment due on each village, or pax't 
of one, constituting a ' mahal,’ is declared as well as the 
total assessment of the taluqa estate (but see §12, post). 

^ See Digest, Section IV, § 29. I they are now superseded by Act IX 
purposely omit the aUusion to the 011889. 
patw^ris in these documents ; as 
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§ 3. Refusal to Engage. 

Should a Taluqd^r refuse to engage, it is provided that a Sec. 3: 
report shall be made to the Chief Commissioner, who will 
hear the Taluqdar’s reasons ; if his objection proves un- 
reasonable, he may be excluded from Settlement of the 
estate or any part of it, for a term not exceeding fifteen 
years. A Taluqdar cannot, however, be excluded from his 
luhole taluqa without the sanction of the Governor-General 
in Council. The estate (or the part of it) in such cases, is 
farmed, but the farm is to be offered to a sub-proprietor in 
the taluqdari, if there is one, enjoying a sub-Settlement. 

As usual, provision is made for a money-allowance to an 
excluded Taluqdar. 

In case of refusal by proprietors other than Taluqdars or 
sharers in a community of proprietors, the provisions do not 
materially differ from those described in the North-Western 
Provinces : the excluded proprietor retains his own (or sir) 
lands, as an occupancy-tenant, * at one-fourth less rates than 
would have been paid by a tenant-at-will.' 

The exclusion is for a period not exceeding fifteen years, Sec. 32 
on the conclusion of which the offer is renewed to the Taluq- 
d^r or other proprietor, to take his estate for the remainder 
of the term of Settlement. 

If he again refuses, the exclusion (on the same terms as 
to sir land and allowances) may be renewed for a further 
period or for the whole Settlement. Sec. qo. 


§ 4* AlteTation of Assessments, — Remission of Rent, 

The assessment is only altered during the currency of the 
Settlement (thirty years), when revenue-free holdings fall in 
-^which were granted conditionally, or for a term, or for 
life. ^ Act XVII of 1876, Section 46, requires an annual 
inquiry by the District Ofiicer, and the land may be assessed 
under orders of the Chief Commissioner b 
An increment to the estate by alluvion involves an in- 

^ See Oudh Bmnue Manual, Part I. Nos 2 and 3. 
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Act XVII. 
of 1876, 
Sec. 49. 


Sec. 50. 


creased assessment (under tlie rules which, will afterwards 
be alluded to). 

It is here important to note that when, on the occurrence 
of calamity, or loss of harvest. Government reduces the 
assessment, or remits, or suspends, the revenue-instalment, 
and the land so benefited is in the hands of an under- 
proprietor or lessee whose rent has been fixed (as above 
explained), the Chief Commissioner ' may declare ’ that the 
under-proprietor or lessee is entitled to a proportionate 
reduction, remission, or suspension on his rent. 

When these alterations in assessment are needed, the 
District Officer has powers as if he were a Settlement 
Officer. 


SEOTioisr IV. — Sub-Settlements. 

§ I. Special Importance in Oudh, 

I have already explained the use of sub-Settlements (p. 230, 
ante). The subject is of characteristic importance in Oudh. 

In the North-Western Provinces (and in the Panjab), the 
reader will have observed that a few general provisions 
on the subject were sufficient, since the cases in which there 
happened to be several persons in coincident proprietary 
connection with an estate — i. e. where there is a superior 
and an inferior proprietor — are not difficult to deal with. 

The section on Tenures has sufficiently explained when 
it is that the village-body is entitled to be recorded as 
under-proprietor and to have a sub-Settlement, and when 
the under-proprietors were in such a position that they had 
no right to a sub-Settlement. The rules defining who were 
entitled to a sub-Settlement, and what different terms 
applied to each different class of them, are to be found (as 
already stated) in Act XXYI of 1866. I have also men- 
tioned that it was a rule in Oudh that the Settlement Court 
should record a formal decree for every individual village^ 
deciding whether it was in one position or the other h 

The Sub-Settlement Act having determined when a sub- 


^ Digest, Section IV, § 20. 
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Settlement was to be made, the Act XVII of 1876 has only 
to provide generally, that the Settlement Officer is to assess 
the ‘ rent ’ ^ of all under-proprietors (i. e. whether en- Act XVir 
titled to a sub-Settlement or not), and even of persons sec.^40/ 
who hold hevitable^ but not transferable^ leases, where the 
rate is not specially fixed by agreement. So that it comes 
to this, that persons entitled to a sub-Settlement differ in 
position from those who are not so entitled, to this extent, 
that their tenures are to a greater or less degree more 
advantageous than the other and that certain special 
provisions exist as to the validity of incumbrances on the 
sale of their right, in execution of decree 

Where the sub-proprietors or others whose ^ rent ’ is fixed 
under this section are a joint body, there is the same joint 
and several liability to the Taluqd^r that there would have 
been to Government. 


Section V. — The Settlement Keoobds. 


§ I. Form of Record. 

The Land-Revenue Act leaves it to the Local Government See. 16. 
to determine, by rule, what documents shall form the Settle- 
ment-record, and to provide how they are to be prepared, 
what facts are to be entered, and how attestation is to be 
made. There is nothing that calls for notice under this 
head. The Records are very similar to those of the North- 
Western Provinces^. What is important, and will be 
explained under the head of ^ Revenue-business,’ is the 
series of ‘ Registers,’ which are prepared on the basis of the 
field registers, khdwat, &c., of Settlement, and are kept 
corrected by entry of all transfers, successions, &c., as 
provided by Chapter IV of the Revenue Act. 


1 In Oudh (by the definition in 
the Kent Act) ^ Eent " is applied to 
dll payments on account of the use 
and occupation of land, except pay- 
ment to Government, when it is called 
Eevenue. 

^ And they in common with all 
under-proprietors— sir-holders, bir- 
tyas, &c.,— are not liable to dis- 


traint, but can only be sued for 
arrears in the Eevenue Courts. 
See Act XXII of 1886, Section 72 
(and definition of ^ tenant ")• 

^ Act XXII of 1886, Sections i'^2. 
153, &c. 

^ See Revenue Manual (Circular) 
Part II. No, 16, where the forms 
of the various documents are given. 
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Act XIX. 
of 1873, 
>Sec. 4. 


Act XII. 
of 1881^ 
Sec. 198. 


Act XYII. 
of 1876, 
Sec. 3. 


LAND-REVEXUE OEEICEES, THEIE BUSINESS AND PBO- 
CEDUEE (nOETH-WESTEEN PEG VINCES AND OUDH). 


Section I. — Revenue Ofeicees. 

In the Noeth-Western Provinces, immediately under 
the Local Government, and -with a general supervision over 
the entire revenue administration, is the Board of Revenue^ 
•whose office is at Allahabad. 

The Board consists of two members, with a Senior and 
a Junior Secretary. It supervises the administration of the 
land-revenue, and also the excise, stamp, and licence-tax 
revenues, and has other duties in connection with the Court 
of Wards, and the legal business of Government, with which 
we are not here concerned. The Board is also a Court of 
final appeal and revision under the Land-Eevenue Act (XIX 
of 1873), and, in certain cases^ under the Rent Act. For 
the powers of the Board, and of its single members, the 
Land-Revenue Act, Sections 4 to 10, inclusive, may be 
consulted. The origin of the Board has already been men- 
tioned. It arose out of what was at first intended to be a 
special and temporary Commission, appointed to make the 
last of the series of Settlements under the early Regulations, 
i. e. prior to Regulation VII of 1^%%, The Commission was 
then made into a pei’manent Board of Revenue. The Board 
does not control Oubh revenue affairs, which are directly 
under the Chief Commissioner (at one time there was a 
Financial Commissioner}. 
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The unit of administration territorially is the I)istTict\ 

A number of districts united form a Division, presided over 
by a Commissioner, who supervises the revenue-administra- 
tion (with which alone we are concerned), and is an Appel- 
late Court from orders in revenue and rent cases passed by 
the District Officer. The Local Government has power to Act xix 
appoint an additional Commissioner for a Division. SeG^ii^ 

The Commissioner in the North-Western Provinces n A. 
usually has six districts under him, and he is the channel 
of communication between the District Officer and the 
Board of Revenue^. 

The officer in charge of the district is the Collector the 
office being derived from the Bengal system. In some of 
the districts 'scheduled’ under Act XIV of 1874 (viz. the 
Jhansi districts), this officer is styled ' Deputy Commis- 
sioner,’ and so he is in the twelve districts of OuBH. 

'Primarily,’ says the Administration Report, 1882-83, 

^ the District Officer is responsible for the peace of the dis- 
trict, and the collection of its revenue, but there is no branch 
of the administration with which he is not concerned. He is 
the head of the police ; is responsible for the work of the dis- 
trict treasury, superintends the excise and the collection of 
the revenue from stamps; is still in many cases (and was 
always till lately) president of all the municipalities in his dis- 
trict, and of the district committee for the expenditure of local 
rates. He is required to interest himself in all matters in 
which Government has any concern, and to look after escheats, 
sanitation, roads, and arboriculture. He also hears the criminal 
and revenue appeals from the subordinate Courts.’ 

It will not be supposed that the District Officer attends 


^ The amrage size of the district 
(omitting the hill country of Ku- 
maon) is 2036 square miles, and the 
population 936,122. 

^ But the Benares division has 
seven ^ districts (and will probably 
be divided again) ; Jhdnsi has three 
large districts. 

^ His official title is ^ Magistrate 
and Collector' as he possesses magis- 
terial functions. This is necessary, 
as he is the chief executive authority 


as well as Revenue Collector, and 
the representative of the State in 
his district. He does not, of course, 
undertake any large share in the 
ordinary magisterial (criminal ease) 
work of the district ; that is done 
by the Joint, Assistant, and Deputy 
Magistrates, who have the various 
magisterial powers of first, second, 
and third class, under the Criminal 
Procedure Code, and dispose of the 
bulk of the work. 
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to the direct details of these multifarious departments, but 
rather keeps a coutrolliug hand over them all; for example, 
the police is directly managed by the District Superinten- 
dent. For treasury work, a Deputy Collector is appointed, 
and there are one or more Assistant Magistrates and 
Collectors besides Native Deputy Collectors (originally 
appointed under Regulation IX of 1833). 

N.-’W.P. The Senior Assistant has the official designation of 
' Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector ’ ; but, under the 
revenue law, he is an Assistant Collector of the first class ; 
other Assistants may be of the first class or second class. 
N.-W.P. An Assistant Collector of the first class may be in charge 
15!^’ Omili more subdivisions of a district K 

Act, Sec. 6. The native Deputy Collectors are, under the Act, vested 
with powers of a first-class or a second-class Assistant 
Collector, according to their standing and qualifications. 
But, even with the aid of Assistant and Deputy Collectors, 
the District Officer could hardly control his district, were 
it not that — apart from any separation into subdivisions 
under Assistant Collectors, which occurs in large districts — 
every district contains a number of manageable-sized re- 
N.-W,P. venue subdivisions, called Tahsih. The officer in charge is 
Sea a Tahsild^r, appointed by the Board of Revenue according 
to rules framed under the Act^. He is usually invested 
with powers of an Assistant Collector, first class. In Oudh, 
Oudh Act, the Tahsildar is appointed by the Chief Commissioner. 
Sec. 13. ’]^2iGh. tahsil is, in fact, in miniature, what the district is in 
large. 

There is a Tahsil treasury, with a stafl* of accountants, 
into which the village headmen pay their revenue. Under 
the Tahsildar, again, come the staff of ^ kanungos,^ whose 
functions will be described presently ; and these officers 
exist principally for the purpose of securing revenue and 

1 for his powers (subject to the they have power to investigate and 
control of the Collector) see the report on cases (North-Western 
Land - Revenue Act, Section 335. Provinces Act, Section 237 ; Oudh 
The Oudh rule is the same — ^Aet Act, Section 180). 

XVII of 1876, sections 178--79. ^ See Board’s Circulars^ Dep. IX, 

Officers vested with second - class pp. 162-168. 
powers do not decide anything ; 
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agricultural statistics and land records, and for the super- 
vision of the 'patwdHs, 

In fact, the revenue-administration depends on a well- 
supervised and mutually connected chain of official duty. 
This commences with the patwari, whose duty is to main- 
tain records of all facts relating to the land-holding, culti- 
vation, and general condition of each village, and the 
payment of rents and revenues. It is by aid of these 
records (aided by local inspection) that the Collector can 
know the state of every village — ^whether it is in arrears, 
whether it is in distress, whether suspension or remission of 
revenue is called for, and so forth. The next link in the 
chain is the k^nungo, and next the Tahsildar, who, if he is 
a good man and active, is really the keystone of practical 
administration, as he ought to know, and often does know, 
everybody, as well as everything that goes on, in his tahsil. 
Lastly, come the Collector and his assistants. The super- 
vision of the Commissioners, the Board, and (in the last 
resort) the Local Government, secures the working of the 
entire machine. 


§ I. Revenue Courts. 

As a number of matters arising in the course of revenue- 
administration (not only suits for arrears of rent or eject- 
ment of tenants) are contentious matters, involving the 
summoning and hearing of two or more parties, and, perhaps, 
taking evidence and pronouncing a decision, the Revenue 
officers, when dealing with such matters, are called Revenue 
Courts. The Board, the Commissioner, the Collector, and 
the Assistant Collector and Tahsildar, under the Land- 
Revenue Laws, are thus constituted or styled ‘Revenue 
Courts,’ whether of first instance or of appeal and revision 
The subordinate officials, below the grade of Tahsildar (i. e. 
all who are not yirsif-class Assistants) have no power of 
deciding anything ; and officials vested with the powers of 

^ Oudh the corresponding sioner, Assistant and Extra Assist- 
gradation is Chief Commissioner, ant Commissioner, Tahsildar. 
Commissioner, Deputy Commis- 
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an Assistant Collector of the seco^nc^-class, can only investi- 
gate and report on cases, which they submit for the orders of 
the higher-grade Eevenue officers. But second-class Assist- 
N.-W.P. ants may be employed on revenue business, such as main- 
tenance of records, which does not involve any decision on 
1873^ ch. contentious matters. In land-revenue matters (other than 
landlord and tenant) the Acts provide for holding 
(XVII of Courts at certain places, for the procedure in summoning 
parties or witnesses, referring to arbitration, and executing 
and xiii. decisions. 

N.-W.P. A glance at the Acts will show what a number of matters 
^^s'oudh within land-revenue jurisdiction. The provisions for an 
Sec. 178. appeal from decisions and orders are contained in Chapter 
IX of the Act (Oudh, Chapter X), to which reference may 
be made. 

§ 2. Exclusion of Givil Court Jurisdiction. 

As a natural consequence of investing land-revenue 
N.-W.P. officers with such powers, their jurisdiction is exclusive, — 
budh Civil Courts cannot interfere or entertain suits 

Sec. 219. regarding the subjects of which a list is given. 

The most important of these are (North-Western Pro- 
vinces) — ^that no civil suit can be brought by persons 
claiming to hold the office of patwari and kanungo, nor by 
a person claiming the right to have the Settlement made 
with him, nor on the subject of the validity of any engage- 
ment with Government to pay the revenue, nor regarding 
the amount of assessment, nor regarding the determination 
of the class of a tenant or the rent payable by him, nor the 
period for which such rent is fixed under the Act. Nor 
can a civil suit be brought regarding the decision at Settle- 
Bee ment in cases of ‘ double ' or taluqdAri tenure as to which 
party is to be settled with, and what provision is to be 
Sec’ 53-56. made for the other ; nor regarding the arrangements made 
Sec. 57-61. about surplus waste land, nor regarding the resumption of 
Sec, 79-89, revenue-free grants ; nor regarding the distribution of lands 
and 103. revenue at a partition ; nor regarding the collection of 
revenue, or a sale for arrears (except in certain cases ex- 
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presslj provided). All these matters are settled hy the 
Revenue Courts, subject to appeal and revision and review 
as provided by law. The duties of Revenue Courts under 
the Rent Act are separately considered further on. 

The Oudh law is very similar, allowance being made for Oudh Act, 
the special features of Oudh revenue-administration. 

§ 3. The Subordinate Staff, 

We may now turn to the subordinate staff, who report N.-W.P 
and record but decide nothing ; consequently, they have no 
powers under the Land-Revenue and Rent Acts, but are Oudh Aw t, 
subordinate to the Collector or Assistant in charge of a 
subdivision. These are the hdn^ngo and the pdtwarC We 
may, also, include in our notice the ‘ lambardar,^ or village 
headman ; for Settlement purposes, indeed, he is merely the 
representative of the body of co-sharers ; but as headman, he 
has certain legal duties, responsibilities, and functions which 
entitle him to a place in a sketch of the revenue-adminis- 
tration of the Province. 

§ 4. The Kdn'Cmgo, 

All that the Land-Revenue Act says on the subject is k-WF 
that one or more kamingos may be appointed in each 
tahsil 'for the proper supervision, maintenance, and Oudh Act,^ 
correction of the patwarfs' records.’ In Oudh this matter 
is left to rules made by the Local Government. The salary 
is fixed from time to time by the Government. Every 
kd-nungo is declared to be a 'public servant’ within the 
meaning of the Indian Penal Code. The records he keeps are 
public records and are the property of Government. (This 
latter is not mentioned in the Oudh Act, but it is true in 
Oudh also.) The title k^mingo (qanun-go — literally the 
officer who 'says’ what is the 'rule or law’) comes 
down to us from Mughal times. In olden time, in the 
absence of a definite Revenue law, an official was required 
to say what was the proper assessment, and what was 
the proper rule of practice in case of doubt or dispute. 

VOL. 11. T 



N.-W.P. 

Act, 

&ee 33. 
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He was the registrar and account-keeper in all revenue- 
matters and the general referee. Under our modern 
system, speaking generally, the kamingo is maintained 
for the purpose of inspecting, and seeing that every 
village patwari keeps up his books and statistical returns, 
and does hi^ >duty. 

Two or three of them are attached to each tahsil ; one, 
generally the elder, is kept in the office as the ‘ Registrar 
kamingo ^ ; the others are the active or ‘ supervising k^- 
niingos ’ ; over them all is an experienced sadr-kamingo 
who remains at the Collector’s head-quarters. The office is 
(by law in the North-Western Provinces) hereditary, if a 
qualified heir can be found in the direct line of descent. 
A kamingo’s heir, who is designed to succeed him, must be 
sent to school and must pass an examination^. Various 
subordinate posts connected with revenue work are 
then available to him when he grows up, and in these he 
may gain experience till such time as he actually succeeds 
to the appointment of kamingo. The ‘ Registrar kamingo ’ 
pays the patw^rls, keeps (at the tahsil) the ^ filed ’ patw^ris’ 
papers, and keeps and issues the blank volumes of forms ; 
he also makes reports to the revenue-officers when called 
on, and keeps up a series of registers which need not be 
detailed here. The most important of them is the ‘par- 
gana’ book which shows in a brief form the totals of 
each patwari’s village book, so that on each village page, 
one line only has to be written annually, being a tran- 
script of the corresponding totals in the patwM’s village 
records 

^ Supervising kaniingos ’ are charged with constant super- 
vision and inspection of patwd.ris, with the instruction of 
the patwaris’ heirs in their future duties, and with making 
local inquiries. They keep diaries showing their occu- 
pation 


^ S. E. Cir. Part III, — Buies for 
Kanungos, and Oudh Beienue Manual 
Part VII. No. 6. 

" S. B. Cir, Part III. Chap. II. and 
Chap ly. § 30, 


^ Circular 5 P 0/1884, Dopai'tment, 
of Agriculture and Land Becords. 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh. 
* 8 . B, Cir. Part III. Chap XV, 
35 - 
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The ' sadr-kaniingo ’ remains at the district head-quar- 
ters He compiles statements for the whole district from 
those of each tahsil staff. In the cold season he makes a 
general tour of inspection to see to the working of the 
tahsil kaniingos. 

§ 5. Pargana Note-hoohs, 

The ‘ pargana book ’ is a very valuable record, and it will 
be well to give the heads of information which it con- 
tains. 

It represents the yearly totals of the columns of the 
statistical tables for each village in the pargana^ which is 
the local group of villages, known by one name, and of 
which there are several in each tahsil. There are six 
pages devoted to each village. The fii'st gives the 
manent statistics, thus : — 



1. Name of village 

2. Population 


Saelieri. 


Adults ■ 

1 males 

2441 

i 

( females 

1898 

Minors j 

1 males 

153 

! females 

262 


Total . 4753 

3. Total area (acres) 44oi’84 

4. Government demand at last Settlement . R.5570 

5. Number of co-sharers at last Settlement . 4 

6. Description of Tenure . . . zamindari (undivided) 

7. Names and areas of constituent mahals (if any) 


On the second and third pages the variable statistics are 
given in the form shown on the following page®: — 


^ Id Chap. XXII, p. 47. 

2 This refers to cases where, in 
consequence of partition or other 
cause, parts of the village have be- 
come a separate estate with a 
separate revenue charge and re- 
sponsibility (see p. 258). 


^ ‘Fasli’ is the Muhammadan 
official (solar) year, now begin- 
ning in tipper India on 2nd April. 
The terms ‘ Milan-khasra,' &c , in 
columns i, 2, 3, 4, &c., will be ex- 
plained presently in speaking of the 
•gatiodri’s records. 
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la the course of time, these important figures for each 
year will accumulate, And statistical results can then be 
averaged with confidence. The remaining three pages 
allotted to the village are reserved for brief manuscript 
entries of any notable occurrence; as explained in the 
following extract from the Directors Circidar : — 

‘ 7. The book should be made up by November ist, for the 
agricultural year preceding. 

^8. The Collector and Assistant Collectos when on tour, 
and any other officer to whom the Collector may entrust the 
work, should, on entering any pargana, call for the pargana 
book and. carefully scrutinize the entries for each village. If 
he notices any great variations in the entries of cultivated area, 
rent, or collections, or any unusual resort to the rent courts, or 
use of coercive processes, or great number of transfers, he 
should make a note of the fact, and make inquiry into the 
cause. If it should appear that anything has occurred which 
seriously affects the agricultural conditions of any village, or 
requires official investigation or personal inspection, he should 
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visit the village in which it has occurred. This the Board con- 
sider of great importance. 

^10. If in the course of his inquiries or at a personal visit 
to the village, the Collector or other officer ascertains any fact 
which he considers to be worthy of permanent record, he 
should make a very short note of it on one of the blank pages 
set apart for the village in the pargana book. Such facts 
would be any exceptional poverty or wealth in the cultivators 
or the proprietors, any liability to loss of crop from inundation 
or defective irrigation or poverty of the soil, or any other cause, 
increase or decrease of population, or number of cattle, the 
character of the zamindars and the cultivators, and the terms 
on which they stand to one another ; the possibility of improv- 
ing the village by drainage or irrigation works, the existence of 
crime, and, in short, any fact that can have an important 
bearing on the Grovernment revenue, or the circumstances of 
any class of the residents in the village. The book is not 
meant for the entiy of any detailed proceedings, which should 
be recorded separately. 

^11. Bound-up books can be had by application to the office 
of the Director, Department of Agriculture [and Land-Eecords]. 
The indent should specify the number of villages required in 
each volume. Ordinarily there will be one book for each 
pargana, but if the number of villages in any one pargana 
exceeds sixty, it will make the book inconveniently bulky, and 
it will be better iu split it into two or more. 

^12. Ten blank pages should be left at the end of each 
volume. On these, as soon as sufficient data have been col- 
lected to serve as the basis of a classification, should be inserted 
an index of the mahals in the pargana which, from defective 
irrigation or other causes, are liable, more or less, to periodical 
loss of crop, and demand, for these or other reasons, more or 
less attention in the collection of the land-revenue from the 
district and pargana officials. 

^ 1 3. These books when not required by inspecting officers, 
will be kept at the tahsil by the Eegistrar Kanungos\’ 

^ In the North-Western Piwinces The Supervisor looks after an 
and Oudh together there are : — average area of 87,449 acres, of 
Sadr Kanungos . . 35 which 53,142 are cultivated, and 

Eegistrar do. , . 195 the patwai'i 2110 acres, of which 

Supervising do. . . 432 1273 are cultivated. — AchmmstraUun 

PaWMs . . , 21.588 Beportj 1882-83, p. 48. 
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Act XIX. 
of 1873, 
sec. 23 et 
f,eq. 


Sec. 35, 


§ 6. The Patwdri {North -Western Provinces), 

The patwari is, in effect, the accountant of the village, 
both as regards the revenue-payments due from the various 
CO- sharers, the distribution of the profits of the joint- 
estate, and the accounts of rent payment between landlord 
and tenant ; he is also the registrar of changes in owner- 
ship due to succession and transfer : he is also the recorder 
of statistics of the village. 

The appointment, &c., of patwaris is provided under the 
Land-Revenue Act. 

A patw&i is not ordinarily required for each village, but 
for a circle of villages as arranged by the Collector. 

The landholders in the circle nominate according to local 
custom, but the Collector (or Assistant in charge) controls 
the appointment. The office is not necessarily hereditary, 
but preference is given to a member of the family of the 
late holder, if he is qualified. The patwdri has a salary 
the amount of which is fixed by the Board of Revenue, and 
a rate is levied, along with the land-revenue, to meet the 
cost of th Li salary. Every patwari is a public servant, and 
the records he keeps are public property. His duties and 
the forms of records and accounts which he has to maintain 
and submit periodically have all been prescribed in a very 
complete group of Circulars by the Board of Revenue h 

In order to provide that future patwms shall be suffi- 
ciently educated to enable them to perform their duty, the 
rules require the successor-designate of the existing official, 
to be sent to school. Means are also provided, through 
the agency of the kantingo, for teaching all patw&is to 
survey. 


§ 7* Patwdris^ Village Accounts, 

The ^patwaris’ papers’ are so constantly alluded to in 
revenue proceedings, that it will be desirable to give 
some account of these documents. They may be grouped 

S patwaris are now gi-ouped together in Part III of the 
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under the head of (i) village accounts, (%) official records 
for the information of the Collector and for use at future 
Settlements, &c. 

For the purposes of village-account he keeps — 

{a) The ‘ bahi-khata/ — is a general ledger showing the 
holdings and payments of each proprietor and 
cultivator ; 

(6) The wasil-baqi. This is a rent-account showing the 
holdings and the tenants who cultivate them, the 
rent claimed for each, with the amount paid, the 
balance, and the arrears, if any ; 

(c) The ‘ jama’-kharch.’ This is a profit and loss account 
of the proprietors. Disbursements for revenue, 
cesses, lambardars’ allowances, and village ex- 
penses, are entered on one side, and the receipts 
from rents and other sources of common profits 
on the other. 

Besides these accounts, the patwari keeps for general pur- 
poses a ‘ rozn^mcha ’ or diary, which is simply a narrative of 
everything that he does, or that happens, in his circle. 

These books are preserved for four years after the close 
of the year to which they relate. 

§ 8. PatwdHs’ Statistical Records. 

But the patwari has also to maintain another set of 
records relating to the condition of each village and its 
produce, showing the improvement or deterioration of the 
estate, and containing other statistical information of a 
similar character. 

The maintenance of the village maps is also one of his 
most important duties. 

If the maps, once correctly drawn out at Settlement, 
can be kept accurate, i. e. if all changes in cultivation and 
other features are from time to time entered in distinctive 
red lines, the expense of re-survey at future Settlements 
will be almost wholly avoided. In the same way with 
the statistical record>s. If reliable statistics of pi*ogress 
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in cnltivation, of the produce of land, and the rise or fall in 
value of land as shown by the true rental, i. e. the actual 
terms which proprietors can get for the use of it, can 
be made available, the task of revising Settlements, and of 
judging whether revision is necessary at all, will be inde- 
finitely lightened^. It is also needless to point out how 
valuable such statistical information is for many other pur- 
poses connected with good government. 

Great attention is therefore directed to the proper pre- 
paration of the patwarf s papers and also to the maintenance 
of the village maps. 

Both objects are dependent on a field-to-field inspection 
done under supervision ; and the first thing is to furnish the 
patwari with a number of copies ^ of the village map as it 
has issued from the Cadastral Survey Office. He has also a 
‘khasra’ or field-book, which is an index to the map. 
This shows the numbers of the fields as in the Settlement 
khasra, but the other columns are blank, and it is the 
patwdri s duty now to fill them in, according to actual 
facts as they are at the time when he makes his inspec- 
tion During the inspection, also, he marks all changes 
in the size and division of fields, or any other changes, such 
as roads, drains, or wells, in his village map. These maps 
and their corresponding tabular kkasras for each year, are 
filed and kept in the tahsil, being deposited there as soon 
as the year closes. 

A second volume of records consists of statements or 
abstracts compiled from the field khasras, so as to show 
in convenient forms, and separately, the different classes of 
facts. These statements are : — 

(i) ^ Milan khasra/ a comparative statement (hence the name) 
showing the total area of the year as comjDared with 
that of the previous year, under the heads of culti- 

^ See an excellent Note prefaced all the fields, &:e., that have spring 
to the Board's Circulars^ Part III. crops of different kinds, and when 

® Nownsually prepared by photo- again he makes an inspection in 
zincography. ^ the ]^arif (antumn) he will show 

® For example, his khasra before those that bear sugarcane and other 
the rabx' (spring) harvest will show autumn crops. 
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vatecl, culturable, and barren ; and sliowing also wliat 
land is irrigated and what is unirrigated, how much 
is barren, covered with trees, and so forth. The num- 
ber of wells of each kind is also stated. 

(2) ^ Naq^sJia jinsivdr,’ or abstract statement of crops. This 
shows the area under each kind of crop, both on irri- 
gated and unirrigated land. It is jirepared sejiarately 
for each harvest. 

(3) ^ XaqsJia MgMV a statement of groves and orchards. 

(4) ^ Jamahcmcli.' This paper is the annual rent-roll to which 
allusion has been made. It is brought on separate 
forms for tenants who pay cash rents and those who 
pay in Jdncl 

(5) Lastly, there is the JDaT^l-Tdidrij KMwaf, or register 
showing all the changes in the proprietorship and 
shares in land. It is prepared so as to show, first, 
the ^ opening khewat ' or state of proprietorship as it 
w-as on the last day of the previous year ; and, second, 
the intermediate changes or ^ closing khewat ’ as it 
stands at the close of the present year. 

All these records are bound into four volumes : — 

/ Yohime Z. — The Khasra (field-statement). 

Yolime IL — The land and crop statements com- 
piled or abstracted from the Khasra. 

Yohime III , — The Jamabandi (tenants and rent- 
roll) and Dakhil-kharij Khewat (Transfer 
\ Kegister). 

( Yohmie lY , — The Wasilbaqi and Jama’kharch, 
I or village accounts. 

§ 9. The Pahvdri in Oiidh, 

In this province the system has not received quite the 
same development as in the North-Western Provinces. 

It must be borne in mind that originally, under the 
Native system, the patwdii was always an essential figure 
in the village constitution ; but he was a village servant, 
getting paid by cei'tain perquisites, and usually a plot of 
land held free or at a favourable rate. At a very early 


Statistical 

Eecords. 


Village 

Accounts, 
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period he was brought into connection with the ruler, as 
specially able to secure the due collection of the Eaja^'s 
share. His appointment and remuneration were then 
eared for by the State even more than in the case of the 
headman. In Bengal, as we have seen, the system of pat- 
w^ris on this basis, had fallen into disuse, because the village 
proprietary rights had been overborne ; and the attempt to 
revive the office has (except in certain places) been abandoned. 
In the North-Western Provinces it was early seen that, with 
proprietary-communities and small holdings, the patwari 
was a most essential institution. He was, therefore, more 
completely recognized as a Government servant and given 
a fixed salary. His education was provided for, and his 
duties multiplied and minutely prescribed : only the 
appointment and the succession to the office are regulated 
to some extent by ancient custom, as regards the hereditary 
right. 

In Oudh the '^^arae thing would have happened as in 
Bengal, had the Government only settled with the Taluq- 
dar landlords and taken no thought of the rights of the 
village-cultivators, in their various degrees of interest in 
the soil. As it was, the villages being subordinate to the 
Taluqddr, the patwarfs, though indispensable owing to the 
vitality of village rights, were nevertheless regarded as the 
servants of the landlords, and were remunerated by them 
by grants of land, by cash allowances, or by customary 
dues levied on the tenants. It would have been distaste- 
ful to introduce so complete a change at Settlement as 
to make the patwari’s appointment to depend entirely on 
the District Officer, and his remuneration to be a Govern- 
ment salary raised by a cess. It was decided, therefore, 
not to impose any ^ patwari’s cess ’ ; but in their qabfili- 
yats, the landlords engaged that it should be open to the 
Government hereafter to make such modified arrangeinents 
as they thought fit. 

Finally, the matter was dealt with in the Land-Revenue 
Act. By this the Chief Commissioner was authorized to 
require the appointment (by the Taluqdar) of a patwM for 
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any village or group of villages or other local area, and to 
make rules for regulating the qualifications and duties of 
these officers. In estates other than taluqas the Deputy 
Commissioner was empowered (subject to rules made by the 
Chief Commissioner) to appoint, suspend, and dismiss the 
patwaris ; and the Chief Commissioner was also authorized to 
provide for their remuneration and supervision. Thus a 
distinction was drawn between patwms in taluqa villages 
and those in villages independent of taluqas and owned 
either by the village-body or by some smaller landlord 
not being a Taluqdar. In taluqa estates the law left 
the matter to the Taluqdars, who were not interfered with, so 
long as they made proper arrangements for the performance 
by the patwdris of their prescribed duties, and for the sub- 
mission of the accounts and returns required by the Act 
and Rules. On the failure of the Taluqdar to make such 
arrangements, the Deputy Commissioner was authorized to 
take action, and cases of continued or repeated neglect, 
the Chief Commissioner might declare that the rules for i^.Sec.213 
estates other than Taluqdari, should be applied. In practice 
it has not been founa necessary to enforce this distinction 
— which is a rather invidious .one — between Taluqdari and 
non-Taluqdari estates ; and the practice has been to allow 
all classes of proprietors, equally, to appoint their own 
patwaris and to exercise the power of fixing the remunera- 
tion, dismissing and suspending ; but this was allowed as 
long as men were appointed according to the standard of 
qualification required, and as long as their duties were 
properly performed. 

§ 10. Repeal of these Provisions and enactment 
of Act IX of 1889. 

These sections were repealed^ by Act XIII of 1882,, but 
were in substance restored by Act IX of 1889, to which 
reference must now be made for the law regarding patwdris 
in Oudh. As before, no distinction is made between one 

1 Very unnecessarily as many will be inclined to hold. 
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class of estate and another, and while the patwari is 
regarded as a Government servant, he is nominated by the 
estate-owners. 

Patwans are required to hold certificates of qualification 
in reading and writing and arithmetic, and in general duties 
of the ofiice. The maximum area for one patwari is land 
paying a revenue of E.2000 (or K.3000 in a Taluqdari 
estate). 

The patwari keeps up books much as in the North- 
Western Provinces ; he has his village accounts, his diary 
of occurrences, his field-list, which he checks and fills up 
by the inspection of every field, just in the same manner as 
is described in §§ 7, 8. 

He also prepares at the end of the year (from the ledger 
which shows the payments made by tenants) a rent-roll or 
*jamabandi' which records the rents that actually have 
been paid in the previous year. 

The Administration Report, 1882-83 (p. 49), remarks — 
‘ The papers maintained in Oudh by the village servants 
which were found there at annexation, were unusually 
faithful records of the relations subsisting between the 
cultivators and their landlords.' This naturally gave hope 
that the institution could be maintained and perfected 
under the British administration. 

§ II. Pahudri Cess {both Provinces). 

In 1882 (Act XIII) a cess of 6 per cent, on the revenue^ 
which had been levied in the North-Western Provinces for 
the support of the patwari agency, was abolished (it 
amounted to something over twenty-four lakhs of rupees in 
the year of abolition). In order to extend the same benefit 
to Oudh also, the landlords were relieved of the charge of 
paying their patwaris, which was henceforth to be borne by 
the provincial Treasury. To eflfect this, sections 29-31 of 
the North-Western Provinces Land-Kevenue Act as well as 
Chapter XII of the Oudh Land-Kevenue Act were repealed. 

^ Or, as the repealed Section 30, Land-Keyenue Act, put it~3 per cent, 
on the ^ annual value ' of the mahal. 
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This gratuitous relief was not really required, and 
proved such a burden to the State, that, in 1889, the cess 
was re-imposed. Act XIII of 1882 is repealed, and it is Actix 
provided that a rate shall be levied on the ‘ annual value ’ ^ 

(i. e. double the land-revenue where not permanently as- 
sessed) not exceeding 2 per cent. 

This rate, together with an allotment made from pro- 
vincial revenues by the Local Government, is formed into 
^ fund out of which patwdris are paid. For Ouclh the rate 
is li per cent, on the ^annual value’ of each estate. 
Practically, now, patwaris are under very nearly the same 
rules in both provinces; only that in Oudh the land- 
lord nominates 

§ 12. The Village Headmen in the Horth- Western * 
Provinces, 

The village headmen are called lamharddrs ‘ The 
lambarddr of an estate is a person who, either on his own 
account, or jointly, with others, or as representative of the 
whole or part of a proprietary community, engages with 
Government for the payment of the land revenue^.’ 

His duties are to pay in the land-revenue to the local Act xix 
treasury, to report to the kanungo encroachments on roads 
or on Government waste lands, and injuries, &c , to Govern- 
ment buildings, and also the same with regard to boundary- 
marks. 

If he is a representative of a number of proprietors, he 
has to collect the revenue and cesses, and is answerable for 


^ In Oudn the relief (if it was a 
teiiibstantial one) to the landlords 
was counterbalanced by the neces- 
sary provision that, as the Govern- 
ment paid the paiwatis, it should 
also appoint and control them as 
its own paid servants. This was 
very unpopular. It was compro- 
mised m the new Act of 1889, by 
leaving the nomination to the land- 
lords, but making the office-holders 
responsible as Government ser- 
vants. 


^ If there happens to be only one 
proprietor in an estate or in a ^patti/ 
the owner is owner and lambardar 
in one. Most commonly there are 
several, and the lambardar is then 
the representative. 

3 See Eules at S. E. C/r., Dep. Ill 
p. 9, issued under Section 257 of the 
Eovenue Act. The duties noted in 
the text are irrespective of the re- 
sponsibility enforced by the crimi- 
nal law to report crime, &c. 
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the amount. In the event of its not being paid both the lam- 
bardar and the actual holder of the land become defaulters. 

Act XIX The lambard^r has also to defray, in the first instance, the 
h 8, ^ village expenses/ and reimburse himself in accordance 

with village custom. He must account to the co-sharers 
for these on the occasion of the ‘bujhd.rat’ or audit of village 
accounts. 

The lambardar, as the representative of the body, acts 
generally as agent for the sharers in their dealings with 
Government. He is appointed, in the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, according to local custom, subject to a right on the 
part of the Collector to refuse a nominee on certain specified 
grounds, chiefly regarding his competence, character, and 
his being a sharer (in possession) of the mahal or revenue- 
paying estate. 

In the permanently-settled districts, where the lambar- 
dar ’ is not a necessary or an indigenous institution, his 
post is purely honorary, and is said to be ^ steadily losing 
vitality.’ In other districts, the lambardar generally re- 
ceives a ‘ haq-ul-tahsir or collecting fee, which he is allowed 
to recover, at the rate of 5 per cent, on the revenue, from 
the co-sharers, as if it was an item of ^ malba ’ or general 
village expenditure. As just now stated, the lambardar 
disburses such expenses himself and then recovers at 
the audit of accounts, before distributing the profits of 
the estate to the co-sharers \ The ‘haq-tahsil’ does not 
always exist, and is, in fact, a matter of custom recorded 
in the wajib-ul-’arz (or record of village custom). In 
jointly -held villages, where the lambardar has real trouble 
in collecting rents from the common tenants, he, of course, 
deserves his ' 5 per cent.,’ and it is allowed him ungrudg- 
ingly. But elsewhere, in divided villages, the lambardar 
has really nothing to do but to collect the revenue from the 
co-sharers ; and as in many cases the co-sharers obtain 
permission to pay direct — not through the lambardAr — 
(B. C. Dep. Ill, Cir. 3), they naturally resist paying a fee 
for nothing. 

1 See S. R. Cir , Part III. Cir. 7, Rule 3. 
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§ 13. The Tillage Headmen in Oudh 

Rules regarding lambardars were published in 1878 \ 

In estates not being those of Taluqdars, they exist as 
elsewhere, and get a regular ^remuneration of 5 per cent, on 
the jama’ or revenue assessment of the village. In taluqa 
estates the lambardari of the village under the Taluqddr, is 
an honorary office. 

The rules regarding the lambardar in non-taluqdari 
estates are (except as regards remuneration) like those of 
the North-Western Provinces. In taluqdari estates the 
lambardar becomes revenue-engagee, not with Govern- 
ment, but with the Taluqddr. 

The lambardar is appointed according to local custom, 
but he is required to be able to read and wiite Hindi and 
to understand the village accounts. If there is no local 
custom, the appointment is elective, subject to certain con- 
ditions of competency and other matters to be found in the 
nth rule. 

The duties of an Oudh lambardar are : — 

(i) To pay— 

(a) The Government demand on account of revenue and 
cesses to the officer appointed to receive it, when he 
represents a mahal or part of a mahal held in direct 
engagement with the Government ^ 

(Z)) the rent payable to the Taluqdar, when he represents 
a mahal or part of a mahal held in sub-Settlement or 
under a heritable, non-transferable lease. 

(2) To report to the kanungo all encroachments on roads 

or on Government waste lands, and all injuries to, or 
appropriations of, nazul buildings^ situated within 
the boundaries of the mahal. 

(3) To report to the tahsilclar the destruction or removal 

of, or injury to, boundary marks, or any other marks 
erected in the mahal by order of Government. 

^ Notification (Revenue'^ No, 2899 explained, means the property of 
R., dated 27th September, 1878, Goveriiment—which has became so 
and republished as Circular 23 of either because it descended from a 
1878. former ruler, or has lapsed to the 

^ ‘ Nazul,' as elsewhere more fully State. 
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In mahals where the lambarddr is a representative of 
other sharerSj his duties are, in addition to those enumerated 
above : — 

(4) To collect in accordance with village custom — 

(a) The G-overnment demand on account of revenue and 

cesses, when he represents a mahal or part of a mahal 

held in direct engagement with the Government ; 

(b) The rent payable to the Taluqdar, when he represents 

a mahal or part of a mahal held in sub-Settlement or 

under a heritable, non-transferable lease. 

(5) To defray, in the first instance, village expenses, and to 

reimburse himself in accordance with village custom. 

(6) To render accounts to the co-sharers of the transactions 

referred to in clauses 4 and 5 of this rule. 

Section II. — Revenue Business. 

I now proceed to describe briefly the chief heads of land- 
revenue business as follows : — 

(a) Maintenance of the land records ; 

(c) Minor Settlements necessitated by the action of 

rivers, lapse of rent-free grants, &c. ; 

(d) Maintenance of boundary-marks ; 

(e) Collection of the revenue (including suspension and 

remission) ; 

(/) Rent cases. 

I need only premise that I purposely omit the subject of 
the Court of Wards, which is also a branch of the Collector's 
duty connected with land Minors, persons incapable of 
managing their estates, and in some cases females, may 
come under the Court of Wards, as provided by law. Of 
late years the estates so managed — greatly to their benefit 
— have been numerous and occupied much time; and 
Government has sanctioned their being taken charge of by 
paid and ordinarily non-official managers, of course under 

^ And finds a place in the Ee- vinces, Chapter VI ; Oudli, Chapter 
venue Acts (North-Western Pi^o- VIII). 
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control of the Collector, the Commissioner, and the Board 
of Eevenue (or Chief Commissioner in Oudh). 

Another branch of duty also omitted, is the grant of 
loans for agricultural improYements, under Act XIX of 
1883, or general loans unlder Act XII of 1884. It -will be 
sufficient for the student to know the fact that such loans 
are granted, and the procedure is regulated by S. JS» Cir, 52 
(April 1886), Dep. IV. 


§ I. The Department of Agriculture and Land Records. 

The maintenance of records, which I placed first on the 
list (p. 288) of the subjects for our consideration, is of primary 
importance : — (a) for the information of those who have to 
watch the progress of the country and provide for its 
efficient administration ^ ; (6) for the future work of revising 
Settlements. 

' In earlier days, when the Settlement officer had handed 
over the record of rights, with its maps and field-index, 
the faired copies were bound up and put on the office 
shelves for reference : but no care was taken to record 
subsequent changes. The consequence was, that when the 
thirty years of the Settlement came to an end, the records 
were out of all correspondence with the actually existing 
state of things, and the survey of village areas and the 
record of rights had to be made all over again at great 
cost and labour. All this is now to be at an end. Starting 
with the map and records correct for the year of Settle- 
ment, changes can be shown in red on copies of the map, 
and village statements can be compiled year by year, so as 
to keep them continually in as close correspondence with 


^ ^ Without a record ' (of changes showing irrigation from every 
of proprietary rights) ‘ it is difficult source, gives G-overnmenfc the most 
to ascertain who is responsible for sure indication of the condition 

the Government revenue and to of every part of the province from 

avoid constant and impoverishing season to season. — (Administration 
litigation.’ And again : the record Beport, 1882-83, p. 48.) 
of the area under each crop and 

VOL. II. IT 



290 


LAND SYSTEMS 01 BRITISH INDIA. [book hi. 


facts as possible To ensure this is one of the main duties 
of the Director of the Agriculture and Land Eecords. 

On this subject I may quote the Administration Report 
of 1882--83 (p. 47): — 

‘In a minute dated November 24th, 1874, Sir J. Strachey 
recorded his opinion that appraisements of land for Settlement 
purposes were imperfect and assessments unequal and unfair, 
because information regarding the crops, irrigation, and culti- 
vation of each village for a series of years was not procurable. 

. . . He therefore recognized the necessity of measures to 
secure the maintenance of correct and uniform agricultural 
records, and concluded that in the patwan's, who, if properly 
utilised, might be made as good a working staff as existed in 
any country, the requisite machinery for carrying out these 
measures would be found. In order to secure the proper 
standard of efficiency and provide for the uniform working of 
the whole staff towards the same end, as well as to prescribe 
the forms in which the correct statistics should be recorded, 
and superintend their compilation, it was thought necessary 
that the work should be put under the guidance of some one 
central authority, and this was to be the first duty of the 
newly-established Department of Agriculture and Commerce. 
A complete code of rules for the guidance of both patwan's and 
kdnungos was drawn up by the first Director of the Depart- 
ment and published in 1877. A few years later . . . such 
amendments as were thought necessary were introduced into a 
revised code, which ‘was finally adopted in the beginning of 
1883.’ 

§ 2. (a). DdhMl-hhdrij or Mutation of Proprietors' 
Names, 

When a proprietor dies and his heirs succeed, or when 
land is gifted, sold, or mortgaged with possession, the re- 
sponsibility for the revenue devolves on the new holder : 
the record of changes is therefore essential, not only as a 
matter of statistics, but to ensure the revenue being taken 
from the right person. 

^ The Administration EepoH^ 1882- entirely new record-of-rights would 
83, estimates that to make a new cost (for the temporarily-settled dis- 
survey for the whole province would tricts alone) from seventy to eighty 
cost a million sterling, while an (too, 000) of rupees. 
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The Land-Eevenue Acts require the Collector to register N.-w P. 
all such facts, the Board prescribing the forms, and the 
Local Government prescribing the fees for registering them. 

The process is commonly spoken of as ‘ d^khil-kharij,’ 
literally ‘ entering ’ (one man’s name) and * striking out ’ 
(another’s). All persons succeeding to any proprietary 
riffht, by any process of transfer whatever, are bound to N.-W.P 
report the fact to the tahsildar^ who must get the orders of and’pen- 
the Collector (or of the Assistant in charge) before recording 
the change. The Collector causes an inquiry to be made sec 100. 
as to the fact. Questions of right are not entered upon. 

But there may be a dispute as to possession. A person 
out of possession, for example, will often try and assert his 
(or his supposed) right by selling or mortgaging, and when 
the vendee applies to have his name entei’ed, it appears 
that some one is already in possession, who declares that 
he never sold the land and has no intention of doing so ; or 
a widow (who ordinarily holds a life-interest) sells, and 
some relative asserts that the transfer is invalid as made 
without legal necessity. In such a case the Collector 
will decide on the basis of possession. But if he is unable 
to satisfy himself as to which party is in possession, he 
must ascertain 'by summary inquiry who is the person 
best entitled to the property, and shall put such person in 
possession.’ He will then record the change, 'subject to N.-W.P. 
any order that may be subsequently passed by the Civil 
Court; 

All changes in landed interests, other than proprietary, 
are recorded by the kamingo and patw£ri, and only if there Act, 
is a dispute^ the matter is reported for the orders of the 
Collector or Assistant 


^ For the general practice of da- 
hhil-khtei see B. Cir. No. 41 (June 
1885) in Dep II. I have not seen 
the Oudh Eules, There is no 
essential difference from the North- 


Western Provinces, but, owing to 
the complication of subordinate 
tenures, some special rules may be 
in existence. 
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(6). Partitions. 

§ 3. Mature of Partition Oases- 

This is one of the ways in which proprietary changes 
occur. The chapter on tenures will have informed the 
student that in some cases the village-owners enjoy the 
estate in common, pay the whole proceeds into a common 
fund, and then, after discharging the revenue, cesses, and 
village expenses, distribute the profits according to ancestral 
or other recognized shares. But besides this, the whole 
body is jointly liable to Government for the revenue. 
There may be a partition, therefore, which affects the pri- 
vate joint interest; and there may be one which affects 
the joint liability also. The partition is called (in revenue 
language) ' perfect ’ when the Joint responsibility to Govern- 
ment is dissolved, and a number of new mahals or separate 
estates, each with its own liability, is thereby created. 
‘ Imperfect ’ partition is when — without touching the joint 
responsibility to Government — the shares and liabilities of 
the shareholders as between themselves, are declared, and 
the lands divided off on the ground to each sharer 

Partition may be applied for [a) to separate the ^ pattis ’ 
only, leaving the holders of each pattI still united; and 
(6) to separate the individual holdings, which may be 
either perfectly ’ (with separate revenue responsibility) or 
‘ imperfectly.’ There was formerly a Partition Act (XIX of 
1863); but it has been superseded in the North-Western 
Provinces by the present Eevenue Act. 

§ 4. Partition Law in North-Western Provinces. 

No objection is entertained, on principle, to either kind 
of partition That is to say, Government does not (as it 
does in the Panjab), attempt to prevent the community 

^ In some of the text-books the 108-139, should heie be read. The 
native term ' batwara ' is confined partition procedure is described in 
to the perfect partition, but in com- S B. Cir. No. 42 (October 1885), 
mon parlance it is not so. Dep. II. 

2 Land Eevenue Act, Sections 
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dissolving its joint revenue liability by a perfect partition. 

It is competent, however, to any co-sharer to object to perfect 
partition, and the revenue authorities may adjudge the 
matter and refuse partition. Imperfect partition cannot be N.-W r 
granted unless all the recorded sharers agree to it. If there 
is a dispute about the correctness of the recorded shares, or 13^ 
other question of right, this must be first decided by a Civil 
Court, and the partition be refused pending such a decision ; 
or the revenue officer may inquire into and decide the 
matter himself under the procedure laid down in the Act, 
and subject, in that case, to an appeal to the District or 
High Court (as the case may be) as if he were a Civil 
Court. ^^ 3 - 

0. 

§ 5 . Partition Law in Oudh, 

In OuDH, Chapter V of the Kevenue Act is devoted to Oudh 
the subject. Act XIX of 1863 was repealed for the same ^Xxviil 
reason as in the North-Western Provinces. The j 

visions are exactly the same as in the North-Western ' 
Provinces, except that the Act does not require the assent 
of all the co-sharers to an imperfect partition. The Cir- 
cular Orders, however, show a disposition to defer perfect 
partition, if the people can be persuaded to agree to accept 
an imperfect partition instead 

(c). Minor ^ Settlements necessitated by lapse of G-rant, 

Biver action, &c. 

§ 6. Lapse of Revenue-free Grants. 

Changes in the Settlement arrangements have also to be 
provided for ; they arise chiefly by the lapse or resumption 
of mu’afis or jagirs (revenue-free grants). Many of these 
are granted only for a term, or for life, or are held con- 
ditionally, When the term or the life expires, or the con- 

^ See Circular 21 of 1878, meaning in the Panjilb, where it 

2 Galled ‘ Summaiy Settlements ’ refers to the tempoiaiy arrange- 
in the North-Western Provinces ; ments in districts before a Eegukr 
but this term has quite another Settlement was introduced. 
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ditions are not fulfilled, the grant may lapse, and then the 
land has to pay revenue. This involves the sanction of 
superior authority (i) to the fact of the lapse, in case it de- 
pends on a question whether it ought to lapse or not ; (2) to 
the revenue to be in future assessed on it ; (3) in case the 
grantee is not owner of the land, as to the person who is to 
be settled with. For the purposes of this manual it is only 
necessary to indicate, not to give details regarding, this 
subject 


§ 7. Alluvion 

I have already alluded to the way in which, at Settle- 
ment, lands liable to be washed away or added to by the 
action of rivers are dealt with, whether formed into separate 
^ chaks,’ liable to be re-settled after short periods, or left as 
part of the estate at large, but requiring an alteration of 
the assessment when assets as a whole are affected beyond 
a certain limit (Chap. I, Sec. Ill, p. 40). The Collector 
has to provide for the inspection of the lands, either annually 
or when the period for alluvion and diluvion Settlement 
comes round, or when a specially heavy river-action has 
produced extraordinary effects, as the case may be. The 
checking of the measurements made by the patwari, and 
the inspection of the lands with a view to assessing them, 
or to seeing whether the estate assets are increased or 
diminished, at the beginning of the cold season (when the 
river has subsided to its normal limits), is one of the in- 
structive duties of the District Assistants who submit their 
reports to the Collector (or Deputy Commissioner). The 
latter ultimately proposes an assessment for the sanction of 
the chief revenue authority 


^ Por details of practice the Act 
(Sections 85-89^ Oudh Act, Sections 
52-55, the Revenue Rules, and the 
Board’s Revenue Circutais^ Part I, 
pp. 34 ei i>eq. (Oudh, Part I, Cik i, 
2, 3), must be consulted. It would 
exceed the limits of the work to 
give them in the text. Half 'yearly- 


returns of ‘lapses’ are usually re- 
quired. Sometimes, when such 
grants are held by several sharers, 
local rules have to be applied as to 
whether the share lapses to Govern- 
ment or the survivors absorb it. 

^ For Rules see S. B. Cir. Dep. I, 
pp, 18-67 ; Oudh, Part I, C%r» 4, 5, 6. 
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\{d). Maintenance of Boundaries, 

§ 8. Legal Provisions for repair of Marks, 

All boundaries had, as we have seen, to be secured for 
survey and Settlement purposes and proper marks set up. 

But it is of hardly less importance that these should 
continue in a state of repair. 

All boundary disputes ^ are to be decided on the basis of 
possession, or, by arbitration, with the consent of the parties ; 
and an order may be given to maintain the marks as they 
are, till the dispute is lawfully adjudicated. Obviously, it 
is the duty of persons disputing a boundary to go to Court 
and get the question settled — not in the heat of excitement 
to try and take the law into their own hands and destroy 
existing marks. 

The Kevenue Acts give power to the Collector to main- N.-W.P 
tain boundary-marks. Owners are responsible for their 140-5^.^^^’ 
maintenance, and persons erasing or damaging marks may 
be made to pay for the damage 

When the author of the mischief cannot be discovered, 
the Collector has power to determine who shall pay for the 
restoration. 

[e]. The Collection of the Iiand-Bevenue. 

§ 9. The Agricultural Tear. 

The ‘Agricultural year’ spoken of in the sequel is a 
division of time fixed with reference to the convenience of 
season for ejecting tenants, commencing new rent-rates, and 
so forth. 

It would be hard that a tenant should be turned out just 
as he had ploughed or sown his land ; it would be equally 
hard that a tenant should be able to relinquish at such 
a season that the owner could not have time to make any 

^ We are always now speaking of criminal penalty that they may 
disputes arising after the Kevenue have incurred under the Indian 
Settlement is over. Penal Code, Section 434, &c. 

^ Irrespective, of course, of any 
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other arrangement for cultivating the fields. Hence the 
necessity for fixing the beginning and ending of the year 
for agricultural purposes. 

In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, the agri- 
cultural year begins on the ist July and ends on the 
30th June^. 


§ 10. Payme 7 it of the Revenue. 

The land-revenue is made payable, not in one lump sum 
for the whole year, but in certain instalments Q qist ') 
arranged in such a way as to call in the money at times 
easiest to the agriculturist, which, speaking generally, is 
some time after the principal crops have been reaped and 
sold and rents got in. 

The dates of the instalments have to be carefully con- 
sidered. They were the subject of correspondence with the 
Government of India in 1881-82. As this has been noticed 
in the general account of Revenue Administration (Vol. I, 
Ch, V), it will only be necessary here to repeat that the prin- 
ciple stated by the Pamine Commissioners is generally 
accepted everywhere ^ Instalments,’ they said, ‘ should 
correspond to the number of the main crops raised in each 
year, to the average dates when those crops come to 
maturity, and to the relative weight and value of the 
harvests.’ And they go on to say that when one crop is 
retained for food and another sold, the larger instalment 
should be fixed after the latter is sold : also that time must 
be allowed for the sale of the harvest, and not hurry the 
cultivator to cut imperfectly-ripened crops, or sell hastily 
in an overstocked market. They further call attention to 


^ See Land-Revenue Act, Sec. 2 
(Definitions) (Do,, Oudh). Also 
the Rent Act, North-Western Pro- 
vinces, Secs. I9 j 31 ,* and Oudh, Secs. 
44, 55. This year has nothing to do 
with the ‘Fasli' date — a native 
method of reckoning the year for 
revenue purposes, invented by Ak- 
bar, and still used among the native 


subordinates and in their records. 
I am unaware of any advantage in 
keeping up the use of it. 

^ See Letter of Government of India^ 
No. 1-68, dated 27th Januaiy, 1881 ; 
and remarks in the Famine Com- 
missioners' Report^ chap. III. Sec. 
292 j and Government of India Resolu- 
tion, 15 R., dated 3rd May, 1882. 
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the necessity for allowing landlords to get in their rents 
from tenants. 

These requirements would point not only to fixing dates 
of payment for whole provinces, but to considering the 
needs of districts and even of particular estates. 

In the North-Western Provinces the instalments for the 
autumn (kharif) harvest, which is a harvest of food grains, 
have been fixed at smaller amounts than those of the rabi' 
(spring) harvest^ which is a harvest of grains sent to market. 

In the former case, cash docs not come into the cultivator’s 
hands so much as in the latter. Not only so, but as the 
proprietors are much dependent on the receipt of rents from 
their tenantry, instalments of revenue have also to be fixed 
with reference to rent payments. 

In all the Settlements, dates of rent payment have been N.-w.P. 
carefully fixed, and the Government has accordingly issued 
definite rules for payment of revenue instalments 

^ S0C JOQ 

The payments are made through the village headmen 
into the tahsil treasuries. The tahsildar keeps up his 
‘kistbandi,’ or return, showing when the instalments are 
due ; and there are additional accounts showing the total 
demand, payment balances, recoveries of past arrears, &c. 

§ II. Recovery of Arrears, 

The Acts provide a special procedure for recovery of^*-"^*^- 
land-revenue when not voluntarily paid on its falling due. sec/148. 
A sum not paid at the proper time and place, is in arrear^ 
and the person failing to pay is a defaulter 

I may here remark that the Eevenue manuals are usually 
full of cautions as to the exercise of powers for the recovery 
of revenue ; nor is this unnecessary. Why does not a man 
pay? Either because he ^oill not, — ^i.e. he is negligent, 

^ The North-Western Provinces (because there are ^ early ’ and ^ late' 
rules are to be found in Board’s kharif crops), and one for the spring 
Circular; Dep. Ill, p. 9; Oudh rules harvest; and a special instalment 
in vol. i. Pax't III, Gir 2. may be fixed for sugarcane or other 

The reienue instalments are pay- exceptional crop, 
able twenty-one days later than ^ Both the sharer and the lambar- 
rent instalments. These latter aie d^r who represented him at Settle- 
generally timed, two for the autumn ment become defaulters. 
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N.-W.P. 

Act, 

sec. 148. 
Oudh Act, 
sec. Ill 


Is^-WP. 

Act, 

secs. 149- 
89. Oudh 
Act, secs. 
113-156. 


careless, ouglit to be able to pay, &c. ; or he cannot : famine, 
drought, or some other calamity has disabled him, or his 
assessment is really too heavy. Native ofEcers are prone 
to attribute the failure to ^ shararat wa nadahindagi ’ 
(wicked contumacy and refusal). But the Collector must 
discriminate. If there is reason to suppose that there is 
misfortune rather than fault, he can siispend the demand, 
and ultimately recommend it for remission under the rules 
in force on these subjects. 

Interest is not demanded on arrears of revenue. 

§ When tJie Arrear is disp%iteiL 

The Land-Kevenue Act recognizes that a certificate of 
the tahsildar is sufficient evidence of the arrear being due. 
But a person can pay ‘ under protest,’ and then is allowed 
to bring a civil suit on the subject. 

But, supposing that legal process has to be resorted to, 
a series of remedies is provided. 

§ 13. Processes of Recovery, 

The procedure is sufficiently described in the i5cth sec- 
tion of the North-Western Provinces Land Eevenue Act, 
which is as follows ; — 

^ An arrear of revenue may be recovered by the following 
processes : — 

^ {a) by serving a writ of demand {clasfah) on any of the 
defaulters ; 

^ (b) by arrest and detention of his person ; 

^ (c) by distress and sale of his moveable property ; 

^ (d) by attachment of the share, or patti, or mah^l in respect 
of which the arrear is due ; 

^ (e) by transfer of such share or patti to a solvent co-sharer 
in the mahal ; 

^(/) by annulment of the Settlement of such patti or of the 
whole mahal ; 

^ {9) by sale of such patti or of the whole mahal ; 

^ (^) by sale of other immoveable property of the defaulter.’ 



PT. I. CH. IV.] LAND-EEVENUE OEEIOEES. 


299 


TJiider the first process, simple detention may last for K-W.P 
fifteen days if the arrear (with costs) is not sooner paid. ^c!^’i52. 

Whether arrest has taken place or not, moveable property 
(excepting implements of husbandry and cattle or tools of 
an artizan) may be sold. Sec. 153. 

In addition to, or instead of, this process, the estate or 
share in it may be attached and managed by a Government 
agent ; or the Collector may transfer the defaulting estate 
or the defaulting share (or patti) for a term not exceeding 
fifteen years, to a solvent co-sharer, or to the body of the 
co-sharers. Sec 157. 

Another remedy is to annul the Settlement and take the 
estate under direct management, or farm it out. In this 
case, as also in the milder process of management without 
annulling the Settlement just alluded to, a proclamation is 
made, and no one can pay rent or any other due on account 
of the estate to the defaulter, but to the Collector ; if he pays 
otherwise, he gets no credit for it If a part of an estate Sec. i6r. 
only is aflfected by an order of annulment of Settlement, the 
joint responsibility is dissolved as between such part of the 
estate and the rest. 

If the Collector thinks that these processes are not suffi- 
cient to recover the arrears, he may, in addition to (i. e. 
after trying them), or instead of all or any of them, sell, 
subject to the Board’s sanction, the patti or the estate by 
auction ; the sale must be for arrears that had accrued before, 
and not during, the time of its being held under manage- 
ment as one of the processes for recovery of aiTears. The 
land is sold free of all incumbrances, except certain specified 
ones, for which the Act may be consulted. Sec. 167 

Last of all, if the arrear cannot be recovered, immoveable 
property other than that on which the arrear accrued, may 
be sold, but sold with its incumbrances The procedure Sec. 168. 


^ The annulment of Settlement 
is applied when other processes 
are not sufficient, and requii'os 
special sanction. 

^ The reason is, that when the 
land is sold for its own revenue, the 


incumbrance on it is ci'eated with 
a knowledge that the land is already- 
hypothecated for the revenue. It 
is not so with other lands or houses 
sold to pay the revenue debt. 
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Oudh Act, 
sec. 109 et 
seq. 


for conducting sales is given in full in the Act. The pro- 
cedure in OuBH is practically the same (Act, Sections 108- 
135). Persons exempt from personal appearance in a Civil 
Court, Taluqdars and female proprietors, are not liable to 
arrest and imprisonment. 

It may be useful to add that these methods of recovery 
are generally made applicable by special laws (e. g. Forest 
and Excise) to the recovery of any public revenue. 

§ 14. Recovery of Arrears vumler a Sub-Settlement. 

When the inferior proprietor is responsible under a sub- 
Settlement with Government for the revenue, the Oudh 
Act regards the revenue as recoverable, just in the same 
way as it is under a Settlement. The lambardars pay up 
the revenue of the sharers whom they represent, in the first 
instance, and consequently need to be armed with powers 
of recovering revenue payments from the individuals on 
whose behalf they have paid. In the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, where cases of double tenure are only occasional, the 
superior proprietor recovers from the inferior by a suit. 
In Oudh, where so many estates have the double tenure, 
and where some more ready arrangement for recovery of 
money due under sub- Settlement, or due from an inferior 
proprietor not holding a sub-Settlement, is necessary, the 
Act provides for recovery of arrears without a suit, and the 
term ^ proprietor ’ is extended in many cases accordingly, to 
suit this provision. 

§ 15. Remissions and Suspensions of Revenue. 

The law expects that the revenue (which it has provided 
to be justly and not oppressively assessed) should be paid 
with punctuality; and it therefore supplies a powerful 
compulsory machinery to control recovery, regard being 
had to the embarrassment of the entire machinery of 
Government if the revenues are not paid with regularity. 
Nevertheless, there are occasions of calamity which call for 
a suspension^ and perhaps ultimate remission^ of the de- 
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inand. It is coBstantly laid down in the boohs that the 
revenue demand is calculated with such moderation, as for 
average seasons, that it can be paid in good years and bad 
alike, the surplus of one year counterbalancing the defi- 
ciency of another. But, while this principle must be 
enforced to a certain extent \ it is really more a matter of 
theory than anything else: the improvident peasantry 
rarely do lay by a surplus of good years ; they spend 
it on marriages, &c., &c., which would otherwise be 
deferred ; at best, they buy silver or gold jewellery. But, 
even admitting the principle, it is no safeguard against the 
distress caused by absolute calamity — famine or total failure 
of rain, or unusual flood. 

Having indicated in Vol. I, Chap. V, the course of the 
inquiries pursued on this subject, I shall here only notice 
the practical rules which the Government of the North- 
Western Provinces have promulgated. 

The North-Western Provinces Land-Eevenue Act says 
nothing on the subject; the Pent Act provides that Act XI r 
whenever the Government remits or suspends the revenue, ’ 
there may be a corresponding remittance or suspension of 
tenants’ rent. The order is to be made by an officer em- 
powered by Government, and subject to rules made by the 
Board of Eevenue 

The Oudh Rent Act contains a modified provision of this Act XXI 
nature — to the effect that when a decree for arrears of rent ' 
is made, there may (with the sanction of the Deputy Com- 
missioner) be an allowance made for loss by di'ought, hail, 
or other calamity ; and, if so, the revenue authorities shall 
take into consideration any request made by the landlord for 
a remission of revenue, ‘ if the rent-remission has caused a 
material diminution ’ in his estate assets. 

Eides for the remission and suspension of revenue are to 

^ ^ Though the Goyornment of good from the surplus of future good 
India cannot in all cases expect the harvests.’ See Cucidm llesoMiOrt 
eultivatois to lay by the suudus of 58 E., lathOclohcr. 1882 
good years in order to meet the de- ^ Eulos on the snl>ject are appen- 
ticiencies of bad years, it claims ded to the Circidats afterwards rc- 
thafc the suspensions allowed in bad ferred to. 
seasons should, as a rule, be made 
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be found in tbe Board’s CiTcular^ Dep. II, No. 43 (October 
1885 ^), and in Oudh in Rev, Gir,, Vol. II, Part II, No. 37, 
■which is very similar. 

The principle aimed at is to give relief in case of ^ physical 
calamity’ (as defined in the orders), so that the revenue- 
payer should not he compelled to get into serious debt in 
order to meet his revenue-obligations. Calamities are 
naturally divided into two classes : (A) those which are 
widespread, like drought and famine, and extend over 
large areas ; and (B) those purely local, the result of 
locusts, hailstorms, &c, 

' Suspension ’ is granted on a written order (briefly re- 
cording reasons) by the Collector — if for six months, on 
his own authority; and the Commissioner may (subject to 
control of the Board) extend this for a total of eighteen 
months, or one year beyond the Collector’s six months. 
Suspension is useful where there is reason to suppose that 
a subsequent good harvest will enable the suspended de- 
mand to be made good, or where a payer is in temporary 
need of aid, so as not to get into serious debt with money- 
lenders, or where a period of observation is necessary 
before applying for actual ^remission’ of the demand in 
whole or part. 

In a widespread calamity, the recommendation for post- 
ponement may be in excess of what has been stated, and it 
should then be formal^ and submitted for the Board’s and 
Government sanction, and take the shape of a uniform, 
fraction or proportion of the revenue over the tract. 

If the calamity is so serious that remission is required, 
the case must be fully and definitely reported for orders of 
the Board and the Government. 

In such cases it will be necessary to assist the tenants 
also under Section 23 of the Eent Act, and to do this it 
will be needed to propose a suspension of revenue formally 
to Government, and then the rules under Section !^3, which 
are appended to the Gircular Orders under notice, can be 
acted on. 

^ Superseding Circulars 9 and 10 in Dep. II. 
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(/). Bent Cases. 

§ 16. Exclusion of the Civil Jurisdiction {North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh). 

A large number of the cases for Eevenue Courts belong to 
the category of Eent-cases, or matters between landlord and 
tenant, or between a village headman and the co-sharers 
for revenue dues or village charges, or between x^evenue 
assignees and the revenue-payers. For the North-Western 
Provinces, these are specified in Act XII of 1881 ; and the Secs. C3 
jurisdiction of Civil Courts is excluded absolutely as to 
matters enumerated in Section 95, and, in the first instance, 
as regards the suits for rent or revenue mentioned in Section 
93, in which there is an eventual ajopeal to the Civil Court- 
In Oudh, Act XXII of 1886 excludes, generally, the jurisdic- Sec. 108. 
tion of the Civil Courts but gives the final appeal to the 
Judicial Commissioner, which is a peculiarity to be 
noted. 

The student will do well to turn at once to the North- 
Western Provinces Eent Act, and see what matters are the Secs. 93 
subject of a revenue suit, followed by a decree and execution 
thereof, and what are the subject of an application and an 
order thereon. In the Oudh Act there is no such distinction 
made ; all the matters judicially dealt with under the Oudh 
Act are called suits under heads — (A) by the landlord, (B) 
by the tenant or undei^-proprietor, (0) I'egarding division 
or apportionment of pi'oduce, (D) by or against headmen 
(lambardars), co-sharers, and mu’afidars (revenue-free 
holders). The Act only mentions certain applications Scc. 120. 
specially, 

§ 17. Suits. 

In the North-Western Provinces, suits are generally for 
arrears of rent or arrears of revenue by a lambardar who 
has paid up to the treasury on behalf of the co-sharers, or 
for arrears of revenue due to a ^revenue assignee’ who 
collects his own dues. They may be also for recovery of 
overpayments of rent, for compensation in certain cases. 



Act XII 
of i88i, 
sec. 93 
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to eject tenants in certain cases, and to contest distraint 
proceedings. 

§ 18. Applications, 

Applications are for the production of accounts relating 
to village management; for determination of the nature 
and class of a tenant’s tenure under Section 10 of the Act ; 
to resume rent-free lands which the proprietors consider 
should no longer be rent-free, owing to various causes ; to 
eject tenants ; to determine the value of ungathered crops, 
or the rent to be paid for a temporary holding until crops 
are ripe and reaped ; to determine the amount due as com- 
pensation for improvements; for enhancement or deter- 
mination of rent, or abaten^ent of rent ; for issue of a lease 
or counterpart. 

§ 19. Further details (Forth-Western Provinces). 

These paragraphs will give an idea of the nature of the 
Eevenue Courts’ business under the Eent Act. 

It will be observed that second-class Assistants, who 
can give no decision under the Land-Kevenue Act, have 
certain powers under the Eent Act, both as regards suits 
and applications. 

In the case of suits, all second-class Assistants’ decisions 
are appealable to the Collector. 

AU Collectors’ (original or appellate) and first-class 
Assistants’ decisions are final, unless — 

(а) The amount or value of subject-matter exceeds 

E. 100 ; 

(б) the case is one on which ^ the rent payable by the 

tenant has been a matter in issue and has been 
determined.’ 

In these cases there is an appeal to the Civil Court 
(District Judge ^), or, in large cases (exceeding E. ^ 

the High Court direct. This provision is peculiar, and is 

^ The District Judge's order will point of law only) to the High 
(as in ordinary civil suits) be open Court (Rent Act, Section 191). 
to a final ‘ special appeal' (on a 
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therefore noticed ; it forms a sort of compromise or 
intermediate measure between absolutely making over 
^rent suits’ (and cognate cases) to the Eevenue Courts 
(as in the Panjab and other Provinces), and absolutely 
making them over to the Civil Courts, as in Bengal. 

In the case of orders on applications, all orders of second- See. 95 
class Assistants are appealable to the Collector. Orders of 
Collectors and Assistants of the first class, in the exercise of 
powers under Section 98, are final. Collector’s orders in 
the exercise of powers under Sections 99 and 100 are 
appealable to the Commissioner, and other orders to the 
Collector. 

Commissioners’ orders are ordinarily final, but orders on 
appeal in cases coming under Sections 99 and 100, if they 
alter the original order, are appealable finally to the 
Board. See. 198 

The Board has a general power of calling for any case Sec. 199 
and passing orders on it. 

§ ao. Oudh Jurisdiction, 

In OxjDH, also, the second-class Assistant, who is not 
empowered under the Eevenue Act to decide any case, but 
only to investigate and report, is, under the Eent Act, 
empowered to decide cases under certain heads, and not 
exceeding in value E. 100. The first-class Assistant tries Act XXII. 
all kinds of suits under the Act, up to E. 5000 in value, 
and the Collector (who is the Deputy Commissioner) may 
hear all suits without limit. (For the restriction on appeals, 
see Section 119.) 


von. n. 


X 



CHAPTEE V. 


OK CERTAIN SPECIAL DISTRICTS IN THE NORTH- 
WESTERN PROYINCES. 

The Scheduled districts, which have some distinctive 
features in their revenue-management, or in their land- 
tenures, or both, and which, therefore, require a separate 
notice, are — (i) Kumaon, (2) Jaonsar-Bdwar^ (3) the Tardi 
District, (4) South Mirzapur. 


Section L — South Miezapue. 


The ‘scheduled’ portion of Mirzapur requires a very- 
short notice, so I may take it first 
The notifications declaring this a scheduled district were 
issued by the Government of India^ No. 636, dated the 30th 
May, 1879, Gazette of India, Part I, page 38^ ; and the 
Local Government Gazette, 7th June, 1879, page 975. 

The Civil Procedure Code is in force, but there is a 
special organization of Courts, the Commissioner being the 
Court of final appeal 


^ The tracts consist of : — 

(a) The iappas (small subdivi- 
sions of parganas) called 
Agori and South Eon in the 
Agori pargana. 

(&) The Singrauli tappa in par- 
gana Singrauli. 

(c) The tappas of PhulwaDu dhi 
and Barh^ in the pargana 
Bichip^r, (The Dudhi Estate 
JRevenue Buies will be found in 


the Legislative Department’s 
North-Western Provinces Code, 

(1886), p. 657.) 

(d) The portion of the district 
south of the Khaimur hill 
range. (See Part lY of the 
North-Western Provinces Code, 
1886,) 

^ See Rules for the Administration 
of Civil Justice, North-Western Provinces 

Code, p. 655, 
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In revenue cases, there is power (exercisable by the Local 
Government) to refer to the Board of Eevenue, when the 
Commissioner reverses the decision of the Collector. 

The land-revenue rules are special ; not under Act XIX 
of 1873. The Settlement is made for ten years. 

The system of joint- village Settlement was not applic- 
able, for the villages are hardly entitled to the name, being 
groups of independent cultivators, under the management 
of a Government headman^. Cultivation is only per- 
manent on some lands and intermittent on others. Eights 
are therefore recognized chiefly with reference to the per- 
manent fields. 

In a few villages, indeed, in the mahals of Gonda-Bajia 
and Hirachak (of the pargana Blchipar, known as the 
Dudhi Government Estate), the sipurd-dar was recognized 
as the proprietor ; so these became zamlndari villages, 
and as regards them the ordinary revenue-law is in force. 
But, in the other villages, the proprietary right is held to 
vest in Government, and the actual holder of land is said 
in the rules, to have a heritable, but not transferable 
‘ proprietary ’ right in — 

(а) His house, premises, or site in the village ; 

(б) his fields, which are or can be permanently 

cultivated ; 

(c) any grove or garden which he planted by permission 
Olathe Collector or oSicer in local charge. Trees 
in such groves may be sold or mortgaged. 

A right of occupancy is, however, recognized in favour 
of any one who has held permanently-cultivated land 
for three years. Every such occupant receives a patta, 
or written document showing the terms of holding, and 
containing a clause which allows him to increase his culti- 
vated holding by breaking up a certain area of available 
waste. He maintains his right so long as he makes regular 

^ The headman (where not ' pro- (corruptly or dialectically written 
prietor is spoken of as the ‘ Go- sapurddr). Some of these were al- 
vernment agent/ or sipurd-d£r lowed to be hereditary : others not. 

X % 
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payment of rent. If he was already on the land at Settle- 
ment, the rent is the Settlement rate of assessment ; if he 
entered afterwards, it is what he has agreed to pay. 

Other lands not occupied on these terms, are held as 
simple tenancies-at-will, held under the State as direct 
proprietor. 

The sipurd-dar ' is bound to realize and pay ’ the rents 
into the Treasury ; he is allowed a deduction for the rent of 
the ‘ sir,’ or land of which he is himself the occupant, and 
from 0,0 to 30 per cent, on the collection, as a remuneration 
for his risk and trouble. 

He can locate cultivators on the waste, but Ij^e is bound to 
make allowance for the amount of waste that is attached 
to each occupant’s ‘ patta,’ as above stated. He cannot, of 
course, eject ‘occupants,’ but he can change the ‘tenants,’ 
on lands not held by occupants, under certain conditions. 

The rents are recoverable by ‘ dastak,’ or writ of demand, 
or by attachment of property ; and, if this fails^ the Col- 
lector may order sale of the property. In the last resort, 
a defaulting occupant may be ejected from his holding. 

A Government ‘ saz^wal ’ supervises the sipurd-ddrs in 
the ordinary or non-proprietary villages. Where the sipurd- 
dar is recognized as proprietor of the village, the sazd,wal 
becomes the tahsild^r. 


Section II.— KumAon and GaehwAl. 

§ I. The Administration, 

The criminal law and procedure are, generally, the same 
as elsewhere, but the ‘ Eules for the Administration of 
Justice,’ issued under Section 6 of the Scheduled Districts 
Act, 1 874, determine the powers of Courts and Magistrates, 
the Commissioner being the Court of Session, the Senior 
Assistant being the Magistrate of the District 
The Civil Courts are also governed, as regards procedure, 
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by the same Eiiles But there is little regarding the sub- 
stantive law that is exceptional. 

Parts of the Eevenue Act relating to the Settlements and 
to the recovery of arrears of revenue are in force, but not 
the Eent Act. The Eevenue Officers sit as Eevenue Courts 
— ‘ Summary and Eegular ’ — just the same as in the 
Tarffi. 

A number of other Acts have been extended to, and are 
declared in force in, the district, by notification. 

The Senior Assistant is the Collector, and the Junior and 
Extra Assistants are the Assistant Collectors The tahsil- 
dars have powers as elsewhere. 

§ 2^. The Settlement. 

The last Settlement was begun in 1863. Dealing 
with a country consisting of mountains and deep valleys, 
the procedure of survey was different from what it would 
be in a plain district. 

Cultivation of a permanent character is confined to 
the valleys where some alluvial soil has accumulated, and 
to such of the hill-sides as have good enough soil to make it 
worth while to terrace them. There is also some casual 
cultivation (ijran) — that is, land that is broken up and 
cultivated only for a time ; when the soil is exhausted, the 
plot is abandoned. The survey-maps, therefore, show the 
villages, and not the intervening waste There was no 
general demarcation of village boundaries (for this was 
unnecessary under such circumstances) ; but boundaries 
were determined (i) when disputed, (2} when adjoining 
Government forest, or (3) when the area was adjusted by 
cutting off an excessive amount of waste. In this operation 
there was nothing previously on record to help the Settle- 
ment Officer. At the early Settlements there had been no 
measurement. In 1823 a 'guess measurement’ had been 

^ See North-Western Ptoimces Code. 5th Dccoinber, 1876). 
p 561, But the portions of llie ^ Rules, chap. III. i ; Notfh- 
CimlFroceduu Code not touching the Western Ptobinces Code, p 645 
Rules are in force (Notification, ^ Boat d’s Eenew oj the Kumdun ti.R. 
North-Western Provinces j No. 566 A., 
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made, and a description of the boundaries recorded ; and, 
at the next Settlement, of 1846 also, no measurement had 
been made, but a " fard-ph^nt,^ a sort of list of owners, 
tenants, and rents, was made out, showing holdings : that 
was all. 

Only at the last Settlement was a survey made. The 
measurements of the khasra survey were recorded in 
vfsis,’ of 4800 square yards (forty square yards less than 
an acre). 


§ 3. Right to Waste Land. 


Allusion must here be made to the waste, as included in 
village boundaries h It would appear that in many cases 
the jungle or grazing land was, in Mr. Traill’s early Settle- 
ment, included in the nominal boundaries of villages — 
that is, it was known by the same name ; but it does not 
follow that it belonged, in any proprietary sense, to the 
village. 

General Sir H. Eamsay quotes with approval ^ a passage 
from Mr. Batten’s Oarhwdl Report^ in which he says : ‘ I 
take this opportunity of asserting that the right of Govern- 
ment to use forest and waste lands not included in the 
assessable area of the estate, remains utterly unaffected by 
the inclusion of certain tracts within the boundaries of 
mauzas.’ No one has a right, merely on the ground of such 
inclusion, to demand payment for grazing or wood-cutting 
from other villages. Nor does such inclusion of itself inter- 
fere with the Government right to offer clearing-leases in 
such waste. Mr. Batten thought, however, that the in- 
habitants of the village should^ have the first refusal of 


Some misunderstanding may 
arise in the original Report from 
the fact that in some of the state- 
ments ‘ waste ’ is used to mean 
simply /aZtow; land. I speak here of 
wa>sU or jungle land. 

^ S. B., p. 24. The reader who 
remembers how the original organ- 
ization of small Hindu states dealt 
with the waste, and how those 
ancient institutions surviTe in the 


hills, will be disposed to think that 
this extract is evidently, in theory 
at any rate, correct. Private right 
did not arise except on the ground 
of clearing and possessing the soil ; 
and there are no communities or 
grantees to claim the lordship over 
an entire area of land, waste and 
tilled together. 

* Clearly as a matter of conveni- 
ence and policy. 
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such leases, and that grants should not he made so as to 
bring them up too close to the village (i. e. that a space for 
grazing and wood-cutting should be left). 

General Ramsay’s own account slightly differs from this. 
While admitting the Government right he says that the 
villages have a prescriptive right to grass, grazing, timber, 
and firewood, and even to grazing dues from outsiders who 
feed their cattle in the grazing lands within the village 
boundaries. All that the landowners can claim outside 
their cultivation, is a fair amount of culturable waste, with 
a sufloicient amount of waste for grazing and wood-cutting. 

In paragraph 48, again, he says that the people ' owned 
their jungle in a way’ before we came; and so when we 
recognized their proprietary right in the cultivated land, the 
people acquired a ‘ certain right to the use of the forest 


§ 4. Revenue Assessment, 

The revenue assessment was made on a principle which 
it is not easy to understand ; it was arrived at by calcula- 
tions made on the basis of certain rates for average land, 
and modifying the results for each village by consideration 
of the abundance or paucity of population, which made cul- 
tivation easier or more diflicult. It is not necessary for the 
purposes of this book that the process should be detailed. 


§ 5. Rights in Land, 

The record of rights, again, was a matter of some dif- 
ficulty. 

Under the Gorkha Government the Raja (being a con- 
queror) claimed, as usual, to be the general landowner ; 
and he made grants of land, and not unfrequent] y put 


^ Beport, Section 40. 

^ I make no comment on this ; 
I simply note the statements as 
they are, leaving it to be gathered 
by a true interpretation of the facts, 
what the real claim of the villagers 
on the waste amounts to. It is, 
however, certain that under the 


old Hindu constitution of society, 
while no landholder claimed a 
heritable right in any soil beyond 
his own holding, rights of user, or 
what were practically such, existed, 
to grazing and wood-cutting in the 
neighbouring waste. 
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grantees on akeady occupied lands, nominally that they 
might realize the State share, though in practice they took 
much more, and behaved as if they were landlords in our 
sense of the term. Villages were given to astrologers, 
cooks, barbers, and physicians ; and the people in possession, 
whatever they once were, soon came to be looked on as the 
tenants of the new grantees \ 

The headman of a village was the ^ pradhan,* and over 
several villages was a Hhokdar’ or ‘siyana/ who managed 
police matters and collected the revenue. 

At first the British authorities took their revenue in the 
same way ; but later Mr, Traill (the then Commissioner) 
made a Settlement which is described as ‘mauzawar,' or 
by villages; and this was understood to give the pro- 
prietary right to those who appeared in the superior 
position, either from being grantees of the Gorkhds or as 
original occupants who had not been interfered with by 
such grants. The people, as might be expected, had a cus- 
tomary distinction of rights of their own ; and names 
distinguishing what we may call proprietorship and tenancy 
are locally known. As the country grew in wealth, these 
distinctions were acted on and revived by the more 
advanced ; and when Mr. Batten made a twenty years’ 
Settlement in 1846, he found the people very ready to 
claim the superior position on their own account; he, 
however, left every one to get a deci'ee of the Revenue 
Court defining the position he was to occupy in one class 
or another. When the present Settlement began, every one 
wished to be recorded proprietor 

The actual state of landed tenures in Kumaon is, as might 
be expected, much more approximate to the old Hindu 
custom: there are no village landlords (apart from the 
claims of Gorkha grantees). It is not surprising that, in 
1846, Mr, Batten, influenced by the system under which he 
had been trained, made use of terms which belong only to 
the North-Western Provinces villages, and are stereotyped 


^ Board of Eevenue’s Review of the S. B., par. 22, 2 par. 25, p, 14. 
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in the Directions i but the Commissioner'* confirms the 
fact (which might have been otherwise expected) that 
there is no such thing really as a ‘zamiridari’ tenure — 
i. e. where one individual or a joint-body is landlord of the 
whole village estate. 

All cultivators are really equally proprietors of their 
several holdings ; but there were cases where a grantee 
had been, as above remarked, constituted proprietor over 
the heads of the original cultivators; there were other 
cases, also, where an energetic pradhan or a ‘ tliokdar ’ had 
succeeded in acquiring a sort of superiority over the cultiva- 
tors : in some cases he would have had a real ground for his 
claim, having been the leader and the first to commence the 
work of clearing and cultivation. In such cases these 
persons were recorded as the oimers, and the original cul- 
tivators (who would otherwise have been proprietors) then, 
as in so many other Settlements, fell into the position of 
‘ khdikars,’ or permanent-tenants, with privileges, however, 
little inferior to those of owners. 

§ 6. Landlord and Tenant. 

The right in land is called ‘thhat,’ and the proprietors 
‘ thhatw^n ’ : the term ‘ zamindar ’ has no meaning, except 
its literal one — ' any one connected with land ’ 

The superior or landlord right recognized, as just now' 
described, in favour of the Gorkha grantees and others, 
does not aflTect a very large proportion of the villages. In 
many^ — I believe in the large majority of cases — the small 
proprietors cultivating their owm lands have retained their 
position as owners. Where the existence of the superior 
title caused the cultivators to be recorded as ' khaikar,’ 
the chief, if not the only, difference is this — the latter 
does not possess the right of transfer, and has to pay a fixed 

^ Report, p 15 and. transferable, h«as never been 

^ Atkinson’s §33. hold to be indefeasible. Under an 

Mr. Atkinson also says that the arbitiary Government no right is 
paramount property in the soil was indefeasible ; but the occupier ot 
vested in the State, and that the lands was pi actually an owner and 
landholder’s right, though heritable was never ejected. 
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sum as ‘ malikana ’ to the proprietor; this ^ malik^na ' being 
the result of converting various cesses and perquisites levied 
under the former system, into a fixed cash payment^. 

The khaikar (tenants) also have headmen (in their ' stra- 
tum ’ of right) called ‘ ghar-pradhan ’ ; and when the 
landlord is non-resident^ the ‘ ghar-pradhans ’ manage the 
village 

The khaikars thus form a class of ^ occupancy-tenants ’ 
on a natural tenure, and no others are known. No Eent 
Act has ever been in force ; hence there is no artificial 
or legal tenant-right based on holding for a period of 
years. 

Labourers called in to help are ' sirthan' ; they are only 
tenants-at-will : it may happen that a khaikar of one vil- 
lage will cultivate land in another village as a ^ sirthan.’ 

Lands assigned to temples are spoken of as ‘ giinth.’ 

The headmen are remunerated much as elsewhere, having 
a certain privileged ^ sir ' holding, and a percentage of 5 
per cent, for collecting the revenue. 

§ 7* Official Organization- 

The local subdivision of Kumaon for revenue purposes 
is into tahsils and parganas ; the latter being again sub- 
divided into a number of ‘ pattas.’ 

The superior headmen or thokdars, or siy^nas, have now 
been allowed a small cash percentage ^ ; but they used to 
get certain perquisites, and perhaps a bit of land, fees being 
paid them on the occasion of a marriage in the village. 
They had also, as a perquisite, one leg of every goat killed 
by the village headmen. 

The Gorkhas used to employ an ofScial over a pargana, 
called a ' daftri,’ who was like our kanungo, and had to 
supervise the headmen in his pargana. 

The oflSce of ‘kanungo’ has now been revived by the 
name, and there are now some five of those officials who 
superintend the patwdris. 


^ ^ R., § 28. 


* Id ,, § 26. 


^ § 39. 



PT. I. CH. V.] SPECIAL DISTRICTS. 315 

The patwari of Kumaon diiEfers greatly from the official 
called by the same name in the regulation districts. In 
Kumaon he is a provincial agent charged with multifarious 
duties, over a considerable area of country, and independent 
of the villages, being responsible to Government, who 
appointed him He has to measure land, execute Revenue 
Court decrees, repair district roads, find supplies for travel- 
lers, and keep the District Officer informed of what goes on. 

There is no chaukidar system, and no regular police (ex- 
cept at the stations of Naini Tal, &c.). The ' rural police ’ 
(though not organized under the Police Department) are 
the ‘ pradhans ’ of villages, who are bound to apprehend 
criminals in serious cases and to report crime to the 
patwari. The head ^ thokd&s ’ keep a certain watch over 
the pradhans, and the small jealousies and local animosities 
that exist prevent too much collusion, and cause it soon to 
be known if this duty is neglected ; the system practically 
works well 

The Revenue Act is so far in force that in case arrears of 
revenue have to be recovered. Chapter V is applicable. 

Rent is recovered by ‘ summary suit ’ under the ‘ Rules.’ 

No partition law is in force, and only imperfect partition, 
guided by the spirit of the ordinary law, is allowed. 


Section III. — The Tar.vi. 

The Tarai district (included in the Kumaon Commis- 
sionership) is a scheduled district under Act XIV of 1874. 
It had originally been under the Regulations, but they were 
found unsuited to it. The Administration indeed faiily 
broke down ; the police failed, and the Settlement was found 
to be oppressive. An Act was passed in j 86 t to remove the 
district from the jurisdiction of the ordinary Courts, with- 
out, however, affecting the substantive law 

This need not, however, be further alluded to, as the 

^ AViialley’s ISxtra Regulation Law ® S, R., § 37. 

(1870), note 1, p. 39; and E^ort^ ® Whalley's Regulation Law^ 

par. 36. p 149. 
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district is now provided for by a Eegulation (IV of 1876) 
nnder tbe 33 Viet., cap. 3, and notifications have been 
issued showing the other laws in force and the Acts 
extended 

The Penal Code and Criminal Procedure Code are in 
force, also the Contract Law, Stamp Law, Forest Act, &c. 

The civil procedure and the limitation law are provided by 
the Regulation, and pleaders are not admitted into Court. 
The Revenue Court procedure is also under the Regulation, 
and the Rent Act does not apply. The Land-Revenue Act 
has been extended to the settled tracts 

The Settlement was revised many years ago under the 
same procedure as that of the rest of the province. Only 
a portion of the district, however, is cultivated, and the 
greater portion of it^ is consequently owned by Govem- 
ment, the cultivators being tenants. 

In the estates owned by sole or joint proprietors, suits 
for ejectment are scarcely known but are provided for by 
the Eegulation. Arrears of revenue in these estates can be 
recovered under the ordinary revenue law. Suits for land 
are heard as regular revenue suits, and rent and other claims 
(filed within twelve months) are heard as summary suits. 

There are tahsildars but no kanungos, and the patwdris 
have large circles like those in Kumaon. They are Govern- 
ment servants. 

The administration is carried on by a Superintendent 
of i8^J ty Assistant-Superintendent. A special appeal 

§§ to the Commissioner of Kumaon. 

In revenue suits there is a limited power of appeal to the 
Board of Revenue. 

Section IV. — J aonsae-Ba wae. 

The Jaonsar-Bawar pargana of the Dehra Diin district 
has never been under the Regulations. Although an Act 

^ Norih-Western Provinces Code, pp. 3 pamanas 

521-539 (Whalley, p. 150). 

Notification of 22nd September, ^ Wballey, p. 150 
1876, No. 1555, Q<mm of India . 
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of 1864 (since repealed and superseded by tlie Scheduled 
Districts Act) dealt with it, it merely recognized this extra- 
regulation position, and did not create it. 

Local customs are ascertained in this tract by a ^ dastur- 
ul-’amL (or rule of custom), which was drawn up in 1851 ; 
it was revised at a later Settlement by Mr. Kobertson, and 
signed in token of acknowledgment by the headmen^. 
This ‘ Code ’ could hardly be enforced as law, but it would 
be no doubt usefully referred to as an authoritative exposi- 
tion of custom 

The revenue-system is extremely simple. A headman 
called ‘ siyana * is settled with for a fixed sum for a * khat,’ 
or group of lands. He prepares an annual ^ phant-bandi,’ 
or revenue-roll, showing how every landholder is to pay his 
proportion of the whole. 

The Superintendent has to check the action of the siyana, 
and see that the rent is fairly distributed, and that one is 
not favoured and another oppressed. This plan was, how- 
ever, objected to in many quarters, and was only maintained 
(on sanctioning the Settlement) on the ground that it would 
be inconvenient to revise what had been done. At a future 
Settlement it will probably be altered 

There was a rough survey and field measurement. 

The chief difficulty was in connection with the ^rights’ 
claimed in the adjacent forests. The villagers only possessed 
their cultivated land, and could not even break up cul- 
turable waste without the permission of the district autho- 
rities^. But ^they were allowed to use the forest in a 
general way,’ taking wood for their own use, but selling 
none. 

There was, naturally, little practical restraint or control, 
till the forest rules began to be enforced, and then com- 
plaints were made. It was accordingly determined to make 
over certain forest tracts altogether to the villagers, and to 

^ Whalloy, p 197 and completed by Mr. Ross (1873- 

^ The dastur-iil-’aml is printed 75). The Settlement expired in 
at p. 203 of Mr. WhalJey s work. 1884. 

'* The last Settlement was par- ^ S. R , 1875, § 22 
tially carried out by Mr. Cornwall 
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define tlae Government forests, specifying what rights might 
be exercised in the Government forest. This is all laid 
down in the wajih-ul- arz of the khat or estate. 

As regards local revenue ofiicials, the organization is very 
simple. 

There are a number of patwaris who keep up ‘ patwaris’ 
papers/ as in other places, only in a more simple form. 

The ‘ siyanas/ or headmen, are responsible for police, but 
there is no crime in the pargana. 

As regards the law of Jaonsar-Bawar generally, the 
Scheduled Districts Act was applied to it by Notification 
(Home Department) No. 63^^^ dated 30th May, 1879. A 
notification of the same date (No. 633) extended the Civil 
Procedure Code. The Notification No. 634 gives a list of 
all the Acts in force, which includes all the chief general 
Acts on prominent subjects up to 1871^. 

The criminal law and procedure and the forest law are 
in force. But the Courts are constituted, with civil, cri- 
minal, and revenue powers, by Rules given at page 662 of 
the North-Western Provinces Code, 

^ After 1874, of course, all Acts fieations declaring tlie law under 
state whether they apply to sche- the Act need only deal with Acts of 
duled districts or not : so the noti- a previous date. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

THE HISTOEY OF THE PEOYINCE. 

§ I. Ajmer 

The province of Ajmer, together with the Merwara par- 
ganas, was ceded to the British Government in 1 8 1 8. Ajmer 
was a settled country ; but the parganas of Merwara con- 
sisted mostly of a stretch of jungle-clad hills, in which 
a few rude tribesmen lived by marauding and cattle-lifting, 
and hardly possessed anything like a system of customary 
landholding. From this life the Mers were reclaimed under 
British rule. 

Ajmer is specially interesting to us, because it is the one 
British district in Rajputana ; and it still preserves for us 
the features of the Rajput organization as it appeared when 
the Rajputs came, not as a tribe immigrating in sufficient 
numbers to people the land, but as a small force furnishing 
rulers with their subordinate nobles and their armies, and 

^ The name may correctly be written Ajmxr or Ajmer ; but the latter 
seems the truer local form. 
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esfcablisliing a general system of government and polity, 
characteristic of the race. 

For an account of the Eajput organization, which has so 
largely affected the land-tenures in the North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh, and in other parts of India, see VoL 
I. pp. 120-6 and ^250-5. Originally, the Rajput rule 
was in much greater force, and extended over a larger 
area than it no-w occupies ; hut the great kingdoms of the 
Eathors of Kanauj, the Solankhai in Guzar^t, and the rest, 
were reduced by the Muhammadan power The chiefs 
were driven from the more open and fertile plains, and the 
existing Rajput States represent the remains of the do- 
minion. These somewhat inaccessible districts to the north- 
east and south-west of the Aravalli hills, mark in fact the 
chief place of retreat of the tribes, and the site where they 
were able to hold their own to some extent in spite 
of many subsequent wars, both internecine and with foreign 
foes. 

Ajmer itself, being one of these Rajput states, saw very 
various fortunes. In the fifteenth century it passed into 
the hands of the rulers of Md.lw4. During the first quarter 
of the sixteenth century, however, the Rajput power revived 
under Rana Sangd of Udaipur, but it again declined as the 
empire of Hfimaytin and Akbar grew and consolidated. 
Ajmer became a ‘ Suba' or province of the empire, and the 
city itself was an imperial residence. But the Rajput cus- 
toms were not obliterated or even interfered with ; for, in 
those days, it was the policy to encourage the Rajputs : and 
the chiefs became simply feudatories of the Mughal power. 
As the Mughal empire waned, war and confusion again 


^ The relics of Rajput clan-do- 
minions, some of them on the feudal 
organization, others -without chiefs, 
are still found in the taluqd^ris 
and joint-villages in North Bombay, 
and in the Kathiawar chiefships. 
To the Muhammadan dispersion 
may also be traced some of the Raj- 
put colonies in Kangra and other 
parts of the Panj^b. "We shall 
hear also of Rajputs in Sindh. 


^ ' "We may describe Rajput^na as 
the region within which the pure- 
blooded Rajput clans have main- 
tained their independence under 
their own chieftains, and have kept 
together their primitive societies, 
ever since their principal dynasties 
in Northern India were cast dovm 
and swept away by the Musalm^n 
irraptions.^ — (G-azetteer of Edjputdnaj 
vol. i. p. 39.) 
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formed the order of the day : the Rajput chiefs attempted 
to combine for their independence, but in the midst of the 
general warfare the Marathas appeared on the scene. In 
1756 A.n. they got possession of Ajmer, and - thenceforward 
Eajputana became involYed in the general disorganization 
of India/ ‘ Even the Rajput chieftainships, the only ancient 
political groups left in India, were threatened with im- 
minent obliteration. Their primitive constitution rendered 
them quite unfit to resist the professional armies of Marathas 
and Pathans, and their tribal system was giving wa^^ or 
at best transforming itself into a disjointed military feudal- 
ism.’ About this time some of the Jat leaders rose to 
power and founded the Jat state of Bhartpur, which still 
survives among the Rajput chiefships. 

In 1803 all Eajputana, except the north-west portion, 
was paying tribute to the Marathas ; but these plunderers 
never got such hold on the country as in any way to 
obliterate the old customs of landholding. 

At last the British Government interfered, and, after a 
series of changes in policy, which it is not here necessary to 
allude to, the Rfijput states entered into treaties with 
the British power. These were all executed by the end of 
1818, in which year Ajmer became British territory, it 
being ceded by Sindhia the Mard;tha chiefs. The Merwara 
parganas were ceded at the same time, but were so un- 


^ ‘ So early as tlie enU of tlie 
twelfth century, the Muhammadans 
had discovered the great importance 
as a point d'appui, in the middle of 
the Rajput country, of Ajmer, a 
city lying at the foot of an almost 
impregnable hill fort, well watered 
for those arid tracts, in a situation 
at once strong, central, and most 
picturesque The fort was taken 
by the Afghan king Shahab-nd-d-in 
at the end of the twelfth century, 
.... Since then Ajmer has been 
lost and won several times ; its 
possession being the symbol of 
political predominance in Rajpu- 
tana ; for it is a ‘‘ Castle Dangerous ” 
which no government could hold 
in the midst of the clans without 

VOL. ir. Y 


powerful support and the prestige of 
military superiority. The Mughal 
emperor made it an impoiial resi- 
dence in the seventeenth centuiy ■ 
in the confusion of the eighteenth 
century, the Raiputs got it again 
for a while, but soon had to yield 
it to the Maratha chief Sindhia, 
then at the height of his fortunes. 
By him it was ceded, with the 
lands adjoining, to the British in 
1818, and thus for six centuries or 
more, with a few intervals, Ajmer 
has contained the garrison by which 
the masters of India have enforced 
their paramount jurisdiction over 
the unruly clans of Rajputana.' — 
(Sir A. LyalTs Asiaho Sludzes, chap. 
VIIL p. 186). 
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cmlized that they had still to be reduced to order by force, 
some few years afterwards. 

§ %, Merwdra. 

While still dealing with a general history of the country, 
and before going on to speak of the peculiarities of tenure 
in Ajmer, it will be proper to add that the tahsils forming 
the Merwara district, (which was united with Ajmer for 
administrative purposes), have had a different history, if 
history it can be called^ which does not, in fact, go back to 
a time long antecedent to our own occupation. 

Merwara is a long strip of hill country in the Aravalli 
range. The greater part of it had been uninhabited jungle 
for more than a century before the British occupation. The 
Mers, who occupied the more promising portions, were a 
mixed race of very uncertain origin, — Giijars, Minas, and 
irregularly-descended Kajputs, probably formed at least a 
portion of the stock They were recruited by outlaws 
and refugees from various places. Some of the Mers were 
Hindus (in a very irregular fashion) and some (called 
Merats) were Muhammadans (also to a very limited ex- 
tent) ; but the difference of faith did not separate the 
people, who continued to intermarry as before. The Mers 
lived by plunder, and having their habitations at the tops 
of inaccessible hills, they came down from these to lift 
cattle and arrange for forays into the neighbouring terri- 
tory. Some of them professed a kind of obedience to the 
neighbouring Thakurs of Udaipur and Jodhpur, but it was 
only nominal, in the form of an occasional present. Agri- 
culture was almost unknown. 

When the country was ceded to the British along with 
Ajmer, it was found that all efforts of the States of Jodhpur, 
Mdwar, &c., to keep order, failed, and the place was reduced 
by British arms. Once peace was established, chiefly by 
the aid of a local battalion recruited from the Mer tribes, 

^ Sketch of Mai7wara,\yyOo\oxLQl {Ancient Cfeography) notes that the 

Dixon, p. 7 , where some curious Minas were aborigines of Jaipur, 
traditions are given. Cunningham 
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the progress made under the paternal administration of 
Colonel Dixon was astonishing. He built the town of 
Nay^nagar (the present capital), introduced (so it may be 
truly said) the art of cultivation, establishing wells and 
terraced fields on the hill-sides ; he made tanks and irriga- 
tion works, and. encouraged settlers in all directions, by 
locating hamlets and showing the advantages of a settled 
life. The work, which was really wondeiful, is described 
in the Sketch of Mairwara (Merwara), published under the 
orders of Government in 1850. 

In a district in which the people were gradually won 
from being mere plunderers to settled life in agricultural 
villages, it was not to be supposed that any ancient forms 
of landholding existed; the villages were settlements of 
clansmen, or friends, and each owned his own fields without 
any other bond than that which a common habitation, and 
the necessity for co-operation and mutual support produce h 


§ 3. Peculiarity of the Rdjjout Organization, 

This very brief outline of the history of Ajrner-Merwara 


1 The Agent to the Governor- 
General thus described Colonel 
Dixon's work in 1841 : — ^Much was 
achieved for the peace and agricul- 
tural prosperity of Merwara by 
Colonel Hall, C.B., and the people 
have a lively sense of the benefits 
which they derived from his ad- 
ministration. The high degree of 
prosperity which it has now attained 
arises, however, from the system 
introduced by Captain Dixon He 
may be said to live among the 
people. He knows minutely the 
condition of each village and almost 
of its inhabitants individually, is 
ready to redress, not only every 
man's grievances, but to assist them 
to recover from any pecuniary or 
other difficulty in which they may 
be involved. It may be supposed 
that such a system could not be of 
very extensive application, but from 
what I have seen here ... I am 
satisfied that in unimproved coun- 
tries, if men of Captain Dixon's 
energies and disposition could be 


found, this system of management 
may bo of extensive application. 
Captain Dixon had no European 
assistants, but his native establish- 
ment was so admirably disciplined 
and controlled, that, whether in the 
construction of tanks, in the assess- 
ment ol the revenue, or the admin- 
istiation of ,]ustico among this 
simple and primitive people, these 
establishments conduct all matters 
to almost as happy an issue as he 
could do himsell . . The system 
puibued by Captain Dixon ... is 
simply to take fiom all cla&scs alike 
the money value of one- third share 
of the pioduce, to assi&t them to 
the utmost extent on the pait of 
Government to obtain water for 
iirigation, to assist them individu- 
ally with money or by a remission in 
the share ofproduco according to the 
work to be done, in the accomplish- 
ment of all objects acknowledgedly 
remunerative and useful .' — {Skuch 
of Me} icm a, 1850, p 72.) 
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is necessary to explain the general position of affairs, and 
how it is that Ajmer is important for our purposes. From 
Merwara we shall not expect to find any special features 
of landholding, for cultivation on terraced fields in the hill- 
sides was only taken to under the rule of Colonel Hall and 
Colonel Dixon. But Ajmer introduces us to one of the 
most ancient forms of landholding of which we have any 
historical evidence. 

I have remarked that there was no general settlement of 
RAjputs as a population filling the entire country. The 
chiefs with their armies of clansmen alone were Rajput. 
The hulk of the individual landowners are not Rajputs ^ ; 
there, consequently, had been no growth of village joint 
communities ; indeed, these were quite unknown in Ajmer till 
introduced by our own North-Western Settlement system. 

I once more briefly repeat the outline of the Edjput or- 
ganization of the country, as regards the ruling classes or 
chiefs, and as regards the tenures of the actual cultivators 
of the soil. 

The first thing that strikes us is that there is not one 
sole ruler, but a series of chiefs, who, by the exigencies of 
the case, are graded in a g^uasi-feudal order and render a 
certain obedience to the head chief, or Mah&aja, appearing 
in the field when required, with a force of footsoldiers or 
horse, as the case might be. Apart from this, the chiefs 
really regarded themselves as coparceners or sharers with 
their leader in the kingdom, and retained as much liberty 
as they could. The Maharajd was the head of the oldest or 
most powerful branch of the dominant clan ; the chiefs were 
the heads of the other branches, or of subordinate clans. 
The system of sharing or dividing the conquered territory 
into feudatory estates did not extend beyond the main or 
upper grades of the organization — the heads of the chief 
branches of the clan. We do not find any further shares 
or small allotments of land to leaders of troops and so forth, 
as we do in the more plebeian organization of the Sikh 

^ The Rajputs now rarely hold holders of istamrM estates. — (S. R , 
land, except as bhumiyas or as 1875, § 98.) 
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' misls ’ in the cis-Sutlej states of the Panjab. The Ajmer 
territory exhibits a division of the whole, first into the 
royal demesne or khalsa land — the estate of the Maharaja 
or leading chief — and then into a series of estates (taluqas) 
for the Thiikurs, Eaos, or other chiefs subordinate to him. 

In each of these estates the right of the chief was almost 
independent ; it was subject only to doing homage to the 
Maharaja, and paying a ‘ nazarana ^ or fee on succession, 
appearing with the proper military force ^ when called on, 
and rendering extraordinary money-aids when the neces- 
sities of common defence required it. There were also other 
feudal dues paid in some cases. The estate was liable to 
sequestration {zetbti) (if the luling prince was able to enforce 
it) as an extreme penalty. 

Inside the estates, the tenures of land must be described 
in separate paragraphs: we have some cases of grant of 
Jands in jagir, some special tenures, and then the ordinary 
customary landholding of the villagers. But fii*st a few 
words must be said regarding the revenue. 


§ 4. Land-Revenue, 

The K^ja in his estate, and the chiefs in theirs, took a 
share in the grain, and some other cesses and local taxes 
also, from the landholders. As between the chief and their 
suzerain no land-revenue was paid^; a fee or 'nazarana’ 
was paid on succession, and aid was given as required. 


^ Wliicli is abcei tamed and laid 
down for each ohtaco according to 
custom. — (See R((jpiLtana Ga::dket, 
vol i p. 59-) 

^ It is very natural that the ilaj- 
put organization should not conlem- 
plate a gmoal land-^ieicnuo iahen /ro»i 
the whole covuh'ij The ruling chief 
took the pioeeeds ot the revenue or 
grain-share of his own (khalsa) 
domain only. The other ch lefs paid 
him no land-revenue, but only what 
is mentioned in the text. It is as- 
tonisliing that this, fact should so 
often be foi gotten. In South India, 
for instance, it was long contended 


that the Malabar ‘ landlords ' (ex- 
ceptionally) had paid no land-r(- 
venue, whoieas, 111 lact, Malabai 
had an oiganization which was 
closely analogous to the Rajput 
Tlie ifayar chiettains, who appor- 
tioned the land, i>aLd no revenue, 
because the king had kis o'wio sepa. aie 
dontain It ^vas only after the My- 
sore conquest that a gene) id land- 
revenue was exacted. But in this 
respect Malabai was no oxceptional 
case, but exactly like other countries 
all over India The Mughal em- 
perors wore the gioat general 
revenue-takers. 
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But -wlieu tlie Marathas establislied their power, they made 
every chief pay a tribute called ^ tankha ’ (or ‘ mamla/ or 
' ain’ iu Ajmer ^)5 and this afterwards was paid by custom 
to the sovereign power, whoever might hold it. 

^ Tankha is tlie Marathi form: ^ain' is a form of the Arabic ’ain, 
it indicates a fixed assigned sum ; which has a similar meaning. 



CHAPTER II. 


TENURE OE LAND. 

§ I. In the Khdlsa. 

As regards the tenure of land within the Maharaja’s or 
a chiefs estate, the ordinary form of landholding was very 
simple: every one who wished to cultivate land per- 
manently, must do so with the aid of a well, a ‘ talao ’ or 
tank, an embankment, or some work of irrigation ; for the 
rainfall is too limited and uncertain to render permanent 
cultivation otherwise possible. Any one who chose, could 
apply to the Kdja’s or chiefs officials, and get permission to 
make the work, and he acquired a permanent right (bis- 
wadari) to the tank and the land which was watered by it 
Other cultivation being only temporary, and rendered pos- 
sible by a favourable season as regards rai'nfall, no one 
acquired any right in the land ; it was cultivated by per- 
mission for the time being, and then lapsed into the general 
estate of which it was part. 

It was natural that landholders should settle together, 
and so form villages that had each a separate local name ; 
but no biswadar had any claim to anything beyond his 
own holding. No one was responsible for his neigh- 
bour’s revenue-payment, nor did the body of landholders 

^ And this custom has survived a well, constructing an embank- 
to the present day in Ajmer. ment (to retain the rain-water^, 
Though the village lands have leen planting, drain, or otherwise," may 
made communal, any member of become * the owner of such land." — 
the village may, by a consent of the (Regulation [under 33 Viet., chap, 
majority, take possession of a bit of III] II of 1877, § 7.) 
the common land, and * by sinking 
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that happened to live together, and "who submitted to a 
common headman, (-who looked after the chiefs grain- 
collections), ever dream of claiming any 'common' land, or 
any right to an area of waste within certain boundaries. 
Th.^joi%t-villageyTm the creation of the British Government, 
under the influence of the North-Western Provinces system 
of Settlement. The original tenure, it will be observed, 
is just what was found in the Eajput States in Oudh, and 
what was evidently the general one when ManvJs Insti- 
tutes were written. 


§ 2. Jdgir Grants. 

In the khdlsa lands charitable grants were made, and in 
the chiefs' estates also. These are always found in oriental 
countries in favour of religious institutions, or of persons 
reputed for sanctity and learning. In Ajmer they are 
called 'jagir.' And the term has not here the meaning 
which it elsewhere bears ; for military service was part of the 
regular system of the country, consequently grants would 
not be made on a condition that was the normal one ; and 
'jagfr' simply meant a royal or princely grant in full pro- 
prietary right, with a total remission of revenue, or a 
reduced revenue demand only. 

When a jdgir was given, the grantee became entitled 
to all the unoccupied land in the grant, and to such as he 
had himself provided the means of irrigation for; but 
lands already in the occupation of persons who had made 
wells, tanks, or embankments, continued to be held by 
them, and their biswadari right was not destroyed by the 
grant though the holder had to pay his revenue-dues to 
the assignee. 

In jagir estates, the grantee collected the grain-share 
by estimate of the crop, and fixing the weight which each 
payer had to give. Money assessment was, and still is, 
unknown^. 

When the district came under British rule, the true 


Aj'iMT Qazetiemrj p, 23. 


^ S R, 1875, § 87. 
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position of the jagir estates was not at first understood, 
and in 1874 a committee reported on the whole subject. 
The status of the jd^girdar, in relation to the land-occupiers, 
was formally declared in a Settlement proceeding on i3tli 
August, 187!^. 

Out of a total of 1 50,838 acres, with a revenue of 
R. 91,000, 65,472 acres, with a revenue of R. 43,000, are 
held in jagir by shrines and religious institutions^. 


§ 3. BJi'&m Estates, 

Another ancient tenure recognized in Rajputana was the 
‘bhfim^.’ It consisted in an absolute estate in a given 
area of land, which might be coupled with the condition of 
maintaining good order, being answerable for crime, and so 
forth. 

It seems most probable that the bhurn holding really 
represented the last remnant of the former estate of a 
Rajput chief whose family had been displaced in the 
continual struggle for supremacy that was going on among 
the different clans of the same (Rdjput) origin. The family 
retained, or were allowed, out of consideration, by the 
newer chiefs who gained the upper hand, to retain, a 
certain ‘bhiirn’ holding; and this, being of ancient date 
and hereditary, was looked upon with great respect. It 
was an ‘ allodial ’ holding — that is, free from feudal obliga- 
tions. From time to time also, bhiimiya holdings were 
created by grant. Such an estate was given, for example, 
as ^ mundkati,' or compensation for bloodshed, to heal a 
feud, or as a reward for service in keeping watch and 
ward, &c.^. Some owed their origin to grants to younger 
sons and brothers of chiefs. 

These holdings still survive as revenue-free holdings not 
resumable by the State. Up till 1841 they paid a quit- 

^ Gazetteer, p. 23, keep watch against Mor incursion h 

2 From blium, ‘ the soil.' (H). Bhum holdings in all, covei an area 
® Compare the Manvat UH of of 21,800 acies, ot which 14,800 are 
Oudh (p. 241 ante''. Colonel Dixou in khaha villages, 5900 in jagii 
also repeatedly speaks of bhum villages, and tooo in istiinraii 
holdings as granted with a view’ to (chiefs’) estates. 
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rent. They are inalienable by the propiietor. They 
descend, however, not only in the male line to lineal 
descendants, but without restriction. Even great chiefs 
like to hold bhiim estates ; one Mahai 4 ja and several 
considerable Thdkurs are ‘bhumiyas,’ or holders of bhiim 
lands in Ajmer. 

The bhumiyas were bound to give aid in repressing 
dacoities and other crimes in their village, and to protect 
travellers. For some time they were held responsible to 
make restitution to persons who suffered from a robbery 
within their limits^. 

There are still 109 bhiim holdings in Ajmer, but 16 are 
held by chiefs who also hold 4 stimrari’ estates. These 
are, consequently, in the hands of a single owner. The 
others are shared like other property, and there are now 
2041 shares in bhiim holdings. 

^ Ajmer Gazetteer, p. 25. This would be quite unable to make 
last arose out of the custom in R4i- such compensation, in case of 

putana that the Raj should compen- a large loss, and the custom is con- 
sate travellers It is obvious, how- sequently dying out. 
ever, that many * bhum ’ estates 



CHAPTER III. 

THE BRITISH LAND SYSTEM, 

§ I. Results of the Change. 

It will now be interesting to explain how the settlement 
of the country under British rule has developed or changed 
the customs thus described. The first thing that strikes us 
is, that we have now two parallel revenue-systems as it 
were — one applying to the khdlsa land (that which is now 
managed by the British Government), the other being a 
system for the management of the chiefs’ estates, which 
has quite a different form. 

The khd^lsa estate, comprising about one-third of Ajmer, 
became the propeidy of the British Government, and was 
therefore subject to British law, and has been settled on 
the North-Western system ; proprietary rights, which never 
existed before, have been conferred on the groups of village- 
landholders, thus converting them into joint- villages, at 
least in tlieory. The same procedure could not, however, 
have been equitably followed in the chiefs’ estates. These 
had therefore to be separately dealt with. The chiefs’ 
rights were recognized by ^ sanad ’ grants, and no interfer- 
ence with their internal affairs has been contemplated, nor 
has any Settlement been made for the villages. Our 
Government has not, in fact, interfered to define the right 
of any one, except the ' Taluqddr ’ or estate-holder himself. 
It will thus be understood that under our rule — 

(i) The Maharaja’s ‘ khalsa ’ or demesne has become 
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the general revenue-paying land under British 
law; 

(2) the chiefs’ estates have become taluqas, or 'istim- 
rari’ estates, paying a fixed tribute. The great 
estate-holders were called Taluqdars ; inside them 
no Settlement takes place, and the Government 
interferes as little as possible. 

I shall first describe how matters developed in the 
Government land. 

§ Early Management of the Ehdlsa Lands. 

At first the British officers managed the kh^lsa domain 
exactly on the lines of the original custom. The early 
administrators were, in fact, the stewards of a great estate. 
They built tanks and made embankments ; they founded 
hamlets and gave out leases to occupy and improve the 
lands. Ajmer was, in fact, managed much in the same 
way as Merwara. In 1849, however, a Settlement of the 
land-revenue on the North-Western system was ordered. A 
sketch of the history of the Settlements will be given 
further on: here it is only necessary to repeat that 
the contiguous groups of biswaddrs were recognized as 
joint-owners of the whole area included in the several 
villages ; and that the waste, hitherto at the disposal of 
the State, was allotted out and divided among them. The 
hamlets founded by Colonel Dixon were also made into 
villages, the neighbouring waste being given up to them. 
Thus a very important change was efiected. The group of 
cultivators, some of whom possessed the biswadari right, 
others of whom were mere temporary lessees, now became 
a ‘proprietary body’; they were styled in official revenue 
language ‘ bhaiachar^ ’ villages ; the waste within the area 
of each became the ‘ shamilat,’ or common property of the 
village body. 

This course was afterwards much regretted^. As soon 

^ As a matter of general principle, rights should be readily given away, 
it is always undesirable that State instead of keeping them carefully 
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as forest science was sufficiently appreciated to enable 
people to recognize that the clothing of Ajmer hills with 
tree vegetation was essential to the welfare of the country, 
to the supply of water in its tanks, to regulate both the 
surface and the subsoil drainage, and not improbably to 
affect the humidity of the atmosphere, it was desired to 
form forest estates to be placed under proper management. 
But by that time the work of 1850 had borne its fruits. 
The waste land, once the undoubted property of the State 
and available to form forests which, under State manage- 
ment, might have been the wealth of the country, had, in 
deference to a system, been given away; and it was 
necessary, therefore, in 1874, to make a Eegulation under 
the 33 Vic., cap. 3, for forming forest estates, recovering 
for that purpose the available waste, and allowing rights 
in it as compensation for the process of re-annexation^. 

Fortunately this plan of constituting State forests has 
answered well. The benefits are so great that the people 
may be said to be content, and not only appreciate them, 
but are even beginning to extend conservancy to other 
waste lands of their own accord. It is certain that it is 
only by such a step as that taken in 1874 that the water- 
supply in the tanks can be preserved, and, above all, that 
supplies of fodder against times of famine can be secured. 


§ 3. The present Tenures. 

The Land -Ee venue Eegulation^ now orders the rights 
which exist under the village system. The old biswadars 
have become proprietors, so that, if a settler desires to 
come in and clear the waste, he has to obtain the per- 


to be utilized as occasion, requires. 
I have no doubt that the existence 
of many rights of user (or what we 
must practically admit as such) in 
the waste, had its influence in com- 
mending to the authorities the idea 
of partitioning the waste. It is 
often unfortunately overlooked that 
a most extensive user of the land by 
one set of people does not necessarily 
imply that those people had, or ought 


to have a tetm g right in the soil. 
This I have explained fully in my 
Manual of Forest Jmis2)iutUnce. 

^ The terms under which Govern- 
ment can now take up what has 
become village land for forest pur- 
poses may bo seen in section 6 of 
Ajmer Forest Begulation VI of 1874 

2 See Regulation II of section 
7, &c. 
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mission of the village-body, who are the owners of the 
waste as their common land. 

Partition of the common land is also allowed as of any 
other jointly-held lands: a minimum is, however, fixed, 
below which division is not allowed to go. Some special 
arrangements connected with the levy of the revenue had 
modified the joint-liability of the North-Western system; 
and care has been taken to mould the Settlement arrange- 
ments as much as possible to suit the actual condition of 
the villages. 


§ 4. State Rights reserved^ 

Under the new system, moreover, the State reserves to 
itself some considerable rights. Besides its usual right of 
revenue, it remains proprietor of tanks it has constructed, 
and owns the land (available in the bed of the tank at 
certain seasons for cultivation), and the land on the slopes 
of embankments. It reserves also all mineral rights, and 
may quarry for stone, gravel, &c. 


§ 5. Other Land-Tenures in the Khdlsa. 

The biswdddri right has thus considerably altered from 
what it originally was. The ' j%ir ’ tenure and the bhtim 
tenure retain their ancient features, as already described, 
of 1877, Bhum holdings are dealt with in the Regulation ; sanads 
* are granted for them, and the sa^ad-holder and his suc- 
cessors in interest are alone the proprietors. A rule of 
succession is also laid down. There can be, as I said, no 
alienation of a bhiim estate, except in favour of a person 
who is a co-sharer holding under the same sanad. 

No jigiT is recognized which has not been granted, con- 
see. 37, firmed, or recognized by a sanad issued by proper authority. 
In this sanad conditions may be entered making the rules 
contained in the Land and Revenue Regulation, regarding 
alienation, succession, or maintenance, or any other special 
rules on these subjects that shall be in force as regards the 
estate, binding ; and the jagirdar must accept these rules or 
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resign the estate. There are some bhiim holdings inside 
jagir estates. 


§ 6. Teminta in Khaim Villages, 

Under the original system of landholding implied by the 
biswadari right, there was but little room for the growth of 
subordinate tenures. ‘A non-proprietary cultivating class/ 
says Mr. LaTouche, ‘ hardly exists in either district.’ 
Where tenants exist, they generally pay the same rates of 
produce as the proprietors themselves paid before the 
regular Settlement^. 

But though there may be but little opportunity for the 
growth pf tenant-right, there are cases in which a right has 
to be provided for, which cannot now be conveniently 
described otherwise than as an occupancy-right. 

In the days of rapine, raid, and internal war, which 
make up the history of the Eajput State, it was inevitable 
that land should have changed hands ; one tribe got the 
upper hand and had little hesitation in displacing others : 
not only so, but the repeated occurrence of famine has 
caused the landholders to get into debt. Hence it may 
often have happened that an old biswadar was turned out 
of his land, or was obliged to give it up owing to poverty^ 
inability to pay the revenue, and so forth, but still managed 
to retain at least part of it as the ‘ tenant ’ of the super- 
vening owner. It is now impossible that the effects of 
ancient wrong-doing can be reversed ; so the ' tenant ’ 
remains, but is privileged, and the Eegulation specially 
protects him as an ‘ ex-proprietary tenant.’ Such a tenant 
is allowed a permanent tenure, at a rent which is to he 
five annas-four pie per rupee less than the prevailing rate 
paid by tenants-at-will for lands with similar advantages 
in the neighbourhood. No agreement to pay higher rent 
is valid. 

There may be other ' occupancy-tenants ^ as they are 


Ecg. II 
of 1877, 
sec 41 Ac. 


^ 8 . R., 1875, section 96. position, in building the tank and 

2 For example, they may have cultivating the soil that gave origin 
taken part, though in an inferior to the owner's or biswadar’s right. 
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mentioned in the Kegnlation. This is a wise provision. 
It virtually allows full latitude to actual facts. Any one 
can claim an ' occupancy-right/ and prove it by the custom 
of the village, by special agreement, and so forth. The 
Eegulation admits the possibility of such a right without 
defining it, and merely attaches certain legal protective 
provisions to such a right when proved to exist. 

The main security such tenants have is, that besides 
the right of occupancy (which cannot be defeated, except 
pursuant to a decree of Court given on specific grounds or 
on failure to satisfy a decree for rent), the rent is always 
fixed, or may he fixed on application, at Settlement, or 
subsequently by the revenue-ofiicers. 

It is unnecessary for me to describe the simple provisions 
of the Eegulation regarding the division of crops between 
landlord and tenant, the practice for ejecting tenants when 
they are lawfully to be ejected^, and regarding the relin- 
quishment of holdings by the tenant. The Eegulation 
itself may be consulted. 

§ 7. Modern state of Rights in Taluqas or Chiefs'" 
Estates. 

Side by side with the khalsa villages, which we have 
just been considering, are the chiefs’ estates, in which no 
such Settlement system has been applied. The estate itself 
and the right to it has been defined, but its internal affairs 
are not interfered with. The chiefs’ estates, called taluqas 
(the chiefs being Taluqdars), are secured to them by law. 

The more important of the chiefs’ estates or taluqas have 
been conferred in absolute proprietary right by virtue of 
sanads called ‘istimrdri’ grants. Hence the important 
taluqa estates are held as ‘ istimrari estates,’ and there are 
a number of larger j%ir grants which are practically on the 
same footing. 

The istimrari estates only pay revenue to Government 
in the form of a permanent and unenhanceable tribute. 

1 An 'Gx-proprietary^ tenant can- without the sanction of the Com- 
not be ejected even on a decree, missioner. 
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Till 1755 they had paid no revenue, hut then the ifarathas 
imposed a tribute, and various other cesses also. The 
British Government abolished the cesses, but at first 
asserted a right to re-assess the tribute. This right was, 
however, formally waived in June 1873. 

The istimrari estates of Ajmer lie in the south (except 
the detached portions in Pisangan and Karal on the north- 
west). The tracts called Kharwd,, Masuda, Bhinai, and 
nearly the whole of the outlying portion (beyond Kishn- 
garh), except Kekri, are istimrari. The land-revenue 
under the 1874 Settlement was — 

R. 

Khalsa ... .... 2,61,557 

Istimrari 1,26 016 

3,87,573 


This shows the relative proportions from a revenue-point 
of view. 

The istimrari tenure is also associated with certain 
special rules legalized by the Land-Eevenue Eegulation of 
1877. The estate is inalienable by any permanent zo-^o 
transfer: a mortgage beyond the life of the mortgagee is 
also invalid. 

Succession is now by primogeniture only ; hence there is 
no division of these estates — a fact which has a very 
important influence. The 'istimrardar’ enjoys also some 
special immunities and protection regarding criminal pro- 
ceedings and as regards money decrees of the civil court. 

Nazarana is paid according to old custom, to the Govern- 
ment, on the occasion of a succession. 

The istimrM estates are now some sixty-six in number, 
whereas the original fiefs were only eleven. But this wdll 
illustrate the importance of the principle of succession by 
primogeniture. I have in a previous chapter had occasion 
to remark, in speaking of the old Hindu Eaj, how in some 
families the principle of indivisibility was preserved^ while 
in others the whole was subdivided till nothing but small 
estates, which practically formed petty ' zamindaris ’ or 

VOL. II. z 
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Haluqs/ or even single ^zamindM’ and ^ pattidan' vil- 
lages held by a number of co-sharers, remained. In Ajmer, 
it seems, the principle of indivisibility — that is, succession 
to the eldest heir alone — ^was not at first recognized. In 
former times the estate was divided among the succeeding 
sons and heirs, according to Hindu law, though the ‘ patwi,^ 
or heir to the dignity of the chiefs seat, got a double share ^ 
in recognition of his position as chief. Then, in course of 
time, the eldest came to take the estate at large, and the 
other brothers got a village or two each, on what was 
called a ' gras ’ tenure 

It is thus the result of the former divisibility of estates 
that the eleven original fiefs broke up into the present 
number ; at least, that is the chief cause, for, in the course 
of the stormy history of Eajput estates, a powerful branch 
of a family may have succeeded in effecting a separation 
of a portion of the estate for his own benefit, without any 
general principle of divisibility being recognized. 

In short, the existing number and size of the estates or 
taluqas has resulted from the dismemberment of larger 
estates ; and, in some cases, where division of the estates 
has been effected, the branch estate has remained separate, 
but subordinate to the larger one Had the principle of 
division gone on, the estates would in time have become com- 


“ ^ See Ajmer Gazetteer, p 22. It is 
interesting to notice that jnst the 
same thing may be observed in the 
estates of the Sikh j^girdars and 
chiefs of the cis-Sutlej States in the 
Panj^b, If there are four sons, the 
estate will be divided into five lots, 
of which two go to the eldest, 

^ ^ Gras " means literally ' a 
mouthful/ and implies that the 
grantee gets a portion of the pro- 
duce of the villages to which the 
grant extends, for his maintenance. 

® The Commissioner, the late 
Mr. Leslie Saunders, wrote to me as 
follows : — 

^The lesser istimrardto are 
banded together in groups accord- 
ding to their descent, under the 
present chief representative of the 
original stock from which they have 


sprung : such holders of divisions of 
estates are sometimes called sub- 
taluqdars. Tbe lesser istimrardar 
is nevertheless full proprietor of his 
estate, only he pays his revenue or 
tribute, not direct to Government, 
but through the chief, with whom 
he is lineally connected. He sits 
behind the chief in darhdr (court or 
ceremonial reception), and is bound 
to observe the ceremonial acknow- 
ledgments of social supremacy 
customary in native courts This 
IS, however, sometimes evaded. 
On failure of an heir, the estate of 
an inferior istimrardar would or- 
dinarily revert to the head of the 
line ; and in two instances estates 
unable to pay their revenue have 
been made over permanently to the 
head of their clan.’ 



PT. 11. CH. III.] BRITISH LAND SYSTEM. 


339 


pletely broken up into mere village-estates, just as we saw- 
in the curious case of the Tilok Chandi Bais in E^i Bareli 
(Oudh). The rule of indivisibility having gained ground 
by custom, it is no-w fixed by law. Younger sons nov/ 
only get a cash maintenance, or a life-grant of villages 
for their support. 

The istimrari estate-holders (as well as some of the larger 
j%ird&s) became, in the course of time, heavily in- 
debted; and in 187:^ a Kegulation was passed for then- 
relief. Government advanced some seven lakhs of rupees, 
which was the aggregate amount of the debts, and these 
were paid off or compromised under the Eegulation. The 
advance, with interest, is being gradually paid back to 
Government 

The present position of the chiefs estate is, therefore, a 
somewhat modified one, as compared with what it for- 
merly was. In old days, it was held conditionally on 
military service; it was liable to sequestration for mis- 
conduct, at least in theory. In the first days, it paid no 
revenue ; but afterwards, not only was a revenue levied, 
but the revenue was not fixed, and was liable to enhance- 
ment, at least virtually so, in the form of cesses and forced 
aids. 

Our Government has conceded a fixed revenue, granted 
a permanent estate, rendered the estate indivisible and 
inalienable by permanent transfer, and has enforced no 
condition of military service. 

§ 8. Subordinate Tenures in Istimrdri Edates, 

There may be bhfimiya holdings and grants-in-jaglr 
inside the chiefs (istimrari) estate, just as there are on 
Government lands, but they are few in number As regards 

^ The Ajmer Taluqddrs Eegulaiim, Rajput organization, but to imperial 
1872, contains a list of 89 ‘taluq- or other grant, aie allowed piacti- 
dto,’ some of whom are ^sub-taluq- cally to he on the same footing, 
dars* and istimrardars ; also of ® The bhumiya holdings in istim- 
sixteen greater j%irdars (some of r^ri estates only amount to about 
them Muhammadans), who, though 1000 acres, 
they did not owe their estate to the 
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subordinate tenures, I have already remarked that Govern- 
ment has not introduced any Settlement into the istimrari 
estates. Having fixed the extent and declared the nature 
of the tenure, no internal interference in the way of sub- 
Settlements has been contemplated. Government was 
opposed to the policy of making records or requiring sub- 
Settlements for the protection of the village landholders, 
and in this respect the istimrari villages are entirely differ- 
ently situated from those in khalsa lands. 

In the early days of British rule, Mr. Cavendish (iS^g) 
made a formal inquiry, and the istimrardars admitted that 
the permanent improver of land had a right, which was 
virtually the same as the biswadari right recognized in the 
khdlsa 

Consequently, though the chief is legally the sole owner, 
and the people are his tenants, those who would have been 
‘ bisw^d^rs in the khalsa, have a practically indefeasible 
right. As a matter of fact, disputes between a chief and 
his tenants rarely or never come before the authorities. 

Sec 21 . The Land-Eevenue Regulation, giving effect to the full 
proprietary right in ‘istimrari’ estates, provides that all 
tenants on such estates shall be presumed to be tenants-at- 
will until the contrary be proved. 

§ 9, Reflections on Changes in Tenures. 

It is worth while to reflect a moment how inevitably 
changes of time and circumstance modify land-tenures, 
without any conscious act on the part of the authorities, 
still less with any direct desire to modify or ^improve’ 
them. 

When the British State succeeds to the old conqueror- 
Eaja, the ^khalsa' land ceases to be regarded property 
of the sovereign ; the actual land-cultivators are probably 
recognized as the soil-owners. They mostly cultivate their 
own land, and at present in Ajmer we hear very little of 
' tenants ’ or tenant-right. 


^ S R , 1875, 85, 86 



PT. II. CH. III.] BEITISH LAND SYSTEM. 


341 


In the old chiefs’ estates, the cultivators retain more of 
their ancient, undefined status. We call them ‘ tenants ’ of 
the chief, for want of a better name, though they have 
exactly the same origin and position as those on whom we 
have conferred a modern proprietary status in Ajmer. No 
law defines their condition; but the strong bond of custom, 
which silently constrains the chief as well as his subor- 
dinates, gives them a certain safety of position, which it 
would be diflGicult to reduce under any definition. 

In Eajput states where there is tolerably constant cul- 
tivation, the chief still receives his share of the produce in 
kind. He acknowledges the custom which gives a man a 
permanent, heritable interest in any soil he has ‘improved’ 
by providing a well or a ‘ nari ’ or an embankment to 
retain water. But the ‘ tenant ’ has never had by custom 
any ‘right’ to transfer his holding, or even mortgage it. 
There are also parts where cultivation is so precarious that 
the tenant pays only a cei'tain low cash-rate pe7' family, and 
cultivates when and what he likes, so that his location is a 
shifting one, and there is no opportunity for him to acquire 
what we should call an occupancy-right on any particular 
field. 

Out of these facts the reader may weave any theory ol 
status for the cultivator (under the chief) which he pleases ; 
it is only when such a state of things exists under direct 
government of English authorities, that we are obliged to 
try and translate the facts into the language of Acts and 
Eegulations ; and then — insensibly and gradually per- 
haps — they assume the features and the incidents of 
Western institutions. That is why the Ajmer cultivator 
is a member of a ‘ proprietary community,’ and his brother 
in the next-door Eajput state is a ‘tenant,’ or whatever 
else we may please to call him. 



CHAPTEE IV. 


THE AHMINISTBATIVE AND LAND-EEVENUE SYSTEM. 

Section I — Eaely Measubes. 

§ I. The First Settlements, 

The territory of Ajmer has remained as ceded in i8i8, 
with the exception of five villages given over by Sindhia in 
1860^. Mr. Wilder was the first Superintendent. During 
their short-lived supremacy, the Marathas established an 
arbitrary system of taxation ; but, shortly before cession, 
a land-revenue had been fixed, which was, however, ex- 
clusive of the cesses ; and the chief's estates were made to 
pay a tribute. Sindhia farmed the villages for the amount 
of the ‘ am,’ or fixed revenue, but extra cesses were levied 
under forty-four difierent heads 

This system was, of course, abolished by the Superin- 
tendentj who returned to the earlier system of estimating 
in cash the value of one-half the grain-produce of the 
village. The assessment, however, broke down, owing to 
famine and failure of crops ; and, after that, a short Settle- 
ment was made under Mr. Middleton. 

In 18^7, Mr. Cavendish succeeded to the district, and 
revised the Settlement. This oificer was much more de- 
sirous of moderation in the revenue-assessment ; and he 

^ G(mUeer,^. 75. sister; his daughter and ‘pir/ or 

^ One such cess was the perquisite spiritual adviser, also received 
of Sindhians wives ; another called each a certain cess (G-azetteer, p 75). 

‘ Bheit b^i Sahiba/ went to his 
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seems also to have conceived the idea that the groups of 
biswaddrs^ with their patel, or headman, formed ‘ communi- 
ties ’ who might be regarded as owners of the area within 
the village limits 

In 1835-36, Mr. Edmonstone proceeded to make a 
Settlement for ten years, still spoken of as the ^ decennial 
Settlement,’ and reported on the 30th May, 1836. This 
report did not endorse the idea of the village being pro- 
prietary. The tenure was compared to that described by 
Sir T. Munro (Governor of Madras) in Arcot. The holdings 
were separate, though cattle of the village grazed in coiinnon 
over all unenclosed lands, when the crops were off‘ the 
ground. None of the Settlements proved successful, be- 
cause, in such a climate, where rainfall is local and 
precarious, no fixed assessment, however moderate, could 
be regularly paid all seasons alike, as is the Tdieory, under 
an ordinary Settlement. 

§ %, Revenue System adopted in Mencdru. 

About this time the administration of Merwara had 
succeeded well, and Major Dixon, who, in fact, created it 
(as already explained), was appointed to the charge of Ajmer 
also, in 184:2^. This is therefore a convenient opportunity 
to explain the simple revenue-system which was adopted 
for the newly-founded villages in Merwara, and which 
proved to be very useful in Ajmer, when more formal 
Settlements broke down, from famines and other causes. 

The system was in reality that which the Eajput Rajas 
worked, only that the grain-share was converted into 
money. 

This is Colonel Dixon’s description of the revenue- 
system : — 

^One-third of the produce of the land is taken as the 
Government rent (revenue) from all classes, except the patels, 
who pay one-fourth by appraisement (of crops) called '' kankiit.” 
On the crops ripening they are appraised by one of the pesh- 
kars (subordinates of the tahsil), attended by the patel and the 

^ S. R, by J. D. La Touche, C S , 1875. § 77, &< 

t VOL. n. 
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patwarl of the village. It is then decided that the quantity of 
grain in the fields averages so many maunds (Solbs.) per 
blgha \ The business is conducted with much fairness ; should 
the cultivator consider the assessment too heavy, he appeals to 
the Superintendent . . . should he still remain unsatisfied, a 
few biswas of the standing crop are cut and the grain separated 
from the chaff and weighed. ... The particulars of the field, 
its measurement, and assumed produce, are entered in the 
^^khasra” or field-book, to be again referred to on the ‘^jania- 
bandi” (revenue-payment schedule) of the village being made.’ 
[Grain, pulse, and millet crops are appraised in this way j cotton, 
vegetables, opium, &c., are ^ 0al)ti/ i. e. pay a fixed money rate 
per blgha, which varies from E. 2-8 to E. 3-4*] ^On the con- 
clusion of the appraisement, “nirkh” or prices current are 
taken from all the neighbouring towns, when an average price is 
struck. This is settled by the elders of the pargana collected 
at the tahsiL’ — {SJcetch, p. 13^.) 

The prices settled, a revenue-roll is made out for each 
village on the basis of a valuation of the grain-shares from 
the fields noted in the field-book. This roll shows the total 
of the village and the quota of each cultivator. The money 
is paid through the patwari to the local treasury. ‘No 
demur or delay takes place in its payment.’ 

‘The system of “kankut,” if carried out with perfect fidelity, 
... is perhaps the most equitable mode of assessment that could 
be adopted, particularly in a tract of country like Merwara, where 
the seasons are so unequal and the produce so variable in 
quantity. During the progress of “kankiit” a vigilant super- 
vision is indispensably called for by the tahsild^r, to see that 
Government interests are not neglected nor extortion practised 
on the cultivator. . . . Eemission is always accorded where 
reasonable grounds . . . exist. It is always to be borne in 
mind that, until conquered by us, the Mers paid no revenue. 

, . . During the last two years we have been preparing them 
for a fixed Settlement, by assigning a fixed rate per blgha for 
maM (Indian corn), wheat, and barley. During the present 
year a further advance has been made, by farming out each 
village to its own cultivators. This was effected when the 

^ The Merwiira local Mgh^ is 1764 square yards, that of Ajmer 1936 
square yards. 
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I^arif (autumn) crop was verging on maturity, and when the 
prospects of the spring crop, so far as referred to the extent of 
CLiltivation were apparent.’ 

[Wheat and barley for the spring harvest are sown in 
autumn ] 


§ 3. Colonel Dixon's Sydern in Ajmer. 

When the ten-year Settlement of Ajmer expired, it was 
felt that a more elastic system was desirable ; and, in fact, 
Colonel (then Major) Dixon proceeded to manage Ajmer as 
he had managed Merwara. He made no formal fresh 
Settlement, but held the whole district ‘kham/ as the 
revenue phrase is. Within six years, more than four and 
a half lakhs of rupees were wisely spent in tanks and 
embankments, and a much lower rate of collection was 
established; the assessment was reduced to Hvo-fifths of 
the produce, and the 'za-bti,’ or cash-rates, levied on certain 
of the more valuable crops, were lowered. 

Mr. Thomason, when Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
Western Provinces, visited Ajmer in 1846 ; and, though he 
could not but admire the work of Major Dixon, he felt that 
such an administration 'was solely dependent on the skill 
and energy of one man ; some system that could be worked 
by any ordinary officer was necessary. As Mr. Thomason 
was naturally in favour of the Noith- Western system, he 
concluded that the plan of village assessments was the 
only one that would ans^ver as a pei'manent arrange- 
ment. 

A Settlement was accordingly carried out in 1849-50 on 
the ‘ mauzawar ’ plan. It has been said that the Settlement 
was mauzawar only in name b This may be true as regards 
the collections which were levied on the individual hold- 
ings, since it was not practically possible, in a country so 
liable to famine or failure of crops, really to make the whole 
village responsible for failure of some of its cultivators. 
But what is at least equally important, and what made the 


^ Od veil vet p. 86. 
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Settlement essentially ^ mauzawAr/ was that, under orders 
received, Colonel Dixon divided out the land among the 
villages, giving the adjacent waste to each, and thus erected 
the old independent biswadars and their patel into a pro- 
prietary body, who became the joint owners of the entire 
area^ waste and cultivated^ in the village. The village 
boundaries on this plan were demarcated in 1849 h 


§ 4. Present Form of Administration. 

With Colonel Dixon’s death ended an important era in 
Ajmer revenue-history. In 1858, the district of Ajmer was 
united with the Merwara parganas under one ^Deputy 
Commissioner/ who was subordinate to the ^ Agent to the 
Governor- General and Commissioner’ (for Eajputana). 
This lasted till 1871^ when a separate Commissioner was 
appointed, and the Agent to the Governor-General for 
EAjputan^ became ex officio Chief Commissioner. Under 
the Commissioner, there is now an Assistant Commissioner 
for Ajmer (with the powers of a Collector and Magistrate), 
and another for MerwAra, stationed at Beawar. Ajmer 
forms a single tahsll ; but at an outpost at Kekri is a resi- 
dent Deputy-Magistrate, who takes charge of certain out- 
lying estates. In MerwAra, there were two tahsils, Todgarh 
and Beawar ; the former it is proposed to abolish, leaving 
only a deputy or naib tahsildar. 

The province is organized generally as a ‘ non-regulation ’ 
province, or^ to use the more modern and intelligible phrase, 
it is a Scheduled District under Act XIV of 1874^. Its 
laws will be found collected in the Ajmer Code issued by 
the Legislative Department of the Government of India. 


* S. E., 1875, §§ 80, 81. The 
villages were now called bhaiachM. 
As usual with these official changes, 
the people did not appreciate them. 
‘ Even now,* says Mr. La Touche, 
Hhe change is hardly understood 
and is not appreciated by the people. 
Daily petitions were filed by men 
anxious to improve the waste land 


of a village, praying that Govern- 
ment will grant them leases in its 
capacity of landlord.* Of course 
such petitions have to be referred 
to the ‘village proprietors’ who 
now own the waste. 

^ Gazette of Ind'ia, 20th October, 
1877, p, 605. 
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Section II. — Local Conditions oe Ajmer, AFEECTiNa 
ITS Settlement. 


§ I. The Climate, 


In order to make the revenue-system intelligiblej I must 
call the reader’s attention to some of the local and climatic 
features of the country. The Ajmer-JVIerwara territory lies 
along the watershed of the continent, — i. e. part of it is on the 
Ai*avalli hills, while the larger portion of Ajmer extends 
over the plains to the south-east. Thus it happens that the 
whole of Merwara is hilly, while only the north-west por- 
tion of Ajmer is so. Mr. Whiteway writes : — 


^ The country lies on the limits of the two monsoons, the one 
from the Bay of Bengal and the other from the south-west. 
As a rule it would appear that the earlier rainfall conies from 
the east, and the final downpour from the south-west. There 
can be no doubt that the two monsoons meet somewhere in 
the district.’ 


A ten years’ average of five stations showed the rain- 
fall 


Ajmer . 
Beawar . 


Inches. 

22-8 Jawaja . 
19.5 Todgaili 


Inches. ' Iriche-. 

176 I Deivair . . 24 2 

22.4 I 


The north part of the district is the highest, and the land 
slopes away, more or less gradually, on all sides. The rain 
for the most part drains oft’, and there is accordingly no 
permanent under-current of percolation to keep up a supply 
of water in wells. 

The rainfall is also precarious, often falling irregularly, 
too early or too late ; it also falls very locally. Mr. La 
Touche speaks of heavy rain falling over one side of a hill 
while it is perfectly dry on the other. There are hardly 
any natural permanent streams in the country (except 
the S%armati in Ajmer), the only rivers being the chan- 
nels which flow during the rains ; the real resource of 
the country is in wells, and especially (in intercepting the 
rainfall and storing it up) in the tanks. 
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§ 2, Tanks and their Construction, 

Ey the term ‘ tank’ we are not to understand a square 
masonry-lined reservoir. The larger tank (talab or tdlao) 
is really a considerable area of land covered with water 
caught from the surrounding catchment area, and prevented 
by an embankment from flowing away. It is formed by 
taking advantage of the upper part of the valley in which 
there is a natural drainage stream, or even of any consider- 
able depression in the soil, or of some convenient hollow 
among hills, and enclosing the whole area by means of 
an embankment of earth aided by masonry, so that an 
expanse of water, usually not very deep, is formed. The 
rainfall running off the high ground or in temporary 
streams and channels is thus intercepted and stored up. 
By sluices and ducts the water is taken off for irrigation. 
The collection of water in the tanks also helps to some 
extent to keep the subsoil in the neighbourhood moist, and 
to retain a water-supply in wells, which are made in the 
vicinity of such tanks. Sometimes the reservoirs thus 
formed are considerable lakes. Some of them always con- 
tain water: but in many the water gradually evaporates, 
or is run off ; then the whole (or a part) of the moist bed, 
enriched with vegetable matter, is available to be culti- 
vated. The larger tanks require, of course^, professional 
assistance both as to the construction of the embankment, 
the sluices for utilizing the water, and the escape-channel 


’ An interesting account of the 
formation of tanks will be found in 
Colonel Dixon's Tp. i4oetseq.). 
I notice that they speak of the culti- 
vated fields n-rigated as in the 
‘ rear ' of the embankment. The 
talao or tank or rather we should 
say, the extensive valley or depres- 
sion embanked, is provided with 
lime-masonry sluices, and with a 
good escape-channel for emergen- 
cies. The advantages of the tank 
are (i') direct irrigation of fields in 
‘rear'; (2) the maintenance of 
wells, ‘ The water filtrates through 
the soil, filling all cavities and in- 


terstices, and ultimately forming 
springs’ This result is not, how- 
ever, always certain, owing to 
varieties in the subsoil, (3) When 
the water of the great shallow area 
of the tank is run off, ‘ much lux- 
uriant cultivation will be produced 
in the bed. ... It requires neither 
manure nor water, since decayed 
vegetation washed down from the 
area of the land drained by the 
feeders contributes to the fertility 
of the soil, while the moisture re- 
tained in the bed is ample to ripen 
the crops. 
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which is so necessary to prevent damage in the ease of 
a heavy fall overfilling the tank area. 

The management of tanks, and their classification into 
(i) tanks that can be repaired and kept up b}^ village 
labour organized in a certain way. and (2) those which 
must be kept up by the Public Works Department, are 
among the matters which were discussed and settled some 
few years ago by a Committee on Irrigation. 

While speaking of tanks I should not forget to mention 
the small tank locally called 'nari’ or ^nadi/ which can be 
made by a single cultivator. It often consists of an em- 
banked nook in a gorge on the drainage linch 


§ 3. Effects of Droughts, 

In connection with the revenue-system, I must note that 
a failure of rain, if complete, is called a ‘ kal ’ ; a scarcity is 
called ' kurra ’ ; where thei'e is a ^ triple ’ failure of water, 
grass, and grain, they call it ‘ tirkal ’ 

Thus in 1868-69 there was a 'kal’ ; the famine time of 
1877-78 was only a ' kurra.’ 

Heavy rain of general extent is ' ’alamgiri ’ or world- 
embracing; local rain is ' mfisladhar.’ No fall of less than 
two inches in twenty-four hours, brings water to fill the 
tanks ; and it is calculated that of the total rainfall only 
two inches over the whole catchment area, finds its way 
into the tanks. Inquiries made as to the effect of wells 
in a famine year, though necessarily imperfect, showed that 
in 1868-69 there were 10,907 wells, of which one-half, or 
5524, failed outright; 1869 watered half the usual area; 


’ Kdri. 'Those small works are 
tilaos (tanks) in miniature .... 
An eaithen embankment is thrown 
across a hollow, with a view to 
( lose up the lamwater, wluch would 
. . . flow’ ofr the soil. It is protec- 
ted from the action of the water by 
a front w’all built of stone without 
cement. The water retained by 
these field-works has a spread over 
from ten to fifty and sometimes to 
one hundred bighas.' Indian-corn 


is sown m the rear of the embank- 
ment, aided by the water, and 
when the w\ater is run off, the 
moistened bed is sowm wdth barley 
for a spring crop ' Nans are most 
useful w’oiks, their cost being 
moderate, repairs few, and returns 
very remunerative ’—(^SJedeh, pp 88- 
89). 

'White-way’s Betision S R., § 21 , 
1887. 
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1963, between one-half and one-quarter; and 1551 under 
one quarter. 

In 1885-86 there were 13,146 wells, of which 3213 were 
out of repair ; representing about one well to si acres of 
the actually ‘ irrigated ’ area. 

§ 4. Forms of Irrigation, 

The irrigated area is distinguished as (i) tank-land 
watered by flow, or by lift from the tank channels, (2) 
well-land, and (3) ' abi,’ — ^that is to say, land submerged or 
forming the area covered with water within the tank em- 
bankment, which, when the water is run off (or when there 
is no water in the tank), is wholly or partly cultivated. 

The well cultivation^ besides being in the ^rear’ of 
tanks, is also mostly situated along the valleys which are 
locally called ‘rel.’ 

Lands watered by wells sunk within a certain distance 
from the tank or its channels, have to pay at full irrigated 
rates, not at ordinary well-rates, because really they draw 
off the tank- water. 

In Pushkar there is a curious local feature to be noticed ; 
the whole country consists of hillocks of sand with red soil 
between ; this absorbs all the rain that falls, with the result 
that the soil between is moist, and even sugarcane can be 
grown without irrigation. On the sand itself light crops 
of ‘ bajra ’ (millet) grow without much difficulty. 

§ 5. Cultivation. 

The soil is generally light and dry, and therefore there is 
little value attached to soil unprotected by a well or not 
accessible to a tank. A sharer whose fields abut on the 
common land, is always including a piece of such land iu it, 
as the season serves ; indeed, by custom (as already noted) 
he can permanently annex a piece for his own, if he 
' improves ’ it by consent of the majority of the village 
co-partners. 
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§ 6 . ^Halsdra.^ 

There is a custom^ which formerly extended over a large 
area, but is giving way in places. 

‘The custom is this: a sharer or a cultivator takes a 
“ plough ” each year in the halsara area, for which he pays 
a sum fixed by custom, and ranging from E. % io E. 7. In 
exchange he is entitled to sow a certain area, which again 
varies by village custom between 6 acres and !z8 acres. 
The owner of the “ plough ” settles on the bit he fancies, 
and as long as he uses only one plough (hal) no one inquii’es 
what he occupies 

Dry cultivation is usually mere scratching of the soil, 
especially during the rainy season, to raise a crop of 
‘jowar’ (great millet, Holcus soo^ghiim) for fodder. In 
halsara land ‘ til ’ (sesamum, for oil) is generally first sown, 
or perhaps ‘ gram ’ (Gicer arietinum) ; after this the land 
remains as the sharer’s ‘ s^ni ’ land, in which he may sow 
jowar for fodder, and then it is abandoned and another spot 
taken up. The first lies fallow till some one takes a fancy 
to it and cultivates. 


§ 7. Antecedents of the present Settlement. 

The history of the time of the first Settlement (since 1 850) 
may be passed over. It is a record of struggle with diffi- 
culties owing to unfavourable seasons. At one time rain 
fell in unseasonable torrents, bursting embankments, breach- 
ing the banks, and causing floods which rotted the crops and 
swept away the soil. At another, drought lasted late into 
the season, cattle died, and revenue could not be paid. But 
in spite of everything the condition of the country, under 
wise management, slowly improved^. In 1868-69 the dis- 

^ This custom was greatly inimical ^ Revision S R, 1887. ^ 31. 

to suiwey, since the fields are never ^ In i860. Ma]or Llo3''d minutely 

fixed ; it also affords great scope inspected the district and made a 
for a powerful or rather unscrupu- complete and interesting report on 
lous man getting more than his due its condition, which full}’’ boars out 
share of land, what is stated above. 
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trict was Yisited by a famine of exceptional severity and 
duration 

After the famine, which destroyed a large number of the 
cattle, as well as a high percentage of the population, and 
produced a fearful state of indebtedness among the people, 
a revision of Settlement was made. 

The old custom was that biswddari holdings were not 
saleable, so that mortgages are the custom of the country. 
Even now, land is never sold in execution of a decree of 
court. After the famine, the last Settlement operations 
disclosed the fact that the mortgage debts amounted to 

R. 1 1,55,437 2. 

The report of the revised Settlement was dated 1875. 
Of course the village Settlement was maintained, but ar- 
rangements have been made which mitigated the difficulties 
of the theoretical joint responsibility At this Settlement 


^ See a good account of this in 
the Gazetteer, pp. 90, 91, 

^ Gazetteer, p. 95. 

^ On this subject Mr. La Touche 
writes as follows {Gazetteer, p. 93) : — 

‘ The village system of the North- 
Western Provinces is not self-acting 
beyond a certain point, and a mou- 
zawar Settlement cannot succeed in 
Ajmer-Merwara. By the term 
‘ mouzawar ’ is meant a Settlement 
where the assessment is based on 
the average of good and bad seasons, 
and where the principle of joint re- 
sponsibility is enforced in the collec- 
tion of the revenue The seasons 
present too great vicissitudes to 
allow of an equal annual demand 
bemg assessed, but this difficulty 
has been partly surmounted in the 
recent revision by the assessment 
of water - revenue . . . separately 
fiom the land-revenue on the un- 
irrigated aspect The assessment 
on the dry aspect includes the full 
assessment of well land, but in each 
village where the tanks fail to fill, 
the water-revenue will be remitted 
each year. The principle of joint 
responsibility has not been formally 
abolished, for cases may arise 
(though the cultivated area can- 
not be largely increased in any 
village) in which it would be 


just to enforce it. One of the 
main objects of the recent Settle- 
ment, however, has been to reduce 
it to a minimum All well known 
and recognized divisions of a village 
have been allowed to choose a head- 
man, and each cultivator has been 
permitted the option of deciding 
through which of the headmen he 
will pay his revenue. The total 
amount payable through each 
^pateD has been added up, and a 
list of each headman’s constituents 
given to the headmen, and filed 
with the Settlement record. Thus 
in a village paying R. 1000 there 
may be five patels, two responsible 
for R. 250 each, one for R, 200, one 
for R. 225, and one for R. 75. tinder 
the old system the tahsildar de- 
manded the revenue from those 
among the headmen whom he con- 
sidered the most substantial in the 
village. Now be can toll exactly 
how much he should collect from 
each patel ; and if the representa- 
tive of any thok or paiti cannot be 
made to pay, very valid reasons 
indeed should be adduced before 
the representative of the other 
divisions of the village are called on 

to make good the deficiency 

No real thoks and paiiis exist in 
Ajmer-Merwto, and for a number 
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each, bisw^dar or khewatd^r bad his own revenue-payment 
recorded, so that in reality the defaulting holding can at 
once be traced; the joint responsibility still remains in the 
background, to be had recourse to only if circumstances 
make it right and proper 


Section III. — Me. La Touche’s Settlement, 1874. 

§ I. Its Importance and Main Featv^res- 

It will be necessary to describe both the Settlement (Mr. 
La Touche’s) of 1874, and the revision made in 1884-87 
under Mr. Whiteway, for the latter has not superseded the 
records of 1874, nor the assessment in great pai^t, as will 
presently appear. 

As all permanent cultivation is dependent on tanks and 
wells, the classification of soils for the purpose of assess- 
ment has chiefly reference to the irrigation. All land bears 
a small primary charge (of which there are only a very few 
differential rates) in its dry aspect (‘barani’ in revenue 
language, i. e. as cultivated by rainfall only). Where there 
is a permanent well there is a regular ^ well-irrigated ’ rate. 

But when the well is within a certain distance of a tank 
and really derives its water from the tank, the area watered 
is treated as tank-watered land, and at a higher rate, be- 
cause it is the most stable and most valuable. Tank- watered 
land bears the ' dry ’ rate, plus the rate proper to the kind 
or class of tank available. Consequently, besides the ‘ dry ’ 
rates of assessment, we find the chief variety in the tank- 


of more or less arbitrary subdiTisions 
of land, has been substituted an 
agglomeration of holdings bound 
together by the fact that the owners 
have selected one of the headmen 
sanctioned for the village, as the 
representative through whom they 
will pay their revenue.’ 

This illustrates the remark I 
above made about ‘ bhai^ch^ra.’ 
The Ajmer villages are not natur- 
ally bound together by common 
descent or by any principle of joint- 


foundation, and cannot therefore 
exhibit any real divisions or sub- 
divisions accoidingto the mam and 
minor branches of a family ; nor 
can there be any natural lien 
whereby one patti is answerable 
for the default of the otiier. 

^ Mr. Whiteway also remarks 
{S. E.y 1887, § 137) ‘ Practically 

the bond is so slight that it is 
doubtful if it could ever be en- 
forced.* 
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watered lands, or in the ‘ abi ’ cnltiyation — a term already 
explained. Thus the following classes of tank-lands were 
established : — 

(i) The tank supplies water for both spring (rabi’) and 
autumn (kharif) harvests : here the tank always 
contains water, and so there is no abi cultivation. 

(a) The tank gives water enough for one or two water- 
ings for the rabf crop, and the land at the bottom 
of the tank becomes culturable late in the season. 

(3) The tank only gives water enough to start the rabl’ 

sowings, and the land consequently emerges early 
in the season. 

(4) Tanks which, when the rainfall has been so favour- 

able that not much water is required from them 
to irrigate ^arif crops, have retained water late 
enough to start the rabi’ sowings (after which the 
bed of the tank itself can be sown) \ 

(5) Tanks which only have scanty water for kharif 

irrigation ; none over for rabf sowing : the soil at 
the bottom is here not thoroughly moistened, but 
still a rabi’ crop can be sown on it. 

The assessment on tank areas — i. e. land irrigated from 
the tank (by lift or overflow) — is, as just stated, generally 
divided into a charge for water and a rate for the soil in its 
^ dry aspect.’ The latter is the highest bdrani or dry rate — 
i. e. for land that is not irrigated. This is always a 
small charge, so that the greater part of the assessment 
is the charge for water. The various forms of tank assess- 
ment I will now describe. 

§ Assessment on small Tanhs, 

Tor the small tanks it was decided to lump the water- 
revenue with the dry rate and enter one general rate in the 
khewat, and the landholder engaged to pay the whole. 

^ The ‘kharif’ crops will get No. 4 is the same as No. 3, with the 
water during July, August, &c. ; exception that No. 4 comes into 
the rahf sowing begins in October, play only occasionally. 
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This is because a small shower fills the tanks for a kharif 
crop and the water never suffices for the rabi' irrigation ; 
therefore, ordinarily, the whole assessment (levied in view 
of these conditions) can be paid, without distinguishing 
between the water-rate and the ‘ dry aspect ' or soil-rate. 
It is, however, for the revenue authorities to determine 
whether the whole amount can be levied in any given year. 

§ 3. Assessments on larger Tanks. — Variable Assessment, 

The normal plan was adopted in the case of the larger 
tanks, which include a great part of those in Ajmer and 
the ^ first-class ' tanks in the Beawar and Todgarh tahsils. 
Under this plan, the water-rate is separated and the sum 
shown against each holding in the khewat, is the ‘ dry ’ 
assessment only. 

The water-assessment is recorded in a lump sum for an 
assumed standard area of tank-cultivation (which is a 
fair average area), and has to be paid in addition to the 
total village soil-assessment. This lump sum is to be made 
good by distribution over the fields actually irrigated in 
each year, unless its incidence on the actually irrigated area 
would produce a rate exceeding a fixed maximum or falling 
below a fixed minimum. Under this system the actual 
payment is calculated out for each harvest. The amount 
has to be paid by rates which (naturally) vary — 

(i) as the area sown under the tank ; 

{%) as there was more or less water (when the supply 
ran short) which the field got. 

Crops ripening in the autumn are treated as irrigated, 
whether actually watered or not, because of the pro- 
tection afforded. Crops ripening in the spring will have 
been sown just after the rains (and the season of full tanks), 
and may or may not have had the benefit of subsequent 
waterings until harvest time. It -will be a question of fact, 
whether the tank afforded them much or little help in this 
way. If the tank only gave just enough to start the sow’- 
ing^ a fixed rate is recognized for crops that got ' sowing 

A a 
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water ' ; if there was a supply for full watering, then the 
full rate will be charged. 

This will be clear by an example : — 

In the case of the Diwdra tank, there are 244 acres mea- 
sured as ' tdlabi ’ — i. e. as the standard area of tank-irrigated 
land. The water-revenue of the village was assessed at 
E. 1068, being at a rate of E.4-(5 per acre; the standard 
area (244 acres) appeared to represent the full capacity of 
the tank in its present state, and the rate and the resulting 
total assessment seemed fair and reasonable. It was pro- 
vided in the engagement, that this sum, E. 1068, should be 
yearly made good by the irrigated fields, except when the 
area actually irrigated was so reduced that the rate of inci- 
dence would exceed E. 5 per acre ; in that case, the actually 
irrigated area would be assessed at E.5 and the balance 
remitted. It was provided, further, that when the area 
irrigated was so large that the incidence of the assessed 
water-revenue would fall below E.3-12, the actually irri- 
gated area should be assessed at E.3-12, and the excess 
credited to Government. These maooimum and minimum 
rates result in this, that, as long as the irrigated area does 
not fall below 213 acres nor rise above 285, the standard or 
normal sum set down in the records is paid, though the 
water-mi 56 varies each year 

§ 4. Ahi Cultivation, 

Land in the bed of large tanks which is submerged by the 
water, and may or may not become exposed and culturable, 
is not assessed, but is liable to a rate of E. 1-4-0 per acre, 
by actual measurement, when a crop is raised. 

Section IV. — The Settlement of 1883-87. 

When Mr. La Touche's (1874) Settlement was about to 
expire in 1884, the question arose, first, whether any revi- 
^ E., 1875, §§ 260-265. Thus — 

Eev, 

244 acres @ 4-6 (standard) — 1068 
285 „ @ 3~i2 (minimum) = 1068 
213 5, @ 5-0 (maximum) = 1065 (i. e. nearest figures). 
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sion of assessment at all ^vas needed. But the whole subject 
of irrigation and the maintenance of tanks had been consi- 
dered by a committee, and it was decided that some changes 
were necessary ; and also it appeared that a revenue had to 
be fixed for the area of new cultivation that had arisen 
since 1874^, though it was wisely determined to assess it 
only on the ^ dry aspect/ — ^i. e. as it would pay if there were 
no wells, thus encouraging ^ improvements ’ by exempting 
them from contribution to the revenue for the period of the 
new Settlement. 

In a despatch to the Secretary of State (December 19th, 
188^), the Government of India reviewed the position: — 

^ The temporarily-settled portions (i.e. excluding the chiefs 
istimrarl or permanently-settled estates, jagirs, &c.) occupy 
about three-sevenths of the entire area, the revenue being about 
four lakhs of rupees \ The Settlement of 1874 was made at 
very light rates for a term of ten years, with a view to enable 
the province to recover fully from the effects of the famine of 
1869. The increase of cultivation had been such that, under 
ordinary Settlement rules, an increase of 20 to 30 23er cent, 
would have been equitable ; but 1879 had also been a bad 
year, and the Government was unwilling, by anything like a 
radical revision of Settlement, to incur any risk of interrupting 
the growing prosperity of the agricultural population, which 
we believe to be progressing in comfort and stability.' 

The instructions for the Settlement briefly wore — 

To impose only a ^ dry rate ’ on all neiv cultivation. The 
dry rates were to be low and to be few in number; the 
varieties of soil were not great ; one or tvro rates would 
suffice and probably a single rate in any one village. 

^ In the non-fluctuating villages, ovci the four Likhs of the forrnei 
the Settlement Officer did not Settlement — [Gm t) myieni 0/ lyulia 
merely take the area of cultivation 0)(hib on ilia SctUvment 6tli Octobei, 
which he found existing; he took 1887.) 

an average of two good years’ and This includes the jieimanently 

one bad year’s area, and then, if fixed levenue from istimiau estates 
this exceeded Mr. La Touche’s aiea The land-revenue fioni the Idialsa 
of 1874, the excess was, of corn so, is, undei Mi La Touche’s Settlo- 
new cultivation and was liable to ment, (without cesses) K 2,61,557. 
assessment at rates, as explained Under Mr. Whileway’s, it is 
above. The increase on the whole E. 2,98,937 The istimrari revenue 
Settlement came to E.2700 annually is about E 1,26,016. 
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As regards the old cultivatioa, that y^as to be so assessed 
throughout that the ‘dry rates’ were separated from the 
‘ water-assessment ’ (as before). The water-assessment 
would be allowed to be a fixed total or a variable sum, 
according to the system already described. 

But another important step was to he taken. The Go- 
vernment of India Eesolution of li^th October, 1882, had 
already explained the principles on which it was hoped the 
future revisions of assessment could be undertaken without 
the whole expense (and trouble to the people) of a complete 
re-Settlement operation. And one essential point was to 
classify the area into that which was ‘secure’ against 
calamities of season (owing to complete development of cul- 
tivation and means of irrigation), that which was ‘ insecure,’ 
and that which was liable to fluctuation. 

No part of Ajmer-Merwara can be classed as actually 
‘ secure ’ in the full sense of the term ; but it can be classed 
into ‘fluctuating’ and ‘non-fluctuating meaning that the 
latter at a fairly light assessment is able to pay its way in 
all but bad seasons, when exceptional measures of relief will 
be required. The Government orders concluded by saying 
that when the revision was completed, it would be per- 
manent as far as rates are concerned, and that additions 
to the revenue (at any future revision) would accrue only 
on the following grounds : — 

(a) increase of cultivated area (at rates already fixed) ; 

(b) increase of value of produce due to a rise in prices ; 

(c) improvements due to outlay by Government. 

Thus it will be seen that, except for the assessment of 
new cultivation, and the change by classifying into ‘ fluc- 
tuating’ and ‘non-fluctuating’ areas, the Settlement of 
1887 leaves Mr. La Touche’s Settlement of 1874-75 un- 
changed. 


§ I. Survey. 

At the present Settlement the new area was all measured 
and the map of the old areas corrected and brought up to 
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date, and arrangements made for maintaining the maps 
correct and for keeping up the statistics of cultivation and 
ownership correct from year to jmar. A professional survey 
was made use of for village boundaries and fixing a skeleton 
of triangles, the interior field surveys being made by the 
patwaris. 

For purposes of survey and for keeping up the records, 
the establishment of patwdns was revised and augmented, 
and kanungos to supervise them reorganized. The Settle- 
ment was sanctioned for twenty years. 

§ Non- fluctuating Area, 

The existing Settlement of Ajmer-Merwara regards the 
district as consisting of two portions, ‘non-fluctuating' 
and ‘fluctuating.’ The non-fluctuating portion does not 
quite dispense with a ‘variable’ assessment. For it con- 
sists of villages in which there are good and permanent 
tanks, or ‘rel’ — valleys in which permanently-yielding 
wells are sunk ; but it has also tanks which, though per- 
manently-yielding, do not yield always the same quantity ; 
or, in other words, the extent of the advantage varies. Then 
for tank-land, we have the classification — 

(1) Tanks, the supply of which is constant, and which 

pay a fixed revenue (These may be subdivided 
into those repaired and maintained by Govern- 
ment and those maintained by the village com- 
munity under certain rules.) These tanks pay 
either — 

{a) a fixed sum distributed over the holdings ; 

(5) at crop rates according to the area measured up at 
each harvest and assessed at prescribed rates for 
each crop. 

( 2 ) Variable tanks. Here there is a standard area and 

standard revenue ; but the rate paid actually 

^ It is meant that, ‘ except in the of long duration, even these fixed 
worst years, the fixed villages can villages will need special measures 
pay the revenue assessed on them. of suspension and remission.’ 

When calamity is widespread and 
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yaries witli the water-supply and with the area 
irrigated, in the manner already described in § 3, 
PP* 335-6, ante. 

§ 3. Fluctuating Villages, 

The ‘ fluctuating ’ villages are ‘ well ’ villages, where the 
supply is precarious. There are also fluctuating areas within 
areas which, as a whole, are not fluctuating. Such areas 
are the portions lying in the bed of certain large tanks 
which may be covered with water, and only at times be- 
come culturable. Such a class needs no special explana- 
tion ; in it, the crop is measured up and charged at rates 
prescribed in the Settlement records. 

It is only in the district of Ajmer that fluctuating vil- 
lages were found ; none were finally adopted in Merwara ; 
of a total of 139 Ajmer villages, 6 t were classed as 
fluctuating. 

In Ajmer, writes Mr. White way — 

^ the villages are either so situated that the well area is pro- 
portionately large and the supply of water fairly constant in 
the wells, or else the dry area is large and the well area small 
and liable to fluctuations. In the one case the wet area will 
float the dry, in the other case it will not. This distinction 
follows naturally from the fact that when the water-supply is 
plentiful and constant, more wells will be sunk. 

‘ By the arrangement I have proposed, the revenue of the 
village is referred to a dry rate, which can, at any future time, 
should the rise in prices warrant a change, be raised . . . 
while, whenever at any future time a revision of the revenue 
is decided on, this revision will merely consist in raising the 
standard cultivated area and consequently the standard 
revenue. 

^The advantages of the system are that Government and 
the landholders will both share the prosperity of good years 
and in the losses of calamitous ones. In bad years the land- 
holders will have to pay a higher revenue rate, it is true, but 
as prices in those years are higher, and the revenue is on the 
cultivation only, this arrangement is but equitable.’ 
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§ 4. Method of Fluctuating Assessment. 

The essential feature of the method adopted in fluctuating 
(or variable) villages ^ is that all classes of land are reduced to 
^ dry units ’ fixing a standard area of such dry units bearing a 
certain rate, and charging the actual cultivation of each year so 
that the rate never falls below a certain minimum^ nor exceeds 
a fixed maximum. An illustration will make this clear. Thus 
Mr. Whiteway wites : — ^ Take the case of village A, in which I 
have determined that the assessable area ordinarilij under culti- 
vation is — 

Total 



Acres. 

Pei acie. 

assessment 



R a. 

R. 

a. 

Dry 

124 assessed at 

0 

M 

0 

77 

8 

Am^ 

' 40 jj 

I 9 

62 

8 

Tank 

8 

2 13 

22 

8 

Well 

5 ° ,, 

3 12 

187 

8 


222 


350 

0 


^ It will be necessary to reduce this area to a multiple of^'drg 
units f and this is done simply in the following manner. 

^ The “abi ” rate, or E. 1-9 per acre as calculated for the stand- 
ard area, is 2J times the dry rate (10 annas), the “tank” rate 
4 1 times, and the “well ” rate 6 times. 

• The above area in terms of dry units will therefore be — 

Dry 

Acres unit tue.i. 

124x1 =124 
40 x2|-== 100 

8x4-1= 36 

50x6 =300 
Total . 560 


. 'This 560 was called the “standard dry unit area,” and when 
multiplied by the dry rate of 10 annas will (of course) give the 
standard revenue of E. 350. 

' Now, this dry unit area (actually cultivated) is liable to 
vary from year to year ; and if the standard dry-unit rate of 10 
annas were always applied, even in the case of such variations, 

^ Variable as a whole — not merely in a subdivision of the non-flnetu- 

that the tank supply is variable as ating villages already mentioned. 


Dry 

Abi 

Tank 

Well 
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the revenue of R 350 would always he subject to annual in- 
crease and decrease. Between certain limits of cultivationj 
however, the revenue should not vary. It is desired that the 
revenue shall, while falling with a material decrease, or rising 
with a material increase of cultivation, retain a certain sta- 
bility. To attain this end the dry rate is allowed to vary between 
certain limits. We may assume that, in the case of village A, 
these limits are 8| annas and ii^ annas, — that is, in a good 
year their rate may be allowed to fall to the former, and in a 
bad year to rise to the latter rate without affecting the assess- 
ment, which we may further assume to have been based on a 
standard dry-unit of 10 annas. 

^Now, the dry rate is, of course, obtained by dividing the 
revenue by the dry-unit area ; and it will be found that the 
number of acres of dry-unit area required thus to produce ii^ 
annas is 498, and to produce 8| annas is 640 ; in other words 
f|-g = iiL annas, and R f|^=8|- annas. The limits then 
within which the dry-unit area is allowed to vary above and 
below the standard dry-unit area (560 acres), without affecting 
the assessment, are 640 acres and 498 acres. 

^ Now, turn to the cases where the limits are exceeded. As- 
sume that in any given year the areas are — 



Acres. Unit area. 

Dry 

199 X I 

*199 

Am 

30X2I 

75 

Tank 

8 x 4 ^ 

^ 36 

Well 

60x6 

= 360 


Dry-nnit area 

670 


^The rate found by an assessment of E. 350 on this area 
would be f-f-§=8| annas. In this case the rate of 8J annas 
must be applied, giving a revenue of 670 x 8f=R 366-6, or 
E. 1 6-6 more than the standard revenue, which excess will be 
credited to Government. 

^ Assume the case of another year in which the areas of this 
same village are — 



Acres. Unit aiea. 

Dry 

102 x I 

= 102 

Abi 

40X2| 

— 100 

Tank 

4 X 4 | 

= 18 

Well 

40x6 

— 240 


Dry-unit area 460 



PT. II. CH. IV.] ADMnsnSTRATION. 363 

^The rate given by an assessment of E. 350 on this would 
be annas. In this year the maximum rate of 

annas must be applied, giving a revenue of E. 323-7, or E. 26-9 
less than the standard revenue, which must be remitted. 

§ 5. Fiivtlier Frovision for Excessive Calamity, 

The principle thus explained will suffice for any ordinary 
^ changes and chances ’ of season. But there may be cases 
of such total failure that even the minimvmi would press 
hardly. Mr. Whiteway therefore adds : — 

^ . . . Further provision must be made for years in which, 
from any general failure of rain, the crops in dry lands arc far 

l)eMv the aterage In the case of a calamity of a general 

and widespread character, I propose that the Commissioner 
should have suinmaiy power to declare, for reasons to be re- 
corded, that in any particular year the crops grown in dry 
lands in all variable [fluctuating j villages are either ^‘nothing'’ 
or “ one-quarter or one-half’ In such cases I propose that 
the value of the irrigated area should remain unchanged, but 
that of the dry lands every four acres should, if the crop were 
declared to be a half-crop, count as two, and if one quarter as 
one, and if nil as nothing. 

^ Thus, if in any year the crop-bearing area of the village A 
is — 



Acies. Unit area. 

Dry 

80x1 =80 

Abi 

40x23- =100 

Tank 

0X4J = 0 

Well 

30x6 =180 


Total diy-unit aioa 360 


and the Commissioner decided that, 

by reason of a wide- 

spread and general failure of rain, the dry crop of the district 
could only be considered a qiiarter one, the areas for assess- 

ment would be — 


Dry .... 

Y X I =20 

Abi . ... 

40 X 2-3- == 100 

Tank 

0x4-2' = 0 

Well 

30 X 6 = 180 


Total dry-unit area 300 
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^ The assessment will then be made under the rule already 
given, — i.e. the maximum rate of ii^ annas would be applied 
to {only) 300 acres. 

^ To simplify the procedure in the variable villages, I pro- 
pose to reduce all the rates to even multiples of the dry 
rate ^ ’ 


§ 6 . Advantages of the System. 

‘ There are certain objects to be gained by fixing a maximum 
and a minimum rate. The spread of cultivation is encouraged, as 
such spread lowers the rate of assessment ; again, the careless 
scratching of land over considerable areas, which is the oppro- 
brium of Ajmer husbandry, is discouraged. Again, by making 
the rate variable, there is a certain check on the concealment of 
cultivation, and it tends to weld the body of cultivators into a 
community whose interest it is that all fields sown shall be 
recorded and assessed yearly. Again, the margin which the 
cultivator has to spare is reduced or raised out of proportion to 
the reduction or rise of the cultivated area, — that is, his power 
of paying revenue is to be gauged by the amount of saleable or 
surplus produce at his disposal, rather than by the total produce 
of his fields. Assume the case of a village whose community 
req[uires for its food and expenses the produce, in an ordinary 
year, of 100 acres at five maunds the acre, or 500 maunds ; and 
that the standard area of the village at Settlement was 1 50 
acres ; leaving fifty acres (at five maunds the acre) to pay the 
revenue fixed at E. 250. Say that in any year the cultivated 
area fell to 120 acres ; this leaves only the produce of twenty 
acres or 100 maunds to pay the revenue of K. 2 50, and it is further 
probable that the same bad season which induced a reduction 
in area •would also be likely to diminish the outturn. There 
would be something less than forty maunds to pay a revenue of 
E. 250. This it could hardly do even at famine prices. Where 
the cultivation rises, the whole produce of every acre is avail- 
able for sale, and the whole village can afford to pay the 
higher revenue. As the cultivators have been saved borrow- 
ing at high interest in bad years by the reduction of their 
revenue, so it is fair that it should be increased to recoup 
Government when they can best afford to pay. Thus if, in the 

^ The actual rates would not ever times the dry rate, but always 2, 
be (as in the examples given) 2]-, 3, 4 &c. times in round numbers. 
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village instanced above, the cultivation rises to 200 acres, there 
is the produce (presumably up to or over the average) of 100 
acres at five maunds the acre, from which to pay the revenue, 
—that is, 500 maunds which, at only twenty seers for the 
rupee, gives E. 250/ 

§ 7. Formal provision for the division of the year 
into Harvests^ 

^ The main difficulty in the assessment of the villages under 
this system is that, though the revenue is fixed for the whole 
year, the assessment is made for each harvest. This is a point 
which requires the judgment of the assessing officer. He has 
the rough guide of the former instalments to help him, but he 
must, in making the assessment for the autumn harvest, de- 
pend greatly on his knowledge of the prosiDects of the spring 
crop (which will then be sown).’ 

The rules framed by the Settlement Officer, therefore, 
prescribed : — 

‘13. The rate for the autumn harvest will be struck on the 
completion of the records fof the harvest, at a time when the 
prospects of the ensuing spring harvest are fairly well known. 

^ The rate to be taken will depend partly on the area under 
crops in the autumn harvest, and partly on the pros];>ects of 
ensuing spring crop, and will (subject to the maximum and 
minimum already given) be so fixed, that the revenue of the 
whole year may be collected in full without loss or balance. 

^ 14. The rate for the spring crops shall (subject to the rule 
of maximum and minimum already given) be found by divid- 
ing the balance of the assessment of the year not assessed in 
the autumn harvests by the conventional area of the spring 
harvest found by the rules already given. 

^ 1 5. The assessment of these villages shall be made under 
the superintendence and by the orders of the Assistant Com- 
missioner. 

‘ 1 6. When the rate for the harvest for the village has been 
settled, the revenue of each sharer shall be fixed by multiply- 
ing the rate by the area of his cultivation as shown in the 
hhataunV 
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Section V. — ^Eeventje Officers and their 
Business. 

§ I. Revenue Officials. 

The Eeveniie officials have already been sufficiently in- 
dicated in the preceding pages. The Chief Commissioner 
is at the head, and there is the Commissioner, with the two 
Assistant Commissioners of Ajmer and Merwara. These 
latter are the chief executive Eevenue Officers of the dis- 
trict, having powers of a Collector. Under them is an 
Extra Assistant Commissioner specially charged with the 
working of the variable assessments and the supervision of 
the patwaris and (kanungo) supervisors. 

§ Village Headmen. 

A few words may be necessary about the village head- 
man. The system of ^ pdtels,’ who were purely hereditary, 
was not found convenient. They multiply by descent, and 
are remunerated by the village community It was found 
that to do the duties of a modern Settlement it was neces- 
sary to have headmen who should ^look to Government 
and not to the village for their position.' Hence the object 
has been to appoint for eaclT village one, or, if necessary, 
more than one, ‘lambardar' paid by Government by an 
allowance representing 5 per cent, on the revenue. The 
change was made gradually, and, of course, the selection of 
lambardars is made out of the old patel family^ when there 
is a man efficient and fit. 

The former Settlement further appointed ‘zaildars,’ a sort 
of superior headmen, over circles, to whom orders could be 
communicated without summoning a number of separate 
village headmen. The system (though there was some 
difference of opinion) did not work well, and the office was 
abolished with its attendant expense, 

J*- The community paid one-fourth of his own land Tirtually free of 
of the ptol’s rerenue for him, — revenue, 
i.e. allowed Mm to hold one-fourth 
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§ 3. Bevenue Business and Pvocedv.re. 

The revenue business and procedure does not call for any 
special notice. Part VI of the Kegulation contains the 
details of it. It is noticeable, however, that when matters 
are submitted to arbitration, an appeal lies against the 
decision. 

The process for realizing arrears of land revenue is not 
dissimilar to that under any ordinary Upper Indian Eevenue 
law; arrest, imprisonment, attachment, and sale of move- 
able property, attachment of the estate, transfer to a solvent 
‘ shareholder,’ and sequestration of the estate for a period — 
these are the processes as elsewhere. If all these fail, other 
immoveable property may, under special sanction, be sold, 
but not the land itself on which the arrear has accrued. 

Headmen who have paid up in the first instance, may 
realize the revenue from the co-sharers by a suit, in which 
they may join as many of the sharers as are indebted for 
the same instalment. There is no power of distraint with- Beg. ii of 
out a suit. 98-100. 

Consequent on the last Settlement, a revision of the rules 
of practice has been undertaken under the usual heads of 
collection of land-revenue, — tahsil accounts, mutations of 
names, partitions, and rules ^for supervisors (kandngosj, 
patwMs, and headmen. There is nothing that calls for 
special notice^. 


^ It is perhaps to be regretted that rules for keeping up (and making 

a proposal to enforce the keeping of in some cases) boundaiy and survey 

village grazing reserves by rules, marks which section 106 of the 

has been abandoned ; it is not Begulation does not piovide for 

possible to enter into the pros and sufficiently ; but this was also 

cons of the case in this place. There abandoned, 

was also a proposal to improve the 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE OLD SETTLEMENTS- 


Section I. — General View op the Territories 
coMPosma the Central Provinces. 

An account has already been given of the origin of the 
Central Provinces — as a British Administrative Division ; 
here we have only to recapitulate those features which 
distinguish the districts from other provinces and prepare 
the way for an examination of the local Settlement system 
(known in official literature as the MALauziRi Settlement), 
and for a study of the new system of revenue-assessment 
(1889), which is here distinctive as well as novel and in- 
teresting 

We have, in the Central Provinces, no homogeneous 
country which has generally the same features throughout. 

^ In writing an introductory Mr. .T. B. Fuller, Commissioner of 
account of these Provinces I have Settlements. This section then 
little more to do than follow an makes no pretension to originality. 
exceUent note prepared in 1886 by 
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Mr. Fuller is fully justified in saying that when the " Central 
Provinces' was constituted a separate administration in 
186 1-6 2 , j ^a veritable teiTitorial puzzle was pieced together, 
and tracts were united which differed widely from each 
other in circumstances, people, and language.’ One of the 
few features which the bulk of the districts possess in com- 
mon, is the fact that they passed under ^the Maratha 
plough ’ — the iron share of that relentless and greedy rule 
having left its mark almost everywhere; old rights were 
ignored, old differences levelled down under the uniform 
pressure of the revenue-demand, and new men were put over 
the villages, with such powers as^ in the end, were thought 
to represent, or amount to^ a landlord right. 

The Nagpur kingdom was held by members of the great 
Maratha confederacy, represented by the Bhonsla family; 
it was of no long duration, but it did its work of levelling 
pretty thoroughly. 

Previous to the Maratha conquest, another portion of the 
province, represented by Nimar and part of Hushangabad, 
had been included in one of the Muhammadan Dakhan 
kingdoms, and therefore had conserved some of those marks 
of antiquity which the Dakhan kingdoms, under the wise 
Settlements of Malik ’Ambar, were careful to maintain. 
Here also survive the hereditary land officials and their 
‘watan’ or official landholdings. This form of remunera- 
tion, I have elsewhere suggested, may be traced to the 
Dravidian system, which was here in full force in olden 
times. 

The northern portion of the Central Provinces had affini- 
ties with Bundelkhand, and had been the scene of Kajput 
conquest, and exhibits at any rate traces of the ' landlord ’ 
village communities which usually arise out of such con- 
quests. ' Chhattfsgarh ’ also (the country of the tliirty-six 
forts or houses, comprising the districts of Eaipur and 
BiMspur) formed the kingdom of the Haihaibahsi Eaj- 
puts^ and Sambalpur was a Hindu kingdom, also of 


^ They were, however, probably not an Aryan but a mixed race. 
VOL. II. B b 
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E^jputs, but of Uriya Kajputs, whose origin was said to 
be near Mainpiiri, in the North-Western Provinces. 

The remaining districts had been the site of Gond king- 
domSj and this fact gives them a special interest in the eyes 
of the student of land-tenures. I have already noticed the 
leading features of the village association as far as they are 
known to us. The Gond system, however^ readily admitted 
of amalgamation with the Aryan ; and the Central Indian 
kingdoms became Hinduized^ and adopted (if, indeed, 
they did not originally possess) many features identical 
with the Hindu Eajas’ dominion. There were quasi- 
feudal chiefs, the relics of whose domains still survive in 
the Zamlndaris (so called) and other estates which are to 
be found to the east of the Chhattisgarh tract, and again 
more largely in the west, north-west, and south-west of the 
province. Indeed a glance at the map prefixed to this 
chapter will show what a large proportion of the province 
is held by estate-holders, who whether called ‘ Zammddrs’ or 
* jagirdars/ or any other comparatively modern revenue title, 
owe their position not to any definite grant, but to pre- 
scription, as survivals of the old Gond kingdoms and feudal 
estates. 

For the purposes of the general revenue history of the 
province, I shall follow Mr. Fuller in dividing the country 
into — 

(A) The old ^ Sagar and Narbada ’ territory, which com- 
prises the districts of SAgar and Damoh (on the 
plateau of the Vindhyan hills), Jabalpur^, Man- 
dla, Seoni, Narsinghpur, Hushangdbad, and Betul. 

(J?) The ‘Nagpur country,’ consisting of the Chhind- 
wara, N%pur, Wardha, Bhandara, Chanda, and 
Ealaghdt districts. The Satpura hill range sepa- 
rates this group (as the name BalaghAt helps to 
indicate) from the N%pur plain on the south and 
the Chhattisgarh plain on the east. 


^ The Bijeragogarh pargana of 
the district (north-east corner) was 


added later, being confiscated after 
the Mutiny (1857), 



PT, III. CH, I.] THE OLD SETTLEMENTS. 37I 

( 0 ) The ^ Ghhattlsgarh ’ country (i. e. the Raipur and 
Bilaspur districts). 

(D) The Sambalpur country, watered by the Mahdnadi, 

a hilly and jungly country still further east, once 
attached to the Chutiyd. Nagpur or South-West 
Frontier Agency of Bengal. 

(E) The Nimdir district, at the extreme western corner 

of the province between the Narbada and Tapti 
rivers, and having afSnities with Khandesh be- 
yond. 

(F) To this list must be added a slip of territory to the 

extreme south along the Godavari river, touching 
on the Madras Presidency. This was formerly 
called the ‘ Upper Godavari ’ district, and is now 
the Sironcha tahsil (or revenue subdivision) of the 
Chanda district. 

We have here a sufficiently diversified theatre, both his- 
torically and geographically. Muhammadan rule and 
Marathi conquest, the institutions of ancient Gondwana, 
and those of Northern as well as Orissa Rajputs, have all 
contributed something to the production of the present con- 
dition of things. 

In respect of climate, the Central Provinces generally enjoy ' 

a securer rainfall than manyWffier parts l>f India. "" Tfiiga 
4s, however, generally resorted’” to, andTdS' derived (i) from 
/ tanks and ponds ; (ji) ndlas or streams ; (3) artificial chan- 
nels ;^" 4 nd (4) wells.* 

Tanks are often large areas of local depression in 
which water can be retained by suitable embankments 
called bandhiya (H.) and gatha (M.) Ponds are smaller 
reservoirs suitable for irrigating single holdings. In 
Chanda, Bhandara, and Sambalpur, where rice and sugar- 
cane abound, this form of irrigation is largely resorted to. / 
From streams or ndlas (which have water in the rains) / 
water is obtained by the *dhenkuli’ or lift at the end 

^ I may remind the reader once dialect ; EC. = Hindi, M. == Mar- 
more that the letters indicate the ^thi, P. = Persian, and so on. 
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a lever. "^Sometimes a well is excavated in the bed of 
a stream, just under the bank, and a staging is erected over 
the well, so that water is drawn up by a bucket. In some 
cases the well is securely roofed over before the rains, so 
that when the stream is in flood, the shaft may not be 
injured. Artificial channels (called tar) are used in Chhattis- 
garh ; a stream is dammed up, and small rivulets for irriga- 
tion are taken off from the dam. Wells are either permanent, 
or (in favourable places) temporary or ‘ kachcha,’ i. e. mere 
holes in the ground from which water is raised by lever- 


lift h 


(A) The Sagar-Nartoada Territory. 

§ I. Under Native Buie, 

Excluding a number of smaller tracts, first made over for 
management by Sindhia and afterwards ceded in full, and 
other tracts acquired by exchange, transfer, or confiscation 
at the Mutiny (i82o--i86o) the bulk of the territory became 
British in 1818, partly by treaty with the Peshwa, chiefly 
by cession from the BhonsK king (App^ji). Some idea of 
the pressure of the Mardtha revenue-system may be formed 
from the fact that the revenue was run up to about sixty 
Mkhs of our money^, a sum only two lakhs short of the pre- 
sent revenue of the entire Central Provinces (which includes 
a good deal besides the Bhohsla kingdom). ^ This,’ says 
Mr. Fuller, ‘ could only have been possible under a system 
"'of rack-renting pure and simple, under which any rights 
, which stood in the way of the State exchequer were swept 
aside.’ 

The system which the British Government found in 
operation in the tract we are now considering, was one of 
farming to malguzars ; and whatever rights the patels of 
villages once had, were almost entirely destroyed. ‘ The 

^ See a good accotint in the article gaoh treaty of 1803 had giyen np 
* Central Proyinces ’ in the Imperial Berar (to the Nizam) and Katak (to 
Gazetteer, the British). 

^ That is, in i8t8, after the Deo- 
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revenue system of the Mardthas was to keep as many 
villages as possible under management of Government 
officials ( kh alsa) collecting direct from the cultivators. 
Leases were, however, frequently given for short terms — 
from one to three years. The terms . . , left but a veiy 
small margin of profit to the lessees, seldom more than 
one-tenth of the rental assets, and very often the demand 
exceeded the estimated assets of the village 

In Narsinghpur, it is stated^, ‘when extortion by main 
force failed, other devices were not wanting. Patels were 
tempted by titles and dresses of honour to bid against each 
other; and were alternately coaxed and squeezed till they 
had nothing left to make them worth attention.’ 

In Hushangabad the position of a malguzar was one 
which conferred no rights and had no stability. Whether 
under the Bhohslas in Hushangabad or under Sindhia in 
the Harda pargana, when the ’4mil (revenue-officer) made 
his yearly Settlements, there was no reason whatever why 
he should make it for any given village with the same man 
with whom he made it last year. The p^tel had not only 
‘ no legal right of renewal, but the custom of renewing the 
lease was not even sufiSciently prevalent or universal to 
create a quasi right or to enlist public opinion strongly on 
the side of renewal.’ In Betul, ‘ the old pd,tels had to make 
way for a race of speculating farmers, who agreed to any 
conditions in the hopes of securing a footing in the village 
for better times to come.’ 

Under such a system, tenants or ciiltivators had no secure 
i^hjs. Old or new, they had to make their terms, or else 
give place to some one who would make the attempt. Of 
course the more substantial held on from father to son, with 
that strong attachment to land which is everywhere to be 
found ; but no right of holding on terms independent of the 
will of the revenue-manager, seems to have accrued from 
such continuous possession 

^ This is from the S. R, of Damoh an acre — one-tenth of the income. 
District, § 50. The lessee's profit ^ S, E., § 46. 

was called ^dupasi' (corruption of ^ S, E-, pp. 39, 150 

do-hiswa), i. e. two-twentieths of ^ See Betul S. B., § 102. 
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§ 2, Early Management under British Rule. 

Before the first Regular Settlements (now expired or 
expiring) were made, there was the usual preliminary period 
of tentative methods, always more or less unsuccessful. 

, The fetal mistake was to suppose that peace and security 
\ would enable the people to pay the same revenue as the 
native rulers — with all their skill in squeezing up to the 
last point, and then leaving just enough for their culti- 
‘ vators to live on — could extract. 

In the course of twenty years the initial revenue of aSJ 
lakhs diminished to 24 lakhs The revenue of the tract is 
at the present moment only 2^\ lakhs. 

On the expiry of this tentative period, the districts were 
inspected by Mr. R. Mertins Bird, and a twenty years’ 
Settlement made at reduced rates with the patels, nothing 
being said about proprietary right ; the patels were allowed 
to make their own arrangements with the raiyats, but were 
to prepare yearly 'jamabandi’ or rent-rolls of what each 
was to pay for the year — beyond which no demand should 
be enforced. 

This twenty years’ Settlement was made between 1835 
and 1838. The rates (based on the then usual percentage 
of 66 per cent, of the assets) were too high, and the assess- 
ments had in several cases to be reduced, especially in 
Sagar, Damoh, and Seoni. 

Mr. Fuller writes — 

'Perhaps the most important point in the system of the 
twenty years’ Settlement was the crystallization of the policy 
of interference between raiyat and patel. In I'ecommending 
non-interference with rents, Mr. Bird certainly did not mean 
that the prohibition should extend to the patel, and yet this 
was the result of the Sagar and Narbada Rent Rules {Narsingh- 
pur S. R, section 46). The Hushangabad Settlement officer 

J- A great decline in prices and while we kept up the high demand 
the cessation of local expenditure from the patels, wo did not permit 
when the Marathi armies were dis- them the necessary power of press- 
banded, were among the causes ing the raiyats, which was the only 
which led to this. But, as Mr. way in which they could answer to 
Fuller adds, a great reason was that the demand. 
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writes that, although after the twenty years’ Settlement our 
relations with the raiyats changed our system, the practice 
altered slowly; and although the malguzar was formally de- 
clared to be entitled to sue a tenant for increase of rent, there 
appears not to have been a single suit of the kind ever brought, 
except for increase "proportionate to increased cultivation and 
in another place he alludes to ^^the law of the territories, 
which prevented a malguzar from ousting even a new tenant, 
except by regular suit, and prescribed no means for raising the 
rent of an old one.” There resulted from this, of course, great 
inequality in individual rents; and an impression grew up 
among the raiyats that their rents were unalterable, except by 
Government order — an impression which offered very great 
obstacles to the readjustment of rents during the making of 
the Settlements now current,’ 

When this Settlement expired, a formal proclamation was 
issued in June 1854, and preparations were made for a new 
^ regular ’ Settlement, under which proprietary rights were 
to he given to the pdtel (or malguzar, whichever was in 
possession). 


(B) The liTagpur Country. 

§ I. The Mardthd System, 

These districts came under management in 1818, owing 
to the Bhohsla king’s minority, and so remained till 1 830 ; 
but in 1 854, when the king died without heirs, they again 
returned as permanent additions, by escheat, to British 
territory. Sir E. Jenkins was Eesident at the Court of 
N%pur, and in 182a he prepared a report which gives 
a complete and interesting account of the condition of the 
districts when their management was assumed. 

The Maratha rulers, as usual, made annual Settlements, 
such as those already described. The pargana officer (called 
kam^visdar) made a total assessment for the pargaua, which 
was distributed over the villages in consultation with the 
pfitels. But a very curious system prevailed in the matter 
of the amount of the 'assessment. The revenue was not 
fixed till the character of the season became pretty well 
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known. As the patels thus engaged for an unknown sum, 
they resorted to a device for distributing the burden on the 
raiyats according to capability, by establishing a system of 
comparative values for the lands in the village. First, how- 
ever, an area of poor land, called the Hhok'’ fields, was 
deducted ; these were too poor to be taken on anything but 
a small fixed money rent. But the better lands were called 
the ‘ chal ’ lands, and each field was given a value," which 
was not a positive assessment, but represented its value in 
comparison with other 'chal’ fields. This value was called 
its ' ain,’ and was expressed in fractions of a rupee — annas, 
pies, and cowries (kauri) — e.g. if one field was rated at 
twelve pies and another at six pies, the former would pay 
double the latter, whatever the actual rate of the assessment 
was. The crudity of the system consisted in the fact that 
the ' ain ’ was not fixed on a real and permanent difference 
of yield power, but might be altered from year to year. 
When the revenue was given out, the amount realizable from 
the 'thok’ fields was first deducted^, and then the balance 
was distributed according to the ' ain,’ and a yearly roll was 
prepared called 'lagwan’ (like the 'jamabandi’ of modern 
times), and showing the ' dhara,’ or rate, at which the field 
was assessed according to its relative (ain) value. 

Sir E. Jenkins further notes — showing how completely 
the right of the pei'manent village cultivator had been 
levelled down and destroyed — that ‘none of them [the 
cultivators] are entitled to cultivate the same fields in 
perpetuity, nor is it the practice to grant leases to them 
for more than one year.’ 

§ %, Early British Management, 

The British management during the Eaja’s minority may 
be passed over ; it consisted chiefly in substituting triennial 
for annual Settlements, and so far affording relief; but other- 
wise the native system was in substance unchanged. The 

^ Lands that were * thok ’ one the * chal ' always foi-nxed the 
year might, if they improved, he- greater portion of the village, 
come ‘ chal ’ the next, and mce versa ; 
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raiyats were, however, protected against arbitrary inter- 
ference on the part of the p^tels. From 1830 to 1854 the 
native rule was resumed. ‘ The policy of the- period of 
British management was adhered, to,, but without the 
watchfulness which made it work satisfactorily, and the 
result was a considerable decrease in "the re venue. After 
the escheat in 1854, summary Settlements were made, and 
the raiyats were protected against any enhancement of their 
rents. In June i860, orders were issued for a regular 
Settlement, pToprietary rights being (here also) conferred 
on the 'p&tels and mdlgnzdrs, 

(0) Chhattisgarh. 

§ I. Tinder Native Rule. 

These two districts (Raipur and Bilaspur) below the 
Satpura Ghats, were acquired and held in the same way as 
the last described territory, — i. e. they were under British 
management between 1818 and 1830, reverted then to 
native rule, and escheated in 1854. 

These districts owe certain peculiarities to the fact that 
before Maratha times they had been ruled by a dynasty of 
the Haihaibahsi clan, probably for a period of a thousand 
years. We may safely assume that the ^Rajput’ rule was 
moderate : the king (as usual) took his revenue from his 
noyal demesne, and the chiefs from their estates. But, at 
the time when British management began, the Marathas 
had been in power for about sixty years, and the later 
years are said to have presented ^an uniform scene of 
plunder and oppression, uninfluenced by any consideration 
but that of collecting, by whatever means, the largest 
amount ,possible/ The system was similar to that of 
Nagpur, except that in Chhattisgarh the cultivator held 
fields according to a relative value or ‘ ain ' put on him 
personally, according to the number of ploughs he had» 
Each raiyat paid the sum or multiple or fraction of the sum, 
fixed as the value of one plough in his village for the year. 
In Nagpur, he paid according to the ‘ain’ of his fields, 
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and inequality in assessment was corrected by raising or 
lowering the ^afn’ of the field. In Chhattisgarh it was 
corrected by increasing or diminishing the area of the 
holdings. The village was divided into as many plots of 
similar land as there were ploughs entered in the assess- 
ment list ; and the plots were distributed among the raiyats 
in accordance with the number of ploughs for which each 
was responsible. The country is undulating, and there is 
a considerable diversity of soils ; in most villages at least 
four kinds are recognized. Each plough-plot was therefore 
made to include samples of each kind in proper proportion ; 
and hence it consisted^ not of a compact block, but of small, 
often tiny, plots scattered about. To secure the operation 
of the system, the village was first divided into lots, called 
' mord;,' of equal value ; and each ^ mora ’ was subdivided 
into ‘ ploughs,’ the mora being worked by a group of fellow 
castemen as far as possible. In order further to ensure 
equality, there was a periodical redistribution, called 
‘ lakhdz-batta,’ which has not yet wholly disappeared b If 
cultivation increased, or the number of holders of a lot, so 
that the revenue responsibility became unequally dis- 
tributed, the headman (patel or gaontiy^) assembled the 
people and made a redistribution 

Colonel Agnew, whose name is still gratefully remem- 
bered, was the first British Superintendent, and had 
maintained the native system, merely freeing it from 
abuses, and insisting that the patels should not exact more 
than was set down in the distribution list sanctioned by the 
Superintendent. On the lapse, in 1854, triennial Settle- 
ments were resorted to, tiU the regular Settlement, in 
The revenue continued to increase. 


^ This is an exceedingly curious 
fact * here the method adopted to 
ensure revenue - payment is much 
the same as that followed by the 
old ^ republican ' tribes when they 
adopted the bhaiachara allotment 
of village lands, or the bighadto 
system as it is otherwise called. 

^ Here note the principle of ex- 


change which we shall again notice 
among the tribes occupying land 
on the north-western frontier of 
the Panjab. It is a remarkable 
fact that, in both instances, the 
plan is not observed in the oldest 
colonies or settlements, but in 
comparatively late times. 
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(D) Sambalpur. 

To the extreme west of Chhattlsgarh is the district of 
Sambalpur, having affinities with the Orissa States ; it is a 
jungle country, and had also been under a Hindu dynasty of 
a different race from the preceding. 

It is a rice country ; only here rice is transplanted^ where- 
as in Chhattlsgarh it is sown broadcast. The cultivated 
part is everywhere isolated, surrounded by jungle-clad hills. 
The Marath^s took the district in 1797; but, by British 
intervention, it was restored to the old dynasty in 1817, and 
so continued till it escheated to the British power in 1849. 
The Raja regarded the village headmen (Gaohtiyas) as 
‘thekadars,’ or mere lessees for revenue purposes. Here 
the system was a periodical lease, at a fixed amount, 
which was, however, indirectly raised by the levy of a fine 
or nazarana at each renewal. The increase was partly 
recovered from the raiyats, by raising their rent or pay- 
ment, but was mostly paid by the headman, whose ‘ sir ’ 
(locally called ‘ bhogra ’) holding was left out of count in 
distributing the ordinary revenue-assessment over the 
village lands. 

The land was valued on a plan resembling the Nagpur 
system, by a relative value, or ‘katbaral ’ ; the holding was 
reckoned in size according to the quantity of seed which it 
took to sow it, that being the only known method of calcu- 
lating area. The ‘ embanked rice cultivation ' was (in early 
times) alone assessed ; ‘ at,’ or uncultivated dry cultivation, 
was not reckoned This valuation, however, was not annu- 
ally varied as in the Nagpur country. Mr. Fuller attributes 
the diflerence to the incidence of the assessments. ^ In the 
Nagpur country the assessment was so heavy as to be 
um'ealizable unless every man paid his full share, whereas 

1 In Vol. Ill it will be found was also measured by the quantity 
that this was the method on the of seed required. So do primitive 
west coast of South India. There methods repeat themselves in widely 
also, only rice cultivation was different localities and among peo- 
reckoned, casual dry cultivation pies, now different, but whose origin, 
being regarded as a supplementary if it could be traced, may really 
matter not to be counted on. Land have been identical. 
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in Sambalpur it was extraordinarily Hght, falling at less 
than two annas per cultivated acre.’ 

On the escheat, the ^ nazarana ’ was abandoned ; a trien- 
nial Settlement was made at a slight enhancement, and then 
five years’ leases. In 1858, the same leases were renewed ; 
and a regular Settlement (recently expired) was commenced 
in 187Z. For part of this period the district was disturbed 
by the rebel Surendar Sai, with whom the people took 
part. A long discussion also arose as to what form of 
Settlement should be adopted. 

(E) Mmar. 

In the opposite (west) corner of the province is this 
district, which has a separate history. It is distinguished 
by having been under the Muhammadan (Dakhan) rule. 
It then passed to Sindhia. One portion was made over to 
British management in i8!iO-i^5; the portion adjoining 
Hushangab^d was added in 1844; and the whole, with 
certain small additions, was ceded in full sovereignty by 
treaty in i860. 

This district (and a strip of Wardh^, which had been 
under the Niz^m) are the only parts of the territory which 
had been long under Muhammadan rule ; they are marked 
by the survival of hereditary village and pargana officers 
enjoying ‘^watan’ rights, — described in some detail in the 
chapters on the Bombay Presidency. 

‘ Nimar ’ [writes Mr. Fuller] ^ has now dropped out of special 
consideration, but for a long period it occupied a position some- 
thing resembling that now occupied by Egypt. It held the 
key of the communication between Upper India and the 
Bakhan. The range of hills and jungles which stretches 
right across the Indian peninsula from the Bay of Bengal to the 
plains of Gujarat, is at its narrowest width in Nimar, and is 
broken by an opening commanded by the fortress of Asfrgarh, 
beneath the walls of which the Mughal armies of Akbar and 
his successors marched and countermarched in their expedi- 
tions for the conquest of Southern India,’ 

The northern part of Nimdr belonged to the Ghori king- 
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dom of Malwa ; the southern, to that of Khandesh, under 
the Fardkhi king, who reigned at Burhanpur. In 1600 a.d. 
both passed under the Delhi Empire. In 1720 the district 
was seized by the Nizam, but, twenty years later, began to 
fall into the hands of the Mard,tha Peshw^. By him it was 
bestowed on Sindhia and others. In 1819 Asirghar was 
stormed by a British force, and certain parganas were 
annexed. I'he rest of the district remained with Sindhia 
till i8i^5 and 1844, as above stated 

§ The Muhammadan System, 

The Muhammadan system was that of ‘-^k^abandi/ or 
fixed assessment at area rates, representing one-third of 
the produce valued in monfey. The assessment was in 
detail on each cultivated field in the village, and the total 
of the village assessments was the tanhhd of the pargana 
The ‘ tankh 4 ’ was not fully collected, but only on lands 
actually cultivated^. In short, the system was purely 
raiyatwari. 

§ 3. Effect of the Mardthd Rule, 

The short Maratha rule did not alter the system ; but, as 
usual with Oriental conquerors, a change was effected by 
levying additional ‘ cesses.’ At first, a ‘ sirdeshmukhi ’ 
(overlord’s right) was added, at about 10 per cent, of the 
revenue. ^And further cesses, under the name of “patti,” 
were gradually superadded, until, at the commencement of 
the present century, the Mughal assessment was a mere 
name, swamped amongst a multiplicity of additional cesses 
that formed the total of the land-revenue demand 
pargana oflScer (kamavisdar) was responsible for tha-lspip- 
sum assessed on his pargana, and as long as he paid .that, 
“ruler's ' did not care what extortion he practised. As 
the Khandw^ pargana petitioned , in 1803-4,/ the pargana 
officer^, Patels, . . . and officials are pleased and thriviug, 
but the raiyats are plundered.’ 

^ Nim^r S. i?., § 126. Mughal assessment of 4I lakhs and 

2 But this perhaps accounts for that now realized — 1| lakhs, 
the great difference between the ® B, E., §§ 153-155. 
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§ 4. The British System,. 

When the parganas came under charge in 182,5, sl period 
of ‘ farming' was kept up for about twenty years. Offers 
were made to the patels and to many outsiders, and who- 
ever was satisfied with the smallest margin over the sum 
payable to Government, got the lease 

The leases or farms were for five years. After two such 
periods, Kanapur and Beria were leased for a third quin- 
quennial period, but the rest of the tract was settled for 
fifteen years. 

The hereditary patels and others held their ^watan,' 
w’^hethcr or not they engaged for the village. This Settle- 
ment was unfortunate ; prices fell, and large remissions had 
’ to be made. The great difficulty was to keep the raiyats 
on the lands. ‘ It reads,’ says the Settlement Officer, ^ like 
a satire on later discussions about cultivators’ rights of 
occupancy, to hear that at this time, written leases were 
executed by the raiyats, not to secure them in the occupancy 
of their holdings, but that they should he at liberty to give 
I them up when they pleased^. In 1845, the Settlement 
* broke down altogether. 

/ As regards this system of leasing, it is to be noted, that, 
though the leases were put up to auction, in entire disregard 
"l of the ' rights ’ of the pdtel, the position of the raiyats was 
(jealously regarded : ‘ for a long time past, it has been quite 
a raiyatwari system, in spite of the villages being rented, 
and whether rented to their own patels or to strangers ®.’ 
\A. ‘jamabandi’ or rent-roll was prepared for each village, 
"land the farmers were debarred from any enhancement of the 
^ cultivator’s payments therein entered. 

After 1845, a period ensued in which the Government 
officers held on what was called * the khdlsa system,’ i. e. 
/made collections direct from the cultivators, with the aid 
/of the patels as village managers, who were allowed 5 per 
^cent. on the land-revenue. This system was regarded as 

^ See Ni'mar S. JS , § 172. 2 

® S. B,, § 174 and § 160. 
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, temporary, and in 1847 orders were issued for its discon- 
tinuance^. Of course the idea was to make joint- village 
Settlements (mauzawar, in revenue language). This neces- 
sitated creating a property in the soil, making it heritable 
and transferable without reference to Government ; but it 
was to he created on condition of a joint responsibility for 
‘ the. revenue. 

The old resident cultivators are here called junadars 
No doubt these were exactly in the same condition as those 
who, in Bombay, would be raiyats on the ^ survey-tenure.’ 
They were, in fact, the usual old raiyatwaii village-groups, 
over whom- no direct landlord class had grown up ; they 
therefore held to their own individual right, but had no 
idea of forming a joint-body with co-sharing rights over an 
entire area. The patels were put aside as regards any 
claims to being proprietors. Failing the cherished plan of 
making the jun^,d&s into a joint community (apparently 
on the severalty-enjoyment or pattidan model), the orders 
went on to say that the jiinadar should be regarded as 
owner of his own holding, but with the patel as ^ superior 
proprietor.’ The jtin^dars would have none of the joint 
responsibility and, therefore, -the proposal to create pro- 
prietary village bodies fell to the ground. A Settlement 
y^as then made, in 1847, for certain parganas and villages, 
for twenty years, while the rest continued to be held 
fkhd lsa.. The Settlement that was made called no one pro- 
prietor in terms ; and the Settlement Officer of the current 
Settlement notices that in the forms of the ' muntakhib ’ — 
one of the documents of the Settlement in the old North- 
Western Provinces form — the column for ‘ name of pro- 


^ The district was then under the 
JSTorth-Western Provinces, and in 
those days a ‘raiyatwari' system 
was there held in something like 
abhorrence. 

^ Prom juna (H.) = old. 

^ Another of the many proofs that 
a real joint interest in a common 
area extending over a whole village 
is not always the true historical 
form of landholding in India. The 
strong joint claim arises where 


there is a tubal family or a body of 
descendants of a chief or grantee, 
who claim to be lords of every inch 
of the petty domain — one or moie 
villages. This remains joint until 
it is split up into seveialties or into 
severalties with a certain portion of 
common. Even then, though the 
enjoyment becomes sepaiate, there 
is the spirit of union as to owner- 
ship of the entire area 
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prietor' was studiously left blank, except in the case of 
mu’^fiddrTfgrantees of fields revenue-free). It was further 
remarked that no one thought they had got rights under 
the, Settlement ; no malguzar exercised any rights of a land- 
owner, nor did alienations take place 

The condition of the two southern parganas (Zainfibad and 
Manjrud) which remained under Sindhians government till 
1 860, was different. At first the parganas suffered heavily 
by the location there of Sindhia’s great army, and by a 
severe famine which (after 1803) nearly desolated the Tapti 
Valley. In these parganas the great object was to induce 
cultivators to stay and to restore the country, so the Mughal 
assessment was respected and revenue demands kept mode- 
rate. ^ The result of this has been the preservation, in an 
extraordinary degree, of the " ancient ” Mughal institutions.'" 
[They are really ancient Hindu forms adopted by the Mu- 
ghals, and more easily traced in Mann than in any record 
of Akbar, or the earlier Muhammadan authorities,] ' The 
establishment of hereditary pargana and village officers was 
nearly complete ; the raiyats have a firm and undisputed 
hereditary title in their holdings.’ N aturally , when arrange- 
ments were made for a regular Settlement, the state of 
'things was favourable. Arrangements for the last (un- 
expired) Settlement were made in 1864. 

(F) Sironcha. 

This tract consists of the small patches of open country 
along the left bank of >the Godavari. They are separated 
by the intervention of a piece of the Bastar State territory. 

Certain district officials of the Nizam’s government, 
called ‘ sirdesmukh,’ had had the management, and, on 
cession, in i860, were found entitled to be recorded as 
‘ superior proprietors ’ of the three eastern talukas (as the 
subdivisions are here called), and full proprietors of the 
Sironcha taluka. Irrigated land had been assessed formerly 
by the area^ and non-irrigated by ploughs. Annual leases 

^ S. JR,f §§ 220-222. 
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were granted, showing the number of ploughs held and the 
rate per plough. The fixed revenue was called ^ Ain-qaul,’ 
but there were many extra cesses. The practice was to 
have the revenue paid before the crops were removed. In 
i860, a summary Settlement at rates below the Nizam's 
was made^ and continued till the last regular Settlement. 


Section II. — The Settlements of 1863-75, 

KEOENTLY EXPIEED. 

The regular Settlements, which have recently expired, 
were distinguished from those which preceded them by the 
general conferment of a proprietary right on the malguzar 
(i e. a generic term for the people who farmed the revenues 
— who were either strangers, Court favourites, and others, or 
the patels, or natural headmen of the villages, who might 
or might not have obtained the farm). 

It has been mentioned that, in 1846-47, the attempt was 
made to introduce this principle into Nimar. In 1854, 
it was also introduced into the ‘ Sdgar and Narbada 
territories,’ then under the North-Western Provinces 
Government. ^The intention w;as proclaimed ‘ to make 
another twenty years’ Settlement, and to confer the zamin- 
Jari (proprietary) right on such persons as may appear to 
have the best right to such a gift, either from their having 
long field possession, or from their having, since the cession, 
brought estates in their possession into cultivation, and 

regularly paid the Government demand on them 

Every proprietor will enjoy the free right of transfer or 
division.’ These orders were extended to the Nimar dis- 
trict by orders of X9th December, 1864. In i860, the 
Government of India (who held the direct supervision) 
instructed the local authorities of the Nagpur country and 
of Chhattisgarh, that there also proprietary right should be 
conferred on the m^lguzars, ^ so far as it can be carried out 
without prejudice to the rights of others.’ The detail of 
these orders properly belongs to the chapter on Tenures ; it 

YOL, II. c e 
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is sufficient here to state the fact, as, of course, the grant 
carried with it the right to hold the Settlement. 

These orders applied to all the districts of the Nagpur and 
Chhattisgarh divisions except Sambalpur. For the last- 
named district, in 186:^, a proclamation (by the Chief 
Commissioner) was made, extending the same orders ; but, 
as will be noticed more particularly under the head of 
‘ Tenures,’ circumstances prevented the orders being carried 
out, and they eventually were applied, in a modified form, 
to confer a proprietorship on the headmen, in their home- 
farms only, with certain other rights in the village 
generally, as Settlement-holders. 

The^ grant of these proprietary-rights was admittedly a 
mistake ^ in many cases ; and in Nim^r and in Chanda the 
^Shtees were considered to have so little right to treat the 
Cultivators in any degree as their ^ tenants,’ that .serious 
proposals were made to modify the Settlements. 

It should, however, be observed that (apart from the 
special case of Sambalpur) this conferment of proprietary 
right was far from unrestricted. Government reserved its 
right to all mines and quarries and to all large forests con- 
taining useful timber ; and ‘ where large tracts of uncultivated 
land exist, the Government reserves a right to dispose of 
them as it thinks proper But, perhaps, the most import- 
ant reservation was that of the rights of persons other than 
the malguzar. The mistake of the Bengal Permanent 
Settlement was carefully avoided. The reader is already 
familiar with the plan which, if not exactly conformable to 
juristical definition, or even logical, is still practical, namely, 
that of creating diflferent grades of proprietorship — allowing 
a man to be full proprietor of his own holding without 
being proprietor in the sense of having any rights over the 
village at large, or any voice in its management and general 
profits. This plan was early resorted to in the Central 

^ See Resolution of Q(ycemment of ing to these districts a system of 
India (No. 526, dated 21st June, Settlement foreign to the tenures of 
1875) in the printed Chanda eorre- the country and unsuitable to the 
spondence. ' It is clear that a people," &c. 
serious mistake was made in apply- 2 Proclamation of 1854. 
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Provinces districts. Cultivators who had been in posses- 
sion of their holdings since 1840, were declared to be full 
proprietors of their holdings, as early as 1853. For these 
the term ‘ malik-maqbuza ’ (= owner of that which is pos-- 
sessed) was adopted, and will be met with in other places, 
e. g. in the North Panjab. 

But there were other classes of tenants to whom permanent 
but lesser rights belonged; and, after long discussion, it 
was determined (in 1865) that ^absolute occupancy-rights ’ 
(no liability to ejectment at the will of the proprietor, and 
free from enhancement of rent during the term of Settlement) 
should be conferred on some, while ordinary or ^conditional’ 
(shartiya) occupancy-rights were conferred on others 

The detail of these rights will more naturally be recorded 
under the head of ‘ Tenures.’ The rights were secured by 
the document — signed by the malguzars, and, of course, 
binding them — which was one of the records of Settlement, 
called the ‘ w^jib-ul-’arz ’ (literally ^ points necessary to be 
represented’). These still exist The status of tenants 
is now also secured by the Central Provinces Tenancy Act 
IX of 1883, of which more will be said hereafter. 


§ I. General Reflections on the Mdlguzdri 
Settlement 


The foregoing considerations will illustrate the remark 
that the ‘MlLauzAEt Settlement ’ ^ is *one which ' com- 
bines^leMures from Bengal with features from the North- 
"West.’ The Bengal feature is the artificial conversion of 
^ ihalguzdrs ’ (whether old patels or revenue-farmers) into 
proprietors of villages. The North-Western feature is, (i) 
the Bettrement of the revenue in a lump-sum for the entire 


^ These terms were used with 
reference to the doubt whether 
Act X of 1859, which was put in 
force, would be continued perma- 
nently or not. It was intended that 
the best entitled tenants should be 
^ absolutely " protected — no matter 
what formal change of law occurred: 
others were left dependent on what 
the law might eventually be. 


^ In 1885, a volume of transla- 
tions of specimen forms of wajib- 
ul-"arz, adopted at the Settlements 
of 1863-75, was printed by G-overn- 
ment. 

® Bejport on the Moral and Material 
Progress of India j presented to Parlia- 
ment, 1882-83 (printed 1885), 
p. 1 12. 


C C 2 
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yillage — which, in revenue language, has become a ' zamin- 
d^-ri ’ village (i. e. a landlord-tenure by one man, or by a 
group of his sons and successors) — and {2) the careful 
measux'ement and survey of the land, the record of all 
classes of rights, both as regards proprietors and tenants. 
In the Central Provinces, the grant of the proprietorship 
to mdlguzars is now — regarding it as a measure of uniform 
applicabihty — almost universally admitted to have been a 
mistake. Not only has an actual raiyatwdri system been 
adopted in certain tracts, as presently mentioned (see p. 438, 
post), but the Government has applied the best remedy in 
its power, by taking the utmost care of subordinate rights, 
as fortunately it was most fully entitled to do by the 
guarded terms of the proclamation conferring proprietary 
rights. In all cases there has been a more or less liberal 
recognition of the old cultivators, either as plot-proprietors 
' — ^ malik-maqbuza/ i. e. persons having proprietary right 
as far as their own holdings are concerned — or as occupancy- 
tenants. And, even then, the other tenants have not been 
left to be rackrented ; they have been protected by law as 
regards the enhancement of their rents ; and the number of 
' tenants-at-will ’ has been reduced to a minimum — being 
chiefly such tenants as are employed on the proprietor’s 
home-farm, or on new lands cultivated under special 
I contract since the first Settlement 

The ' malguzari ’ Settlement, therefore, presents this 
feature — that we have here a system of landlords, with 
tenants over a large proportion of whom they have no 
i^power of enhancement or interference 

§ 2. Other Features of the Settlement 

‘ Next to the grant of the proprietary right,’ writes Mr. 
Fuller, ^the most distinctive feature in the orders under 
which the [last] Settlements were made, was the great 

^ The Land Acts define the extent all the new land. This will be de- 
of the lands entitled to the privileges scribed later. 

of sir or home farm, and also limit ^ See vol. i. Chap. V. Appendxx 
the power of the proprietor to absorb p, 383 (par. 44), 
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reduction in the share of the assets to be taken by Govern- 
ment.’ In the Sagar-Narbada districts, 66 per cent, had 
formerly been taken ; but now, the ^ Saharanpur rules of 
1855’ (incorporated in the later edition of the celebrated 
Directions of Mr. Thomason) were declared to be ap- 
plicable to the assessments. These ‘ limited the demand of 
the estate to 50 per cent., or one-half of the average net 
assets^ with the caution that ‘ it is not meant by this, that 
the revenue of each estate was to be fixed at one-half of 
the net average assets, but that in taking these assets with 
other data into consideration, the Collector will bear in 
mind that about one -half, and not two-thirds as heretofore 
.... should be the Government demand.’ The same rule 
was adopted for Nimar, except that there it was expressly 
stated that the half-asset principle should not be considered 

absolutely prescribed 

In Chhattisgarh and the Nd^gpur country, the orders (2^8th 
June, i860) expressed that the ‘true gross rental of each 
estate having been ascertained by careful inquiry, the 
Governor-General in Council would be disposed to allow 
the malguzars, in all cases, at least 40 per cent, for ex- 
penses of management and proprietary profits^ and to 
.extend the limit, in certain cases, even to 50 per cent. 

In Sambalpur these orders underwent great modification,§ ** 
owing to the peculiarity of the old system already 
mentioned. 

At this Settlement also, a survey with maps and records, 
was, for the first time, carried out. The work was very 
rapidly, and not very accurately done, but it served its 
purpose originally. 

§ 3. Old Method of Assessment. 

I doubt if it is now worth while to recall, in any detail, 
the method of assessment adopted in the Settlements of 

^ Nimar , § 236. Mr. Fuller joyed by the m^lguz^r for the time, 
points out that this oi'der for redue- but what it might be, when the 
tion was partly due to the term, rents were enhanced to a proper 
assets being used in a wider sense, standard. 
i.e. not dnly the actual income en- 
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1863-75. But a general account may be given. The first 
step was to select circles (' chak where the conditions 
were fairly equal. In these circles certain classes of soil 
were usually selected 

General considerations suggested that, as a whole, the 
revenue could be enhanced, or needed reduction. In this 
way, regard being had to the revenue under former Settle- 
ments, there were pargana and village totals which could 
be assumed and then cheeked by the application of rates 
per acre for the difterent soils in each chak. It was at 
that time impossible to adopt completely the method of 
assessing on rent-SLSsets, described in the chapters on the 
North-Western system. 

The backwardness of cultivation, the large- extent of 
waste, the habit of taking lump-rents on entire holdings 
— and those settled on anything but commercial principles 
— made the determination of rent-rates an uncertain and 
difficult business. The village rent-rolls were rarely satis- 
factory guides, and rates decided on after personal inquiry, 
could only be approximate. The general plan was that 
described as the ‘ aggregate to detail method ’ (see p. 43, 
ante) — suggesting, on general considerations, a total en- 
hancement on the pargana, and then working backwards 
by distributing the total over the villages and over the 
holdings, till it appeared that fair rates were given by the 
proposed total. In order to test the rates, circle rent-rates 
and produce-estimates were used, as a check upon each 
other. The former were got for the different classes of soil, 
by analysis of rents paid in specimen villages in the circle, 
by personal inquiry, by returns of the rents paid in revenue- 
free estates ; and in the later Settlements, by comparison 
with the rates already used elsewhere ; the rates were also 
used as an indication of the rental which might fairly be 

^ When these were used, there both under irrigated and unirri- 
were four : (i ) black soil, (2) lighter gated ; in others, iirigated land 
black soil, (3) light shallow soil formed a class by itself. In Nimar, 
more or less mixed with stones, (4) land was assessed on its unirrigated 
sandy or stony soil of poor quality. aspect and a water-rate added for 
In a few districts these wei'e used irrigation. * 
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obtained by enbancement. *The produce-estimates gave the 
outturn of each crop upon each kind of soil, the Govern- v 
ment share being rarely above one-sixth. From these data 
the assessment was determined, with allowance for the 
circumstances and revenue-history of the village, and for 
the other general considerations which universally guide 
the assessing officer. 

The jungle-produce of the waste allowed to be included 
in each estate, was regarded as an asset. For prospective 
cultivation of culturable waste, a separate assessment was 
not recorded ; but, in some cases, a small rate was added 
per acre of waste likely soon to be broken up. It hap- 
pened, however, that jungle-produce had but little value at 
the time when the first Settlements were made ; the country 
had not been opened up by roads and railways ; there was 
consequently no market 

Mr. Fuller gives the following explanation of the different 
'rates’ calculated out and used as checks or means of 
comparison : — 

' It will be well to allude here to the character of the various 
considerations which were used by Settlement Officers as guides 
in fixing the revised revenue. These may be enumerated 
as — , 

■^) The soil-rate or revenue. 

The plough revenue. 

^(3) The produce revenue. 

The average incidence of revenue per cultivated acre. 

‘ "(5) The existing assets as returned by the patwaris. 

(6) The supposed or corrected assets. 

(7) The existing revenue. 

' These guides are by no means enumerated in the order of 
their importance. Those on which some officers placed most 
reliance were the three mentioned last — 

^ I am informed, however, that the produce of the waste. Oases, 
this was not always the case. In again, have been mentioned to 
the Bhandara district, there are me in which the jungle-produce 
cases in which the Aessment is afterwards became so valuable as 
high as compared with the eulti- to cover, or more than cover, the 
vated area ; and the increase was entire revenue-payment, 
due to allowance for the value of 
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^ (i) The ‘‘^soil-rate rentaV^ or ‘^revenue’’ was obtained by 
multiplying the cultivated area under each soil in a 
village, by a rent-rate or revenue-rate which was 
assumed to represent its real annual rental or revenue 
value. The scale of soil-rates varied a great deal in 
the case of different villages, and as a rule the first 
step towards this calculation was to throw the vil- 
lages into groups, or chaks,’^ for each of which a 
different scale of rates was adopted.’ 

This rate, I may add, appears to have been worked out 
in most districts, and to have been in general use ; it was 
obtained by various calculations of what was paid in the 
past and what probably would be paid in the near future. 
The other rates were worked out apparently chiefly to check 
the soil-rate, and to justify it in the reports. 

‘(2) The produce-revenue^’ was the revenue obtained by 
taking a share of the annual village produce as calcu- 
lated from the area under each crop and its average 
outturn and value. 

^ (3) The ^^plough-revenue” was obtained by multiplying the 
number of ploughs in a village by a figure which was 
supposed to represent the average annual rental pay- 
able by a plough, and taking half of the result to 
represent the revenue. The multiplier was as a rule 
obtained merely by dividing the rental of the chak,” 
by the number of ploughs in the chak. It therefore 
worked by applying to a particular set of circum- 
stances an average which was partly based on that 
set of circumstances, and was therefore to some extent 
an illustration of arguing in a circle. So far too as 
the soil-rates ” were derived from averages of exist- 
ing rents (as in most cases they professedly were), 
their use is open to the same criticism. 

^ (4) The use of the average incidence” of the revenue was 
to compare the village with the ^^chak’^ as a whole. 
The revenue proposed for the chak was divided by 
the total cultivated area of the chak, and the same 
process was gone through in the^ase of each village 
in the chak and the results compared. The guide 
was a very rough one. 
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^ It will be noticed that the use of the two last guides im- 
plied the framing of a revenue for the chali before the 
framing of a revenue for the village ; in fact, it im- 
plied assessment on the Maratha system of from 
“ aggregate to detail.” 

^(5 & 6) The existing assets'' were the assets as shown in 
the village papers of the time, and the supposed 
assets" were the assets obtained by examining the 
village papers and raising the rent recorded against 
the malguzar’s home farm or any privileged tenants, 
to a figure justified by competition rents paid in the 
village. 

^ These guides were for the most part prescribed by Colonel 
Hector Mackenzie in 1862, Ifnt the use which was made of 
them was very unequal ; some Settlement Officers religiously 
turning to them each in turn for a justification of their pro- 
posals, whilst others openly rejected most of them as abso- 
lutely useless. 

^ It will be observed from the above, that the assets ” on 
which the assessment was to be based were to be the “real 
assets ” and not merely the “ existing assets ” ,• or, in other 
words, a village was to be assessed according to the rent which 
the proprietor ought to receive if the tenants paid up to the 
full letting value of their land. It is obvious that an assess- 
ment on this assumption would justify in many cases a con- 
siderable increase in existing rents ; and it was accordingly 
provided that so soon as an assessment was announced opera- 
tions should be undertaken for facilitating the “ re-adjustment 
of rents.” An authoritative enhancement of rents by the 
Settlement Department was not permitted, and it was ex- 
pressly laid down that “rents must be left to adjust them- 
selves.” The new assessment was announced to the malguzte 
and raiyats, and they were then directed to settle amongst 
themselves the rental enhancements which could be fairly 
made, and when they had come to a decision, it was recorded 
by the Settlement Officer L’ 

^ Very little was, however, done, light, and over a large area of the 
and the enhancement of rents was province, there was actually a de- 
inconsiderable. The matter appears crease in revenue, so that the mal- 
not to have received much atten- guzars did not require any assistance 
tion and was left to subordinates. in raising rents. 

But in fact the revenue was very 
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• § 4. Results of the Settlement. 

LThe rejuWs of tjl:]L§.get^^ that, in a considerable 

number of districts, rent-rates varied enormously, without 
any apparent reason, except the favour of the malguzar or 
his necessities, according as his village was held at a low 
rate or had been run up to a higher figure by enmity or 
competitior^' 

§ 5. Percentage of Assets. 

The percentage of the ^corrected assets’ taken for 
Government varied considerably. In some cases it may 
seem high ; but it is very difficult to state really what it 
was, because in the older Settlements the assets were so 
loosely calculated and defined. 

The only result that seems certain is, that the incidence 
of the revenue on each acre of cultivated soil was eveiy- 
where low, and in some districts very low, whatever the 
percentage was made out to be. 

I In the Sagar districts, the incidence is ii*2 annas on the 
^cre. The percentage of assets taken by Government was 
54 or 51 per cent., according as we take the ‘ gross ’ revenue, 
including, that is, revenue assignments, or the net revenue, 
that is, the amount actually payable to Government. In 

i DAmoh, where the incidence is io*8 annas per acre, the 
percentage is 60, or 5(5. In Mandla, it is 65 per cent., 
although the incidence is only o, annas 8 pie per acre ! 
In Mmar, the percentage given is 75, and in Wardha and 
Nagpur 80, yet the incidence per acre is ii‘i annas in 
Nagpur, and only 9*7 annas in Wardha. 

This fact led to a good deal of correspondence about the 
applicability of the so-called ‘ half-assets rule’ to the Central 
Provinces Settlements. This will be better dealt with 
when we come to speak of the new method of Settlement 
adopted at the present revision, under which the first to 
come were the GhhatUsgarh districts; the rest will be 
gradually settled up to 1897. 
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§ 6. Resume of the First Settlements, 

Before describing the new method devised for the Settle- 
ments now being made, I cannot do better than conclude this 
notice of the first regular (and now expired) Settlements, 
by quoting a popular and clear account of the older 
method given in an article in the Pioneer (March 14th, 
1889):— 

^ At former Settlements the idea was to assess by valuation 
or appraisement. The Settlement Officer had the lands of a 
village measured up and classed. He then framed for each 
class of soil (or in some cases merely for the whole area taken 
in a lump) a rate which seemed to express its revenue-paying 
capacity, and by multiplying the areas by his rates he obtained 
the revenue which was primd facie fair. Assessment in those 
days went principally by judgment. The rates were obtained 
— or justified — by d priori reasoning of a kind not readily 
followed by outsiders, having reference to the average produce 
of the land and the share to which the State was on abstract 
grounds entitled, and often starting from no firmer basis than 
the traditional Eaja's sixth.” Comparatively little stress was 
laid on the income actually derived from the land by the people 
in possession. Indeed, it sometimes happened that an estate was 
assessed to a revenue which exceeded the whole of the income 
derived from it by the proprietor, and which reduced his pro- 
fits to a minus quantity. This is of course an extreme case, 
but the revenue demand not unfrequently left only a very 
small margin for proprietary profits. The theory was that the 
State fixed its revenue irrespective of the income which par- 
ticular proprietors, by good or bad management, might secure. 
It is true that in some Settlements the rents paid by tenants 
received very particular attention, and were analysed with the 
•greatest care. But the object in view was not so much to use 
these details of income as a basis for assessing the estates to 
which they related, as to turn them to account in justifying 
the rates which were adopted for groups of villages. Hence it 
was usual for detailed rental inquiries to be made in specimen 
villages only ; and it seems generally to have been assumed 
that, owing to understatement on the part of the proprietors, 
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it would be almost impossible to ascertain the income in all 

cases. 

‘ It must not, however, be concluded that the Settlement 
Officer followed mechanically the results of his revenue-rates. 
These results were always liable to modification from one or 
other of a variety of considerations. Some of these considera- 
tions were based on definite facts. If, for instance, a village 
was actually paying more than the revenue-rates yielded, its 
revenue was not necessarily reduced. But the considerations 
which exerted most influence were of a general nature, con- 
nected with the ability of a village to bear enhancement, 
arising from its security from, or liability to, accidents of 
season ; the poverty or well-being of its proprietors and similar 
circumstances, the discovery and appraisement of which de- 
pended on the Settlement Officer's local inquiries and judg- 
ment. Whatever be the method of land-revenue assessment, 
the judgment of the assessing officer must always be an import- 
ant factor. But in former Settlements the judgment of the 
Settlement Officer was not merely used as a corrective ; in the 
form of a generalization as to fair revenue-rates, it constituted 
the very basis of his procedure. The merit of this system was 
its logical completeness. Land was made liable to revenue in 
accordance with its hypothetical revenue-paying capacity, with- 
out regard to the system of management which was followed 
by particular proprietors. An assessment on income is always 
open to the charge of being an assessment on industry, and the 
work of Settlement Officers of the past was at all events free 
from this imputation. But the system was practically un- 
satisfactory owing to the grave inequality of its results from 
the proprietor's point of view. This is no doubt partly to be 
accounted for by the energy or apathy of particular proprietors ; 
but there is reason to believe that it was frequently due to the 
practical impossibility of arriving, on a priori grounds, at a 
fair valuation of land.’ 

Before proceeding to describe the new system of Settle- 
ment for the revision of those last current, I had better take 
the opportunity of giving brief information as to the im- 
portant question of the treatment of the waste lands. This 
was done once for all at the first Settlement, and is therefore 
stereotyped. After that, I will deal with the present 
method of Settlement, under the head of — 
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(1) The legal provisions of the Land-Revenue Act re- 

garding Settlement. 

(2) The Survey. 

(3) The rules and practice of assessment. 

Section III. — Teeatment of Waste and Foeest 
Lands at Settlement. 

§ I. Large Areas of Waste belonging to the State, 

In such a province as the one we are describing, this 
question was sure to be of first-rate importance- Not only 
are there great ranges of hills full of forest, but vast areas 
of waste land everywhere. 

From what has been said of India generally (Vol. I. Chap. 
IV. Sec. VL § 1 8), there can be no doubt that the unoccu- 
pied waste belongs to the State, and has always been so 
treated. This is true of all hill- ranges and wide extents of 
jungle country. Where, however, the waste is in the 
vicinity of inhabited villages, the area is locally known by 
the name of the adjoining village, and the question may 
be more doubtful. No doubt the people would use as much 
of it as was conveniently situated for grazing and for getting 
firewood and timber for building or for agricultural imple- 
ments. But their use of the natural products does not 
imply ownership of the soil. Hence in all Revenue- Acts 
the right of Government to deal with the waste is acknow- 
ledged, subject, of course, to just rights of user. 

In the Central Provinces, such a right would be more 
than usually prominent, when we reflect that the cultivators 
had hardly any acknowledged rights, even in their own 
cultivated holdings. 

§ Treatment of Estates under Chiefs or large 
Landowners, 

The Maratha districts having been founded by conquest 
on the territories of Karku and Gond Raj^s and chiefs in 
some parts, and on estates of Hindu Rajputs in others, there 
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were relics of tliese systems surviving, in the fact that 
certain chiefs (or rather their descendants) still retained 
various estates of different sizes. These were respected by 
our rule. In the Sagar and Narbada territories (more under 
the influence of the principles of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces), the chiefs, locally called Taluqdars, were made 
^'"proprietors of their own private villages, and were given 
only the superior right over the other villages. Otherwise, 
the revenue was settled village by village. In other parts 
of the province (those that escheated in 1854), the chiefs’ 
estates were called Zamindaris (and sometimes jagirs), and 
were differently treated. Sixteen of the larger ones were 
recognized as Eeudato ry States, and are, technically, foreign 
^territory. In them Government takes no revenue, but 
deceives a tr^hnie ; and, of course, all the wastes and forests 
•^belong to the chiefs. 

In the minor estates, a Settlement was made, the details 
varying ; the forests and waste were in general left to the 
‘ Zamindar,’ but under various restrictions, which I will 
presently notice. All this will be systematically dealt 
with and placed on a regular footing at the revised 
Settlement. 

These estates principally occur in four groups : — 

^(i) the Satpura group, including the jagirs of Hushang- 
abad and Chhindwara (one of them, the Makrai 
chief, is a feudatory) ; 

(ii) the Zamindars of Balaghat, Bhanddra, and Chanda, 
who hold the wild and hilly country between the 
Wainganga river and the Chhattisgarh plain ; 

(iii) the Chhattisgarh chiefs whose estates cover the 
hills and jungles that surround the plains of 
Raipur and Bildspur^; 

(iv) the Sambalpur chiefships 


^ Of these, seven are feudatoiy — 
Xawardh^, Sakti, Elhair^arh, Nan- 
dg^oh, Kank^r, BasMr, C]ib.uikha- 
d^n. 


^ Of tliese, also seven are feuda- 
tory — Knahandi, Patn^, Sonpur, 
Kehr^kol, Btor^ Stongarh, KiLi- 
garh. — ~ 
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What we are here concerned with is to notice the treat- 
ment of the forest and waste land. 

§ 3. Forest in Zam{nddri Estates. 

The original idea at the Settlement was to exclude and 
reserve, excess waste in Zamindari estates, exactly as was 
done in the ordinary malguzdri villages. But this did not 
prevail ; and in the end, the proprietary rights, which were 
formally granted to each Zamindar, were recognized as ex- 
tending to the whole of his estate, forest and cultivated. 
The sanads, however, contain provisions intended to secure 
the estates against wasteful felling of timber ^ ; moreover, it 
was determined that the forest portions of these estates 
should be settled separately from the cultivated portions, 
the land-revenue being fixed for terms of three years only, 
so as to be periodically subject to revision in case of waste- 
ful management. Full effect as to this policy was only 
given in the case of the Bhandara and BdUghat Zamindars, 
but the policy was to be enforced at the new Settlements. 

The opening of the railway works has made a consider- 
able change as regards these forests. Hills covered with 
timber that were once useless for want of a means of trans- 
port to market, are now available. And in some cases the 
illiterate Gond chiefs found it impossible to resist the 
temptation to sell whole hill-sides to contractors, who, in 
one case at least, cleared many miles of country, leaving 
the greater part of the timber to rot on the ground. 

The Land-Ke venue Amendment Act in 1889 made pro- 
vision for these cases. Section i!^4 A now provides that in 
any estate where the terms of Settlement bind the pro- 
prietor to manage his forests properly in accordance with 
‘ rules or instructions prescribed by any Government Officer,’ 
and he neglects the rules, the forest may be taken under 
direct management. The costs will be borne by the pro- 
prietor, but the net profits will be made over to him. 

^ For example, see the rules regarding the Eaipur and Bilaspur chiefs 
(Chmd^ S. B.f section 324, p. 180). 
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Contracts^ leases, and incumbrances on the forests will be 
voided during the management 

Section 46 of the Act, as amended, also enables the sepa- 
rate assessment on forest lands (above spoken of) to be 
framed in the form of rates chargeable on the results of 
management in each year. 

§ 4. Allotment of Waste in ordinary Village Estates. 

In ordinary village estates (as well as in mu’afi and 
ubari villages) the rule devised in i?> 6 % was (as in the 
Panjd,b) to grant a certain area of waste to the village for 
extension of cultivation and use as grazing ground, &c., and 
reserve the rest to Government^. The rule was that an 
area equal to ico per cent, as a minimum, and o^oo per cent, 
as a maximum, on the area of cultivated land should be 
given over to the village and included in the estate^, 

^ Mr. Crosthwaite explained the to the agreements, either express 
amended section thus: — ‘At the or implied, made by them at the 
last Settlement, proprietary rights last Settlement ; it defrauds the 
were in some cases granted in ’forest inhabitants of the village of their 

land, but the rights of the tenants right in the forest, causes a loss of 
to the use of the forest and to cut revenue to the G-overnment, and 
wood for the repairs of their houses may produce injurious effects on 
and for agricultural purposes were the rainfall and water-supply,* 
reserved, and generally the proprie- ^ It is hardly now of interest to 
tor was bound by the record-of- record in detail the earlier orders, 
rights or his sanad^ to manage the They are stated in Mr. Fuller’s note 
'forest properly and in accordance in Booh Circular No. XX of June, 
with the orders of the Government. 1887. The proclamation of 1854 
With the extension of railways and reserved only large stretches of 
the opening up of the country there waste and forest area, and this very 
has been a great rise in the value of partially ; for where such waste was 
timber and forest produce, and nominally included in a local mawsa, 
consequently a difficulty has been it was so to remain, and the portion 
for some years experienced in com- not really wanted by the village was 
polling the proprietors to act up to to be separated off and held by the 
their engagements and to preserve malguz^r not as his property but as 
their forests. Section 123 of the a farmer or thihadsir for Govern- 
present Act was intended to meet ment (or, as Mr. Eeade said in 1855, 
this difficulty ; but the power to ‘ in trust for Government ’). In 

fine a proprietor two hundred i860, however, attention was called 

rupees for cutting down a village to paragraphs 17 and 18 of the pro- 
forest is ineffectual. The proprie- clamation of 1854, and it was held 
tor can probably make ten times that this did not warrant large 

the amount of the fine by disre- areas of waste not wanted by the 

garding his obligations and cutting village, being given over as part of 
and selling the trees in the village the estate. Then came the definite 
forest. The destruction of these rules of 1862 spoken of in the text, 

forests by the proprietors is contrary ® This was called the ‘ dochanda * 
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Where the villages had already been mapped (as in Sagar) 
the excluded portion wa^s shown by a mere line on the map, 
which was not, and perhaps could not be^ really demarcated 
on the ground. In other districts (as Narsinghpur) the ex- 
clusion was effected by recording, as the property of Govern- 
ment, certain whole plots of land which had been measured 
as separate numbers ; and as the boundaries of such plots 
followed natural features on the ground, the limits of the 
excluded waste could be more easily identified. Where the 
Settlements were only taken in hand after the rules were 
issued, the excluded portion was simply not mapped at all ; 
the village boundaries only included the cultivated land 
and that portion of waste allowed as part of the estate of 
the proprietor. 

This last method is characterized as the worst, because, 
before measurement, the officers really did not know exactly 
what they were including or what they were reserving. The 
result has been that in Chanda and elsewhere, proper areas 
of waste were not left to the village, or not left in suitable 
position 


(twice as much) rule. See Appen- 
dix A to the old Settlement Code^ 
head 2, and Nicholls^ Digest of Circu- 
lars, vol. ii. Section XX, p. 595. 

^ It is sufficient to put in a foot- 
note a brief allusion to the cases 
where, in settling jungle tracts, it 
was not a matter of dealing with 
waste attached to known mauzas, but 
of finding small scattered hamlets 
in the midst of a great expanse of 
jungle. In such cases to have 
applied the ‘ dochanda ' rule would 
have only been to increase the 
village to a small plot. And there 
were cases also where the cultiva- 
tion shifted, a plot being cultivated 
one year and abandoned the next in 
favour of a now plot. 

The following is the text of the 
orders as they appear in the Digest^ 
of Circular LXXII of 1862 : — ‘ But 
these are . . . the instances where 
we should be specially careful to 
adhere to the principles adopted, of 
^^not relinquishing large areas of 
forest and waste to individuals in- 

D 


capable and unwilling to reclaim 
them.'' Accordingly, when a Settle- 
ment Officer meets with a village, 
represented, say, by a few Gond 
huts, and a few acres of cultivation, 
in the depths of a forest extending 
over several square miles more 01 
less, of hill and dale, he must not 
relinquish the proprietary right 111 
the whole forest, because, from the 
circumstances above instanced, and 
others similar to them, he cannot 
exactly decide on the rule by whicli 
the right should be confined to 
closer limits. It must be remem- 
bered that, although Government 
is willing to recognize proprietary 
right on the basis of possession, yet 
possessed land is defined as a rule 
to be cultivation, plus, on the maxi- 
mum scale, soo per cent, of uncul- 
tivated land ; and that there is no 
authority for granting proprietary 
rights on other grounds 

‘ There appear to be two ways of 
settling such eases : — Firstly, offer 
to recognize the proprietary right 

d 


TOL. II. 
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The blocks that were excluded from villages were, 
naturally, free from rights of user\ 

It should be pointed out that this reservation Avas not 
made with the policy of keeping large manageable areas of 
forest, so essential to the well-being of the country. On 
the contrary, the idea was that these areas should all be 
sold and colonized, perhaps by European capitalists. The 
rules for sale of waste lands, in 1862, however, met with very 
little success. In 1866, ‘ clearance lease rules’ were issued 
on modified terms. Some considerable areas were leased 
under these rules. But in 1872 the procedure was suspended 
(experimentally) for a time; and in the end the wiser policy 
of retaining the Government title was established. 

In Nirnar, Hushangabad, and Mandla there were special 
rules giving facilities for the extension of cultivation where 
necessary 

It was not till the Forest Act was passed (1878), that the 
greater part of the available waste was declared ‘ Eeserved 
(i. e. State) Forest.’ 

The circular of 1887, already alluded to, points out that 
the enormous area treated as State Forest, is not all suited 
for, or wanted for, forest purposes ; and, whenever there is 

in the cultivation, an appro- holders, or their heirs, shall have 
pnate amount of uncultivated land; the offer, which they now refuse, 
if the cultivation be scattered, act again made to them before any 

similarly, arranging the scattered such grant be concluded.* It would 

portions as chalts or outlying plots of appear that in cases where this was 

, the main portion, and exclude the done, the area was afterwards in- 
remainder. Secondly, if this is eluded in State Forests and then 
objected to, because the cultivation came to be looked on as ‘ patch 
shifts its locality, or on other cultivation inside the forest * (Book 
grounds, there seems to be no alter- Ccfcular XX of 1887'''. 
native but to reserve the superior ^ I do not, of couise, speak of 
proprietary right. Frame the as- concessions which may have been 
sessment as if the excess of waste allowed, or to such special rights as 
were excluded ; guaiantee posses- were granted, in the Balaghat dis- 
sion to the landholders as inferior trict, to certain settlers, who, in 
pioprietois or tenants, but reserve fact, contract to pay their revenue 
the power to include the grant of on the understanding that they arc 
the^ superiority of the land in to get free jungle-produce for their 
their possession, in the grant of own use, and free grazing in what 
any portion of the excessive 'waste is now ‘ Eeserved Forest * under the 
adjacent, which may, at any future Forest Law. 

time, be made to a third party ; ^ See Book Circular No. XV, dated 

providing, however, at the same 13th October, 1883. 
time, that they, the existing land- 
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a real demand for extension of cultivation, a portion can 
be given up. Tbe same can be done where originally there 
was too little waste left to villages; or where (as is inevitable 
in large demarcations rapidly effected) the boundaries first 
laid down prove inconvenient. The great advantage, how- 
ever^ of securing the forest area, while it is still abundant 
and free of perplexing rights, is, first, that a stop is put, by 
the legal act of ‘ reservation,’ to the growth of new rights 
and claims ; also that large and valuable areas are not 
hastily given away, as they have so often been in other 
provinces, without any adequate examination of their con- 
tents, or any prospective study of their value. Land can 
now be systematically given up (as in Mandla) when re- 
quired, without impairing the compactness and regularity of 
the permanent forest, and without parting with waste land 
that is more valuable for timber growth than for anything 
else ; at the same time the agricultural development of dis- 
tricts like Chdndd, where more than half the area is 
forest, is not prevented. 

§ 5. Rules for Waste and Forest included in Village 
areas and other Estates, 

Rules have been made to prevent injury to the country 
by the wasteful treatment of forest lands where such form 
parts of the area included an the village estates. They 
are recorded as terms of the ‘ wajib-ul-’arz.’ Certain valu- 
able trees are not to be cut without a reference to the 
Tahsildar. Where poles of sal, shisham (D. latifolia)^ and 
teak, are cut, one such of good growth, is to be left on each 
ICO square yards. Mohwa trees {Bassia latifolia) are to be 
respected. Subject to these rules, clearing for bond jide 
cultivation is not prohibited^. These rules being by 
agreement, there was originally no specific penalty for their 
breach ; but ' vigilant care on the part of the District Officer 

^ The rules in force at the time vised (1889) by a Committee, but 
I am writing, are appended to Cirm- it is highly probable that the matter 
lar XIV of 1868, Nicholls^ Digest, cannot be settled without resort to 
vol. i. p. 185. It is understood that legislation, 
these rules have recently been re- 

D d 
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and Tahsildars, should suffice to ensure a general adherence 
Act XVIII to them.’ Sec. 1^4. k. now applies equally to such cases 
sec, r24A. whether in Zammdari or in malguzan estates. If the 
Settlement agreement provides for the management of 
forest, and the conditions are not observed, the Government 
may assume the management of the forest and annul all 
sales, leases, &c., which militate against the proper manage- 
ment. 


§ 6. Legal Provision regarding Waste, 

The allotment of the waste having been already accom- 
plished under the rules laid down, all that was required in 
Sees. 40-2. the Eevenue Act was to provide that if, in the course of 
any Settlement, there appear tracts of land which have no 
owner (i.e. which do not appear to be lawfully owned or to 
have been definitely and properly included in a mabal or 
estate under the arrangements which I have described), 
a notification should be issued inviting claims. If it is 
found that some persons had enjoyed certain rights, but 
never had exclusive proprietary possession, then a portion 
of land may be given to the claimant (or some other form 
of compensation), so as to get rid of his rights over the rest. 
This is very nearly the same as the North-Western Pro- 
vinces law. 


§ 7. Law of the Old Settlements, 

The earlier Settlements were made before the Land- 
Revenue Act was passed ; hence it was necessary to pro- 
Chap. VII, vide in Chapter VII, that they were to be taken as if 
* they had been made under the Act In order to secure 


^ It is unnecessary for the student 
to trouble himself about the details 
of the legal basis of the older 
Settlements. It is sufficient, for 
practical purposes, to say that the 
procedure was prescribed by a num- 
ber of circular orders and rulings 
which were collected together in 
what is sometimes called the Settle- 
ment Code of 1 863. But the collection 
was neither precise, systematic, nor 
complete. The Statement of Objects 
and Reasons, prepared at the time of 
the Revenue Bill being introduced, 


says : ‘ Throughout a considerable 
portion of the country, there is 
little or no law regarding the Settle- 
ment ; and the collection of revenue 
beyond what may be considered to 
be established by ancient usage. In 
some parts it is doubtful how far 
any written law applies ; and else- 
where the only law is either the 
' spirit ' of certain old Regulations 
of the Bengal Code, or half-forgotten 
rules which owe their binding force 
to the Indian Councils Act.’ 
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a reasonable finality to the decision of matters determined 
by these Settlements, it is provided that all claims to pro- Sec. 
prietary right in land, which were expressly decided to be 
invalid or inferior to the claims of others in whose favour 
an award was made, are now barred, and no civil suit will 
be allowed to reopen the question. Where the award was 
to a widow, it is to be taken that the widow has no greater 
right than she would have, under her own personal law, if 
the award had been in favour of her husband, and she had 
thereon succeeded to him by inheritance. A person whose 
claim was not expressly decided, may resort to the Civil 
Court, and prove his claim on certain grounds defined. 

The last clause in the chapter relates to certain claims of 
‘ plot-pi'oprietors ’ (m^lik-maqbtiza) which were doubtfully 
or erroneously dealt with — namely, their right to share in 
the waste land appropriated to the estate in which the plots 
lie. The Chief Commissioner is, in fact, empowered to put 
such matters on a proper, equitable footing, the record 
notwithstanding. 



CHAPTER 11. 


Sec. 27. 


Sec. 28. 


Secs. 29- 
38. 

See 39. 

Sec. 45. 


THE NEW SETTLEMENTS. 

Sect. I. — The Law of the Settlement, 

§ I. Legal Provisions regarding Survey and Settlement 

The Land-Eevenue Act (XVIII of 1881), as amended by 
ActXVI of 1889, empowers the Government to notify^ that 
a revenue-survey is to be made in any local area. This 
gives the survey- agents the power of entry on the land, of 
erecting marks, and doing ^all other acts necessary for 
making the survey.' 

And when a local area has to be settled, the Chief Com- 
missioner (with sanction of the Governor-General) again 
issues a notification defining the area and specifying the 
operations (e. g. whether assessment or a record-of-rights, or 
both). 

The appointment of Settlement Officers and their powers 
(including the appointment of a Settlement Commissioner) 
are also provided for. When the Settlement is over, its 
legal termination is known by the fact that a notification 
declaring completion is issued. 

§ Q,. Boundaries. 

The Act gives the usual power to the Settlement Officer to 
require the proprietor to erect such boundary-marks, as he 
(the Settlement Officer) thinks necessary, to define the limits 

^ By ‘ notify, notification,' &c , tlie notification is made known on 
notification in the official GazettQ of the spot by yernacular notices con- 
the proYince is, of course, intended. spicuonsly posted. 

In such cases as that first mentioned, 
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of lands, mahals, and fields, i.e. both interior and exterior 
boundaries. The allusion to ‘ mahals ' is with reference to 
the fact that it may be desirable to assess different parts 
of a property in different ways, and to have a separate 
assessment on each ; as, for instance, in an estate where 
there is much forest-land ; here the cultivated area may 
form a mahal assessed in one way, and the forest may be 
another mahal separately assessed in another way. If the See see. 43. 
proprietor does not obey the order within the fixed time, 
the Settlement Officer may erect or repair such marks, and 
may recover the cost against the person, or, if against 
several persons, in such proportions from each as he thinks 
fit. 

Nothing is said about survey beyond the simple and 
sufficient provision, already mentioned, viz. that when a 
local area was notified as under Settlement, that, ipso facto ^ 
gives the survey party the right of entering on the land, 
and of carrying on their work. 

§ 3. Assessment in its Legal Aspects. 

Chapter V deals with this matter. Every mahdl is to 
have its separate sum assessed on it. Section 47 is import- Chap. V, 
ant as requiring the Governor-Generars sanction to the 
‘ instructions ’ which the Chief Commissioner gives to the 
Settlement Officer — 

(а) As to the principle on which land-revenue is to be 

assessed ; 

(б) as to the sources of miscellaneous income to be 

taken into account in the assessment. 

Section 48 provides that all land in the mahal is a source Sec. 48. 
of income to be taken into account. To this the following 
are the exceptions : — Land sold under Waste Land Rules 
revenue-free; land redeemed; land which is excluded as See sec. 
being the site of a town, or land from which the owner can 
derive no profit and which is marked off accordingly ; land 
which is held revenue-free; and land which is exempted 
by authority from assessment. 
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Agreeably to the Village or Mahal Settlement system, the 
Sec. 49. law prescribes that the engagement is made with the pro- 
prietor or with the whole body of proprietors (through their 
representative ‘ lambardd^r ’) of the mahal. A mortgagee in 
possession is settled with in lieu of the proprietor who has 
Sec. 49, last thus excluded himself^. If there are inferior and superior 
SeT!f9. proprietors, both interested in the whole estate^ the Act pro- 
vides that the Chief Commissioner is to determine with 
whom the Settlement shall be made, and how the pro- 
prietary profits are to be shared. If the superior is settled 
with, a sub-Settlement must be made with the inferior 
See. 50. (through representatives called ‘ sub-lambardto ') on behalf 
of the superiors. If the Settlement is made with the in- 
ferior, the Settlement Officer determines whether the dues 
of the superior are to be paid to him direct by the inferior, 
Sec, 51. or through the Government treasury 

Sec. 50. It will be observed that the Act draws a distinction as 
regards sub-Settlements, between estates where there are 
two classes of proprietors co-existing, i. e., each with a cer- 
tain interest covering the whole estate (as, e.g. a Taluqdar as 
superior owner, and the original village-owners who have 
yet maintained their position as inferior proprietors over the 
whole), and those where there is only one recognized general 
proprietor of the estate, but still certain individuals are 
mdlik-maqbuza or proprietors of their individual holdings 
under him. The term malik-maqbuza ’ does not include 
inferior proprietors in the former sense 
Sec 55. A special provision in these provinces, enables the 
Settlement Officer to make an order in writing, that a 
proprietor who fails to sign his qabuliyat (accepting the 
Settlement) or to signify his refusal within a reasonable 
time, shall be deemed to have accepted. 

In case of a refusal to engage, if there is only one class 
of proprietor, the estate may be held direct by Govern- 

^ This is so in all provinces. vinces system ^ is followed. 

^ All these principles will be ^ See the Act ; definition clause 
recognized as marking the system. (section 4, No. 10). A sub-Settle- 
They are all to be found in the ment may be made (when necessary) 
Revenue Acts of the other provinces for m^lik-maqbuzas (Act, section 
where the 'North-Western Pro- 64). 
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mentj or settled with any one else ; but the proprietors Sec 57. 
cannot be excluded beyond a term of thirty years. If the 
proprietors are a body and some refuse, the Settlement of 
the whole may be offered to the sharers who do not refuse ; 
and there are special provisions for making (in certain 
cases) the lands of the recusants into a separate estate, 
which is settled separately. 

The Settlement Officer is to report his ‘rates and method^ 
of assessment for sanction to the Chief Commissioner, 
under rules made for that purpose ; and the Chief Commis- 
sioner’s sanction is necessary before the assessment is offered 
to the proprietor. Even when the offer is made, it is subject 
to a final confirmation by the Governor-General in Council, 
and may be revised by the Chief Commissioner at any time 
before this fibaal confirmation is received. Subject to this 
action of the Chief Commissioner and of the Governor- 
General in Council, the acceptance of an assessment binds 
the proprietor to pay it from such date and/or such term 
as the Chief Commissioner may appoint. Further, if 
when the term expires, no new assessment is ready to take 
effect, the assessment so accepted will run on, until a new 
assessment is made. To the last obligation there is an 
exception, when all the malguzars commit themselves to 
a written notice delivered six months before the expiry of 
the term. 

§ 4. Legal Requirement as to Record-of-Rights, 

The next step is the Eecord of Rights; Chapter VI Chap. vi. 
contemplates the Settlement Officer ascertaining and re- 
cording the proprietors in possession, and their shares and 
rights inter se; he is also to record the situation and 
extent of all lands held by them as ‘ sir ’ (this, because of 
the privileges that attach to ‘sir’ land, as will appear 
presently). 

As the revenue is payable through the revenue-headmen, 
called ‘ lambardars ’ (or double-tenure villages, sub-lam- 
bardars) it has also to be recorded, in order to prevent 
rivalry, and extortion of double payments, through which 
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of suoh lambardars or sub-lambardars, each co-sharer, or 
sub-proprietor, or plot-proprietor, is to pay. 

§ 5. Peculiar feature of Central Provinces Laiv — Tenants' 
Rents are settled as well as Revenue. 

A very noteworthy provision is in Section 7^^, when 
taken in connection with the provisions of the Rent Act 
of 1883. This greatly enlarges the Settlement OiBS^cer’s 
duty, and really imparts to the Central Provinces Settle- 
ment much of the character of a raiyatwari Settlement. 
By this section, the Settlement Officer has the duty of 
recording the status of, and the rents paid by, all tenants 
^occupying land (not necessarily residing), within the mahal 
Vr area assessed separately to one sum of revenue. This 
alone would not be very different from other provincial 
l^ws, but the section must be considered in connection with 
the provisions of the Rent Law, which I shall describe 
afterwards, when dealing with the Tenancy Act, It may, 
however, at once be noted that the Settlement Officer, besides 
recording existing rents, has further duties in fixing, enhanc- 
ing, and adjusting them, consequent on the assessment. 

§ 6. Revenue-free Rights. 

. It is enough to mention that the Act provides for the 
usual inquiries as to revenue-free tenures, free, that is, 
(a) as against Government, (6) against the malguzars, i. e. 
the proprietors have to pay the revenue for the grantee. 

This subject had not the far-reaching importance it had 
in Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, where immense- ^ aliena- 
tions ' had taken place, and great numbers of claims were 
put forward based on fraudulent or unauthorized titles. 
I have often before remarked that the MarathAs had been 
averse to revenue-free grants, and generally put a ^ quit-rent ’ 
on those they did allow. There are rules, and inquiries have 
been held, about revenue-free tenures in these Provinces as 
elsewhere ; but the matter never gave any trouble 

^ Thougli in the district of Sam- abounds, the R^ja had been induced 
balpur, where the IJriya Brahman to give away large areas in mu’^fi, 
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§ 7. Rights of ProprietoTs to certain Cesses, and 
Customary Rights, 

The Act specifically requires the Settlement Officer to 
settle questions about village cesses (e. g. rights of proprie- 
tors to certain dues from shopkeepers and non-proprietors 
settling in villages) ; also about customary dues to headmen, 
and village servants, and the corresponding service 
rendered ; rights in the ' common land ' of the village 
and in the village site ; rights relating to irrigation and 
easements, and any other matters which the Chief Com- 
missioner may direct to be recorded in the ‘Administration 
Paper ' {wdjib-ul- arz), 

§ 8. Form and Authority of the Record of Rights, 

All these rights as they appear from the inquiries made 
under the Chapter VI, are to be described in a record ; and 
the Chief Commissioner is to prescribe the documents of 
which such record is to consist as well as its form. The 
record is in the custody of the District Officer ; entries Sec. 82. 
therein are presumed to be true until the contrary is shown. 

There are express provisions as to a civil suit being Sees. 83-. 
brought to contest entries in the record, which gives 
authority to the Civil Court, otherwise excluded by section 


Section II. — The New Method oe Assessment. 


§ I. Method adopted for the Few Survey. 

Having thus briefly noted the main legal provisions on 
which the new Settlements are based, I have next to 


&c. (about one-quarter of the land- 
reyenue). 

^ As to the alteration of this 
record, after deposit, by agreement 
or in accordance with tbe result of 
a suit under section 83, or because 
the record entry does not corres- 
pond to a Settlement decree or 
order on which it was founded, or 
because, being so founded, the 
decree or order was afterwards 


altered on revision or on appeal, 
see section 120, also section 1 21. 

The record being thus secured in 
point of accuracy and permanence as 
a starting-point, the local establish- 
ments will have copies of the maps 
and other necessary documents m 
the same forms, and keep these 
correct up to date, by noting all 
changes (under the supervision of 
the Land Eecord Department). 
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consider the practice and the rules regarding assessment. 
But just a few remarks have to be made on the question of 
the method of surveying the estates that is now employed, 
in so far as it differs from the older system. 

The survey for the last Settlements was, as I have said, 
done in the old method. The Eevenue Survey gave the 
boundaries of villages, but worked absolutely independently 
of the Settlement staff, which had to supply the interior, or 
field-to-field survey — why, is not apparent. The Settle- 
ment Officer used his patw^ris where they were capable ; 
and where (as in the Nagpur districts) they did not exist, 
he indented on the North-Western Provinces for^dmins’ 
or trained native surveyors. 

The survey was very rough, but it was quickly made, 
and not costly; whatever its defects, it practically answered 
its purpose for a first Settlement in a country where the 
population was only in exceptional areas dense, and where 
a very large percentage of the revenue-paying area was 
waste and forest. 

Naturally enough, what with original defects, with the 
great extension of cultivation since the formation of the 
province, and the changes that have taken place, the new 
Settlements cannot dispense with a re-swrvey. 

It was a question of expense and of other departmental 
considerations as regards the new surveys, whether a pro- 
fessional 'cadastral’ party should do the entire work or not. 

The demands of the expiring Settlement districts may 
thus be represented : — 

(A) The three districts of the Chhattisgarh division (area 

8945 square miles) which awaited Settlement, and 
have been completed at the date I am writing. 

(B) The district of Mandla and part of Jabalpur^ (4049 

square miles), and a part of Chandd., the Settle- 
ments of which fell in between 1887 and 1889. 

(C) Fourteen districts, of which the Settlements fall in 

between 1893 and 1897 (30,577 square miles). 


^ The Bijeragogarh pargaixa. 
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As arrangements were effectively made for re-organizing 
the district staff of paUvdris and their supervisors— the 
kamingos, their utilization for the re-survey and for the 
improvement of the records, could be counted on. It was 
no light task to weed out the incompetent, and to organize 
and instruct a staff of about 4000 patwaris ; but it has been 
accomplished under Mr. Fuller, the Commissioner of 
Settlements. Consequently, the survey consists of two 
portions : — 

(i) The preliminary traverse - surveys, giving village 
boundaries, and fixed points, and a system of 
triangles, made by the professional survey (Sur- 
veyor General’s Department) with scientific cor- 
rectness ; 

{oi) the filling in of field details, and the preparation of 
field records, &c., by the local patwaris. 

The organization above spoken of could not be completed 
in time to follow out this system in all cases. 

The orders, therefore, were for a professional cadastral 
party to set to work, for the whole survey of the Bilaspur 
district (in group A), and a summary re-Settlement (re- 
adjustment of the revenue only) was made in B 

The Mandla district is at present undeveloped, and a sum- 
mary revision will suffice ; such patwari measurements of 
the highly cultivated portions as are necessary, will be 
made, and the district at large left till the conclusion of the 
re-Settlements. And so with Bijeragogarh (north-east 
corner of the J abalpur district) and the Chanda villages. 

In the bulk of the districts, the system described will be 
carried out. The following is Mr. Fuller’s brief explanation 
of it : — 

^ As at the previous Settlement, the village lands are being 
surveyed professionally, as well as by the local patwaiTs, but 

^ When circumstances point to the time we are waiting for the 
an enhancement, it is, of course, a survey and re-Settlement j a tern- 
great loss to the State to have the porary or summary readjustment 
old assessment running on for long of the revenue is, therefore, a con- 
after expiry, as the increase, which venient resource, 
has become due, is not levied all 
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witli the important difference that the professional survey fur- 
nishes the basis of the patwarf survey, instead of being con- 
ducted independently, and being merely of use as a check 
The work of the professional surveyor is confined to the deter- 
mination of convenient points on the village boundary, and 
within the village area by means of the theodolite and chain ; 
that is to say, it is confined to traversing and does not extend 
to field-survey. A traverse is run round each village, with 
stations about thirty chains apart, and if the village is a good- 
sized one, this is supplemented by one or more sub-traverses 
running across the village lauds. These operations result in 
the construction of a skeleton map of each village showing the 
position of a series of theodolite stations lying round the 
village boundaries, and within it. The traverse-maps are then 
made over to the patwarf, who, by chaining from one station 
to another, and across from line to line, plots in the details of the 
actual village and field boundaries. The method of survey is 
precisely that of the professional cadastral silrvey adopted in 
the North-'Western Provinces ; but instead of the whole work 
— plotting as well as traversing— being performed by experi- 
enced professional agency, it is divided into two operations, 
one of which, that performed with the theodolite and chain, 
and requiring accurate angulation, is carried out by pro- 
fessional surveyors, while the other (the field-plotting), which 
is comparatively simple, is effected by the patw4rfs. It is 
claimed for this system that it is extremely economical and 
that it is, at the same time, very accurate. As the work of 
the patwarfs is confined within the traverse lines laid down by 
the professional map, errors affecting the village total area are 
almost impossible, and as the effect of the subtraverses is to 
subdivide the village off into sections, an error, should one 
occur, is localized and does not affect the whole of the subse- 
quent plotting. The method in which the all-important 
matter of area-calculation is effected is that followed in pro- 
fessional cadastral surveys, i.e. areas are calculated mechani- 
cally from the maps by the planimeter and acre-comb instead 
of by the more clumsy fashion of mensuration as has been the 
practice in previous patwarf surveys. It should be added that 
as under this system each patwarf surveys his own circle, not 
only is the fullest use made of local knowledge, but the 
patwto's, in keeping their maps up to date, after the conclu- 
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sion of the Settlement operations, have the advantage of deal- 
ing with maps which they have themselves made, and with 
the details of which they are practically acquainted.’ 

§ 2. Modern Plan of Assessment, 

We are now in a position to consider the interesting, and, 
in some respects, novel plan of assessment adopted in the 
new Settlements. 

The basis of the system is the modern (North-Western 
Provinces) principle of taking a share of the actual rental- 
receipts of the landlord after allowing for the value of 
lands not rented, or held by the landlord himself. 

But in the Central Provinces, there are peculiar circum- 
stances, partly resulting from the natural condition of 
things, and partly from the creation of a proprietary right 
in the village malguzar, and the consequent limitation of 
the rents of his ^ tenants ' and the privileges secured to 
them. 

In the first place, rents are very low compared with 
those in the North-Western Provinces, and are, as a rule, 
lump-rents fixed by holdings and not by fields. Soil rent- 
rates are almost unknown, and the relation of rents to areas 
is not generally ascertainable with precision, since the 
lump-rent of a holding is based on a general consideration 
of its productiveness, depending not only on its area, but 
on the character of the various soils which it includes. 

In the next place, there is this marked peculiarity ; in- 
stead of there being landlords with tenants, a large propor- 
tion of whom (i, e. excluding those who have any special 
status) are left to settle their relations by contract according 
to the natural laws of supply and demand, we have here 
the bulk of tenants very little under the control of the 
landlord ; in other words, there is virtually a legally fixed 
sharing of the emoluments of land between an artificial 
landlord and the village cultivator under him. 

Under the Rent Law (Act IX of 1883), the rents of all 
absolute occupancy-tenants, and those of all ^ conditional ' 
occupancy-tenants, must he fixed hy ike Settlement Officer; 
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and as these tenants hold no less than 6i per cent, of the 
tenant-area in the Jabalpur, Narbada, and Nagpnr divisions 
(i. e. three ont of the four Kevenue divisions of which the 
province consists), the proportion of the rentals which 
Act IX have to be authoritatively fixed is very great. Practically 
secs ^54 A, Settlement Officer to fix the rents of 

aiidsec. 15. even the ordinary tenants. For the malguzars can only 
enhance by a civil suit, and therefore, at Settlement time 
they will seek the assistance of the Settlement Officer to 
get the rents of ordinary tenants fixed for them. The 
settlement of rents has, in these provinces, therefore, 
become a function of Government ; and the rental on which 
(as the ‘assets’ of the estate) the Government revenue- 
assessment is based, will be the rental which the malguzar 
actually receives. It will no longer he necessary for an 
Assessing Officer to assume (or calculate) as the assets of 
an estate, a rental value which may, or may not be realized, 
when the rents of tenants come to be adjusted for actual 
payment from the beginning of the next agricultural year. 
The rental value which the Settlement Officer makes out 
according to his rules for assekment, will be given effect 
to by him. It need hardly be pointed out what a radical 
change this will bring about in the position of the proprie- 
tor, and how greatly it secures him against loss from the 
hastiness of the Settlement Officer or the recusance of his 
tenants. Under the former system of Settlement, the share 
of the Government was a fixed sum, while the share of the 
proprietor was in a great measure what he himself could 
make it. In future, the proprietor’s share will be as fixed 
and secure as that of the State itself. From these consider- 
ations it follows that the great object is to have rents as 
equable as possible. 

§ 3. Objects of the New Assessment and Rent-Settlement. 

It may, therefore, be stated that the main objects of the 
new system are, — (i) to equalize rents, and [9) to raise 
them to what is a proper rate, in view of the great rise of 
prices, increase of cultivation and of population, and growth 
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of other material advantages which have occurred since 
the old Settlemeots were made. 

As regards ( i ) it is notorious that the rents have, from 
various causes, been hitherto falling very unequally. As 
regards {2) it is comparatively easy to find out a fair 
standard rental, for each village, in a group where the 
general conditions are similar. 

But to understand how the rent rates actually fall in 
different villages, and thus to raise them all equally and 
fairly, it is necessary to have some means of reducing the 
area of all varieties of soil to a number of units of equal 
value capable of comparison one with the other. 

§ 4 . Method of Comjparison, 

The following is the method adopted as described by Mr. 
Fuller . — 

^In calculating what would be a fair rent for a tenant's 
holding no attempt is made to argue by induction, from such 
considerations as the amount and value of the produce, the 
cost of cultivation, and the share of the net profits which 
might on theoretical grounds be reasonably taken as the rent. 
The rent noiv paid on each holding is taken as the starting-point 
for calculating the revised rent to be made payable upon it ; 
and the amount of enhancement imposed is determined by compar- 
ing the present rental with the standard rental taken to he a fair 
one in the case of the particular village. The determination of 
the standard rental for the village rests partly on a comparison 
of its rental incidence with that of other similar villages, and 
partly on general considerations, the principal of which is the 
extent to which rents have risen in the village during the 
cuiTency of Settlement, compared with the extent to which 
they might fairly have been expected to rise looking to the 
increase of cultivation, and the rise of prices. The system 
therefore principally works through comparison, and great 
trouble is taken to make the comparison a fair one. The real 
incidence of the rental of two villages cannot, of course, be 
fairly compared by means of the all-round rate at which it falls 
per acre, for the use of this rate would rest on the assumption 
that both villages were alike, not only in the classes of soil 
which they contain, but also in the proportion in which these 

VOL. Tl. E e 



418 


LAND SYSTEMS OP BBITISH INDIA. [book m. 


classes entered into the cultivated area ; and such an assump- 
tion would rarely be a true one. To make a just comparison 
of the rental incidence of two villages it is necessary to reduce 
their rent-paying area to, so to speak, a common denominator ; 
and this is effected by multiplying the area under each class of 
land by a factor representing the relative productiveness'^ of the 
class, and by dividing the rental by the number of ^ soil-units ’ 
so obtained. If, for example, the productiveness of black soil 
to red soil is as 20 : 12, and of two villages, each with a rental 
of E. 1000, and a rent-paying area of 1000 acres, one (A) con- 
tains 300 acres of black soil and 700 acres of red soil, while the 
other (B) contains 600 acres of black soil and 400 acres of red 
soil, the real incidence of the rental will be calculated as 
follows : — 

A. Acre?. 

Black 300 X 20 = 6000 
Bed 700 X 12 = 8400 

14,400 soil-units. 

anna. 

Incidence of rental per soil- unit — A — j.u 

14400 

B Acieb 

Black 600 X 20 = 12,000 
Bed 400 X 12 = 4800 

16,800 

anna. 

Incidence per soil-unit = — 0*95 

^ * Belative productiveness ’ — or * Thus if the ratios of gross out- 

hetter, it might be, ‘ relative value turn on four classes of soil . . . are 

to the tenant.’ found to be as 10 : 8 5 : 2, and if 

The precariousness or certainty it is further found that the cost of 

of yield is taken into consideration seed and cultivation is, say, a iVth 

in estimating fertility and value. part of the average crop on the 

Supposing, for instance, that in highest class of soil, the figure 

normal years, two soils were in pro- representing this cost, which does 

portion as 9 : 6; but in years of not, of course, vary perceptibly with 

scanty rainfall, the produce of the the class of soil, should be subtract- 

first is secure, because of irrigation, ed from each of the numbers of 

and the second, hardly returns the the series, leaving the resulting 
seed sown. Supposing also that factors as 9 : 7 : 4 : i. In the as- 

years of deficient rainfall occur so sessment of the higher classes of 

often that it can be calculated that soil this consideration is of no great 
in every five years there will be two practical importance, but on coming 

of failure ; then the comparison of to the lower classes it will be seen 
the two soils should not stand as 9 : that the ratio 5 : 2 is very different 

6, but on a proportion which is the from that of 4 : i. A neglect of 

mean of the averages of each of the this principle might thus lead to a 
five years. considerable over-assessment of 

The writer of the able Pioneer inferior soils, a danger which is 

articles, which vill i>resontly be piobablythe greatest of tlic many 

alluded to, also points out that the with which the path of the Settle- 

net piodiice not the gro&s is looked nient Officer is besot.’ 

to in making comparisons . — 
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^ Village B is shown to be paying at a rate which is really 
lighter than that of village A, although the all-round acreage 
rate is precisely the same in both cases.’ 

§ 5- Glassification of Soils. 

^ The first step towards framing a standard rental for a 
village is the classification of its cultivated lands. The detail 
in which this classification must be efieeted depends, of course, 
on the heaviness of the rental. In tracts, for instance, where 
the rental falls at no higher rate per acre than eight annas, so 
much detail is not required as in a tract where the rate per 
acre is one rupee : and hence the classes into which lands are 
grouped in the Eaipur and Bilaspur districts are less numerous 
and complex than those which have been used in the Chandci 
district. Moreover, in Eaipur and Bilaspur, holdings consist, 
as a rule, of scattered plots, and include land of all qualities in 
something approaching a like proportion, and this, of course, 
renders very elaboi^ate classification less necessary than it 
would be in places where holdings in the same village differ 
very greatly from one another in productive capacity. Hence 
it has been considered sufficient in these districts to class the 
land mainly according to its soil, making, however, a distinc- 
tion between “ embanked ” and unembanked ” land \ Sepa- 
rate classes are also used for land which is irrigable and which 
lies close round the village site, but the area included under 
these heads in these districts is comparatively small. I am to 
add, however, that greater complexity is being introduced into 
the classification, and that during the current season land is 
being classed according to its position, and the lie of its surface, 
as well as according to its soil. It is to be understood that the 
distinctions which are drawn in classing land are all distinc- 
tions which are well known to the people, and for which terms 
are in common use, Eo attempt is made to class land on any 
novel principles.’ 

§ 6. Soil-Factors. 

^ The next step is to decide on the figures which may be taken 
to represent the relative values of the soil classes inter se. 
These figures or, as they are called, “ soil-factors,” are determined 
by the result of careful local inquiry supplemented in most 

^ The embankment is to secure retention of water. 
e a 
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cases by numerous crop experiments. It may be explained 
that to arrive at the relative value of a number of classes of 
land is a far easier task than it would be to arrive at a scale of 
actual rates which might be used for their valuation. People 
will readily give information regarding the relative value of 
one class of land compared with another, when they would be 
most reluctant to afford a clue to their actual rental value. 

‘ The villages are next thrown into assessment groups, and 
if in any assessment group a class of land is much superior or 
inferior to the average, its factor is modified accordingly/ 

§ 7 . EnhancemerLt of Bates, how effected. — Standard 
Unit-rate. 

^The present “unit-incidence of the rental of each village 
in the group is then calculated by multiplying the area of each 
soil-class by its factor, adding together the “soil-units” thus 
obtained, and dividing the present rental by the total number 
of soil-units ; and the unit-incidence of the group as a whole is 
calculated in the same way. A standard imif-rate for the group 
is then determined l)y raising its unit-incidence to a figure which is 
justified hy an examination of the tmit-incidenees of individual 
villages in the group, with special reference to the amount of 
rent enhancement which has taken place in them during the 
currency of Settlement, contrasted with the amount of en- 
hancement which might faiidy have been expected having 
regard to the extension of cultivation, the improvement of 
communications, the increase of population and the rise of 
prices. It is then determined how far the rental of each 
village should be enhanced having regard to (i) its unit-inci- 
dence compared with that of other villages and the standard 
unit-rate for the group, and (2) the amount of enhancement 
which has actually taken place during the currency of Settle- 
ment on grounds other than the extension of cultivation, that 
is to say, the amount by which the lent-rafe has risen or fallen 
during the currency of Settlement^. When the amount of 

^ In the Pzoneer of January-Eeb- of enhancement is necessaiy ; and 
ruary, 1889, there appeared a series it may be added that if it is neces- 
of useful aiticles on the new system. sary, it seems greatly to diminish 
On this passage in the text, the the value of the system itself. The 
writer observes ^ We confess that capacity of a cultivator to pay his 
we do not understand why, if the rent may be increased in four ways ; 
system of soil-unit incidence is to by possession of a larger area of 
be relied on, so complex a method land ; by increased produce from 
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enhancement which may fairly be imposed has been deter- 
mined, the unit-incidence of the milage is raised by a corresponding 


tins land, a result due to his own 
labour and skill ; by readier sale 
for his produce ; and, finally, by 
higher prices for that produce Of 
these four grounds on which a claim 
to enhancement may be based, the 
first two are individual, while the 
two last are general. The point on 
which we wish now to lay stress 
is that by reducing the land to a 
common denominator and calculat- 
ing a unit-incidence the first two 
grounds have been provided for, 
and that as regards these grounds 
for enhancement all that apparently 
need be done is to compare villages 
where the unit-incidence is low 
with those where it is high, and to 
ascertain whether there are any 
circumstances in these villages, 
apart, it should be carefully noted, 
from the area and character of the 
land, which justify the difference 
of incidence. If there are not, 
there seems no sufficient reason 
why the lower rate should not be 
enhanced to the higher, subject to 
the considerations which have been 
previously referred to. The only 
circumstances under which further 
inquiry would seem to be needed is 
where the highest unit-incidence in 
the group is found not to suffice, 
when applied generally, to secure 
a perceptible enhancement, and as 
this may (for we have no facts 
before us on this point) be frequent- 
ly the case, it may be well to deal 
with this possibility in greater 
detail. 

Suppose then that in a given 
group of villages the highest unit- 
incidenee is, say, 3, while in no 
village is it less than 2*5, and that, 
consequently, an all-round increase 
up to 3 would only give an imper- 
ceptible enhancement. We will 
further suppose that there are 
several villages in the group where 
the incidence is already 3 or close 
to that amount. In this case all 
that would appear to be necessary 
would be to ascertain the existing 
incidence in a series of individual 
holdings, especially those of un- 
privileged raiyats, in those villages 


where the all-round rent-rate is 
highest. If in holding after hold- 
ing so examined, the present unit- 
rate were found to be 3*5, 4, 5, or 
more, and if it was further found 
that these rates were being paid 
without difficulty, it would seem, 
so far as we understand" the 
system we are discussing, to be 
perfectly justifiable to take a mean 
of these rates, say 3*5, and to 
apply it to all the villages in the 
group, with due allowance for such 
personal or local circumstances, 
other than those connected with 
the area or quality of the land, as 
might make further moderation 
necessary in specific cases. It may, 
of course, be urged that we have 
failed to deal with the case where 
few or no holdings yield on analysis 
higher rates than th^se ruling in 
the group and where it is accord- 
ingly necessary to enhance, not up 
to a given standard of actual pay- 
ment, but according to some rule 
which has to be devised by those 
on whom the work of Settlement 
falls. We incline to think, how- 
ever, that in the present state of 
the local Tenancy Law such cases 
must be rare, and we very much 
doubt whether, if on any given area 
they were found to exist, any gen- 
eral scheme of enhancement would 
be advisable. 

Eor the great majority of existing 
cases the system of soil-unit inci- 
dence appears to furnish a con- 
venient and effective method of 
assessment ; and without further 
local facts to guide us, we fail to 
understand why a plan should be 
resorted to which first fixes a 
standard unit-rate based on actual 
and possible rent enhancement, and 
then proceeds to reverse the pro- 
cess by calculating the possible 
enhancement with reference to 
the standard unit-rate and the 
actual rise in rent-rates which has 
taken place since the previous 
Settlement. It is possible, how- 
ever, that there are reasons for 
distrusting the unit-incidence as a 
guide to assessment which are not 
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amount and the revised unit^rate thus obtained when multiplied 
With the soil-factors for the assessment group, gives the actual rent- 
rates per acre which will yield the enhancement anticipated — 
which will in fact bring out the standard rental alluded to 
above.’ 

§ 8. Use of the Rates does not render Individual 
Variations impossible. 

^ It will be observed that this system admits of considerable 
differences between the valuation of one village and that of 
another in the same group. In settling the unit-rate of a 
village, regard is paid to the circumstances of the village (the 
chief of which are its present unit-incidence and the extent of 
the enhancement which has taken place in its rental since 
Settlement) as well as to the unit-rate which might fairly be 
used for the group as a whole ; and hence a Settlement Officer 
is not obliged to follow his grouping to its logical consequence 
and value all the land in a group at the same rates. 

^ The system, it will be seen, provides that the rates which 
are used for the valuation of land in each village are suitable 
rates having regard to the circumstances of the village ; and it 
further provides that the rent which is imposed on each hold- 
ing in a village, is a suitable rent having regard to the present 
payment made on the holding. The area of each holding is 
carefully tabulated according to the various soil-classes, and a 
rental is deduced for it by means of the rates, which may be 
taken as the standard rental of the holding. But the rental 
which is actually imposed may differ considerably from the 
standard. If the present rental is in exces^of the standard 
rental it does not follow that it will be reduced, and if the 
present rental is much below the standard rental it is not 
necessarily enhanced up to it ; but the Settlement Officer in 
proposing a rent may take a figure between the two. In fixing 
individual rents as well as in fixing village rent-rates, care is 
taken to provide for no larger enhancement than can be made 
payable without risk of hardship. If, for instance, a consider- 
able proportion of the area of a holding has fallen out of cultiva- 
tion owing to the misfortune of the tenant, this is considered 

at first apparent, and it may also ings fails to famish rates high 
be that in some cases even a de- enough to yield a perceptible en- 
tailed scrutiny of individual hold- hancement.' 
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to be a ground for assessing the holding to less than a full 
rent. It may be mentioned here that, as we are not assessing 
on prospective assets, land which is permanently out of culti- 
vation is not assessed. Moreover, in the case of the poorest 
soils, which require periodic resting fallows, new falloiv is ex- 
empted from assessment up to a maximum area equal to one-third 
of the total area of the soil included in a holding. It is to be 
added that the rents fixed on paper in this way are not accepted 
as absolutely final till they have been announced to the people, 
and the officer to whom the work of rent announcement is 
entrusted has power to alter a rent as sanctioned, if there is 
good reason for doing so. But as the total rental for the 
village may certainly be taken as a fair one in its aggregate, 
when it has been worked out in detail with so much care and 
elaboration, no changes made at the time of rent announce- 
ment are permitted to affect the total, and any reduction made 
in the sanctioned rent of one holding must be balanced by addi- 
tions made on other holdings^.’ 

§ 9. Further Examination of the Soil-unit System, 

It will be well to consider somewhat more in detail 
whether this ^ Soil-unit System ’ — this process of determin- 
ing units of equal rent-value — was adequate for the pro- 
posed purpose, and whether the units are really units of 
equal rent-paying capacity on which an equal assessment 
can justly be placed. 

The matter was so clearly put in the Pioneer article 
already alluded to, that I cannot do better than make 
another quotation: — 

^ The power of a cultivator to pay revenue on a given area of 
land is based on his net income from that land, and an analysis 
of this net income shows that it depends on the following 
factors : — (a) The average quantity of produce in propor- 
tion to the seed sown ; (b) the certainty of obtaining this 
produce ; (c) the nature of the crop ; {d) the money value of 
the produce. That all these factors actually affect the result 
will be obvious from the following illustrations. In the 
Settlement Eeport for the Bilaspur district, where Settlement 

^ The Italics in the extract are, are inserted to fix attention on cer- 
of course, not in the original. They tain salient features. 
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wori: is now in progress, it is incidentally mentioned that in 
former days, when communications were nndeyeloped and 
trade dull, years of plenty did not greatly increase the culti- 
vators’ money wealth. Grain existed, it is true, in large quan- 
tities, but it could not be kept for an indefinite period, and as 
there was little or no sale for it, it had next to no money value. 
Here we find a large produce with a small money value, and 
consequently little ability to pay high money rents. As re- 
gards the nature of the crop, it is obvious that it makes a 
great difference to the cultivator whether he sows his plot with 
cotton or with sugarcane, or whether he grows wheat or rice, 
where the permanent demand for the one is strong and for the 
other weak. Finally, as regards the certainty of the produce, 
it may be noted that certain classes of soil are frequently very 
fertile when irrigated, but that they produce little or nothing 
without irrigation. 

^ In a year of sufficient rainfall, high-lying lich land of this 
kind may yield plentiful and valuable crops, while in other 
years, when the rainfall is untimely or scanty, the return is 
barely equal to the expenses of cultivation. Land, on the 
other hand, which is artificially irrigated, yields a crop year 
after year with a high degree of certainty, while the outturn is 
of comparatively uniform quantity. A cultivator is therefore 
far better able to pay a fixed annual rent on the certain pro- 
duce of his irrigated land than on the precarious crop of 
possibly richer soils where the yield is dependent on a suffi- 
cient rainfall. 

^ The factors which express the relative rent-paying capacity 
of the various classes of land in a village must, therefore, em- 
body the results of inquiries on all these points, and only in so 
far as this is done will the units which result be units of equal 
assessable value. There are, however, several features in nor- 
mal village agriculture w^hich render the work of classification 
considerably easier than it would at first appear to be. In the 
first place most districts are distinguished by staple crops, and 
where there is a rotation of these crops the rotation is com- 
paratively uniform and varies but slightly with the class of 
soil j moreover, the proportions in which those crops are sown 
in individual holdings are also fairly constant. In the second 
place, where an especially valuable crop, such as sugarcane, is 
grown, the area allotted to it does not perceptibly change in 



PT. III. CH. 11.] THE NEF SETTLEMENTS. 425 

succeeding years, and wliere it does change it tends rather to 
increase than to diminish. The locality of the plots no doubt 
varies, but the total acreage devoted in any year to such a crop 
and the portion of this area allotted to the malguzar and to the 
several cultivators, will generally be found to show but little 
change from year to year, and still more rarely to show any 
marked decrease. In determining, therefore, the classes into 
which the village area is to be divided for the purpose of calcu- 
lating factors, the first thing to be done is to determine the 
staple crops of the tract concerned. If this is done, and if 
a uniformity of rotation and distribution is ascertained to exist, 
all that is needed is to fix the relative productive capacity 
of the various soils under these crops, and, this being settled, 
to work out factors for the more valuable crops, such as 
sugarcane and garden produce. As regards the former, the 
statements of villagers, when tested and confirmed by suffi- 
ciently numerous experimental crop cuttings, will generally 
suffice to furnish reliable and satisfactory data ; and it is one 
of the great advantages of the system which we are discussing 
that, as is acutely pointed out in the Government papers on 
the subject, cultivators are much more willing to give informa- 
tion regarding the relative productive power of different soils 
and the comparative outturn of different crops than they are to 
specify the actual outturn on a given area, or to state the money 
value of the produce reaped in any individual field. Kelative 
information of this kind cannot, they think, be used to enhance 
absolute payments, and they are on this account generally 
perfectly willing to give the result of their experience as to 
the relative outturn on soils of different situation or quality. 


^ For land under staple crops, a set of factors thus based on 
the relative net crop-bearing capacity of the different natural 
classes of soil, supplemented by a subdivision of each natural 
class into irrigated, manured, and non-irrigated fields, and 
completed by a careful revision of the factors with reference to 
the certainty of the crop in each case, would, so far as we can 
judge, suffice to give area-units of real equality as regards 
revenue-paying capacity, and on which an assessment could be 
based with every assurance of accuracy and moderation. 

^ There remain to be discussed those lands which are not 
sown with staple products, but which are devoted to crops of 
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exceptional value, such, as sugarcane or garden produce. In 
the correspondence before us it is nowhere stated how the 
factors for these crops are calculated, nor is it mentioned 
whether separate factors are used for them. It is, however, 
especially necessary to touch on this point, because it is here 
that the principle of relative outturn seems to afford no aid. 
To obtain information regarding the relative value of crops of 
wheat or rice on different soils, presents, as we have seen, but 
little difficulty ; but to ascertain how much the average value 
of an acre under sugarcane exceeds that of an acre under 
wheat, is only possible by actual measurement of the outturn, 
and by estimating the selling value of the crop and the cost of 
seed and cultivation in each case. This is, however, appar- 
ently the only case in which the comparative principle fails to 
give the necessary data ; and when once the fact is realized, the 
difficulty of determining the value of the net product of an 
acre under sugarcane as compared with that of an acre of the 
highest class of soil under staple crops, and of fixing a factor 
accordingly, is by no means insuperable, and only requires 
that the Settlement Officer should himself make the necessary 
experiments and accept no values or figures on hearsay. In 
fixing the factor for these crops, consideration would, more- 
over, naturally be paid to the fact that the cultivation of 
sugarcane or garden crops requires no inconsiderable industry 
and skill, and that as it is not desirable to place any check on 
the growth of these qualities, the factors should not be pitched 
so high as the figures showing relative crop value might other- 
wise justify.’ 


§ lo, Mr. F%illeT's Observations on some of these points. 

To some of the criticisms contained in the foregoing 
paragraphs it is only proper to append Mr. Fuller’s own 
general remarks, by way of comment : — 

^ It may be objected to this system that it does not serve to 
give ground for an all-round enhancement — an enhancement, 
that is to say, which would affect the highest paying as well as 
the lowest paying villages. For such an enhancement we have 
obviously only d priori reasoning to go upon. But the system 
enables us to bring this reasoning to a convenient focus. If 
d priori arguments, based on the rise of prices, extension of 
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eomm-unicationSj &c., suffice to show that the highest paying 
village should hear an enhancement of 25 per cent., the system 
renders it possible to graduate the enhancement with nicety 
amongst the remaining villages of the group. The fact is^ 
however, that so long as we have Bunnia proprietors'^ (and 
they are rapidly on the increase) we need not be afraid of the 
lack of villages with a sufficiently high standard of actual pay- 
ments to guide our enhancements. Another objection that 
has been made is that under the procedure, as described in the 
official papers, the unit-incidence ” taken as the standard of 
comparison is not that of the highest paying villages but an 
average. It is true that an average incidence is struck and 
made some use of ; but its bearings do not extend very far, 
and the enhancements ultimately rest on the actual incidences 
of the highest paying villages. This must not, of course, be 
taken to mean that all villages are enhanced up to a uniform 
standard. Such a course might be logical, but it would cer- 
tainly result in failure. We are dealing not only with land 
but with the men who hold it ; and the paying capacity of 
these men is influenced by a hundred and one considerations, 
often indeed extending to distinctions of caste. Men who have 
become indebted must be treated leniently, although their 
debts are the result of imprudence. By paying very low in 
the past they may have made profits to which they are not 
entitled, but they are on this account not one whit better able 
to bear a very heavy enhancement. 

^ When all is done to make rent and revenue assessment as 
precise as possible, there will always remain a wide margin for 
the intelligence and discretion of the Settlement Officer. The 
weak point in the system is, of course, the difficulty of framing 
the “factors” — the figures, that is to say, representing the 
relative value of different soils, which are used as multipliers 
to reduce areas to a common denomination of soil-units. The 
results of actual crop- cutting experiments are useful, but can 
liever be sufficiently numerous to be really reliable ; and we 
have in the main to trust to information given by the people 
and to an analysis of existing competition rents. In these 
provinces rents are as a rule not very high, and great accuracy 
in the factors is not essential ; but with rents as high as they 

^ ^ Bauiya,’ &c. proprietors of the ges, or bought land as an invest- 
money - lending and mercantile ment, 
class, who have foreclosed mortga- 
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are in some parts of tlie North-Western Provinces the diiScuIty 
would be much increased. Under any circumstances, however, 
the determination of the factors is not as formidable as the 
task of framing ‘^fair rent-rates,” as the latter involves the 
determination of absolute as well as of relative values.’ 

§ II. Practice of Tillage-grouping, 

It should be remarked that the factors or numbers which 
represent the relative value of soils are made out for an 
entire pargana or tahsil. But the exact same figures must 
not be followed in each group of villages within the par- 
gana, nor indeed in any particular village within the 
group. 

The groups of villages are made with reference to their 
containing estates having the same general advantages, in 
respect of being near or far from market, of climate,’ i. e. 
general security of production, and of the class of agri- 
culturists holding them. 

When one group differs from another, it may be sufficient 
to raise or lower the factors as applied to the group, or else 
to modify some and leave out others ; and so if there is 
anything peculiar in the individual village. 

^ I a. Soil-classification. 

The soil-classification first of all takes the naturally dis- 
tinct kinds of soil, as Kanhar, dorsd, matdsi, &c., and then 
subdivides them according as they are embanked or un- 
embanked, irrigated or unirrigated, ‘ gaurasa ’ (i. e. receiving 
the village drainage, manure and refuse), — or not^ and so 
on : and a different factor is arranged and reported for each 
soil and its several subdivisions or classes. After some 
experience of this practice it was decided further to include 
in the classification a notice of the position of the land, as 
indicated by well-known vernacular terms, as this was a 
matter which affected value and productiveness. Thus 
some land gets moistened by percolation (tarhatti, pajra, 
&c.) ; some is moistened by forming, during a part of the 
year, the bed of a tank (dabri) ; in rice-lands some are dis- 
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tinguished as lowly ing and receiving mnch surface drain- 
age, some are on a slight slope, others on a steeper slope, so 
that the water runs off very rapidly. In non-rice lands, 
some, being of even surface, will grow wheat, others, being 
uneven, will not. In making the classification, such dis- 
tinctions are taken note of, either by making a distinct 
head in the table of factors, or by indicating a or 
minus alteration in the rental to be made in lands where 
the distinction occurs : either plan may be followed accord- 
ing to convenience 

§ 13. Practice in working out Factors, 

After determining the soils and classes or kinds of each 
soil to be adopted in the pargana or tahsil and in the village 
groups, the actual calculation oi factors is done by observing 
the relative value as ascertained by different methods. 
For example, I have the Peport on the General Patios 
(or factor-figures) adopted in the Pdi2:)ur pargana. Here 
they worked out separate factors for each soil and its classes, 
and for each soil in each position (not using the plus and 
minus rental value method). 

The primary distinction is into rice-land and land that 
does not grow rice. 

The former might consist of ^ Kanhar ' soil (‘ black cotton 
soil ’) or ‘ dorsa,’ a brown soil, which is also found in the 
black cotton soil country but underlying it : matasi, a 
yellow or flesh-coloured soil, usually devoted to rice ; bhata, 
highlying land which grows millet, &c., and only rice in 


^ In the latter case we may have this form of table : — 


1 Soil and position 

1 

Area. 

Eental value 
at average late. 

Plus or 
Minus for 
position. 

Net Eental 
value. 

1 ‘Kanhar ' soil in position, 
called ‘ G^hnnhari ’ — 
i. e. it will grow wheat 

AcieH. 

i 10.25 

Annas 

205 0 

Annas. 

+ 20.5 

225-5 

Ditto soil, which is ‘ti- 
kdra" — only grows mil- 
let ... . 

25-50 

5100 

- 51.0 

459-0 
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good years, and if embanked. The same soils may be found 
in non-rice land, and there is also ^ Kachar/ a sandy soil 
not used for rice. 

Each soil had certain peculiarities of position, viz. : — 

Baliara^=land lying in a shallow drainage, channel, or depression. 
Gabhar = level land of even surface. 

Dadhi = land lying on a slope. 

Tangar = high-lying, receiving no drainage. 

Gelmnhan ~ corn land fit for wheat. 

Tikara = high-lying land of uneven surface 

The table oi factors was made out as follows : — 


Eice-land. 

Non-Rice-land. 

Kanliar 

Dorsil 

Mat<isi 


Kanliai 

Boisi 

Matdsi 

BliiitA 

Palka 

oluu 

Kachar 

B I G 

D 

B 

G 

D 

Tn 

B 

G 

n 

Tn 

D 

Tn 

GU 

Tk 

Glx 

Tk 

Tk 

Tk 

Gil 

Patpar 

tikclra 

i 

24 22 

16 

20 

15 

12 

8 

20 

14 

8 


6 

3 

20 

14 

16 

10 


2 i 

1 

18 

4 


Now, if we could find some villages where the circum- 
stances were generally the same, only the soils differ- 
ent, and where moreover the area consisted wholly or 
principally of one soil in each, it would be easy, by com- 
paring the rents actually paid in each, to see what, in 
practice, was regarded as the relative value : and, as a 
matter of fact, a few ‘ Kanhar ’ villages, ‘ Dorsa ’ villages, 
and Matdsi ’ villages — i. e. where these soils were the chief 
constituents — were found. A comparison of rents paid 
brought out: — 

Kiinhar. noisa. Matiisf. 

20 : i6 : 13 

Then again, they took the opinions of agriculturists as 
to relative values : and then they made a number of experi- 
ments as to yield of different staple crops on each soil in 


^ In the table which follows, to Bfor bahara ; Gforgabhar; 

save space, I have indicated these Gh for g<§hufih^n j Tn for Tangar j 
* position ' differences by the %nit%aZ and Tk for Tikto. 
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good and bad years : and they were able to compare factors 
made use of in an adjoining similar pargana (i.e. Bilaspur), 
which were known to be fair ; thus they obtained a number 
of ratios which, though not identical, were very much in 
general accord, so that after report and modification (if 
needed) by the controlling authorities, the above figures 
were accepted. In this pargana certain percentage ad- 
ditions were made for embanked lands, and therefore no 
separate column appears ; but in other tables, ‘ embanked ’ 
and ‘ unembanked,’ would appear in the columns ; and the 
same was done for ‘ irrigated ’ land, and for that which 
enjoyed the advantage of manure from the village 
(gaurasa). 

§ 14. Stej)s taken after the Factors are approved. 

When the factors are approved, then as the ^ nikasis ’ or 
actual rent-rolls show the existing rental of the villages in 
the chak or group, the whole area can be reduced to soil- 
units of equal value, by the use of the factors, as abeady 
explained: thus the actual incidence of rent can be ob- 
served : and then, by comparison of the groups and their 
rentals and on general considerations, a standard or cen- 
tral unit-rate is worked out. For each village they next 
look to what the existing unit is and what the general 
increase in the area cultivated, and population, &c., has 
been, and how far the existing unit is an advance on the 
rate previous to the expiring Settlement ; on these con- 
siderations a unit-rate for the village is selected (either 
above or below the central unit-rate), and this, with brief 
reasons for its adoption, is shown against each village in a 
tabular form. This represents what the existing rate might 
be fairly raised to in each case. 

§ 15. The Rent-rate Report. 

It will be well here to state, in abstract, the contents of a 
Eent-Eate Eeport, which is prepared for each chak or group, to 
apply and justify the rates spoken of in the last paragraph. I 
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take the Eeport on Cliak No. i (called Ckattaii) in the Mungeli 
tahsil of the Bilaspnr district. 

The printed report, commences by describing the chak, its 
situation and main features, its soils, its communication- 
facilities ; next, its area is stated in a table showing the (total) 
area ^ occupied ’ (under crop and fallow) and ^ unoccupied ’ 
(groves, forest, jungle and grazing ground, rock, and hill ; 
together with the area irrigated, number of wells and tanks, 
number of ploughs and of plough cattle. These figures are given 
as they are now, and as they were at the last Settlement. An 
excess of total area is explained to be due to error in the former 
measurement. The increase of cultivation is then discussed. 
Next the soils are stated and remarks made about the area 
embanked, and why it is that so small an area is gaurdsa or 
benefited by the village drainage and manure (Kharx is here 
the local tei'm=gaurAsa). The area under cultivation is then 
considered and the increase under different crops commented 
on. Next we have a table showing how much of the land is 
held by the different classes of holders ,* — the proprietors, sub- 
proprietors or plot-proprietors, occupancy tenants and ordinary 
tenants. The payments of these are then discussed, and it is 
explained what has been the rise in rental due to extended 
cultivation, and what due to rise in rates. Then the ^ assets ^ 
i. e. the income of the estate from rents, as shown in the ^ State- 
ment A,’ is explained : this includes the rental value put on 
the proprietor's ^ sir ' and on mu’afl land, as usual. The in- 
crease in the assets is thus brought out, and a comparison 
made with the last Settlement. It is then shown that an 
enhancement of 25 per cent, on the existing rents would be 
faiiv 

As regards factors, it is explained that the tahsil factors are 
used with some slight modification to meet local peculiarities. 
Then follow the Statements ; A (already alluded to\ B, the 
factors adopted, and the important form 0, which shows 
the rates of rent at former Settlements ^nd at present, and 
the actual incidence per soil-unit as ascertained by the use of 
the factors. It is brought out that the incidence per soil-unit 
varies from i '09 (which is the highest in the group of fifty- 
nine villages) to 0*31, which is the lowest. The cenbal unit 
rate is 0*85, which it appears had been explained in detail in a 
former report. The average unit-rate of the old Settlement 
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was 0*67. The Statement also contains two final columns 
showing the acUial ^ unit-rate ’ to be used for each village, and 
the reasons briefly stated. These individual village rates are 
all more or less approximate to *85, in one case going up to *95 
(which was reduced by superior authority to *90) and down to 
*65 and *60 in a very few cases. In the case of some few of 
the poozw villages, there is not a rise but a reduction; but 
there is a general rise in the rents, as might be expected, 
seeing the considerable increase in the cultivated area, and the 
assets generally. 


§ 16. Assessment Report, 

The Bent-Rate Report being submitted and sanctioned, the 
actual rents can be made out, as abeady explained, by an arith- 
metical process ; and the figures so obtained can be modified in 
detail in any special cases ; and then comes the final summing 
up of the assets of the estate, by making allowance for groves 
that are revenue free, for fallow, and by the addition of some 
value for ^ sair ’ or products of the jungle. The Assessment 
Report of the circle spoken of in the last paragraph, recounts the 
facts of the increase in the rental assets — how the tenant-rate 
had risen 15 per cent, (or, taking ordinary tenants only, 25 per 
cent.), and how cultivation had increased by 21 per cent. ; so that 
the actual rental received had increased 50 per cent, and the 
total rental (assuming fair rates for sir, &c.) 35 per cent. The 
rental-rate could then be easily raised 25 per cent, (the unit- 
rate on the old figures being 0*67, it was proposed that the 
central unit-rate should be 0*85 as already stated). This 
would result (after the allowances and deductions that are 
made) in a rent enhancement of between 15-20 per cent., 
and would justify the existing revenue being raised 50 per cent. 
As a matter of fact the actual enhancements of rent were more 
in the nature of an equalizing of rates than a positive all-round 
rise. The total assets on the new rental are then exhibited, 
and it is shown that they have risen 56 per cent. At the last 
Settlement, the proportion of assets taken as revenue was 60 
per cent. ; but it was very unequal ; in some villages falling 
below 50, in others rising to 70 per cent. ; it was proposed 
to take 56 per cent, as the revenue (E 7292, on the assets, 
which, after enhancement, were E 13,113). This shows an 
increase of only 44 per cent, on the present revenue. By more 
YOL. II. E f 
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equal distribution it will fall much more evenly. The modera- 
tion in the increase is shown by the fact that whereas the all- 
round revenue rate of the expired Settlement per acre, was 
Eo'5*i, under the proposed increase it would be only Eo’6*o, 
which, considering the increase in cultivation, and the great 
rise in prices, is very moderate indeed. 

§ 17. Proportion of the Assets taken by Government, 

The result of this system is to give a much more definite 
meaning to the word ‘assets,’ and to make these a very 
different thing from what they were under the old days, 
when an assumed valuation of the land^ and not a con- 
sideration of the income actually derived from it, was 
the guide to revenue-assessment. Hence a very natural 
question arose whether Government could adhere, under 
these new circumstances, to a fixed rule that the land- 
revenue is to be about 50 per cent, of the rental. 

We have already seen that this rule had a great influence 
in the former Settlements ; but that, in spite of it, the term 
‘assets’ is one which may have such a varied meaning, 
that in some districts a moderate assessment gave an 
apparent percentage very much in excess of 50 

Many interesting points aiise ^ in the correspondence on 
this subject, but for practical purposes, I must confine 
myself to results. The rule, as a rule, has been abrogated, 
but this order is less an innovation than might be expected. 

^ In the Mandla district, for ex- ^ owner ’ is a person on whom the 
ample, in the old Settlement the right has been conferred as a gift, 
revenue-rate was at the extremely and in so doing, the Government 
low figure 11.0-2-8 per cultivated has carefully shared the benefit 
acre ; yet the ‘ assets ’ were so calcu- with his tenants, \>j fixing low rents 
lated that the revenue (at this rate) for them for the term of Settlement : 
appeared to be 65 per cent, of them, is the Government revenue to fall 

^ Among these questions, for only as a percentage of the malgu- 
instance, arises this : that where zar's share, or ought the benefited 
you estimate the assets, and leave tenants to bear part of it ? In the 
the owner to adjust rents with his Baipur summary Settlement, for 
tenants under a law that allows instance, they calculated the rental 
Mm a sufficient power of enhance- as what it would be, if the low rents 
ment on the ordinal y commercial otoccupancy-tenants were full rents, 
principles of landholding, theio and then took about 50 per cent, of 
you can limit the sbaie of the that But, if they had taken only 
calculated assets to a fixed percent- the low rental, 50 per cent, would 
age in all eases. But, suppose that have given in gross, a very inade- 
(as in the Central Provinces) the quate revenue. 
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For, after all, the half-assets was never a hard-and-fast 
rule: even in the North-Western Provinces, so much de- 
pended on the practical meaning given to the term ‘ assets ' 
by the assessment proceedings. And in the latest orders 
issued in 1888, I find the Chief Commissioner only pro- 
posing ^that the percentage of revenue to assets should vary 
between 50 and 65, in individual villages. Less than a 
half should rarely be taken, and the maximum limit should 
be 65. In the assessments already sanctioned for the 
Raipur and Bilaspur districts ... 60 per cent, has been 
taken as the maximum fraction.’ 

The Government of India ^ agreed in general, that the 
Central Provinces should be treated solely with reference 
to ‘ local conditions.’ The ^ 50 per cent.’ rule ^ is not con- 
clusive anywhere, is least of all so in the Central Provinces, 
where . . . the proprietorship of the malguzars was a recent 
creation of the British Government.’ We gave them what 
they had not before, and it is quite right therefore to limit 
the profit of. the gift to what is fair to all parties. The 
Government orders further say, ' as it is these tenants who 
have chiefly profited by the progress of the country since 
the last Settlement ’ (and it might be added have profited 
by the Government securing their fixity of tenure and rent) 
‘ it does not seem wholly reasonable to obtain the increase 
of revenue due to Government, wholly or principally from 
the malguzar’s share of the assets ; or in other words, to 
appropriate the whole of the enhancement to Government, 
leaving the landlord practically a fixed rent-charge on bhe 
estate. The Government of India was of opinion, subject 
to further explanation, that the provisions of the law should 
be fully utilized by enhancing the rent of tenants with 
regard to this consideration. If, after this has been done, 
an assessment at half-assets on the rental of the old and 
new cultivation together*, fails to give the usual proportion 
of increase on the old revenue, a larger share of the assets 
may be taken from the landlord.’ 


^ (No. 451 K., dated 24th August, 1887, Revenue and Agriculture 
Department. ) 

p f a 
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In reply to these orders, a very interesting letter was sent, 
explaining the method of assessment, from which I have 
already made an extract. Nothing was said in the way of 
‘ further explanation ' to modify the opinion that, by such 
enhancement as the law allows, the tenant should bear his 
share of the just increase. 


Section III, — Subsidiary Questions reoardino the 
Settlement. 


§ I. As8essm,ent of Improvements'^. 

New cultivation is not properly an improvement, so far 
as it is effected without any special outlay in bringing into 
use the inherent qualities of the soil. But it will have 
been gathered from what has been said, that our new assess- 
ments are on actual rents, so that a further increase of 
cultivation during the currency of the new Settlement, will 
go wholly to benefit the people. 

Durable improvements are (i) embankment of land to 
secure water for rabi’ crops ; { 2 ) irrigation works, viz. tanks 
or ponds, canals, permanent wells, and lifts on the banks 
of streams ; these will be encouraged by exemption from 
assessment at the next ensuing Settlement. The new Settle- 
ments, and also future ones, will be for twenty years as 
a rule, so that a minimum exemption of twenty-one years, 
and a maximum of thirty-nine years, can be obtained 
‘ This plan may be a rough and ready one, but it would 


^ There seems ground for heliev- 
ing that works of improvement of 
a large and costly character were 
offcener made under native rule 
than under ours. This is due to 
the difference of system. The 
‘ Raja"' assumed to be owner of the 
soil, and to take what he pleased, 
so that he had it in his power 
to give away to favoured persons 
very valuable privileges of fixity of 
tenure and rent, in case any person 
consented to make an important 
tank or embankment. In Chanda, 
the construction of a tank was re- 
cognized as a title to the lessee to 
remain in possession. Most of the 
existing tanks owe their existence 


to this condition. The construc- 
tion of smaller works, for the bene- 
fit of individual holdings, is, how- 
ever, favoured by our system. 

2 E. g., a well made just after the 
new Settlement now being made 
would, of course, not alter the an- 
nounced assessment, so the benefit 
obtained from it would run for this 
twenty years, and it would not be 
liable to be assessed at the ensuing 
Settlement either, thus getting 
thirty-nme years. A well, on the 
other hand, made during the last 
year of the revised Settlement 
would get its benefit for the twenty 
years of the next ensuing revision. 
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be workable, and fall in with the ideas of the people. It 
would be an easy matter for a Settlement Officer to ascer- 
tain whether an improvement had been made since the last 
preceding Settlement, as he would have the maps and 
records of the Settlement to go on. If it were found that 
the improvement had been made since the last Settlement, 
he would go no further in his inquiries, but would exempt 
it then and there. It would assist the people to realize the 
concession, and would, without doubt, strengthen their 
faith in it, were arrangements made for the issue of cer- 
tificates to persons who, in future, made improvements of 
a permanent description, formally declaring such improve- 
ment to be free from assessment at the next Settlement. 
The staff of patwaris and their inspectors would enable the 
Deputy-Commissioner to make all necessary inquiries with- 
out difficulty. . . . They would, of course, greatly assist a 
Settlement Officer in giving effect to orders of exemption.’ 
i . . As to the way in which practical effect should be given 
to the exemptions in the assessment, it will be easy to do 
this in the case of tenants, in a way they will readily un- 
derstand, by under-classing their land for the purposes of 
valuation. In the case of the malguzars, the limitation put 
on the share of the assets taken, will prevent their losing 
the benefit of improvements on their own holdings.’ The 
Government of India has formally approved these rules 
adding that ' in fixing the term for which exemption from 
assessment should be allowed, specially costly works should 
receive special treatment.’ 

§ 2. Bistrihution of the Assessments. 

It will be observed that under these Settlements, the dis- 
tribution of the village totals (which are not ascertained in 
the lump, but by aggregating distinct area-rates) is not left 
to the people, as it necessarily is in the North-Western 
Provinces and the Panjab. It is done by the Settlement 
Officer ; and though in some cases complaints were made and 
the people were offered the option of re-adjusting the actual 
^ No. 105, dated 31st January, 1888. 
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rates payable by each villager (irrespective of the calcu- 
lated rates of the Settlement), this option was declined. 

§ 3. Period of Settlement. 

The Chief Commissioner held that ^ the experience of the 
current Settlement has been to discredit the fixing of the 
land-revenue in such a progressive province as this, for so 
long as thirty years.’ The latter term is preferred in the 
North-Western Provinces, -where the conditions are dif- 
ferent, and where cultivation has fairly extended, and 
development is approaching its full limits. In the Central 
Provinces it is otherwise; cultivation has increased, and 
can still increase enormously ; the opening up of the coun- 
try by railways will completely revolutionize the economical 
conditions of the districts ; so that to fix a Settlement for 
pore than twenty years would be injurious to the interests 

the State. The orders are to fix twenty years as the 
standard period, but to adjust it in each case with reference 
to the date of completion of the revision Settlements. It 
would be inconvenient to have all the districts falling in at 
the same time ; and the periods will be so arranged, that the 
Settlements -will fall in one after another, and thus the 
Settlement Staff will be able to deal with each at once, and 
not lose to Government the proper increase, because so many 
revisions falling due at once, all cannot be taken up. This 
modification will lead to some of the districts getting some- 
thing under, and some a little over, the twenty years. 

The Government of India has directed that the period 
for each Settlement should be specifically reported, and rea- 
sons given when the local area is proposed for Settlement ; 
or if not convenient then, when the assessment is reported 
for the information of the Government. 

\ § 4. RaiyatwdH Settlements. 

^ It should be remembered that all villages and lands in 
the Central Provinces have not been made over to mAl- 
guzar proprietors. In the Chanda district a number of 
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] villages are settled with the raiyats dhect ; and as this 
' system is likely to extend, direct provision lias been made 
in the amended Land-Eevenue Act. 

I have already mentioned that when the waste areas 
were allotted to villages, there were a certain number of 
tracts in which it was not a matter of villages with adj oin- 
ing waste, but of tracts of waste with small hamlets scat- 
tered through them. Here the waste-allotment rules could 
not be applied, and the villages were treated as holdings of 
Tdiyats under Government, the whole plot remaining as 
Government property. It is further probable that a miyat- 
wd'H system will considerably extend itself in anothor way. 
All the surplus waste became district forest or State forest, 
but it is now recognized that a considerable portion of this 
had better be cultivated ; and as settlers are found bo take up 
the lands, it is not intended to make propTietary villages, 
hut to treat them on a raiyativdri method. 

^ Sections 67 A to 67 1 of the amended Act give the neces- 
sary legal provisions. 

^ Settlement rates imposed on raiyats fields (or, as they 
/ are called in the Act, * survey numbers ’) may be either 
^progressive, or may be according to the results of each 
( harvest. The raiyafs holding may be relinquished as usual 
under raiyatwdri systems ; it is heritable, but the po-wer of 
transfer IS limited: ‘inasmuch as experience has shown, 
that the conferring of a *€ransferable right on a raiyat proves ^ 
too often a curse instead of a blessing. The raiyat is 
tempted to borrow money on the security of his holding,” 
and loses his land 

'The amended Act also makes provision for a headman in 
raiyatwdri villages — for his duties and remuneration. 

, Speech of Mr. E. Crostliwaite in introducing the Bill into the Legis- 
lative Council, June 27th, 1889. 



CHAPTEE III. 

THE LAND-TENURES. 

Section I. — General Features of the Province. 

§ I. Ancient Gondwdna. 

The Central Provinces represent, at least over a great 
part of them, the theatre of four kingdoms of Gondwdna — 
the country of the Gonds — a Dravidian race. 

In the General Chapter (Vol. I. Chap. IV. p. 119) I have 
sketched what is known of the Dravidian organization ; and 
pointed out, on the authority of Mr. J. F. Hewitt how 
readily it amalgamated with that of the Aryan (Hindu) 
immigrants. 

We have no knowledge of the actual Gond kingdoms 
before the fifteenth or sixteenth century of our era And 
then it is certain that there were great Eajas with minor 
chiefs under them. Within historic times the greater por- 
tion of the country was waste and forest; and it seems 
probable that the location of permanent villages slowly 
took the place of the shifting and temporary cultivation in 
the hill jungles, known in these provinces as ‘dhaya/ or 
‘ bewar,’ and ‘ niwar ’ in Sambalpur. As cultivation gra- 
dually became permanent, under groups of colonists led by 
their hereditary headmen, the evidence points to the fact 
that the headman never claimed to be the owner of all the 
village area, but each family held its own land on the 

^ See his very interesting paper p. 613. 
on Village Communities in Journal ^ Administration Rex^ort, Central 
Soaeiy of Aiis, May, 1887, vol. xxxv. Provinces, 1882-83, Part 11 p. 9. 
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ancient and well understood title of having first cleared 
the waste. As to the surrounding jungle, that belonged to 
the Raja or the chief, though it was understood that the 
villagers were entitled to use it for grazing, firewood, 
timber, and other products. In course of time, as usual, 
the headman became more connected with the State 
organization, to realize the king’s or the chief’s share in 
the produce. We have no evidence of landlord families 
getting a footing in individual villages, or of bodies of clan 
adventurers establishing (landlord) village estates. It may, 
therefore, be safely conjectured that if village communities 
of the ‘pattidari’ tjpe were ever to be found, i.e. villages 
held by a body of relatives jointly holding and claiming 
the entire area in a ring fence, as lords of the soil, it 
wmuld bo, in comparatively modern times, from the chief’s 
estates having disintegrated, or where the chiefs or the 
Raja had made grants or allotments to younger scions of 
his family. It may be conjectured that the Gond system 
of kings and chiefs — each with their estates — would have 
resulted in a similar state of things, if circumstances had 
favoured it, as they did in other parts ; but they did not. 
Certainly the Gond villages presented no feature of joint- 
ownership, as far as ive can judge from survivals, as we 
shall presently see. In mocloin, times, throughout the Cen- 
tral Provinces, except in a few places where joint (zammdaii 
and pattidaii villages) occur in the northern distiicts (where 
the Rajputs had been), the villages are like those of the 
Dakhan, of the non-landlord or raiyatwAri type. We have 
groups of cultivators — each responsible for his own holding 
— and, as we noticed in !Nimar, absolutely declining any 
joint liability for the revenue of the village as a whole. 
There was a common headman, who managed the village, 
and the usual staff of village servants and artizans, but no 
one claimed any proprietary right over anything but his 
own holding. 

§ Site of Ancient Kingdoms. 

As regards the actual sphere of the ancient conquests, we 
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have certain historical facts to go on; and also a glance 
at the Census returns 'will give ns some clue to tribal 
settlements and conquests, by showing the numbers and 
location of certain prominent castes or tribes. 

The Narbada Valley and the north-eastern parts of the 
Satpiira hills were certainly the scene of K^jput (or mixed 
Eajput) kingdoms of Haihaiyas, Pramards, and Chauhans, 
as might be expected, from the neighbourhood of Eaj- 
putana and Malwa. Their rule lasted till about the 
thirteenth century. The Ghhattisgarh districts of Eaipur 
and Bilaspur were in the hands of Eajput rulers at the 
date of the Maratha conquest in the eighteenth century; 
and Sambalpur was a Eajput kingdom, though of the 
Orissa type, the people being Uriya-speaking and a large 
proportion of them Uriya Brahmans. 

The writer of the Administration Report of 188^^-83 also 
mentions a settlement of Pramara E^jpiits somewhere in 
the Nagpur province. 

§ 3. Indications of Tribes occupying the Province. 

As regards population, the Kolarian tribes are found 
chiefly in the hilly tracts of the northern part of the pro- 
vince, and the Dravidian (Gonds, &c.) in the southern part. 
The census shows over eight-and-a-quarter millions (in 
round numbers) of Hindus, a, 400,000 of Dravidians (Gonds), 
half a million of Kolarians (Kols, Bhxls, Karkus, &c.), and 
a small number of ^unclassified aboriginal tribes^.’ As 
the Gonds have been progressively ‘Hinduized,' it is im- 
possible to say how many of the ‘ Hindus ' are not really of 
ln(^ origin. 

^he Dravidians form 20*8 of the population (Gonds being 
177 per cent.)^ the districts of Nhnar and S%ar having 
only a small number, and Nagpur also. The Kolarians are, 

‘^Administration Bepoit, 1882-83, large clans, of wMcli some are still 
p. 39. more or less localised, e. g tlie 

^ TLe principal of the other Dravi- Muria of Bast^r, the Maria of Chdn- 
dian castes are Kondh (only in da, and the castes called Pardhto, 
Sambalpur and Feudatory States), Dhur“Halba(Ri£ipurandBhandai*^), 
and Sabava. The Oonds formed and Bdhria in the north. 
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of course, a small percentage (4*4 per cent.) and are confined 
(as might be expected) to Sambalpur with its northern and 
southern Feudatory States bordering on Chutiya Nagpur 
and Orissa. They form also an element in the population 
(57 per cent.) of Bilaspur, of Mandla (<5*3), Jabalpur (8 per 
cent.)^ Narsinghpur (4*6 per cent.), Chhindwara (3‘2), Hu- 
shangabad (7*3), Betul (ii’i), and in NTimar. In other 
words^ the Kols, Kawars, Baigas, &c., have spread through 
the hilly region of the north and east from their home 
further east. 

There are, of course, many other castes who apparently 
came from the south and west, in smaller numbers. The 
industrious Kunbi or Kurmi tribe or caste numbered about 
three-quarters of a million in 1881, and these are supposed 
to have come from the south originally^. The curious 
tribes of Gfijars, who settled so largely in the Panjab and 
then penetrated into the Gujardt districts of Bombay, ex- 
tended their location to the Narbada Valley, and something 
under 50,000 of them are found in the districts of Hushang- 
£bad, MmAr, and Narsinghpur. 

§ 4. The Gond Village, 

Our principal means of judging what the Gond land 
organization was like, is by inference from what is known 
of Orissa and Chutiya Nd^gpur, where we have examples of 
the Kolarian organization, and how it was modified by the 
Ur^oh (Dravidian) conquerors. 

I The principal features of the Gond settlements appear 
■ So have been that they occupied the country en mashe, not 
iisturbing the existing inhabitants ; they would, no doubt, 
bake the best lands for themselves, but there was room for 
ooth. We have evidence, as Mr. Hewitt describes, that the 
Gonds had a strong central Government, which they 
established over, and in addition to, the earlier organization 
of the Kols, and which consisted in grouping the villages 

^ There is some reason to belieTe the south ; their supposed connec- 
that they are derived from, or eon- tion or admixture with the Kaurava 
nected with, the VelMlar caste of or Kuru Aryan elan has also been 
colonists, famous agriculturists of adverted to. 
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into unions (=parlia and the nad of Southeim India), and 
managing the affairs of those unions by councils of village 
chiefs. They placed the great Raja in the most important 
(central) domain, and grouped the other territories into 
greater or lesser chiefs’ estates, around the former. 

Their system of taking revenue was apparently, in its 
original form, not that of taking a share of the grain-pro- 
duce of every field, but the allotment in each village of 
(4 certain area (called majh-has in Chutiyd Nagpur), the 
produce of which went to the royal granary or chief's 
granary as the case might be, or to some grantee or relative 
of the king or chief to whom it might be assigned. 

I ‘ The rest of the area,’ says Mr. Hewitt, ‘ was divided into 
‘ allotments called “ khunt ” ; these were assigned to the 
founder's families who held the village offices. All these 
. . . were made hereditary. They were called “ bhiiinhar,” 
/and were chosen from the original settlers.’ At a recent 
period, however, the king or chief added to his wealth by 
taking a share of the produce of all fields (except those of 
the founder’s allotments), and he then introduced an ac- 
countant called ^ Mahto,’ to look after his collections. This 
functionary was provided with an allotment ; and thus the 
hhiints were held by the king or chief, by the old headmen, 
the mahto, the priest of the village, local and national 
deities, and by the old families: the rest was held by 
tenants and inferiors. The took no revenue-share 

from the bhuinhar lands or those oT 'the priests, and hence 
land became classified into Raj -has, that paid the king’s 
share, and land that did not pay. Under such a system, 
of course, it was possible for the Gonds, who are represented 
as a peaceably-inclined people, to extend the villages, merely 
securing allotments for themselves and taking the rents 
from the rest, without seriously interfering with the cul- 
tivating possession of whatever people might be settled 
before — if any. 

Such a village-system would very soon settle down in 
later times, into the ordinary village in which all culti- 
vators were alike, the headman who becomes the Maratha 
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patel (and the accountant) alone remaining superior. The 
priest is perhaps ousted by the Brahman, and his holding 
is represented by some fields held revenue-free for religious 
purposes. 

I have not found in the Central Provinces reports any 
such distinct vestiges of the Goiid village allotments as 
we find in the Chutiya Nagpur territories^ except indeed 
where the ' watan ' or official tenure of land, preserved in 
certain parts, may be regarded as the survival of the old 
bhiiinhar’s allotment or Idii/jiit. How this constitution 
was further modified by the growth of the headman and 
the emplojnnent of revenue-farmers, will be considered pre- 
sently. 


Section II — Zahindabi, Jagie, and Taluqdari 
Estates. 


One of the most visible remnants of the Gond organiza- 
tion was the fact that the estates of the chiefs — greater 
and lesser — were still found in existence when our rule 
began ; and they have been pieserved under vaiying condi- 
tions, partly according to the policy of the time, partly 
according to the state in which they were found. The 
estates known as ‘ Feudatory/ and as Zamindan and by other 
names, represent the estates of chiefs subordinate to the 
ruling chief, and bound to him in feudal service. They 
repi'esent also, in some cases, service grants of the old raj, 
and estates held by wardens of the marches to preserve the 
peace of the frontier. In some cases, also, they represent 
tracts made over by the ruler to a favoured individual, who 
undertook to reclaim the waste ; such a person was also 
called ‘Zammdar’^. They aie known by various modern 


^ See the speech of Mr. E Crosth- 
waite in Legislative Council. ‘ In 
some parts, especially those which 
were remote from the seat of 
government and which comiirised 
a large amount of waste Lind or 
forest, the Native governments 
used to assign a large tract of land 
to a person called a ‘Zammdar’ 
who had to pay the revenue assess- 


ed on it ’ (this was by way of a 
lumi) sum 01 tiibute, but raised 
from time to time), ‘ and who made 
what he could out of it. He 
managed the estate by letising vil- 
lages or tracts of land to “ theka- 
dais” or gaontiyas,” who paid a 
premium (nazarana'i for tlieir leases, 
and also a yearly levonuc with 
numerous ce&ses." 
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names as j%irs, Taluqddris, and ZainindMs ('Garhotiya’ 
estates in Clihattisgarh.). Fifteen of the larger districts 
were treated as ‘'Feudatory States/ that is, they are techni- 
cally not British tendtory ; they are administered by their 
own chiefs, without interference beyond ordinary political 
control, and pay a fixed annual tribute. When a minority 
occurs, or for some other reason, the Government may take 
the State under management till the chief comes of age, or till 
the special reason ceases to operate. This has been done in 
several cases to the great advantage of the State, which has 
been got out of debt and restored to its ruler in an im- 
proved financial and administrative condition h 

Of the fifteen ‘Feudatory States’ one (Makrai) is in the 
north in the Narbada division, the others are all adjoining 
the Chhattisgarh division. 

There remain ii6 ‘non-feudatory (proprietary) estates.’ 
Their Settlement was made with the ‘Zamindars’ and 
necessarily on somewhat different principles from the mal- 
guzdri villages. 

It will be observed that there is no real difference be- 
tween the ^ Feudatory ’ States and the smaller ‘ Zaminddris,’ 
except that the former, being larger and more important, 
were treated as of higher rank, and as quasi-independent 
territory, while the smaller, though still allowed certain 
privileges, were included in the domains subject to British 
Land Revenue law. 

> As regards the various titles already indicated for these 
^tates, the term ‘ Zamindari ’ does not Imply any direct 
Connection with the Bengal theory of Zamindars. These 
/chiefs were never invested with any office under any go- 
vernment but their own ; the name was merely given them 
for convenience, as they were ‘ landholders ; or else was 
copied from the cases where a grant had been made to 
manage a tract and reclaim its waste as above noted. The 
‘■jagirs’ were probably so called (in Ohhindwara) because 

^ As in many instances tlie es- tribes, it is not surprising that their 
tates are held by illiterate chiefs administration should often leave 
of the Oond, Habla, or Karku much to be desired. 
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the estates -were connected with service in keeping order in 
the hills. The ' Taluqdars/ doubtless, received the designa- 
tion when the estates came under the Muhammadan or 
Maratha rule as the case might be. 

The status of proprietors of this class is by no means 
uniform throughout the province; and this resulted from 
the views that were held at the time when the estates 
came under Settlement ; those views varying from time to 
time. Speaking generally, the Talnqdars of the Sagar- 
Narbada territory and the smaller Zamindars of Bhandara 
and Balagh^t (and some in Eaipur) differ but little from 
ordinary malguzfc. But the Satpura jagfrdars and the 
Zamindars of Chanda, Eaipur, and Bilaspur were granted 
‘ sanads,’ and the succession is by primogeniture. 

The following brief account of the chief's estates, district 
by district, will show the different principles under which 
the estates were granted and settled. 

Seoni. — The Adigaoh ‘jagir’ lapsed to Government in 
1874, and so this district now possesses no such tenures. 

Hushangdhdd, — There are five ^ taluqdari ' estates (sub- 
ject to the rule of primogeniture) and three jagirdaris (trans- 
ferred from the Chhindwdr£ district after Settlement)^. 

The Taluqdars of the Sagar-I^arbada territory came under 
British rule some years before the Zamindd-rs and jagirdars 
of the Nagpur country, and were treated somewhat dif- 
ferently — according to the policy of the North-Western 
Provinces Government of the time. They were not re- 
garded as bearing any special character ; and their estates 
were settled, village by village, in the ordinary fashion, 
the Taluqdar being recorded as- sole proprietor of his own 
villages, and ^ superior-proprietor ' of others in which either 
headmen, grantees, or farmers (thekadars) wex'e found, who 
were held to deserve the sub-proprietary status. The Taluq- 
dars differ but little from ordinary proprietors 

Ghliindwdrd. — Contains nine jagirs. No Settlement was 

' See i?,, p. 156, sections 23 - 35 , 2 See S. i?., Chapter XI, section 

and for some estates in Jabalpur, 499, &c 
see the /S. i?., section 98. 
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made beyond an inquiry into tbe rights of the jdgirdar. 
The ^sanad' (or patent) grants the land-revenuej excise, 
house-tax (pandhari), but not minerals ; it imposes restric- 
tions on cutting the forests, prescribes primogeniture, makes 
the estate indivisible, and non-transferable 

In Ghdndd there are twenty Zamindarfs, occupying nearly 
half the district, and including the great Ahiri estate. The 
boundary of the estate was mapped, but no interior or field- 
maps were prepared. The rights of inferior proprietors 
under the Zammdar, and of tenants, were inquired into 
and recorded, and a wdjib-ul-’arz, or administration paper, 
prepared. 

The estates (according to the wajib-ul-’arz) are non- 
transferable without consent of Chief Commissioner, 
indivisible, and succession is regulated : the descent is 
by primogeniture. The Zammdar, as usual, gets (besides 
his rents) the excise, pandhari-tax and forests. The right 
which would make a man ^ proprietor ’ of his holding in a 
Government (khalsa) village, is to give a similar right in 
the Zamindari to heads of villages (patel), mukasaddr, 
muktadar, and farmers (these terms will be explained pre- 
sently). Occupancy-tenants are also recognized. 

Bhanddfd. — There are twenty-seven Zamindari estates, 
occupying about 37 per cent, of the district area. The 
Zamindars have different rights. Some villages are held 
by them in sole proprietary right, others having been 
leased to thek^dars, who are held to have certain rights ; 
in others, they hold only as ‘superior proprietors,’ the 
village-owners below them being protected by a sub-Settle- 
ment. There are 590 Zamindari villages, of which 
belong to the first class, 139 to the second, and 181 to the 
third class. The villages were all surveyed and settled 

^ Forms of the sa,nads are given villages and towns, like the ‘ muh- 
in the volume of Translations of tarafa" of other parts, which was 
specimen forms of Wdjib-uyars^ adop- the overlord’s levy on the non- 
ted in the Settlement, 1865-76, agricultural part of his community. 
X%pur, 1885. The collection of this tax in certain 

2 The Pandhari (or Pandhari- districts is regulated by Act XIV 
patta — Wilson') was a sort of license of 1867. 
tax or fee levied from traders in 
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just like the Midlsa^ or Government villages, except that 
the waste was left to the estate, but separately measured as 
a ‘forest' mahal, and settled with the Zammdar for a 
term of three years. 

Bdldghdt, — About one-third of the district is held by 
nine Zammdars. These were dealt with in the same way 
as described for Bhanddrd. Some of the ZamindAris are 
here held by two or three brothers jointly. 

BdipuT, — In this district there are seventeen of the 
Chhattisgarh Zamindaris, variously treated. In two, 
neither Settlement-survey nor village records were made. 
In six estates, blocks of jungle and of cultivation were sur- 
veyed and village records made. In nine estates, villages 
were surveyed and settled just like Government villages ; 
rights subordinate to the Zamindars were recorded, and a 
sub-Settlemenfc granted in some cases. The patents make 
the estates indivisible, non-transferable, descending by 
primogeniture; widows may succeed, however: and it is 
provided that forests are to be ‘ managed by the Zamind^r 
under the rules obtaining in the Government unreserved 
forests 

Bildspur, — Contains the rest of the Chhattisgarh (proper) 
Zamindaris, some of them called ‘Garhotiya' (holders of 
forts). They were settled for twenty years, for a lump-sum 
payable by the Zamindar. No village measurements were 
made, only the boundaries of each Zamindari were surveyed 
and mapped. Lists of the villages were made out and the 
rights of the gaohtiy^s, or headmen, recorded. The forests 
are provided to be managed as in Raipur. In this district 
are two ‘ t^huddari ' estates They are settled very much 
like the Hushangabad talukas, village by village. 

Bamhalpw, — Contains seventeen ZamindAris. Some of 
the chiefs misconducted themselves in the mutiny, but their 
estates were regranted on proclamation of the amnesty. 
Agreements, called qabldliyats, were taken from them. 

^ See form of patent in the Wdjib- lease on j&xed terms for colonizing 
uUarz volume. the waste. See Bilaspur S. R., § 313, 

® An Arabic word tahud, derived Raipur S R., § 242. 
from ‘ ahd ^ a covenant, meaning a 

VOL. 11. G g 
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One of the most important, Chandarpur-Padanpnr^ was 
completely settled, and the rights of the gaohtiyas and of 
the raiyats are just the same as in Government villages^, 
only that the Zamindar takes the revenue and manorial 
dues, and the proprietary privileges generally. This 
Zamindari was not an ancient one, but a modern grant 
for good service to an ofBcial. There was some mistake 
about the original grant, and finally these parganas were 
given. Government was therefore bound to protect the 
raiyats in a special manner. 

§ I. Mode of Assessment. 

In most cases, the annual payment, or quit-rent, of the 
Zamindar, called takol% is fixed for a term of years In 
future, as the estates advance in prosperity and resources, 
it is intended to bring the villages under regular settle- 
ment: the differences in treatment of the estates, which 
characterized the last Settlements, will then disappear. 

§ 2. ZaminddHs no longer ‘ Scheduled Districts! 

I should here mention that the exemption from the 
ordinary land-revenue and other laws of certain of the 
Zamindaris (consequent on their being included in Act XIV 
of 1874, the ^Scheduled Districts Act^) is now repealed, 
and the Zaminddris are subject to law like any other pro- 
prietary estates. This does not, of course, refer to the ' Feu- 
datory States,’ which are, legally speaking, foreign territory. 

§ 3. Founding of Villages in Zaminddris. 

Some interesting particulars about ^Zamindaris’ de- 
serve to be noted. Whether the Zamindari was the 
ancient territory of a chief, or was merely granted by the 
Native Government of the time to some favoured person 

^ See S. i?., § 169, et seq. together, a varying proportion went 

^ 2 Where there was a village-to- as the Zamindar’s takoli to Govern- 
village settlement, the assessment ment, and the rest went to the 
of these (or ^ kamil jama " as it was Zamindar. Some of the Zamindari 

called) was made as if it had been and taluqd^ri estates are allowed to 
a Government village, and then the be revenue-free, 
estates of the villages being added 
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Mmo undertook the management (see p. 445 and Tiote), the 
®me procedure as to establishing villages in the waste has 
Been observed. And thiSj in all probability, illustrates the 
method in which villages grew up all over the province. 

The object of the ’Zamindar’ was, of course, to make as 
much as he could ; and this he effected, not only by leasing 
existing villages, but by allowing the occupation of tracts 
of waste, on easy terms, and encouraging the foundation 
of new villages. Very commonly, one of the ^aboriginar 
inhabitants, who could not find room in his own home, would 
select a spot that pleased him, and commence clearing 
the ground, with the aid of a few relatives and followers. 
And thus the nucleus of a permanent village was formed. 
A very good series of articles appeared in the Pioneer, in 
1889, on the founding of villages, from which the following 
extract is derived. The author is unknown to me. 

‘ In marching through the numerous tracts of forest with 
which the greater parts of the more backward of the Chhattis- 
garh Feudatory States are covered, it is not unusual to come 
across a small group of primitive huts, surrounded by some 
acres of sandy soil on which charred stumps are still standing, 
and which are sown with cotton and oil-seed and a coarse kind 
of hill-rice. On inquiring to whom this little clearing belongs, 
it will generally be found that it has been settled by an abori- 
ginal emigrant from some neighbouring village who, in his 
forest wanderings, has selected the spot as favourable for culti- 
vation, and whom the greater freedom and absence of restraint, 
with possible hopes of future gain, have induced to try his 
fortune here, and to carry on with his own hand the unceasing 
war waged by man against the unchecked forces of Nature. 
He may have induced a brother or an uncle to emigrate with 
him, and they with their families and the propitiator of the 
village god, who is appointed as soon as the hamlet is settled, 
make up the nucleus of the village, which, if energy endures 
and fortune favours, will in due time take the place of the pre- 
sent little settlement. For the first year or so little can be 
done. The forest is burned down where the difficulty seems 
to be least, and the ashes afford manure for the first scanty 
crops of hill-rice. Meanwhile, however, cutting is being com- 
menced on a larger scale ; and soon, with the aid of the axe 

Og ^ 



452 


LAND SYSTEMS OE BRITISH INDIA. [BOOK ill. 


and of fire, plots are cleared where oil-seed can he sown, and 
the surplus produce sold at the distant bazaar. Irrigation is 
not yet thought of, and it is interesting to notice that it is the 
high-lying and inferior lands which are the first to come under 
the plough, and that the lower rice-lands and richer and less 
yielding soils are reserved for times when some little capital 
and more easily available labour give the needful means for 
cultivating them.’ . . . 

^ The original settler soon notices that there is abundance of 
waste land for cultivation, and that, if he could induce other 
settlers to join him, it would not only add to the comfort and 
safety of the settlement, but would give him labour for the 
common purposes of the village, and would thus allow him 
leisure to commence some simple irrigation work and to bring 
some of the lower lying land (for I am dealing with a rice 
country) under the plough. As the village is already started 
and the land practically cleared, he soon induces a few land- 
less cultivators from neighbouring tracts to join him, and as 
the little community grows, they are joined by waifs and strays 
of the lower castes, whose subsistence is everywhere precarious 
and who are glad to find a home where they can always live on 
wild fruits and roots, and where they can generally obtain a 
subsistence as watchmen or menial servants in the rising 
village. The new cultivators are not in most cases called 
upon to pay rent. The ruling chief has probably not heard of 
the little settlement, and even should he have heard of it, he 
is only too glad to encourage the enterprise and to let the 
original settler have the plot on a nominal payment of a rupee 
or two a year. 

^ Though, however, rent is not generally paid, help is taken 
and given. The original settler, who now assumes the posi- 
tion of headman, lends seed and cattle to the cultivators, if 
they need it j while they, on the other hand, agree to give 
him a certain amount of labour in ploughs and men for the 
cultivation of his home-farm. In this way the headman gains 
some little leisure, and can begin to embank a suitable spot 
which will serve to irrigate the lower lying lands which pro- 
mise a richer crop of rice than those which he has hitherto 
reaped. In due time a small tank is made ,* other improve- 
ments follow ; the produce of the land becomes more plentiful ; 
cultivators gradually increase, and the few village servants are 
appointed from among the non-cultivating residents and are 
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paid by grants of land and small payments in kind. New 
cultiyators are welcome ; the competition is for men, not for 
land ; and both in the case of cultivators and in that of village 
servants, the hereditary principle rules, because there are no 
competitors and possession is undisputed and undisturbed. 
The village watchman, the priest of the village god, and the 
herdsman of the cultivator’s cattle, form the simple village 
staff, and there are no disputes regarding lands, because on 
that point there is no rivalry.’ 

Then it happens that the chief hears of this village : an 
official is sent to the spot, and the ^ headman ’ undertakes 
to pay a ‘ nazarAna ’ for a ‘ lease "" of three to five years 
or so, and to collect certain dues from the other villagers. 
Observe that the headman’s home-farm (the old Dravidian 
allotment or khiint) — which is sure to be the best land — 
pays nothing but the nazarana, and is probably also worked 
partly by labour contributed for a day in the week or so by 
the others. The ‘gdontiya’ is asked about the number, 
caste, and other particulars of the settlers, and how much 
land they have, and then a lump-sum (or a total of grain) is 
bargained for, which the headman has to distribute over the 
village holdings ; but observe that they are not his rents ; 
they are the Raja’s, and are all payable to the chief, so that 
there is no question of the headman being owner, or of hu 
having any right to ‘ enhance ’ the rents. It is quite pos- 
sible that in time, the chief or the ‘ Zammddr,’ with a view 
to getting more revenue, will oust the old gdohtiya, and put 
in a more energetic ' thekadar.’ 

There are many cases where new villages have arisen in 
this way, as offshoots or hamlets from a parent village. An 
energetic cultivator is started with grain and ploughs, and, 
perhaps, freed from all rents for two or three years. In other 
cases, the chief will himself locate cultivators and build up 
a village. The graphic winter, whose words I have quoted, 
also speaks of dependants or relatives of the chiefs who are 
granted tracts or smaller estates in the outlying lands. 
They are called ‘ garhtiya ’ or ‘ tdhudd^r.’ Here the estate- 
holder pays a ^ nazar ’ to the Raja, and gets a headman and 
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followers to start a village, exacting in his turn a nazar (of 
larger amount) from the headman. 

In these cases, the ‘ Zammdar,* the chief, the garhtiya, &c., 
have hecome recognized under our rule as ‘proprietors’; 
but the headmen of villages, whose rights might be various 
according to circumstances, were not protected at all, till 
the passing of Section 65 A of the amended Eevenue-Act, 
which grants certain rights under the conditions stated in 
the section. 


y § 4. Origin of Villages generally. 

f These cases of village-founding in the waste are interest- 
ing, as probably showing the origin of a large number of 
village estates throughout the province; both in the chief’s 
estates which survive, and in the king’s domain which has 
now become the Government or khalsa land. How little, in 
such cases, the headman is really owner of anything but 
his ‘ sir ’ or home-farm, and how little the settlers are 
entitled to be called his tenants, will at once appear. Be 
had nothing, in many cases, to do with their rents, which 
all went to the Eaja; he had no power of enhancement, 
except as the agent for a new distribution of any heavier 
sum the Eaj^ might have demanded as he saw the village 
grow. Nor was the chief, originally, the proprietor of the 
soil, though his power may have enabled him to control 
the cultivators very much as he pleased. 


/ 


§ 5. The Khalsa Area. 


There is really nothing to distinguish the natural 
tenures in the areas still held by chiefs and those in the 
rest of the country — ^the hhdlsa. or land directly held under 
the Government, the revenues of which are paid to the 
State treasury. As usual, we find this territory consisting 
of ^ mauzas,’ or villages which are natural groups of culti- 
vation, and are only artificial in a few cases where sales 
of waste-land, &c., have given rise to new villages (see 
Land-Ee venue Act of 1881, definition of ‘village ’). 
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Section III. — The ViLLAaE-TENUKES. 

§ I. General Remarks. 

In the modern form of village-tenure of the khalsa dis- 
tricts we now find a specific change. The proprietary- 
right as it now exists — the malguzari tenure — is a creation 
^|of our own system. In the North-Western Provinces and 
the Panjabj the idea of the middleman proprietor has 
generally found expression only in an ideal form, the 
village-body, as a whole, being the proprietor. In Oudh, a 
proprietary-right has been recognized in the Taluqdar ; 
and in Bengal a similar but larger right in the Zamindar. 
But in all these cases, the tenures — however much they 
’may owe to our legal shaping and development — are still, 
more or less, natural in their origin, and are based on 
existing features of landed interest which arose, grew in 
form and strength, and became fixed, by the historical 
circumstances of the country, the effects of conquest, and 
of the changes and chances of Native rule. 

^Biit in the Central Provinces we find an almost wholly 
arSffiH^r‘'^Mufe,“^c7eaI)ed”Ty hur rev^ue-^^ and by the 
policy of the Government of the day. The circumstances 
of tfie^^Hages were such, that a'^strohg body entitled to be 
called proprietor of the whole not appearing, there was 
the usual latitude for difference of opinion as to whether 
a raiyatwari Settlement should be made or not. The dis- 
tricts first settled were, as we have seen, under the North- 
Western Provinces Government. In some of these there 
were really proprietary- villages ; but the feeling of the 
administration was then in favour of village Settlements, 
and against raiyatwari; hence it was desired to find a 
proprietor for all. It is a question that may be debated, 
whether the (non-landlord) villages were in a state in 
which separate raiyats could have maintained themselves 
as well as they do in Bombay ; or whether they were in 
such a condition as to need the help of a ^ proprietor ’ over 
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them. It may also be debated whether the village mal- 
guzars, — the original headmen or later contractors, had 
or had not, in the course of years, grown into something 
very like proprietors. Whatever the truth may be on 
these points, it may safely be said, that if a proprietor was 
to be found for each village, no one else but the patel or 
malguzar could have pretended to the position. It is how- 
ever generally recognized that it was a mistake to find 
proprietors at all : not only have portions of the province 
been left purely raiyatwari, but in all cases, the proprietary- 
right of the malguzar has been much limited. 

My object in this section will be to explain in some 
detail how this new proprietorship over the villages origin- 
ated, and how it developed. 

§ 2. Conferment of Proprietary Right on 
Mdlguzdrs. 

The formal orders under which the new proprietary-rights 
were conferred, should first be noticed. I have already 
alluded to the attempt, in 1846, under the North-Western 
Provinces administration, to constitute estates out of 
the whole raiyati body^ provided they would undertake 
the joint responsibility. It failed completely^. Eight 
years later (in 1854), it was proclaimed that the Govern- 
ment intended to make a twenty-years’ Settlement, and 
' to confer the zamlndari right on such persons as may 
appear to have the best right to such a gift, either from 
their having held long possession, or from their having, 
since cession, brought estates in their possession into culti- 
vation and regularly paid the Government demand on them. 
. . . Every proprietor would have the free right of transfer 
or division.’ These orders for the Sagar-Narbada districts 

^ These orders show how systems abominable. Obviously, Nimar ought 
tend to take hold of people and to have been settled raiyatwari, and 
blind them to all other views. The it would have saved all the subse- 
early authorities seemed to have re- quent correspondence, and also the 
garded a village proprietary as the curious and anomalous position 
only reasonable thing— * an indi- which actually exists, 
vidual proprietary as something 
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were extended to Nimar (No. 43165 dated 19th December, 
1864). 

^ The conferment of proprietary-right in the N agpnr country 

and in Chhattisgarh, was the result of orders which were 
received from the Government of India in the Foreign 
Department, to which the Commissioner of N%pur was 
then directly subordinate. In the letter (No. 2279, dated 
28th June, i860) it is said : — 

^You state that instructions to the Settlement Officer, re- 
garding proprietary-right, will he submitted for the sanction 
of the Government at a future date ; meanwhile you observe 
that no proprietary-right in the soil has ever been admitted, 
though the incumbency of many of the malguzars has been 
long enough to establish it. 

^ You propose now formally to admit this right, and even to 
restore possession to those who, under the former Government, 
have lost their incumbency from the avarice of the ruler, or 
the caprice of his officers. You would, however, admit the 
proprietary right subject to certain conditions. You would 
allow the holder to mortgage his property for a term of years 
^nder restrictions, and to sublet it, but not to sell it, at least 
for the present ; nor would you make the land liable to sale in 
isatisfaction of decrees of the Civil Courts. You would lend 
(your efforts to improve the position of the village headmen, to 
; re-establish old families, and associate them with the Govern- 
: ment in the suppression of crime and the improvement of the 
country 5 and you would leave the malguzar from 30 to 35 per 
' cent, of the gross rental, and in some cases 40 per cent. 

^ In regard to the admission or creation of a proprietary right 
in malguzars, I am desired to state that the Governor- General 
in Council is strongly in favour of the measure so far as it can 
be carried out without prejudice to the right of others. But 
I His Excellency in Council is in favour of giving the proprietors 
ithus created as large and as absolute a control over the property 
Ivested in them as is consistent with local usage and feeling. 
Where such usage and feeling are not opposed to the measure, 
it can only tend to the prosperity of the province to confer on 
every landholder \ as nearly as possible, a fee simple in his 

^ This did not mean that a single there were several proprietors in a 
proprietor was everywhere to he re- village who had hitheito been re- 
cognized. The orders stated ^ where sponsible in common for the pay- 
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estate, subject only to the payment of revenue of the Govern- 
ment, and to put in his power to dispose of his interests in the 
land as he pleases, by sale, gift, mortgage, bequest or other- 
wise ; and though it is not desired that this policy should be 
pushed so far as to do violence to the feelings of the agricul- 
tural community, or to interfere with vested interests, yet His 
Excellency in Council wishes you to bear in mind that it is 
not the wish of the Government to limit the proprietary-right 
any further than a due respect for such feelings and interests 
requires. 

^The Governor-General in Council, however, agrees with 
you in thinking that land ought not to be made saleable for 
arrears of revenue, except as a last resort, when all other means 
have failed, and that it ought not under any circumstances to 
be liable to sale for simple debt.’ 

Under these orders, proprietary -rights were gifted to the 
mdlguzArs in all the districts of the Nagpur and Chhattis- 
garh divisions, except Sambalpur. The applicability of 
these orders to Sambalpur was, indeed, announced by Sir 
Eichard Temple, in Darbar, at Sambalpur, in i86:^ ; but 
there was a change of policy before they could be carried 
out in that district, as I shall presently relate. 

These orders, it will be observed, strictly reserve the 
rights of others subordinate to the malguzar. How this 
reservation was given effect to will be stated presently. 
The orders also reserved to Government the right in mines 
and quarries, and in large tracts of uncultivated land and 
forest, as already indicated. 

§ 3. Origin of Mdlguzdrs. 

We naturally turn to consider who were the ^malguzfe ’ 
whom the system made proprietors of the villages. 

I have already remarked that, for the most part, the 
districts were (in former days) Gond kingdoms ; and, for 
that lesser part, where Eajput states had existed, or where 
the Dakhan Muhammadan states had extended their rule, 

ment of the land - revenue, such tained until the complete division 
joint responsibility would be main- of the village into separate mahals. 
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the difference of government, for our present purpose, made 
no change in the principle. 

No form of administration that we are acquainted with, 
Aryan or non- Aryan, altogether dispenses with a village- 
headman* Where the village is entirely owned by a body 
of co-sharers, the panchaydt^ or council, no doubt, is collec- 
tive headman ; but, even then, one man is appointed to act 
as a sort of agent with the authorities. It is in the 
raiyatwari village that the real headman is most needed, 
and there he belongs more completely to the State organiza- 
tion — ^having to collect the State dues, to secure the proper 
cultivation of the village, and generally to superintend its 
affairs and settle disputes. 

The laws of Manu already take us to a time where the 
headman is in this position. In some cases we see (as 
in Chutiya N%pur) a king’s headman put in along with 
the original founder-headman, and the former naturally 
reducing the latter to an inferior position. 

The headman is very commonly allowed to hold, more or 
less revenue-free, a certain area of land. That was certainly 
the Gond plan ; and it was so in many similar States. In 
the Dakhan and elsewhere, this ex-officio holding survived 
in the ^ watan ’ of the village and pargana officers. This 
term will be described more fully further on ; here, I 
need only say that it refers to land held in virtue of office, 
and also not only for life, but by the family for ever. The 
' watan ’ (as such) is now only known, in the Central Pro- 
vinces, in the three north-eastern districts that had been 
under Muhammadan rule. This is remarkable, for the 
institution is by no means a Muhammadan one ; but the 
revenue-system of the Dakhan kings scrupulously pre- 
served the ancient forms, and hence this one survived, being 
given a new name by the Perso-Arabic-writing officials of 
the kingdom. In practical use, if not in origin, it is much 
the same as the ‘ bhogra ’ lands of the village headman in 
Sambalpur or Chhattisgarh, or the patel’s ‘ ’inam ’ of other 
places. 

Whether it was in the more powerful and tenacious 
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character of the families who held the ' watan ’ in the 
Dakhan^ or whether there were circumstances of conveni- 
ence, the watan, after it had been fixed by the Muhamma- 
dan system, was often allowed to survive under the 
Marathds. But elsewhere it was different. Either the 
villages of most of the Central Provinces grew up out 
of the waste, at a date when the old Dravidian ideal was 
already in decay, or, more probably still, the rights of the 
headmen were not recognized by the Marathas, who taxed 
all the land, and the headmen began to look for their 
emoluments to other sources. 

The Marathas, no doubt, cared very little for systems and 
rights, as such ; but, wherever their*rule was firmly estab- 
lished, they consulted their revenue-interests best by observ- 
ing moderation, though taxing everything. They did not, 
therefore, encourage great middlemen — the Zamindar and 
the Taluqdar of the Gangetic plain or Bengal ; they knew 
how much revenue such people absorb and intercept. They 
looked askance also on the multitude of pious revenue-free 
allotments and the jagirs granted to court favourites, that 
covered the country ; and, without incurring the odium of 
actually resuming such grants, they made them pay a 
tribute or a quit-rent, whence so many of the Maratha 
tenures (in the Central Provinces and elsewhere) — ^ tibari,’ 
* jodi,' ‘ mukta,’ &c., are held at favourable rates, but not 
free of all revenue. Probably, privileged holdings disap- 
peared under such taxation and the changes frequently made 
in the management of villages. However that may be, the 
‘ watan,’ so marked in Berar and in the Dakhan, has not, 
at any rate under that name, survived as a feature of the 
Central Provinces’ village-system generally. 

§ 4. Consequences of the Mardthd Policy, 

The consequences of the Mardtha policy are apparent: 
the greater Gond and Eajput Eajfe were displaced. 
Only those chiefships (some of them, indeed, representing 
large areas) remained, which were either too remote from 
the centre of authority to be interfered with, or were in 
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hilly or forest-clad country, where there would have been 
no object in interfering with them. A glance at the actual 
position of the feudatory and ordinary Zamindaris and 
jagirs, will at once justify this remark. 

But the village-system, being raiyatw^ri, was in itself 
such that it could not be seriously interfered wiih or modi- 
fied. Individual privileges might be destroyed, but the 
form remained ; and, it must be admitted, as already ex- 
plained, that ideas of proprietary-rigrA^ were very much 
affected by what happened. 

No system, in truth, could be suited to the genius gf 
Maratha finance better than that of groups of independent 
landholders of small areas like those of the Central Pro- 
vinces villages. They took care, however, that the village 
should be completely under the control of the headman, 
who was, in his turn, under the iron vice of necessity to 
furnish the fixed revenue of the village. 

Whenever the original headman was capable, he was 
naturally the best man to trust to ; his influence would 
secure full cultivation (and the consequent revenue-instal- 
ments) better than a stranger would. If, therefore, he was 
a strong man, and could commend himself to the officials, 
his place was secure ; and probably his payment, though 
heavy, was not ruinous. 

If the headman, however, was weak, or was, for any 
other reason, unable to answer for the sum the authorities 
expected, or if a court-favourite wanted the village*, the 
headman was ejected without hesitation, and a farmer put 
in. The farmer, or manager, was at first called mukadam 
(the Hindi or Marathi form of the Arabic muqaddam). But 
under the rules for summary Settlement . of 1855, the 
title of ‘malguzar’ was given, and has since become 
general 


^ The reason probably was that mean the executive headman of a 
mnqaddam was a term which had village (who may be separate from 
other meanings, and so confusion the revenue - engager). See Land- 
might arise. At the present day Bevenue Act Definition, and sections 
the term muhadam or muqaddam 137, 141, &e. 
is used in the Central Provinces to 
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The headmaiij whatever his Gond title may have been, 
was called by the Mardtha term ‘ patel/ As, therefore, the 
revenue-manager of the village might be of various origin, 
he got called by the vague term ‘ mdlguzar ’ — the revenue- 
engager. He might have been the old p^tel, he might be 
an outsider, and the common name suited either. Hence 
we speak of the malguzari Settlement and the m^lguzari 
estate. Only it will be remembered that the person settled 
with, and on whom the estate was conferred, was sometimes 
a patel, sometimes not. 

§ 5. Growth of the Mdlguzdr; question of his being really 
entitled to he made Proprietor, 

There can be no question that the original village head- 
man was never owner of the whole village in any sense 
whatever. A fortiori^ the revenue-farmer was not. 

But the headman, if powerfully supported by the State, 
has great opportunities of growth ; and he may sometimes, 
if not often, slide into a position which a very little 
imagination magnifies into that of landlord. It is worth 
while remarking that in the Guzarat villages, where the 
descendants of Eajput clans had formed really joint bodies 
of owners claiming the entire village among them, every 
co-sharer is addi^essed as ^ patel.’ 

Sir H. Maine has remarked on the tendency of the 
recorded revenue-payer of the State to become proprietor 
The tendency cannot indeed be denied ; but its activity 
and final results depend wholly on the vigour of the rulei*, 
and on the special circumstances of the case. Hence, no 
doubt, if we could really be sure of all details, we should 
find patels and malguzdrs in different parts of the provinces 

^ ‘ As a matter of fact, it is found the various persons settled with . . . 
that all agrarian rights, whether but I dwell on the fact that the 
superior or subordinate to those of various interests in the soil which 
the person held responsible to these names symbolize are seen to 
Government, have a strong tendency grow at the expense of all others.* 
to decay. I will not ask you to — Village Communities^ p. 150 (3rd edi- 
remember the technical names of tion). 
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having very different positions and degrees of connection 
with the estates. In some, the patel had remained for 
generations ; on him the village depended for help for 
advances and seed-grain in bad years ; he was resident 
permanently, and they could not get on without him. 
Sometimes he had founded the village, or dug its tank, and 
made extensive improvements. In other places a mere 
court-favourite held the farm ; he was non-resident ; never 
helped the people ; let the tank go out of use ; and had 
perhaps not twice in his life been inside the village. There 
was ample opportunity, under such a variety of possible 
conditions, for some officers to argue, from facts coming 
under their notice, that the headman or farmer had really 
grown, in the lapse of time, by his status in the village 
(aided by purchases, mortgages, securities, and by his 
general influence), into something very like a real landlord ; 
in other places, there was equal opportunity for declaring 
that his creation as proprietor was absolutely unwarranted 
and artificial. 

In Nirnar, Chanda, and Sambalpur, feeling had so changed 
since the issue of the orders to which I have already referred, 
that great doubt was felt whether the Settlement ought 
not to be quashed. In the two former districts, as we 
shall see, the proprietorship was left, but the ^tenants* 
were protected uniformly, alike from eviction or from any 
enhancement of rent for the term of Settlement ; and where 
the proprietary right had not already been conferred,! 
raiyatwari Settlements were ordered. In Sambalpur thel 
proprietary right was confined to the ‘ bhogra ’ land. 

In writing of the conferment of proprietary right in 
Chanda and Nimar, the Secretary of State went so far as to 
observe: — 

‘You were of opinion that a grievous mistake had been made 
in applying to these districts a system of revenue-administra- 
tion unsuitable to their condition .... I entirely concur 
with Your Excellency in your view of past proceedings, and it 
is a matter of great regret that it is now too late to cancel 
entirely what has been done/ 
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But the other side of the question should not be forgotten. 
ThuSj in reviewing the Nimar Settlement Reportj the Chief 
Commissioner observes : — 

^ Though not proprietors in the English sense of the word, 
they undoubtedly had an interest in the village far beyond 
that of mere collecting agents. If we admit the principle that 
a degree of independent interest in the soil is the best guarantee 
both for the prosperity of the land and for the facility of collec- 
tion, the patel had obviously the first claim to selection as the 
representative of the village community h’ 

All that we can now justly conclude is, that if a pro- 
prietor over the whole village was, as a matter of State 
economy and policy, to be found, there was no one else 
who had (generally) any pretension to be such a proprietor 
but the malguz^r ; and the result is well summed up in the 
language of Mr. (now Sir C.) Grant : ‘ The proprietary 
right was created by consolidating the position of the 
revenue-farmers whom we found managing the villages and 
paying the Government revenue 

§ 6. Original Ifature of PdteVs Office, 

I have already given some description of the Maratha 
revenue-system (Vol. I. pp. 2(5i, I have pointed out 

that it did not intend to destroy the organization of the 
village, as long as its revenue could be collected without 
doing so. Every village had its staff of village servants 
and a recognized headman, whose office was generally, but 


^ A striking instance of the way 
in which a pateFs connection with 
the land grew is to be found in the 
Chanda S. B, And this is the more 
remarkable because Chanda was 
one of the districts in which the 
evil of making the malguzto pro- 
prietors was specially complained 
of. In the troublous times which 
followed 1804, when the Maratha 
power was waning, and every dis- 
trict almost was a sceno of struggle 
for the supremacy, the patels every- 
where came forward and boldly 
protected the villages, erecting 


the mud or stone forts still so 
commonly seen in the midst of 
Central Provinces villages. In such 
times the people leaned almost 
wholly on the patel and submitted 
to him in everything concerning 
the affairs of the village. See also 
an account of the growth of the 
pateFs power under Sir R. Jenkins" 
system in the Nagpur Province, 
and the remarks on it by the Com- 
missioner in his review of the 
Chanda S. R., p. 10. 

^ Gazetteer, Central Provinces, In- 
troduction, p. clxii. 
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not always, allowed to become hereditary. The headman’s 
title is ‘ patel 

In countries where the power of the Government was 
firmly established, it fixed a separate revenue for each 
• landholder and collected it by means of the headman. 
This system was followed in the neighbouring countries of 
Berar, Khandesh, Satara, and Poona; it was essentially 
‘ raiyatwar.’ But in the Maratha districts of the Central 
Provinces a somewhat different system was developed ; this 
is often spoken of as a 'mauzawar’ or village system, hut it 
is by no means to be confused with the modern form of 
the North-Western Provinces Settlement, with which it 
has really nothing in common. Under this system, a lump- 
mm for the ivltole village was fixed, and the headman (patel) 
made out a yearly Gagwan,’ a sort of ‘jamabandi’ (as it 
would be elsewhere called), showing what portion each man 
in the village was to pay, according to his holding and 
according to custom. 

I have already stated that, where the patel was not 
strong enough to secure the payments with requisite 
punctuality, or where from any other cause they thought it 
would pay better, the Maiathas either reduced him to 
a nominal position, or gave over the village to a revenue- 
farmer, who engaged to pay in the whole sum assessed. A 
m£guzar might in this way be put over several villages, 
just as a ' patel ’ may be head now, of more than one village. 

Sir B. Jenkins, the Commissioner who so long superin- 
tended affairs during the Bhohsla Baja s minority, before 

^ The office of ' pdtel/ or in llie villages (see also the section on 
Marathi form patil (often incor- Berar tenmes in vol. 111.). The 
reetly written potel or potail), is of hereditary chaiacter of the patel 
great antiquity Copper grants was most fiimly established in 
haveheen dugup inUjainaddiessed those parts of the pi ovince which 
to the cultivators and ‘ pataliha " of had been under the Muhammadan 
a village (Himar S B. , p. 149 ; see dominion. 

also p. 112, &e ) It is still regarded In Chanda, Mi Pedder reported 
as an office of considerable dignity ; that of the older class of hereditary 
OTeat princes like Holkar and Sin- patois, but few had had continuous 
ihia retain the title of ' patel ’ ; and possession ; 290 of them held 398 
in some distiicts of the Central villages , but of modem village re- 
jProvinecs whore there are chiefs 01 venue-faimers^ 338 held 716 vill- 
IZamindars, they often hold the ages, 
office of patel of their own domanial 

VOL. II. H h 
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the escheat in 1854, thus describes the patel’s position as it 
was in 185^7 : — 

^The office is held at the pleasure of Government, being 
neither hereditary nor saleable^, and at the ejection or resigna- 
tion of the incumbent no ^^malikana’’ is allowed^. Patels 
are, however, frequently succeeded by their sons. Whoever 
the incumbent may be, he is charged with the duties and 
entitled to the privileges of the office, unencumbered with any 
interference or claims on the part of his predecessor or family. 
He is the agent of Government for apportioning and collecting 
the rent (revenue) of his village. The remuneration for agency 
and responsibility, paid either in money or rent-free land, is 
commonly one-fourth of the Government share, subject to 
various deductions which reduce it to about one-sixth.’ 

The cultivators, he adds, ' held on a yearly lease granted 
by the patel.’ But this only means that the Government 
recognized no right in the soil but its own (as conqueror), 
and gave out yearly leases for a certain sum ; it does not 
mean that the patel ‘ granted ’ as landlord, but apportioned 
as managing agent for the State 

In the first period of British administration, no change 
was made in principle ; unless indeed, a change is implied 
in the fact that the leases expressly required the lessee, 
mukaddam or malguzar, not to enhance the raiyat’s assess- 
ment during the term of the lease nor to eject him. 
Ho one reading the lease, as given in Mr. Pedder’s Chanda 
Report, could say there were the materials of a proprietary 
claim within its clauses. Hor could long possession be 
relied on: in Chanda, out of 1:^57 J<^hdlsa villages, only 453 

^ Where it was both hereditary manage leases, was to be called 
and alienable was in the territories proprietor, the village accountant 
(including BenXr) that had been (p^ndy^) and pargana and circle 
under Muhammadan rule. officers des-mukh ’) were equally 

2 The reader will recollect that entitled, as they had remuneration 
malik^na is a cash equivalent given of exactly the same kind, 
to an ex-proprietor who for any - He was supposed not to do so 
reason has been superseded : it re- under the Marathas, but he often 
presents a sort of recognition of his had to make good defaults, &c., by 
right as ^ m^lik.* imposing cesses or ^ patti " as they 

Mr. Redder justly points out were called. The rulers eared 
that if it was to be urged that the nothing so long as the total of the 
piitel because of his share in the village was%made good, 
revenue and his ‘ haq ' or right to 
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villages were held by persons who had more than a thirty- 
five years’ connection with the estate ; but of those about 
two-thirds were representatives of the old patels. 

§ 7. The Watanddr Headmen, 

Before quitting the subject of the headman’s position, 
under Maratha rule^ I should notice that in the north- 
eastern districts the hereditary character of the p^tel was 
more assured, and that there the institution of ‘watan’ or 
lands held in virtue of office, survived. The actual official 
jduty of headman could, of course, be only performed by 
/one person; and the State would always interfere in case 
^ the immediate heir was not competent, and would appoint 
some member of the family, or even some coadjutor, to do 
the work. But the ‘ watan ’ itself remained in the family. 
It included the titles the official dignity and precedence 
(or mSnpan), as well as certain dues and fees on marri- 
ages and other solemnities, and the ownership of the 
‘garhl’ or central enclosure of the village site. But 
its chief object was the land held in virtue of office, as a 
sort of remuneration or means of support (or both to- 
gether), and lightly assessed Not only the patel but all 
the village officials, were holders of a ‘ watan ’ on the same 
principles. The pdndya or patwd,ri and the 'mojamdar’ 
(majmu’idar, a sort of patwarf of a section of a village) had 
each a watan, and so had the ^des-pandya’ and ^des-mukh,’ 
who were superior headmen (over the pandyas and patels 
respectively) in a whole pargana. Yarious other grades ot 
village servants and even hereditary artisans (alauti) had 
also their petty ivatan The Government at the present 
day acts just as the former Government did in respect ot 
the performance of the actual official work. It selects the 
heir who is most fitted ; but though only one can hold the 
actual office, the whole family succeed together — as many 

^ Mmar iS. B, § 187. liad gieat opportunities of getting 

^ Chliindw^ra 5. , § 178 These what he liked into his own hands 

lands often consisted of the liest * See these described m the IS'inntr 

fields in the village, as the headman Sf. B , jip. 138 40 

11 h 2 
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as are entitled by the Hindu law of inheritance — to the 
watan. In this, consequently, there may be several shares ; 
in fact, as many branches as the original stock has thrown 
out Often, when the sharOvS were numerous, the younger 
branches got a plot of land rent-free in commutation of 
their share. There have been many cases where the ^vatcm 
has been partitioned into many shares ; and this is exces- 
sively disadvantageous. In the absence, however^ of any 
custom of primogeniture, or of one heir succeeding, it is 
unavoidable 

§ 8 . ILlustrations from Settlement Reports, 

1 1 have noticed the following instances in the Settlement 
Heports which may illustrate the subject of the rights of 
Headmen, and how far they were recognized : — 

I In Betul^ the p^tels had mostly been displaced, and 
malguzdrs or lessees had taken their place, .and were 
recognized, except in a few cases, as proprietors. 

I In some districts, as Wardha^ and Jabalpur ^ the 
malguzdr, or ^ revenue-engagee,’ is spoken of, and it seems 
that here it is meant that sometimes Ke was an outsider 
lessee, and sometimes the local patel holding the lease. 

In Chanda, again and, indeed, in most of the districts 
which had been managed under Sir R Jenkins’ system 
(under which the grant to outside lessees was discouraged), 
the pdtels had retained their place and were recognized as 
the proprietors, in a number of instances, as already stated. 

In Nimar, which is par excellence the country of the 
watandar patels, the system preceding the present Settle- 

^ In the Berar Gazetteer Mr. (now and in his own town of Sin dkher the 
SirA.)Lyall notices how in Western pluralist holder of all the grants 
Central India the watan is more attached to menial services — wash- 
prized than anything else. Speak- ing, shaving, sweeping, &c. The 
ing of the Sindkher chief (in the family had let go its jagirs, yet had 
south-west corner of Berar) , he seized every sort of loatan on which 
tells us that the family had held it could lay hands (p loi). 

large jagir estates in the sixteenth ^ ^Iso Nimar S. R., p. 112, and 

centuiy. In Upper India he would Hushang^bM p. 55, para. 23. 
on thisbasis have developed to a great ^ S.K, §§,98, 99. 

^Zaminddr" or * Talugdar/ but in ^ S. R, § 144^ 

the Dakhan he vras content to be ^ S.B., § 92. ^ 

the ‘des-mukh’ of a dozen par- ® 8. R., §§ 32 and 277. 

ganas, the ‘ p^tel ’ of fifty villages, 
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ment had been one practically, though not in name, 'raiyat- 
wari,* dealing direct with the individual land occupant ; 
so that here also there had been no place for usurping 
lessees. The orders of Government first contemplated 
making the permanent or resident cultivators or ‘jiinadars^ ’ 
into proprietary communities, jyvovided they vjovM take the 
joint responsibility. But the ‘junadars’ would have none 
of it^ and so the old patels were made proprietors over them. 
In South Nimar, also, the chaudhari, a sort of ‘assistant 
patel.’ was also recognized as proprietor 

In manj?' districts it would seem that whore there had 
been room for a possible choice between a village patel and 
a revenue-farmer, as one only could be selected, it was 
customary to grant the other a ‘ malikana ’ or cash allow- 
ance, as compensation; or perhaps he w^oukl be allowed 
a bit of land rent-free. 

§ 9. Modifications in CJidndd^ Mimdr, and Samhcdpnr. 

Before closing this section, I must allude to the corre- 
spondence that arose, in certain districts, out of the arrange- 
ments for conferring the proprietary title on malgtizars. 

First, a difficulty was felt in the districts of Chanda and 
JSimar. And then a further question was raised about 
Sambalpur. Ii^this latter district it seems that the inter- 
ference was rather accidental.' * The execution of orders to 
confer limited proprietary rights on the headmen had been 
delayed by the disturbances which continued several years 
after The date of the Mutiny ; and meanwhile a revulsion 
of feeling in favour of the raiyatwari method had taken 
place, and there was some hesitation in carrying out the 
original orders. As regards the two districts first named. ^ 
there were perhaps exceptional features to be considered./ 
But not so in Sambalpur ; the headmen of the neighbouring' 
districts of Chhattisgarh were in an exactly similar position j 
and with some justice the headmen of Sambalpur might; 
ask Avhy they were to be differently treated from their 
neighbours ? 

^ The word is derived from the Hindi jun.l = old. ^ Nimar S. E , p. 266. 
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It is, Itowever, unprofitable now to discuss what were 
the precise reasons why the cry for modification arose in 
some places and not in others. What we are really con- 
cerned with is the practical outcome of the discussion; 
and we may devote a brief space to a statement of the 
facts. 


§ lo. SamhalpuT. 

Originally no separate plan of dealing with Sambalpur 
had been contemplated. In this district (as in the other 
districts of the Chhattisgarh division) the headman was 
called ‘gaontiya’ (from gaon, a village). During the 
Mutiny the district was much disturbed under a local 
leader (Surendar Sai and his brother, who set up claims 
to the chiefship of Sambalpur). Attention was devoted for 
some time rather to restoring order than to prosecuting the 
Settlement operations ; so that a delay occurred, during 
which, as I said, a change of feeling in favour of the raiyat- 
wari system took place. 

The gaontiyas were generally persons of higher caste, 
immigrants into the district, and superior to the ordinary 
cultivators, who were almost always dependent on them 
for advances, seed-grain, and for support generally, as well 
as for making any improvements in irrigation, so necessary 
in a country rather densely populated, and of which the 
chief staple is rice. A considerable number of the gaontiyas 
had this additional claim, that they were ‘ khiint-kati,’ or 
the original clearers of jungle allotments and founders of 
the village, and had made the tanks and planted the groves 
for which the district is famous. There is no doubt 
that in Sambalpur, the grant of proprietary right had 
been announced in a public assembly (in 1862) ; and there 
is nothing to show that any special limitation was in- 
tended, other than those conditions which I have already 
explained^ to have been part of the original orders. The 
Settlement work, however, remained in abeyance, and when 
it was resumed, it was represented that if the gaontiyd was 
made general proprietor of his village, his position would 
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enable him to ' absorb all the subordinate rights, to the 
eventual detriment of the country^.’ At the same time it 
was recommended that any formal recognition of right in 
the cultivators should be limited, as 'they are at present 
quite incapable of preserving such privileges, and will 
throw them away for a few seers of rice*^/ There was, 
however, no doubt that the cultivators were entitled to 
a permanent enjoyment of their lands. They held certain 
'pilris' or lots of land representing samples of diSerent 
varieties of soil, so as to equalize holdings, and the cus- 
tom of ' lakha ’ or periodical redistribution at one time 
prevailed^. The permanent holdings were rice-fields, but 
each man also held, under the somewhat arbitrary allot- 
ment of the headman, 'sikra’ land, i.e. upland, on which 
pulses, oil-seeds, &c., are grown, without migation. 

There can hardly be any doubt that the gaontiya‘s office 
was hereditary ; indeed, the whole custom of Hindu states 
would have been averse to anything else in the case of 
men who so often were founders or improvers of their 
villages. The Rajd entrusted him with the lease or revenue- 
management of the village, and held him responsible for 
the village total. The period was fixed at five years or 
other shoid term, not as indicating any limit to the 
gaontiya’s customary tenure, but merely giving the Raja an 
opportunity of replenishing his treasury by demanding an 
increase from time to time in the shape of a ' nazarana ’ or 
renewal fee : this, however, was not always exacted. 

In October, 1871, the Government of India decided what 
rights should be allowed ; and in June, 1884^ the Settlement 
was finally reported and approved by the Government of 
India. But at that time the period had only four years to 
run, and it expired on 3cth June, 1888 

^ See Colonel Keatinge’s Minute ^ The oiders rooogni/ed fcliat an 
in the Sambalpur Correspondence, intention to make the gaoutiya 
p 5. proprietor had been announced, 

2 Ihid. but, the Government said, inquiiy 

^ In the S, J?., section 228, it is having proved that reservation was 
noticed that the custom of lakha- necessary in order to protect the 
batt^ is dying out as it is sure to rights of others, it was necessary to 
do under a system of equable define what was meant, consistently 
assessment. Cfer. also ante, p. 144. with those lights. ‘ He (the gdon- 
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The gaohtiyas were declared proprietors of their ' bhogra' 
holding, tenants on it being tenants at their will. They 
were further allowed to hold so much of it revenue-free as 
amounted to one-fourth of the village-assessment^. In 
these areas they have been given full proprietary-right, 
including right of transfer They are responsible for 
the revenue of the village. With the remainder of the 
village area, cultivated at Settlement, they have no concern, 
except as collectors of revenue. Of this area, a small part 
is held on service-tenure by village servants. In the 
rest, the tenure is raiyatwari, but the raiyats may not sub- 
let for a period longer than a year, and may not alienate. 
If a holding falls vacant, the gaohtiya — as manager, not as 
proprietor — arranges for a new raiyat at Settlement rates. 
As regards uew land, cultivated since Settlement, Govern- 
ment waived its right, and allowed the gaohtiya to 
appropriate the rent, which is to be levied at rates not 
exceeding those of the Settlement for the village. 

In sanctioning the Settlement, the Government of India 
called attention to the fact that the raiyat is a revenue- 
payer, not a tenant paying rent, though the definition of 
\tenant ’ in the Eent Act of 1883 might cover his position ; 
but this would be made clear at the new Settlement, 
when rights of all parties would^ be carefully defined and 
recorded. 


tiya) ivas led to expect a heritable 
and transferable right to some- 
thing ; what that something is has 
never been defined, but it implies 
at any rate a superior status and a 
profitable income.' 

^ Thus, supposing the total of the 
raiyatf assessment is E. 500, the 
giiontiy^ will be allowed bhogm free 
of revenue to the extent of R. 125, 
and should his hhogrd be so small 
that the whole, if assessed, would 
only pay, say R. 100, he would be 
allowed the remaining R 25 in cash, 
i. e. in the shape of a deduction 


from the revenue-collection he paid 
into the treasury. In many cases, 
either owing to the gaontiya being 
an absentee or otherwise, I find 
there are ‘ shikmi gaontiyas ' who 
actually manage the village and 
hold the bhogra lands, and they 
then pay a ‘ malikana ' or money 
allowance to the ‘ titular ’ gaontiya 
(see Correspondence, p. 116, &c. ; and 
S.B., sections 213-217). 

^ But the transfer carries with it 
the responsibility of revenue and 
the duties of village head (see 
Government of India Orders, 1871), 
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§ II. Gkdnddb, 

The correspondence about the district of Nimar and the 
large southern district of Chanda, took a different ground. 
It arose after the Settlements were completed; and Govern- 
ment naturally asked why, if there weie special difficulties 
about the position of the malg-uzars and tenants respectively, 
these had not been reported for orders before completing the 
Settlement. In the end, it was decided that the entire 
Settlement could not be revoked. After many letters and 
reports, among which Mr. Pedder’s (then Commissioner) 
on Chanda, and Mr. W. B. Jones’ on Mmar, are full of in- 
terest, the matter was settled by a Kesolution of the Govern- 
ment of India (No. 526, dated 21st June, 1875). 

It was reported that in Chanda, the village heads, who had 
been made proprietors, were often Maratha court-favourites, 
who had obtained assignments of the villages, and that they 
were never in any degree propiietors, nor could they par- 
tition their estate ; and consequently it would be unjust to 
make the village raiyats into mere tenants. 

It was decided, ho^vever, not to withdraw the gift once 
made; but the terms of it enabled the Government, in 
fact, sufficiently to secure the rai^^ats. For the gift of 
proprietary -right was admittedly without prejudice to 
the rights of others; and, therefore, the position of the 
malguzAr could be 'so defined as not to trench on the 
rights of other classes, who, by custom, have claims which 
at first were not sufficiently understood.’ 

(i) The first broad principle is that cdl village-tenants 
in Chanda were granted occupancy-rights h Some had 
been abeady recognized as absolute occupancy-tenants 
and plot-proprietors at Settlement; but the whole of 
the tenants on Taiyati land, were made occupanej^^-tenants, 

^ The orders appointed an officer for three or four classes of soil in 
to settle all rents (except those in each village. Eents so laid down 
the proprietoi's home-farm) foi the can only be enhanced by the Court 
term of Settlement, according to on certain specified giounds. 
certain rent-rates to be laid down 
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with, certain provisions as to the fixity of their rent. All of 
this is now given effect to by Section 41, Rent Act (IX of 
1 883). The tenants on the malguzar’s own holding are not, 
I may repeat, included in this ; they are tenants-at-will. 

(2) As regards the partition of estates, the Government 
did not object to partition (as among shareholders) of the 
enjoyment of the property; but the village cannot be 
subject to ‘perfect’ partition, i. e. so as to separate the 
revenue-responsibility, without the Chief Commissioner’s 
consent. 

It may be here mentioned that the division of estates, or 
the existence (undivided) of a number of co-sharers in the 
malguzari, and the frequent non-residence of proprietors, 
have given rise to various rules about the appointment 
of muqaddams, or resident executive headmen, as separate 
from the lambard^rs responsible for revenue : this subj ect 
can best be dealt with when we speak of village offices 
under the head of ^ Revenue officials.’ 

(3) As regards the waste allotted to and included in, 
village-estates (as already described), certain principles 
were laid down. Generally, the proprietor has the right 
to this waste, subject to rights of user by the tenants. 
Resident cultivators (i. e. of three years’ standing), when 
they are assigned waste for cultivation, must not be 
charged a rent higher than the highest rate for occupancy- 
tenants under the rules. Other cultivators on the waste 
must make their own terms ; or, if they enter without lease, 
they will be deemed ‘ to hold on customary tenure.’ 

In this district, twenty-four villages, which had not 
been already conferred on malguzars, were declared raiyat- 
wdH^ and settled accordingly. 


§ 12. Nimdr. 

In Nfmar, which had felt the preservative effects of the 
Muhammadan Dakhan rule, the original raiyats and the 
headmen had kept their relative positions much better 
than in the Nagpur districts. The Maratha rule in Mmar, 
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it will be remembered, only began in 1740 ; so that there 
was not the same opportunity for the growth of new posi- 
tions. The difficulty of modifying the Nimar Settlement 
would have been all the greater because it was not (like 
that of Chanda) a first regular Settlement. Provision 
was accordingly made to secure to oil tenants (except those 
on the proprietor’s own lands) the occupancy-right with 
its rent-privileges. Moreover, the plot-proprietors (malik- 
maqbiiza) were here granted a certain intercvst in the waste. 
They can claim to be allowed to break up and cultivate an 
amount of waste bearing the same proportion to the entire 
culturable waste, as the area of their holding bears to 
the entire cultivated area of the village ; provided that, 
if the ' malik-maqbuza ’ has abeady in his holding un- 
cultivated but culturable waste, the amount of this is to 
be deducted from the claim. The malguzar is, however, 
not bound to give waste for cultivation (on these or any 
other terms) if he is prepared to establish, that ^ to give 
out such land would be injurious to the revenues or to the 
common interests of the village.' The malik-maqhiiza, 
refused on this ground, may refer the matter to the Deputy 
Commissioner, whose order will be final. 

The malik-maqbuza has to pay, for waste allotted, the 
average rent-rates ^plicable ._to the class of land. He 
cannot sub-let the land, except so far as allowing mc???- 
T)eT 8 of Ids faraily to work it can be called sub -letting. 

The privilege thus described constitutes a sort of ‘first 
refusal ' of the village culturable waste to the plot-pro- 
prietors ; if they do not ‘ take advantage of this privilege, 
by taking up the waste land thus assigned,’ it will be 
available for other cultivators. 

(4) As to the rights in land being alienable, the proposal 
to limit the power of the malguzar was negatived. Absolute- 
occupancy-tenants cannot transfer or moidgage (without 
consent of the landlord) except to a co-sharer by inherit- 
ance, or to a person on whom the holding would devolve 
on the death of the present holder. 

The actual provisions of the law regarding occupancy- 
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tenants will be stated further on, when we examine the 
Tenancy Act as a whole. 


§ 13. Effect of the Settlement on Districts generally. — The 
Raiyatwdri System. 

Though no special arrangements for other districts were 
made, it is to be remembered that the result of the Settle- 
ment, generally, has been to secure a favourable status for 
all the old tenants. And a portion of the country is 
raiyatwarl, as now distinctly provided in the Act (see p. 
439). Not only is Sambalpur so, but, as already stated, 
some twenty-four villages in the district of Chanda were so 
declared, and there was also a large area of waste, in 
which there was, or would be, cultivation; here also the 
Settlement was ordered to be raiyatwarl when the culti- 
vators got settled and aggregated 
In Nim^J^^tice that, out of 
regular malguzari estates ; all the rest are either villages 
•'^under Waste JLand Rules, ^ or are inside Government forests; 
these latter, I presume, would be practically raiyatwarl. 

/ In many other districts, villages (beihg small plots inside 
^,the waste) were not made over to any proprietors, and 
Ihese will remain raiyatwarl. 


Section IV. — Revenue-ebee ob Quit-bent Tenures, 
BY Grant eob Service, &c. 

I have already explained that the Zamindari, Jdgir, and 
Taluqdari estates cannot be brought under this head as they 
would be in other provinces. They are survivals of old 
cHefehips, and do not represent direct grants of the ruling- 
power. There are, howevei', tenures to be found which are 
directly due to grants of the State revenue, or to the State 
foregoing its right to assess. 

The Mardthds were not fond of service or revenue-free 

See p. 109 of the Correspondence on the Chanda Settlement^ 1886. (Printed 
at Bombay.) 



PT. in. CH. III.] THE LAKE-TENURES. 


477 


gi’antSj and, when these had been made by former rulers, 
they generally imposed a quit-rent or a partial assessment 
^on ^the m. 

§ I. UbdH OT MuJda Tenures, 

Large grants in the Sagar-Narbada territories of this 
class (but paying a quit-rent) are called ' ubM/ and, in the 
Nagpur territory, ‘ mukta ^ ; where the grant was quite 
revenue-free, it is called ‘ Mokasa The grant was 
(variously) in perpetuity or for life or lives. The policy 
of the British Government has been to recognize the gran- 
tees as proprietors, and to continue the grant, but, as far as 
possible, to minimise the loss of revenue by imposing a 
partial assessment. For this purpose, the old Maratha 
kamil jama was ascertained, and the quit-rent assessed 
was a certain proportion (i or | or |-) of this. Should the 
full revenue valuation be revised, it follows that the quit- 
rent also will be liable to enhancement. 

It was found in this tenure, (as usual where there is a 
grantee and inferior holders under him) that the ^ hbaridar ' 
might have lived away from the estate and merely drawn 
the cash-rent ; or he might have taken the management so 
far as to grant leases to middlemen and make his own 
conditions ; or he might have directly managed the estate, j 
improved it, and spent money on it. It was finally decided ^ 
that all rights should be examined into, and such rights i 
as existed, be secured by record. 

The larger ' ubari ’ estates were, in the matter of right to 
the adjoining waste, treated like Zammdaris ; they were 
allowed ‘manorial perquisites’ (whatever that may ^in- 
clude) in forests and wastes belonging to the estate. |^ut 
the smaller fibari tenures were treated in this respect" ■ 
ordinary village or malguzari estates. 

^ The holders are ‘ ubaridars,’ tion of orders called SetlJemaiif Cod'' 

‘ mokasaddrs/ &c. There was a Circular B, and Appendix, &c I 
long correspondence as to whether retain the usual form ^ mukta ’ as 
subordinate rights under piopiio- I cannot trace the word or learn its 
tarj grantees of this class should real origin and spelling, 
be inquired into. See the collec- 
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§ 0^, Indm and MudJ'i, 

Besides these, there are the revenue-free grants, which 
sometimes cover a whole village, hut oftener are small 
‘ ’inams,’ or grants of plots of revenue-free land, made on 
charitable, religious, or petty service considerations. The 
holders of these are the ‘mu’afidars,’ or, as they are called 
in the Nagpur country, ^ mokasadars.’ 

There was a good deal of correspondence about these 
grants. They always involved the proprietary-right^. They 
were all to be investigated, and their validity determined, 
before the Settlements closed. A number of them were, as 
usual, found to be invalid or had lapsed ; and it had to be 
determined for those maintained as valid, whether they were 
to be held in perpetuity, for liferor for the term of Settle- 
ment. It is not necessary here to go into detail on this 
subject, as all such cases have long been settled^. 

§ 3. Tukuni of the Ndgpw Country. 

A curious tenure of the Marathas is mentioned (occurring 
only in the Nagpur country) in the Chdndd Report^ and 
called Hukum.’ It was a grant made to a person who 
would dig or embank a tank, and was of as much land 
(waste) as the tank would water; the rate paid for the 
grant was small, and called ‘ mundsara,’ but (in theory) it 
was enhanceable. 

A fine or fee was usually paid for the grant, and so with 
mukta grants 

Section V — Infebior Pbopbietaby-Riuhts : 
Sub-Pboprietobs. 

The reader will have already gathered from what has 
been said, that, in the Central Provinces, the determination 
of the variously-originating proprietary-claims, necessarily 

^ See Ch^inda S. R., § 276. which is the Sanskrit form 

® When lands were granted in of ^hirt/ a term we are already 
Chanda on a free tennre, if it was familiar with, (S, i?., § 360.) 
a whole village, it was called 'mok^- ^ S. R., § 363. 

s^ " ; if a part only, it was caUed 
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gave rise to many cases of double tenure — an upper and an 
under proprietary-right. 

§ j. InfevioT Proprietors in Large Estates. 

In the Zamindari and taluqdan estates, I have already 
explained how various are the conditions which result 
from the Settlement. Putting aside the Feudatory States 
in which the raij^ats are the Chiefs’ subjects ; in the 
ordinary estates there may be either no inferior pro- 
prietors — all raiyats being tenants under the Zamindar — 
or there may be the taluqdari tenure of North-Western 
India, where the Settlement-holder is the ^superior’ pro- 
prietor, and there may be village-owners as the ‘inferior.’ 
protected by a sub-Settlement; or there may be indivi- 
dual plot-proprietors. In Sambalpur, it is noticed that 
there are many cases where the actual gaohtiya is an 
absentee, or for other cause has made over the management 
of his village to a ‘shikmi gaohtiyd’; in that case, the ' 
shikmi ’ has usually been regarded as ‘inferior proprietor/ 
and the gdohtiy^ as the ‘ superior ’ 

§ 2. The Mdlik-maqMiza. 

We must, however, specially notice the common institu- 
tion of ‘plot-proprietor,’ which was one of the direct 
results of the grant of malguzari rights over villages, the 
individual cultivators in which did not form a joint body. 

The orders conferring the status of general village-pro- 
prietor on the malguzar, were, as we have seen, carefully 
hedged round with precautions. Though in itself as nearly 
a full ‘ property ’ as possible — i. e. a heritable, transferable, 
and divisible one — ^the malguzar s right was not to extend 
so as to trench on any other rights. 

Consequently, a number of permanent cultivators who, 
under a raiyatwari system, would have been independent 
‘ occupants,’ were recognized as malik-maqbuza, — full pro- 


^ See Sambalpur S. R., sections 2 10-21 7. 
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prietors as far as their own holdings went, and with certain 
privileges (especially in Nimar, see p. 475, ante), but not 
entitled to share in the management or profits of the village 
or estate at large. The md.lik-maqbuzas, as I have said, do 
not form an inferior proprietary body, whose right extends 
over the whole estate, though in a secondary or inferior 
degree (as in a case of double tenure), and they were not, 
therefore, entitled to a sub- Settlement, unless the Settlement 
Officer thought it desirable to make one 

The policy followed at Settlement, in conferring these 
rights, varied a good deal In some districts, but few 
malik-maqbuzas were created, the status being restricted to 
persons who actually held plots of land on titles stronger 
than those of the ordinary cultivator. Such were the de- 
scendants or relatives of former p^tels, or persons who had 
held rent-free, or on the ‘watandari* title, or who had 
planted groves or orchards (and were called b agh ichadar). 
In other districts, on the other hand, the Settlement 
Officer declared as malik-maqbuza all raiyats of long 
standing. 

All other tenants who had any claims to consideration, 
were originally intended to be provided for as occupancy- 
tenants. Act X of 1859 had been introduced; but there 
was some doubt as to how far it could be retained or 
would require modification ; so tenants put down as ‘ocbu- 
pancy ’-tenants were recorded at first, as ^shartiya’ — or 
conditional — indicating that their status was subject ^to 
revision, if necessary. 

^ The following classes of claimants were, as I gather from 


^ Act XVIII of 1881, section 64. 
As to the legal meaning of the term, 
see Definition Clause, sub %oce. 
Compare also definition of ‘tenant’ 
in Act IX of 1883. Under this the 
malik-maqbuza is not a tenant ; he 
does not hold his land of the mal- 
gnzdr, nor is he liable to pay rent 
to him. The malik-maqbuza’s pay- 
ments are the T&omue, plus a haq- 
ul-tahsil or percentage to the mal- 
guzar for his expenses, atid to pay 


the fees of headman in the village. 

2 The orders of 1853 (North- 
Western Provinces Government 
No. 173 A., dated 30th Novembei") 
declared that ‘all cultivators who 
have been in possession of their 
holdings since 1840 should be 
deemed to be, in the absence of 
other and stronger claims, entitled 
to full proprietary rights,’ (i. e. in 
their own plots). 
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the reports, pretty nniformly recognized as m^lik-maq- 
bliza : — 

Village headmen and others who had founded villages, 
cleared waste, &c., hut had now sunk into a secondary position. 

Thekadars or lessees of villages (located by the superior), 
whose connection with the estate was so close and permanent 
as to demand recognition \ 

Cadets of families who had been assigned separate lands for 
maintenance I 

Cadets and members of a malguzar’s family divided olf and 
holding land rent-free or at quit-rent in lieu of a general 
share 

Former malguzars, &c., who had been ousted, but had re- 
tained the lands of their old ^ watan ’ or some ^ haq ’ in recog- 
nition of their former character. 

Holders of resumed revenue-free grants. 

But, then, besides these, it was the intention of the 
Settlement orders to acknowledge also as malik-maqbdza, 
cultivators of long standing, who were to be protected, ^on 
the ground of their continued occupancy ' ; they were, in 
fact, cultivators who had held the power of transferring 
their holdings, who had spent more than ordinary capital 
on the land, and who had, perhaps, held long before the 
present owner came into connection with the village. This 
intention, it would seem, was not fully carried out ; and 
some of such old cultivators had simply been put down as 
‘ occupancy-tenants.’ 

§ 3. Provision made for oilier Classes. 

Some desire was naturally felt to equalize the results 
of Settlement, and to secure the rights of those who 
had not been recorded as malik-maqbuza ; the more so as 

^ The position of a lessee might estates there was a strong lepug- 
vary fiom that of a mere contractor nance to recording the lands as 
who had undertaken to realize the divided, or the memhers of the 
proprietor’s rents, to that of one family as sepaiate sub-piopiietors ; 
who had advanced money, iinprov- this from motives of maiiitaiiiiiig 
ed the estate, and closely managed the family dignity. See albo Hu- 
its affairs. See OjcZtJJS, No. shangabad S J? , p 163, section 39. 

LXXIX. ^ Hushangabad S 168, scc- 

2 See Narbinghpur S. R. In some tion 52. 

VOL. II. I i 
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it was doubted whether Act X of 1859 (enacted as it was 
for a state of things totally different to what existed in 
the Central Provinces) would afford adequate protection. 
This Act did not make any reference to the facts or circum- 
stances of a tenancy as affording the ground for protecting 
the tenant by giving an occupancy-right ; it merely said 
that every tenant who had held for twelve years could not 
be ejected, except on certain conditions proved in court ; 
and that he could only have his rent enhanced in a certain 
way. Any tenant, therefore, put on the register as a ‘ con- 
ditional occupancy-right tenant,’ would have nothing 
recorded of him beyond the fact of twelve years’ occu- 
pancy, any special history or feature of his holding being, 
legally speaking, surplusage. Should, then, the Act be 
repealed or modified (as was then expected), such tenants 
might lose their protection against ejection and enhance- 
ment ; and this would be a very undesirable result. For 
many such tenants would in reality be able to rest their 
claims on stronger grounds than a mere twelve years’ 
possession, and those claims consequently deserved recog- 
nition in such a way as would make them independent of 
any change in the law. Accordingly, in 1853, the Settle- 
ment Commissioner, by circular, called attention to this 
subject, and wished to point out the real difference between 
a person entitled to be called ' proprietor of his holding ’ 
and one who would be merely an occupancy-tenant under 
the Act. The Government of India was referred to, and the 
result was that the order well known as ‘ Circular G (i 865) ’ ^ 
was issued : this solved the difficulty by ruling that tenants 
in six classes specified, should be protected by being re- 
corded as ' unconditionaP,’ — i. e. not liable to be ejected, 
even if Act X were repealed. The protection was to be 
effected by entering clauses in every ^ w^jib-ul-’arz ’ (or 
paper notifying the customs of the village and its adminis- 

^ Printed in Settlement Code (Snp- or absolute, also ^ mmfaqiU maurusi* 
plement) , and also in Nicholls' or fixed hereditary tenants. They 
Digest, Yol ii. p, 430. have now been finally designated 

^ They were often spoken of as as ‘ absolute occupancy- tenants.’ 

‘ Circular G- tenants,^ and * mutlag ’ 
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tration) agreeing, on the part of the proprietors, to the 
absolute right of such tenants. The clauses declared the 
rents to be fixed for term of Settlement and the tenure herit- 
able and transferable (subject to paying a 'relief’ of one 
/year’s rent to the superior or owner). 

The grant of this unconditional or (as it is now called) 
absolute, occupancy-right, was sanctioned to the following 
classes of tenants : — 

I . — Eaiyats whose possession has carried with it something 

of an hereditary character. 

II. — Eaiyats who have expended such capital on their fields 

as to give them some special title to occupancy- right. 

III. — Eaiyats who are relations of present or former pro- 

prietors, and whose occupancy-right may be con- 
sidered to some extent as a substitute for a share in 
the proprietary-right. 

IV. — Eaiyats of new villages who have held their fields 

since the village was founded, or since those fields 
were reclaimed from the jungle. 

V. — Eaiyats who have held their fields from a date antece- 

dent to the proprietor’s connection with the village 
as its landlord. 

VI. — Eaiyats whose claim to occupancy-right rests on bare 

possession of twenty-five years or upwards. 

The last clause was subsequently modified and the fol- 
lowing substituted for it : — 

' Eaiyats cultivating lands which have descended to them by 
inheritance^, provided that the possession either by them- 
selves, or by themselves and some other persons from whom 
they have inherited, shall have lasted continuously for not less 
than twenty years.’ 

When these six classes were provided for, all other 
tenants might very well be left to whatever rules the 
Tenancy Law enacted for their protection. Here wc have 
historically the origin of three of the classes of tenant now 
found in the current law (Act IX of 1883). 

^ To establisli occupancy-riglit by inheritance to tho present occu- 
■under this mle, the cultivation pant, 
must be so old as to have descended 

I i 2 



484 


LAND SYSTEMS OF BRITISH INDIA. [book iii. 


§ 4. Tenant Rights Controversy in 1868. 

When the Circular of 1863 was issued, it laid on the 
person claiming rights which were independent of mere 
length of possession, the burden of proving the facts or 
circumstances of the tenure, on which he relied. Mr. Camp- 
bell, the Chief Commissioner, however, thought it more 
proper to assume the rights and lay the burden of dis- 
proving them on the malguz^r. A very long correspond- 
ence took place. The orders of 1863, as to the burden of 
the proof, were cancelled formally, but no material change 
was made as to the tenants actually protected, and the 
subject is now of no interest 

§ 5. Abstract of Subordinate Rights. 

Mr. Fuller has made out the following abstract, which 
shows the extent to which plot-proprietary and tenant- 
rights were conceded under the orders : — 


DismiCT. 

Percentage op total Number op 
Eaiyats. 

Made 

mtUik- 

maqbuza. 

Made 

absolute 

occujjancy- 

tenant. 

Made 

occupancy- 

tenant. 

v^Sagar . 



8 

17 

10 

’"^Damoh 



6 

27 

II 

Jabalpur 



4 

18 

6 

“■’Mandla 



2 

6 

7 

" Seoni . 



I 

10 

13 

Narsinghpur 



I 

24 

29 

Uushangabad^ 



I 

34 

15 

^Nimir , 



46 

I 

10 

^etul . 



0*6 

17 

22 

Ohhindw^ra 



I 

21 

13 

Wardha 



4 

12 

26 

Nagpur 



T7 

22 

19 

Chanda 



12 

29 

II 

Bhandara 



4 

18 

14 

Balagh^t 



2 

15 

18 

Raipur . 



2 

15 

12 

BiUspur 



2 

16 

7 


^ As a matter of fact, the question 
whether the burden of proof is on 
one side or the other, is of less im- 
portance when people have proof on 
either side ; it only becomes impor- 
tant when the Court has to decide. 


according to the legal rules of 
evidence and presumption, because 
there is no reliable proof one way 
or the other. 

^ I cannot reconcile the figures 
for Hushang^b^d with the state- 
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§ 6. Resume of Swlordinate Tenures. 

The Administration Report of 1881^-83^ classifies the 
‘ suhordinate tennres not held direct from Government’ 
as follows : — ^ 

(a) Lease-holders of estates who have been recognized as 
inferior proprietors, and whose tenure is a permanent 
one, both heritable and transferable, as long as the 
fixed annual payment to the superior proprietor is 
made ; 

{b) lease-holders whose tenures are limited by the terms of 
the agreement entered into with the proprietors. 

The first of these classes comprehend all the cases of 
secondary right in taluqdari, tahuddari, and other estates 
where there is both a superior and an inferior right, over 
the whole ; it includes, also, cases like that of the ‘ shikmi 
gaontiya’ of Sambalpur: in these cases the proprietor- 
gaontiyd- being non-resident, has created a permanent 
managing lease under him, and takes his ^m£lik£na’ or 
superior proprietor’s dues only. The case (6) covers that of 
thekadars or managing-farmers put in by the superior for 
a term and on conditions, stated in the lease ; a thekdddr is 
not, for the purposes of the Acts, a ' tenant.’ 

(c) Proprietors of their holdings called ^malik-maqbuza.’ 
This class possess full proprietary rights [in their 
. individual holdings], with free power of transfer or 
^ division. The revenue-quota is fixed on the lands 
held by them, on which they also pay a stated per- 
" centage to cover risk and expenses of collection. 
id) Holders of land in lieu of wages (for village service, &c ). 
In some cases, owing to long possession, the holdings 
have become hereditary, though in the majority the 
tenure was absolutely conditional on the continued 


ment in the 8. E. , p. 169, § 53. It 
would appear from the latter that 
the ‘ absolute ’ tenants were few 
and the plot-proprietors many. 

In Wardlia some 14,902 p)erson‘3 
were admitted as plot-piopiietors 
on the ground of thoir being lepro- 
sentatives (callingthemselves muka- 


dam) of old ^proprietary’ familicfc. 
— See S. R j ^ 203. 

For the way in which sub -pro- 
prietary claims were dealt with in 
other distiicts, see the S. R., Nag- 
pur, §§ 19-21 ; Chanda, § 369 ; 
Biiandara, § 203, 

1 P. 21. 
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adequate performance of tlie service for which they 
were granted. 

(a) Holders of rent-free and quit-rent grants according to 
the terms on which held (^uhari/ ^mu’afiV ^mukta/ 
^mtikasa/ &c.) [when these occur in subordination to 
a general landlord]. 

The rest enumerated are tenants, whose rights, commenc- 
ing with the ‘ absolute occupancy ’ tenant, gradually shade 
off, as it were, from something (in practice) hardly distinct 
from a sub-proprietorship, down to the ordinary tenant-at- 
will, whose right, however, is still a protected right under 
the law of 1883-9. 


Section VI. — Tenants. 

It will be most convenient to deal with each class as it 
appears in the amended Tenancy Law and then to note 
the provisions which protect and render valuable the 
tenant’s holding. 

§ I. General Provisions of the Lavo. 

There are five classes of tenants recognized — the ‘ abso- 
lute ’ occupancy-tenant, the occupancy-tenant, the village- 
service-tenant, the sub-tenant, and the ordinary tenant. 

The first provisions of the Act state certain matters 
common to all tenants ; such are, that when rents are fixed, 
they take effect from the beginning of the next following 
agricultural year; that rents are to be paid by such in- 
stalments as the Chief Commissioner may fix ^ ; that where 
rent is payable to a number of landlords the tenant may 
compel them to nominate a single receiver ; that he may 


^ Act IX of 1883 came into force 
on ist January, 1884. (Notification 
No. 5454, dated 15th December, 
1883), and see Revenue Circular, sec- 
tion I, Serial No. 2, It was 
amended by Act XVII of 1889, 
which came into force at once 
(received assent 29th October, 1889). 

® The rulesfor rent-instalments are 


in Revenue Circulars, section i, Serial 
No. 1 1 . In number they follow the 
revenue - instalments. Speaking 
generally, occupancy-tenants pay 
fifteen days, and ordinary tenants 
one month, before the revenue-in- 
stalment falls due. 

® Which may result from parti- 
tion or from a ‘joint' holding. 
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deposit bis i-ent in court in certain cases ; there is the usual 
prohibition of any demand for rent in excess (or in advance), 
and a penalty for refusing to give a receipt for rent. 

Sections 13 and 14 introduce a general power of enhance- Secs ic 
ment which applies (in these two special cases) to all tenants, 
and can only be prevented by a special written contract. 

If the landlord has made an improvement, and so the pro- 
ductive power of the holding is increased, the landlord can 
apply to a Eevenue officer to enhance the rent. Section 
14 deals with what is not really an enhancement, but is an 
increase of rent granted on the ground of increase in area 
of the holding if the rent is payable in money (such increase 
may be by encroachment, action of a river, or other cause). 

The section allows a corresponding reduction whei’e the 
.holding is reduced by the landlord’s encroachment or by 
diluvion, or is deteriorated by a cause for which the tenant 
is not to blame. 

Certain other cases of alteration of rent are also con- Secs 15 
templated. They arise where rent has been fixed, but 
land-revenue is assessed for the first time, or is altered, so 
that the rent may need to be altered also by a Eevenue 
officer. 

This section 1 5 is an important one, because it is made 
use of to enable the Settlement Officer to adjust the rents of 
ordinary tenants at Settlement, in the same way as he is 
hound to do for occupancy-tenants under other sections. 

Sec. 54 A has to be read in connection with this provision. Sec 54 

The assessment system contemplates the ascertainment of 
all rents as the basis for calculating the revenue. When, 
therefore, irrespective of any direct intention to discover 
rents binding on the parties, the Settlement Officer has fixed 
a rent on an ordinary tenant’s land, the landholder may 
require the tenant to pay that rent, instead of relying on 
any contract or proceeding of his own. If ho does so, the 
rent must be accepted for a period of seven years. 

Occupancy-tenants of both classes (except when holding Sec 16. 
under a waste-clearing contract) can apply to have their 
per vji.. in k ind^. coinmuted into a money rent. The Settle- 
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Sees 17- 
24. 


Secs. 25- 
28. 

Secs. 29- 
32. 


Secs. 33- 

35. 


ment or Revenue Officer (as the case may he) has power, if 
objection is offered, to refuse the commutation. 

Another important general provision is the landlord's 
lien on produce. These novel and convenient provisions 
are designed to replace the old poioer of distraint so liable 
to abuse. A notice is served prohibiting removal of the 
crop, or the garnered grain ; and then a suit for the rent 
being lodged (the prohibition being maintained the while), 
the decree will be a first charge on the grain. 

I pass over sections to which need no comment. 

The general subjects of Improvements'^ may be noticed 
,as affecting the terms of the tenancy-right. 
j Without going into all the details, I may say that both 
classes of occupancy- tenant have the right to make improve- 
ments, while ordinary tenants hayejnot: the right is 
in the landlor(r;n 5 uFTnr^eitih case the landlord and the 
ordinary tenant respectively have some remedy. If the 
ordinary tenant (not being a tenant on the landlord’s home- 
farm land) thinks an improvement ought to be made, he can 
send a written demand, and then (subject to rules under the 
section) on refusal or neglect of the landlord, he may make 
it himself. So where the occupancy-tenant does not make 
an improvement which the landlord thinks he ought to 
make, the landlord may serve a written demand and, failing 
compliance, may make the improvement himself. 

Sections 33 to 35 deal with surrendering land where 
there was no written lease, and with the consequences of 
leaving the holding uncultivated. 

The new sub-section (4) to section 33, provides for the 
case of raiyatwari Settlements, where (as usual) the holder 
can throw up his land without any liability, even though 
he has not given notice, in case he does not accept the rent 
fixed. 


§ 2. Absolute Occupancy-Rights. 

Sec. 35 A. Before proceeding further, it should be remembered, that 
where persons accept permission to cultivate land in a 
^ See Eeveme Cucular, section i, Serial Nos. 6 and 7, 
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State forest (^Eeserved’ under the Act of 1878), no tenant- 
rights under the Act are acquired. 

Chapter III deals with the ^ absolute occupancy-tenant ’ 
whose origin I have already explained in detail — 

{a) The persons entitled to the right are those who Sees. 36- 
were (themselves or their predecessors in title) 
recorded, at a Settlement before the Act came 
into force, as such ; 

(b) the rent is fixed by the Settlement Officer and holds 

good for the term of Settlement ; 

(c) the right devolves if it were property in land ; 

(d) it is transferable ; subject only to certain conditions 

giving the landlord an option of buying or of 
taking a fine for the transfer. Contravention may 
make the sale or contract void, as against the 
landlord, but does not work the eviction of the 
tenant ; 

{e) an absolute occupancy-tenant cannot be ejected by 
his landlord, as such, for any cause whatever ; an 
entry in the record of rights notwithstanding. 

§ 3. Occupancy-Tenants, 

Chapter IV deals with occupancy-tenants (not being See 41. 

‘ absolute ’). 

The right arises in favour of any one who, when the Act 
comes into force, has (otherwise than as an absolute occu- 
pancy-tenant or a m&-tenant) ‘ continuously held the same 
land for twelve years This does not apply to tenants on 
the proprietor s home-farm or ^ sir ’ land, or to certain other See defi- 
lands, nor to tenants holding under an express contract (in 3)^11 
writing) that the right of occupancy is not acquired, or that amended, 
the tenant is to quit on expiry of the term. 

^ It will be observed that (save so on ist Januaiy, 1884. 
in the special districts Chanda, This point of difference between 
Niniilr and Sambalpur above men- the Central Provinces lavr and that 
tioned) tenants will not become of Horth-Western Piovinces and 
occupancy-tenants by holding for Bengal should be borne in mind, 
twelve years ; they must have been 
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§ 4. Sir Land. 

It is here necessary to explain that the first definition of 
‘ sir ’ land in the Land-Reyenue Act, section 4 (clause 6) of 
1881 (and so in the Tenancy Act) did not effect its object. 
The landowner is always understood to have his home-farm 
under his own control, and rights of occupancy do not grow 
up in it ; but both proprietors and tenants had a grievance 
under the first definition. Mr. R. Crosthwaite thus ex- 
plained the subject in introducing the amending Act : — 

^By the Tenancy Act of 1883 a proprietor has rights in his 
‘‘sir land” which he has not in other land. 
pleasure enhance the rent of the tenant of “sir land ” or eject 
him. The amendment, therefore, of the deij^itibiT of sir 
land ” affects the' rights hotR"of the' laMlprd andTfEe tenant 
and requires most careful considerationT 

‘The present' definition 'was first enacted in the Land- 
Revenue Act of 1881, and, though it was not considered to be 
free from objection, it was thought advisable to follow it in 
the Tenancy Act of 1883. That definition made the following 
descriptions of land to be sir land : — Fmt^ the land recorded as 
sir at the last Settlement ; secondly^ land which the proprietor 
had cultivated himself for twelve consecutive years ; and, 
thirdly, waste land which the proprietor had broken up and 
cultivated for six consecutive years. Now, it was obvious that, 
if the proprietor could make land sir by cultivating it for 
twelve years, he could, in the course of time, by ejecting 
tenants and cultivating their land for twelve years, convert 
nearly the whole village lands into sir lani.v The result 
would be the destruction of the tenant-right which it was 
the object of the legislature to preserve. To prevent this 
result it was provided in an Explanation td^the definition that, 
if after the date of the Settlement at which the land was 
recorded as sir, or after the land had become sir land under 
the twelve and six years’ occupancy rule, the land was unoccu- 
pied by the proprietor for six consecutive years, it would cease 
to be sir land, unless it had been leased to a tenant with an 
express reservation of sir rights. It was expected that the 
proprietor would not be able to cultivate more than a certain 
quantity of land, and that consequently, if he acquired sir 
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under the twelve years’ or six years’ rule, he would lose that or 
other land under the provision contained in the Explanation, 
This expectation has, however, not been idealized. Once having 
made land sir, the proprietor can let it with an express reserva- 
tion of his sir rights to a tenant and so keep it sir. It is also 
found that by a system of cultivating the land in partnership 
with a raiyat, the proprietor can manage to farm a large area 
himself. The proprietor supplies the seed or part of the labour, 
or only the land, and shares the produce with the raiyat. ""The 
tenants of sir land being unprotected against enhancement and 
ejectment, there exists a powerful incentive to evict tenants 
and to convert the land into sir. The tendency of the law is, 
therefore, to promote a contest between landlords and tenants 
which may have a most injurious effect. 

^ In some parts of the country this tendency has hitherto not 
operated to disturb the relations between them. ‘^The great 
majority of malguzars are,” Mr. Mackenzie says, still under 
the influence of the idea that the raiyats’of a village are free 
from interference except at the time of Settlement — an idea 
which has come down to them from the days of native rule, 
and which has furnished so sure a basis for the tenancy legis- 
lation of the provinces,” But it cannot be expected that, the 
law being as it is, the landlords will remain under this influ- 
ence. In parts of the provinces the struggle to make the 
raiyati lands sir lands, has already begun. been ascer- 

tained that in fifty-six villages of the Hushangabad district the 
landlords now hold 28,697 acres against 13,718 acres hold by 
them at the last Settlement, whereas the raiyats hold only 
44,483 acres against 55,506 acres at the last Settlement. The 
cultivated area of these villages has increased by under 
ten per cent., whilo the portion of it held by the landlords has 
more than doubled. ^ The contest in this respect between the 
landlord and tenant is strongest where the proprietary right in 
the land has passed to the money-lending classes, who are not 
restrained by old customs and the kindly relations which 
existed between the old landholding families and their tenants. 
In conferring proprietary rights in the Central Provinces it 
was never the intention of the Government to destroy the 
rights of. the tenants, and in order to preserve these rights a 
, limit must be placed on the conversion of raiyatf land into sir 
I land. 

^ The landlords also have a complaint to make against the 
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present definition of sir land. Before the Act was passed, a 
tenant-right could not be acquired in sir land let to a tenant. 
Under the Act, if a landlord lets |iis sir land to a tenant with- 
out an express reservation of the ‘sir rights, and if the tenant 
holds for six consecutive years, the sir rights are lost. Many 
of the landlords through ignorance of the law have omitted to 
make this reservation, and have thus lost their rights in the 
land which they had for years regarded as their own peculiar 
home-farm. This state of the law has given great dissatisfac- 
tion to the landlords. . . . 


^ The proposal to amend the definition has not been adopted 
without the most anxious consideration . . . but it is con- 
sidered that without the amendment, the contest between 
landlord and tenant, which has already commenced, cannot be 
put a stop to, and that the respective rights of the landlord 
and' the tenant cannot be preserved.’ 

Seo. 3, cl. / The amended definition accordingly leaves the landlords 
EspY-lIl. their home-farm or sir all the land which they 

have been cultivating for twelve years, on the !^9th October, 
1889 and all waste land which they have broken up and 
cultivated for six years (including such fallow periods as 
custom recognizes), provided that the entire area of sir does 
not come up to more than per cent, of the entire culti- 
vation of the estate.^^There is now no rule that ^ sir ’ rights 
tmay always be lost by letting the land out of the hands of 
;the proprietor for six years. 

But land that had been unoccupied for six years con- 
secutively on the i^9th October, 1889, and counting back to 
the former Settlement, to the expiry of twelve years, or of 
six years, as the case may be, ceases to be sir land, whether 
once occupied before that or not Land is not understood 

1 The date ofthe commencement of be sir. Or, suppose a man had just 

the Central ProYincesLand-Kevenue completed the twelve years occupa- 
Amendment Act, 1889. tion — necessary to make the land 

2 E. g. a proprietor held land sir — on the 31st December, 1884, 
entered as sir at a Settlement (let us and then stopped cultivating. On 
suppose) concluded on the 31st the 29th October, 1889, six years 
December, 1881 ; he ceased to eulti- cessation would not be complete, so 
vate it as sir on ist July, 1883, and the land stiU remains sir. The 
was out of possession on 29th Octo- same would hold good if the land 
ber, 1889 ; the land would cease to had been waste and six years hold- 
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to be ‘ unoccupied ’ by a landlord if he has let it on the 
express understanding that he is not giving it out of his 
hands. It should be noteci that the loss of land once sir, 
by leaving it unoccupied, does not occur in bhogra land 
(Sambalpur). The rights of the gaohtiyas are already so 
limited there, that there was no object in adding this further 
restriction. 

This is what is meant by Explanation II to the defini- 
tion : — 


^ The amendment, therefore, will, as far as possible, secure 
rights already acquired over miyati land, while limiting their 
acquisition for the future. It is not intended, however, to L.-Eev. 
restrict unduly the acquisition of sir land by a proprietor. It 
is, therefore, provided by section 69 (as amended) that the 
Settlement Officer shall record as sir all land which he finds 
has been cultivated by the proprietor for twelve consecutive 
years, subject to this proviso that miyati land which has been 
so cultivated shall not be recorded as sir if the total area of sir 
land in the mahal would thereby amount to more than a quarter 
of the cultivated area of the mahal* In effect, therefore, the 
landlord will have ample power to increase his sir land by 
breaking up waste land and cultivating raiyati land, while he 
will not suffer the loss of his sir rights through ignorance of 
the law or neglect to secure them by an express reservation. 

The tenant, on the other hand, will be protected against the 
loss of the raiyati land by an excessive conversion of such 
land into sir. It is hoped that these amendments will effect 
a substantial improvement in the law.’ 

§ 5. Special Cases of Occvupancy-Tenwe, 

In Chanda, Nimar, and Sambalpur, all tenants (not on sir, 
or as it is called in Sambalpur bhogra, land) holding on the 
1st January, 1884, or acquiring land thereafter^ are or 
become occupancy-tenants, unless, indeed, tenants come 
with an express written agreernent that they are not to 
have such rights. In Sambalpur even this exception does 
not prevail, for the people are there so ignorant that they 

ingwere enougli. These provisions Infutuie cessation will not affect a 
cover all cases oipast intermission. right. 
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•would be got to sign such agreements without understand- 
ing them. 

Sec. 42. Section 42, grants occupancy-rights (as usual) to ex-pro- 
prietors as regards their ^ sir ’ land in the cases specified, 
but this does not apply to bhogra land in Sambalpur, as the 
definition clause specially excludes it. 

§ 6. Privileges of Occvipcmcy-Tenants. 

If the reader refers back to § 2, page 489 ante, where 
the absolute tenants’ privileges are enumerated, he can 
compare them with those of the occupancy-tenant not being 

Secs. 43- ‘ absolute.’ The latter are — 

44. 

(a) The holding is heritable, as if it were land, except 

^ that it does not pass to collaterals other than 

^ co-sharer collaterals. In Ch^ndd, Nimar, and 

Sambalpur, however, it does pass to collaterals ; 

( 5 ) any transfer, and also a sub-lease, is void as against 
the landlord, except — 

(i) By consent of the landlord ; 

{2>) the transfer is to a person who would be an 
heir. 

The transfer by sale in execution of decree is 
prohibited ; 

(c) the rents are fixed at Settlement. 

In Chanda, Nim^r, and Sambalpur, rents cannot be altered, 
except at Settlement And as regards those tenants who 
45 (3) acquire their holding after the Settlement, they pay (until 
a new Settlement) the rent agreed on, or rent at certain 
rates entered in the record-of-rights for the purpose of such 
cases, or* in Sambalpur at the average rate paid for similar 
land in the village. 

Other occupancy-tenants can be enhanced during cur- 
rency of a Settlement, but only if paying money-rent, and 
on application to a Eevenue officer — who is guided by 
Eules for enhancement issued under section 8:^. More- 


^ Subject to the universally ap- 13, 14, and to the commutation 
plicable but rare cases of sections section 16, (see § i, p. 487, ante). 
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over, if the tenant has improved the land, the enhancement 
can only he such as might have been due if the improve- 
ment had not been made. 


(d) occupancy- tenant can be ejected, but only for 

/ arrears of rent or in execution of a decree of Civil 


Court passed on the ground of his having diverted 
his land to non-agricultural purposes, or done 
something which, by a custom (not inconsistent 
with the Act) renders him liable to ejectment. 


§ 7. Village-service Tenants, 

Village servants holding petty ^ watans ' or hndm plots 
are not regarded as proprietors (in any grade), but as a 
special class of tenants. Chapter IV A of the Act (one of 
the chapters introduced in 1889) specially deals with this 
class. It was found that various provisions were entered 
in Settlement records regarding these servants, and it was 
convenient to include provisions regarding them in the 
tenant-law. The condition of the tenancy is the rendering 
village-service: on the death of such a tenant his right Sec. 50 A, 
passes to his successor in accordance with the custom ; — if 
it is a heritable office it will go to his heir, i.e. if election is 
the rule, it will go to the elected successor. 

The tenant may not transfer his land (except from year 
to year by way of sub-lease), and a tenant attempting to 
transfer makes himself liable to ejectment. The right is See. 50 B 
not saleable in execution of a decree against the holder. 

A tenant unable to render service personally, may provide 
a competent substitute 

The tenant pays no rent (beyond his service), so that no 
provisions are needed ; his ejectment is regulated so that it 
can only be by order of a Revenue officer, and on the sole 
grounds of (i) attempting to transfer the land, {%) ceasing 
to render service properly, and failing to provide an effi- 
cient substitute. 
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§ 8. Sub-Tenant 

Sec, 51. Sub“tenants bold only on contract from tenants, and it is 
wortby of remark that tbe tenant of a malik-maqbliza is 
also treated as a sub-tenant. All contracts are subject to 
tbe rule fixing tbe date of instalments under Section y, and 
are subject to the universal Sections 14, 15 (alteration of 
rent consequent on increase of, or diminution of, area, or 
imposition or alteration of Government revenue). Sec. 54 A 
will also be borne in mind. Tbe effect of it will be that 
practically all rents will be determined at Settlement — a 
most desirable conclusion. But ordinary tenants’ rents 
will not remain for tbe whole term, but may be raised again 
after seven years. 

§ 9. Ordinary Tenants* 

See. 53. Chapter VI deals with ‘ordinary tenants,’ that is, all 
persons who are neither absolute occupancy -tenants, occu- 
pancy-tenants, village-service-tenants, or sub-tenants, nor 
are mere farmers, managers, or tbekddars of estates, but are 
Sec 3(2). ‘tenants’ within tbe definition. It should be added that 
one of the difficulties about sir land was that a proprietor 
Sec. 53 (2). would evade tbe rule about land being let to tenants (with- 
out reservation) not being sir^ by employing a tenant, only 
calling him ^ partner^ and entering into certain partnership 
shares with him. It is now provided that if in any locality 
special action is needed, tbe Chief Commissioner may apply 
the 2nd sub-section of Section 53, under which the ‘ partner’ 
will be regarded as an ordinary tenant, and the Revenue 
officer will proceed to fix a proper rent, notwithstanding 
the partnership contract. 

The general features of tbe ordinary tenant’s position 
under tbe Act are as follows : — 

% 

(a) His position is under contract^ i, e. be must pay such 
rent as be agrees to from time to time. Enhance- 
ment can be had, but it must be considered with 
tbe next bead ; 
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(&) he can be ejected, but only — 

(i) On grounds that would eject an occupancy- See. 48. 
tenant ; 

{%) on a decree for ejectment passed (a) on his 
refusing to agree to his landlord’s justifiable 
demand for enhancement ; or (6) because the Sec 56 
land is sir^ and is wanted by the proprietor 
himself. 

The demand for enhancement means of contesting it, Secs.56,57 
are described in terms that should be referred to. There is 
a distinction, it will be observed, between holdings entirely 
on the home-farm ; holdings under written contract fixing 
rent ; and holdings not under any contract. It is in the latter 
case that a formal six months’ notice of an intended en- 
hancement has to be given. In the case of sir land, it is a 
matter of ordinary demand or suit to eject ; and if there is 
a written contract fixing the rent, the matter settles itself. 

If the tenant ignores the notice or declines the enhance- 
ment and prefers to throw up his holding, the ejectment 
must be hy a decree on suit, and is subject to compensation 
for improvements as well as io paying seven times the amount 
of the enhancement proposed, as compensation for disturb- 
ance. Even then certain mitigations to ejectment are Secs 58,59- 
contemplated. 

When enhancement has been had, it cannot be again de- Sec 60. 
manded for seven years. 

Resuming the list of ordinary tenancy rights and limit- 
ations, we find further that — 

(d) The tenancy devolves on the death of the tenant, 

but not to a collateral, except he be a co-sharer in 
a joint tenancy; 

(e) all transfers and sub-leases are void as against the 

landlord, except they have been made with the 
landlord’s consent. The tenancy is not saleable 
in execution of a decree. 
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§ 10. Acquisition of Occupancy-Right by special 
provision. 

Section 6 % contains a peculiar provision. This (as usual) 
does not apply to the sir land, which is intended to be as 
much as possible at the proprietor's unfettered disposal; 
but in other land, an ordinary tenant may tender a sum 
equal to two-and-a-half times the annual rent of the hold- 
ing and the costs of preparing the necessary documents, and 
may then demand to he made an occupancy-tenant. 

The landlord may thereon agree, but may apply to have 
the rent fixed ; if he neglect or refuse for one month, the 
tenant may deposit the tender in Court, and apply to the 
Revenue officer to confer the right. After inquiry made, if 
no reason contra appears, the tenant will become an occu- 
pancy-tenant. 

§ II. Other general Rights. 

Bees. 72- Among the general rights accorded to ordinary tenants, 
79, et seq. provided in Section 73 ought here to be noticed. It is 
a distinct advantage to have the legally recognized right 
to plead calamity (beyond human control) in case a tenant 
has fallen into arrears of rent. 

There are various other conditions regarding decrees for 
ejectment, decrees for arrears of rent, dates of ejecting, and 
so forth, which need not be here recapitulated as hardly 
affecting the nature of the tenure. 

§ Resume^Leading feature of the Act. 

It will be observed that, in all cases of occupancy-tenancy, 
the principle is that the rent is fixed judicially at time of 
Settlement. And practically it is so, even in cases of or- 
dinary tenancy, because Section 15 of the Act gives power 
to a Revenue officer to alter rents, when the land-revenue is 
increased or diminished, which it would be at Settlement ; 
and Section 54 A has stiU further extended the facility for 
getting rents fixed. 

Mr. Fuller remarks that, though the rent of an ordinary 
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tenant can be enhanced by a civil suit, still the tenant can 
refuse, and throw up his holding, and the landlord has then 
to pay a sum as compensation for disturbance. ^ This has 
up to date almost entirely barred enhancement by civil 
suit ; and it may be expected that malguzars will, in future, 
have to rely a good deal on the action of the Settlement 
OiScer at Settlement, for getting an enhancement of the 
rents of ordinary as well as occupancy-tenants.’ 

In short, the practical safeguard against any injustice 
to the raiyat by the creation of a right of property in the 
malguzar is this, that the tenure of all classes of tenants 
has been put on a somewhat exceptional or novel founda- 
tion ; and is still further rendered a valuable possession by 
the provision of the Eent Act, which requires, or, at least 
allows, all Tents to he determined at Settlement-time along 
ivith the revenue'^, 

’ The reader will do well here to rents effected in the ISTorth-Western 
compare this with the remarks Provinces, in Chap, II. See. V. 
made on the partial settlement of p. 173, 4, ante.) 
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CHAPTEB IV. 

THE EEVElSrUE OFFICEES — THEIE BUSINESS AND 
PEOCEDUEE. 

Section I. — Revenue Offioeks. 

§ I. Introductory, 

In the Central Provinces we find the only distinctive 
mark which still survives, of what used to be called the 
‘ Non-Regulation ’ system, namely, that the District Officer 
is called ‘Deputy Commissioner,’ instead of ‘Magistrate 
and Collector,’ and that he (nominally, at any rate) com- 
bines the jurisdiction of a Civil Court with those of Magis- 
trate and Revenue Ofilcer. The Commissioner also is the 
Sessions Judge and Court of Civil Appeal, as well as 
Revenue Commissioner. As regards the law in force, the 
province was not, either wholly or in part, attached to the 
Bengal Presidency, and therefore the Code of Bengal 
Regulations never applied to it jproprio vigore. In other 
respects, the law is just the same as in the rest of 
Indiab 

There are four Commissionerships — Jabalpur, Narbada, 
Nagpur, and Chhattisgarh — and eighteen districts. The 
three Commissionerships first named, have five districts 
each, and the last, three. The district, on an average, 
extends over 4691 square miles, and has an average 
population (census of 1881) of 54^,599, and an average 
revenue of R. 7,ot,ooo. The eighteen districts are sub- 

' Act XX of 1875 defines the local force of certain laws. 
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divided into forty-nine subdivisions or ‘ tahsils/ eacb under 
a ‘ Tahsildar/ who may be assisted by a naib or deputy ^ 

The remarks made elsewhere about the extensive duties 
and multifarious demands on the attention of the District 
Officer (Vol. 1 . Book IL p. 670, and Vol. H. Book III. p ^69) 
apply equally here, and I need not repeat them. 

It should be remembered that the non-feudatory Zamin- 
dars, though originally their estates were not settled in the 
same way as the khalsa districts, are subject to the Ee- 
venue and Tenant Acts, and to the ordinary jurisdiction of 
the Deputy Commissioner and Commissioner, and that the 
chiefs or proprietors are amenable to the Courts in case 
of any infringement of the rights of their tenantry. 

§ 2. Grades of Officers. 

The Chief Commissioner is (subject to the control of the 
Governor-General in Council) the chief controlling revenue 
authority ^ of the province ; as the Commissioner is within 
his division, and the Deputy Commissioner within his 
district — each being legally subject to the control of the 
one above. The law acknowledges ‘Assistant Commis- E.-R. Act 
sioners ' [these (by definition) include the ‘ Extra Assistant 
Commissioner of the service lists] ; they are subordinate 5 ? 6. 
to the Deputy Commissioner. It also recognizes Tahsildars 
who are the ‘ chief executive revenue authorities ’ of their 
tahsil, and Naib-Tahsildfe, who are their subordinates. 

The power of appointment, suspension, and removal of all 
grades is vested in the Chief Commissioner, subject to the 
control of the Governor-General in the case of the grades 
above that of Tahsildar. The Naib-Tahsildar is appointed, 
removed, or suspended by the authority named in riilen 
made by the Chief Commissioner. An ‘ Additional ’ Com- 
missioner, or Deputy Commissioner, or Tahsildar, may be 
appointed and vested with powers of the grade. 

^ These figures aie from the Ach more direct connection witli the 
minisb ation Eepo'tf, 1882-83. chief Revenue authority by being 

^ The Director of Land-Records also officially a Junior Secietaiy ot 
and Agriculture (^who is also Settle- the Administration, 
ment Commissioner) is placed in 
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§ 3. Powers. 

For executive purposes (though not in the Act) Assistant 
Commissioners are divided into Class I and Class II. This 
merely refers to the fact that the officer has or has 
not qualified by passing an examination, by the higher 
standard, in revenue-law. Ordinarily, those of Class I are 
invested with many of the powers of the Deputy Commis- 
sioner ; the others are mostly employed in reporting, and 
preparing cases for orders. 

The Tahsildd-r has but few powers under the Act (viz. to 
certify balances, to arrest defaulters, and to receive notice 
of changes in proprietary possession), and may be invested 
with power to fine for injury to boundary marks. As the 
Circular says, ‘they are most literally, in the words of 
Section 6, merely executive revenue officers Their chief 
duty is to investigate and report matters for orders, as well 
as to carry out orders, collect the revenue, and keep the 
tahsil accounts. There are naib or deputy Tahsild^rs, to 
whom may be delegated the powers of a Tahsildar. 

An assistant may be vested with all or any of the powers 
of a Deputy Commissioner in the district to which he is 
attached. The Act goes on to details about the retention 
of powers in case of transfer to another district ; powers to 
delegate authority in certain cases ; and the power of dis- 
tributing business and withdrawing it from one office to 
another. The powers to be exercised by the Deputy Com- 
missioner, ex-officio, are specified; but other officers may 
be invested with these powers ; so that, under the Act, every 
officer has powers (a) which belong to him as such, (b) with 
which he may be invested Kevenue officers have power, 
in executing any duty under the Act, to enter on land, 
demarcate boundaries, and do ‘ all other acts necessary to 
the business on which they are engaged.’ 

^ The Tahsildar is said, in the gate powers to him under section 
words of the Act, to be ^ subject to 15. 

the control * of the Deputy Com- ^ There is a very clear exposition 
missioner, but not to be * subordi- of the Act on the subject of powers 
nate * ; hence it is taken that the in Revenue Circular^ section i, Serial 
Deputy Commissioner cannot dele- No. 3. 
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§ 4. Procedure. — Personal Appearance, 

Among a simple people it is desirable, and the Act 
provides that, in business applications and appearances, 
the parties should come personally : appearance by personal 
or legal agent (pleader, See.) requires permission. If a 
pleader is allowed, it does not excuse personal attendance 
when such is required. Fees of a legal practitioner are 
not allowed as costs, unless the Revenue officer gives 
written reasons for allowing them. 

§ 5‘ Appeal. 

An appeal lies from the subordinate grades to the Deputy 
Commissioner, and from him to the Commissioner, and from 
him to the Chief Commissioner ; but in no case is a third 
appeal allowed. General powers of calling for, and, if 
necessary, revising, any order, are vested in the superior 
authorities^ apart from appeal. 

§ 6. Village Ojfficers, 

The Act, it will be observed, does not treat any of the 
village or pargana officials as ‘Revenue officers,’ because 
they have no powers which require to be regulated by law. 
They are, however, mentioned in the Act, not only in con- 
nection with their right to remuneration and their liability 
to render service in the village, but with reference to their 
public duty. Hence Chapter XI is specially devoted to the 
subject of ‘ village officers and patwaris.’ 

It provides that the Chief Commissioner may make rules 
for the appointment, remuneration, suspension, and removal 
of ‘ lambardars,’ ‘ sub-lambardars,’ and ‘muqaddams,’ and 
lays down certain duties of each class"": it does the same 
for patwaris, I do not know why the kaniingo (as super- 
visor of patwaris) is not mentioned in the Act ; for the office 
exists. In this, as in other provinces, his supervision is 
much relied on for keeping up wffiat I may call the new 
system of corrected village records and statistics. 
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§ 7. The Headmen. 

In otter provinces where the ‘ village ’ system prevails, 
we find that the headman is called ‘ lamhardar/ and there 
is often more than one. For instance, in subdivided vil- 
lages, there will be one or more to each ^ pattl’ But the 
circumstances of proprietary-right, in the Central Provinces, 
have made a somewhat more complicated arrangement 
necessary. The ‘ lambardar,’ legally speaking, is either the 
sole proprietor^ or one of a body of proprietors in his 
revenue-paying aspect \ as it is the 4 ambardar’ who en- 
gages for the revenue and is answerable for its collection. 
In villages where there are two grades of proprietary-right 
— superior and inferior — it may be desirable to have one 
or more ‘ lambardars ’ for the inferior body ; and they are 
then called ‘ su6-lambardars.’ The Act also separates the 
revenue-paying and the executive functions of a head- 
man; for, though the Section 137 provides that the 1 am- 
bard^r is also ordinarily to be muqaddam, yet, in some 
cases, the proprietor or co-sharer responsible as lambar- 
dar and muqaddam, may be non-resident, or only occa- 
sionally resident, or may be illiterate ; or a female may be 
the proprietor. In that case, the functions must be pro- 
vided for, and a co-sharer (if possible) must be nominated 
to act as agent and to perform the duties of muqaddam If 
all the co-sharers are non-resident (or not competent), some 
other person may be appointed agent. 

The agent has all the powers and is responsible for the 
duties, of muqaddam'^ but the muqaddam remains also 
liable, and any fine imposed on the agent for breach of the 
provisions of the law, may be recovered by the Deputy 
Commissioner from the principal. 

^ The ^ Malguzar," or one of the who now is a proprietor or co-sharer 
family, is the ‘ lambardar/ The in the property/ 
term ^Malguzar^ does not, under ^ And, if so, he has no extra re- 
cur revenue system, imply any muneration, beyond his lambard.lri 
function or duty ; ^ it is simply the allowance, 
surviving name given to a person 
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§ 8. Duties of Lambarddr, 

Sections 138 and 139 mention the revenue duties of the 
lambarddr and sub-lambarddr, which are, to collect and pay 
into the treasury, the revenue, or portion of the revenue, 
payable thi*ough him ; and similarly to collect and pay the 
remuneration of the muqaddam, patwari, and kotwdr or 
village watchman, or other village expenses ; and to assist 
the muqaddam in obtaining the particulars which he is 
bound to report or to enter in the village papers. There is 
at least one lambardar for every mahal. The ‘ Sadr mal- 
guzar ’ in the northern districts, and the managing gaohtiyd 
in Sambalpur, are lambarddrs ; and if there is only one 
‘ malguzar ’ (proprietor) or one gdohtiya, he is the ^ lambar- 
dar ^ ipso facto. 

The lambardar is the only person entitled by law to 
collect the revenue directly, and he is liable for the payment Sec. 138. 
in the first instance. If the co-sharers or others under him 
make default, he can recover from them, either by regular 
suit or by a summary process which the Deputy Oommis- L.-R. Act, 
sioner is empowered to issue at his request. In compensa- 
tion for the risk and trouble, the lambardar is entitled, as 
such, to an allowance not exceeding 5 per cent, on the land- 
revenue, and in Sambalpur to one-tenth of the bhogr£-land, 
or one-tenth of the profits of bhogra-land, to be contributed 
by the holders in proportion to their shares. 

Along with the revenue, lambardars may collect their own 
percentage-remuneration, and that of the muqaddam b 

§ 9. Duties of Muqaddam, 

The muqaddam’s duty is to control and superintend the Sec. 141. 
village pat-wdrl and watchmen, and to see to their enjoying 
their proper remuneration in cash or land, as the case may 
be ; to report facts about the state of the village ; to pre- 
serve paths and roadways and survey marks ; to attend to 
sanitation ; to report violations of rules for preserving 
unreserved forests and trees on the village lands and secur- 

‘ Subject to the proviso to Sec. 137, aad seo Cue., section I. No. 9, § VII. 
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ing the enjoyment of rights to forest-produce ; to collect or 
aid in the collection of, all Government dues, and to report 
births and deaths. The Chief Commissioner is empowered 
Sec. 137. to make rules regarding the appointment, remuneration, 
See. 141. suspension, and removal of lambardars and of muqaddams, 
as well as regarding additional duties of muqaddams, and 
other matters The duties imposed by law on ‘ landholders ’ 
Sec. 142. are to be understood as imposed on ^ muqaddams.’ 

§ 10. Headman of BaiyatwdH Villages. 

In raiyatwari villages, the headman is not called lambar- 
dar, as he does not represent anyone in a revenue-engagement. 
He is ^ patel ’ and also muqaddam. His duties are described 
Sec. 143 A. in Section 143 A. 

Tor further details, the rules, which are simple and intel- 
ligible, may be consulted* 

§ II. The PatwdH^. 

The patw^ri is so essential a feature of the system of 
revenue- and Settlement-administration, that the subject of 
the history and organization of the office should be given in 
some detail. The importance of the maintenance of the 
village maps, records, and statistics, has been so often 
explained, that I need not say anything further in this 
place. 

It is impossible to have correct maps and reliable records 
without a trained staff of local registrars in the villages — 
namely, the patwans — supervised carefully. It is hardly 
too much to say — ' Organize your patw&is, and your re- 
cords will organize themselves.’ For what follows, I am 
largely indebted to a note kindly furnished by Mr. J. B. 
Fuller. 

§1^. Former history of Patwdris. 

Under Native rule there seem to have been patwan's 
throughout the Province except in Chhattisgarh and Sambab 

^ Eules Tiiider section 137, are in ^ See a printed volume of Corn- 
the Eevenue Circular , section I, Serial spondence connected with the reorganisa- 
No. 9, and for muqaddams in Serial tion of the paiiodn 5^^(1883-86) 

No. 10. pur. 
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pur, where they were apparently unknown. In the l!i[agpur 
country they w^ere known by the title of Pandya, or, if hold- 
ing under a grant of hereditary rights, Kulkarnf. But it 
would be a mistake to imagine that at this time there was a 
patwari for every village. It w’as only the bigger Tillages 
which owmed them ; and there was no further approach to a 
circle (or ^ halkabandi ’) system of charges, than might arise 
from the fact that the patwari of one village might serve two 
or three others in the neighbourhood, — when these belonged 
to the same proprietor or were under the same management. 

Office in India has a tendency to become hereditary, and 
undoubtedly each patwari looked to his son as his successor. 
But claims of this kind were not, as a rule, so strong as to 
override the wish of the patel if he from any reason proposed 
to appoint an outsider. We are expressly informed by Sir K. 
Jenkins that the Pandyas, which were found in the Nagpur 
country at the time of its escheat in 1854, were non-here- 
ditary ; and it may be safely said that the hereditary claims 
which are now’' put forward by a large proportion of the 
patwaris have their origin in the consideration, or the apathy, 
of British officers. An exception must, however, be made in 
the case of those tracts wdiich were formerly under Muhamma- 
dan rule. The policy, then, seems to have been to strengthen 
the position of village officers as much as possible, and they in 
many cases acquired (or retained) a clear hereditary right in 
their offices as well as the emoluments already described as the 
^ watan.’ 

The patwaris of Niniclr fall under this category, as do also 
those in a strip of country to the w'est of the Wardha district 
— the ^ do’amli-mulk ’ — wdiich formerly was part of Hyderabad 
territory. The ^watandar’ patwaris are here known as 
MlJcarnis, 


§ 13. First Efforts at Organization, 

It was in the Sagar-Narbada territory that the first attempt 
was made to utilize the patwaris in the preparation of annual 
returns of rents for the use of the Eevenuo Office, and to 
organize them into a staff. The villages were grouped into 
circles and a i^atwari placed in charge of each circle ; existing 
charges being interfered wdth as little as possible, and the 
patwaris being left in great part to make the grouping (halka- 
bandi) themselves. It was not held essential that the villages 
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of each circle should he contiguous, and it was often the case 
that the villages of a circle lay dotted about over a hundred 
square miles of country. 

This was the state of things when the Nagpur country 
escheated in 1854, and preparations were commenced for a 
regular Settlement. A very great deal of discussion took 
place at the time concerning the position which was to be 
given to the patwaris under the new arrangements ; but the 
view which finally prevailed was that it would be a mistake to 
look beyond the malguzar for the preparation of the returns 
annually required by G-overnment : it was held that, in re- 
turn for the gift of proprietary-rights, the malguzars might 
fairly be called upon to prepare these returns and be held 
responsible for preparing them ; and that, under these circum- 
stances, it would be impolitic to give the patwarf any higher 
status than that of the malguzar’s servant. The patwaris were 
accordingly to be recorded as servants of the malguzars instead 
of village or Government servants, but any hereditary rights 
which they could establish were to be also recorded in their 
favour. 

These orders led to very different results in different dis- 
tricts. 

In the Nagpur districts the malguzars were as a rule given 
the option of either maintaining the existing patwm's, or of 
dismissing them and making such other arrangements for the 
preparation of the annual village papers as they preferred. In 
most cases the malguzars elected to dismiss the patwarf, who 
was generally obliged to maintain himself by taking up work 
on contract terms. It should be added that in these cases the 
perquisites paid to the patwaris by tenants, were appropriated 
by the malguzar as the patwaris’ representative. Almost the 
whole of the patwaris were dismissed in this way ; the staff 
was practically disestablished and its duties transferred to the 
malguzte. An exception must be made in favour of certain 
watandar patwaris (kulkarnls) in the Wardha district, who, 
though recorded as servants of their malguzars, were yet 
secured in their posts by an entry in the record-of-rights. 

In the Chhattlsgarh districts of Ealpur and Bilaspur and in 
the district of Sambalpur, no patwaris existed previously to the 
regular Settlement. In Eaipur and Bilaspur a patwarl staff' 
was organized on a halkabandl or circle system. This action, 
though theoretically based on the consent of the malguzto, 
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really had the effect of establishing a staff of Groverimient pat- 
warfs. The patwarfs were remunerated by a cess which the 
malguzte agreed to contribute. 

In the Sambalpur district matters were left as they were and 
no patwarfs were appointed. The gaohtiyas were held respon- 
sible for the proper preparation of the village papers. 

In the Sagar-Narbada districts and in Nfmar, a patwarf staff 
was, as already stated, in existence and had previously been 
roughly organized on the circle system. The Settlement 
Officers found some difficulty in dealing with the staff under 
the orders of the day. The patwto's were to be placed in the 
position of private servants of the malguzars, but it was felt 
that this might jeopardize the means of livelihood of a body of 
men who had materially assisted in Settlement work, and the 
result was that a middle course was followed. The patwarfs 
were recorded as the servants of the malguzars, but the malgu- 
zars were, in turn, bound to maintain patwarfs for the prepara- 
tion of the village papers, and were therefore precluded from 
dismissing the patwaris and appropriating their fees, as had 
been done in the Nagpur country. Moreover, in order to pro- 
tect existing incumbents from capricious disturbance, a very 
large proportion of them were recorded as hereditary. This 
ended in immensely strengthening the position of a large por- 
tion of the patwarfs. As they were not G-overnment or village 
servants they were secure from dismissal by the State, and as 
they held office in virtue of hereditary rights they were secured 
against dismissal at the hands of the malguzars. The office 
of patwM came then to be recorded as the personal property 
of the patwarf’s family, and instances of its mortgage, divi- 
sion, and even sale, were far from uncommon. 

§ 14. Resume of History, 

Briefly, then, at the time of the passing of the Central 
Provinces Land-Eevenue Act (1 88 1), the state of things was as 
follows : — In the districts which formerly constituted the 
Sagar-Narbada territory, and in Nimar, a patwari staff 
existed, each patwari holding charge, as a rule, of a circle 
of two or more villages. But the circles were of very un- 
even size, and were not compact ; the villages which consti- 
tuted them were often scattered over a considerable extent 
of country. The patwarfs were practically beyond the 
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control of either the Government or the m^lguzar. In the 
Nagpur districts patwMs only existed in a few places. In 
Eaipur and Bilaspur there was a patwari staff, holding 
charge of circles of villages ; but the staff was a very weak 
one, and quite unable to perform its duties. In Sambalpur 
there were no patwarfs at all. 

The sources from which the patw^ris were remunerated 
differed considerably in different places. In two districts 
(Jabalpur and Seoni) they were mainly paid by the 
m^lguzars in cash, the payments being calculated by a 
percentage on the rental. In three other districts they 
were similarly paid in cash, but according to a percentage 
on the revenue. In the Hushangabad and Betul districts 
their income was mainly derived from fees in kind, to 
which the tenants contributed by far the largest part. In 
the other districts their emoluments consisted partly of 
money payments by the m^lguzars, partly of rent-free land, 
and partly of fees in kind. It should be added that the 
emoluments arising from each circle were appropriated to 
the patwari of that circle, and that there was consequently 
the very greatest inequality of remuneration. The income 
of the Hushangabad patwaris, for instance, varied between 
R.1600 and R.70 a year! 

§ 15, Legal Provision regarding Patwdris. 

Sees. 114- The Revenue Act may now be referred to. The sections 
which originally dealt with this subject were found 
inadequate, and they have been considerably amended 
by the Act of 1889, In the original sections the 
Government was given sufficient powers of reform in the 
case of districts where patwaris were already in existence. 
The Chief Commissioner was vested with authority to 
make rules laying down the limits of circles ; the amount 
and method of remuneration ; prescribing the duties which 
the patwdris were to perform for the Government and for 
the village community ; and providing for the punishment 
and dismissal of patwaris who failed to perform them. 
But in the case of districts where no patwaris were in 
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existence — that is to say, in the case of the Nagpur 
districts — the powers were far less complete. The Chief 
Commissioner had no authority to form circles in these 
districts and to appoint patwaris to them. All that was 
possible was to call upon the malguz^rs to perform properly 
the duties which in other parts of the province were laid 
on the patwMs, or require them to appoint patwMs, and 
inflict flnes in case of neglect. Section 145 has now been Act xvi 
repealed ; and by the amendment of Sections 144 and 146, gec^^3a’ 
the Chief Commissioner is empowered to raise a fund for 
the pay of the pahudHs and the contingent expenses of 
their offices, from all classes of proprietors and tenants, and 
to make rules for their appointment everywhere. 

§ 16, Practical Re-organization. 

The re-organization of the patwM staff has now been 
completed. The limits of the existing circles were altered 
so as to render each compact, and to reduce the area of all 
large circles to an easily manageable size. This necessitated 
in some cases considerable changes; but in making the 
reform, care was taken to adhere to existing arrangements 
except where absolutely necessary in the interests of effici- 
ency, and not to disturb them merely in order to obtain 
uniformity. No change was made in the method of 
remuneration, except that in some districts where tenants 
paid no fees, the levy of fees was legalized; the total 
amount of remuneration paid to the patwaris by malguzars 
and tenants was not materially increased, but its distribu- 
tion amongst the patwaris was modified so as to ensure 
a reasonable income to the lowest paid circles. All sums 
which were paid to the patwaris in cash were made payable 
into the Treasury, whence they were re-disbursed to the 
patwaris in such proportions as served to remedy very 
gross inequalities of remuneration. In fact, instead of the 
cash payments of each circle being exclusively appropriated 
to the patwari of that circle, they were thrown into a 
district fund, which was in some cases augmented by 
a grant from provincial revenues. 
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§ 17. Present State of Things. 

The patwari staflf is now of very great service both to 
the people and to the Government, and fulfils its duty in 
the maintenance of an accurate record of the holding, the 
rent, and the rental payments of each tenant. The patwaris 
are proving a satisfactory agency, by means of which 
the re-survey of village lands, which has been found neces- 
sary in order to revise the Settlements, is being effected. 
They are taught surveying on a very thorough system 
worked in most districts by professional surveyors whose 
services have been placed at the disposal of the provinces 
by the Imperial Survey Department for this purpose. By 
utilizing the patwari’s services for the Settlement survey, 
the Government is relieved of great expense, and the people 
of the cost and harassment which would result were the 
re-survey effected by external agency temporarily enter- 
tained for the purpose. Moreover, as each patwM is 
responsible for the survey of his own circle, the village 
maps will be annually corrected by the men who prepared 
them ; and this will immensely facilitate the work of 
maintenance, and render, it is hoped, any detailed re-survey 
of the land unnecessary in future. 

It remains to be added that the foregoing remarks only 
apply to the khalsa area of the provinces, the area, that is 
to say, held by malguzdrs direct from Government and not 
by Zamindars. The patwari system is now, however, being 
extended to Zamindd-ri estates. 

§ 18'. The Rules for Patwdris. — The Records maintained. 

The duties of patwd,ris are prescribed and fully explained 
in Revenue Circular^ Section I, Serial No. 12 (being rules 
under Sections 144 and 146 of the Land-Eevenue Act). 
There is no occasion for here repeating the rules about 
disqualification, or the distinction between patwariships 
held as a ‘watan,’ and those not, about dismissal and 
punishment, or the duty of reporting certain occuiTences. 

The documents which are kept up are the following : — 
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(i) The village map ; 

(2,) the Khasxa or Tield Index to the map ^ ; 

(3) the ^ Kozn^mcha ’ or ^ Diary of occurrences.’ This 
is kept four years and then filed and destroyed, 
and a new one opened. 

From the ‘khasra’ certain statistical returns are com- 
pleted and filed at the tahsil on fixed dates. 

As to the map ; the patwari keeps one copy intact, and 
on the other makes alterations annually. Every plot must 
bear a number; the old Settlement number, where there 
has been no change, and that number, with a subordinate 
number, when it is only a case of subdivision. Where 
there has been a union of two plots^ both (or more than 
two) numbers are given with a hyphen between. 

As to the Diary ; it notices the death of proprietors and 
revenue-free or privileged holders from Government; all 
mortgages, sales, or transfers which involve a change in the 
register of malguzars (proprietors) ; cases of encroachment 
on Government land; cultivation of land occupied by 
groves ; destruction of boundary-marks ; infringement of 
conditions of lease held from Government ; calamities, — hail, 
locusts, fiood, fire, disease ; emigration or immigration of 
settlers; visits of inspecting officers. At the end of each 
month a note is made of the general condition of crops, 
whether good, or injured by excessive rain, frost, blight, or 
insects. Orders given to the patwari are also entered. 
Every entry is distinguished by a clear serial number. 
Each year’s diary is in a bound volume from ist June to 
3 ist May. 

As to the annual khasra, the form given in the Circular 
explains itself ; it gives a complete description of each field, 
its number, area, soil or character, name of proprietor, 
tenant, sub-tenant^ under what crop, if double-cropped, and 
if part ]eft uncultivated, estimated crop (expressed as so 

* This IS really the basis of every- other particulars. If reference only 
thing, as so often pointed out The can be made to the jamabandi or list 
map can only indicate a field by its of holdings, it is very difficult to find 
serial number, but that number in out any particular field, 
the khasra shows the owner and 

VOL. II. L 1 
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many annas in the rupee, sixteen annas being normal crop^), 
*" and remarks as to means of irrigation, &c. (fifteen columns 
in all). To correct the map and prepare the khasra, a tour 
of inspection is of course indispensable ; it is made as soon 
as the cold weather sowings (for the rabf } have been com- 
pleted. Where crops are sown between January ist and 
June ist (sugarcane and hot-season crops) a second inspec- 
tion is made. 

At the end of the hhasra is noted the number of 
permanent and temporary wells in use, the tanks, ploughs, 
and plough-cattle. No copies are made, the original is kept 
by the patwdri for a year and then filed in the Tahsil otSce 
(for the term of Settlement). 

§ 19. The Compilations from the Khasra and Statistical 

Tables. 

The Mildn-hhasra gives a statistical (total) abstract of 
all land in the khasra, showing that (i) so much is included 
in proprietors’ home-farm (sir) and in tenant or other hold- 
ings, {%) so much not included. The former (i) will con- 
sist of — land under crop ; cultivated but fallow for that year ; 
out of cultivation. The latter (2) will consist of — 'tree- 
forest,’ 'scrub,’ 'under water’ (riverain villages, or where 
tanks occur), hiU or rock, groves, occupied by roads and 
buildings. A separate column shows the double-cropped 
area ; and other columns, the means of irrigation, number of 
ploughs and plough-cattle. 

The ' nahsha jinswdr ’ is a statement which varies in 
different districts to suit the facts ; it shows the area under 
each kind of crop, of the kharif (locally called sihari) or 
autumn harvest (rice transplanted, rice broadcast, ju^r, 
kodo, &c. &c.) : the same of the hot- weather (sugar, melons, 
&c.) : and crops of the rabi’ (locally ' unhari ’), wheat, barley, 
gTam, peas, lentils, linseed, tobacco, See. Sec. 


^ See Revenue Circular, Section 3, Serial No. ii. 
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§ 20. The Jamabandi. 

The ^jamabcmdi^ called the ‘rent-roll/ is really some- 
thing more than a list of rental dues ; it is a grouping of 
the fields under the several holdings, whether proprietor's or 
tenant’s. But the demands shown against each, the collec- 
tions, and the arrears for the year ending 31st May, are 
rental, not revenue, demands. The revenue-roll is sepa- 
rately made out by the patwarl 

The short form may be given : — 

Col. I. Serial number of the holding. 

2. Name of tenant, father’s name, and caste. 

3. Name of proprietor (to whom the rent on account 

of each holding or portion of a holding is pay- 
able). 

4. Khasra number of each field comprising the 

holding. 

5. Area. 

Then comes the column headed ‘ On account of current 
year/ subdivided into ; — 

/ grain (amount and value). 

Demand < Cash. 

\ Total. 

Collections. 

Balance. 

Then columns for collections on account of previous 
years, viz. ‘ Third year back/ second, first. 

Lastly, are columns for the name and rent of sub-tenants 
and tenants (if any) on ‘ sir ’ land, and one for ‘ Eemarks 

These are the column headings (sixteen in all), and they 
have to be filled bylines dealing, seriatim, with the different 
kinds of land in the holdings. As these give an insight 
into village economy, I will repeat them; for ordinary 
villages they are arranged thus : — 

^ The ^ remarks ' are notes of and are intended to warn the pat- 
changes occurring after the year wan when making out the mxt 
which the ^jamabandi' describes, year's jamabandi. 

L 1 a 
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/ ‘ Sir ’ or the proprietor's ‘ home-farm ’ (see defini- 
tion in the Eevenue Act). 

J Land cultivated by proprietors, not being ‘ sir.’ 

I Land held by plot-proprietors (malik-maqbtiza). 

Land held by revenue-free grantees (mu’afi, lib^ri, 

^ &c.). 

/Land held by ‘ absolute occupancy -tenants ^ ; — 

(a) as such ^ ; 

(b) in ordinary tenancy. 

Land held by occupancy-tenants : — 

(a) as such ; 

b < (b) in ordinary tenancy. 

Land held by ordinary tenants (not being sir 
land). 

Land held by tenants rent-free (from the proprie- 
tors). 

\Land held* by tenants holding in grant for service. 

But in Sambalpur, where the economy is diflFerent, the 
order will be thus : — 

Unassessed bhogr^ (including ‘ birti ^ and ^ negi ^.’) 

This consists of that portion of the home-farm which the 
gaohtiyas are allowed to hold revenue-free (up to one-fourth ; 
see p. 472 ante). 

Assessed bhogrd (that portion of the home-farm which is 
not exempted from revenue). 

Held by raiyats (raiyati land). 

Held by new raiyats — located since Settlement. 

Held by cultivators of niw^r land 

Eevenue-free holdings (mu’afidars, &c.). 

Service holdings. 

At the end of the ‘jamabandi,’ which has thus far ac- 
counted for the ^ holdings ’ in the village, is added the area 
occupied by groves, by forest^ by scrub and grass, by hills, 

^ See Revenue Circular, Section i, deputy and tlie land held by him. 
Serial Ko. 26. ^ Mw^r is shifting cultivation 

2 ‘ Birti ' or small proprietary elsewhere (in the province) called 
plots held in the bhogra by rola- Dhaya or bewar. 
tives, &c. ; ^ negi ' is the gaohtiya’s 
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rock, &c., under water, and by roads and buildings (with 
a note of any income from siwai — ^the jungle-products, &c.). 
The totals will then agree with the khasra totals. 

§ Abstract of the Jamahandi. 

A useful abstract of the jamabandi is made out. At the 
top of the columns appear the classes of land : — 

(1) ‘Held by mdlguzars ’ (proprietors) ; 

(2) held ‘ revenue-free’ ; 

(3} held by ‘ occupancy-tenants/ and so on, as above 
described. 

Under each of the major columns so occasioned, are sub- 
columns giving the facts, e.g. under (i) ‘ area held as sir 
and other land’; under (2) will be ‘number of holdings,’ 
‘area,’ ‘revenue assessable’; under (3) will be ‘number of 
holdings,’ ‘ area,’ ‘ rent,’ and so forth throughout. 

At the end come columns showing rent collected and 
land held rent-free, with columns for land held by sub- 
tenants and its rent demand, and sir land held by tenants. 

§ 22. Receipt Books. 

One other branch of the patwari’s duty may be noticed. 
He has to see that every tenant has a ^rasid-boM^ or 
receipt book, for his rent-payments (whether in cash or 
kind) ; further that this book has entered in it (as soon 
after the beginning of the agricultural year as possible) 
a distinct statement of the rent payable : — 

(1) On account of past year’s arrears 

(2) on account of current year : — 

First instalment. 

Second instalment. 

Total. 

This is dated and signed by the patwari, and a note is 
made of the ‘ authority ’ for the entry ; i. e. if both parties 
agree, the word ‘ qabdli’ ; if the proprietor is not present, so 

^ Limited to three years (see Chapter VIII, Section 78 of the Circular). 
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that there was only the tenant’s word for it, 'ektarfa ’ (i. e. 
ex-parte ) ; and if both are present and differ, the amount is 
entered as claimed hy the irroimetoT, with the addition 
• takrari ’ (i. e. disputed). 

When payments are made, the patwari enters them, 
showing the date, and amount, and the demand to which 
credited (e. g. arrears or current). Here, too, ho notes 
if the payment was actually made before him (ru-barii), or 
acknowledged by both parties (qabuli), or ' ektarfa/ or 
' takrari,’ as before. The patwari, by rule, enters any pay- 
ment against the current demand first as long as there is 
any unsatisfied, unless both parties expressly desire other- 
wise. 


§ rz3. Further details as to Patvjcm's duly. 

The student must consult the circular for details, but the 
above will give him a sufiicient idea of the system and how 
it works. I have mentioned the district funds which are 
formed out of the cesses levied, from which patwans are 
paid. 

There are also rules for reportiug to Government the 
state of the district fund and its administration, which it is 
not necessary to go into. 

§ 24. The Kdn'dngo and Revenue Inspector, 

Though not mentioned in the Act, as being merely a 
Supervisor or a Statistical Recorder, the Kaniingo has long 
existed ; indeed, in the ^ watan ’ districts there are watan- 
dari pargana officers as under the Muhammadan govern- 
ment, surviving to this day. Formerly there was a 
Kanungo in each tahsil, and he was regarded rather as a 
sort of general tahsil assistant. 

Isow, the one Kanungo (called by that name) is kept at 
the Tahsil Office, where he acts like the Registrar Kanungo 
of the North-Western Provinces. One of his most im- 
portant duties is the tabulation of village returns filed by 
patwaris, in a series of registers, so that the principal facts 
connected with the rural economy of each village in the 
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pargana are brought together, and progress or retrogression 
during a series of years can be ascertained at a glance. 

In the villages, the visiting work is done by ‘ Eevenue 
Inspectors,’ of whom there are (on an average) two to a tahsil, 
each looking after from twenty to forty patwaris. 

Eules regarding Kanungos and Inspectors will be found 
in Revenue Circular^ Section II, No. % and No. 4. 

The duties of Eevenue Inspectors are comprised under 
the heads of — 

(i) Superintendence; 

{%) instruction of patwdris ; 

(3) maintenance of the maps, and 

(4) testing the records. 

Under the first head comes the duty of seeing to the 
proper residence of the patwaris, their attention to rules, 
and of keeping up a register showing how the difierent 
records are progressed with, and the dates of completion. 
The Inspector has also to teach the patwaris surveying, 
map-drawing, and area-calculation. He is charged with 
seeing that the maps are correct, and that where maps have 
become overcharged with corrections, new tracings are made, 
showing the new boundaries and omitting the obsolete 
altered ones. He has also to see to the supply of surveying 
appliances, and to test the measuring-chains. 

The rules then go into details about checking a percentage 
of the entries in the khasra 2ond Jamabandi. 

The District Eevenue Inspector has to visit during the 
cold weather and inspect the work of the Circle Inspectors, 
and furnish inspection reports as to the work of each. An 
abstract of these reports to the Deputy Commissioner is 
furnished to the Director of Agriculture. 

The Tahsil Kanfingo who compiles statistics (which are 
in effect the totals of viEage statements) has duties which 
are described in Revenue Circular^ Section VII, No. 4^ and 
need no comment here. 
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Section II. — ^Revenue Business. 

(A) Maintenance of Eeeords. 

§ I. General Remarks. 

1 have already spoken of the legal provisions regarding 
the records prepared at Settlement, and of the somewhat 
enlarged provisions made in the Land-Eevenue Act for their 
correction, due no doubt to the uncertainty that there was 
about some of the original entries, and the fact that supple- 
mentary papers had in some eases to be prepared. 

A great part of the work of ‘ maintenance ’ — in one sense 
of the word — is effected by the arrangements made for the 
pat walls’ annual papers, which keep the records up to date, 
and obviate the necessitj^ (which occui'red under the older 
Settlement system), for making an entirely new set of re- 
cordsj every twenty or thirty years, or whatever the term 
of each Settlement was. 

When a future revision of Settlement comes on in a dis- 
trict, the result of this change will be that the Settlement 
Officer (if a separate officer is required) will find the maps 
and the field list and statement of holdings, correct to date, 
so that he can at once revise the assessments on the basis 
of these. 

The administration-paper, which is a permanent record, 
may require a certain revision, but in the nature of things 
it cannot be very much. 

There is, however, one other matter which, it will have 
been observed, does not come under the patwaris’ annual 
compilation, because changes in it require to be made in a 
more formal way. I refer to the list of proprietors and 
shareholders, called the 'khewat.’ If the village is held 
by a single owner, this is a very simple affair ; but in time, 
a single owner multiplies into a number of descendants, 
who then have either their shares, or their separated hold- 
ings, or both, to be recorded. In this list changes take 
place by death and inheritance, by sale and gift, and so 
forth. When such a change takes place, it is absolutely 
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necessary, not merely that a statistical note of the fact 
should be made, but that it should be formally reported 
and sanctioned, because it involves not only the transfer of 
property, but the relief of the former holder from his revenue- 
liability to Government, and the entry of a new revenue- Aci xviii 
payer’s name. The subject is dealt with in the Land-Ee- 
venue Act, and in Revemte Circular^ Section I, Serial "29. 

No. 14. 


§ 2. 'Proprietary MuiationsJ 

It is to be noted that these are required both for co- 
sharers in the ' mahal ’ or revenue-paying estate, and for 
plot-proprietors (malik-maqbuza). The register is kept at 
the tahsil by the kanungo. Part A shows the persons at 
the beginning of the year possessing shares or being malik- 
maqbrizas; and includes ‘ mu’afidars ’ (Eevenue-free holders) 
of whole villages, or of plots. It shows the fractional 
amount of share, the area and revenue, as well as the name. 

Part B shows the changes during the year, giving the 
fractional-share, area, consideration paid, if a sale, date of 
transfer, date of authority for mutation, and fees levied. 

All transferees are bound to give notice to the Tahsildar, See. 126 
Svithin a reasonable time^’; and there is a penalty for Sec. 127. 
omission. On the receipt of notice, a proclamation for 
objections is issued ; when the date for objections is passed, 
the transfei* is reported to the Deputy-Commissioner or 
Assistant-Commissioner empoAvered to deal with these cases, 
and orders are sent back endorsed on the report. 

If there is a dispute on the ground that p)06Session ^ has 
not been transferred to the person claiming to have his 
name entered, or if the transfer of possessionn is not clear, all 
the papers are sent up to the Deputy or Assistant-Commis- 

^ As to wliat is a reasonable time, a deceased owner’s sliaie. If the 
see Beieuue Cu cula't , Section VI, Serial person has got possession, and there 
No. 6. is nothing ptityict facie against the 

^ It will be observed that posses- transfer, it will be recorded, and 
Sion is the basis. A person may the other party claiming to bo the 
come and object, say that a person true heir will be referred to the 
not really an heir, has succeeded to Civil Court. 
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sioner, who passes final orders after such further inquiry as 
may be needed. 

It will he obseryed that practically this procedure is 
identical with that of other provinces where we deal with 
village Settlements and shares in landed rights. 

Sec. 130. Under this head I ought, perhaps, to notice Section 130 
of the Act ,* this requires a watch to be kept on revenue- 
free holdings, so that when life-grants or others, lapse, the 
revenue may be duly assessed. 

(B) Partition of Estates. 

The Kevenue Act, as at first passed, said nothing about 
private partitions, because a separate Act (XIX of 1863) on 
the subject was in force. The only partition contemplated 
by the Land-Eevenue Act (Section 136) was that which 
referred to the division (‘perfect partition’ of the text- 
books) of a revenue-paying estate into two or more 
‘ mahals,’ i.e. units having a separate revenue responsibility. 
This is now changed. Act XIX of 1863 is repealed, and 
Section 136 also, and Chapter X A of the Ee venue Act makes 
full provision regarding both kinds of partition. 

In introducing the amending Act into Council, Mr. 
Crosthwaite, thus explained the new provisions : — 

‘ From a revenue-point of view it is inconvenient to have in- 
compact mahals, that is, to have the lands of one mahal mixed 
up with the lands of another mahal ; but owing to the physical 
features of the country, it is frequently impossible to make a 
fair partition so as to make the shares compact’. The good 
land often lies in one place, and the inferior land in another. 
It is consequently extremely diJHicult to make a perfect parti- 
tion which will be fair to the sharers, and at the same time 
will not cause inconvenience to the revenue-administration. 
The unlimited power of claiming a perfect partition is open 
also to another objection. Every mahal must be separately 
assessed and should ordinarily have its separate record-of-rights, 
and if a number of small mahals, assessed separately with 
perhaps less than E. 20 annual revenue are created, great in- 
convenience and expense will be caused to the administration. 
In two districts (Chanda and Nfmar) it was provided in the 
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record' of-riglits at the last Settlement, that a perfect partition 
should not he made without the sanction of the Chief Com- 
missioner ; and considering that proprietary rights have so 
recently been granted in the Central Provinces, the Govern- 
ment can fairly impose limitations on the right to perfect par- 
tition in other districts, and can refuse to allow changes affect- 
ing the security of the revenue during the currency of a 
Settlement. Where malguzars have jointly agreed to pay the 
Government revenue, the Government may fairly decline to 
release them from their joint liability. At the same time it 
is considered that every facility should be afforded to sharers 
to obtain an imperfect partition, so that they may have a fair 
division of the village lands and that each may hold his share 
in severalty. It is believed that peifect partition will seldom 
be asked for, if an imperfect partition can readily be obtained. 

^ The new sections inserted, provide that any co-sharer may 
claim at any time imperfect partition of his share, but that i)or- 
fect partition can only be claimed at the time of Settlement, 
and then only by a sharer who holds his share in severalty. 
Provisions adapted from the ISTorth-Western Provinces Land- 
Eevenue Act, are made for canying out an imj^erfect partition. 
In regard to perfect partition, power is given to the Settlement 
Officer, subject to rules made by the Chief Commissioner, to 
declare that a share held in severalty’' is a separate mahal.’ 

These partition rules do not apply to Zamindaiis and 
other estates, which, in the sanad, are declared impartible, 
and where the succession is by primogeniture 


^ See Colonel Keatinge’s remarks 
at p. 14 of the Chanda Co'trespondence. 
There is, of course, a great differ- 
ence (as regards effects) between 
subdividing holdings of cultivating 
proprietors and subdivision of 
landlord's rights. Mr. Pedder re- 
marks that the former is inevitable 
as families increase, and the smaller 
area necessitates higher cultivation, 
so that there is some compensa- 
tion. ^ But when the rental is sub- 
divided, each son of a landlord, 
V ith a smaller income^ has the same 
position to keep up as his father 
had, and the consec^uent temptation 


to rackrent his tenants is irresistible ’ 
It is partition that gives, rise to the 
necessity for the rather complicated 
ariangcments about headmen. For 
when a single malguzar existed, he, 
if resident, or, if noii-i evident, his 
agent, would be both laiubardcir 
(for revenue), and muqaddani (for 
executive duty) ; and so, if the 
family remains undivided, and the 
eldest member manages as head. 
But where division takes place, the 
lamhardar may become non-resi- 
dent and his functions as muqad- 
dam have to be provided for by an 
agent on the spot. 
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(C) Minor Settlements (occasioned by Lapse of Free- 
Grants, AUnvion and Diluvion). 

This subject calls for no special remark. Alluvion and 
diluvion are mentioned in several of the village papers, but 
seem to give rise to no special rules or systems of treatment 
of special areas, as in the North-Western Provinces and 
Panjab. 

(D) Maintenance of Boundaries. 

Act, XVIII The Doputy-Gomini&sioner has all the powers of a Settle- 
st- Client Ofiicer (when a Settlement is not in progress), in 

causing boundary-marks to l:>e crocted and repaired, and 
Sc-c 45. in rccoveiing the cost. A special remedy for injuiing 
Sees 134-5 boundary-marks is provided ; so that, in addition to any 
penaUy inllicted under the Indian Penal Code, Section 434, 
a sum not exceeding E-jO may be levied to defray the 
expenbO of restoring the boundary and rewarding the in- 
former. And if the actual author of the injury cannot be 
discovered, the mark is to bo ro-crected or repaired, 'at the 
cost of the proprietors, mortgagees, or farmers, of such one 
or mo3*e of the adjoining landb as the Deputy-Commissioner 
thinks fit.’ 

(E) The Collection of the Land-Hevenue. 

§ 3. The AfjTtivllvral Year. 

S.V cl 5 In the Land-Eevenue Act, the ' agricultural year ' means 
the year beginning on the first day of June, or on such otlicr 
date as the Cliicf Commissioner may, in case of any specified 
distiict or districts, from time to time appoint. 

In Sambalpur the Settleraent Eejjort notices the inap- 
plicability of this date to the district, ^Yhcre the year begins 
at the full moon which occurs al)out Christmas time '. I 
have not found any orders on this subject. 

Under the Tenancy (Act IX of 3883) the definition is the 
same. In the Eaipur and Bilaspur districts, 
cular (Section I, Serial No. 21) prescribes the xst April as 
the date. 


^ S J?., Section 97. 
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§ 4. Payment of the Revenue. 

Here, as elsewhere, the year’s revenue is payable, not in 
one sum, but in ' qists ’ or instalments. The fixing of 
these is a matter requiring care. They should be fixed 
with reference to the dates at which the landlords can get 
in their rents, and also with reference to allowing a time 
for the disposal of the produce after harvest time, without 
compelling the owners to part with it in a glutted market, 
below its value. 

The subject, in its general aspect, has been discussed in 
the Introductory Chapter (VoL I. Book I. Chap. V. p. 367), 
and here I need only refer to the local orders to be found in 
Revenue Circular (Section VI, Serial No. 8). This circular 
is issued under Section 90, Land-Kevenue Act, which gives 
the Chief Commissioner power ‘ to fix the number and 
amount of instalments, and the times, places, and manner 
at and in which the land-revenue . . . shall be paid.’ 

At present the dates are : — 



Eabi. 

Kharif. 

Jabalpur Division 

ist February 

1st June. 

Narbada „ 

n 

V 

Nagpur „ 

loth February 

15th May. 

Chhattisgarh, Itiipur, 



and Bil^spur 

ist March 

ist June. 

Sambalpur 


ist May^ 


I have already stated the rule about rent instalments. 
{Revenue Circular, Section I, Serial No. ii.) 

Instalments are collected by the lambardars and paid 
into the tahsil treasury, as already stated (p. 505 ante). 


1 These dates are found conveni- 
ent. But the proportion of the 
total to be paid on each date is a 
more difficult matter : ^ it appears 
that a considerable portion of the 
revenue paid on account of the 
Tdianf harvest must be provided, 
either by savings from the receipts 
of the raU* harvest, or by borrow- 
ing . . . The Chief Commissioner is 
of opinion that it is impossible to 
correct this inequality at present 


(1885). Opportunity should be 
taken of gradually correcting any 
glaring inequalities that may come 
to notice, and which malguzfe or 
tenants may make the subject of 
complaint. In such cases Ueputy 
Commissioners with the Commis- 
sioner’s sanction may revise the 
proportion of the instalments, and 
alter it to suit the convenience of 
the people.' 
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§ 5 ‘ Recovery of Arrears* 

When any sum due under a Settlement, or a sub-Settle- 
ment. is not paid according to the orders issued under the 
Sec, 90. authority of the Land-Eevenue Act, it becomes an aiTear; 

and ‘all the persons with whom such Settlement or sub- 
Settlement was made, their representatives and assigns, 
shall thereupon become jointly and severally liable for it, 
and shall be deemed to be defaulters within the meaning of 
this Act/ 

It is important to notice the difference between revenue 
payable direct to Government, and revenue payable to 
malguzars or lambardars, who, in their turn, have to make 
good a certain sum direct to the Treasury. 

In some cases of sub-Settlement, the inferiors pay to 
Government direct, and the superior receives his allowance 
from the treasury. In others, and in all cases where there 
is no sub-Settlement, and where there are a number of 
co-sharers, the representative of the body, or the superior, 
pays direct to Government, and gets in the shares from the 
body, or from the mSlik-maqbiizas, &c., afterwards. 

A ‘ Statement of Account ’ authenticated by the signature 
of the local Tahsildar, is conclusive evidence of the exist- 
ence of any arrear payable direct to Government^ and of its 
amount and of the persons who, in respect thereof, are 
See. 92. defaulters. 

Where a malguzar has to recover an arrear of revenue 
not being revenue payable direct to Government^ and where 
a lambardar has to recover from the co-sharers a sum of 
revenue which is payable through him (and for which he is 
held answerable in the first instance), it may be recovered 
by suit with certain privileges as to not allowing set-off to 
Sec. 115. be pleaded, for which Section 115, Land-Eevenue Act, may 
be referred to. 

But a lambardar or sub -1 ambardar, entitled to recover an 
arrear, or a malguzar having to receive an arrear due under 
a sub-Settlement, need not bring a suit, but may apply to 
the Deputy-Commissioner to recover such arrear as if it 
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were an arrear payable direct to Government. It is in the 
discretion of the Deputy-Commissioner to give this aid, hut 
if he does so, he must give the opportunity to the defaulter 
to show cause why such assistance should not be given. 

§ 5 . Mdlguzdr's Revenue and Rent-free Contracts- 

It will be observed, as regards malguzars recovering 
revenue from subordinate holders, that they are legally in- 
competent, after 1881, to grant revenue-free holdings under 
themselves, unless the Chief Commissioner makes a special See 117. 
order. That means that improvident malguzars cannot 
contract themselves out of the power to meet the Govern- 
ment demand from them, by undertaking payment for hold- 
ings under them. With this provision may also be read Act IX of 
Section 15 of the Tenancy Act, which practically prevents sec.^i-. 
the force of any agreement for rent less than the revenue ; 
and the landlord may apply for enhancement, such lease 
notwithstanding. 

§ 7. When an Arrear is Disputed. 

Where the direct payer to Government wishes to dispute Act XVIII 
his ^arrear,’ by the effect of Section 92, he must pay it in 
at once; but he may do so under protest and institute Sec. 114 
a civil suit for recovery. 

Arrears denied, in the case of sub-proprietors, &c., who 
do not pay direct to Government, can of course be ques- 
tioned in the suit brought for their recovery, or if the 
Deputy-Commissioner is asked to apply process for sum- 
mary recovery, he would probabl^^ refuse if he saw there 
was a bond fide question about the arrear being really due. 

§ 8, Interest. 

Interest is not charged on arrears unless, in a suit for Sec. 119. 
arrears due under a sub-Settlemcnt, the Court thinks fit to 
award it. And as regards arrears due direct to Govern- 
ment, the Chief Commissioner can, by a 'general or special 
order ^ direct that it be charged. 
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Sec. 93. 
Sec. 1 13 


See 


Secs. 95- 
1 12 

Sec 107. 
See 108. 


§ 9. Process of Recovery, 

The process of recovery, as provided by law, closely re- 
sembles that enforced by the other Land-Eevenue laws 
under the ‘ village "" system. 

All processes may be preceded by a notice of demand. 
Section 113 enables rules to be made on this subject (see 
Revenue Circular, Section I, Serial No. 4). The rules pre- 
scribe the form, method of service, and costs (recoverable 
along wnth the ‘ arrear ’ as part of it). They lay doA\n that 
the notice is to issue only when the arrear has actually 
accrued, and onl}’ when it is believed that the issue will 
secure poyraent, and not as a means of punishing or fining 
a defaulter. 

The more serious processes for recovery of a ‘diiect’ 
arrear arc given in Section 94. They arc stated in the 
order of severity : — 

(a) arrest and detention in Civil Jail ; 

(h) sale of moveables ; 

(c) attaching the estate or share and taking it under 
direct management; 

(cl) transferring the same to a solvent malguzar ; 

(e) annulling the Settlement of the estate or share ; 

(/) sale of the same ; 

(g) selling other immoveable property, i.e. other than 
that on w'hich the arrear has accrued. 

The provisos must bo read in the Act itself. All the 
details of the procedure are also clearly given in Sections 
9j-ii2 (inclusive). I will only call attention to Section 
107, ^vhich saves the rights in sir land, in certain cases, the 
law being (endev of absolutely depriving a defaulter of his 
means of livelilicod. Section 108 explains the nature of 
the estate taken by the purchaser, in the (rare) ease of sale 
for arrears ; regulating the necessary exoneration of the 
estate from leases, liens, and incumbrances ; and defining 
what contracts are voided and what are not voided by the 
sale. Certain privileges of are also accorded. 
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This prevents the dismemberment of an estate, and enables 
the other solvent parties having a family or local interest, 
to acquire it and so keep out strangers. 

(F) Kent and Revenue Cases. 

§ 10. Cases under the Land-Revenue Act 

It -will be observed that the Revenue Act does not speak 
of Revenue Courts* Where it is necessary, the Settlement 
Officer may be invested with powers of a Civil Court to try 
certain classes of cases ; but then he becomes a Civil not a 
Revenue, Court. 33- 

Nevertheless, there are a number of matters which Re- 
venue Officers alone can dispose of, and which require 
the hearing of both parties and the taking of evidence. 

For such purposes, the Act contains no procedure of its 
own, but directs that Revenue Officers may be invested Sec 15. 
with certain powers of a Civil Court under the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code. (As to powers of the different grades, see 
pages 501, 2.) And the Act provides for appeal, for the 
withdrawal of cases, and for revision and review, as usual. Sec. 152 
The Act enumerates the subjects which are exclusively 
within the jurisdiction of Revenue Officers, and regarding 
which a Civil Court has no jurisdiction. Practically, the 
subject is dealt with exactly as in the North-Western 
Provinces, Oudh, or the Panj^b. 

§ II. Rent Cases, 

Under the Tenancy Act, the nature of the jurisdiction is 
explained in Revenue Circular, Section I, Serial No. 2. 
‘Roughly speaking, the judicial functions of the Revenue 
Courts have been entirely abrogated. Their functions will 
now be administrative and executive only. Whatever is not Act ix of 
specifically assigned to Revenue Courts is (speaking gene- 63^65.^^^^ 
rally) devolved on the ordinary Civil Courts. Revenue 
Courts will no longer try suits, but will only deal with 
a few specified kinds of applications.’ 

The student will here refer to Section 63 of the Tenancy Sec 63 

VOL. II. M m 
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Act and see the short list of matters which Eevenue OflScers 
alone have jurisdiction in The main thing is that the 
Settlement Officer or Eevenue Officer, as the case may be, 
can alone fix rents, and that no Civil Court can call in 
question any rent so fixed. 

Sec. 65. Section 65 makes over all suits between landlord and 
tenant^ as such not being matters mentioned in Section 
63, to the Civil Courts ; merely providing that the Judge of 
the Civil Court should be competent to dispose of the case 
by reason of his also being a revenue or Settlement officer. 
The Chief Commissioner has power to direct that all, or any 
class of, such suits shall be heard and determined only in 
such (competent) Courts as he thinks fit. And special 
registers of tenant-suits may be kept up. The Chief Com- 
missioner has exercised both powers 

(G) Remission and Suspension of Land-Revenue. 

I have not found any separate rules or orders under this 
head When the Government of India issued, in Octobei*, 
188!^, their Eesolution proposing to classify all lands into 
‘ secure,’ ‘ partially secure,’ and ‘ insecure,’ and to provide 
for the treatment of each by a prescribed scale of deficiency, 
which would indicate suspension of a portion of the revenue- 
demand, and its ultimate remission in bad cases, the Central 
Provinces replied, that the classification of area was receiv- 
ing attention, and that hitherto the revenue was so light 
that it had been collected without difficulty, and there did 
not appear to be any risk of failure. 

^ As to what grades of officers ( 2) note marked a and h are heard 
dispose of what matters, see the by Courts not inferior to Assistant 
Notification of 15th December, 1883, Commissioner, 2nd class ; the others 
reproduced in the Beveme Circular are heard by any original Court of 
above quoted. whatever grade under the Courts 

^ I. e., (a) suits by landlord for Act (XIV of 1865). 
ejectment of tenant ; ( 5 ) by tenant ^ The Director informs me : ^ There 

to recover for wrongful ejectment ; are no rules for the suspension and 
(c) for arrears of rent; (d) by ten- remission of land- revenue. Luckily 
ant for penalty for illegal excessive in these provinces, owing to the 
levy ; (e) by tenant for the landlord light Settlements, the question very 
refusing a receipt for rent. rarely comes up for disposal ; and 

® See Notifications under 65(6) each case is reported qn the orders of 
in the same Circular* Suits in the the Chief Commissioner’ (Nov. 1889). 
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(H) General Business. 

I have before explained that my object is to deal only 
with those duties of revenue officers which are directly 
connected with the land-revenue and tenancy. I therefore 
pass over duties only indirectly bearing on these matters ; 
such as cases under the Land Acquisition Act (land for 
public purposes), and applications for general loans to agri- 
culturists^, under Act XII of 1884 [see Revenue Circular, 
Section I, Serial No. (6)], and loans under the Agricultural 
Improvement Act XIX of 1883 ^ {Revenue Circular, Sec- 
tion I, Serial No. i^o). For the same reason, I omit all 
reference to the management of estates of minors or in- 
capable landholders by the ‘ Court of Wards,’ a subject now 
provided for by Act XVII of 1885 and a series of orders 
and rules {Revenue Circulars, Section IV). 

Attention deserves, however, to be drawn to the orders 
which, in this province, direct regular ‘ harvesting experi- 
ments,’ with a view to ^ making systematic effort to improve 
our present knowledge of the average outturn of the prin- 
cipal crops grown in these provinces.’ It will be enough 
to refer to the Revenue Circular, Section III, Serial No. %, 
on the subject. 


^ ‘ For the relief of distress, the 
purchase of seed or cattle, or any 
other purpose mt specified in the 
Land Improvement Act, 1883/ but 
‘ connected with agricultural oh- 
jects." This Act repeals the old 
‘ Taqavi " (that is the vernacular for 
these loans) Act of 1879. 

^ I.e. Special loans for ^ improve- 
ments ' which add to the letting value of 


land, including tanks, wells, irriga- 
tion arrangements, drainage, re- 
clamation, &c (see Section 4 of the 
Act). 

^ The circumstances under which 
the Act was passed, appear in the 
Gazette of India, 17th October, 1885, 
Part IV, p. 255. It came into force 
on 9th Oct. 1885. 
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Part IV.— THE PANJAB, 


Chapter I. The Land-Kevenue Settlehext System. 
.. 11. The Laxd-Tenuees. 

„ III. Land - Eevextje Officers and Eevenue 
Business and Procedure. 


CHAPTEE I. 

THE LAHD-EEYENITE SETTLEMENT SYSTEM. 


Section I. — ^Introduction (Historical and Local). 


§ 1. The Early Administration. 

The Chapter II of Vol. I has given the details of the 
acquisition of the territory officially called 'The Panjab 
and its dependencies.’ The date of the cession (1846-49) 
will be sufficient to indicate to the reader that the greater 
part of the province came under British Eevenue- Adminis- 
tration after the Settlement-system of Upper India had 
taken a definite shape. The Panjab, therefore, escaped 
those first years of tentative revenue-arrangements — farm- 
ing-systems and harsh sale laws — ^which were productive 
of such unforeseen and mischievous results in other 
provinces 


^ The Delhi districts, Y'liich have 
been under the Panjab since 1858, 
but became British teriitory in 
1803, hardly form an exception ; no 
Regular Settlements were made in 
them till long after the annexation ; 
and the Settlements, when made, 
were under the North-Western Pro- 
vinces. Some of the districts 


suffci-cd from over-assessment ; but 
that had nothing to do with the 
system. Some of the Panjab dis- 
tricts also sulforod from the applica- 
tion (in the absence of better infor- 
mation) of the Sikh standards of 
assessment ; but it was only to a 
very limited extent (see Aclmimstra- 
tion Bepoitfor 1849-50, § 266). 
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I have also explained how the principles directed to he 
observed in the administration, were communicated in the 
Qovemor-Generars dispatch of 31st March, 1849, under 
which a * Board of Administration’ was appointed. The 
Board, after a few years, gave place to a ‘Chief Com- 
missioner’; and ultimately (in 1859) a Lieutenant- Governor 
was appointed. It remains to be noted that the Panjab 
was never annexed to the Bengal Presidency or formed part 
of it, so that the Code of Bengal Eegulations was never in 
force. The dispatch, however^ spoke of the spirit of the 
Regulations being followed when applicable ; and, what is 
more important, the Board was instructed to draw up its 
own Rules for the various details of district control. Many 
of the rules (and some similar later ones) acquired the force 
of law under the Indian Councils' Act, 1861. Among the 
instructions issued in those early years, I cannot forbear 
mentioning the admirable Manual of the Principles of 
Civil Law, which was circulated in 1855. It never had 
the force of law, though it was familiarly called ‘ The 
Panjab Code ’ ; but it long served as a valuable guide to 
judicial officers. In revenue matters, the Regulations VII 
of 1%%% and IX of 1833 were referred to, and their ‘ spirit ’ 
acted upon. The land-system adopted, was, as far as pos- 
sible, that of the North-Western Provinces ; and Thomason’s 
Directions'^ — was the text-book, as well as the Booh 
Circulars issued by the Board, and afterwards by the 
Financial Commissioner. The practice of giving instruc- 
tions by circular still continues (as in other provinces) : for 
there are many points of detail which are not settled by 
law, i. e. by Land-Revenue Act or the Rules made under it. 
The Financial Commissioner’s Circulars have recently 
been consolidated up to 1890 ^ 

^ This book was held in great was, in fact, almost entirely duo to 
esteem ; so much so that, in 1874, the matter added in brackets and 
when a Kevenue Manual was re- to the various Appendices, 
quired, the whole of the old text ^ This volume is quoted in the 
was reprinted rnrhatim, though it sequel as F, G. Consol. Cir. with the 
had long since ceased to represent number and the page of the volume, 
either the law in force, or the actual It is divided into ‘Parts,’ as the 
practice ; the utility of the book North-Western Provinces and Oudh 
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§ Physical Features of the Province, 

Before I describe the Settlements, I may state a few 
facts regarding the province, which are necessary to enable 
ns to appreciate the law. The province, as a glance at the 
map shows, is a fan-shaped tract, with the Himalayan hills 
and their outworks forming a northern boundary. The 
hills in Hazara, and on the immediate border of Eawalpindi, 
are British territory, but close beyond comes Kashmir, a 
feudatory state ; then we have the Ghamba State. Beyond 
that, again, the Kangra and Knlu hills are British; and 
then comes the series of small Simla Hill States under 
British protection and political control. 

The plains districts are divided into sections by the 
^ Five- waters ’ (or rivers) (Panj-ab), which, debouching from 
the hills at distant intervals, gradually unite their streams, 
first one, then the other, till all come together in the ex- 
treme south of the province, in the great stream of the 
Indus. This forms, in reality, a sixth river, as it is not 
the Panjab boundary, there being ‘ Trans-Indus ^ territory 
included in the province. The Jamnd is the eastern boun- 
dary. The whole territory is thus divided into a number 
of tracts betwmen two rivers, called ‘ Doab.* From the 
Jamna to the Sutlej is a broad plain destitute of the 
local features which would constitute a ' Doab.' From the 
Sutlej to the Bias is the rich tract of the Hoshyarpur and 
Jalandhar districts, called simply Hhe Doaba.' Between 
the Bias and the Bavi (on which stands the capital, Lahore) 
is the ^ Bari Doab.’ From the Eavi to the Chinab is the 
‘Eichnab Doab.’ From the Chinab to the Jihlam is the 
‘ Chajh Boab,’ and from the Jihlam to the Indus is the 
great ‘ Sindh-Sagar Doab 

Circulars arc into 'Departments’ Chinab,^ and ' Clwjli ’ or (Chaeh) is 
dealing mth different major lieads> Chinab - dihlam (Cunningham’s 
of official business Ancient Gtoctinjihij London, Trubner, 

^ It IS stated that these names of 1871, p. 154). 
the Doabs were invented in the I have retained the popular spell- 
time of the Emperor Ahbar. Each ing for the Sutlej ^Satluj) because 
name is a sort of ' telescope ’ or the river has become famous from 
colliding of the names of the two the battles of the first Sikh War, 
rivers into one woid ; thus 'Bari’ and ‘Sutlej’ is almost an English 
is Bias-Ravi, 'Richnab’ is 'Ravi- word. 
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The greater Doabs (that between the Sutlej and Bias is 
too small to be so affected) have certain generally similar 
features. In each, the level gradually (and almost im- 
perceptibly) rises from the river towards the centre of the 
tract, and then falls again till the level of the next river is 
reached. This slight rise in elevation causes a series of 
important differences of soil. Along the river-bed is the 
moist area ; first, that actually flooded and liable to the 
features of alluvial formations, frequent erosion of the soil, 
and changes of the river-course (^ sailaba,’ ' bet/ ‘ kachchi ’). 
The Panjab rivers are peculiar, as regards their course 
over the plains. They have no regular bed ; as the river 
leaves the last outworks of the hills, it simply falls on to 
a broad tract of soft alluvial soil, choosing the lowest level, 
as a matter of course. Each year, as the mountain snows 
melt, and the summer monsoon rainfall further swells the 
volume, the river rises rapidly and overflows its low-level 
or winter bed, often spreading over the country for two or 
three miles — more or less, according to the size of the 
river. The ‘ deep-stream ' flows now here, now there ; and 
the various secondary channels, which begin to form, as 
the waters fall, cut themselves out courses of constant 
variety. In fact, as they bring down silt, the waters 
continually tend to build up their bed to a level slightly 
above that of the valley ; accordingly, when the bed over- 
flows, the waters must flow away on this side and on that, 
spreading out by reason of the inclined plane over which 
they escape. Hence every Panjab ‘river-bed’ is a con- 
siderable strip of country — a stretch of land partly occupied 
by sand and alluvial mud, with channels here and there, 
some dry, some with water in them; while the 'deep- 
stream ^ runs somewhere in the midst, or at one side of the 
river-area 

From the larger rivers, great canals, with regulating 

^ These changes also affect the tates a turn and flows behind a 
riparian villages, sometimes deposit^ village, in front of which it formerly 
ing, sometimes cutting away con- ran. Sometimes whole estates are 
siderable areas on the river frontage. washed away, and great areas of 
In some cases the main stream land are formed up lower down. 
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masonry head-works, are taken off. Such are the Barl- 
dod-b (Eavi)^ the Chinab, and the Sirhind (Sutlej) canals. 
But at certain portions of the Indus, Jihlam, Bdvi, and 
Sutlej (besides these), smaller canals, known as ‘ inundation 
canals,’ are taken out ; they only flow during the flood 
season; and, in fact^, serve to utilize the excess water 
during the rains. But to return to the Doab. 

Beyond this flooded area, the land is still comparatively 
low in level, and moistened by percolation, so that wells— 
often mere holes in the ground — can be dug and water 
found at a depth of seven to twenty feet. This area is 
variously called the ‘ dhaya,’ ^ b^t,’ or ^ khadir ’ ; it is easily 
cultivated, but does not give the best results. Beyond that, 
the level rises, the soil is good, and the country more 
healthy ; wells are still freely sunk ; but, in general, a 
masonry lining is req[uired, and the labour of cultivation, 
as well as the expense of cattle to work the wells, is much 
greater. Wells here vary in depth from twenty-five to 
seventy feet, as we recede from the river banks. Below 
seventy feet a well cannot be worked, as cattle could not 
move the long rope-belt which supports the water-pots 
(‘tind’). The ‘ Persian- wheel ’ is everywhere in use (at 
least north-west of the Sutlej). This higher tract is called 
‘ hangar,’ or the ‘ manjha.’ Beyond that, the general level 
is higher still, and there we have only sparse cultivation, if 
any, and the bulk of the area consists of wide tracts of 
grass prairie and open jungle of stunted, but thick- 
stemmed and deep-rooted trees, ^ jand •’ {Frosopis spicigera) 
and others, valuable as yielding large supplies of wood- 
fuel. This tract is called the ‘ bar.’ Leaving that, and 
again descending the almost imperceptible slope towards 
the next river, we again come to cultivated high land, and 
then once more find the moist belt of river-land. 

In the Sindh-S%ar Doab, the ‘ bar ’ is so extensive, that 

^ The^ grass springs up during clarified butter (butter boiled down 
such rain as there is, and affords and strained) which, in that state, 
grazing to great herds of cattle, the keeps indefinitely, and is largely 
milk of which yields a large and used for cooking purposes by all 
valuable supply of ^ ghi ' — a sort of classes. 
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it turns to a great ‘ thal/ or sandy desert, in the central 
portion; and here there is neither cultivation nor tree- 
jungle. 

The Panjab climate is generally dry. Along the Hima- 
laya is a narrow belt, with a large rainfall (over seventy-five 
inches, but diminishing largely towards the north-west 
end) ; under the hills, also, the rainfall is fairly abundant. 
In the central districts, it is less ; and in those of the south, 
like Dera-^^zi-Khan, Multan, Muzaffargarh, Jhang, and 
Montgomery, it is very scanty ; so that here all cultivation 
depends on the rivers — on their overflow, on inundation- 
canals, and on the use that can be made of wells in the 
moister soils or near the canals. Crops raised by rainfall 
are here hardly known, except at rare intervals ; and the 
cultivation, generally, is so liable to fail for want of water, 
and is so affected by the action of the rivers, that the 
Government revenue is often levied by a ^fluctuating’ 
assessment following the results of each harvest. 


§ 3. Existence of Village ‘ Communities' 

In the northern, central, and south-eastern districts, 
villages — fully deserving to be called ‘communities’ — are 
everywhere found. But in the hiUs, and in the southern 
river-tracts, villages, in the proper sense of the term, 
hardly exist ; we have merely aggregates of a few separate 
holdings, which have been clubbed together for revenue 
purposes into ‘ mauzas ’ ; in reality, the management is as 
nearly ‘ raiyatwari ’ as possible. The modern revenue-law, 
while asserting the joint-responsibility as the general rule, 
acknowledges that there may be cases where it should be 
ordered not to take effect (cf. Section 61, Act XVII 
of 1887). 

In the Panjab districts, as a rule, population is by no 
means dense, and only in a few limited areas is it over- 
abundant. In 1849, there was an enormous area unculti- 
vated, which, in the last forty years, has been continually 
diminishing. There are, however, in the south and 
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south-east, some large desert tracts^ which, in all proba* 
hility, will long remain so. 


§ 4. Present Division of the Province {territorially). 

The Panjab is divided into thirty-one^ districts — of which 
one (Simla) is hardly to be called a district, consisting 
really only of the station of Simla, with two small de- 
tached areas in the hills beyond, (Kotgarh and Kotkhai). 
Each district is subdivided into ^ tahsils,’ usually three or 
four to a district. There used to be thirty-two districts 
(up to 1884); when the Sirsa district was abolished, the 
Fazilka portion being added on to Firozpur, and the rest 
going to Hisar. There used also to be ten divisions of 
Commissioners ; since 1884 there are six. The divisions of 
civil appellate jurisdiction, and sessions courts, do not 
necessarily coincide with these administrative divisions. 
The old Acts regarding district boundaries (Act VI of 1867, 
fee.), are no longer in force ; Section 5 of the Land-Eevenue 
Act (XVII of 1887) now does all that is requked, empower- 
ing the Local Government to modify the number of tahsils, 
districts, and divisions, and to alter boundaries, as occasion 
arises 


Peshawar | 
Division. - 


Deraj at 
Division. 


Rawalpindi_| 

Division. 


Lahore 

Division. 


V19. 


Peshawar. 

Koh^t. 

Hazard,. 

Deralsmail lOian . 
Dera Ghdzi Elhan. 
Bannu. 
Muzaffargarli. 
Rawalpindi. 

, Jihlam. 

Shahpnr. 

Gujrdt. 

Sialkot. 

Gnjranwala. 

Lahore. 

Amritsar. 

Gdrdaspur, 

Multan. 

Montgomery. 

Jhang. 


Jalandhar 

Division. 


Delhi 
Division. 1 


20. Firozpur. 

21. Jalandhar. 

22. Hoshyarpur. 

23. Kangra. 
f 24. Ludiana. 

25. Ambala. 

26. Simla. 

27. Gurgaoh. 

28. Karnal. 

29 Rohtak. 

30. Hisar. 

31. Delhi (Dihli). 

^ As to the orders about transfer of 
territories, especially when owing 
to di-alluvial changes, transfer to a 
Native State is necessary, see F. C’s. 
vol. of Consolidated Circulars, No. 
60, p 516. 
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§ 5. Circumsta'nces under which the First Settlements 
were made. 

Whea the first regular Settlements began, the forms of 
record and statistics for villages used in the North-Western 
Provinces, were adopted ; and in many cases, amms and 
other subordinate officials, trained to the work in those 
provinces, were imported, to make the field-surveys and 
compile records. 

The Panjab system, to the present day, is essentially a 
‘ variety ’ of the North-Western Provinces Settlement 
^ species ’ ; though, of course, it has its characteristic 
differences of detail. 

§ 6. Experience gained during the Residency Bays. 

The Settlements, however, were not made entirely with- 
out any previous experience. It will be remembered that 
after the treaty of 1809, by which the Cis-Sutlej States and 
petty chiefships were taken under British protection, Eanjit 
Singh wisely abstained from interference, and maintained 
friendship with the British power ; and things went well, 
till the death of Mah^rAja Kharak Singh. After that time, 
about 1 845, the Sikh Darbar foolishly began the work of 
interference beyond the Sutlej, and this resulted in the first 
Sikh War, and the annexation of the Sikh possessions, Cis- 
Sutlej (other than the territories of the protected chiefs), as 
well as of the districts immediately adjoining the Sutlej on 
the other side, which were required as a safeguard to our 
then frontier. A British Eesident also was, by treaty, em- 
powered to advise, and to some extent, to control, the Darbar 
at Lahore. Under this advice, between 1845 and 1848, con- 
siderable administrative improvements were made. Had 
not the unfortunate Diwan Mulraj, at Multan, been led to 
rebel and to bring about the murder of British officers in the 
city, the second war of 1 848-49, might never have occurred, 
and the experiment of a native administration under British 
control, have been prolonged indefiinitely. Instead, however, 
of resenting the Multan outrage, the Sikh chiefs and army 
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gradually made common cause, and rebelled against the 
Darb^r and the British authority. The second Sikh War, 
of 1849, which resulted, terminated in the overthrow of all 
opposition. After anxious deliberation, Lord Dalhousie 
resolved to annex the province, as the only hope for its good 
government, and for the safety of the rest of India. 

A collection of State papers relating to the Panjab (1847- 
49) was presented to Parliament as a Blue Book. From this, 
we gather much interesting information regarding the Sikh 
system, and the attempts of the British Resident to make a 
summary Settlement of the land-revenue on behalf of the 
Darbar. It was the experience thus gained that enabled the 
first years of Pan jab administration as a British province, 
to be conducted as successfully as they were. 

§ 7. Sildi Organization of the Land- Revenue. 

It will be remembered that when the confederate ‘misls ’ 
or bodies of Sikh soldiery, conquered the country, the 
different chiefs portioned out the whole into ialuqas, or 
sections, under each chief. But affcerwards^ the predomin- 
ance of Maharaja Ranjft Singh resulted in the organization 
of the Panjab, much as the old Hindu State (described in 
my Introductory Chapter) was organized, and much as 
described in Colonel Tod’s RdjaUhdn. The most im- 
portant part of the territory, held direct by the Maharajd, 
formed the ‘khalsa.’ The outlying tracts, the Tlaqas, 
taluqas, or districts, held by the Muhammadan chiefs on 
the frontier, or by the Sikh chiefs in other parts, now 
became subordinate chiefs’ estates, the holders being bound 
to the ‘ feudal ’ service of the Maharaja, and to appear 
with the prescribed force of horse or foot when called 
upon. 

When the Sikh government was strong, the Midlsa terri- 
tory was portioned out into large districts, with governors 
(called jSfazim over each ; and over smaller divisions of 

^ The Sikh govei-nment readily as it adopted Persian for its legal 
adopted Muhammadan official terms and official language. 

— Diwan, Nazim, hlaqa, jagir, &c., 
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territory — usually one or more of the old ^ taluqas ’ — a 
kardar or district ofl&cer was appointed, with minor officials 
(chaudhari) over ^ tappas,’ or groups of villages, under him. 
Ranjit Singh had arranged fixed money-assessments for 
every village, at least in some districts ^ ; hut, as he grew 
old, the regular system was allowed to fall into abeyance ; 
and for many years before the annexation, the whole pro- 
vince (up to the Sutlej) had been made into seven districts — 
Kashmir (including HazdrS), Peshawar, Wazirabad, Multan, 
Pind-Dadan-Khan (including the Salt Mines), and Kangra 
including part of Jalandhar). The governors of these did 
what they pleased — farming the revenues to ^ijaradars,’ or 
contractors, or to the local kardar, getting as much (and 
paying as little to the Darbar treasury) as they could. A 
return given in a letter from the British Resident, shows 
the state of revenue-management before annexation : — 

E. 

(in round numbers) 

8 Taluqas farmed with hardars for a fixed sum (they of 

course getting as much more as they could) . 25,50,000 
8 Taluqas ; villages farmed for fixed sums with headmen 18,24,000 
43 Taluqas held direct (in revenue language ^^mani' or 

^ kh£m ') under State Officers .... 89,45,000 


§ 8. British Attempts at Reform before the 
Annexation, 

The Resident describes in this letter the absence of all 
check on the local officials, and how both the people and 
the Government alike were pillaged ; and he expresses his 
belief that a business-like, though summary, Settlement, 
even if it reduced the land-revenue demand by ao per cent, 
all round, would, in the end, be more profitable to the State, 
and would give great relief to the people 

^ Eesident’s letter to Governor ‘ The completion of a Settlement, 
General, dated 25th September, by which the amount demandable 
1847. In the Parliamentary Blue from every village shall bo defined, 
Book above alluded to. with punctual returns of the collec- 

^ This is the text of the letter (Par?. lions, will soon woik a change. At 
Blue Book, p. 9). present, every kardar does pretty 

From Kesident, to the Secretary much as he pleases ; ho is virtually 
to Governor - General, dated loth a large renter, not a mere collector 
September, 1847 : — of the land-tax. His principle is to 
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Accordingly, tlie work of making simple cask- Settlements, 
on tke basis of former grain-collections, fairly yalued, and 
of casb-assessments (where these were in use), reduced to 
fair and reasonable amounts, was undertaken. The Settle- 
ment was made on the spot after local inspection, and in 
consultation with the people and the leading men (but 
without any survey or attempt to value the land). The 
work was I'apidly carried out in Hazdr^, the four Doabs, 
and part of Peshawar. The other districts were in pro- 
gress when the affair of Multan occurred and the war broke 
out which resulted in annexation 


realize as much, and pay as little, 
as possible ; there is no exact record 
of the Government demand in any 
case, and in many instances, it 
varying with each person, the call- 
ing him to account is a mere 

mockery It is no doubt true 

that the Darbar have returns of 
what is considered the revenue of 
every rabi of a large portion of the 
country villages, and in settling 
with the kardars, these documents 
are referred to, and the Govern- 
ment demand against them is 
limited to the revenue thus exhibit- 
ed. But the kardar does not thus 
act towards the proprietors of 
the soil ; from them he takes as 
much as he can get. In a bad year 
he will not collect less than what 
he pays the Government ; in a 
good year a great deal more. In 
this way Peshawar had a Settlement, 
yet .... it is in the hands of 
iz^rad^rs (holders of farms or leases) 
who collect as they please. The 
Trans- Sutlej territory also had a 
nominal revenue, yet the village 
records show that from 25 to 30 per 
cent, in addition was taken, and 
such is the rule throughout the 
country. , . ! 

And the Administration JR&port for 
1849-50 says (§ 233) 

‘As a rule the (Sikh) public de- 
mand may be said to have varied 
from two-fifths to one-third of the 
gross produce. This proportion 
prevailed in all the districts which 
the Sikhs had fully conquered, and 


which were fairly cultivated, and 
may be said to have been in force 
in all their Cis-Indus possessions, 
except the province governed by 
Diwan Mulraj i^the southern dis- 
tricts). Beyond the Indus, owing 
to the distance from control, the 
less patient character of the popula- 
tion, the insecurity of property, 
and the scarcity of popula- 
tion, the revenue system pressed 
more lightly on the people. For 
the last reason also, the rates .... 
in Multan were equally light. In 
all these tracts (excepting the pe- 
culiarly rich lands round Peshawar) 
the Government share never ex- 
ceeded one-third, and usually 
averaged one-fourth or one-fifth, 
and fell even to one-eighth, of the 
crop For certain crops — cotton, 
indigo, sugarcane, tobacco, and ve- 
getables-money-rates were always 
taken. When the Government de- 
mand consisted of a share of the 
crop, whether by actual division or 
by appraisement (of the standing 
crop) the officials sometimes dis- 
posed of the grain themselves, but 
more commonly obliged the agri- 
culturists to pay for it in cash, at 
prices rather higher than those 
quoted in the ordinary market.* 

^ Those who desire to learn more 
about the early revenue arrange- 
ments will do well to consult the 
judiciously selected extracts given 
at p. 61 1 et seq. of vol. ii. of the 
Panjdh Replies to the Famine Commission 
(1878-79). 
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§ 9. First Settlements after Annexation, 

After 1849, some ‘summary’ Settlements^ had to be 
made; but ‘regular’ Settlements were soon taken in 
band. All these Settlements have now expired (they were 
made for periods varying from twenty to thirty years). 
Many of them have been revised, and a second revision is 
now being, or has recently been, made 


^ See vol. i. Chap. V. p. 304 
^ The first^ Settlements of the 
Delhi, Guroaon and Karnal dis- 
tricts were made under the North- 
Western Provinces Government. 
They expired in or before 1872, and 
revisions have since been carried out. 
[The valuable reports on Karn^l 
(Ibbetson), Eohtak (Panshawe), 
Gurgaon (Channing), of which I 
have made great use in the Chapter 
on Tenures, belong to this period 
of revision. The dates are general ; 
I ignore the case of detached tahsils 
and parganas which, in few in- 
stances, had periods of lease some- 
what different, and were, therefore, 
settled earlier or later than the 
general or district dates given.] 
Rohtak was settled in 1873-9. 
Hisar was settled for twenty years 
in 1863 and is now under revision. 
The Sirsa re-Settlement was fin- 
ished in 1882 ; and this district has 
been abolished and divided between 
Hisfir and Eirozpur. The first 
Amb ALA Settlements had been under- 
taken piecemeal, as the district was 
not completely formed at one date. 
The southern tahsils were settled 
between 1847 and 1853 (Wynyard’s 
Settlement) ; the northern in 1850- 
55, in which latter year the district 
Settlement, as a whole, was sanc- 
tioned. The Thanesar poidion was 
settled in 1862 ; finally, the Settle- 
ments were so sanctioned that the 
periods of the several poitions 
should expire together in 1880. 
The re- Settlement has just been 
completed. Luthdna was re-settled 


in 1879-83. Firozpur had been 
dealt with piecemeal, the Settle- 
ment, as a whole, being sanctioned 
for thirty years in 1855. But the 
tract called Mamdot, held in jagir 
by the Nawab of Mamdot, was 
settled in 1868-73, tfi® Mukat- 
sar Tahsil, which was settled in 
1S55, for ten years, was re-settled 
1865-73. The whole of Firozpur is 
now under revision (1889). The 
Jalandhar division (three districts) 
had all been settled about the same 
time ; the revision of the Kdngrd 
assessments is now proceeding ; the 
record-of-rights having been revised 
in 1865-69. Eoshydrpur w’^as re- 
settled in 1879-84 ; Jalandhar in 
1880-85. 

The Lahore district had been 
settled in 1850, and again in 1865- 
68 ; this Settlement has fallen in, 
and is now being revised (i889\ 
Amritsar, Sidlhot, and Gurddspur are 
also now under revision ; so are G-ajrdi 
and Gujrdnwdld. Rawalpindi (first 
settled in 1856) has just been re- 
settled. Jihlam was re-settled, for 
the second time, in 1883. The 
Shdhpur Settlement of 1866 has now 
expired, and the district is under 
revision. The Multan districts 
( ILxtUdn, Mnsaffci'i gai h Alonfqome) ?/. and 
Jhang) have all been re-settled of 
late years, and so tlie districts of 
the Peshawar andDerajat Divisions. 
Ilazdyd was settled 1868-74; Kohat 
in 1875-80, as nearly as can be 
stated. Peshawar in 1869-75 ; Leya 
Ghdzi Khdn, 1869-74 ; Dei a Ismail 
Khan, 1872-79 ; Bannu, 1872-78. 
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Section IL — The Oldee Settlements. 

§ I. Three Periods of Settlement-Law. 

The history of our Settlement procedure, as regulated 
by law, falls into three periods. 

(i) From annexation to 1871, during which ‘ the spirit ’ of 
the Eegulations (VII of IX of 1833, &c.) was fol- 

lowed, supplemented by Circular orders of Government, 
some of which had validity as law, under the Indian 
Councils^ Act^ 1861 ; others had the ordinary force of 
executive orders. 

(3) For 1871-87, a Land-Eevenue Act (XXXIII of 1871) 
was in force ; the Tenant Act (XXVIII of 1868) was also 
in force, having been enacted two years earlier. The Land- 
Eevenue Act was supplemented by published Eules having 
the force of law under the Act. 

(3) In 1887, a revision of the Land-Eevenue and Tenancy 
Acts was completed, the law now being Act XVII of 1887 
(with Eules issued under its authority), for Land-Eevenue 
administration, and the Tenant Law being Act XVI of the 
same year. It is supplemented by ^ Eules ’ having the 
force of law; and there are official (executive) orders in 
the Financial Commissioners’ Circulars, as above stated. 

§ a. The Early Settlement Procedure — Features of it 
that are still of importance. 

It is now of no practical importance to describe all the 
details of the earlier methods of Settlement. Indeed, the 
student who has read Chap. V. Sec. IX of Vol. I, or the 
Chapter in Vol. II on the North- W^estern Provinces, knows 
already as much as he need know about it. 

The surveys at &st carried out (where such work was 
undertaken) were by the old method of two independent 
surveys. The ‘ Eevenue Survey ’ gave the outer boundaries 
of the villages only The ‘ Settlement Survey,’ made by 

^ And also produced the ^ Eevenue &c , and also the area as divided out 
Survey " District maps (one inch or into * villages ' and Government 
two inches == i mile) shoving dis- * Eakh ’ or waste land, 
trict local features, roads, canals, 
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amins and native surveyors, under the direction of the 
Settlement Officers, prepared the detailed field-maps, and 
thus got the village-boundaries over again, the Eevenue 
Survey maps being used as a check. 

§ 3. Estate Boundaries, 

At the first Settlements there was a great deal of business 
connected with the determination of village boundaries, 
where they were disputed or undefined. ‘ Thakbast 
misls,’ or files of papers showing how the lines were laid 
down, and how disputes had been settled, formed a not 
unimportant part of the earlier Settlement records. All 
this work having been once done, it is not likely that it 
will ever have to be gone over again. 

But one of the features of this boundary-settlement, which 
is of continuing importance, was the determination of what 
portion of the large area of circumjacent waste should 
be allowed to the villages as their ‘ shdmilat-dih,' — the 
common property of the village-body. 


Section III. — Waste Lands, as Allotted at Settle- 
ment. — Modern Colonization. 

§ I. RvZe adopted at Settlement, 

The result of the physical conformation of the province, 
already described, as well as of the historical conditions, 
was, that there was a very large area of waste-land, 
the right to which had to be considered. The area 
for Settlement, in fact, consisted in several districts, of a 
great waste with villages scattered over it. This condition 
was, at all events, sufficiently common to cause a rule to be 
promulgated (by Circular order) on the subject of how far 
the waste was to be considered as belonging to the different 
villages. The rule was, that each estate was to have a 
certain area given over to it absolutely. Where the waste 
was of small extent, the whole of the adjoining area was 
included in the village-boundary as a matter of course ; 

VOL. 11. N n 
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where it was extensive^ each village received twice, and, in 
some cases, thrice, the cultivated area. The rest of the 
waste then formed the ^rakh* of the Panjd,b — that is to 
say, Government waste available for forest or for any other 
public purpose. Much of this area has since been granted 
or leased for cultivation, or colonized. Some parts have 
been constituted State forests, and other parts ^ district 
rakh ’ — useful for grazing and supply of fuel to the villages 
around, who pay Hirni, or grazing-dues, for the right of 
grazing cattle in the area. 

This allotment-procedure was not, however, uniformly 
carried out ; there w'ere some districts in which the older 
Settlements left the matter very much in doubt 


^ E.g,, the Muzaffargarh district, 
where at first all the waste was in- 
cluded as belonging to one village 
or the other. It was (somewhat 
arbitrarily) taken hack again about 
i860, but without any real demarca- 
tion on the ground showing the 
resumed portions. The matter was 
finally dealt with, and has been set 
right, at the last Settlement, with 
the consent of all parties. 

In Eawalpindi also the waste was 
not separated from the villages in 
the hill tahsils of Murree (Mari) and 
Kahut^ ; and the work of separation 
was completed a few years ago under 
the Forest Act. 

In the Kangra district (except in 
the Kulu subdivision) at the first 
(Barnes’) Settlement, all the waste 
was divided out among the villages, 
but the Government retained a 
right to the trees, and consequently 
to the user of the land as long as 
any trees were on it ; and rules 
were also made for the protection 
and reproduction of trees. 

The following extract (paras. 24, 
25, and 26) from the remarks of 
the Financial Commissioner, Pan- 
jab, on Mr. LyalFs Kangra R^orf 
(1865-72) are of importance, as 
showing how the waste rights grew 
up :~ 

‘"When we look to Mr. Barnes’ 
S. M. for an account of the mode in 
which the waste was treated at the 
Eegular Settlement, we find con- 
siderable indistinctness : — 


‘ I. Mr. Barnes says that ‘‘ex- 
tensive wastes and forests are 
generally considered the undivided 
property of Government.” From 
this it would appear as if he 
reckoned small wastes to belong to 
the landholders. 

‘ 2. He treated the holders of 
land within the circuits, as copar- 
cenary bodies, and imposed upon 
them a joint responsibility to which 
they were strangers ; and to balance 
this, gave the community the right 
to collect certain items of miscel- 
laneous rent, the produce of the 
waste. 

^ 3. In the village administration- 
papers of the Regular Settlement 
the waste is usually termed “ com- 
mon land of the village ” (shamilat 
dfh) ; sometimes this definition is 
omitted, and then the ownership of 
the waste is left to be inferred from 
the interests recorded in it. 

‘ 4, The question of demarcating 
large tracts of forest for Government 
was discussed during the operations 
of Mr. Barnes’ Settlement, but 
abandoned apparently from the 
idea that a forest establishment 
would be expensive, and that the 
expense might be obviated by em- 
ploying the mminddrs in the work 
of conservancy ; and ultimately 
every particle of waste, from the 
tops of mountains to the river-beds, 
was included in the boundaries of 
the circuits [villages as created at 
Settlement]. 
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Subsequent proceedings bad therefore to be taken, and, 
so far as the rights of village estates are concerned, all 


*To wliat extent Mr. Barnes in- 
tended to convey proprietaiy right 
in the waste to the landholders is 
even now uncertain. The wastes 
were demarcated in village boun- 
daries and entered in the adminis- 
tration-papers as ‘‘shamilat dih*’ 
(village joint or common land), but 
at the same time the right of 
Government to all trees growing on 
common land is secured, and the 
grazing fees payable by the ‘ ‘ gaddis ’ " 
(shepherd tribes) were claimed for 
Government. Again, the expression 
that the “extensive wastes and 
forests are generally considered the 
undivided property of Govern- 
ment,’^ seemed to show that Mr. 
Barnes did not intend entirely to 
abandon these w’astes. Further, in 
two subsequent letters written in 
i860, Mr. Barnes distinctly comba- 
ted the notion of his having sur- 
rendered the proprietary right of 
Government, asserting that the ad- 
ministration-papers were compiled 
by the people themselves, and that 
custom was against their claim to 
the proprietary right. Mr. Lyall 
uses a somewhat similar argument 
when he says that the entry of 
shamilat dih ” against the wastes, 
was made, as a matter of course, by 
the amins, who, trained in the 
North-Western Provinces Settle- 
ments, had recourse to the procedure 
there learnt, by which every plot of 
land, not being private property, 
came under the heading of “ com- 
mon.” 

' The question, however, came up 
for discussion in i85r3-53, in connec- 
tion with the demand for land for 
forming tca-xdantations. Mr Lyall 
shows that on several occasions the 
local officers tried to re-assert the 
paramount claim of Government to 
the Wcitote, but the Chief Commis- 
sioner refused to acknowdedge the 
principle, and ruled that the %vaste 
lands must be hold to be the pro- 
perty of the villages, and that no 
lands could be apiiropriated wuthout 
the consent of the land-owners. 
This decision was finally affirmed 
by Goveinment in 1863, and Major 


Lake, then Commissioner of the 
Division, recommended that the 
boundaries of hamlets within 
“ mauzas ” should be defined in the 
rest of Kangra proper, as they had 
been at first Settlement in a great 
part of Tahsil Nadaun. The posi- 
tion thus taken up, which must be 
held to represent the views of 
Government when Mr. Lyall began 
his Settlement, was that the Govern- 
ment has reserved in the waste 
lands only the right to certain 
forest timber and to certain grazing 
fees, and had surrendered to the 
zaminddrs the right in the soil, 
together with the miscellaneous 
dues, composed of fees levied from 
Gujar herdsmen, quarners, iron- 
smelters, netters of falcons, owners 
of water-mills, &e.” 

Though all waste in the Panjab 
that has been dealt with at Settle- 
ment, and has been cut off from 
villages, and in which rights have 
not specially been recorded, is ex- 
clusively Government property and 
available for forest purposes or 
otherwise, there has been a ten- 
dency to leave it open for the 
convenience of the neighbouring vil- 
lages, irrespective of their actual 
nght The result of our settled and 
peaceful Government has been, that 
the land originally made over to 
the villages as waste has become 
valuable, and it has, in many in- 
stances, been all brought under cul- 
tivation sometimes without thought 
as to provision for grazing. In 
consequence of this the people have 
no waste left whereon to graze or 
cut firewood, and they naturally 
clamour to get their wants supplied 
in the ncighbouiing Government 
waste. Whenever, then, it is de- 
siied to enclose this for plairting or 
other purposes, theie is a loud out- 
ciy ; and this may result some 
day in serious loss A difficulty of 
tins soil "ivas experienced in the 
‘ Eakhs ’ of the Salt Bange ( Jihlam 
Dibtiict). Here the wuste ■was 
marked oft* separately from the 
villages, as it w'ould have been any- 
wheie else, only it was understood 


Hi n 2, 
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questions are now at an end^. In a few districts — e.g. in 
Ambdla and Ludiana — tbere is no Government waste, to 
speak of. Whenever there is any peculiarity, as in the 
wooded districts of Rawalpindi, Kangra, or the Salt Range, 
full notice of the subject is sure to be found in the later 
Settlement Reports, 

§ 'Z, The Law of 1887 as to Waste Lands, 

It may be well, before concluding this notice of waste 
allotments, to observe how the existing law has dealt with 
the subject. All that is needed is what is provided in 
Section 42 of the Land-Revenue Act XVII of 1887 

In the case of waste adjoining an estate, if the record-of- 
rights of the estate was completed before i8th November, 
1871, and does not specifically say that the waste belongs 
to the estate, the presumption is that it belongs to Govern- 
ment. And in the rccords-of-rights after that date, where it 
is not specifically said that the waste belongs to Govern- 
ment, it is presumed to belong to the estate : the presump- 
tion may be rebutted on certain grounds stated in subsection 
(3) of Section 42. 

The Act also continues the provision about ^excess 
waste,’ which has usually found place in Revenue Acts (cf. 
Section 87, Act XIX of 1873, and p.37). Even if the waste 

that the tracts so marked off were (under the Eorest Law) or other 
rather taken under care for the final disposal of the lands, 
general benefit, and to prevent the ^ I do not of course allude to 
different tribes disputing about questions as to forest organization 
them, than to become the propoity and the rights of user which may 
of Government or liable to any sti let exist in -waste not included within 
control. A forest-Settlement has the bounds of villages Dnfortu- 
accordingly revised these arrange- nately several questions of the kind 
ments and allotted a certain portion await solution in the Panjab. 
only to stiict conservation Mean- ^ The piesent Act came into force 
^\hiie, there is in the Pan]ab Laws on ist November, 1887- (notifi- 
Aet (IV of 1872 section 4k' an ex- cation No. 727, Fawjdb Gazette, of 3rd 
cellent provision which enables November, 1887, Part I, p. 578). 
Govei’nment to make rules regiilat- It extends to the whole province 
ing the use of pasturage and other subject to any special provisions in 
products of Government waste the Rcgulatioms under 33 Victoria, 
generally, and prohibiting any user cap. Ill (in districts for which such 
that IS not in accordance -with such Regulations have been made, e g 
rules. This provision might bo Hazara and) unless such piovisions 
made use of, pending the intioduc- are specifically altered by the Act 
tion of a complete forest- Settlement 
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Las been granted to an estate, it may be in excess of re- 
quirements, and then a portion may be marked off and 
separately assessed. The Settlement must, however, be 
offered to the holders of the original estate, and only, if they 
refuse it, to others ; in that case, an allowance of 10 per 
cent, as a maximum^ and 5 per cent, as a minimum, of the 
net income realized by Government, is given to the original 
estate-owners. No Civil Court has jurisdiction to hear any 
suit regarding the ^ formation of an estate ’ out of waste See. 158, 
land. 


§ 3. Improvement and Colonization of Waste. 

The reader will readily understand that, even after the 
allotment just spoken of, there are districts in which great 
tracts of land still remain for disposal by the State ; and 
these are often such as are not in demand, because ^ baram ’ 
cultivation — depending on rainfall, is impossible, and the 
land is so near the ' bar ’ that wells cannot profitably be 
sunk. Yet the soil is good. Of late years, the Chinab 
Canal has made possible the cultivation of a large tract of 
this kind in the Richnab Do^b (Gujr^nwdla and Jhang 
districts), and the recently-constructed Sidhnai Canal (from 
the Eavf) has done the same for the northern part of the 
Multan district ; and so with the Para and Lower Sohag 
Canals (extensions of the Upper Sutlej Canal) in the 
Montgomery district. 

It has now become a recognized part of land-revenue 
administration to manage, on a regular system, the allot- 
ment and colonization of these new canal lands. This is 
over and above the ordinary system of disposing, by lease, 
of waste lands available in the districts generally. 

> § 4. Ordinary Waste-Land Rules. 

Eegarding this latter subject, I need only mention that 
the rules on which (ordinary) waste-lands are disposed of. 
are those of 1885, which must be consulted for details. 

The principles on which the rules are framed are ; — that 
the Government, in the first instance, leases, and does not 
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sell, the land ; it charges a low rate of land-revenue and 
also takes a rent (or malikdna ^), which amounts to one- 
fourth of the reYcnne. No lease is allowed without the 
sanction of Government, except in eight districts (Mont- 
gomery, Jhang, Multan, Shahpur, the two Deraj at districts, 
Muzaffargarh and Eannu), and even there, leases of over 3000 
acres require sanction ; and so if the lessee proposes to make 
a canal, or if Government is likely to make one in the 
neighbourhood. During the currency of the lease, the 
' malikana ’ may be redeemed or compounded for, on pay- 
ment of twenty-five years’ dues. When this is done, the 
proprietary title to the land is acquired, and the purchaser 
will have in future only to pay (like any other proprietor) 
the assessed land-revenue on his estate. 


§ 5. Colonization of Canal Lands- 

I may briefly sketch the special system adopted in 
granting out land irrigable from the new canals. 

It will be observed that here the conditions are altered. 
Instead of the lessee taking up barren land and making it 
valuable, it is Government who has expended money to 
oive value to the land. 

O 

It is an object to encourage colonization by good 
agricultural castes, especially from the over-populated sub- 
Himalayan districts. 

It is contemplated that there will be available land : — 


About 34,000 acres on the Sidhnai Canal. 

,, iSojOoo ,, Soliag and Pclra. 

, , 423, 000 , , in the Shahpn r district (from the -T ihlam Ei vor. ) 

And there is the large area from the new Chinab Canal, which 
I cannot state. It is estimated that about 55 per cent, may be 


^ The student will remember that, 
in many cases, especially Bengal, 
the word malikana was used to de- 
note an allowance made to an owner 
;malik) who, owing to one cause 
or another, had ceased to be in 
managing possession of the land or 
estate In North India the term is 
commonly used (and quite logically) 
to indicate the owner’s piofit or 


ownei’s shaio — that wdiicli is paid 
over and above the State le venue, 
in acknowledgment of the owner’s 
right of property And so also in 
the Panjab ‘ malikana’ is used to 
moan rent where that rent is the 
revenue some addition, and is 
not a fixed lump sum, in which 
latter case lent is called ^chukota’ 
(incorrectly chakota) or ‘ lagan.’ 
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occupied by small holdings, per cent, by holdings from 
ICO to 500 acres, and 13 per cent, by larger holdings. An 
‘ entrance fee ’ will be charged in some cases — e. g. on the 
Chind-b Canal ; no fee will be taken for small lots, but on 
larger holdings the charge will be : — 

100-500 acres = 8 Rs per acre. 

300-500 „ = 12 „ 

Above 500 „ = 20 ,, 

There will then be the revenue pluB a small rent to pay 
annually. The details vary according to the locality ; but, 
as an example, the rules for the Sidhnai Canal may be 
stated. In the case of this canal, the main branches (• raj- 
baha irrigate from 6000 to 34,000 acres. From the 
branches, channels are led off, capable of irrigating the 
land for one to two miles on either side ; thus giving irri- 
gated blocks of about acres each, which area forms a 

convenient-sized colonist ' village.’ This area is divided 
into square blocks, giving, roughly, ^2*5 acres each, the side 
of the square being 180 ^hadam'^J Here the plan is to 
encourage small holdings of proprietary cultivators working 
their own land. Each grant of ninety acres will contain four 
such blocks, and this is considered a suitable size for a 
peasant’s property — not too small for use, when the inevit- 
able subdivision (consequent on the law of inheritance) 
comes to pass. On each canal, arrangements will be made 
for such tracts of grazing reserve and forest plantation as 
may be needed It may be mentioned in connection with 
this colonization scheme, that land-revenue is levied by 
acreage-rates applied to the crops successfully gathered at 
each harvest. The canals are often dependent on the river- 
floods, though the particular canal that I have been speaking 
of, is furnished with a curious and beautiful arrangement, 
called a ‘ needle-weir,’ which secures the water-supply to 

^ The ^ kadam * or ^ karu ' is in slightly in different localities. The 

universal use and represents the land - measurement usual in the 

pace made by the movement of Panjab, is described further on. 
both feet ; it is 66 inches, or 5| feet ^ Panjdh Government to Financial 
long, as a general standard for Commissmwr, Ro, 746, dated 27th 
measurement purposes, but varies October, 1885). 
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some extent. In an ordinary inundation canal, if the floods 
fail, the crops are not watered, and the revenue-rate is not 
levied. The revenue is taken on acres, not on calculated 
amounts of produce ; but the full rate is not levied, and a 
remission granted, for deficiency and partial failure of 
crop on the acreage chargeable. There is a rate for the 
rabf , a rate for the autumn harvest, and a rate for land 
(which may be, though not to any extent) cultivated with- 
out aid from the canal. A ‘ village ofiicers’ cess ’ (for 
patwaris, headmen, &c.) is also levied, at four annas per 
rupee of revenue. After five years, the holder can acquire 
the proprietary-right by paying three rupees an acre, or 
other low rate that may be fixed. Besides the revenue, a 
rent of about one rupee per ten acres is charged. 

§ 6. Service Grants of Waste. 

Besides the rules which enable anyone to apply for v aste 
land on the principles stated in §§ 4 and 5, it has been the 
practice to grant tracts of waste land (on which the revenue 
and rent charges may or may not be remitted), as rewards 
for military or political services. This practice has been 
regulated by a Eesolution of the Government of India (ist 
December, 1888), which lays down that a fixed number of 
grants may be given in each year, or not more than that 
number. Five hundred acres is to be the maximum area 
of each grant, and ordinarily such lesser area as may suffice. 
Canal rates and cesses will be charged always ; but, to 
enable the cultivation to be started without burden to the 
grantee, the holding will be revenue-free for two years ; 
then for three years a light assessment {plus a small rent or 
mdliJcdna charge) will be levied, and finally, the full assess- 
ment. The grant will remain a ‘ leasehold ’ for ten years, 
after which, if the grant has been made proper use of, and 
cultivation duly established, the proprietary-title will be 
conferred. In special cases, the Government may remit 
the assessment, and then it will be a ‘ mu’afi ' grant or a 
‘ j%ir’ according to circumstances. 
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Section IV. — Modern Pbocedube oe Settlement. 

§ 1. Use of the term ^ SettlewienV 

We may now turn to the procedure for making a 
Settlement of land-revenue under the modern system 
(1887). 

I shall still continue to speak, for the sake of con- 
venience, of the ‘ Settlement ’ and of the ‘ Settlement Officer,’ 
but these are no longer legal terms. The Land-Revenue 
Act (quite logically) treats the ‘ Settlement Officer ’ only as 
a Revenue Officer, who is charged with making a record-of- 
rights, or a general assessment, or both, as the case may 
be. And, especially under the modern policy of re-Setfcle- 
ments, this is desirable, because really there will be (in 
time) no special ‘ Settlement Officer ’ who takes charge, as 
it were, of the distinct during its period of ‘ Settlement.’ 
Settlement work will be (more and more) done by the 
ordinary staff, aided by such extra hands as might be put 
on at any time, or for any purpose, to strengthen the exist- 
ing establishments temporarily. The Act contains no pro- 
visions for special powers to ^ Settlement Officers,’ as such, 
nor mention of any officer called by that name. 

It recognizes two processes, which, in fact, make up the 
work of Settlement usually so-called ; they are (I) the 
pbepabation (or revision) of a becobd-oe-bights : this 
consists in making a series of formally attested records and 
maps, showing the persons liable to pay the revenue, as 
well as the rights of all classes interested in the soil, as 
they existed on a given date. It consists further in main- 
taining an anmial record in the same form only continually 
corrected so as to represent the facts as they are for the 
time being. (II) There is the general assessment of a 
district, tract, or local area (as may be ordered). For the 
carrying out of these operations, there is the district staff 
of patwaris, with their supervising kanungos j but at pre- 
sent special assistance, both in the way of Settlement 
Officers and subordinate staff, are required. 
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ActXYII 
of 1887, 
sec. 32 


§ 2, Settlement Staff. 

Accordingly^ five bodies of extra revenue-establishment 
(for Settlement -work) are kept up ; and where revisions of 
assessment or new record work (or both) are sanctioned, the 
work is arranged in such order that the establishment can 
proceed from one set of districts to another, and so be 
continuously utilized. 

The additional Settlement establishment consists of — 

(i) For each tahsil, such additional Naib-Tahsildars as 
may be available ^5 and a Supervisor (kanungo) to 
every six patwaris ; 

(2-) a Revenue Officer for Settlement work, with an 
Assistant or Extra Assistant, as the case may 
be, for the whole district (usually about four 
tahsils). 

When a special officer is not appointed, the work of 
Settlement is carried out by the Collector, aided either by 
an Assistant entirely under his control, or by a special 
Assistant, vested with powers of a Collector who is gene- 
rally subordinate, like any other Assistant vested with such 
powers. The Commissioner is charged with general super- 
vision 

§ 3. Demarcation and Survey. 

Let us now suppose that the Local Government has 
issued a notification directing a ^ Record-of-Rights ’ to 
be prepared. I will assume that a re-survey is required. 
Of course before rights can be recorded, the fields must all 
be correctly measured and described and mapped, after the 
necessary boundary-marks have been restored or put up, 
and all boundary-disputes settled. The revisions now going 
on involve, in some cases, such a re-survey ; for it is to be 

^ The title ‘ Superintendent ' is done by the permanent Tahsildar, 
not now kept up. Formerly it and to give him additional deputies 
meanta Tahsildar or depxity-Tahsil- to aid in the ordinary work of the 
d^r trained in Settlement duty ; Tahsil. 

and it was usual to depute four ^ See F, C. Consol, Cir. Xo 19. 

such officers to each staff ; but it is ® See § 26, F. C, Consol, Cir. Xo. 30. 

now the practice to let the work be 
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remembered that the Panjab has only been forty years 
under British rule, and it is hardly to be expected that all 
the earlier surveys will be so perfect that no further work 
in this branch is needed. 

It must first be mentioned that the Act empowers the 
Financial Commissioner to make rules as to the manner Sec. 100 
in which estates are to be demarcated and boundary- 
marks erected. 

There is a further power to make rules regarding the 
mrvey of land in connection with the preparation of a Sec 46. 
record-of-rights. These we shall notice in due course. 

As long as the survey is done by the revenue officers and 
the village staff (patwaris and k^nungos), no special an- 
nouncement of survey is required. But under the present 
practice, the aid of a professional party of the Survey 
Department is involved. The plan of a wholly professional 
'Cadastral’ surve}’'^, adopted in the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, has not been applied to the Panjab. Nor is it 
likely to be required at any future time. The patwMs and 
supervisors have been trained ; their work is generally ex- 
cellent ; and when based on the accurate data furnished by 
professional agency, it answers every purpose, and is the most 
economical. It will thus be seen that there is a professional 
part of the work and a Settlement part. But here the 
resemblance to the old system ceases. The professional 
assistance is made use of, not, as in old times, to make 
an independent boundary-survey, which was only used as 
a check on the patwaris’ (or Settlement) survey, but to 
furnish a number of points, base-lines, and other data, from 
which the patwari-surveyors are able to proceed with accu- 
racy to measure and plot the fields, and supply other 
details 

^ This term is not strictly used. fessional, survey of village estates 
Properly, every survey, to accom- ^ I cannot go into detail on the 
pany and illustrate a 7 i exact registei subject of the survey, but I may 
of propm ties and holdings IB state that the professional survey 

and in that sense our village surveys furnishes, not skeleton maps, hut the 
have more or less of this character ; data from which village maps are plotted y 
but in popular use ‘ cadastral ’ stated in a form in which they can 
has got to mean an accurate, pro- be utilized by patwjiri surveyors. 
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When such professional or exterior agency comes to work 
Sec. 107. a district, Section 107 provides for a special notification 
being issued, so that the officers may, for the time, have the 
Sec. 104. powers conferred on revenue officers hy Section 104. 

§ 4. Legal Provisions, 

These necessary powers are (1) to enter on and survey 
land (without fear of being called a trespasser) ; (:^) to 
erect marks and determine boundaries. The cost of 
erecting such marks is borne by the persons interested in 
the land for the indication of the limits of which the marks 
Sees.102-3. are required. The whole Chapter VIII will be read for 
information as to the apportionment of costs, the duty of 
providing chainmen and flagmen for the survey, and other 
matters of detail. 

Part II. As to the demarcation of boundaries, the ‘ Rules ’ ^ pro- 
chap. XI. every angle on the boundary between t%vo 

estates (and at other necessary points) pillars of mud or 
stone, not less than three feet high, shall be erected ; and 
that at every point where the boundary of more than two 
estates meet, a (masonry) Hri-j unction pillar’ shall be 
erected (this pillar is called ' si~haddi ’ or ‘ tri-haddi ’). The 
form and dimensions of pillars are given. 

If there is any dispute as to where the boundary-line 
ought to be, the survey will go by the existing boundaries, 
and by those of the last records, leaving aggrieved parties 
to sue in Court, or to arbitrate under the Act^. The de- 
marcation being done, the village -maps are made. 

The position of every tri-jnnetion published in a series of notifications 
pillar on a village-boundary with in the Gazette Extiaordinmy of 
reference to a central point in the ist, 1888. The rules were drawn 
district is calculated and stated in up in ‘ Parts/ and the Chapters 
the terms of tlie universal theorem. of each Part are in a separate nu- 
In large villages other points are merical series 
also defined ; and in every village a ^ In practice there is some diffi- 
base-line line (true N. and S., or culty in distinguishing between 
E. and W.) is laid down and marked cases where it is really a loundmy- 
by two masonry pillars. dispute^ i. e. admitting the right on 

^ By ^Rules' (throughout these either side, whether the line be- 
Chapters) ‘ I refer to the Rules tween the two should be exactly 
made under the Act, as the various here or there, and those where 
sections allow. The Rules were though the aggrieved person states 
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§ 5. The Field-Map and Index, 

The rules direct that the map is to be made in the same Dart ll 
way as prescribed for the annual maps. ^ 

The village-map is called (as usual) the Shajba.. Pari Dart i, 
passu with the map, is made a field-book or Index to 67-74. 
the fields or ‘ survey numbers/ showing the area and mea- 
surements, soil and crop ; and a list of the holdings of fiields 
grouped under the name of their holder is added. (See p 565). 

In the map, every field bears its consecutive or serial 
number marked in red ink The Rules give a definition Rule 67. 
of a field, or as it is ofiicially called, a ' survey number.’ 

It does not, of course, foUow that every plot of land which 
happens to be surrounded by a ridge (as is usual with cul- 
tivated lands, to retain water) is given a separate number in 
the shajrd. Ordinarily, a parcel of land, lying in one spot, 
in the occupation of one holder or several joint-holders 
under one title, is measured as a separate number ; but large 
areas may be broken up into convenient fields. 

The rules give a clear account of how the process of sur- Duie 69- 
veying a village is carried out. This will be better 
described when we come to enumerate the documents which 
form the record. 

It should be remarked that the sites of villages and towns, Act xvil 
on which land-revenue is not levied, are excluded from the sec! 4^^' 


his claim in the form that ^ his 
boundary has been broken ' (had- 
shikani) he really means that he 
claims a title to so many additional 
acres to what he has in possession. 
Such claims frequently aidse when 
a man hnds on the new measure- 
ment, that his acreage is less than 
hitherto recorded or understood ; 
he tries to attribute the deficit (not 
to its true cause but) to some en- 
croachment of his neighbour’s. 
Where, under the guise of a boun- 
dary-question, a man really claims 
a certain area as his, the case is 
clearly one for a court of law on a 
plaint for title and possession ; 
it is not a boundary - dispute 
properly so-called. 

Section loi contains a very useful 


provision enabling the revenue- 
officer to ^ define the ’ of any 
estate or any holding ; if he does 
so (subject to Revenue appeal), the 
Civil Court has no jurisdiction (Sec- 
tion 158) to interfere. 

^ The rules do not now (like the 
old rules) give instructions about 
the scale of maps ; these are points 
for a surveying-manual. The vill- 
age maps are generally on the scale 
of 16 inches to the mile (i inch = 
330 feet, or as near to that as local 
measures may allow). Where the 
subdivision of land is excessive, por- 
tions may be shown on a still larger 
scale, and annexed to the general 
village-map (see Financial Commis- 
sioners Circular j No. 66 of 1886). 



558 


LAND SYSTEMS OE BRITISH INDIA. [book ill. 


maps and records ; and the Revenue Officer is empowered to 
define the limits of the village-site or town-site, which is 
so excluded. A dotted line is drawn in the map showing 
the exact shape and size of the place. (See Financial 
Commissioner's Circular, No. 12 of 1890.) This is agree- 
able to the old process by which the Settlement Officer 
used to draw a line (known as the ‘lal lakhir’ or line 
in red ink) which showed where the land was outside 
the sphere of the Settlement. This is important as it 
affects juiisdiction. Within such excluded area, the Re- 
venue Act does not interfere with the action of the Civil 
Courts. 


§ 6. Land-Measures used in the Panjdh, 

The land-measures used in revenue-work are the local 
measures and not the English acre^. These measures are 
the ‘ bighd- ’ and the 'ghumao’ and 'kanaU For imperial 
retuims, in which acre-measures are required, the conversion 
is effected by simple rules. These local land-measures vary 
from district to district ; but the application of them is not 
so difficult, for, fortunately, there is a generally-accepted 
unit of length which differs only very slightly in certain 
localities ; and the area-measure is, naturally, a square of 
this unit. 

The unit of .length is the ^kadam’ (also called ‘karu’) 
and ten kadams make a chain. Then the area-measures 
follow naturally. A table is given on the opposite page. 

The area-unit is a square kadam, which, in bigha 
measure, is called biswdrisi, and in ghum^o measure, a 
‘ sarsdi ’ (or sarsdhi). 


^ Financial Commissioner's Consol Cir. 
Part 11 . No 28 (§ 48, p. 150). G-liii- 
mao indicates a "^neasurG dependent 
on the method of ploughing, being 
derived from ' ghumani ’ to turn 
(the plough) : in other words, an 
area the length of which is the 


customary furrow made by the 
plough before turnnig The Mu- 
hammadan measures of Imperial 
times have fallen out of use, except 
in Fazilka, where the Shah Jahaui 
bigha of 3025 square yards (nearly 
of an acre) is in use. 
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In the former — 

20 Bisw^nsi 
20 Biswa 

In the latter — 

9 Sarsai 
20 Marla 
8 Kanal 


I Bisw^. 
I Bigli^. 


I Marla. 

I Kanal. 

I Ghumao. 


In the distiicts of 

The 
Kadain 
IS in 
inches. 

Pioportion to acre. 



/Delhi, Kohtak, Gurgaon, 

57*15 

I Bigha = 0 208 acres. 

The standard 


Hisar, Ludiana, Ambala, 


or 4-8 bighas = i acre. 

acre is 4840 


Karndl, Fazilka (Firoz- 



sq_uare yards. 


pur district). 




Bigha i 





measure 1 

Simla .... 

54 oo 

I Bigha = 0-1 86 acres, 





5.38 bighas = I acre. 



Xulu and Plach (Kangra 

56.00 

I Bigha = 0*2 acres, 5 



\ district) 


bighas = I acre. 



/ Shahpur-Kandi (Guides- 

59*03 

I Ghumao — 0*8 acres, 


/In some 


pur district) 


1.25 ghumdos = I acre. 


places it is 






common to 


Jalandhar, Hoshyarpur, 

57*50 

I Ghumao =’'0-76 acres, 


count by 


and Xangra (except as 


i.82ghumaos = i acre. 


kan^ls in- 

Ghumao 1 

' above). 




stead of by 

(or kan^l)-< 





ghumaos 

measure 

Amritsar, Gurdaspur (ex> 

60-00 

I Ghumao == 0 83 acres, 


and kanals 


cept Shakargarh Tahsil 


I 21 ghumdos - 1 acre, 


Thus they 


and Shahpur-Kand), Fi- 




speak of 


rozpur (except Fazilka) 




246 kanals 


Lahore (except Sharak- 




and not 


\ pur) 



30 Gh. 6k. 

Tahsils Shakargarli, (Giirdaspur dist.) 

66 00 

I Ghumao =- 1 acre. 


Sharakpur (Lahore dist.) and all dis- 




tricts not named. 





§ 7. Special Jurisdiction in Land Cases. 

Before proceeding to describe how rights in land are Act XVII 
recorded, I must take the opportunity of explaining that, as 
disputes about right may still occur, it was thought desir- 
able that power should be given to settle them on the spot, 
as far as possible. It is obvious that ofldcers making or 
supervising the records, have exceptional facilities for dis- 
posing of such cases ; accordingly, a Revenue Officer may 
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be invested with powers for the purpose, and then it may 
be directed (i) either that the appeals lie to the controlling 
revenue authorities as revenue appeals, or {%) that the 
appeals shall lie to the civil appellate authorities, as usual, 
in which case the Revenue OjflSlcers are merely regarded 
as special Civil Courts for a particular class of cases. 


§ 8. Legal Provisions regarding the Record-of -Rights. 

Sec 31. The legal provisions on this subject are to be found in 
Section 31 of the Act. A record-of-rights is to be made 
for each ‘ estate ’ (mahal) ; and the word ‘ estate ' in the Act 
means an area for which a separate record has been made, 
or which is a separate unit of assessment to land-revenue, 
or which may be declared by the Local Government (by 
general rule or special order) to be a separate estate. 

The record-of-rightSi as legally defined, includes : — 

(a) Statements showing, so far as may be practicable — 

(i) the persons who are landowners, tenants, or as- 

signees of land-revenue, in the estate ; or who 
are entitled to receive any of the rents, profits, 
or produce of the estate ; 

(ii) the nature and extent of the interests of those 

persons, and the conditions and liabilities 
attaching thereto ; and 

(Hi) the rent, land-revenue, rates, cesses, or other 
payments, due from and to each of those per- 
sons, and to the Government ; 

( 5 ) a statement of customs respecting rights and liabilities 
in the estate ; 

(c) a map of the estate ; and 

(d) such other documents as the Financial Commissioner 

may, with the previous sanction of the Local 
Government, prescribe. 

As already stated, where it appears that a proper record 
does not exist, or that an existing one requires revision, 
either throughout any local area, or in some of the estates 
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in such area, Government is empowered to issue a Gazette Sec. 32 
notification ordering the preparation or revision of the 
record. 

The student will turn to the text of Chapter IV for all 
the provisions on the subject ; here I only call attention to 
the prominent features. With reference to the policy of 
re- Settlement procedure, it is a main object, not only to 
make a record which shall be correct for a given date, but 
keep it correct by continually entering the changes that 
take place. The law, therefore, requires — 

(i) the due preparation of the initial record ; and 

the maintenance of an additional record, called the 
^annual record,' which is an ^edition’ of the 
first, only kept continually correct by alterations 
and additions. 

In other words, we have a set of documents which give 
the starting-point — an attested account of the facts as 
found at a certain date ; and then another set (in precisely 
the same form), which are continually being corrected, 
by noting all changes occurring since the date of the initial 
record. As a principal means of ensuring knowledge of 
such changes, the patwdri is by law required to keep a 
Register of Mutations (i. e. changes of the name and 
circumstances of proprietorship, owing to death and suc- 
cession, or to gifts, sales, &c.), and such other registers as 
may be needed. This will be further considered when 
we speak of the patwdri's oflS.ce and duty. The law Sec. 34. 
imposes on every owner or occupancy-tenant concerned 
in the matter, the duty of reporting and registering, every 
acquisition by inheritance, sale, mortgage, or other trans- 
fer ; an occupancy-tenant is subject to the same provisions 
as a proprietor. 

Entries once made in tKe initial record or the annual 
editions, are, by law, to remain unaltered, except (of course) 
in the case of imdisputed alterations by transfer in the 
annual editions. 

Other changes can only be made by — 

VOL. II. 0 0 



See. 46. 


Buies, 
Part I. 
Buie 144. 
Part II. 
Buie 49. 


Part II. 
cl1.III.50. 
Parti, 
ch, II. 22. 
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(a) making entries in accordance with facts proved or 

admitted to have occurred ; 

(b) making such entries as are agreed to by all the 

parties interested therein, or are supported by a 
decree or order binding on those parties ; 

(0) making new maps where it is necessary to make 
them. 

The Act prescribes fees for mutations, and imposes 
penalties for neglect to report transfer. 

I have mentioned the power given to the Financial Com- 
missioner to make rules containing supplementary instruc- 
tions regarding the preparation of the record-of-rights. 
These rules are to be found in the Gazette Extraordinary 
of 1st March, 1888 (Notifications, Nos. 74, 76, 78). For 
the details, reference may be made to Part II, Chap. Ill, 
and Part I, Chap. II. 

All records (unless, for special reasons, there is a local 
order of the Financial Commissioner otherwise) are to be in 
Urdu (the official vernacular). 

§ 9. The Documents on a Record-of-Bights, prepared to 
give effect to the foregoing provisions. 

In the Eules will be found a list of the documents which 
form the record-of-rights and connected papers, which are 
in the same form as the Annual Eecord. 

The student will do well to make himself familiar with 
the few technical names, as they will occur every day in 
his practice, if he comes to work in a district. Any one 
desirous of becoming really practically up in the system of 
record, should also get a clerk to show him a record and 
take him through it, form by form. I take them in the 
order given in Eule 22 (Annual Eecord). 

I. — Khasra girdawari (with certain appendices). This 
is a list of the fields, showing shortly, the name of the 
owner and cultivator, giving the area and class of land, 
and showing the crop in each of the two harvests for four 
years, together with a note of any change in ownership or 
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in the rent for any harvest. The appendix to this is (for 
each harvest), a list of each kind of crop raised in each 
class of land (well, canal, flooded, rain-cultivation, See.), with 
details of success or failure in each kind. 

II. — Jama’bandi (with appendices). — This is record-of- 
rights excellence. It is a sort of combined list of sharers 
or co-proprietors (khewat) and of cultivating tenants also ; 
and is so far difierent from the form in use elsewhere — 
e. g. the North-Western Provinces — where refers 

only to tenants paying rent. In raiyatw^ri provinces, again, 
‘ jamabandi ' means the annual form of account of the lands 
held and the revenue payable, by each occupant 

The ^jamabandi ’ is perhaps the most generally useful of 
all the papers. It gives to each entry (for facility of refer- 
ence) a jamabandi-serial number ; it starts with the different 
subdivisions of the estate, and gives for each, the owners 
(usually a number of co-sharers) and cultivating tenants, 
with the survey-numbers held by each, the area, the culti- 
vator’s rent, the owner’s fractional share (or other measure) 
of interest, and the rate at which the assessment falls 
on his holding; the revenue and cesses due and any 
arrears outstanding. The appendices to this — the ‘ milan- 
raqba,’ or account showing how every acre in the estate is 
disposed of, as waste, cultivated, newly broken, left fallow, 
&c., and the revenue account-sheet — ^I may pass over. 

Once in four years, a ‘ detailed jamabandi ’ is prepared, 
and to it a copy of the map, corrected up to date, is always 
attached. The form is the same, but in the ^detailed’ 
jamabandi every field entry is given in full^ without 
abbreviations. With the detailed jamabandi there are 
filed— 


^ The last meaning is the only 
etymologically correct one ; but the 
use of terms changes with circum- 
stances ; i. e. in an estate where 
once the Government used to deal 
with cultivators direct, and now a 
village proprietary body has been 
recognized, obviously what was 
once the jamabandi or r&venue-xoll 


payable to Government, has be- 
come the 7Gnt-xo\l payable to 
the landlord class ; hence the use 
of the term in the North-Western 
Provinces. In the Panjab the docu- 
ment so called, shows hath the 
revenue payable by the proprietors 
and the rent payable by tenants. 


00 % 


Part I. 
ch. VII. 



564 land systems OE BEITISH INDIA. [book iii. 

(i) a list of reYenue-assignments (mu’d^fi register) and 
pensions ; 

(a) abstract showing the tenure of the estates, the moit- 
gages and temporary transfers, and the revenue- 
free lands or revenue-assigned lands ; 

(3) abstract of cultivating-ocmparbcy, showing how 

much is held by owners and by tenants of each 
different kind, and what rents in kind or cash 
are paid ; 

(4) an abstract of 'prevailing rents. 

Land is classified into well, canal (or both), alluvial, 
baram, or dependent on rain onJy (best and average) ; and 
against each class, the cash-rents and produce-rents are 
shown— in the latter case with details of the share of each 
party (i, e. of kamin or village staff, owner and cultivator). 

(5) A return of cattle^ carts, &c. 

It is a ‘ detailed ’ jamabandi that forms the initial 
record of Settlement; the annual jamabandis copy this 
with such abbreviations as may be convenient ; it is 
only the new entries of the 'year — such as a new tenancy, 
a new owner’s holding (arising from a mutation) — that are 
entered in full detail, 

III. — Shajra-nasb. — This is in reality, not merely a 
pedigree table, as its name implies, but a complete account 
of the tenure of the proprietary body, showing the divi- 
sions of the village into Harafs’ and ‘pattis,’ &c. (major 
and minor divisions), resulting from the branching of the 
family, as shown by the ‘ tree.’ It accounts also for the 
measure of interest in the estate, of each co-sharer, whether 
that be the fraction resulting from the law of inheritance, 
or some share in a well, or parts of a plough, of a bullock, 
&c. (as explained in the chapter on Tenures) ; or it may be 
only the actual area in possession which has become the 
measure of right of each. From this document we can at 
once tell the brief history and constitution and form of the 
village, and how it is divided ; its total revenue ; the area 
of each co-sharer’s holding, with a reference to the numbers 
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in the list of holdings (to be presently mentioned). This 
document must be seen to be appreciated. 

IV. — Village Map (Shajra) and Index (Khasra). — In 
order to make the map, a list of all the landholders, with 
their holdings (called khatauni) has first to be made out, 
as correct as is possible with the aid of the existing papers. 

It shows all the occupants in a village —owners, tenants, 
revenue-free-holders, &c. — on a series of separate slips, 
bound together, so that a corresponding slip ( parcha) may 
be handed to each person, and he can see what entries are 
going to be made in the map and in the record, in respect 
of the fields he holds ; and he can call for any corrections 
that may be needed. As each field is measured, its number 
is entered in the hhatduni ; and when all is com- 
plete, an alphabetical index is made of the Ichaidunis^ 
and a list of the Ma^cium-totals also (each number, 
how many fields it contains, and the class of soil, irri- 
gated or unirrigated, &c.). A statement of rights in quells 
is also added. 

Then comes the hhasra, ‘ field-book ' or index, in which 
each field is recorded seriatim^ with its khaidy^ni number and 
area calculation. To facilitate reference, on the margin of 
each sheet of the shajra (or field-map) is written a list 
showing the number of each field in it, with its corresponding 
hhatd'wni number ; and, as this appears also in the second 
column of jamabandi, it is easy to refer from the map 
to the jamabandi. The khatdunis, being merely preliminary 
aids to preparing the map and index, are not permanently - 
needed, and are destroyed after twelve years. 

V. — Begister of Mutations (Dakhil-khArij ). — This is the Buies, 
important register of changes, by aid of wMch the jama- 
bandi is kept correct. There is an abstract statement made 

out from it, giving the years total of transactions — both as 
regards owners and hereditary (or occupancy)-fcenants. It 
will be observed that there are details in the Rules as to 
what transactions are entered, and what are not, which I 
do not here give. Only transactions acted on are entered, 
and no mutation is incorporated in the jamabandi till a 
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revenue officer has passed orders on the register, allowing 
the fact. A -copy of all entries attested in -this way is 
attached to each yearly jamabandi as a voucher for the 
changes noted in it 

§ 10. Arrangement of Records^ and their use^ &g. 

It will thus be seen that, as far as the permanent or 
initial record is concerned, it really consists of the detailed 
Fart II. Jamabandi, with its appendices (the genealogical tree and 
eh. Ill 50. aj^d the map-index. 

But, besides this, there is another document, which, from 
* its nature requires no alteration from year to year. This 

is 

VI. — The Wajib-ul-’arz, or village-administration paper, 
stating customs and conditions affecting the management 
of the village, and its revenue- and rent-arrangements. 

This document does not now contain any matters of 
customary laiv, such as rules of inheritance, adoption, po'wer 
of gift, and so forth. It has been found inconvenient to 
have these matters loosely described (as they must be) in a 
record which is by law presumed to be true till the con- 
trary is shown. Such questions are now noted in Tribal 
Codes^ or books called RaivdJ-i-dm (general custom), which 
may be referred to, like any other text-books, for informa- 
tion, and may, accordingly, have considerable weight ; but 
there is no legal presumption of accuracy in their favour 
Ch.TiT.51. It will be sufficient to refer to the rules to show what matters 
are 'needed’ (w^jib) to be represented (ul-’arz), and the 
meaning of the title of this document is thus explained. 

§ II. Attestation of the initial Record ; its use 
and authority, 

I have already explained the relation of the initial or 
permanent record to the annual records ; the former is what 

^ Registers of mutations are per- in Tupper’s Fanjdb Customary Laih 
manently preserved for reference in (Government Press!, of wBich five 
fhe district office. volnmes are now out ; — a most 

* This point has been often ruled valuable contribution to the litera- 
by the Chief Court. A number of ture of land-tenures and customs, 
these ^Tribal Codes" are collected 
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I may still conveniently call the ^ Settlement-record/ and, 
in order that it may be known as correct for a given period 
of time, it is formally dated aTid attested by the Collector 
or Assistant Collector. These permanent documents are Id. 50 (it) 
bound up in volumes. The collection opens with a note 
showing the authority under which, and the Collector 
by whom, it has been prepared, the documents comprised 
in the volumes, also the date of the commencement and 
completion of the record. 

By law, any entry in the initial record, attested and Act XVII. 
signed as just mentioned, and in the subsequent annual 
records (prepared and supervised and checked according to 
rule) ‘shall be presumed to be true, until the contrary 
is proved, or a “new entry” is lawfully substituted 
therefor.’ 

These volumes are never destroyed ; they are kept in the 
distrit office ; and so are all registers of mutations, and the 
detailed jamabandis and appendices prepared once in four 
years. 

§ 12^. Volumes of the Old Settlement Records, 

As older Settlement records, prepared under the Act of 
1871, or before that, may still be referred to, I may just 
mention that they consist of the following documents : — 

‘Thakbast misls,’ showing how boundaries were settled. 

(These are separately kept, not bound with the volumes.) 

The following were bound up in volumes, and the map in 
a pocket : — 

(1) ‘Shajra’ — a field-map (a serial number given for each 

field ^ and measures noted on the boundary-lines). 

(2) ‘Khasra’ — a field-index to the maps, giving also de- 

tails of area and character of land (cultivated, vraste, 

&c.) ; (appended to this is a ‘statement of wells’). 

An abstract showing holdings brought together under 

^ In the map, small plots and mah goslm, i e. No. 27 with an odd 
comers not conveniently included corner belonging to it And there 
in a ‘field' but belonging to the were also parts of fields given under 
holder, are shown as ‘ gosha,' so the same number with the addition 
that a man may have a field, No. 27 of the word ‘mznC 
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the names of holders and called ^ tirij ’ or ‘ mnntakhib- 
as4miwar’ used also to be filed in the early Settle- 
ments \ 

(3) ^Village statements’ — giving concisely the chief sta- 

tistical facts about the village, 

(4) ^ Darkhwast malguzarl’ — ^formal engagement for the 

revenue, signed by the headman. 

(5) ‘Khewat’— a list of owners or co-sharers only, and 

their shares and areas ; sometimes accompanied by 
a Jchatduni, which shows the tenants. 

In the Pan jab a combined form, called ^ khewat-khat- 
auni ’ was afterwards used, and is found in most of the second 
Settlement volumes. 

(6) ^ Eubakar-akhir ' — or ^ final proceeding’ giving an ab- 

stract of the proceedings at Settlement, and any 
general orders about it. 

(7) ^ Wajib-ul-’arz’ — record of customs and rights in spe- 

cial matters. 

§ 13. The English Settlement Report. 

Under the latest rules, the Settlement Report will in 
future not contain the detail of tenures, customs, and local 
history, as the earlier reports did. The rules on the sub- 
ject will be found in the Financial Commissioner’s Consol* 
Circular, No. 62^. The Settlement Report will relate only to 
the assessment and financial work. But the rest is not neg- 
lected, only it is relegated to a separate work— the District 
Gazetteer ; and a new Settlement may result in a new 
edition of this work. 

Section V. — Peinctples and Peactice of Assessment. 

§ I. Early Methods — Difference between the Panjdh 
and the Eorth-^W ester n Provinces. 

We have now disposed of one of the great branches of 
Settlement-work — ^the Record-of-rights. There remains 

^ It gave all the ^ numbers ' of man ; in the muntakhib the name 
the khasra collected according to of the man would first appear and 
the owner or tenant who held them, all the numbers he held, in the 
In the khasra. No. i, No. 37, No. columns. 

508, &e., might all be held by one 
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the second branch (p. 553, ante) — the assessment, on each 
^ estate ’ (which may be a village, or more than a village, or 
part of a village) of the lump-sum of revenue it has to pay ; 
and the distribution of this sum over the individual 
holdings or shares. 

The earlier method of assessment need not be described 
in any detail. It was, in fact, the ‘ aggregate to detail ^ 
method, which I have described at pp. 41^, 3, ante. 

I would ask the student, however, to bear in mind that 
from the first, there was this essential difference between the 
Panjab and the North-Western Provinces — that, while their 
village systems are much alike the constitution of agri- 
cultural society is different ; the bulk of the land is not 
cultivated by tenants. Petty proprietors, co-sharers in vil- 
lage estates — ^holding fractional shares, or according to some 
other rule — cultivate their own lands, with their sons and 
cousins, and often their wives ; and where, owing to 
caste and other circumstances, tenants are employed, 
those tenants often pay no rent at all — merely share 
the revenue burden with the proprietary families — 
or else pay rent in kind^. It is to be expected, there- 
fore, that in the Panjdb, the principles and practice 
of assessment will also have developed on special lines. 
At first, and especially in the backward districts of the 
North-Western Provinces (where grain-rents were still 
common), there was more similarity ; but, as years went 
on, the two systems diverged. 

The difficulty that beset the early Settlements under Eegu- 
lation VII of 182^^ in the North-Western Provinces, and 
which was removed in 1833 (see North-Western Provinces, 
Chap. I. pp. 25-7, ante), was also felt in the Panjab, but it 
was surmounted in a different way. In the North-Western 


1 Tlie difference being that some 
peculiarities of origin have to be 
noted, especially on the frontier ; 
and above all that it is rare to find 
cases in which farming-leases or 
revenue-sales had interfered with 
the villages and introduced the 
recentlandlordsor landlord families 


so common in the North-Western 
Provinces (vide p. ii 2 on Tenures). 

2 It is calculated that of the culti- 
vated area, nine-tenths is held by 
cultivating proprietors and only 
one-tenth by landlords (great and 
small) who do not themselves culti- 
vate the land. 
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Provinces, the attempt to ascertain the net produce of all 
classes of land by taking the gross produce and deducting 
the calculated wages of labour, profits of stock, and costs of 
cultivation, was given up in favour of taking the rental of 
the estate as the ‘ assets.’ Such a development of practice 
was not open to the Panjab officers. 

Eeally, what was done in the first Settlements, was to 
rely empirically on the fact that certain cash-assessments 
existed, that these were too high and had been got in with 
difficulty; or that now, by the eflFe.cts of peace, owing to 
better roads and canals, to rise in prices and to extension 
of cultivation, they had become easy or too low; — these 
were the fundamental facts. The Settlement Officer talked 
freely with the people, and discussed matters with the 
village heads and with local hereditary officers and others. 
He began by taking a total sum which he thought fair for 
a whole tahsil or pargana ; it was probably an average of 
past collections, raised or lowered in the lump, by a general 
sense of fitness which arose in the mind of an experienced 
man, who had been carefully over all the tahsil on tour, and 
had tolerable statistics of cattle, of wells^ of increased cul- 
tivation, and so forth, to guide him, and also the figures of 
neighbouring localities for sanctioned Settlements which 
were working fairly. He then divided his tahsil into As- 
sessment-circles according to well-marked, locally-recognized 
kinds of soil, and according as the land was irrigated or 
unirrigated, high or low lying. And he made out rates 
of revenue — so much per acre — which he thought gene- 
rally fair for the soils in each circle. To do this, he had a 
few cash-rent rates which aflforded a guide ; he had rates 
paid for ploughs, each plough working so many acres. Pro- 
duce-estimates were largely relied on ; experimental reapings 
of given acres were made, but the results were only used as 
tests. No minute valuation was resorted to ; it was first 
calculated that one-third the gross produce was a fair share 
for the Government revenue when prices were low; but 
this was soon reduced to one-fourth ; and afterwards it was 
always, assumed that about one-sixth of the gross produce 
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was sufficient ; this could be calculated without difficulty for 
the grain-crops, and was valued at leniently-calculated 
average harvest prices. Applying the rates to the tahsil 
acreages of each class, the Settlement Officer would see 
whether they gave an approximation to the total first 
assumed, or not ; and he would then manipulate the rates 
till they could be fairly presumed correct enough to justify 
the total sums recommended. 

The general rates and tahsil totals had to be reported 
and sanctioned, and then, suitable rates being applied to 
each village in the circle, according to acreage of each soil, 
the individual village-revenue total could be roughly sug- 
gested. For the general or circle-rates were not applied, 
arithmetically, as they stood ; there might be individual 
peculiarities in villages that required the average rates to be 
raised or lowered. ' The Settlement Officer,’ wrote the late 
Colonel Wace, in his Report for the Famine Commission‘d, 
‘ is not required to apply the rates blindly, but to consider 
how far the circumstances of each village agree with the 
average condition of the tract (for which the rates were 
made out). If the soils or any one soil of the village, is 
better or worse than the average of the tract, or if there are 
any other circumstances affecting the prosperity or the 
productiveness of the tract and its rent- (revenue-) paying 
power, he is required to adjust the assessment correspond- 
ingly thereto. Having thus assessed each village, he again 
reports the result, in the form of a tabular statement, giving 
his reasons for any divergence from the (assessment-circle) 
tahsil rates.’ 

§ a. Allowance for Caste of Cultivators. 

I should here mention that one of the circumstances 
affecting a village in respect of its capacity to pay, is the 
caste and class of its inhabitants. ^It is practically im- 
possible to adjust inequalities of this nature, and it is 

^ Yol. ii. p. 593. These remarks, ments, are equally applicable to the 
though written with reference to first, 
the later or second series of Settle- 
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politically inexpedient to attempt to do so. The more 
skilful agriculturists pay the higher rates with more ease 
than their less able neighbours pay the lower rates ; and 
also, after paying the higher rates, they have a much larger 
margin of profit left to them. The less skilful agriculturists, 
on the other hand, are absolutely unable to pay the higher 
rates. In dealing with these matters, it is impossible to 
be guided solely by theories of equality of assessment. 
When differences of this nature are inquired into, they are 
found to have their origin in the different antecedent 
circumstances of each class, and not to be merely due to 

present differences of agricultural skill Every man's 

right in the soil, and no less that of the State, is to be 
decided primarily by what he has in fact enjoyed during 
past years. Any attempt to ignore this principle in our 
assessments in favour of theoretical equality, would not 
only be financially injurious, but it would be distinctly 
opposed to the common feeling of the country ; which is 
built up on, and permeated by, class distinctions, to a 
degree unsurpassed in any others 

The reader will remember these remarks, because, though 
applicable to the first Settlements, they are equally true 
under the most recent assessment rules. 


§ 3 . Assessment PHnciples of the Second Period. 

The practice of assessment thus described, was varied 
more in terms and in matters of detail than in principle, 
under the rules followed in the next period, which I pro- 
ceed to notice. First, some attention may be given to 
the ‘ half-assets ' rule. The reader will remember that in 
the North-Western Provinces, after 1855, and as soon as the 
plan of calculating re?ii 5 aZ-assets began to be established, it 


^ Quoted from the Famine Report, 
voL ii. p. 601. It is remarkable 
that throughout the Panjab proper, 
the Muhammadan and other classes 
who are poorer agriculturists, are 
settled on the lower-lying lands 
along the river-valleys where the 


climate is less healthy, but the soil 
easier to work. The finest races of 
Jats and others — the best agricul- 
turists— are on the higher levels, 
where the soil is not less good, but 
where greater labour is required. 
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was determined to reduce tLe Government share from the 
old two-thirds, or 66 per cent., of very loosely-calculated 
assets, to 50 per cent, (as a rule) of the more accurately 
defined assets. And when the rental methods were fully 
organized (as in Elliott’s Faru^abad Settlement), and 
many minutes on North-Western Settlements had ap- 
peared, it is not to be wondered at that the mention of 
calculating the ‘assets’ of an estate, and of taking 50 per 
cent, of these assets as the Government revenue, became 
more frequent in the Panjdb. When the Act of 1871 was 
passed, and Government formally laid down rules of as- 
sessment, this idea or principle was still more prominently 
brought forward. The ‘ assets,’ however, were not cash- 
rental assets, but either grain-rentals, valued in money and 
compared with cash-rentals found to be paid in certain 
cases, and tested by various calculations ; or a similar 
rental-value estimated (or assumed) for land which 
was not rented — and this was the greater part of the 
whole area. Accordingly in this period, we begin 
to hear more about tenants and their rents, or rather 
about the landlord’s share of the produce^ as the basis of 
assets. 

I am not aware, as a fact, whether there has been of 
late years any marked increase in the employment of 
tenants; but in the Famine Commissioners’ Report (1879) 
it is stated that 44 per cent, of the cultivated area is 
held by tenants h and 54 per cent, by cultivating landlords. 
Of the whole body of tenants, 30 per cent, has occupancy- 
rights ; many of these pay only revenue-rates, with or with- 
out the addition of a ‘ malikana ’ of two or three annas in 
the rupee, over and above the revenue-rates. That is why 
so large a proportion per cent.) of occupancy-tenants 
appear to be paying ‘ cash-rents.’ Of the tenants-at-will, 
about half pay cash- and half produce-rents 

1 Either by persons of the tenant ^ See details in the Fanjdb Beport 
class, or by landlords of other land of the Famine Commission, vol. ii. pp. 
paying rent as tenants for com- S 5 ^~ 5 ^> ^ table with later 

mon land of their own community statistics in the chapter on Tenures, 
or of some other village. post. 
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§ 4, Buies of 1873. 

Rules for assessment were first formulated in 1873. 
They were approved by the Government of India ^ ; and I 
may speak of the ' Rules of 1873 ' fairly representing the 
second period in assessment policy. 

It was expressly provided that the Government revenue 
should not exceed the ^estimated value of half the net 
produce of an estate, or, in other words, one-half of the 
share of the produce of an estate ordinarily receivable by 
the landlord in money or in kind.' Where rents in kind 
were usual, 'special attention' was to be given to produce- 
estimates. The rules said nothing about how 'produce- 
estimates’ were to be made out, or how their value in 
cash was to be calculated. 

But the system still contemplated starting with an aggre- 
gate sum for a tract or circle; and from this 'revenue-rates’ 
could be deduced for each class of soil. Both aggregate sums 
and proposed rates, were to be reported and to receive 
sanction, before they were applied to villages ; and, as akeady 
stated, such rates need not be adopted, unaltered, for in- 
dividual villages ; they were rather taken as standards to 
be kept in mind. 

§ 5. Assessment of Irrigation. 

I should explain that, under the first methods of assess- 
ment, canal- watered villages were mostly assessed with a 
general rate, of which a fraction was credited to the canal 
revenue account. But, afterwards, a rule was uniformly 
adopted which had first been used in Mr. Edward Prinsep’s 
Settlements (1862-68). The land was assessed on its 
ordinary or ' dry ’ aspect, apart from the well or canal, and 
then they added what was called a ' water-advantage rate.’ 
In the case of canal lands, this was called the 'owner’s 
rate^.' It is paid by acreage-rates on the area actually 

^ See Finmctal Commissionefs Consol, 1873. 
dr. Part II. No. 30, § 46 Also ^ In the Bari Do^b lands, the 
Letter from Government of India ^ owner’s rate ’ was E. i per acre, 
to Panjab, No. 905, i7tb October, This plan has ever since been adop- 
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irrigated in eacli year. The rates vary for different 
classes of crops, and do not include the charge for the 
water as a commodity, which is a separate demand. 

The Canal Act of 1873 (nowin force) recognizes assess- Act Ylii 
ment in this form ; it speaks of an ‘ owner’s rate ’ and an 
^ occupier’s rate ’ ; the latter, being a charge for the use 
of water as a commodity, is paid by the person who 
actually takes the crop. 

In this period, ^ fluctuating-assessments ’ began to he 
made use of in precarious tracts; but these I will de- 
scribe presently ; practically, they belong to the latest or 
most modern rules. 


§ 6. The existing Law and Practice regarding Assass- 
ment — General Assessment — Special Assessments, 

We now come to the third or modern period (since the 
Act of 1887). 

I may first give a summary of the law and rules on the 
subject, and describe practice separately. 

As far as the law is concerned, Chapter V of the Act deals Act XVii 
with the subject of assessments, separating provisions re- oap^v’ 
garding the general assessment of districts or local areas, 
from those regarding the special assessments which are due 
to alluvial formation, the creation of colonies on reclaimed 
waste, or the lapse of revenue assignments. For conve- 
nience, I shall here speak of general assessments, reserving 
any remarks that may be needed on special assessments, to 
the Chapter on Eevenue Business and Procedure. It might, 
no doubt, be said that ^ Settlement ’ (i. e. the general Settle- 
ment of a district) is itself a part of ‘ Eevenue business ^ — 
i. e. of ordinary revenue administration — ^and that the law 


ted (see Consol. Cir. No. 53 {B. § 12), 
p. 565 of the volume). Why the 
‘ owner’s rate ’ — that is, the addition 
to the assessment consequent on a 
rise in value of the estate due to the 
canal (regarded as an improvement 
made at the State’s expense) — 
should be credited to canals (quite 
apart from the ^oceupier’s-rate,’ i e. 
the actual charge for water used), 


I have always been at a loss to 
understand. The value of an estate 
may be greatly enhanced by a rail- 
way, yet we do not hear of a ‘ lail- 
■svay-advantage rate’ ci edited to the 
Railway Department. I have scon 
an excellent draft of a new Canal 
Act, aboli&liing tins distinction, 
but I fear it is not yet ripe for 
adoption. 
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of 1887 recognizes no special Settlement Officers as distinct 
from other revenue officers : that is true ; still, for practical 
purposes, a 'Settlement’ is spoken of, and is, in some 
respects, a distinct business ; and therefore I have kept the 
subject of Settlement separate from the ' revenue business ' 
of daily administration, as I have done in treating of other 
' provinces. 

§ 7. Sanction to undertaking a General Assessment. 

As already indicated, a general re-assessment may or may 
not be generally desirable on financial and other grounds ; 
it is not therefore undertaken without the previous sanc- 
Act XVII tion of the Governor-General in Council. The Act speaks 
sec!^49.’ ^re-assessment,’ as there is now no general assess- 
ment of a district for the first time, to be done. 

The Governor-General may prescribe the principles on 
which the assessment is to be made, and may give such 
Idem. other instructions as he may think fit. 

§ 8. Sanction to the Rates and Power of Correction. 

The assessment is made by a revenue officer. He is 
bound to obtain the Financial Commissioner’s sanction to 
'his proposed method of assessment and having reported 
(as will be presently explained) and got sanction to his 
method, and afterwards to his rates, he may announce the 
actual assessment for each estate, in such manner as the 
Local Government may prescribe. He also declares the 
date from which the assessment is to take effect. A land- 
owner, or an assignee of revenue, may, within thirty days 
of this announcement, petition for an alteration as regards 
the amount, form, or conditions of the assessment : and there 
is also an appeal from the order passed on the peti- 
tion. The assessment of a district or tahsil, even when 
announced, is not final till the Local Government has con- 
firmed it ; and at any time before such confirmation, the 
Commissioner or Financial Commissioner may modify the 
assessment of any estate in the district or tahsil ; so that 
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there are ample opportunities of correcting any error and 
aYoiding mistakes. 

§ 9. Fixing the Period of Settlement. 

When confirming an assessment, the Local Government Act^xvii 
fixes the period for which the Settlement is to last ; but gee 54 
on expiry of this period, the assessment will continue tQ 
hold good till a new one is ordered to take effect. It 
will be observed that in this, as in every other Kevenue 
Act, there is no period fixed by law. Former Settlements 
have usually (or often) been for thirty years, and that has 
got to be a sort of traditional period for ' temporary ' Set- 
tlements. But in many cases a different term has been 
adopted; and in future (for instance) the period must 
depend on various considerations, and among others on 
the date of falling in of the several district periods, so 
that all Settlements may not expme at once It is con- 
venient to have them falling in in a successive order of 
time, so that the available establishments may be employed 
suitably, and not be unable to cope with the number of 
Settlements at one period and be left without work at 
another. 

‘ Under the system lately adopted, by only undertaking 
the re-settlement of a small number of districts at a time, 
these evils are avoided.’ The re-settlement of a district 
(though it may be hoped that in future the time will be 
reduced) takes from four to five years ; it follows that six 
districts can be settled in thirty years, and as there are 
thirty-one districts^, of which one (Simla) may be prac- 
tically left out of account, five Settlement establishments 
will have continuous employment, till all the districts have 
been so surveyed and recorded, that future revisions can be 
carried out without any special establishment at all. 

^ It is not an easy matter to say dency of orders of lato, has been to 
theoretically what period is best ; recognize sonae of the disadvantages 
a long period has certain undeniable of a thirty years* term, and to admit 
disadvantages, as well as those other considerations in fixing the 
easily perceived advantages which period, 
are commonly set forth. The ten- ^ See list at p. 538, ante. 

VOL. II. P p 
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§ 10. Rules for Assessment approved hy Government 
in 1888. 

The present theoretical basis of assessment is (as before) 
to ascertain the ‘net assets’ and take one-half as the 
Government revenue. But. as the actual net assets of each 
estate cannot be found out by any direct process, it is 
acknowledged that certain rates suitable to the different 
classes of soil recognized in each circle (selected as homo- 
geneous for assessment purposes) must be obtained. These 
rates are multiplied over the proper acreage, and the result, 
being modified by certain general considerations, if neces- 
sary, gives the revenue total of the circle. 

Under the earlier Settlements there was much attention 
paid to estimates of produce, but these were not in a suit- 
able form for the requirements of the present rules. The 
estimate which is now required is obtained as follows : — 

An average-sized ordinary tenant-at-will’s holding is 
taken as a specimen in each soil-class, and the average 
yield of the landlord’s share of the crop and the money 
rates paid for such crops as pay in cash {mhti) being 
known, it is calculated what the value in money (at fair 
average prices) of the rental is. These estimates are still 
found valuable, either to compare with rates obtained from 
full cash-rents paid by tenants-at-will, or are useful by 
themselves, where cash-rents are too few or abnormal in 
character to serve as guides. They also serve to indicate 
the ‘landlord’s share’ or net-assets of an estate when 
the cultivation is done by the landlord himself. ‘ They ’ 
(the estimates spoken of ) ‘ are no doubt rough instruments 
upon which it would be unsafe to rely in fine questions of 
assessment ; but if well made, they are often very valuable, 
by indicating that a proposed enhancement of (the existing) 
rate is certainly well within the standard of assessment, 
or, on the other hand, . . . that there are other grounds 
for caution in enhancing. They also serve to indicate in 
a very useful way, the relative proportion which the net 
profits of one kind of soil or one mode of cultivation, bears 
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to another. An estimate of the halt net produce for classes 
of land, has now . . . been formally substituted for the old 
produce-estimate known under the rules of the old Land- 
Eevenue Act as Form D 

The revisions of Settlement now sanctioned are most of 
them, likely to result in enhancement ; for it is notorious 
that, since the British rule, a steady rise in prices has taken 
place, as w^ell as a very large increase in extent of cultiva- 
tion and improvement in its quality owing to extensions of 
the water-supply and greater facilities for the use of 
manure. 'After making fair allowance for increased cost 
of living and cultivation, these charges are all (i prion 
reasons for expecting a to some degree proportionate in- 
crease of assessment, provided that the old assessment was 
not above the half-assets standard at the time it was made. 
But some of the existing assessments now coming under 
revision were made, in theory, on a two- thirds net assets 
standard^, and others, like the earlier of Mr. Prinsep’s Set- 
tlements, were based in theory on an estimate of the value 
of a one-sixth share of the gross produce which had little 
or no connection with the standard of half-assets. It is not 
possible in these cases to rely much on the old revenue- 
rates. New half -assets average-roies for different classes of 
land in each circle, must he vjorhed out, based principalP^ 
on existing prevailing rent-rates paid in cash or in hind 
ly tenants-at-ivill ^ : and from these, after test by applica- 


^ From paragraph. 3 of Financial 
Coynmi^<^ioncr^s Consol Cir, Part II, 
Land Eg venue, No. 30, § 3 The 
whole of this Circular should bo 
studied by those desirous of fully 
studying the qucbtion of assessment. 

^ See, however, the remarks made 
in vol. i. p. 307 and ii. p. ^134. It 
may be doubted whether two-thirds 
of the ‘ net as^et^* " calculated in 
a very loose fashion, were really 
more than 50 pei cent, of the net 
assets more accurately defined. The 
reduction made in the North- 
Western Provinces in 1855 was 
really consequent on the improved 
method of calculating assets ; at 


any rate on the fact that the assets 
were run up higher. 

^ ‘ Tonants-at-will,’ because they 
alone pay full rates. It will be 
obsei ved that at the bottom, the rule 
is in the spiiit of the latest rule 
devised for the North-Western Pre,- 
vinces In fiict, we try to ascertain 
actual rents (eonveitirig grain-rents 
into fail ly equivalent money values ) , 
not tmts such as they might he, if fully 
enhanced Where the essential dif- 
ference between the North-Western 
Provinces and the Punjab comes m. 
is, that in the majority of estates 
there will be only a few tenants, so 
that the net assets of the popneioFs^ 


P p 
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Act XVII 
of 1887, 
sec. 49. 


tioTh to specimen average villages in each circle, the Settle-^ 
ment Officer must deduce the actual revemie-rates which he 
proposes to use as instruments of assessment/ It is re- 
marked that the half-asset average rates will, in. most 
cases, point to a greater enhancement than could be ac- 
tually taken ; and it is further noted that, as Government 
does not "wish enhancements at revision to be by large 
percentages, this also prevents the half-asset rates being 
adopted as they stand ; the actual average rates to be 
applied, will in fact be often lower than the general rates 
as calculated. 

Then again, though average rates can be applied to 
average villages, there will be many villages both above 
and below the average, so that the particular rates applied 
to each village may he equal to, or above, or helovj, the circle 
average rates. 

It has also to be noted that canal irrigated lands are to 
be assessed at the same rates as lands of similar quality 
and advantages in the same tract or district which are not 
irrigated by canals; and the advantage derived by the 
landowner from canal iiTigation is to be assessed by a 
sef)arate ‘ owner’s rate ’ 


§ II. Formal enunciation of Principles. 

These general remarks will have prepared the way for 
the quotation of the formal rules approved by the Govern- 
ment of India, which are as follow : — « 

(i) The general principle of assessment to be followed is 
that the Government demand for land-revenue shall 

own land must be made out, not by estate gives a reasonable average 
the impossible attempt to calculate rate or not. 

gross produce and deduct cost of ^ For the details as to this, and 
cultivation, but by applying to it how it is levied on mu'afi and jagir 
standards derived from examination estates when not exempted from pay- 
of average holdings of the same ing it, or the proceeds are granted to 
class of land where there are tenants ; the assi gnee ; and how it is remitted 
and even then these rates are not in inundation canals" (w'hieh run 
rigidly applied as rates to be merely during the flood season) when the 
multiplied by the acreage of the w^ater fails or is insufiieient, see 
village, but as tests to see whether F. C's Consol. Git, Fart YII, No, 53 of 
the total sum proposed for the 1882. 
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not exceed the estimated value of half the net-produce 
of the estate. 

{2) The tract under assessment shall be divided into as 
many circles as may he required by broad existing 
differences of fertility, propiietary right, or tenure ; 
and there shall then be framed for each circle as many 
^ revenue-rates ’ as may be necessary to distinguish 
the main classes into which the land is locally divided 
in respect to soil and system of agriculture, irrigation, 
or want of irrigation, so far as such distinctions are 
clearly apparent in marked differences of value of net 
produce, or are clearly recognized in prevailing rent- 
rates. These circle revenue-rates shall be so framed 
as to represent approximately the estimated average 
annual half net produce of each such class of land in 
the circle, 

(3) In estimating the net-produce of cultivated lands of any 

class, whether occupied by landowners themselves or 
by tenants, the rents paid in money or kind on an 
average of years, by ordinary tenants-at-will for such 
lands in the assessment circle to which the estate 
belongs, shall be the principal guide. 

(4) But when by the custom of any tract, certain expenses 

fall on the landowner which can properly be set against 
the rents above referred to (as, for example, the cost 
of wells, or -of clearance of canal channels, losses on 
advances to tenants, &c.), full allowance will be made 
for such expenses ; and in the case of lands the rents 
or net-produce of which have been increased by wells 
or other works of improvement constructed at private 
expense, care should be taken not to tax unfairly the 
capital invested in the improvement, and to altogether 
remit, for the period allowed by the special rules on 
the subject, any part of the assessment whi^h may be 
due to the increase of rent or net-produce caused by 
such improvement. 

(5) In assessing land irrigated by State canals, the Settle- 

ment Officer, unless otherwise directed by the Local 
G-overmnent, will assess such lands as nearly as may 
be at the same rates as land of sunilar quality and 
advantages in the same tract or^district which is 
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not irrigated by canals, leaving the advantage de- 
rived by tbe landowner from canal irrigation to be 
realized by canal ^owners' rates/ 

(6) Wben revenue-rates on classes of land for each circle, 

and estimated gross assessments for the same, have 
been framed by the Settlement Officer on the prin- 
ciples above indicated, they will be reported to the 
Financial Commissioner for preliminary sanction. 
But in the assessment to be finally adopted, full con- 
sideration must be given to the special circumstances 
of each estate. 

(7) For example, in finally assessing each particular estate, 

the assessment officer shall take into consideration, 
in addition to the estimate obtained from the revenue- 
rates, all circumstances directly or indirectly bearing 
upon the profits and rents of the landowners, espe- 
cially such circumstances as the following ; — 

(i) Eents actually existing in the estate. 

(ii) All profits derived from the land, whether cul- 

tivated or uncultivated. 

(iii) The husbandry and average produce of the estate. 

(iv) The habits and character of the landowners and 

tenants. 

(v) Proximity of markets, and facilities of communi- 

cation and for disposal of produce. 

(vi) Incidence and working of previous assessments. 

And, so far as is justified by these circumstances, the assess- 
ing officer is authorized in the assessment of each estate to 
depart from the revenue-rates of the circle. 

§ 12^. Practical Application of Assessment Buies — The 
Preliminary Report, 

In order that the half~asset rates should be correctly made 
out, a foundation is needed: certain preliminary matters 
have here to be established, and certain actual facts and 
existing rates have to be found out, regarding which a 
Preliminary Report to the Financial Commissioner is 
required. The heads of this report will sufficiently explain 
the different matters that have to be considered in making 
out the rates. These heads I will now comment on. 
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§ 13. Assessment Circles. 

(i) First y taking the district by tahsils : each will be 
divided into ‘ assessment circles/ and a classification of soils 
for each circle will be adopted and reported. 

Generally speaking, the assessment cii’cles of the last 
Settlement will be used, though one or more may be con- 
solidated. Eadical reconstruction of circles should be 
avoided, as it will involve the re-writing of statistics which 
have hitherto been kept up for cii'cles of the last Settle- 
ment. Where new ones have to be framed, they should be 
as few as possible, and so arranged as to express broad and 
permanent distinctio^is of agriculture ^ — for instance, allu- 
vial tracts near rivers ; dry uplands dependent on rain ; 
canal tracts, or tracts watered by natural streams, or by 
wells ; and hill tracts. ‘ Besides these more obvious dis- 
tinctions, natural differences of soil sometimes involve, in 
adjacent tracts, distinctions of agriculture of a most marked 
and permanent character, especially where the rainfall is 
not abundant; the rainfall which is sufficient for light 
loams (“ rausli,’’ “ maira ”) being insufficient for crops on 
heavy clay-lands dakar,” '^rohi,'’ ‘^gholar”); or a low-lying 
tract of stiff clay will be found to be devoted largely to rice 
and other crops of a nature which cannot be grown on or- 
dinary loams, and in other cases distinctions may depend on 
the presence or absence of efficient natural drainage.’ 

§ 14. Soil Classification. 

Within the circles there are also different kinds of soil — 
irrigated and unirrigated, good and bad, sandy, clayey, 
&c. — so that without attempting to distinguish each slight 
difference, a certain definite classification may be followed, 
and a rate appropriate to each class devised. The scheme 
adopted is submitted to the Commissioner and approved 
before being entered in the Preliminary Report to the 
Financial Commissioner. A ‘really simple classification, 
based on broad and well-recognized local distinctions’ is 
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the aim. Any classification depending on mere opinion 
gives rise to disputes and is open to objection^. 

§ 15. Prices for Valuation — Produce — Landlords' Share — 
Rates Deduced, 

(2^) Secondly : Prices of agricultural produce are reported, 
and the average or standard prices which it is proposed to 
adopt in valuing grain-rents. The inquiry into prices is 
carried back at least five years, and may be ten or fifteen, 
before the expiring assessment was made ; so that it may 
be seen on what basis the assessment was made, as well as 
what alteration in prices there has been during the cur- 
rency of the Settlement. It is now provided that, as regards 
these latter prices, the fortnightly price-lists published in the 
Gazette^ are to be used. When there is a difference be- 
tween the prices at the principal marts and those realized 
by agriculturists, this should be explained in the report. 
, Famine years (of extraordinaiy prices) are omitted from the 
calculation^. 

(3) Thirdly : The rates of yield for each kind of crop of 
which the landlord commonly takes a share, and the area- 
rates which by custom are taken in cash, for crops not 
easily divisible in kind, are to be found out^. These of 
course may vary in each assessment circle, and in different 
soils within the circle. 

(4) Fourthly : The average custamary share of grain and 
straw which the landowner takes from tenants-at-will for 
each kind of crop in each circle, has to be stated, after 
allowing for fees or dues paid out of the common heap, or 
out of the proprietor’s share. In different classes of land, 
for example, the landlord’s share may be one-third, one- 
fourth, or two-fifths (^panj-do’) according to circumstances. 

(5) Fifthly : The estimated net-vcdue of the proprietors 

^ For an example of classification, fib (on Karnal Settlement), No. 55, 
see Knles, Part I, Chap. VII A: dated 5 th March. 1885, § 13, referred 
(Notes on the Khatauni, clause 14). to in § 12 of the F, C. Cir. quoted. 

^ F, CJs Consol. C%rc. No. 30, § 10, p. * In Bevenue language they are 

172, 4th September, 1886. called ?abti rates (see Glossary). 

® Besolution, Government of Pan j- 



PT. IV. CH. L] LAND-RE VEOTE SETTLEMENT SYSTEM. 585 


share on an average holding of a grain-paying tenant-at- 
will, for as many classes of land as have been adopted with 
a view to their bearing separate revenue-rates, in each circle. 

These last three heads (3, 4, 5) depend on the average 
yield of crops being known, and the prices also, at which 
the yield can ordinarily be sold. Elaborate produce-esti- 
..mates are not to be made out ; reliance is (as already stated, 
§ 10 ante) placed on the actual facts found on selected 
average holdings in each class of soil ; but with a view to 
testing the figures obtained on these selected average hold- 
ings, general statistics of produce and the results of 
experiments carefully carried out, are valuable aids. 

(6) Sixthly : The true cash (competition) rent paid for an 
average holding of each class of land in each circle (where 
such exist). It will now be generally possible to find such, 
and the knowledge of them will be valuable as a test or 
comparative standard by which to judge of the rates arrived 
at by valuing an average grain-share. 

(7) Seventhly (this follows from the sixth) : The standard 
half-assets rates (for different soils) are compared with these 
ascertained cash rent-rates. 

This preliminary report ensures the correctness of certain 
fundamental data which, if incorrect to start with, would 
render of no avail all subsequent care and accuracy in cal- 
culation. The report is based ^entirely on actual facts^ no 
allowance being made ivith regard to results" 

§ 16. Inspection. 

At this point I ought to notice that both for the work 
just alluded to, as that which follows, the detailed Inspec- 
tion of villages with note-book and map in hand, is most 
essential; and regarding this, paragraphs 14 to 18 of the 
Financial Commissioners" Consol. Circ. {Land-Revenue), 
No. 30, may be consulted. This inspection will be espe- 
cially valuable in determining how far the general or circle- 
rates can be approached to in assessing individual villages 
and holdings. 
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§17. Actual Central or Average Redes for use— Assess- 
ment and ^Revenue-rate' Report 

The next stage is to advance from these general pre- 
liminary rates, which indicate certain limits only, to 
actual rates to be really used. ‘ When the Financial Com- 
missioner has approved the Preliminary Report' (being 
satisfied that the circles and soil classes adopted are suffi- 
cient^ that the prices and rates of yield brought out are 
fair, and that the facts as to grain and cash-rents are cor- 
rect), ‘the Settlement Officer will begin the actual work of 
detailed assessment^. He will consider his theoretical 
standard rates with reference to a number of average vil- 
lages in each assessment circle^ where there is no special 
reason for assessing below the standard^and devise 'revenue- 
rates suitable for assessing such average villages in each 
circle. If these rates are (for general reasons) considerably 
below the theoretical rates, he should be prepared to give 
reasons ... in his Assessment Eeport.’ 

It will be observed that there are three steps taken with 
regard to rates : (1) to establish theoretical rates resulting 
from certain observed facts ; these do no more than establish 
certain limits ; {%) these are adapted to average villages by 
the introduction of various local considerations and other 
matters, and so become actual average rates \ (3) those 
rates are raised or lowered for villages that are above or 
below the average, under the circumstances specified in 
No. 7 of the Assessment Rules (ante, page 58a). 

Having added up the village assessments, the total will 
give the gross assessment of the circle (and thence the gross 
assessment of the tahsil). These totals will not necessarily 
equal a gross assessment arrived at by applying the average 
revenue-rates to the circle acreages ; for some villages will 

^ Quoted from § 5 of the Circular of several other matters which ac~ 
alluded to. Even * average’ villages tual assessment rates must have 
in the circle will not always hear respect to ; e, g. that the new rates 
the theoretical or standard rates, should not represent a large or 
because, these rates are based on sudden rise upon the old rates, 
certain facts, and take no account 
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have been assessed above and others below the average 
actual rates. 

The Assessment (or revenue-rate) Eeport is now sub- 
mitted^ to justify these gross assessments, and the general 
village-rates adopted. Where the village-rates, as they 
actually come out, are not more than 20 per cent, above 
or below the general or average-rates, no explanation 
is needed, but if the limit is exceeded, clear and simple 
reasons should be given. The details about preparing the 
AssesBTiient (or revenue-rate) Reports must be gathered 
from the Circular itself. The Reports are now much re- 
duced in length, and in the matter of statistical appendices 
are much simplified. Appendix A to the Circular gives 
a synopsis of the contents of such a report. 

§ 18. Examples from Recent Assessment EeportSi 

As examples of the modern assessment report (under the 
Rules last considered), I may take Mr. E. B. Francis’ Report 
on the M.ogk tahsil (Flro^pur), and Mr. Kensington’s on 
North Ambala. 

The Moga report indicates that the ^preliminary report’ 
had justified the re-assessment being undertaken. There had 
been an enormous increase of cultivation, the Sirhind Canal 
having been constructed through the area, and prices having 
risen, while the former assessment was extremely low. 

It was impossible to adopt the assessment circles of the 
last Settlement, because they had been merely local divisions 
or ^ ilaqas ’ under the former Government, and some of these 
had ceased to belong to the district. 

The Moga tahsil and its history, statistics, tenures, tenan- 
cies, its growth in prosperity and its agricultural conditions, 
are then described with a thoroughness and evidently intimate 
knowledge of the place and people which go far to contradict 
the assertion sometimes made, that a Settlement Officer cannot 
acquire a real acquaintance with soils and with the details of 
agriculture. All this I must pass over, because my object is 
to illustrate the method of assessment under modern rules. 

The conditions evidently warranted a large rise in revenue 
throughout the Moga circle, which was treated as one, owing 
to the impossibility of definite subdivision, although it was 
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known that the villages on the north and east were better than 
those in the south and west. An outlying piece in the south, 
called Mahraj, was treated as a separate circle, being poorer, and 
also the revenue of it is all assigned to a j^i'rdar. 

Mogh is a vast sheet of cultivated land, with little or no 
waste for future expansion ; but the canal may promote the 
development of new crops, possibly of sugar-cane, unknown as 
yet in these parts. The population is mostly Jat, in clans 
occupying definite tracts, as shown by a capital map. 

The farming of these fine Jats, says the Commissioner in his 
review, Ts described as good, plain farming, with deep ploughing, 
clean fields, and well-cared-for cattle ; but they do not attain 
the high standard of the Aram, Saini, and Kamboh classes.’ 
Moga circle is 629 square miles (172 villages of 520,467 acres). 
Mahraj is 184 square miles (37 villages= 117,688 acres). 

According to existing rules, no detailed produce-estimates 
were made out, and though experiments were made during 
three years, too much reliance was not placed on them. 

Land is first considered in its ‘unirrigated’ aspect. The 
rainfall is somewhat small (about 20 to 22 inches). Taking the 
proportions of land cultivated at each harvest (in Moga, 40-5 
per cent, is autumn crop and 59-5 spring), the grain of both 
seasons (without counting straw and fodder) is worth K. 7-7 per 
acre in Moga and 6*3 in Mahraj circle. It was known that the 
proprietors would not accept rates below certain cash sums in 
commutation for their grain-share (one-half in unirrigated 
land). The existing assessment-rate was 8*4 annas per acre in 
Mog§,. As cultivation and prices had been enormously in- 
creased, this was very low indeed. But the Settlement Officer 
had to consider such a rise as would not be too great. He 
also had to consider rates fairly proportionate to those in the 
neighbourhood. 

Taking the gxmn alone, we should have the proprietors’ 
share for the year worth more than E. 3*8, and 50 per cent, of 
that would be about E. x-12 per acre. 

Mr. Francis did not begin quite so high ; he essayed with 
E. 1-3 as. per acre (one rupee per ghumao by local measure, the 
ghumao being here five-sixths of an acre). This rate was for the 
north-east villages, and was gradually reduced to 14-2 and 13*2 
annas per acre in the south ; this would have given 60 per cent, 
increase in the jama\ In the end, on a variety of considerations 
detailed, the rate was reduced to 18 annas per acre (15 annas per 
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ghumdo), and a little lower for the poorer villages ; the average 
was 13-8 annas per acre, and for Mahraj circle 9 annas 2 pies 
per acre. 

On ivgU lands the owner gets one-fourth, not one-half, as his 
share. Wells are confined to a narrow strip along the north of 
the tahsil. A certain additional rate was put on wells a lump- 
sum of E. 8 or E. 9 on an average for each well, giving 8*4 
annas per acre additional on 3600 acres watered by wells. 

The rates in adjacent Native States are compared, and con- 
siderations stated about the possible limits of a rise in the 
present rates. 

The proposed demand is not equal to more than one-twelfth 
of the gross produce, — not more than one-ninth, after deduct- 
ing straw and fodder. These rates need more justification for 
their moderation than for their heaviness ; but the circumstances 
of the place are considered, and the absence of waste for any 
further expansion of cultivation ; and it is pointed out that the 
man who paid E. 5 revenue will now pay E. 8, and that this is 
as considerable a rise as is convenient. 

Cesses are then considered; and Instalments are fixed, two 
for the Mar?/ (1st December to ist February) and two for the 
raM (15th June to 15th July). ^As so little of the Wianf is 
turned into money, I thought the zamindto would prefer to 
make a larger proportion of the revenue payable at the raM 
season.’ Some of the distant villages were otfered the option 
of paying in one instalment at each harvest, to save journeys 
to the tahsil, but they preferred the former. 

Very little is said about the canal. The additional rate for 
increased value (owner’s rate) and charge for water (occupier’s 
rate) are levied under the Canal Act and go to the Irrigation 
Department. 

As a second example from a different district, I take Mr. 
Kensington’s Eeport on the Khab^r tahsil in the Ambala 
district : — 

Here the old Settlement had made ten cncles out of the 
total area of 369 square miles (of which 235 are cultivated). 

On the east part lie the SiwHik hills (low sandstone hills, 

^ The rate was on the entire area bring out the above rate on. the 

of the ‘well/ because the area area which ‘ a well * protects 

actually watered varies. It was or may irrigate, 
necessary to use lump-sums, which 
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outworks of tlie Himalayas) and poor barren country at tbeir 
foot. Tbe hills are bare^ but do not give rise to sandy torrents 
as in the neighbouring district of Hoshyarpur. 

It was difficult to make circles, for the villages constantly 
vary in a way that almost defies grouping. Even in the old 
ten circles, rates varied so much within the circle, that it came 
to be much as if sixteen circles had been taken. On the whole 
it was decided to adopt six circles. One (called Ghar) was 
a natural group of hilly land ; another (Nell) was an irrigated 
tract with distinctive features. The former ^ Seoti ’ or loamy- 
soil circle was divided into two circles : the dakar or clay (in 
the south) made another, and a small circle (Charsa) on the 
extreme west, was also separated for reasons stated. 

Except the hilly circle, the rest is much irrigated by ducts 
from the Ghagar river ; and the Nell tract was a rich but pecu- 
liarly unhealthy portion, the people suffering from goitre and 
other diseases, and living mostly in the town of Manimajra as 
the most healthy site. The population is, however, still over 
700 to the square mile, for the irrigation, says Mr. Melvill in 
the old report, gives the ^ prospect of obtaining immense out- 
turns to their labour.’ 

The rainfall is about 30 inches generally, but the soil is 
naturally moist and gives crops even when the rain fails some- 
what. Two-thirds of the tahsil is owned by good agricultural 
classes, principally Jats. 

I pass over the excellent and concise account of statistics, 
fiscal history, and other details, to come at once to the assess- 
ment-rates. 

The tahsil was too isolated to make a comparison of its 
rates with those of the neighbourhood, of much use. Produce- 
estimates are discussed, the result of statistics of crops and of 
a number of experimental reapings, being given. 

Grain-rents are examined, and also true cash-rents which 
are found to be in use on only 4 per cent, of the cultivation. 
Prices for the conversion of grain, to give cash-rates, are then 
considered. 

It is then shown what increase (on the present revenue) the 
revenue at half-assets on produce-estimates would show; it 
would be an average of 33 per cent, increase. The old assess- 
ment is however shown to be a full one, except in the Charsa 
circle. There is not, therefore, much ground for a general 
increase in the revenue, except on the ground of new cultiva- 
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tion to be assessed ; and of the increase of prices which has been 
considerable. ^As the result of much elaborate calculation' 
a general increase on the tahsil-revenue of E. 32,438 is pro- 
posed. This increase is obtained by the following average 
rates for each circle : — 


ClUGLE. 

Soil Classes. 


Chdhi. 


Abj. 


Uniirigated. 

Garden. 



a. 

P. 

B. 

a. 

P. 

B. 

a. 

P. 

E. 

a. p. 

Seoti I . 

4 

8 

0 




2 

0 

0 

2 

0 0 

Seoti 11. 

4 

8 

0 

2 

5 

4 

I 

10 

0 

2 

0 0 

Dakar . 

4 

0 

0 




I 

4 

0 

2 

0 0 

Ckarsa 

3 

8 

0 




I 

8 

0 

2 

0 0 

Ghar . 

5 

0 

0 




I 

I 

0 

2 

0 0 

Nell . 




2 

5 

4 

I 

2 

0 

2 

0 0 


These rates are an average increase of 14-6 per cent, on the 
old rates, the actual increase being highest in the Charsa cii’cle 
and in the Ghar circle, and lowest in the Dakar and Nell 
circles. Applying these rates to the different areas in each 
circle, the total assessment of E. 2,54,388 (which is an increase of 
32,438 on the present 2,21,950) comes out. It is not stated 
how these rates are obtained, because it is not an arithmetical 
process merely ; old rates existed, produce-rates were available 
for comparison, cash-rents were actually paid in some instances, 
and there were general considerations of possible rise under 
existing conditions, and so forth ; and by continual comparison, 
fair average rates shaped themselves in the mind of the Settle- 
ment Officer — rates which can be justified by comparison. 

A brief resume of the main characteristics of each circle is 
then given — its prosperity or deficiency, its general quality, its 
increase in population and cultivation since the last Settlement. 
These facts, stated in close proximity with the new average or 
central rates and the percentage of increase shown by them, 
afford a general indication of the probability of the increase 
being in accordance with the conditions. The cesses are 
then briefly mentioned — the local rate, the cess to pay patwMs, 
and that to pay headmen. 

The Eeport closes with twelve tables of statistical facts. 
I, Area and irrigation ; II. and III. Yield of crops (the main 
staples) ; IV. Comparison of the existing and proposed Eevenue 
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tinder fts different heads ; V. Pacts regarding sales, &c. ; YI. 
Detail of tenures ; YII, Detail of tenants and cultivating occu- 
pancy ; YIII. Detail of rents paid by tenants -at-will ; IX. 
Eeturn of cattle, ploughs, and population ; X. A table (speci- 
ally worth examining), showing area (as in II. and III.) under 
crops and the produce value of each ; XL Comparison of esti- 
mated yield of crops as compared with experiments; XII. 
Detail of experiments. 

§ 19. Progressive {"Rasadi') Assessr^ients. 

In some cases, it is found desirable not to take a full 
increased revenue all at once, but to allow the revenue to 
rise by stages from its old amount to the new one The 
Financial Commissioner remarks on this subject : — 

‘ The system is most legitimate in the case of estates owned 
by proprietors, who are, in respect to income and a scale of 
expenditure, much above the ordinary run ; if such estates are 
found to be very lightly assessed, both with reference to pre- 
sent profits and capabilities of improvement, then, in making 
a Settlement for a long term, I think progressive jamas often 
decidedly expedient. These men can, and often do, prepare for 
the coming increase by reducing expenditure or by extending 
cultivation ; and in such cases I would sometimes postpone part 
of the increase for as long as seven or even ten years. 

‘ Where, however, the proprietors are poor, their individual 
holding small, and culturable waste not large, — in other words, 
where the large increase is justified by rates rather than by the 
proprietor’s circumstances, — I think progressive jamas should 
be very rarely adopted, and, where adopted, I think the term of 
postponement should be short — not in all more than five years ; 
and to avoid progressive jamas, I should, in such cases, be pre- 
pared to sacrifice in such individual villages a considerable 
proportion of the enhancement fairly demandable, and to tole- 
rate in them, as compared to other villages, a very considerable 
inequality of assessment. The fact is that in villages of this 
class there is not much reason to hope that the proprietors will 

^ See F. C. Cmsoh Cir, (Land-Re- cia'cumstances, or wb.Gn a ‘protec- 
venue) No. 30, §§ 21 and 24, requir- tion lease ’ having been granted for 
ing a special report respecting an ‘ improvement/ the revenue will 
assessments that are progressive, only rise to the full rate after the 
either with reference to general expiry of the privileged period. 
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be any better able to pay the full increase some years hence 
after paying an in itself large increase meanwhile^ than they are 
at present. They are just as likely to be less able to pay it. 
In the case of petty proprietors in poor circumstances, all 
depends upon the character of the harvest and prices current. 
If they start with a good year, they may be able to pay at once 
a larger enhanced assessment more easily than they paid the 
old hght one in the year before. In very bad seasons suspen- 
sions of the demand will, I think, be always necessary in 
villages of this kind, which are not very lightly assessed ; and 
where several bad seasons occur successively or nearly so, 
remissions will be necessary. I think we must take for granted 
in assessing that the future revenue management of these vil- 
lages will be of this nature.’ 

§ Allowance for ‘ Improvements ’ made hy Private 
Expenditure^ 

The policy of Government always is to encourage people 
to spend money on the land, by assuring to them the fruits 
of their expenditure. On the subject of exempting improve- 
ments from taxation, however, a good deal of misunder- 
standing is prevalent ; and phrases are often used which 
are apt to mislead. In taking a share of the produce of all 
land. Government must necessarily take a share in the 
fruits of private improvements. Take, for instance, the 
case of a field on which no definite work of ‘ improve- 
ment’ appears, and yet the whole treatment of the land 
has been one long ' improvement ’ — by the expenditure of 
patient labour and money little by little, in bringing the 
original waste up to its present state of highly productive 
tillage — and compare it with the case where a rich man 
spends 800 rupees at one time, in sinking a well : the one 
would probably pay full rates, the other be exempted on the 
ground of ' not taxing the outlay of capital yet one man 
is just as much entitled to favour as the other. It is possible, 
however, to afford a definite encouragement to such expendi- 
ture as can be taken immediate count of ; and this is done by 
issuing a certificate, promising that for a term of years no 
increase in the assessment shall be made on the ground of 

VOL. II. Q q 
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the increased yield due to the improvement, no matter 
whether a revision falls due during the currency of the 
certificate, or not. This is the principle which is referred 
to in § 4 of the Assessment Eules, given at p. 581 ante. 
The details will be found in the Consolidated CiTCulars 
(Land-Ee venue), No. 30 (d), § 40. Leases, or ^ protective 
pattas/ are issued on account of wells (not being ^ kachcha ’ 
wells, i. e. without masonry lining), reservoirs, or canal 
cuts, showing the period (which may be twenty, ten, or, 
in some cases, five, years) during which the land bene- 
fited is exempted from anything beyond the ordinary 
‘ unirrigated ’ assessment-rate b 

§ Assessment of particular Lands, 

I do not propose to go into detail about the assessment of 
cultivated lands within the limits of Cantonments or Civil 
Stations^; the Government orders are to be found in 
the No. 30 (Land-Revenue) of the Financial Commis- 
sioner’s Consol, Circulars^ to which I have been alluding. 


§ 2^^. Remission of Land-Revenue in connection 
with Arboriculture, 

Plantations of * timber-trees,’ as well as gardens and 
orchards of fruit-trees, may be exempted or excluded 
from the assessable area, up to 10 per cent, of the total area, 
so long as they are kept up and the land is not used for 
other cultivation. The details of this are clearly explained 
in the volume of GonsoL Circulars (Land-Revenue), No. 
3 ^* 


^ Similar protective leases are 
granted where improvements are 
made under the Agncnlttiral Loans 
Act (XIX of 1883). On this subject 
Rules under see ii of the Act are 
framed. The protected improve- 
ments in this case include, not 
only irrigation works, but also the 
reclamation of land from waste. 


The rules have not yet been 
finally sanctioned at the date I 
am writing. 

^ The redemption of the land-re- 
venue is permitted in the case of 
house sites, &c. The details may be 
found in F, C, Consol. Gir. No 30 (F. ) 
§ 50. 
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§ 23. FluctuatiTig-Assessments. 

The Act contemplates this method of assessment, which Act xvii. 
has, for some years past, been, at first tentatively, and then see^ 56^(3). 
more generally, adopted in precarious tracts, where either 
the harvest is absolutely dependent on river moisture or on 
rainfall, or on the flow of an inundation canal, any one of 
which is liable to wholly or partially fail and that not 
once and again in a long course of years, but frequently ; the 
action, in fact, being quite uncertain from year to year. 
Fluctuating-assessments are also specially useful where 
changes by alluvion and diluvion are so frequent and 
marked as to render the ordinary rules regarding di- 
alluvial assessments insufficient. 

The law requires that where the assessment is 4 n the 
form of rates chargeable according to the results of each 
year or harvest,’ the Revenue Officer is, not later than one 
month before the first instalment of the land-revenue falls 
due, to make and publish a record of the amount payable Part ii, 
on each holding. This record is prepared as directed in the 
Rules. 

Fluctuating-assessments are commonly allowed in the 
Deraj £t districts, in Multan, Muzaffargarh, Jhang, and Mont- 
gomery, and in the Fazilka and Sirsa tahsfls (Firozpur and 
Hisd^r districts) ; there are other tracts also. 

In the Upper Panjab (speaking generally) the river action 
is less violent, and there is also rain enough to enable culti- 
vation to be carried on even if the river alters somewhat, 


^ There are some districts so 
variable that no revenuO-rates such 
as could be paid steadily, in good 
years and bad alike, can be de- 
vised. In ordinary assessments, 
the theory is that the rates are 
average rates, so that even if 
they are hard for a bad year, the 
next good season will amply make 
up the loss : but even then, remis- 
sions or suspensions of the demand 
may be required. But in very pre- 
carious tracts no rate could be 


fixed ; even a very low rate would 
be impossible in years of total 
failure, but would again be seriously 
inadequate in a cycle of good years, 
when the harvest might be abun- 
dant and as valuable as in a rich 
district. See volume of SeUcied 
C(yrres^onden(^ on Fluctuahng-Assess- 
Tnents, Panjab Government Press, 
1880, and Note on Muotuating-Assess- 
ments (Selections from Records of 
the Financial Commissioner, No. 25, 
1884). 


Q q ^ 
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SO that an ordinary system of dealing -with the alliiYial 
portion of villages suffices 

But in the southern river-tracts, the rivers are apt to 
be so sudden and capricious in their action, that not only 
is the change by erosion and deposit excessive, but largo 
tracts lose their moisture and become actually uncultur- 
able, the rainfall being wholly insufficient : or, on the other 
hand, large tracts become culturable and remain so for a 
time Here no ordinary di-alluvial system suffices. 

There are also special tracts where water comes down 
from hill-torrents^ or where there are jhils (or swamps), and 
the cultivation is altogether uncertain — at one time being 
very good, owing to fertilizing deposit, at another time 
failing altogether. For such places there have been a variety 
of ^ fluctuating systems,’ and of late years the tendency has 
been to extend their application. 

In the Deea Ismail Khan district the systems are thus ■ 
described ^ : — 

^In the Bera Ismail Khan district there are two distinct 
systems of fluctuating-assessment, one of which applies to the 
daman or plain which slopes down from the Sulaiman range to 
the Indus, where cultivation is carried on in embanked fields 
by means of irrigation from the hill streams which issue from 
that range; and the second applies to the ^^kachchf” or allu- 
vial lands of the Indus. 

‘‘(I.) In the daman the cultivated area is especially liable to 
vary from year to year. The culturable area is very extensive, 
but the area actually cultivated in any year depends first upon 
the rainfall in thte hills beyond our border, which feeds the hill 
streams that flow out upon the daman, and secondly upon the 
successful erection and maintenance of the dams across these 

^ This system being worked from to others who have gained — suppos- 
year to year and not only at Settle- ing the whole estate not to suffer, 
ment time, is described under the But in the south, the villages are 
head of Eevenue Business in Chap. made up of independent holdings, 
lY. Bee. II, and see C. Consol Cvr, and waste is not available to com- 
No. 33. pensate losses : redistribution of 

“ Moreover, in the Tipper Panjab, the revenue is then a very difficult 
when a proprietor suffers by river matter. 

action, redistribution of the revenue- ^ Notes on fluctuating- Assess- 

burden is possible, so as to shift a ment in Financial Commissioner's ‘ Se^ 
payment from a man who has lost, lections' No. 25 (1884), p. 571. 
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hill streams. The rainfall may be deficient and the supply of 
water scanty, or the torrents may come down in such force as 
to sweep away the dams, and thus make it impossible to lead 
the water where it is required ; and owing to the right of the 
upper villages to irrigate their lands before allowing the floods 
to pass on to the lower villages, the former may, in years of 
somewhat scanty rainfall, be well watered and prosperous, 
while the latter are dry and waste. In consequence of this 
liability of the tract to great fluctuations of the yield, and in 
order to facilitate the introduction of cash payments by the 
individual landholders and the abolition of the hitherto 
existing mushakhsadar or lambardar-lessee system, it was 
arranged at last Settlement that some system of assessment 
less rigid than that of a fixed demand, should be adopted ; and 
therefore, after framing estimates for fixed village assessments, 
only one-foiirtli of these was in each case announced as the fixed 
assessment, and in lieu of the other three-fourths it was ar- 
ranged that crop-rates fixed for each circle would he charged on the 
cultivated area each harvest. The objects aimed at in keeping 
one-fourth of the revenue fixed were {a) to stimulate culti- 
vation, and (b) to relieve the cultivator from an excessive 
demand in years of superabundant harvests and low prices. 

^ Crops on ^^reh” lands — i. e. lands without embankments, 
merely swept over by floods — are charged one-half usual rates 
for cotton and wheat, and one-third rates for other crops. 
^^Lalmi^’ crops — i. e. crops from self-sovm seed — are charged, 
at the district officer's discretion, one-quarter rates. Further 
instructions as to the working of the system will be found on 
pages 232 and 233 of Mr. Tucker’s Settlement Meporf, 

^ (II. ) The main features of the system of fluctuating-assess- 
ment on the kachchi or Indus riverain lands of the Dera 
Ismail Khan district are as follows : — 

^The whole cultivated area of each village, including land 
watered by wells, is annually assessed at a uniform rate per 
acre (fixed at Settlement for that village), new cultivation 
being charged half rate for two years ; in addition to this, wells 
are assessed with a light fixed jama* (abiana) announced by 
the Settlement Officer for the village, and then distributed by 
the people over the wells and j-halarsh If a masonry well 

^ Jhalar is a small wheel appara- the water is at such a level as to re- 
tus like a well-wheel, worked on quire lifting, 
the edge of a canal cut, &c., where 
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falls in owing to floods, or is carried away by the Indus, the 
abiana assessed on it is to be remitted ; but no remission can 
be claimed merely because the well has ceased to be worked ; 
while, on the other hand, new wells will not be assessed ; the 
assessment on a jhalar, on the contrary, will be remitted if the 
jhalar is thrown entirely out of use, and new jhalars will be 
assessed at the village rate. In Bhakkar and Leia tahsils all 
lands not assessed as cultivated, except waste, sand, and river 
bed, are to be annually assessed in their grazing aspect at 
R. 3-8-0 per 100 acres ; no such assessment has been imposed 
in the Dera and KuMchi tahsils — a difference due to the past 
history of the tirm or cattle-grazing assessment. For a fuller 
description of the system, reference may be made to pages 
248-252 of Mr, SeUlement Bej^orV 

A somewhat different system for the Isakhel and Mianwali 
tahsils of Bannu district is given in the Selections, The land 
that had borne an autumn harvest, and that sown for the suc- 
ceeding spring, is alone liable to pay the rate : there is, more- 
over, an allowance for new land ; special rates are charged for 
land used for grazing or growing reeds. Wells in this tract 
are not separately rated. 

In the Multan district, 

•the sailab lands on all three rivers, Ravi, Chinab, and Sutlej, 
were subjected to the system of fluctuating-assessments, — see 
pages 150 to 153 of the Settlement Beport, The principles of 
the system in this district are these : — 

^ 1 . — All ‘‘wells’' (with the land attached to them) are 
assessed as before with a fixed jama\ . . . [The 
total of these lump-sums on “wells” forms the 
village assessment. No rate is put upon other land, 
except when it is “ sailab,” or watered by a jhalar, 
then it becomes liable.] 

‘II. — For all cultivation an acreage rate was fixed at Settle- 
ment for each village, and is levied by annual mea- 
surement. “ Nau-tor ” or land newly brought under 
cultivation is assessed at half rates for two years and 
afterwards at full rates. 

‘III. — No rate beyond anything that may have been taken 
in the original fibsed jama% is charged for uncultivated 
land of any description ; but it is proposed that the 
Government, in sanctioning the assessments, should 
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reserve to itself a riglit to cancel the Settlement on 
the fluctuating system, and substitute a fail* fixed 
assessment for the rest of the term of Settlement in 
the case of any village the proprietors of which pur- 
posely neglect cultivation.’ 

In Muzaeeaeqabh the ‘ bet ’ lands in the different tahsils 
are under fluctuating-assessment, on slightly different prin- 
ciples in each. 

‘ On the Chinab villages (except at the south end) the system 
is nearly the same as that of Multto : except that a small 
assessment has been put on the village area in its waste aspect, 
and newly cultivated lands get one year’s exemption instead of 
two. But at the south end of the Chinab, on the Sutlej, and 
Indus, ‘^wells’’ and ^^jhalars” (on the rivers or creeks) have 
each a lump-sum assessment which is ordinarily fixed, but is 
remissible when the well or jhalar is destroyed or rendered 
useless by flood or diluvion. All sailab cultivation is annually 
assessed at one village-rate, only on the acreage cropped. 

^ In Jhano some of the villages are on the system of the 
Kachchf of Dera Ismail Kh 4 n ; others on the Multan system. 
In other villages, again, the wells are all assessed, and rates 
(with some allowance for the first year) are fixed for new wells 
made or disused ones restored ; but it is understood that the 
assessment will be dropped when a well ceases to work 
altogether. Notice is not taken of variations in area (the rates 
allow for that) as long as the well works at all. 

^In Moxtoomeey, the system as sanctioned in 1887, con- 
templates that cultivation pays at an uniform rate of E. i per 
acre, except that new cultivation is allowed to pay at one-half 
rates for the first two years. The area is measured at each 
harvest ; no charge is made for land not sown, or on which the 
crop has wholly failed. Where the failure is partial, the area 
is measured and charged, but a reduction as may be needed, is 
made in the total demanded. When a new well is made, the 
area is allowed half-rates for five years, and a restored well for 
two years. 

^ In EAenal (one of the dry Delhi districts where cycles of 
dry years often recur) the arrangement has reference to the 
areas watered by wells. The area is assessed at a dry rate of 

^ See review by Exnancial Commissioner of the Assessment Report of the 
Indri Pargana. 
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E. I per acre ; and to tMs is added a lump-sum for eacli well 
(irrigation source), if there is one. This is not calculated at so 
much per acre, because no well permanently waters a given 
number of acres; but an average acreage watered is calculated, 
and a lump-sum per well added on this basis. It was calcu- 
lated that about thirteen acres was a fair average for a well. 
The dry rate being E. i, the wet rate, if charged per acre, would 
be about E. 2,6 ; so that the lump-sum is made up by multiply- 
ing the difference over the average acreage — thus thirteen 
acres xE. 1.3 gives R. 14.7 as the lump assessment well. 

^ In SiEsi. the system contemplates a low rate on all cultur- 
able land for its value as jungle ; and when it bears crops it is 
measured and additional rates taken, as fixed for the different 
crops. Differences of amount of crop are not taken into 
account, but if a crop is very poor only half the rates are levied. 
Certain allowances are also made for new wells constructed 
under a ^‘protective lease ” (or certificate of improvement), and 
for newly-broken-up land, 

‘ In GurbIspxjr there are villages lying along the great 
Kahnuwan “jhil” or swamp, and in certain years the water 
rises and submerges the lands ; these are therefore fluctuating. 
The system here simply is that certain rates being fixed for 
crops of different kinds, only the land which has borne these 
crops, is charged on annual measurement. 

‘A similar system prevails in Guegao^t and Delhi (round 
the swamps or jhi'ls called Kotila and Najafgarh).’ 

There is some little complication in the revenue accounts 
as to the amount to be shown in the ‘Revenue Eoir 
as ‘ fluctuating.’ This is a detail which I cannot go into. 
It will be observed that there is nothing resembling the 
Ajmer fluctuating system (see page 3^1). 

The diflferent systems in the Panjab have been often 
modified from time to time. In principle they all con- 
sist — 

(A) of a lump-sum of ‘ abiana ’ levied on each well or 

jhalar, as long as it works ; 

(B) a rate on actual cultivation ; 

(C) with or without a small fixed assessment on the land 

in its waste aspect, for its value as grazing-ground. 
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§ !Z4- Final Steps in Assessment 

On receipt of orders on the Revenne Rate or Assessment 
Report, the Settlement Officer prepares a general statement 
for each tahsil^ showing details of the area of each estate, 
its present assessment, and the new assessments This he 
announces, and then submits the statement for formal sanc- 
tion, with such brief explanations in the column of ‘ Re- 
marks ’ as may be needed — i. e. where the village total 
differs by more than per cent from that which calcula- 
tion at the sanctioned central or average rates would give. 

^ 2 ,^, Internal Distribution of Assessment, 

The revenue-theory of the system is, as the student 
is aware, that each ‘ mahal ’ or estate is assessed with 
a lump-sum of revenue, for which the owners of the 
estate are jointly and severally liable; but it is no less 
a matter of importance, in view of that care for indi- 
vidual rights of all classes which also marks the system, 
that the total assessment should be distributed properly 
over the holdings ; each landowner, of whatever class, being 
made to bear his just share according to the tenure — i. e. 
according to ancestral shares, or well-shares, or according 
to area in possession — whatever the customary principle of 
the village co-sharing is. The operation of distribution Act xvii 
is here, as elsewhere, called ‘ bachh,’ and is provided for by 
law. It is done by the people themselves, under the guid- 
ance of the Settlement Officer : statements are drawn out 
showing every one’s burden, and how tenants also pay. 

The shares thus arranged will afterwards be entered in the 
jamahancU and other records. I may take occasion to 
mention that circumstances (especially loss of land by 
diluvion) may make it desirable to re-distribute the revenue- 
burden during the currency of the Settlement. The Act 

^ Before doing so he has also to work) ; the list of improvements 
check the village lists of revenue- which are exempt from causing en- 
free grants and of the ‘ protective hancement, but for which leases or 
leases* (i. e. certificates protecting certificates have not yet been issued ; 
makers of improvements against any also the lists of gar dens, &e. , for which 
enhancement on account of their remission of revenue is allowed. 



602 


LAND SYSTEMS OE BEITISH INDIA. [BOOK in. 


See. 56 (a), allows this to be done, ‘ by order of the Collector,’ for any 
Part II, ‘ sufficient reason ’ ; the Eules also give details on the 

ohs.iv,v.s^T^jecth 

§ ^ 5 . Instalments of Bevemoe. 

At tlie time of making the revenue-distribution, it may 
be also necessary to prescribe the instalments by which the 
revenue is paid and the dates of paying — so much after the 
spring (rabi’ or hari) harvest is gathered, and so much 
after the autumn (kharff or sdwani). 

As Section of the Financial Commissioner s Circular 
(Land-Revenue), JSTo. 30, is quite explicit on this subject, 
it is sufficient to refer to it. 

The Rules also deal with the method of preparing and 
publishing the record of distribution, and should be con- 
sulted. 

§ Revenue Assignments, — Assessment of lapsed 
Assignments, 

Owing to the historical circumstances of the Panjab, a 
very large number of old chiefs^ families, and religious 
persons and bodies, have received remissions of land-revenue 
on their own lands, or assignments of the revenue of land 
not generally belonging to them, or grants of land revenue- 
free. At annexation, the principle was laid down that all 
such grants ceased, as far as the old authority for them 
went ; and instructions were issued for the examination of 
all cases, and the issue of new grants or deeds emanating 
from the British Government ; and, in future, it was ordered, 
the existence of such a grant would be the only authority 
for the continuance of the favour. 

The whole subject, including the rules under which the 
old grants were examined and confirmed, wholly or par- 
tially, has been exhaustively treated in the Consolidated 
Circulars (Land-Revenue, No. 37). 

A considerable portion of the rules is occupied by instruc- 

^ And see F, C. Consol Cir, Ko. 30, §§ 28, 29. For re-distribution, see 
the same Oir. § 34. 


Part II, 
ch. V. 
55 - 7 - 
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tions as to the rule of succession to grants, on the death of 

the existing holder, including the question of permitting 

adoption. The head or section B (p. 342) deals with the 

question of submitting proposals for continuing, in whole 

or part, such grants as were originally only for life or 

lives. Lands subiect to assimment are assessed like any See Act 

® XYTI of 

others and the grantees may be called on to pay the cost ^33^^ 

(or rather a part of the cost) of assessment. sec.148 (i). 

It will be observed that the terms mu afi and mu’S,fidar 
are used generally, including (i. e.) both j%£rs and mu’afis. 

When influential landholders are allowed small portions 
of their land revenue-free, as a reward for general service, 
the grant is spoken of as ^ ’inam ' (see Financial Commis- 
sioner s Consol, Circular, No. 39). 

At Settlement, the revision of the list of assignments is an 
important duty (Circ, No. 39, § 32). Grants which have ex- 
pired or lapsed may be at once resumed ; but if the Settle- 
ment Officer thinks some continuance desirable, he may 
report the case for sanction. 

When a grant has been resumed, there arises the impor- 
tant question with whom the Settlement is to be made. I 
do not propose to repeat here what is plainly and succinctly 
stated in the Circular above quoted (§38 et seq.). In prin- 
ciple, if the heirs of the ex-grantee claim the Settlement, 
they have to show that their connection with the land was 
of a proprietary character (Circular, § 54)- If so, they may 
have a Settlement ; or it may be that the ex-mu’afidar, 
without being proprietor, has yet obtained a kind of con- 
nection which may entitle him to remain as an occupancy- 
tenant, or to have a sub-Settlement which protects him 
for the term of Settlement in paying a limited sum. The 
Act merely provides that the Settlement is to be ‘ with the 
proprietor,’ leaving it to be determined, as a question of Sec. 61. 
fact, who is the proprietor. 

^ For obvious statistical reasons, being allowed to take it for bis ovpa 
as well as in case of lapse, so as to benefit, may have to pay certain 
avoid a special re-assessment. More- rates which are calculated with 
over, the assignee, though not reference to the Land-Kevenue 
called on to pay the assessment or assessment. 
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§ 2,8. Cesses and Local Rates. 

Act XYII Besides the land-revenue, certain cesses are levied 

sec! T9, ' by Government. One called the ‘ Village Officer’s Cess ’ 

anddefini- ig levied under the Land-Revenue Act, to pay for the 
tiv© cldjiis© X »/ 

(9). salaries of patwdris, and for the headmen’s ' pachotra,’ or 

5 per cent, allowance on the amount of the revenue. There 

Act XX is also the ‘ local rate ’ for schools and roads and postal 

gecTs^. expenses, levied under a special Act. These rates are 

indicated in the assessment papers separately from the 

revenue, so that it can at once be seen for any holding, that 

the revenue is so much and the cesses (siwai or hubiib) so 

much. In collecting the revenue the lambardars have to 

pay into the treasury all the revenue and cesses, except their 

own allowance, which they retain and distribute. Patwd,ris 

are paid from the tahsil. 

Detailed instructions about ^ cesses,’ as described in this 
and the following paragraph, must be looked for in the 
Financial Commissioner’s Consol. Circular (Land-Revenue), 
No. 36. 


§ 129. Proprietary -Dues or Village-Cesses. 

Act XVII certain village-cesses, leviable in some 

of 1887, places, by the proprietors on non-proprietors, traders, and 
definitive artizans. These have nothing to do with the Govern- 

clause(io). x i i - 

ment lana-reyenue, or rates and cesses, and must not 
be confused witb the above. They are levied by custom, 
and therefore are mentioned in the Act and Kules. The 
right to levy them (under various names in different 
districts) is often the subject of dispute in court, one or 
other class claiming exemption or denying the cus- 
tom altogether. Probably the ‘ wajib-ul-’arz ’ will deal 
with the subject, or there will be a judicial decision of 
some former date. Such cesses are the ‘ Thana-patti,’ 

‘ Atrdfi,’ ‘ Haq-buh^ ’ (a charge on houses, or rather house- 

^ As^ to the lambardar’s duty in chapter and the section dealing 
collecting and how he recovers from with the headman’s duty, 
individual co- sharers, see the IVth 
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sites), or ' Dharat ’ or ^ Ktiri-kamiai ' (certain demands for Part II, 
manure, or an equivalent cash-payment). A list of these eu 1?92 
cesses is to he made out and filed with the record. The 
village ^ malba,’ or expenses falling on '-the community at 
large, are also levied and (on approval at the annual 
account) reimbursed to the lamharddr, who incurred and 
paid them in the first instance 

§ 30. The Peraom Settled with. 

The Act declares that the entire estate, and the land- Act xvii 
owners jointly and severally, are liable for the revenue ; sec, 61/ 
but this liability may be specially limited by order of 
Government. When there are both inferior and superior 
landowners in the same estate, it rests with the Financial 
Commissioner to determine by rule or by special order. Part ii, 
whether one or the other (or each in certain proportion) is 
to be liable. As a rule, in the absence of any special order, 
the inferior or actual landowner is settled with. This is 
in general the policy; we have, in fact, in the Panj 5 ,b, 
comparatively few ‘ taluqddri ’ or ‘ ala malik ’ Settlements ; 
these superior rights are often provided for by a cash 
allowance; the management and direct interest in the 
land being in the hands of the (actual) proprietary body. 

It will be observed that the Act says nothing about any 
formal document being executed by the proprietors (the 
‘ qabuliyat ’ or the ‘ darkhw^st-malguzdri ’ of the older law, 
or of other provinces) signed by the landlord, or by the 
lambardar on behalf of the co-sharers. Such a form is now 
thought unnecessary. 

§ 31. Refusal to engage. 

If the proprietors (or a certain proportion of them sped- Act xvil 
fied in the Act) decline to accept the assessment, they gee! 55!’ 
must, within ninety days of its announcement, signify 
their refusal; and supposing that they have not gained 
any modification of terms by their petition under section 

^ As to the ^ malha,' the amount Appendix I), to the Circular^ No. 36, 
to which it is allowed to run, see already alluded to. 
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52, and any appeal that may be open to them, their refusal 
will be followed by the Collector taking charge of the 
estate for a term, and making arrangements with other 
people, as if the Settlement had been annulled. In that 
case the landowners are, as usual, granted an allowance 
(to be fixed by the Financial Commissioner) of not less 
than 5 or more than 10 per cent, of the net income realized 
by Government. It is needless, perhaps, to remark that 
such a thing as a refusal of a modern Settlement is 
practically unheard of. 

§ 32. Concluding Observations — Lightness of Assessment 

In concluding this subject of assessment, I ought to 
remark that, while the policy has always been to keep the 
assessments fairly light, it is necessary that they should be 
adequate, not only on general grounds, but for a special 
reason. The result of the historical tribal changes on the 
frontier, and of the Mussulman and Sikh rule in the 
central and cis-Sutlej districts, has been to leave a number 
of chiefs, whose rights have been protected or compensated 
for by the grant of assignments of land-revenue called 
‘j%irs.’ No direct military or other service is now 
required but indirect service is not only required 
but cheerfully rendered. Moreover, many ‘jagirdars’ 
hold the assignment of the revenue in reward for valu- 
able political services rendered in the past, or as 
members of honourable families who had rendered such 
service, and whom it is now desired to support, especially 
with reference to the good influence such persons can 
exercise in their districts. The assessment must neces- 
sarily be such as will provide fairly for these grantees. 
In the Administration Report for 1875-76, it is re- 
marked : — 

^ It is of course impracticable, even if it were just, to assess 
grants at a higher rate than lands which pay revenue to 

^ In the cis-Sutlej j%irs, where a now been allowed to commute the 
defined service was part of the liability by paying a small tax. 
terms of the right, the holders have 
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Government ; for the first result of so questionable a measure 
would be discord between the cultivators and the assignee of 
the revenue.’ 

Consequently, assessments cannot be permitted to be 
inadequate anywhere: the rates must be as uniform as 
possible. Speaking of the ‘jagirdars,’ the Report 
says : — 

^ Their power is great for good and evil, according as they 
are contented or the reverse. Many of them do good service 
to the State as honorary magistrates or as chiefs of the border 
clans ; but their income being wholly or mainly derived from 
the share of the land-revenue assigned to them, must rise or 
fall with the Government demand : if that is unduly light, 
they, not the State, are the sufferers, and, in His Honour’s 
opinion, more political danger is to be apprehended from a 
native aristocracy impoverished by inadequate assessments, 
than from a thriving peasantry called upon to pay a moderate 
and equitable demand. 

In i87!:j- 73, it appeared that out of a land-revenue of 
E. 1,88,65,063, a portion, amounting to about one-sixth, was 
assigned to 1^9,935 individuals or institutions ; and of the 
amount so assigned, more than one-half was assigned in 
perpetuity. 


§ 33- Settlement Statistics, 

The actual current assessment of 1886 was R. 1,92,60, 1^94 
for the province. The cost of Settlements, stated in terms 
of a percentage on one year s revenue, was, in the Settle- 
ments made between 1862 and 1875, about 36^ per cent. 
In the more elaborate Settlements between 1872 and 1880 
it was 60 per cent. ; but again, with improved records and 
machinery, between 1881 and 1885 the cost was reduced 
to a little over 49 per cent. ; while the result of the 
operations gave a return of 33*4 per cent, on the outlay, so 
that the cost will be recovered in a very few years by 
the increased assessment. 



6o8 


LAND SYSTEMS OF BEITISH INDIA. [book hi. 


The general average rates of land-revenue are 

R a 


Per acre of the entire cnltnrable area . 
Per acre of the cultivated area 
Per head of adult male cultivator 
Per head of total population 


073 

o 15 5 

5 TO 4 

104 


The following list may also be useful, showing the 
incidence of land-revenue on cultivated land per acre : — 


Heaviest assessed. 

Liglitest assessed. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

B. a. p. 

R. a. p. 

R. a, p. 

R. a. p. 

R. a. p. 

R a. p. 

I 15 9 

I 15 3 

I 9 II 

00 

0 

0 5 10 

053 


^ Return furnished by the Director of Agriculture and Land Records. 




CHAPTEE II. 

THE LAND-TENURES. 

Section L— Genekal Consibeeations. 

§ I. Prevalence of JoinUvillage Tenures. 

In tlie Panjab, no less than the North-Western Provinces^ 
we may consider the tenures (i) either from the point of 
view of the relation to Government, as revenue-paying or 
revenue-free; or (ci) with reference to the number of 
interests intervening between the actual cultivator and 
the Government ; or we may regard the tenures (3) from 
the point of view of their intrinsic peculiarities. 

The (i) and (2) points of view are taken in the section 
on Service and Eevenue-free tenures, and in that which 
describes cases of a superior and an inferior interest, both 
of the proprietary order. But what attracts attention most 
throughout the Panjab, is the prevalence of village com- 
munities, and the fact that they are mostly strong, well 
preserved, and the greater part of them of the type which 
I have distinguished as the * joint or landlord ’ type, and 
which more appropriately than any other can be called 
‘ communities.’ By these phrases it is desired to indicate 
that the village owners, whatever their origin, have a strong 
sense that they, as a body (whether actually enjoying the 
lands in severalty, or still remaining wholly or partly un- 
divided), have the landlord’s right over the whole area of 
the village, arable and waste alike. 

VOL. II. R r 
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And this Province presents to some extent a contrast 
with the state of things found in the North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh. In these places we argued that the 
earliest villages of which we have any evidence, consisted 
of groups of cultivators^ acknowledging, indeed, a certain 
hond resulting from propinquity, the employment of a 
common body of village artizans, and the submission to 
a common headman, but otherwise claiming no joint in- 
terest : each family owned the fields which it cultivated, 
or perhaps had cleared from the primeval jungle. Conquer- 
ing kings and chiefs with their armies, then established 
their government ; and then it was that in various ways — 
by grant, or by the usurpation of higher caste families, and 
ultimately by the disruption and partition of rulers’ estates 
— individuals or families gained a landlord position in and 
over villages, either here and there, or over continuous 
areas. In time, the descendants of these became a 
numerous body, claiming the whole village as their own — 
forming, in short, the ‘zamindari,’ ‘pattidari,’ and other 
classes of village landlord communities known to our 
text-books. In most cases, therefore, the joint or land- 
lord villages (where they were not new foundations 
or the result of expansion from original centres), were 
described as a growth over villages that were already in 
existence and in the raiyatwdri form. In the North- 
Western Provinces indeed, in a very large number of what 
are now regular * communities,’ the body can be traced 
to an origin no more ancient than that of the auction- 
purchaser or revenue- farmer, who gained a footing in the 
days of our first attempts at revenue-management about 
the beginning of the century ; but still a large number 
possess a proprietary body derived (in the way above stated) 
from some early ruling, or conquering, or marauding chief. 

In the Panj^b, which had not come under British rule 
till the days of revenue-farming and harsh sale laws had 
passed away for ever, it is only occasionally (and then 
always dating back to Sikh or Mussulman times) that the 
village owners are representatives of landlords of this class. 
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§ Special origin of Joint-villages. 

Not only so, but as regards the province generally, the 
evidence does not point to a growth of landlord bodies 
over earlier non-landlord groups. The joint-village of the 
Panjab plains is not occasional — like the ‘shared' villages 
of Bombay ; it occurs over the whole country, and seems 
to be the result of an occupation by special tribes. In- 
deed, it may be suggested that the reason why the first 
Aryan settlers avoided the Panjab plains, and settled so far 
east as the Jamna^, was, that the Panjab had already begun 
to be peopled by those other tribes (chiefly Jats or Gujars. 
in the Central districts). Whatever the truth as to this may 
be, the tribes appear to have come in suflSicient force to 
occupy large areas, or to form, by multiplication in the 
course of time, a complete network of villages held by 
tribesmen who, being conquerors, left to their descendants 
that joint claim to their several locations^ which is necessary 
to the constitution of the ‘landlord' village. If we look 
at any tribal map of a Central Panjab district, though time, 
and the effect of wars, feuds, and subsequent conquests, 
have much ‘ honey-combed ’ and broken up the original 
areas, it is impossible not to see what large territories 
‘'Jats,' ‘ Giijais,' and other great tribes have occupied^. We 
may safely conclude that all those tribes, certainly had and 
still have, the ‘ family ' idea of property — the joint succes- 
sion, and the same feeling of superiority which accompany 
the ‘landlord’ claim over village-allotments. If this had 
not been the case, we must surely have found traces of 
fuDdamentally new varieties of land customs, wdiich we do 
not find. 

This much we may safely say : the rest vre must leave to 
the antiquarians to discuss. In what order of time these 
immigrations occurred, and what relations arose, if any, 
between our Panjab Jat and Giijar tribes and those tribes 
which (for convenience) I have called Dravidian, repre- 

^ See vol i. Chap. IV. p. 122, note 
- See for example the map of Gajrat at p. 671 po^t. 

li r 2 , 
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sented by tbe Bhar, the Gond, the Koch, and other tribes 
of Central, Northern-Central, and Southern India, as well as 
with the Aryans ; these are interesting questions, but beyond 
our present scope. What we know, or may be fairly said 
to know, is, that most probably there was a series of immi- 
grations and invasions from the North-West, some preceding, 
some following, the Aryan. When the Aryans came, it is 
certain that in Central India, Oudh, and other parts, 
‘Dravidian’ tribes had already formed organized kingdoms, 
such as I have described in Vol. I. Ch. IV. The Aryans 
did not displace these easily, or indeed at aU. Sometimes 
the Dravidian conquered ; but in the end, fully as much 
by policy and alliance as by conquest, the two races fused^ 
and Aryan ideas of religion and social forms were adopted, 
as well as a uniform system of Government and land- 
administration. Were any of these races of the same 
‘period’ or of the same ethnic origin as the Panjab tribes ? 
We know from Greek writers that in Alexander’s time 
(fourth century B.c.) there were in the plains of the North 
Panjab a great people called Takkas or Tdkshakas, and 
in the South, Malli, Cathoei, and Oxydracese — names we 
can only partially now connect with existing tribal names. 
The Takkas appear to have been snake-worshippers (in- 
deed, the Sanskrit T^kshaka means ‘ .snake ’), and in this 
i*esemble the Central Indian tribes. Mr. Hewitt suggests 
that they were Dravidians, and seems to connect them with 
the pre-Aryan Gends of Central India. Sir W. Hunter calls 
them Scythian, and says they came from the North^. At 
the same time, the Aryans did settle in the Himalaya, 
though not in the plains, and we find a (real or artificial) 
Eajput holding a territory (close to the hills), the Porus 
(=:Purusha), who fought with Alexander. Whatever the 
order, and whatever the date, of the arrival of the Central 
Panjab tribes, it is probable that they soon became ac- 

^ See Hunter’s ‘ India ’ (Imp. Gas. village shop-keepers in their ac- 
vol. vi. p. 184) and authorities quo- count-books. The character much 
ted. The Takkas are said to have resembles the letters seen on ‘ Indo- 
onginated the ‘ Landa ’ character, Scythian ’ coins. 
stiU used (in various forms) by all 
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quainted with wandering Brahman emissaries, and accepted 
Brahmanic teaching to some extent. That is why we find, 
besides the great tribes of Jats and Gujars, a number of 
smaller (and, doubtless, mixed) castes. 

"Where we find large areas of 'Eajput' villages in the 
plains, it is either in the South-East, near the original 
Aryan settlement about Delhi, or locally, as a consequence 
of much later movements, which will be described pre- 
sently. 

It has been suggested^ that ‘E^jput’ (meaning ‘sons of 
the king ’) is not an Aryan — or any real tribal— name, but 
was adopted by all tribes or clans when they succeeded in 
getting the rule or the leading position. I think, however, 
it is much more probable, on the evidence, that there were 
later colonies of true Aryan (Kshatriya) Eajputs, and that, 
as they mingled with other tribes^ those who were the most 
successful, and who adopted Hindu customs, observed strict 
caste ideals, and kept themselves apart, became Eajputs. 
There must have been the original, or there would not 
have been the copy. 

And tribes that were, or became Eajput, might again sink 
and be called Jat. Mr. Ibbetson has pointed out how diffi- 
cult it is to draw any line between the Eajput and the Jat. 
The fact seems to be that some Jats are original tribes (as 
they themselves traditionally assert), and others are clans 
who lost caste (as they also state) by adopting the ‘ kar^wa,' 
or marriage of widows and other irregular customs, which 
were repudiated by the stricter castes. 

Whatever may be the real origin and history of Jats, 
it is a practical matter to notice that the short a of the 
Panjabi ‘Jat’ becomes long as we go towards the South- 
East In the Gurgaon district, both Jats and Jats may be 
found, and they appear to be physically different. In 
Sindh, again, the Jat differs from his tribal namesake in 

^ See Ibbetson’s Outlines of Panjdb of the Israelites, and regards it as 
Ethnology, p. 219, and the quotation his right. 

at p. 221. ® The Panjabi often shortens the 

2 In many tribes in the Panjab, a : thus ‘ akkf = ahk, the eye ; kam 
the brother takes a deceased = kam, work, 
brother’s widow, after the manner 
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the Panjabj and his ‘ Jatki ’ dialect is also not the Panjabi 
of the Central Panjab Jats. 

' Throughout the Delhi territory and the Panjab proper, 
up to the Indus/ writes Mr. Tapper, Hhe Jats are spread 
in great numbers all over the country. At the last census 
they reached the total of 187, 490 — being chiefly Hindu” 
and Sikh ” towards the east, and Muhammadan westwards. 
Wherever Jats are to be found, there tribal influence and 
kinship are still at work 

§ 3. The Fo'ontier District Villages. 

So much, regarding the greater tribes of the Central and 
Western Panjab On the North-West frontier, we have 
another case of uniformly landlord villages, founded by 
other tribes from the north : these adopted the Muham- 
madan faith ; and, what is specially interesting — because it 
brings their institutions more within reach of historical 
observation — they occupied the districts within the last 
seven hundred years, some of them as recently as the six- 
teenth century. These tribes invariably at once divided 
the land and exercised a ‘ landlord ’ right over the entire 
area occupied. Sometimes they formed groups, much larger 
than villages ; instances will come to our notice of great 
areas of thousands of acres held on a multitude of little 
shares, without any (original) village division. 

It is remarkable that in the case of Jat and Giijar lo- 
cations we can rarely or never trace kingdoms through stages 
of disruption and division till the scattered and reduced 
remains of the once royal house appear as landlords of 
petty (village) estates^. I must admit it to be possible 
that, in some cases, there may have been Rajds and chiefs, 
and that, the present villages are held by descendants of 

^ Customary Law, voL ii. p. 36. dicated in the Fanj^b, by the 
There are some interesting remarks (familiarized) Arabic word ^qaum/ 
on Jats in Mr. Fanshawe's Bohiak the clan or subdivision of the tribe 
S, J 2 ., pp. 21, 22. See also the para- is ^g 5 t.' 

graph in this chapter on Kohtak, ® Where we can do so, is in the 
post. case of certain conquest- settlements 

^ It may be convenient here to of a much later date than the origi- 
state that * tribe ’ is commonly in- nal Jat immigration. 
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such overlords. On the other hand, we must bear in mind 
what the Greek writers have said about the ‘ republican ' 
constitution of the tribes, and believe that generally, at 
least, there were no Eajas, but the tribes consisted of equal 
families, governed by councils or ‘ panchd-yats.’ (See VoL I. 
p. 140.) 

§ 4. Other origins of Village Tenure. 

Lastly, a few words must be added about villages which 
owe their origin, not to the Jat, Giijar, and Frontier tribal 
settlements; but to such special foundation as I have already 
alluded to. We shall find instances of adventurers of the 
Aryan (Eajput) or mixed Aryan races who, having first 
settled in Northern-Central India and the Gangetic plain, 
finding no room at home, or otherwise actuated by a love of 
adventure, returned on their steps and settled in the Panjab. 
In the Gujrat district, there was once a kingdom of Chib 
Eajputs formed in this way, and the present Chib villages 
are the relics and fragments of that rule Once more, I 
may remark that the Edjput race is proverbially prolific, 
and in many cases where whole groups of villages of one 
clan are now found, their origin is due to a single adven- 
turer, or two or three brothers who obtained small estates 
in the thinly-inhabited country. These probably gave 
birth to a dozen or more of stalwart sons, who soon founded 
new villages ; and now their numerous posterity hold quite 
an appreciable extent of country. 

§ 5 . The South-East Frontier, — Summary. 

There is yet another group of village formations to be 
noticed. It occurs in the strip of territory along the South- 
East frontier. Here we find many (and recent) cases of 
voluntarily-associated bodies of colonists^ iormmg villages; 
most of them within the century. Whether these villages 
(now joint- villages under our revenue-system) were really 

^ Further on will be found a map tions of the text will be found in 
showing the distribution of tribes the district notes which follow, 
in GuJr^t ; and special illustra- 
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and originally joint, is more doubtful. I confess I find it 
difficult to feel satisfied one way or the other. 

If now we briefly summarize a comparison between the 
North-Western Provinces and the Panjab, it will appear 
that — 

(i) We have an almost total absence of the class of 
villages owned by descendants of the manager, 
revenue-farmer, or auction-purchaser of a century 
back ; 

{q) we cannot now trace any general earlier existence of 
villages which (like those described in Manu) 
were aggregates of separate cultivators, or observe 
the upgrowth of landlord-bodies over them. Both 
the (i) North-West frontier, and [o) Central dis- 
tricts, exhibit tribal joint (and landlord) villages 
from the first. We have also (3) a special class of 
colony villages in the South-East. 

§ d. Gases 'where Villages were 'not for'ined. 

It is worthy of remark that, in the southern river-tracts, 
settlers did not form villages at all ; this was probably 
due to the difficulties of cultivation. In Multan, we find 
that only small bodies or family-groups aggregate together 
— enough to sink a well or two, and cultivate the land 
around it. It is our own revenue-system that has grouped 
several of these ‘wells’ together, and formed a village, 
by the grant to them in common, of the surrounding 
waste. 

Again, in the Himalaya'^ districts local circumstances 
invited the settlers rather to form isolated groups of culti- 
vation ; and, as in the K^ngra district, our own Settlement 
aggregated the hamlets into ‘ circuits ’ or villages, and gave 
them a joint interest in the waste, which they never claimed 
before. As usual, they appear in the revenue records as 
‘ bhffiachara ’ villages. 
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§ 7. Development of Great Landlords. 

It is wortli while calling attention to the absence of great 
landlords in the Panjab. It might be thought that where 
there was such a strong sense of conquering superiority — 
and in some tribes at least, this must have been connected 
with a strongly felt loyalty to a chief, — there would also 
be a tendency for the chiefs of tribes and sections to 
develop into individual landlords of great areas, instead 
of distributing the landlord-claim, so to speak, among all 
grades in the tribe or clan. The later tribes of the frontier 
have their chiefs — Malik, Tumandar, &c. ; but even 
they rarely become great landlords in the Bengal sense. 
Among the Gujar, Jat, and other similar tribes, we have, 
now, at any rate, no trace of EAjas and chiefs. It may 
be (as I suggested) possible that some of the villages re- 
present the fragments of a ‘ Raj,’ being owned by bodies of 
descendants whose forefathers were sons of a long forgotten 
Rdja of the adjacent country. But one cause of the 
non-development of great territorial landlords is evident. 
Neither the Muhammadan empire nor the Path^n con- 
querors, nor the later Sikh rulers, ever allowed the local 
chiefs such power as belonged to the Taluqdar of Oudh or 
the Zamindar of Bengal ; consequently, they never grew 
into landlords. They either remained as chiefs, with State 
grants (jagirs), or disappeared, their descendants becoming 
holders of villages, like any other proprietors. The character 
of the tribesmen must also be taken into account : as a rule 
(and this is true of the frontier tribes as well as the earlier 
Jats), they were independent, and very jealous of any 
unequal sharing. It is quite true that, had it not been for 
a strong feeling for rank and grade (in virtue of which 
it is that chiefs exist at all), it may be doubted whether 
the tribal families would have had that sense of union, 
and the proud feeling of proprietorship and superiority to 
other inhabitants, which enabled them to bear up against, 
or ultimately recover from, the ‘levelling’ influence of 
Sikh rule and Pathan devastation. But that feeling did 
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not so act as to enable the chiefs to presume on their posi- 
tion. Even in tribes where the chiefs had great influence, 
neither the Government system nor the temper of the sub- 
jects, enabled them to become ‘ Zamindars.’ 

§ 8. The Landlord-spirit in Village-Communities, 

It is also a fact that the ^conquerors’ right’ was felt 
by the whole body of the colonizing tribes, as much in 
the case of those which had (and still have) chiefs, as 
among those of the Central districts which are believed not 
to have had the same ‘feudal’ organization. The bodies 
who formed the village-groups, with so much idea of 
equality amongst themselves, had a full sense of superiority 
and of proprietorship in their allotment : their joint-claim 
is in no sense merely the product of Western law. It is 
quite certain, on the testimony of many Settlement Reports, 
that the ‘proprietors’ never place themselves on a level 
with the tribesmen they conquered, or with the dependants 
and! cultivators they called in to aid them in bringing the 
laud under cultivation. In later times, the Sikhs, caring 
only for their revenue, treated all classes alike : the ‘ pro- 
prietor’ was no better off than the ‘tenant’ ; but still the 
tribesman remembered his origin and the founding of his 
village, and claimed his rights when he had a chance, 
with anything but democratic tolerance^. 

In the Panjdb, everywhere, whether it is an Afghan tribe, 
or a Gujar, Rdjput, or Jat, Aw^n, or Khokar family, that 
has established itself and divided into village-groups, there 
is undoubtedly a strong landlord feeling, a sense of pro- 
prietorship running throughout the boundaries of the estate 
— ^boundaries known by old tradition, and now defined by 
the British Settlement Officer ; and that is perfectly con- 
sistent with the equally undoubted fact that old tenants who 
aided the founding, and inferiors who had helped to bear the 
burden of the Sikh imposts, were privileged persons, and 

^ For this reason I have avoided called the Panjab tribes ‘ repnbli- 
following those authors who have can ' or ‘ democratic.' 
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certainly never regarded as withont rights or claim to con- 
sideration. In making these and many following remarks, 
I assume that the reader has studied the General Chapter 
on Tenures, in Vol. I, otherwise he will, I fear, find them 
hardly intelligible. 

§ 9. Resume of the Origin of Villages. 

It may be convenient briefly to gather up in a short 
paragraph what is known of the origin of Panjab villages. 
They will be found due to the following sources : — 

(i) The conquest and settlement of great tribes like the 
Jat and Gujar, at a remote date. 

{%) The later return and settlement of adventurers — Raj- 
put and other small bodies of tribesmen, or single 
colonists — whose descendants have now multiplied 
and spread. 

(3) The comparatively late immigration of tribes into the 

districts of the North-Western frontier. 

(4) The establishment of bodies of associated colonists 

(South-East Panjab). 

(5) The aggregation, under our own Settlement Rules, of 

individual families of cultivators and settlers into 
villages. 

§ 10. Official Classification of Villages. 

It is unfortunate that the old classification of villages, 
which confuses under one or more common names so many 
essential differences, has been followed in the Panjab. 

I have already explained how these terms — ‘ zamfndd-ri,’ 

‘ pattid^ri,’ and ‘bhaiachara’ — came to be applied to dis- 
criminate certain differences in village constitution — differ- 
ences which appeared to our earliest (and cursory) examina- 
tion of these tenures as the main features to be noted. I had 
better repeat a brief explanation of the terms, to avoid a 
reference backwards. ‘ Zamindari ’ was really intended to 
apply to those cases in which a single landlord had been 
founds or had obtained the position by some means, over the 
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village ; and a large number, if not the majority, of such 
landlords were, in the North-Western Provinces, revenue- 
farmers and auction-purchasers^. In the Panjab, as I have 
explained, that origin is rarely to be found. Still there are 
cases where, from one cause or another, a single person has 
become landlord. 

In the course of a few years, such a landlord is commonly 
replaced by a more or less numerous body of sons and grand- 
sons, who for a time enjoy the right undivided: and there- 
fore the term ‘ zamfndari’ became subdivided into ‘ kbalis ’ 
(simple), where there is still one individual landlord, and 
® mushtarka ’ (joint), where there is a body of descendants 
enjoying rights as co-sharers. 

In the same way, ‘ pattid&i ’ was meant to indicate, not 
merely that the family had divided the shares in the soil, 
but that the property was held, more or less closely in 
accord with the equal fractional shares of the law and 
custom of inheritance; if there was a scheme of equal 
sharing, but on some other principle than the inheritance- 
fractions, it was not a case of patUddH. But now, in the 
Panjab, the term is more loosely used to include a severalty 
holding on any scheme of shares, where those shares are 
really parts of what was once regarded as one. 

The term ‘ bhdidch^rd,’ as first used in 1796, properly 
indicated a special variety of landlord village. The 
bhaiachara was also strictly a landlord village ; it was no 
fortuitous aggregate of cultivators holding each his own 
plot, without reference to any system of sharing. It was a 
village in which a peculiar mode of measuring and dividing 
the land took the place of the inheritance-shares — at least, 
as far as the original distribution was concerned^. In the 
North-Western Provinces, this strict signification was soon 
lost, — so much so, that I doubt whether every one will 
remember or acknowledge how the word was first used. 

^ Bhd,iachara ’ now means any form of village where 

^ Or wtere a shared village was ment at founding, was by this 
completely partitioned among in- special method. When the heirs of 
dividual sharers and formed several families inside the different lots 
individual estates. come to succeed, they do so, now?, 

^ I mean that the original allot- according to inheritance shares. 
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possession is the measure of right, or where ancestral frac- 
tional shares were not respected in alloting the shares 
originally. As far as I know, the old or real bhaiachara is 
rare in the Panjab, though not at all unknown: most com- 
monly villages called by this name, are estates in which 
ancestral shares have been forgotten or in which the shares 
go by ‘ ploughs ’ or by ‘ wells,’ and not by ancestral frac- 
tions. In the Panjd.b these latter appear to be much more 
numerous than they are in the North-West Provinces. 

The terms ^ miperfect pattidari’ and 'bhaiachara’ are still 
kept up. It is the merest accident, and a circumstance 
perfectly immaterial from the tenure point of view, that in 
dividing up lands for several enjoyment, convenience has 
suggested that a part of the land should remain joint. As 
a matter of fact, a large majority of the villages in time 
became divided, and oftener remained ‘ imperfect ’ than 
not. For instance, a portion of the estate is let out to 
tenants, and the practice is to collect the rents from this 
portion, and pay them at once to the headman for 
revenue. It will often happen if the land so kept is good 
(e. g. if it grows sugarcane), that the rents are sufficient 
to pay the entire revenue demand; and then the proprietary 
co-sharers have the divided holdings, each to himself with- 
out charge ; or (if the rents above spoken of are not suffi- 
cient) subject only to such a moderate rateable contribution 
as is needed to make up the total revenue demand, together 
with cesses and village expenses. In such cases there is no 
object in dividing the common. 

When therefore these terms — ' zamindari,’ ' pattidari,’ and 
'bhaiachara,’ with the meaningless distinction of the two 
latter into ' imperfect ’ and ' perfect,’ came to be imported 
into the Panjab, they had not only their original crudity^ 
but their meaning became still further modified — a circum- 
stance generally overlooked ; so that their original unsuit- 
ableness to tribal villages has been in no way lessened, if it 


^ See my remarks in the chapter on North-Western Provinces Tenuies, 
pp. 104-108 ante. 
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has not been intensified. It is most earnestly to be 
hoped that some day, in the interests of science, a real 
census of villages — which could easily be taken — will 
furnish us with true data as to origin and the system of 
sharing which prevails. 


§ II. Certain facts extracted from the Statistics. 

Bearing in mind the defects of classification spoken of, a 
certain number of facts may nevertheless be extracted from 
the official tables, which throw light on our subject. For 
this purpose I take the Tenure Eeturn in the Agricultwal 
Statistics of British India for 1886-87 (page 83), which 
is given for the Panjab in a very condensed form. I also 
refer to the return prepared in the Panjab in i875”76 
{Famine Commission Report^ Vol. II. pp. 559 “^^)^* 

From these, we find only one great landlord estate (of 
197 villages) — that of the Khattak chief in the Kohat 
district ; another of thii'teen villages (36,400 acres) is held 
by seven sharers. There are eighty-four estates of land- 
lords of moderate size. Next, the tables show 1609 
small ‘ zammdans ’ of single owners (a), of which 689 are 
shown as following the law of primogeniture, so that they 
will remain undivided (the greater part of these are in the 
Delhi, and Peshawar, and Derajat divisions). These small 
zamind^s are nearly all estates consisting of single 
villages, and so might have been shown as ‘ zamindari 
khalis ’ villages. The joint (zamindari mushtarka) villages 
(&) are shown as 3392 ; the ‘ shared ’ villages (0) held on 
ancestral or customary shares are 4088. The villages held 
on the measure of possession only [d) are 8568 ; and the 
villages, partly divided, and pai^tly held in common, are 
{e) 16,972^ — i.e. the large majority escapes classification: 


This return uses ‘ pattidari ^ for 
loth ^ancestral’ and ^customary* 
shares, and ^ bh^iachar£ ' for hold- 
ings ‘ by possession ’ only, but 
doabtless includes all villages called 
by this name in the Settlement 
papers, whatever their intrinsic 
character. 


2 In the Imperial Eeturn : — 

{a) is given as 1324 villages. 

(6) 3384 „ 

(c) „ 12,364 „ 

(d) „ 18,508 

(c) and (d) evidently include 
the partly-divided villages also. 
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all of them really belonging to one or other of the classes 
(c) and (d) but to which there is nothing to show ; the 
mere accident that some of the land is undivided, is 
allowed to take the place of any further discrimination. 

These figures, prepared for two years a decennium apart, 
are so far discrepant as seriously to vitiate inferences from 
them. The lapse of time may increase one class and 
diminish another ; but the want of real principle of 
classification will always make such returns more or less 
uncertain. 

As far as these figures can be trusted, it may be inferred 
from them that a very few of the tribal chiefs on the 
frontier have obtained large estates as landlords, that a few 
grantees and chiefs have acquired similar estates between 
the Sutlej and the J amnd. ; and a few here and there are 
scattered over most of the other districts. 

The chief tribal families have retained a large number of 
villages, as the corparcenary owners of single villages or 
even parts of villages, and they have retained their an- 
cestral or some other recognized mode of sharing — a fact 
always indicative of strength of union or else of superior 
origin, and in either case, of a strong ‘ landlord ' feeling. 
The common rule is not to divide up completely, but to 
leave a portion of the estate in joint ownership. 

The comparatively large number of villages in which 
possession is (now) the measure of right, is remarkable. In 
many cases, no doubt, we may conclude that shares once 
existed, but have been lost in the lapse of time, by sales 
and changes of fortune, and by the eflfects of the ‘ grinding ’ 
rule of the Sikhs, which levelled down differences, and 
compelled an equality of ‘landlord' and inferior, to meet 
the burden imposed. But a large number of these villages 
are colonies planted in the last eighty or ninety years, 
where probably possession was always according to the 
ability of each man (the money, number of ploughs, ser- 
vants, and sons or relatives each brought to the work). 
In these villages (held by possession) the returns do not 
enable us to distinguish the real differences. In some of 
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them, it is doubtful, as I remarked before, whether we have 
a true joint constitution. We ma^ have really a ‘raiyat- 
wari’ village without any bond of union; or the pro* 
prietors of the village (or of the section where several bodies 
are accidentally united, as is often the case) may have 
a strong landlord feeling over the whole area of their 
location, only that either from the first, each man took 
and kept what he could manage, or else, by the effect of 
sales, hard times, and other accidents, any original scheme 
of sharing has been lost and forgotten. In some cases we 
have a positive indication that a scheme of sharing once 
did exist, because it is still followed in dividing the profits 
of the common, or in other ways. The figures, then, so far 
illustrate and confirm the general remarks made. But they 
entirely fail to give us any insight into the really interest- 
ing details of tenure, — ^what villages are held on ancestral 
(inheritance) shares, and what by shares on some other 
principle, and what is the nature of the difference. How 
many villages now held in ‘possession’ have really once 
been shared on a system, and have lost the system wholly, 
or retained it partly — e. g. in dividing the profits of the 
common lands ? What is the origin and history of those 
who have never had any system of shares ? How many 
are modern coloxiies and re-foundations of villages ? How 
many (if any) are only aggregates of cultivators, with no 
real landlord class in them ? 

§12. Preservation of Communities. 

It remains to be noticed that, while the general tendency 
of the North-Western Settlement system is to preserve the 
village bodies, and while in the Panjab, the Settlement has 
done this fully, and has even created villages, in some 
parts, combining detached holdings by granting a large 
area of valuable waste to be enjoyed by the body in 
common, still there is the inevitable tendency of modern 
times to pass from the stage of common (or rather family) 
ownership to complete individual right in severalty; and 
the frequent enmities that arise, and are notorious through- 
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out our villages, are continuing causes of disintegration. 

Feuds and factions ^ (especially to the north of the Chinab) 
are well known to the criminal administration as a source 
of rioting and violent crime ; and they naturally lead, or 
have long since led, to partitions. Among the less provi- 
dent classes, debt, aided by the power of free alienation, 
is gradually transferring land from the old proprietor 
to the moneylender and the speculator of a non-agricul- 
tural caste : this affects the social order, because such 
purchasers must employ tenants. These, at present are 
commonly the old landowners themselves, who thus, under 
whatever circumstances of depression, still remain in their 
ancestral homes. 

Still, the villages are held together by one institution, 
which there seems no great tendency to oppose from any 
quarter. Unlike the North-Western Provinces law, Panjab 
local law does not allow of ' perfect ’ partition, except at 
Settlement and for special reasons, and with special 
sanction. ' Perfect ’ partition, as distinguished from ' imper- 
fect,’ indicates that form of division whereby not only is 
the separate enjoyment of fields and holdings secured, but 
the joint revenue responsibility is dissolved, and wholly 
separate ‘ estates ’ are created. I am aware that the joint 
responsibility is a shadowy thing, and is rarely enforced, 
because serious revenue default is so rare ; but still it is 
a reality, and it undoubtedly, in my opinion, keeps the 
villages together. Besides this, the Local Laws Act Act iv 
recognizes a rather strong law of pre-emption. This is amen^ded 
valuable, as the otherwise disintegrating effect of the free 
power of sale and mortgage can be counteracted by 
giving a member of the community, and of the section 
of the community, a preferential right to the bargain. The 
law is not free from difficulties in its application, and much 
trouble has sometimes to be taken in getting over fraudu- 
lent misrepresentation in the matter of the price actually 
fixed, or the true market value of the land ; but, on 
the whole, as regards village lands, it works benefici- 

^ So much so that there are local terms used— ‘dhar' and ‘ dhardan.’ 

VOL. II. S S 
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ally^. Whether the power of self-government in social 
matters is on the decline, is an interesting question, but 
rather beyond my scope. I fear I must say it is. I doubt 
if the 'panchayat/ which is the essence of a joint village, 
has really much influence in the majority of villages, 
though it has some, especially in caste questions, or offences 
against the united moral sense of the villagers. Questions 
of disputed boundary, inheritance, and the like, which 
would formerly have been settled by the panchayat (or by a 
free fight) are now decided by law, being eagerly carried 
from court to court. The railway and the pleader have 
facilitated this appeal to the law ^ ; while our fair assess- 
ments, and the value which land has acquired, furnish the 
means of keeping up the exciting game. 


§ 13. General Account of Tenures in 1872-73. 


The sketch of the Panj^b Tenures written by Mr. D. G. 
Barkley, C.S.,for the Administration Report, 1872-73, has 
become almost classical, and is quite worthy of being 
reproduced in extenso. It runs as follows : — 


‘The great mass of the landed property in the Panjab is 
held by small proprietors, who cultivate their own land in 
whole or in part. The chief characteristic of the tenure 
generally is, that these proprietors are associated together in 
village communities, having, to a greater or less extent, joint 
interests ; and, under our system of cash payments, limited so 

I 


^ The right belongs, (i) to co- 
sharers in an undivided estate xn 
order of relationship to the vendor ; 
(2) in villages held on shares ances- 
tral or modified, to co-sharers, in 
the order of relationship ; (s') then 
to the whole patti ; then to any in- 
dividual landholder in the patti ; (4) 
to any landholder in the village ; (5) 
to occupancy-tenants on the land ; 
and (lastly) to any occupancy-tenant 
in the village. 

® I have elsewhere remarked on 
the use of the term ' community/ 
It is necessary to caution the reader 
against supposing that in joint 


villages there was ever any ‘ social- 
istic " or ‘ enjoyment in common ’ 
idea of property. Equal rights 
were what was regarded as impor- 
tant. But no doubt the settlement 
of all social questions and even 
questions of custom and law, was 
once effected within the community; 
and the power of the body to expel 
an obstinate offender against custom 
or the established order of things, 
was considerable. Eor though no 
power ever existed, formally to 
forfeit a man's share, things could 
be made so unpleasant for him that 
he would be obliged to abandon it . 
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as to secure a certain profit to the proprietors, jointly respon- 
sible for the payment of the revenue assessed upon the village 
lands. It is almost an invariable incident of the tenure, that 
if any of the proprietors wishes to sell his rights, or is obliged 
to part with them in order to satisfy demands upon him, the 
other members of the same community have a preferential 
right to purchase them at the same price as could be obtained 
from outsiders. 

^ In some cases all the proprietors have an undivided interest 
in all the land belonging to the proprietary community, — in 
other words, all the land is in common, and what the pro- 
prietors themselves cultivate is held by them as tenants of the 
community. Their rights are regulated by their shares in the 
estate, both as regards the extent of the holdings they are 
entitled to cultivate and as regards the distribution of profits : 
and if the profits from land held by non-proprietary culti- 
vators are not sufficient to pay the revenue and other charges, 
the balance would ordinarily be collected from the proprietors 
according to the same shares. 

^ It is, however, much more common for the proprietors to 
have their own separate holdings in the estate, and this separa- 
tion may extend so far that there is no land susceptible of 
separate appropriation which is not the separate property of an 
individual or family. In an extreme case like this, the right 
of pre-emption and the joint responsibility for the revenue in 
ease any of the individual proprietors should fail to meet the 
demand upon him, are almost the only ties which bind the 
community together. The separation, however, generally does 
not go so far. Often all the cultivated land is held in separate 
ownership, while the pasture, ponds, or tanks, &c., remain in 
common ; in other cases, the land cultivated by tenants is the 
common property of the community, and it frequently happens 
that the village contains several well-known subdivisions, each 
with its own separate land, the whole of which may be held 
in common by the proprietors of the subdivision, or the whole 
may be held in severalty, or part in separate ownership and 
part in common. 

^ In those communities with partial or entire separation of 
proprietary title, the measure of the rights and liabilities of 
the proprietors varies very much. It sometimes depends 
solely upon original acquisition and the operation of the laws 
of inheritance ; in other cases, definite shares in the land of a 

s s 2 
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Tillage or subdivision, different from those which would result 
from the law of inheritance, have been established by custom ; 
ill other cases, reference is made, not to shares in the land, but 
to shares in a well or other source of irrigation ; and there are 
many cases in which no specified shares are acknowledged, but 
the area in the separate possession of each proprietor is the 
sole measure of his interest. It is sometimes the case, how- 
ever, that while the separate holdings do not correspond with 
any recognized shares, such shares wiU be regarded in dividing 
the profits of common land, or in the partition of such land ; 
and wells are generally held according to shares, even where 
the title to the land depends exclusively on undisturbed 
possession. 

^ In some cases the separate holdings are not permanent in 
their character — a custom existing by which the lands separ- 
ately held can be redistributed in order to redress inequalities 
which have grown up since the original division. Between 
the Indus and the Ja.mna this custom is rare, and is probably 
almost entirely confined to river villages, which are liable to 
suffer greatly from diluvion, and have little common land 
available for proprietors whose separate holdings are swept 
away. Even in river-villages, it is often the rule that the 
proprietor whose lands are swept away can claim nothing but 
to be relieved of his share of the liabilities of the village for 
revenue and other charges. 

^ Trans-Indus, however, in the tracts of country inhabited 
chiefly by Pathan population, periodical redistribution of hold- 
ings was by no means uncommon, and the same is stated to 
have been formerly the case in some of the villages of the 
Pathto ilaqa of Chach (cis-Indus), in the Kawalpindf District. 
The remarkable feature in the redistributions trans-Indus was 
that they were no mere adjustments of possession according to 
shares, but complete exchanges of property between one group 
of proprietors and another, followed by division among the 
proprietors of each group. Nor were they always confined to 
the proprietors of a single village. The tribe, and not the 
village, was in many cases the proprietary unit, and the ex- 
change was effected at intervals of three, five, seven, ten, 
fifteen, or thirty years, between the proprietors residing in one 
village and those of a neighbouring village. In some cases 
the land only was exchanged ; in others the exchange extended 
to the houses as Avell as the land. Since the country came 
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under Britisli rule, every opportunity lias been taken to get rid 
of these periodical exchanges on a large scale by substituting 
final partitions or adjusting the revenue demand according to 
the value of the lands actually held by each village j but the 
custom is in a few cases still acted upon amongst the pro- 
prietors of the same village, though probably no eases remain 
in which it would be enforced between the proprietors^ of dis- 
tinct villages. 

^Throughout the greater part of the province the organiza- 
tion of the proprietors of land into village communities has 
existed from time immemorial, and is the work of the people 
themselves, and not the result of measures adopted either by 
our own or by previous Governments. Indeed, these com- 
munities have sometimes been strong enough to resist the 
payment of revenue to the Government of the day, and before 
our rule nothing was more common than for them to decide 
their disputes by petty wars against each other, instead of 
having recourse to any superior authority to settle them. But 
in some localities the present communities have been consti- 
tuted from motives of convenience in the application of our 
system of settlement. Thus in the Simla hills and in the more' 
mountainous portions of the Kangra district the present village 
communities consist of numerous small hamlets, each with its 
own group of fields and separate lands, and which had no bond 
of union until they were united for administrative purposes at 
the time of the Land-Eevenue Settlement, In the Multan 
division, again, while regular village communities were fre- 
quently found in the fertile lands fringing the rivers, all trace 
of these disappeared where the cultivation was dependent on 
scattered wells beyond the influence of the river. Here the 
well was the true unit of property ; but where the proprietors 
of several w^ells lived together for mutual protection, or their 
wells were sufficiently near to be conveniently included within 
one village boundary, the opportunity was taken to group them 
hito village communities. The same course has been followed 
in some parts of the Derajat division, wffiere small separate pro- 
perties readily admitting of union were found. These arrange- 
ments were made possible by the circumstance that the village 
community system admits of any amount of separation of the 
property of the individual proprietors, and by care being taken 
that in the internal distribution of the revenue demand it 
should be duly adjusted with reference to the resources of the 
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separate holdings. They also in general involYed the making 
over in joint ownership to the proprietors of the separate hold- 
ings, of waste land situate within the new boundary, in which 
no private property has previously existed. 

^ In some cases the village communities, while holding and 
managing the land as proprietors, are bound to pay a quit-rent 
to superior proprietors under whom they hold. The Settle- 
ment is made according to circumstances, either with the 
superior proprietor, who collects the Government revenue as 
well as his quit-rent from the communities, or with the com- 
munities in actual possession of the land, who pay the land- 
revenue to Government and the quit-rent to the superior pro- 
prietor. In either case the amount which the superior pro- 
prietor IS entitled to collect is determined at Settlement as well 
as the amount of the land-revenue demand. 

^ There are sometimes also proprietors holding lands within 
the estates of village communities, but who are not members 
of the communities, and are not entitled to share in the com- 
mon profit, nor liable for anything more than the revenue of 
their own lands, the village charges ordinarily paid by pro- 
prietors, and the quit-rent, if any, payable to the proprietary 
body of the village. The most common examples of this class 
are the holders of plots at present or formerly revenue-free, in 
which the assignees were allowed to get proprietary possession 
in consequence of having planted gardens or made other im- 
provements, or because they had other claims to consideration 
on the part of the village community. In the Kawalpindi 
division also, it was thought proper to record old-established 
tenants, who had never paid anything for the land they held, 
but their proportion of the land-revenue and village expenses, 
and had long paid direct to the Collectors of the revenue, but 
were not descended from the original proprietary body, as 
owners of their own holdings, while not participating in the 
common rights and liabilities of the proprietary community. 
Except in the Jihlam and Eawalpindi districts, where a small 
quit-rent was imposed, these inferior proprietors were not 
required to pay an^/thing in excess of their proportion of the 
Government revenue and other village charges. In Gujrat, 
at the' time of the first regular Settlement, this class held no 
less than 10 per cent, of the total cultivated area, and in 
Rawalpindi it paid 9 per cent, of the revenue. In Rawal- 
pindi the persons recorded as proprietors of their own holdings 
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only, were in some cases the representatives of the original 
proprietary body, j%i'rdte having established proprietary 
rights over what were formerly the common lands of the 
village. 

^In Multan and Muzaffargarh, and perhaps in some other 
districts in the south of the Panjab, a class of proprietors 
distinct from the owners of the land is found under the name 
of Chakdar, Silandar, or Kasdrkhwar. These are the owners 
of wells, or occasionally of irrigation channels, constructed at 
their expense in land belonging to others. They possess 
hereditary and transferable rights, both in the well or irriga- 
tion channel and in the cultivation of the field irrigated from 
it. . . . They are generally entitled to arrange for the cultiva- 
tion, paying a small fixed proportion of the produce to the 
proprietor, and being responsible for the Government revenue. 
Sometimes, however, the management of the property has 
been made over to the proprietor, who pays the Government 
revenue, and the Chakdar receives from him a fixed proportion 
of the produce called liag_ Icasilr, Or a third party may manage 
the property, paying the Government revenue and the haq_ 
Jcasur, out of which the Chakdar pays the proprietor’s allow- 
ance. 

^ In Eawalpindl also there is a small class of well-proprietors 
in the position of middlemen, paying cash-rent to the owner of 
the land and receiving a grain-rent from the cultivator. ’ 


§ 14 . Panjdh. — Tenures classiji^ed. 

This able sketch is, however, not sufficiently detailed to 
enable me to adopt it for the entire satisfaction of the 
student’s requirements in this chapter. We must therefore 
endeavour to fix on some plan by which we can look into 
the land-tenures a little more closely. Village-tenures are 
our main subject; other tenures, such as the revenue-free 
estates, and those which are sometimes called the ‘ double ’ 
or taluqdari tenures, will be easily disposed of. 

On the whole, a geographical distribution of our subject 
will, I think, be the best. 
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§ 15, Division of the Country into Groups for Study. 

If, fox instance, we start from the north-west frontier, 
we find the districts of Hazara, Peshawar, Kohdt, Bannti, 
and the Deraj at all marked by similar features — coinpara- 
tively modern conquest by Muhammadan tribes (converts 
of a few centuries back). 

This ‘ Frontier Tract,’ as I call it, really extends down as 
far as the Salt Eange, and includes the Eawalpindi district. 
Of course, it is not sharply defined. When, for instance, 
we come to the south-western part of the frontier, we find 
ourselves approaching tenures closely resembling those of 
Sindh, and largely affected by those special customs which 
arise when cultivation is only possible on a strip of land in 
the vicinity of a river, and in which inundation-canals and 
wells (to support this somewhat precarious mode of irriga- 
tion) are the necessary requisites of agriculture. In other 
words, in one direction our frontier tract joins on with 
another marked tenure-zone, — that formed by the districts 
of Multan and Muzaffargarh, where peculiar customs of 
canal and well irrigation, and a frequent absence of vil- 
lage organization, are the distinctive features. This latter 
I have called the ‘ Southern River-country' If, again, 
we return to that part of the frontier tract which comes 
down as far as Jihlam and Shahpur — ^the line of the 
‘ Salt Eange ’ hills — we shall find that the more dis- 
tinctively northern Muhammadan tribes begin to disappear, 
and that we have more and more to do with Jats, Gfijars, 
Ed-jput clans, and other tribes, such as inhabit the Central 
region, the latter including (generally) Gujrat, Gujranwala, 
Jhang, Montgomery, and Lahore, also Sialkot, Amritsar, 
Gurd£spur, Hushydrpur, and Jjilandhar. 

The cis- Sutlej districts^, — Firozpur, Ludiana, Ambala — 

^ This plural term indicates the ^ This name is still retained in 
two districts — Dera (camp or halt- use ; it points back to a time 
ing-place) Ismail Khan and Dera when the Sutlej was regarded as a 
Grhazi ]yi^n. The Derajat division sort of outer boundary, and the 
(Commissionership) includes, with districts ^ on this side ' were so 
these two, the neighbouring dis- called with reference to the capital 
tricts, called Bannu and Muzaffar- and to the bulk of the British do- 
garh, four in all. minions to the south-east of the 
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hardly form a distinct group, but as they have a few 
specialities, and are geographically distinct, it is convenient 
to separate them. 

It is convenient also to separate the Delhi districts 
and the South-East frontier strip, partly for historical 
reasons, hut also on account of some peculiarities of tenure. 

Lastly, the hill districts — Kangra and Kulu, to which I 
may add the Simla States (though they are foreign terri- 
tory) — exhibit distinctive features. This division I call 
the Himalayan States, 

I shall accordingly endeavour to give a resume of the more 
important facts ^ regarding the tenures in the following 
order : — 

(1) The North-West Frontier Tract. 

(2) The Southern River-country. 

(3} The Central districts. 

(4) The cis-Sutlej districts. 

(5) The Delhi districts, or South-East Frontier. 

(6) The Himalayan States. 


Section II. — The Noeth-West Frontier Tract. 

§ I. General Features, 

The general features which distinguish the frontier 
districts are, that most of them are occupied chiefly by 
Muhammadan tribes These are of comparatively recent 
origin, coming, some of them before, some of them with? 
the different waves of Pathan and Afghan invasion ; some 
are as late as the Mughal Empire. 

They have a regular organization of chiefs, called by 
different names in different tribes. The Tumandar or the 
Malik is the greater or tribal chief, and the Khan or Ai*bab the 

river. Wlien Jalandhar and Kan- inheritance) ; and they invariably 
gra were acquired, they were called follow customs of their own 
‘ the trans-Sutlej ' districts. (which they sometimes imagine 

^ My chief authorities being the and assert to be the Muhammadan 
various S. and law!) The exclusion of females 

^ The tribes though Muhanima- wholly or to a limited extent {1. e. 
dan, are mostly very ignorant of allowing a share till marriage) is a 
the regular legal system of the common feature. 

Muhammadan creed (especially of 
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sectional chief. It does not appear, as far as I can make 
out, •whether these chiefs (as such) had separate demesnes 
or estates allotted to them. 

But as far as any of the reports deal with the subject, it 
may be gathered that the chiefs were not in any sense 
landlords over the members of their own tribe ; but they 
appear to have been allotted villages and lands of their 
own, as private estates — their tribal share as heads of 
families — and also to have had certain rights and perhaps 
grain or other dues paid them in virtue of their chiefship 
by all the villages of their own tribe. 

We find, however, Jats in several of the districts, and 
Gujars and Eajputs also ; and some of the now Muhamma- 
dan tribes are certainly of the same origin. 

With so many different tribes all occupying limited 
areas, we naturally expect to find great differences in the 
terns used to describe tenures, shares, &c. In some cases it 
would appear that the same words have different, or some- 
what different, meanings in different localities. Customs 
also differ in detail between tribe and tribe, while the main 
features are generally similar. 

It is, perhaps, hardly surprising to find that in these 
tracts the right by conquest constitutes the strongest form 
of right ; and it is spoken of, not by any term indicating 
the use of force, but by the term ‘ wirasat ’ or inheritance 
The same word, in another form, will be found in Kangri and 
the Simla hills, and there also the origin of landed-right is 
in conquest, followed by the labour of founding villages 
and clearing the waste. The word is Arabic and indicates 
‘ inheritance ’ simply. Possibly it may not have been used 
by the actual conquerors, but by their descendants, who 
inherited what they regarded as peculiarly their own, since 
it owed its origin to irresistible ‘ might,’ which — in Oriental 
countries especially — is ‘ right.’ 

^ In tlie earlier tribes of the Gen- not use ‘ wirasat ’ (or any similar 
tral PanjAb, though, no doubt, the term) as the general term for pro- 
origin of their right is the same, prietary right ; they use the Arabic 
the conquest was so long ago, that term ‘ milkiyat.* 
it is forgotten j the land-owners do 
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We shall presently notice that in Haz&ra, owing to cir- 
cnmstances, and also to the necessity imposed by the Sikh, 
system, other persons, besides the descendants of the 
conquering tribes, held the tribal lands, and that they did 
so for so long and under such circumstances, that they 
invented a term to indicate what we should call their 
‘ prescriptive ’ right or title. But this right was never con- 
fused with the ‘wirasat’ which belonged only to the 
conquering and superior families. 

The conquerors, even when they were mere tribesmen 
holding a small subdivided lot which they were driven to 
cultivate with their own hands, never lost the sense of 
superiority and lordship ; this it was that led to the dis- 
tinction specially noticed in E^walpindi and Jihlam (but 
doubtless all over the northern portion of the province) 
between the ^ sahu ’ or gentry and the ' Jat ’ and other 
common cultivators, called here by that much-burdened 
term ‘zamindar' — common ‘holder of land.’ It was this 
feeling of martial superiority that enabled the families in 
villages to keep their proprietary right alive and claim it 
when the British land-settlement gawe them the oppor- 
tunity, after years of Sikh rule, under which every land- 
holder was treated as equal, being regarded as a revenue- 
producing machine, and no one’s rights in particular being 
much discriminated or cared for. Nor does this remark 
apply only to the frontier districts; a strong sense of 
proprietorship is the common characteristic (of course to 
a varying extent) of the land-owning families — some with 
less pretensions to ‘ gentility,' or to high origin — in Shahpur, 
Gujranwala, Gujrat, and indeed in most districts, as far as 
the limits of the province : in Karnal, for instance, the 
Eajput proprietors have always successfully resisted the 
encroachments of the Mandd-l and other over-lords. 

While speaking of the terms used to denote landed right, 
I may mention that the Afghan proprietary further dis- 
tinguish their landholdings as ‘daftar’ (that which is 
inscribed in the roll). 
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§ 2, Tribal DividoriQ of Land. 

The tribal allotment — the site of the conquest and settle- 
ment of the entire tribe — ^is generally known as the ’ilaqa’ 

daftar ’ among Afghan tribes). It may be compared with 
the taluqa (a word derived from the same root as ilaqa), 
which indicates the portions of country allotted to the 
lordship of the different Sikh chiefs under their original 
constitution, and which afterwards were retained as local 
divisions for administrative purposes, when the confe- 
deracy fell under the power of Maharaja Eanjit Singh. 

The methods of dividing the ‘ ’ilaqa ’ are various ; but a 
regular division and subdivision are everywhere noticeable. 
Except in limited tracts where the local conditions specially 
invited such a course, we have no trace of a common hold- 
ing and cultivation, and a general division of the harvest. 
I do not know whether such a stage may be inferred, but 
we have absolutely no evidence of it. The tribal holdings, 
here and elsewhere, invariably show either a regular 
system of allotment and division, or (in rare cases where 
land is abundant) each member taking what he wanted or 
could manage, without any particular system. 

It is probable that the tribal ^ wand ’ or division was made 
in the first instance by some noted or respected chief, and 
was regarded as unquestionable. The whole territory was 
usually first subdivided into smaller sections called ' tappa ’ 
or by other names. The ' tappa ’ was then — usually but 
not always — portioned off into ‘ villages ’ : these are often 
distinguished as ‘ KJiel ’ — portions for a group of families 
probably forming a single minor branch of the tribe. The 
further division of the ' village ’ is usually the ^ kandi ’ 
(which would be the ‘tarf’ or the ^patti’ of the Central 
Panjab villages) ; and the individual lots are ‘ b^khra.’ 
These terms are only locals and different ones occur in 
different districts. 


§ 3. Method of Allotment. 

The method of this partition was, however, peculiar. In 
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order that each ‘ kandi ’ might have a suitable proportiou of 
the different soils, good and bad alike, we do not find the 
' kandis ’ allotted in compact blocks lying in one place ; 
but first of all a ' vesh' (or wesh) was arranged. This word 
signifies in Kohat, both the blocks of the different soils (as 
discriminated by the chief, jirga (council), or other 
authority making the division), and also the ‘ rotation ’ or 
periodical exchange of the holdings, of which we are next 
to speak. 

A ‘ kandi ’ will have a certain proportion of its total area 
in one vesh and another in another within the general limits 
of the ‘ tappa ' or ‘ ilaqa ’ ; and the individual shares 
(originally) consisted of plots scattered about through the 
different divisions. 

§ 4. Redistribution of Holdings, 

But even so, complete equality was not attained ; and 
consequently it was a feature of these frontier tribal settle- 
ments, that in lands where the local circumstances did not 
render it undesirable or unnecessary, a periodical redistri- 
bution of holdings — everywhere called ' vesh’ (or wesh) — 
was made. It at first extended even to the main sections 
of the tribe ; and might be compared to two or more small 
states or countries changing territories. This feature was 
the first to fall into disuse for obvious reasons ; but the 
habit of exchanging lands between villages and inside vil- 
lages, lasted much longer ; the latter is still practised in 
some cases. The redistribution took place after the lapse 
of five, ten, iSfteen, or even twenty or thirty years, 
Peshawar, I find it noticed, is one of the districts where 
the ‘ vesh ’ (a term I may now use without any attempted 
equivalent in English) was not confined to the holdings 
within the village, but originally applied to the ^ khel ' 
areas also. 

Thb custom of exchange is not wholly confined to the 
frontier districts ; it depends greatly on the character of 
the soil ; but traces of it in other districts enable us to say 
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with probability that it was one of the early methods which 
characterised tribal settlements. That it indicates a com- 
munistic sense of property residing in the whole tribe, is 
sometimes taken for granted. But this seems to me doubt- 
ful, at least as the direct cause : if it were so, the rule ought 
equally to apply to cases where there was no inequality, or 
where special labour was required ; but we never^ as far as 
I am aware, can trace a custom of redistribution in such 
cases. The ‘ vesh ’ is not found to prevail where circum- 
stances do not require it ; for instance, in the ‘ daman ’ 
or tract on the ‘ skirt ’ of the Sulaiman hills (Dera Ismail 
Khan) where the fields are cultivated by aid of the water 
(and its fertilizing mud-deposit) from the hill-torrents, and 
each field has to be laboriously embanked. Indirectly, I 
admit, it may indicate a sense of tribal ownership — the 
individual right is not yet so fixed, that the periodical 
redress of inequality is impossible. 


§ 5 . Steps by which the ‘ Vesh ’ disap^pears. 

In other places, it is noticed that, besides the ^ vesh’ lands, 
certain plots were, on the ground of laborious clearing of the 
waste, or for some other reason, regarded as the ‘ qabza ’ or 
special possession of the holder, and were exempt from 
‘ vesh.’ This is a step towards permanent holdings. The next 
is when inequality begins to disappear, because long posses- 
sion results in careful cultivation, and perhaps in making 
improvements. When this occurs, a party in the village 
object more and more to the ‘ vesh ’ ; and it is first restricted 
in area, and the period deferred, till at last it is given up 
altogether. Finally came the British land-settlement, with 
its record-of-rights and maps; a ‘ wesh ’ cannot be kept up 
over the whole area without the trouble and expense of re- 
writing the records and perhaps making a new map each 
time the exchange occurs. This generally puts a finishing 
touch to the process of abandonment. The plan is, how- 
ever, still retained in alluvial lands, where there may be 
gain or loss from the river action or change in the moisture 
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of the soil, or other accident. The arrangement is then 
so natural that we notice it as a custom of landholding in 
other places, even where all other traces of an original 
tribal allotment have long disappeared. 

§ 6. Principle of Division. 

The principles of ^ wand ’ or division of lots are naturally 
various : sometimes, we have a ‘ khula-vesh ’ or ^ mouth- 
partition,’ by which everyone — man, woman, and child, is 
counted in the allotment ; so that a father of a family would, 
in the combined lot, have an area suitable to his wants, 
while a single man, or a childless pair, would have a smaller 
area. Sometimes the allotment is by the shares resulting 
from the inheritance custom and the place in the pedigree 
table. Sometimes we have other forms of division. I 
notice in one place a division, according to which the share 
of a man (asami) is reckoned at land for ten ploughturns 
(ghumao), while that of a ‘ horseman ’ is half as much again 
(fifteen ghumaos). In one tribal ‘ilaqa’ (il^a Sohan) in 
Eawalpindi, the same idea — of military rank determining 
the share — is also developed. Here each share is a ‘ horse,’ 
and it is subdivided for family purposes into four ‘ sum ’ 
or hoofs. 

In another place (B6ih in the Hazara hills) the lot or 
holding is called ‘ dogi,’ and each lot is subdivided for in- 
heritance-shares, into four ‘pair'’ or feet, and each ^pair’ into 
four ‘ kharsandi ’ or toes But a very favourite form of 
dividing is by marking out the land into narrow strips 
sometimes not more than two feet wide, and appropriately 
called ‘rassi,’ ‘ likhi,’ &c. (‘rope,’ ‘line ’). 

§ 7. Division in the vicinity of a River. 

Possibly the last-named sort of division originates near a 
rivers and if so, it is a natural plan, and is observable not 

’ Which is remarkable, as the natural sub-share would be to 
cattle having the hoof cloven, the each ^ pair ’ or hoof. 
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only on the frontier, but in other places also^. In the 
alluvial plain of the Indus above Attock (Eawalpindi dis- 
trict), for instance, we find these strips arranged at right 
angles to the river, the breadth being measured by the 
length of a ^chugga’ or goad used in driving oxen. As 
soon as 'the region of the river moisture is passed, the blocks 
will often run quite in another form — perhaps transversely 
to the other lines, — so that the eye can at once tell where 
the river-land ends. In the tract spoken of, the division is 
made afresh every year, and an exchange takes place 
accordingly. An exactly similar division (though I believe 
without any redistribution) is to be found in Ludiana dis- 
trict on the Sutlej^, in what is called the lower Dhaya 
tract, between the actual river-alluvium and the high land. 

It is obvious that if the lots were made by blocks or 
strips parallel to the river, the holding nearest the stream 
would be extremely precarious all along its length, and so 
perhaps would the second ; the third would be exceptionally 
good, because safe from erosion, but yet well moistened by 
percolation ; while the lot farthest from the river would be 
equally dry and indifferent in yield. By the simple pro- 
cess of giving a strip at right angles to the river (up to the 
limit of the moister zone on either side) everyone gets the 
benefit or the danger alike, since each holding will represent 
equally a sort of gradation scale of advantage from the small 
frontage liable to erosion, through every degree of moistness 
and fertility^^to the dry land beyond reach of river percolation. 

The strips are not necessarily demar- 
cated all along, but are marked out for 
cultivation by a simple expedient; a 
plough is driven diagonally across, as 
shown in the sketch. 

§ 8. Gradation of Rights in the Villages. 

In some cases we find the tribes exclusively peopling 
their entire ilaqa, either having driven out the original in- 

^ See for instance, the North- Hindu (Saini) villages in the Jalan- 
■Western Provinces, at p. 142, ante. dhar Duab. 

^ And so in certain low-caste 
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•habitantsj or reduced them to an inferior position ; but most 
probably they found the country unoccupied or abandoned. 
Then the families to whom the lands were assigned in lots, as 
well as the chiefs in their special holdings, became the pro- 
prietors ; dependants and camp-followers, who always 
accompanied the tribe, though in limited numbers, being 
always settled as inferiors or tenants. 

As regards the chiefs \ in some cases, very rarely, the 
chief of the whole tribe (Malik, Tumandar, &c.) has become 
the ‘ landlord ’ of a great estate ; in others he has retained 
merely two or three or more villages. Much more fre- 
quently he has become (apart from his personal holding 
or family rights) the overlord of a certain area, by 
grant from the State : he takes part of the revenue as a 
‘jagirdar’; or he has a Haluqdari’ allowance on the 
revenue, granted him in .recognition of his superior 
position, and to secure his services and influence. A num- 
ber of chiefs have, however, in the course of years, fallen 
out of count, or (possibly) their families have by partition 
dismembered an original estate ; and now they will appear 
as proprietary bodies owning single villages. In this state 
they may sometimes be found to constitute a body of 
superior owners or ‘ ’ala-maliks ’ over the now existing 
proprietary village. 

The process of super-imposition of one proprietary body 
over another is not uncommonly observed. The later body 
may have so reduced an earlier one as either to make the 
latter mere tenants ; or, if it has not come to that, then the 
original landowners are in the position called 'malik- 
qabza’ — in which, though regarded as owners of their 
individual holdings, they have no longer any claim to 
share in the profits or management of the whole village. 
This term was, I believe, invented in Rawalpindi (or in 
the North Panjd/b) to suit the circumstances there, re- 
sulting from the a;^propriation of villages by conquering 
chiefs and the local growth of leading families. Once 
in the village, the powerful new-comers assumed the right 
of dealing with the waste ; and what with bringing this 

VOL. II. T t 
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into cultivation for their own benefit, and also getting hold 
of many of the already cultivated acres, they soon reduced 
the rights of the original inhabitants to a shadow. As 
years passed away, this state of things became practically 
irreversible, except by the recognition of the peculiar rights 
spoken of. 

The Sikh regime did a good deal, in some places, to 
restrain this growth of landlord families; and yet it was 
good policy, and, indeed, a matter of necessity, to conciliate, 
in some way, the most prominent men. A certain number 
of the chiefs in Rawalpindi (for example) were made 
into ‘ jagirdars,’ allowed a certain portion of the revenue of 
their ilaqa, and were expected to aid the ruler with a 
tribal force of horse and foot. But many others were 
reduced to being what was locally called ' chaharami ’ — 
allowed, that is, to receive a fourth part of the revenue 
of certain villages. We shall notice presently the different 
application of this same term to a peculiar form of landed 
interest in the Ambala district. 

I have already remarked how strong among the frontier 
tribes, was the feeling of landlord rank ; they alone were 
the ^ inheritors.’ But circumstances often compelled them 
to admit other tribesmen, at least to the practical privi- 
leges of landholding. Thus, in Hazara, the tribal land- 
holders found it convenient to associate with themselves 
strong bodies of ‘tenantry,’ either fmen of the country or 
living beyond its borders, whom they induced to settle. 
This was especially the case on border-lands, where they 
placed fighting tenants called ‘ lak-band ’ (men with ‘ loins 
girded’); ‘and,’ says the Settlement OjQ&cer, ‘the great 
question was, not how much land the “ waris ” had, but 
how many hands served him There are also many 
instances where the tribal families were averse to handling 
the plough, or, at any rate, would only perform the lightest 
parts of agricultural labour with their own hands. To 
employ tenants or dependants in such cases was a matter 
of necessity. Naturally enough, many of these persons 

^ S, B.j Hazdira, p, no. 
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acquired strong rights^ partly in virtue of the sentiment 
wtichL attached to them as first clearers of waste, partly in 
virtue of promises made in order to attract and to retain 
them. And when, for a long time, the Sikh rule had 
prevailed and they had paid revenue direct, and on an 
equality with their landlords, and as, mox'eover, they had 
paid nothing (and could pay nothing) in the way of rent, 
they were regarded, under our Settlement, as entitled to a 
very strong tenant-right. 

We shall also frequently meet with other classes of 
tenants located by the landlord (and sometimes by a local 
governor, irrespective of the wishes of the landlord), illus- 
trating the universal strength of the feeling of right which 
attaches to the clearing of the waste and helping in the 
foundation of the village. Eeligious holdings at privileged 
rates are also common : the tribesmen encouraged Saiyads 
and other reputed holy men to settle among them, and 
frequently gave them freehold grants, known as ‘ seri,^ 
for their own support, or to keep up a mosque or a shrine 
(ziarat), these latter being especially numerous in the fron- 
tier districts. 


§ 9. Water-Shcires, 

But no account of the frontier districts would be 
complete without a notice of what I may call ' water- 
tenures.’ There are many parts of the dry hilly country 
where cultivation is dependent on a few streams that 
always contain water, and on torrents which only flow when 
heavy rain has fallen on the hills beyond, sufficient to fill 
the channels. Here it will be found that the water, and 
not the land so much, is the subject of careful partition, 
and of a regular tenure on well-understood shares. It has 
been observed of early tribal tenures in India, that it 
is not so much the boll that is regarded as the subject of 
ovmership as the ]}Toduce, This may be the case especially, 
where land is abundant and of little value until laboriously 
cleared of tall grass and jungle. A similar feeling regarding 
the uaier arises in cases where the land, without means of 

T t 2 
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irrigating it, would be absolutely useless. How far this con- 
sists with the feeling of territorial right indicated by the term. 
' wirasat/ or with the ideas entertained by conquering tribes, 
I do not attempt to determine. At any rate, in the case of 
the water-sharing customs in Banmi and other districts, we 
have a good instance of the principle. Chapter VI. of the 
Settlement Report of the Bannii District (Mr. Thorburn's) is 
devoted to describing the system and the terms used in 
that locality. The water-shares ^ are sold and mortgaged. 
When the Sikhs imposed a heavy tribute (locally called 
^ kalang ’) they found that some persons were able to pay 
more than others, and the sense of the people at once 
supported the members who were thus able to keep the 
enemy away, and they were regarded as proprietors of a 
proportionate area; and a redistribution of the shares in 
water-courses was made to enable them to cultivate and 
so keep up the payments. A mortgagee (in possession) 
who was obliged to pay tribute for his mortgagor, became 
proprietor, and therefore, as long as he could, the mortgagor 
himself endeavoured to pay the ' kalang.’ 

Where these water arrangements are perfected, there is 
no ‘ vesL’ Naturally, here, the reason for an exchange of 
lands ceases to operate. 

The principle of distribution depends on the amount 
of water available. When there is • more than enough, 
everyone extends his cultivation apcording to his means, 
and then gets water for the whole. But where the water 
is not superabundant, it is divided according to the inherit- 
ance-fraction which each holder represents in virtue of his 
place in the genealogical tree. 


^ The water-sharing involyes two 
different matters : one, the fixing 
of the shares of the water-supply to 
which each holder is entitled ; the 
other the regulation of the custom- 
ary means by which the water is 
distributed. The latter may be by 
'heads,’ one above the other, for 
leading off , the water from the 
stream ; oi by a system of dams and 
dykes by which the whole or part 
of the stream is turned for a certain 


time on to a man’s land, the dams 
being then broken down. Some- 
times dams are made of a certain 
height, so that when the water ex- 
ceeds a given depth the surplus 
must flow over the dam. 

These details are all printed in 
statements of water-custom in the 
Eecords, and are sometimes the 
subject of very troublesome suits in 
court. 
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Eyen wliere the water is superabundant, it is common to 
meet cases where the proper shares have been forgotten under 
the necessity for raising the largest amount of produce 
to pay the Sikh revenue-demand ; but the old shareholders 
still form a sort of committee of management on behalf of 
the mixed community, — mixed, that is, of the real ‘ waris ’ 
families and outsiders invited to settle in the territory and 
help to maintain the estate. 

When the water-supply is only just sufficient, the share- 
holders have the priority, and their privilege of having 
part of the labour of clearing water-courses, &c., done for 
them by the tenants and settlers, is enforced. 

If the water is scarce, the original founders’ families 
(those who excavated the canal, if it is a canal country) 
share strictly according to inheritance-rights. ^At most 
the water-lords regarded themselves as under a sort of 
moral obligation to give some water to lands whose owners 
paid a portion of the Sikh ^‘kalang” as long as these 
owners did an extra amount of canal labour 

Water-shares are in some cases (where the supply is very 
limited) sold quite independently of land. Thus, a man 
may have a piece of land dependent on rain only for its 
cultivation, and he may then buy a water-share, or do 
labour and service to acquire it. 

Naturally, such customs arise where cultivation by the 
aid of rainfall only is ^possible, but is so inferior as well 
as uncertain, that an irrigation- share is really the right 
which possesses the greatest value. 

Some peculiarities of water-custom in the tracts at the 
foot of the Sulaim^n hills wiU be noticed in giving the 
details of districts. 


^ Baimu S. E,, p, 95. 
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§ 10. Pre-emption a^nd other Customs. 

In this country generally we find the law of pre-emption 
in force, so that strangers may he kept out of the tribal 
groups. The management of affairs is conducted by 
councils of the heads of families, called ‘ jirga,’ and these 
bodies have been made use of in disposing of doubtful 
cases of crime under the Frontier Regulation of 1887. I 
have not found it described in exactly what relation the 
^jirga’ stands to the tribal chiefs but I presume the chief 
is a sort of president. 

The reader will also find instances among some of these 
tribes of a democratic ' spirit, under the influence of which 
no chief is recognized, and equal sharing is the rule in land 
allotment. 

It will also not fail to be noticed that though, in a 
certain sense, the area conquered by the tribe is ‘ common ’ 
to the tribe, so that every one submits to take his lot 
and to exchange it for another when the period for a re- 
distribution arrives; and though, in a few instances, the 
entire produce of a particular tract is raised by joint labour 
and is afterwards divided out to the shareholders, the 
common holding is of a peculiar and limited kind, and very 
soon gives way to holding in severalty, especially so where 
the ‘ vesh ’ custom has been dropped, or where circum- 
stances made it inapplicable from the first. In any case, 
there is nothing resembling what we call a /oiTiit-tenancy, 
where every co-sharer is regarded as in legal possession 
of ' the whole and of his own individual share.’ 

There is always some method of sharing, or more rarely 
of appropriation at will, within certain limits ; and when 
the cultivation of the holding involves labour in embanking 
or canal-cutting and maintenance, and in clearing the 
jungle, the idea of several enjoyment is soon, if not from 
the very first, fully entertained. There are very generally 
gradations of right, and the superiority of the original 
founders’ families, or of the first establishers of the village 
cultivation over the followers or outsiders admitted from 
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one cause or another, is strongly marked, even among such 
tribes as the Babars of Northern Dera Ismail Kban, who 
profess a perfect equality among themselves, and acknow- 
ledge no chiefs. 

I may now proceed to note a few peculiarities that 
strike a reader of the Settlement Eeports, district by 
district. 


§ II. Peshdwar, 

Here are mostly Afghan tribes, Mohmand, Khalil, Daudzai, 
Yusafzai, &c. They call their tribal lots Maftar.’ The inter- 
change between villages has long ceased, but the ^vesh’ of 
lands inside the villages lasted longer. 

The land was classified into ^ wands ’ or similar tracts, and 
there are a number of such wands for division purposes in 
each ^ tappa ’ or area occupied by a main division of a tribe. 
The village head is ^ Malik’ by title and the ‘tappa’ head is 
called ‘Khan.’ The village lots are ‘kandi,’ part in each 
‘wand,’ so as to get an equal distribution. The ‘kandi’ is, 
or may be, further subdivided into ‘ tal ^ ’. The actual share 
is called ‘bakhra,’ and the ‘kandi’ are contrived to contain 
100 ‘bakhra’ each. A peculiar measure, called ‘jarlb’ (lit. 
a rod or javelin), with subdivisions, is adopted for measuring 
land. 

I notice that the allotment is remembered as that of ‘ Shekh 
who was the chief who made it ; all the lots were equals 
and colonists who came with the tribes were admitted to 
shares 


§ lij. Eohdt 

One-half the district forms the great landlord estate of the 
Khattak chief, who is ‘ superior proprietor.’ The district was 
mostly conquered by the Khattak tribe and by the Bangash 
tribe who came before the sixteenth century ^ 

Here also we have the tribal ‘tappa’ subdivided into ‘kjbel,’ 
which have become the revenue ‘mauza’ or villages. The 
‘ ^el ’ blocks are usually large ; in the centre of each the vil- 

^ Throughout I prefer to leave or by the pedantic course of putting 
the vernacular term in the singular the vernacular plural, 
without obscuring it by adding an ^ Peshawar 8 . R.y p. 85. 

English to indicate the plural, ® Kohat 8. E., § 282. 
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lage site is fixed, and they are called by the name of some 
ancestor, as Nasrat-^el, Lodhkhel. See, The ]^el is here sub- 
divided into 'kandi’; the individual shares are ‘bakhra/but 
they are not equal, or ‘ mouth ’ shares (khula-vesh), but ances- 
tral. Observe here that in the two principal distinctions of 
sharing— the ancestral or inheritance shares, and simply jper 
capita , — we have exactly the distinction which among the 
^ Hindu’ tribes makes the difference between the ^pattldari’ 
(ancestral) and ^bhaiachara’ (equal lots in some form), using 
these terms in their original and strict sense. 

In the Marwat ilaqa, as in Tank, the ^ khula-vesh ’ or equal 
distribution per capita prevails. The Settlement Officer re- 
marks ^ ^ As the custom of vesh has gradually disappeared, the 
members of the village community have become full proprietors 
of these individual holdings. As a rule, the whole of the cul- 
tivated lands have been thus divided.’ He mentions that 
villages have sometimes (doubtless to increase their resources) 
started new ^ banda ’ or outlying hamlets, often cultivated by 
other tribes — ^Afridi, Urakzai, &c., — who have sometimes ac- 
quired occupancy-rights at Settlement. It is in this district' 
that mention is made of the custom of holding lands in ^ qabza ' 
— that is, outside of the lots subject to periodical re-partition^. 

Each proprietor has part of his lot in the different soil-areas 

vesh,’ ^ wand,’ &c.), which are invariably selected as the basis 
of division. Some common pasture-land is usually left, and 
where part of this is cultivated, the produce or rent is divided 
out among the proprietors according to their shares. In irri- 
gated villages, the water is divided in these same shares. 

But while the shares have been preserved in irrigated lands, 
those dependent on rain (barani) have become held on posses- 
sion only, — each man broke up more or less land according to 
his means, and the principle of the first clearer’s right gave 
him a claim to what he had so cultivated. The area of waste 
was large, and there was no jealousy about each man taking 
what he wanted. 

Indeed, I notice that in the case of one tribal section — the 
Sagri Khattak of Shakardarra who occupied a great broken 
and rough country, each family settled where it best could, 
and cultivated what it liked around the place fixed on ; there 
was no soil-grouping or allotment of defined areas. 


25, B ,, p . 87. 
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Tenants are Here employed and never farm-labourers. If 
a man cannot till bis own land, be employs a tenant whom he 
calls ^ cbarikar ’ or ‘ sbarik ’ (partner), and gives him seed and 
a plough, taking one-fourth of the produce on irrigated land, 
and more on rain-cultivation (the labour on the former is 
greater). 

§ 13 . Hazdra, 

We have here a different set of tribes, Swati or Tanawal in 
the north, Turin in the centre, and so on. There are also 
Awans, Jats, and Gujars in parts ; and in the hills adjoining 
Rawalpindi, Dund and Karral tribesmen. 

Each tribal ilaqa is strongly claimed as ^wirasat,’ and the 
non-proprietary residents are Haba’dar’ (subject). I have 
already mentioned the case of the associated strangers of other 
tribes (p. 642, ante). A portion of this district is fertile plain 
country, and here the Sikh rule made itself especially felt. 

As may be supposed, the Sikh system tended much to the 
levelling of all distinctions ; and the consequence of the ^ sub- 
jects ’ or outsiders having long borne an equal share in the 
burden of the Sikh tribute has been to give rise to a ^pre- 
scriptive right " (as we should call it), described by the term 
‘khad.’ An old proprietor might have lost his ancestral or 
birthright land and held other fields ; but the distinction 
between the prescriptive right and the birthright would appear 
when such a person, at the Settlement, offered to surrender his 
‘ khad ’ if restored to his ^ wirasat ^ On the other hand, if a 
man, not having an ancestral claim, had ‘held his land in 
direct relations with the (Sikh) State and free of the dominion 
of the old ^^w^ris,” he would put a further meaning on the 
term ^^khad,” and use it to express his right to resist the 
re-introduction of the old ‘^waris,” — or, in other words, his 
right to be himself treated as proprietor of the land in his 
possession.’ 

It is not surprising, seeing what conflicts there must have 
been between the old claimants and those who had so long been 
equally recognized — for the purpose of extracting revenue — by 
the Sikhs, that the Government wisely determined to entrust 
the discrimination of rights to a very capable Settlement Officer, 
and provided that, when a decision had been arrived at (subject to 


^ S'. E., Hazto, p. III. 
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the approyal and careful revision contemplated by law), the re- 
cord-of-rights should be absolutely final. That is the distinctive 
feature of the Hazara Settlement Eegulation. It is also this 
same circumstance that necessitated an extension of the prin- 
ciple under which ^ occupancy-rights ’ were conceded to tenants 
by the general Tenant Law of 1868, and led to the passing of 
a special Tenant Eegulation for Hazara. 

It may be noted that in this district we find the Afghan 
tribes distinguished by calling their holdings ^ daftar/ and the 
XJtmanzais by dividing the land into long strips (likhi). 

In the hill-villages there is a grazing lot (rakh) attached to 
each holding, which after a certain season is open to common 
grazing of the village. 

§ 14. Bdwal^indC 

This is properly a district belonging to the group we are 
describing, though part of it is much cultivated by Jats whose 
customs are of a different type to those of the comparatively 
recent tribes on the frontier. 

The hills to the east and north-east show the Diind and 
Karral tribes in occupation as in Hazara (which adjoins at this 
point). 

Among the tribes which conquered 41 aqas,’ the prominent 
ones are the Gakkhar, Jddra and Gheba (connected with the 
Slal of Jhang and the Tiwina clan of Shahpur district). There 
are also Path to tribes, and the ubiquitous Gujar, as well as 
Awans, who begin to muster strong in this region, and 
Khattars. 

The Gakkhar ^ clans, once very numerous, still exist in small 
numbers ; they established an overlordship over large tracts. 
Descendants of the chiefs now form the proprietary families 
owning villages : they are among the ^ Sahu,’ or gentry par 
excellence, and will not handle the plough. It is among these 
families that the share of the ^ footmen ’ and the ^ horsemen ’ 
were distinguished as already related (p. 639). 

The reader of the Eeport cannot fail to be struck with the 
power of holding together exhibited by these village bodies. 
In some villages families of different tribes settled together 
to present a common front against the difficulties of the time ; 

^ For an account of this tribe, first immigration, tb.e G-akkhars 
see Imi?. art. ^ India, ' vol.vi, seem to Lave been earlier than 

p. 186, As regards the time of their many of the frontier tribes. 
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and this feature is indicated when we find that the main divi- 
sions, Haraf ’ or ^patti/ are held by different tribes. 

Naturally enough the presence of conquering families esta- 
blishing themselves as overlords, in some cases led to the 
degradation of earlier bodies of proprietors. And thus arose, 
in some estates, a body now recognized as proprietary, while 
the rights of the 4 ayer’ below have been recognized (as in 
Hazara and in Gujrat) by the expedient of declaring them 
^malik-maqbuza.’ I have already made some remarks (p. 641, 
ante) as to how this came about. 

In a few instances the chiefs have become proprietors of 
estates containing two or three or more villages ; but rarely so, 
for the Sikh policy (like that of the Marathas) was to ignore 
overlords (who intercepted revenue profits) and deal direct with 
village proprietors, tenants, or anyone else, whom they found 
in actual possession. Nevertheless, they had to conciliate 
the chiefs, and while they allowed some of them to hold 
their villages in farm, they more often made them jagirdte, 
and then, gradually resumed the jaglr, left the grantees only as 
^ chaharamiV — i. e. entitled to a fourth part of the revenue as 
an allowance, but without any right over the land. In this 
way the growth of landlord estates (other than the village 
estates) was checked. 

I have to note in this district, that at the first Settlement, 
thirteen villages which were ^ pattidari i. e. enjoyed in 
severalty — voluntarily returned to joint cultivation, selling 
their grain to the Khatri dealers and dividing the proceeds. 
This is curious. Another effect of Sikh rule has been very 
much to upset the ancestral shares in villages, and in some 
cases to necessitate the introduction of new sharers (to take 
part of the burden) ; and such strangers were admitted to all 
privileges. In numerous cases where shares have fallen into 
abeyance, if the revenue is light, we find it distributed by lump- 
sums on each holding ; but then the profits will be totalled up 
and divided according to the extent of the holdings. In other 
cases the revenue is simply distributed according to the extent 
of the holding ; but in some according to the ancestral shares, 
though the holding does not in fact correspond to the share. 

The result of all changes as regards land-tenure, has been to 
show (1) a number of chiefs and others drawing a ^taluqdarl 
or ^chaharami^ allowance from villages that are not, in any 
other sense, their property ; (2) villages held by the original 
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(conquering) proprietors ; (3) persons admitted as co-sLarers ; 
(4) a number of old proprietors degraded by tbe conquerors and 
now called ^ malik-qabza/ either paying only revenue, or else 
a percentage fee as well. 

§ 15 . Bann^. 

This district contains several rivers, for here the Kuram and 
its affluents join the Indus. There are hill torrents and also 
canal irrigation by cuts from the river. The peculiar customs 
of water-sharing have already been noticed (p. 644, ante). The 
Banmichis are the principal inhabitants ; and though the district 
has known the rule of Mughal, Durani, and Sikh in succession, 
it has not been overrun, as some of the other districts have, 
since it lies off the caravan route between Kabul and Hin- 
dustan. 

In the Marwat hlaqa, some land is still subject to ^ vesh,’ and 
in such villages land is not Bold\ The ‘wand’ or division- 
groups of land of different sorts are allotted by ‘ khula-vesh ’ 
or equal distribution per capita* 

A large area of ^ kaehchi ’ or moist land along the river, is 
chiefly held by Jats, and the land-revenue system is the 
‘ fluctuating-assessment ’ described in the Chapter on Settle- 
ments. An interesting account is given ^ of some villages in 
this ‘ kachchl ’ tract, where the land has never been divided up 
into estates. The Sikhs consequently treated it as Crown land, 
and gave leases to applicants who were alloAved to cultivate, 
but who voluntarily paid to the Pathan and other previous 
conquering-settlers, a sort of rent called ‘ losha-tobra ’ (lit. 

‘ plate and grain-bag,’ i, e. grain for man and horse) or ‘khuti.’ 

§ 16 . Dera Ismail Khdn. 

This district is distinguished by the fact that the Indus flows 
through it from north to south, so that we have a trans-Indus 
tract and a eis-Indus tract. The former, in the north exhibits 
all the tribal features of the frontier (indeed, this is true of the 
north on both sides of the river). In the trans-Indus country, 
the ‘Daman’ or tract sJcirimg the Sulaimdn hills, is peculiar ; 
the land is only cultivated by the aid of the water which 
descends, during seasons of rain, from the hill torrents ; the 
terraced fields are carefully embanked (with great labour), 

^ Bannu S. E., p. 131. ^ Id,, p. 137, 
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channels are constructed to let the water from one terrace 
to another ; and the object is to collect the water on the field 
in a considerable volume and let it soak in. By virtue of this 
one soaking a crop is raised. 

In the rwer villages on both sides of the Indus, we find tenures 
closely resembling those of Sindh ; and they explain to us 
exactly how the conquering tribes established (what is here 
as in Sindh, locally called) a ^zammdari’ or overlord claim 
over large tracts of country — a claim which found expression 
in the exaction of a peculiar sort of fee or rent from the villages. 
At the present day this state of things appears to mark the 
decay of the tribal overlord’s power. The actual well-sinkers 
and cultivators form the real proprietary ; but still the force of 
custom inclines them to recognize the overlord and pay him 
a tribute or rent. The superior right is spoken of as the 
^wirasat zamindari.’ 


§ 17 . Northern Part of the District 

Noticing now the different parts of the district in succession, 
we begin with the north, where we find the land-groups as 
occupied by the tribes, or main sections of tribes, called ^had ’ ^ 
(not tappa). 

Among the Pathan tribes we find the ^had’ divided into 
cultivating lots, and outlying portions made over to tenants, 
whose rents are divided among the tribal families. 

The hill cultivation (above described) is naturally marked by 
some peculiarities ; the cultivator who laboured at making the 
embankment round the fields, if not the owner, is a tenant 
with fixed rights. As it is an object to prepare the land and 
sow the seed as soon as possible after the field has got its 
soaking from the torrent, large areas are undertaken simul- 
taneously by companies of ploughmen called ^halara,’ and the 
produce is divided according to ploughs ; but the person (or his 
representative) who made the embankment is allowed an extra 
share called ^mua-jora ’ (lit. the share of the dead yoke of oxen), 
on the fiction that this person also contributed the labour of a 
yoke of oxen to the cultivation, only that they are not among 
the living lot that actually prepared the soil, but had existed 
at a former time. Men who supply^ labour in repairing the 

^ Had is simply tlie Arabic for ‘ Boundary.’ 
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banks, keeping tbe channels in working order, &c., but have 
no cattle, get a smaller share, as ^nlm~wal,’ ^pao-wal,’ <&c. 

In this class may be mentioned the G-andapur tribe, who 
also cultiyate by the aid of the ' dagar ’ or torrent-water. They 
divide the land into ^nalas.’ I suppose (as ^ nala ’ is the com- 
mon word for a stream or torrent bed), that the main ravines, 
with the extent of land that can be terraced on either side, 
form natural divisions of territory. The tribe has six ^nala V 
and each is subdivided into 6000 Maddi’ or shares. But 
they have to alter the number, when the number of sub-sec- 
tions and families is such, that it will not divide evenly into 
6000 ; and then irregular shares or ^ kachcha daddf ’ result as 
well as ^pakka’ or full shares. The shares, as usual, consist 
of plots scattered all over the ^ nala ’ to secure equality of soil 
advantages. Among these people, as in some other parts, I 
notice that the cultivation is sometimes managed by a sort of 
mortgagee who makes a money advance, and cannot be ousted 
unless the advance is paid ojT; such a manager is called 
^ niawadar,' and he also gets an extra share (I suppose by way 
of interest on his advance, or for his trouble in managing) 
which is called ^mua-jora,’ a term I have already explained. 
It will be observed that here we have a case where there are 
no village gro'u^s. The whole is held in 36,000 single family 
shares, only divided into six ^ nalas.’ 

The Zarkanni families of another tribe call their shares ^ tal, ’ 
and divide the villages into lots for cultivation called ^dhar.’ 
The produce of the whole dJiar is divided into three lots ; (i) for 
the proprietor ; (2) for the cultivator ; (3) for seed, for the 
plough, and for ‘ kamiana ’ (dues of the village servants). The 
proprietors’ share is divided out according to the ^ tal ’ or 
shares. 

But the most interesting tribe remains to be noticed ; the 
B^bar tribe occupy about 1 80 square miles north of the Mian 
Khel. Here is a tribe thoroughly democratic, acknowledging 
no chief, ^and exceedingly impatient of any member of the 
tribe trying to exercise authority over them\’ Their method 
of allotting land is, as might be expected, by the ‘khula-vesh ’ 
or equal partition. 

The primary divisions are ^ biili,’ and these are divided into 
^ gandi ’ (or gundi ?), and this group is formed of a number of 


^ Dera Ismail S. R., p. 166. 
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separate ‘kJaula’ shares. ^Each now holds its lands 

scattered about in large lots all over the country,’ The water- 
rights are divided in the same shares, and are sold separately; 
so that a man may have a water-share and no permanent land ; 
but if he has the water, he has a right to turn it on to any 
plot of (unshared) Babar land that is not cultivated, and the 
land becomes subject to a sort of ^ servitude.’ 

It should be remarked that the Babars, democratic as they 
are, are yet exclusive, and ordinarily do not themselves culti- 
vate. The lands are often managed by labour-supervisors 
called ‘ mazduri-khor.’ Especially in outlying and easily 
attacked lands, these persons have obtained a hold, so as now 
to have been recognized as ‘proprietors of their holdings.’ 

§ 18. The Bet^ or Riverain Land, 

In the alluvial villages on both sides of the river, we find, 
as might be expected, that we are passing away from the 
special customs of what I have separated as the ‘Frontier 
Tract,’ and we find ourselves approaching the customs of the 
‘ Southern Eiver Tract,’ which closely resembles in its customs 
the Sindh province. But we are by no means out of tribal in- 
fluences ; the territories are still either those of tribes, or are 
colonies, started by heads of families who, for various reasons, 
migrated from their original homes. Thus the sons of G-hazf 
Khan settled in a portion of this district and became the 
ancestors of a number of village bodies. 

In the whole of this country where the ‘ had ’ are held by 
descendants of conquering tribes, we find the families holding 
the superior right ‘ ’ala milki'yat,’ over the cultivators, who are 
either conquered people or tribal dependants, or later colonists. 
All pay a fee called ‘ jhfiri^ ’ to the overlord families (who are 
said to have the ’ala or the ‘ zamindarf ’ right). 

Naturally in the great plains, and especially where the river- 
moistened land gives way to the ‘ thal ’ or extensive desert por- 
tion of the Boab, the ‘ had ’ limits are vague, and the ‘ villages ’ 
of to-day do not correspond with them, even where they were 
supposed to be known. 

We find here tenants who cleared the waste and are called 

^ So the word is written in. the the ^jholi' or ‘lapful’ of gram 
reports. I cannot trace it in any mentioned in some of the districts ? 
dictionary. May it be the same as 
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^ butf-mar^ ’ and bave certain privileges, thougb their right is 
not transferable. We find also that persons would settle, and by 
paying an ^ entrance fee ’ or ^ jhuri ’ (as well as the recurring 
proprietary due) would become ^ adna malik ’ or inferior pro- 
prietor. This status could also be held by members of the 
’ala-malik ’ body when they chose to cultivate, so that a man 
of the superior family might have his holding strictly accord- 
ing to the family share, as ’ala-malik, ^lus as much more land 
as he could manage, held on the ^ adna mffik ’ status (and 
carrying no right to profits of the estate at large). 

The ^ adna malik ’ was a valuable person, as without him, 
the superior landlords would never have been able to meet the 
demands of Sikh revenue-farmers and lessees^. The adna 
malik appears to have a sort of right to break up waste, and 
the superior cannot (by custom) refuse, unless he wants the 
particular plot for his own cultivation. 

I have already extended this notice to too great a length to 
enable me to do more than refer to the Settlement Mepori 
(pages 85-6) for an account of how, in the cis-Indus, the four 
sons of ^azi Khan started, -with all sorts of dependants, Jats, 
Biluchis, Sayyids, &c., and colonized the river lands. Holdings 
were apportioned among the settlers ^by the captains of the 
bands, in large lots.’ The original assignees of these lots 
became the ’ala-mAlik (zamfnd^ri right). But in the open 
countries more exposed to the direct power of the State 
officials, such superior rights in time became lost. The Euler 
would ignore them, as extending over an area far beyond 
what was apparently in possession ; and then to increase the 
revenue, he would not hesitate to grant some of the unoccu- 
pied land to settlers and cultivators, who, of course, were not 
bound to the original claimant. 

All these tenures are very interesting, because (if the student 
will turn to the section on Sindh), they show directly how the 
^ zamlndari ’ rights there described arose. 

^ Biiti— a bush or shrub, mar name of ' mushaMisadar ' (contrac- 
(from mama) to destroy or remove. tors for a ‘ fixed sum —as the name 

^ A class of these revenue-lessees implies). Such a lessee is always 
is spohen of in this district by the the worst of masters. 
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Section III. — The Southern Eivee Tract. 

§ I. Oeneml, 

The effects of former tribal settlements are still dis- 
cernible in these tracts ; but we hear less of iMqas, and 
shares, and sub-shares held by families of the same tribe. 
The original conquerors may appear in parts with a certain 
overlord right — ‘ 'ala milkiyat ' — but this, too, is less con- 
spicuous. The noticeable features of the country are, that 
cultivation here depends on the canals that carry water 
inland from the Indus or Sutlej (as the case may be), and 
on wells which are still sufficiently near the river to derive 
water from the subsoil. The desert beyond is uncultivated, 
or only casually cultivated on the fringe of the tract, where 
wells can still be sunk. This is the country of colonists, rarely 
or never forming communities. The modern village is no 
longer anything but an artificial creation for revenue 
purposes; the ‘well' or some group of lands watered by 
a canal cut is the unit of property. Where the over- 
lord right survives — I mean where it extends over a definite 
tract of land, and is not a mere superior right in a particu- 
lar holding consequent on arrangements presently to be de- 
scribed — it is usually a relic of some old tribal conquest : 
and if we could reconstruct the areas over which particular 
families acquired such a right, and the larger areas of tribal 
occupation, we should restore an earlier stage of society. 
It may be doubted, however, whether there was ever a 
general and widespread occupation and division as in the 
frontier districts^. I proceed at once to note the special 
features of the tenures of this tract, as illustrated in the 
different districts. 

§ Dera Ghdzi Khdn. 

The heads of tribes are here called Tummdar ; and though 
we find allotments of territory to the tribal families made by 

^ It will be remembered that we a small army under a chief makes 
may always have two kinds of tribal a local conquest, and th.e result is 
conquest. One where the immigra- only a limited overlordship over the 
tion is in sufficient force to people original inhabitants, 
a whole territory, the other where 

VOL. 11. ^ ^ 
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these chiefs, no compact communities are formed ; the nature 
of the soil and the limits imposed on cultivation by the neces- 
sity for a well or a canal-cut, make only small and independent 
farm holdings the rule. 

But we have still every indication that the principle of tribal 
settlement is remembered. And it is very marked in the 
tract of country between the hills and the river, known as the 
Pachad, Here we meet with some of the same kind of culti- 
vation as in Dera Ismail Khan — embanking the fields, that the 
soil may get a thorough soaking from the occasionally available 
water of the hill torrents. The custom of ^ vesh ’ does not here 
prevail, except in the northern frontier tahsll of Sangarh. 
Otherwise each allotted ovmer holds ^in complete indepen- 
dence.' 

Here tenants who make an embankment are privileged ; 
they are called 4athmar,' Throughout the district we see, 
once more, the strong influence of the feeling that some special 
right attaches to the person (whether tribesman or not) who 
has improved or cleared the land. 

Outside the region of hill cultivation, and towards the river, 
we find the tenant called in to clear the lands, known as 
^ miindi-mar ’ or ‘ buti-mar ^ (words having the same meaning 
— ^ mxindi ' is the stump or root, ^ buti ' is the shrub or bush^). 
In the Sangarh tahsll a tenant is put in possession of the land 
by the landlord tying the bushes into knots along the bound- 
ary of the holding^. The landlord's rent is made up of various 
payments; the names recalling the custom of Sindh. We 
have the ^lichh,’ or landlord's share ; a payment called ^ jholi ' 
(a • lap-full ’ of grain), and ‘ tobra ' (grain for the lord’s horse — 
tobra = grain-bag). 

In the level river country we find the ^ well ' or the ^ band ' 
(strip irrigated by a canal) as the unit, and this is commonly 
divided into eight ^bullocks,’ each ^bullock' into four ^sum' 
(hoofs), and the ^ sum ’ into smaller fractions. 

Proprietary right is often acquired by spending money or 
labour on the lands. 

The ^ kuh-mar ' or privileged tenant who sinks a well 

^ River lands are commonly forms dense jungles on the southern 
clothed with a self-sown and often river banks. 

dense jungle of ‘ pilchi " or tama- ^ « Jhiira-band ’ may be derived 
risk (Tamanx gallica) which comes from jhdr or jhar a bush ; but 
up as soon as the land consolidates. more likely from jhura a knot or 
The ^ban’ {Fo^pulus EuphraUca) also twist. 
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(adlilapi of Multan) is also known. And there are other 
varieties of tenants described in the Settlement Beport, each 
having a different name which merely denotes some feature 
in the agreement, as that the landlord finds the bullocks and 
the tenant the seed, and so on. 

Where the landlord lets land already improved, he gets in 
addition to the ‘lichh,’ a further share called ^anw^nda’ 
(=iiot wrought for), the share due to him for the labour or 
expense, not indeed borne at present, but incurred in the past. 
This was on the same principle as the ^ miia-jora ^ above spoken 
of b Throughout this tract the Grovernment revenue is called 
‘mahsul’ — ^whether grain or money. I have not heard any 
explanation of this peculiarity. In these districts the old 
division of grain was peculiar ; the whole lot was ^ khirman/ 
and this was divided into heaps, one for the ‘ mahsiil,’ and the 
other ^rihkam'* to be divided between the cultivator and the 
proprietor. In some places 1 notice that a heap (talla) was first 
put aside, which was a deduction from the grain that would go 
to the State and to the proprietor ; it being recognized that the 
allowance to the watchman, the weighman, and a few other 
charges paid out of this heap, were to be defrayed by the Govern- 
ment and proprietor jointly, while the other charges and allow- 
ances to village menials would come out of the ^ rihkam ’ (i. e. 
be paid by the cultivator and proprietor jointly). 

§ 3 . Muzaffargarh. 

This district, occupying the somewhat narrow triangular 
strip between the two great rivers, the Indus and Chinab, as 
they rapidly approach towards each other to their point of 
junction in the extreme southern angle of the province, is 
essentially a river district. The tenures resemble those of 
Sindh and of the cis-Indus portion of Dera Ghazi Khan, as 
might be expected. Indeed, Muzaffargarh was in the historic 
past held by the Samra and Sama Eajputs, of whom we hear 
in Sindh history. The Sikh rule, with its levelling tendencies, 
greatly aided in the reduction of rights to a common level ; but 
still we find traces of overlord families taking their ^ lichh ' (or 
landlord’s fee) from settlers. We find these settlers called 
^ Chakdar ’ as in Multan (under which district I have described 

^ Then the ' Chur^xt ^ or tenant- of— (i) the mahsul ; (2) lichh ; (3) 
at“Wili has to pay a rent composed anw^nda. 

V 
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them). Here again are ‘ biiti-mar ’ or jungle-clearing tenants ; 
and here too the landlord claims his ^ anwanda ’ in addition to 
other rent, when he lets land already improved/ to a tenant. 
There is therefore nothing special to occupy our further atten- 
tion. 


§ 4 . Multan* 

This is perhaps the characteristic district of the series ; his- 
torically it was also connected with Sindh. 

The cultivation is wholly dependent on the rivers, i. e. it 
includes actual sailaha cultivation (which is lightly flooded or 
moistened hy percolation), that on inundation canals taken out 
of the rivers, and that on wells sank as far inland as the perco- 
lation from the river extends. The district is surrounded by 
rivers ; on the north is the Eavi (just before it meets the 
Chinab) ; along the east runs the Chinab ; and on the south is 
the Gharra or Sutlej (combined streams of the Bias and Sutlej) 
which meets the Chinab in the south-west corner of the 
district. 

Throughout Multto we may find traces of the overlordship 
of certain higher families who either settled in particular 
places and founded the villages, or appear as overlord famihes 
in villages held by J ats and other castes. 

But probably these overlords (Sayyid Ma^dum, and Gar- 
dezi Sayyid, &c.) were never very numerous ; and the Jat 
cultivators and other settlers were able to hold their own. It 
is always the practice of superior tribes to call in the aid of 
outsiders, who soon obtain the ^ adna ’ or inferior proprietary 
position. In the days of the Sikh rule, when Biwan Sawan 
Mai was in power, this district was well governed, but still on 
the principle of dealing direct with the cultivators of all grades, 
owners and tenants alike ; accordingly, the State everywhere 
assumed the right to the uncultivated waste and the State 
officers dug canals wherever possible, and settled their own 
grantees on cultivating lots. Such cultivators were called 
(equally with tenants located by the landlord families) chakdar 
(i. e. ^ holder ’ of a chak or ‘ lot ’). 

The result is, that of the whole series of cultivating holdings 
which were formed or compacted at Settlement, by allotting 

^ But this word is also refeiTed to sunk bofoie cultiTatiou would be 
' chak / the woodwork of the Persian possible, 
wheel for a well, which must be 
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waste to eaclij into mauzas’ or villages — about 2 g per cent, 
are beld by landlord-families, and yg per cent, are groups of 
independent landholders without any common interest, except 
that of the waste which was given to them jointly. 

^In the tracts near the rivers,’ says Mr. Eoe^, ^the lands 
generally belong to Jat tribes, and here are found regular 
village communities, some of which still hold their land in 
common, whilst others have divided it, and in most cases have 
lost all trace of the original shares. Away from the rivers, 
the villages are generally merely a collection of wells which 
have been sunk in the neighbourhood of a canal, or in more 
favourable spots, on the highland. In these there never has 
been any community of interest, and in very many cases there 
is not even a common village site ; each settler has obtained his 
grant direct from the State, sunk his well, and erected his 
homestead upon it. Under our Settlements the waste land 
between these wells has been recorded as shamilat-dih ” (com- 
mon of the village), but originally the well-owners had no claim 
to it whatever.’ 

^But whilst this is the origin of many or most of the 
villages, there were other tracts where a particular tribe or 
family was undoubtedly recognized as holding a ^^zammdari ” 
or (superior) proprietary right over all the lands, cultivated or 
uncultivated.’ 

In short we have in Multan — 

{a) villages entirely held by members of the old conqueror 
tribes ; or by families the descendants of some former 
chief or State ohicer ; 

(5) villages held by various castes, outsiders admitted as 
settlers, &c., but old tribal families hold the superior 
title, levying a landlord-fee or ‘ haq-zammdanV and 
maintaining a right to the waste outside the inferior 
holdings ; 

(c) villages in which the chakdars (grantees and settlers on 
wells) have become independent, and the relics of a 
^ zamindari ’ family only retain a ‘ haq ’ levied from a 
fetv of the wells; they have also lost the right to the 
waste, which is recorded as belonging to the land- 
holders in proportion to the holding and revenue 


^ B. R, p. 39. 
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responsibility of each {hash rasd Wiewat^ as the revenue 
phrase is) ; 

{d) villages— groups of independent holdings where no 
zamindar exists or ever existed, or where such right 
has been completely lost. 

In the case of the villages where a ^ zamlndan " right sub- 
sists, the overlord’s right is represented by his taking from the 
inferiors a fee called ^ haq-zammdari ’ (which is over and above 
any rent taken from tenants of their own special lands). When 
strong enough, they levied besides this (as in Sindh), certain 
cesses called ^jholi,’ Mala,’ Hobra,’ &e.; and sometimes would 
raise their dues by insisting that the ^ maund ’ by which their 
grain-dues were paid, should consist of forty-two seers instead 
of the standard forty In the (rare) case of villages where all 
the holders were of ^ zanalndari ’ families, the head of the whole 
would collect the half-seer in the maund from the others as 
^ haq-muq_addami ’ or chief’s fee. But if there were settlers 
and outsiders, it would be collected from them and not from 
the landlord family. 

Sometimes a village body would find it convenient to place 
themselves, by a fictitious sale or transfer, under the protec- 
tion of a more powerful Mammdan’ body, and this transac- 
tion was called ‘hathrakhai’ (putting under the hand). In 
some cases such protectors absorbed the actual proprietary 
right, and the protected then sank to the level of tenants. 

The ^ zamindars ’ (as I have already indicated) used to call in 
the aid of outsiders, called ^ chakdar,’ and the same name was 
also given to grantees who were located by the State officers. 
But even these grantees, in the neighbourhood of a powerful 
zamindar! village, would find it politic to conciliate the land- 
lords by paying a ^jhuri’ or Miropa,’ — a sort of fee purchas- 
ing their favour and countenance. The chakdar, subject to pay- 
ing the revenue (mahsul) and this fee, became proprietor of his 
holding or Mdna malik®.’ 


' B. B.j p. 45. This aggressive 
tendency of the overloi’d will be 
noticed as finding expression in 
the same form, again and again, 
in other parts of India, 

^ The fee spoken of was usually 
paid by way of an installation fee, 
and there was the * haq[-2ammdari ' 
besides ; the latter being usually 


half-a-se< 5 f in the mmmd of pi'oduce. 
It was at first supposed (and is so 
stated in the first S, that a chak- 
dar could be got rid of by repaying 
him the costs of his well and ex- 
penses of establishing the cultiva- 
tion j but this was since recognized 
to be a mistake. 
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In the south-west of the district, the custom of ‘adhlapf^ 
begins to appear. This was a modification of what I may call 
the ^ chakdari ’ tenure ; under it, a settler undertook to sink 
a well, becoming owner of half the well (i. e. well and land 
watered from it), while the landlord acquired the other half. 
Or sometimes the ^ adhlapi'd^r ’ would have a right of occu- 
pancy as tenant on the proprietor’s half also— paying the 
revenue and a rent besides. 

In the south-east another custom is known ; here the settler 
or tenant sinks the well, but the ^ zamindar ’ remains owner 
and in possession, the well-sinker getting a certain payment 
known as ' kasur-sil-chah ’ (= fractions of produce for the 
bricks of the well). And the well-sinker himself was called 
^ kasfirkhwar (or kasurgior)— the eater of the fractionsh 

Sometimes a ^ chakdar ’ or settler instead of sinking the well 
himself, gives his land to a tenant, who sinks the well : in that 
case the tenant pays the revenue (and the overlord’s haq, if 
there is one) and takes his own share as manager and capital- 
supplier ; and therefore the chakdar only gets a small remain- 
der, called also his ^kasiir,’ In the Settlement such pei’sons 
were regarded as inferior proprietors, and the Settlement was 
made with them, the chakdar being recorded as entitled to his 
^ kasfir ’ in kind. 


§ 5. Jhang. 

Jhang is a district which, though dependent on the rivers 
and on wells sunk in the vicinity of the moist region, exhibits 
the characteristics of the ^ Eiver Tract,’ in which I have placed 
it, less prominently. The cultivation and occupation of land 
is along the rivers only, the rest is desert — at least till some 
great canal work in the future makes it otherwise. Of the 
cultivation, 30 per cent is ^ sailab^,’ i. e. on soil moistened by 
the river directly ; 69 per cent is ‘ chahi,’ dependent on wells 
which derive their water from percolation ; only i per cent is 
casual cultivation, dependent on rain, when there is any, and 
this is very precarious. 

The Siyals are a tribe which hold a large proportion of the 
land along the left bank of the Chinab, from below Chiniot to 
the Edvi junction. 

The Settlement Officer remarks that the people are settled 
^ Hasur is tke plural of the Arabic * kasr,' a fraction. 
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on separate ^ wells ’ — e. holdings with a well on them ; in a 
few cases there is an overlord family claiming its ^haq.’ But 
no trace of division and allotment of territory remains. Neither 
under the Siyals nor under the Sikhs, were there any village 
estates with known or demarcated boundaries \ 

In this district we again notice the ^ hathrakhai ’ custom in 
a somewhat different form. Here the ‘protector’ became 
answerable for the revenue and for profit and loss on the land, 
and so gradually crystallized his interest into a practical tenure 
of the land, consoling the old proprietor with a share or a 
‘malikana’ payment. This ‘hathrakhai’ right is heritable 
and transferable, but the holder cannot demand partition ; 
only his share of the produce is his own \ 

Settlers like the adhlapidar and chakdar of Multan are here 
called ‘ taraddud-kar ’ (adopting the Perso- Arabic term for agri- 
cultural improvement). But there are many varieties of tenant- 
agreement I The tenant, under some of the forms, gains such 
privileges and position, that it is difficult to say whether he is 
or is not proprietor of the whole or part of the well ; the test 
is whether he is entitled to claim partition ; if so, he is a co- 
proprietor ; if not, he is in the inferior position, fio matter 
what his privileges or his freedom from rent-payments!' ^ 

In a district so situated, it may be well imagined that ai the 
Regular Settlement, it not only became necessary to fix boun- 
daries and constitute the villages, but to determine what rights 
were to be recognized as proprietary, and what were not ; for the 
Sikh rule had ignored such distinctions, apparently already faint, 
and took the revenue-share from the actual cultivator, leaving 
landlords, or those who claimed to be such, to get what recog- 
nition they could in the shape of fees or rents. It was, as 
usual, a question of survival and practical recognition by cus- 
tom. In the Jhang and Chiniot parganas there was more 
semblance of village gi'ouping ; in other places, mere scattered 
wells. The Settlement Officer selected the principal ‘ hamlet ’ 
or group of residences, and made this the nucleus of the 
‘ tillage ’ ; then an area of waste was allotted to it, and thus 
an estate formed^. 

^ Jhang S. B., p. 64. happened under the Native Govern- 

^ In this case the was ments, remarks * There were na- 

called taluqdar. turally no defined estates, and the 

» See S'. B., p. 67. mauzas in the summary Settle- 

* The first Settlement Officer (Mr. ment, were merely parcels of land 
Monckton), after stating what had paying revenue under one denomin- 
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§ 6. Montgomery, 

This district was originally called Gugaira, but on the 
removal of the chief station to a more convenient site on the 
railway line^ the station and district were called Montgomery 
in honour of the late well-known and lamented Lieutenant- 
Governor. The country is so largely composed of vast tracts of 
dry ^jungle ’ that there is little to be noticed in it, beyond some 
curious habits of cattle-grazing among pastoral castes who 
establish temporary camps (rahna, bahna, or jhok for camels) 
in the prairie. The canals from the rivers on the north-west 
and south-east sides are modern, and the villages are recent. 
But what old cultivation was established near the rivers was 
due to tribes of Kajputs who are traditionally said to have 
returned from Hastinapura at the first defeat of the Rajputs 
by the Mughals : they fled to Sirsa and eventually came here. 
They established landlord villages, the major part of which 
are pattidan or held on ancestral shares to this day. 


Section IV. — The Centeal Disteiots. 

§ I. Districts intermediately placed. 

On leaving the ‘ Frontier Tract,’ and before reaching 
what I may call the Central Panjab districts, we pass 
through the country about the Salt Range — the districts of 
Jihlam and Sh^hpur. And these (especially the former) 
have a certain affinity with the frontier districts, repre- 
senting a transition between them and the rest of the 
province. I shall therefore devote a few remarks to them ^ 
separately. As to the Central tract generally, when we 
come to the districts of the plains from the Jihlam River 
or the Chindb (say) to the Sutlej, and, indeed, beyond it, 


at ion, but with no fixed principle 
for their union. G-enerally, there 
would be one principal village 
fplaco of residence) by which the 
name of the maMl (group assessed 
with one sum of revenue) would be 
distinguisbed, with subordinate 
hamlets and outlying wells often at 
a great distance.' 

All had to be re-arranged, and 


reasonable areas to be recognized as 
villages : in the course of time the 
waste would be brought under culti- 
vation, and the village would thus 
begin to grow into a real commu- 
nity. The allotment of waste, 
where the soil is culturahle, is always 
an important factor in building up 
a village, if the character of the 
people is suitable. 
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•w© leave the country which was the scene of the immigra- 
tion of comparatively recent (Muhammadan) tribes, and 
find ourselves among a mixed population, representing 
much older tribal locations, among whom are intermingled 
other subsequent settlers, as well as village bodies origina- 
ting with the family of some single founder or adventurous 
seeker of land. The origin of these tribes has been stated 
(p. 6i 1 seq.) in a general way. We no longer are able to trace 
the same phenomena of tribal lots still locally distinguished, 
or of tribal redistribution of holdings. The language, too, 
changes ; for as soon as we come to Eawalpindi, it is the 
Panjabi dialects, not Pashtu or Biluchi, that are spoken. 

Again, it will not have escaped notice that the tribes 
in the frontier districts are limited, local, and comparatively 
modern ; while the central Panjdb is marked by the greater 
abundance of tribes which are not only older in time, but 
also have a much wider distribution. No one, for example, 
has heard of the Gandapurs outside Dera Ismail Khan : 
but the various families of Jats, Kdjputs, Giijars, and even 
the Aw^ns and some others, are not only known all over 
the province, but throughout Northern India, and even 
beyond. There is at least one Jat state in Kajput^na, 
and Gujars and Jats conquered as far as Sindh and Northern 
Bombay. 

But though the Jat and Giijar areas are so widespread as 
to suggest a considerable tribal settlement, many other 
groups of villages found among them, are (by credible 
tradition) the result, not of clan or tribal conquest, but of 
the multiplication of single adventurous individuals, or, 
perhaps more commonly^ of families (comprising a father 
and sons, or two or more brothers and cousins), who, 
pressed for land, or in a mere desire for change, had 
wandered off from their original homes — far distant, and 
resettled in the districts ^ where they are now found. 

^ Indeed, it is quite necessary to assi,* or similar evidence of a tri- 
caution the reader against too bal kingdom, its origin is hardly 
hastily concluding that every group doubtful. But very many groups 
of Jat or Bd-jput villages is a relic are simply due to expansion from 
of a fribal settlement. Where we one or two villages. A pai’ty of 
can trace the existence of the ‘chaur- adventurer brothers, fixing their 
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In the case of tribal movements of Jats or even of 
Eajpnts, I have already noticed the fact that whatever 
organization (if any) the people may have had of Eajas 
and (g'^tas^“fendal) chiefs, these have long disappeared or 
melted away. We have now rarely any traces of original 
plans of division or allotment, or of chiefs’ and Eajas^ 
estates : and there are cases where we have what might 
be supposed to be the special area of a tribal settlement, 
but they are really the result of later movements, and of 
expansion from small centres. We have everywhere, how- 
ever, gi-oups of descendants forming strongly proprietary, 
coparcenary, bodies, holding village estates. We have no 
instance in these districts, of hereditary EAjas surviving the 
Muhammadan conquest as ‘ taluqdars ’ or ‘ zammdars,’ and 
becoming great landlords, crushing out the rights of the 
village cultivators, and reducing them to being tenantry. 

The difference between the districts which I have sepa- 
rately described as the * frontier tract,’ and those now under 
consideration, being thus generally stated, I may leave the 
further establishment of the difference to the illustrative 
facts selected from the district reports to which I at once 
proceed. 


§ Jililam, 

This (and the next) are the districts which I have spoken of 
as forming a kind of link between the frontier and the Pan jab 
proper. If we look at the return (Appendix VII) in the last 
Settlement Report (Mr. Thomson’s) we shall observe that, 
while out of a total of 979, only 47 villages are shown as owned 
by single or joint landlords, and 74 (^f the same class) are held 
in severalty, 858 villages are called ‘bhaiachara,’ which, as I 
have already explained, means that either the villages are 
mere aggregates of cultivators without any natural bond, or 
(more probably perhaps) are distinctly landlord communities, 
only that the tribes were of that equal or ^ republican ’ consti- 

home in a certain place, will often lages, who may or may not remem- 
be found, in a few generations, to her their common origin, 
be represented by a host of grand too, a large parent village thiows 
and great-grandsons and collaterals, off hamlets, and these grow into 
forming quite a little circle of vil- villages ultimately separate. 
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tutioa wHch resulted in an equal division and a several fold- 
ing, which, was what originally gave rise to the term ^ bhaia- 
charA' I am not aware of any special causes which operated 
on a large scale, to break down shares that were once on an 
ancestral principle. 

It seems probable that originally all this country was occu- 
pied by the non- Aryan tribe of Takkas or Takshakas, of whom 
we have already spoken. 

That the Takkas were afterwards overcome by and mingled 
with Aryan tribesmen, seems to be indicated by the existence, 
in this locality, of a Eajput (or half-blood Eajput) king called 
Porus (Purusha), whose defeat by Alexander is matter of 
history. Janjua Eajputs still have villages in the district, as 
well as Awans and Khokars (tribes of the same stock). 

In that part of the Jihlam district which adjoins Eawalpindi, 
the Ghakkars (p. 650, ante) obtained the overlordship of some 
estates ; but the Awans held a distinct tribal territory (in 
Tallagang tahslP). 

The Settlement Beport speaks of the tribal hlaqa being still 
known ; and we have here traces of the ‘ chaurassi ’ — group of 
eighty-four contiguous villages — sure sign of a tribal settle- 
ment, or at all events of the existence of a government of some 
conquering clan on what we may call the Aryan system^. 
It maybe in eighty-fours, — chaurtoi, — or half that, the ^be 
alisi ’ (forty-two ) ; or the ^ chaublsi ’ group of twenty-four. 
We find similar traces in the Lahore and other districts. 

In the Jihlam district I find it noted that ^ it is the custom 
for the Ghakkars and other superior tribes to live in a large 
central village with all the village servants, while the Jat 
cultivators build small hamlets (called ^dhok’ or ^chak’) of 
from one to twenty houses, all round.’ In the process of time, 
and under the Sikh revenue-system, these became separate 
estates. 

In this district also the Settlement Beport remarks : — 

^ The column for the total area shows some villages which 
are small counties. As they are hona.fide single estates, held 
by one joint and undivided proprietary body ; their size is 
really very great. Lawa contains over 90,000 acres and ex- 
tends over four miles by sixteen. Thoha has nearly 50,000, 

^ Mentioned in the ^Ayin-i-Ak- ^ See vol i. Chap. IV. p. 179, 
Ibari/ as the ‘ Mahal Awin^n.’ note ^ 
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and is ten miles by twelve. Kundwal, again, stretches for 
nine miles and contains 35,000 acres. Another great village — 
Lilli — is now split up into four independent villages, but it was 
once all one and contained 22,000 acres. The people are all 
descended from a common ancestor^ There are a number of 
other villages also, each with above 10,000 acres. 

Altogether, we have sufficiently strong evidence that this 
district, after being held by Takkas and Eajputs, was overrun 
by Ghakkars and Awans and Khokars, and that their ruling 
chiefs held tribal districts (ilaqa), which have gradually, but 
not uniformly, dissolved into separate villages ; and that the 
district closely resembles, in the development and circum- 
stances of its tenures, that of Eawalpindi. 

§ 3 . Shdhpur, 

This district is in part formed by the Salt Eange valleys and 
tablelands with their abrupt cliffi-like sides, and in part con- 
sists of the almost desert plain between the Jihlam and the 
Chinab desert, that is, at a limited distance from the river 
bed and the continuous system of small inundation (and also 
perennial) canals taken out of the rivers for a short distance 
inland. These canals seem to be mostly confined to the 
Jihlam Eiver in the north-west of the district. 

A number of ^ Eajput ’ clans (converted some few centuries 
back to Islam) and now distinguished as Gondal, Jhamat, 
Makhan, and Tiwana, are the conspicuous landholding clans. 
The Tiwana chiefs held a commanding position and still own 
considerable estates. The villages are strongly landlord, 
though, owing to the effects of Sikh rule, the old shares 
became lost and the cultivator’s possession became the mea- 
sure of his right. The different sections of the estates are 
distinguished as ^ tarf,’ or locally ^ varhi ’ (a word, by the way, 
implying Hum’ or Hhange’). 

^On the dissolution of the Mughal empire,’ writes Captain 
(now Colonel Sir W.) Davies^ Hnarchyfor a long time pre- 

^ Compare the ease of Jat villages diate milage grouping (cf. p. 654, 
noticed fin this chapter) in the sec- ante), or else where a small group 
tion on lioMak (post), and see vol. i. settled on a wide vacant space and 
(Jhap. IV. p. 112. Compare also, afterwards expanded and multi- 
voL ii. p. 135 (Horth-West Pro- plied. Thus one great estate (or 
vinces). Wo have here instances, one great village, if we so please to 
where either a clan divided its call it) is formed, 
entire area at once into ultimate ^ Sh^hpur S. J?., p. 105. 
family lots, without any interme- 
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vailed, during which the country became the theatre of in- 
cessant fighting of tribe with tribe, varied by incursions of the 
Afghans.’ ' To this succeeded the grinding rule of the Sikhs, 
when, as has been truly remarked, the tendency was rather to 
abandon rights— symbols more of misery than of benefit— than 
to contend for their definition and enjoyment ; and if these 
causes of themselves were insufficient to weaken the strong 
ties that bind the peasant to the soil of his fathers, the occur- 
rence at times of famines and other calamities would concur in 
bringing about the result/ 

It is noted that the ' tarf,’ ^ patti ’ (or ' varhi ’) that are remem- 
bered have not been acted on for generations, and that since 
annexation, generally, the revenue and profits are distributed 
by a rate fer bigha or a rate ^ plough.’ 

§ 4. G^ijrdt 

In the adjoining district of Gujrat, the state of things was 
very similar. We hear again of the ancient families (once 
conquering tribesmen) describing their right in the land as 
‘wirasat,’ and we find chiefs partly acknowledged by the 
Sikh ruler, but only with the ^fourth,’ or ‘chaharam’ allovr- 
ance already mentioned in the Edwalpindi district. 

The ‘ Chib ’ clan of Kajputs (though never very numerous) 
appears once to have conquered and held as overlords a con- 
siderable area. They held together under a system of govern- 
ment by chiefs, evidently the regular system of R^jpuMna. 
The Settlement JRejoort of i860 notes that the tribal territory 
was organized into four major divisions called by them 
^ mandi ’ (or mandi ?) and six minor divisions or ^ dheri.’ They 
had, in fact, four greater chiefs ruling the larger areas and 
called *Eai’ — (which term is still in use as a title of distinc- 
tion all over Hindustan). The smaller estates were ruled by 
chiefs called ^ Thakar ’ {thukJcer in the original report), a teim 
which recalls the ^ Thakur ’ of other parts. 

The Eai’s estate extended over twenty-two (or twenty-four ?) 
villages, the ^thukker’s’ over twelve, and there was a EajA 
over the whole (he is not mentioned as having any special 
territory or ^khalsa’ of his own: it is however obviously 
possible, if not probable, that he had). The general resem- 
blance to the usual 'ancient Hindu’ organization is marked. 
The ruling chiefs have long since ceased to hold the position ; 
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but certain families, now peasant-proprietary bodies, remem- 
ber that their ancestors had the title The Chibs, it is 
said, survived in their kingdom till Ranjlt Singh broke down 
their power ; as usual, the chiefs are now represented by de- 
scendants who form the ^proprietary-communities owning single 
villages in a limited area. Here also, we find that the over- 
lord families have become intermingled with settlers and 
dependents, • and their once exclusive privileges have been 
much impaired ; the effect of the Sikh rule and of Pathan 
incursions has been (as usual) to reduce rights to a common 
level. ^ Kesponsibilities/ writes Mr. Tupper'^, Svere imposed 
on the (village) founder’s kin, and on immigrant outsiders, in- 
differently. Under our Settlement an attempt was made to 
adjust the different classes of rights (for the old proprietors 
would endeavour to reclaim everything, while the settlers, 
conscious of long having borne an equal burden of exaction 
and toil with them, would claim equality).’ The result was 
that (as in Kawalpindi) the tenants and settlers who, though 
clearly not founders of the village, had obtained a strong pre- 
scriptive position, were recognized as ‘ malik-qabza ’ (or ^ m4lik- 
maqbdza’) proprietors in full as regards their own holding, 
paying no rent or service, but yet not entitled to share in the 
waste, or in the profits of the estate at large, or to any voice 
in its general management. 

1 must here call attention to an interesting map adapted 
from the Settlement Beport (Col. Waterfield’s), showing how the 
different tribes once occupied the district. To simplify matters, 
I have united under one tint, all the clans (got) of the same 
tribe {^aum) which the original map separates. Only in the 
case of the Eajputs I have separated the GMl) (brown) from the 
other Eajputs, in order to show how the Chib rule broke up 
and resulted in scattered village estates. It will be seen how 
a great part of the district is held by various clans of Gujars 
(Kath^na, &c.) and by Jats (Yarmch, Tarar, Eanja, Gondal, &c.). 
The Gujars it was who gave their name to the district — 
Gujr^t. 

^ See Gujrat S, R,, of i860, § 67. gives the whole of the interesting 

2 Panidh Customary Zaw, vol. ii p. correspondence regarding the pro- 
31. (5 vols., Calcutta, 1881, printed posal to record, at Settlement, Codes 
forG-ovemment). This book abounds of Tribal Custom (see 'p 566 ante). It 
in valuable evidence of the origin contains also valuable and interest- 
of PanJ^b villages in tribal settle- ing introductory essays by Hr. 
ments, and otherwise ; while it Tupper himself. 
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The disturbing causes above alluded to are indicated by the 
number of villages that have lost their original ancestral 
shares^ and adopted some form of holding on the basis of de 
facto possession. Out of 1430 estates, 980 are returned as 
belonging to this class. But here the misleading nature of the 
term ^ bhaiachara " once more appears ; for all these villages are 
not ancestral estates whose ancient share-system is passing, or 
has passed, out of memory ; the Settlement Bejoorts refer to the 
troublous times of Ahmad Shah Durani, for the origin of some 
villages, when it is believed that many distinct cultivating 
groups collected together for defence ; and so these ^ villages ’ 
retained an aggregate form, in which there never was any 
common holding or principle of sharing at all ; all are how- 
ever confused under the one heading. 

§ 5 * Gvfrdwwdla and Sidlkot 

These districts have had a history in all appearance similar 
to that of Grujrat ; they occupy the upper part of the Eichnab 
Doab, adjoining Gujrat on the south-east. We find a number 
of tribes holding limited areas, which were originally tribal 
Haluqas,’ and these afterwards were appropriated by Sikh 
chiefs ; and when these were in turn reduced by Eanjit Singh, 
they became administrative subdivisions in the ^ khalsa ^ or 
Sikh royal demesne. 

These village bodies give various accounts of themselves : in 
many, if not in most cases, though they are Eajput, they are 
not relics of what I may call the first or original Aj-yan 
(Eajput) immigration into India ; they represent a later or re- 
turn settlement and colonization ; their tradition states that the 
founders had come to Grujranwala from ^Hindustan,’ Bikanfr, 
Delhi, &c. 

In G-tjjrawala the villages are mostly of Eajput clans; 
thus we have sixteen villages of Dhotar, twenty of Sekhu, 112 
of Chlma (said to be Chauhan Eajputs), forty-one Yaraieh^ (call- 
ing themselves Siiraj-bahsl (or Solar) Eajputs), and eighty-one 
villages of Chatta Eajputs. These latter illustrate, what I have 
before remarked, that groups of villages are not always the 

^ Observe tbat tiere tbe Var^ich have lost caste by mixed marriages 
clan calls itself Rajput ; in Oujrat or in other ways, and that the line 
it ranks as Jat. This is one of the between Jat and Rajput is very 
many indications that some of the difficult to draw. 

Jats at any rate, are Rajputs who 
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result of a conquest by whole clans or tribes. The story of 
the Chatta family is well told in Sir Lepel Grifidn’s Punjab Chiefs, 
They claim to be Chauhan Eajputs. One Chatta — said to 
be a grandson of Eaja Prithi Chand — gave origin (in the tenth 
generation) to one Dherii (or Dhirii), who came from ^ Hindu- 
stan’ and settled in a village called Sidhkot. He married 
twice and had eighteen sons ; these all separated and were the 
ancestors of the proprietary bodies who now own eighty-one 
villages. They formerly had recognized chiefs of the different 
branches, but these were reduced by Eanjit Singh, and have 
disappeared. Then, again, in the barren prairie country about 
Pindi-Bhattian, a clan of the Bhatti tribe came from Bhatner 
(in the Cis-Sutlej Patiala territory) and, after working for a 
time as graziers in the ^ bar ’ country, founded eighty-six vil- 
lages, of which Pindi-Bhattian is now the centre. 

There are also 132 villages of the Yirak tribe, who say they 
came from the hills of Jamu, and, if so, may possibly repre- 
sent, either in a pure or mixed form, the earliest Eajx-)ut set- 
tlers in the Horth. 

In this district a much stronger ancestral feeling, and the 
preservation of a scheme of shares in the estates, is observable. 
The villagers at Settlement sought to re-establish their pedi- 
gree tables and account for holdings that had (inevitably) been 
granted to persons not of the founder’s kin, by gift, sale, and 
other forms of transfer. It is also noteworthy that here, 
in no less than 595 estates held on well-established shares, 
where the holdings had ceased to correspond to the shares, 
there was a voluntary readjiistment ; in no less than 389 eases 
there was a surrender and equalization made gratuitously, and 
in 206 cases, those whose holdings were deficient got addi- 
tional lands made over to them out of the common waste. 
There are three principles of sharing — 

(1) by shares in wells ; 

(2) pure ancestral shares, i.e. fractions resulting from the 

law of inheritance and the place in the pedigree 
table ; 

(3) the real old ^bhaiachara’ of the Horth- Western Pro- 

vinces— lots made up of bits of each kind of soil, or 
bhaiach^a-bfghas i as they would- be called in Benares) 
though not known by that name locally \ 

^ See Table at p 65 of Kisbet's Gujranwala 8 . R, 

VOL. II. X X 
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In SiALKOT we have much the same features, though here we 
find Jat tribes co-existing with Eajputs and showing an 
undeniable connection. For while we have Manha and Baju 
Eajputs sang, we have also Bajwa Jats ; and here also 
Varaich Jats, though in Gujranwala the Yaraich are Eajputs. 

I have nothing special to add about Sialkot except to call 
attention to Mr. Ed, Prinsep’s description of the changes that 
villages undergo. First, we have the tribes or families settling 
and adopting existing villages, or planting new ones in the 
waste. Then they divide, on ancestral or other customary 
shares ; lastly, the shares are gradually upset, and possession 
becomes the measure of right^. However, the last ^ stage’ 
seems to have been reached less frequently in Sialkot than 
elsewhere, for, taking the bhaiachara of the returns to 
be used in its extended signification of villages ^ held on 
possession only,’ I find that only 633 villages are in this form, 
against 2049 divided on shares and 106 still held undivided. 

Here, too, the landlord families seem only occasionally 
to have allowed outsiders to acquire shares in order to 
meet the burden of Sikh assessment ; and we hear of 
a class of tenant — only a tenant— called ^ hissachuk ’ — one who 
^ takes up {chuknd) a share’ ijiissa) of the revenue-burden. 
From old times, tenants were classed as ^vasi’ (or Wasi’) 
(resident) and ^ pahi ’ (non-resident). A tenant employed for a 
single harvest is locally known as ‘ opra ’.or ^ uprahu ’ — a term 
which I have not met with elsewhere. 

§ 6 . Lahore — Amritsar — Oi^irddsprur. 

In these districts there are many Jat villages distinctly pro- 
prietary, as shown by their claiming village dues like ^ atrafi ’ 
and ^ thdna-pattf ’ (house tax and other fees) from non-pro- 
prietors. But in all districts the ^ bhaiachara ’ form of tenure 
is common, and a number of the villages may probably be 
traced back to co-operative colonization rather than to tribal 
conquest. 

In Lahore there are traces of the ‘ chaurassi ’ (already de- 
scribed). But there are also many villages in which there are, 
aggregated together, different castes and tribes. Sometimes, 
one ^ tarf ’ will be of one class and another of another. Some- 
times such subdivisions have their lands compact in several 

^ Quoted in the Gasetieer (Sialkot), p. 48. 
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lots (chak-bat). In others each subdivision has fields scattered 
about among the several subdivisional areas (khet-bat). This 
points to some probable original allotment, and can hardly be 
the effect o£ mere change and chance. The Settlement Beport ^ 
notices an increasing desire of the people to reside in separate 
homesteads on their holdings, the peaceful times making it no 
longer necessary to aggregate the residences in one central spot 
for the sake of security. The people imagined that it was 
necessary for them to get permission of the authorities to 
reside separately in this way. 

In GrffanASPTJR the villages are of the same class. But in 
the Mlly portion of the district called Shdhpur-kandi^ there were 
once Eajput chiefs as overlords, and the minor Eajput families 
formed proprietary bodies over smaller estates, with, as usual, 
many dependants and squatters. When, under the Sikh rule, 
the chiefs disappeared, the inferior landholders claimed 
equality, or united to ignore the Eajput families altogether. 
At Settlement, the latter made many efforts to recover their 
proprietary position. There are 140 villages, of which ninety- 
five are held on some kind of shares, and forty-five are mere 
aggregates of squatters and held, of course, by possession only. 
But of the ninety-five, it seems that only fifty are village groups 
descended from a common ancestor, and of these twenty were 
held undivided ; divided (twenty-two) ; or with modified shares 
in place of ancestral shares (eight). The condition of the forty- 
five villages suggests either their foundation by co-operative 
colonies, or their being disorganized villages in which the Eaj- 
put proprietary classes only retained certain lands, not the 
whole estate. Out of twenty-eight of this class, ten villages con- 
sist of various castes and eighteen of the same caste, holding 
on some customary method of sharing ; in only eight villages 
shares are now unknown, and in nine they are known but are 
falling into disuse. 

It is curious to note that where the proprietary families 
were falling out of position, some of them managed to retain a 
small due (which was doubtless conceded with a view of con- 
ciliation), called ‘ser-mani,’ one ser of grain in the maund, 
which exactly recalls the overlord dues taken by the ^ zamin- 
dars,’ or overlords, in Sindh and South Panjab, when these 


^ Mr. li. Saunder’s, p. 67. ^ , s 

2 This was separately settled and has a separate Report {Mx, Roe s). 
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famiKes were not in actual possession of the land or its man- 
agement. So naturally do institutions repeat themselves under 
widely different local conditionSy but where some of the cir- 
cumstances are the same. 

§ 7 . The Jdlandhar Dodh. 

The two districts in the plains between the Bias and Sutlej 
do not really require any separate notice. In Hushyaipur it is 
noted that the villages are the ^ same as in the Panjab (i. e. 
what I have called the ‘^central tract”) generally.’ lats and 
Eajputs are prominent throughout the Doab, and also the 
Araih caste or tribe, who are met with in somewhat limited 
numbers, but still commonly, in other districts. 

The villages are divided as elsewhere into ^tarf,’ or major 
divisions, and then into ‘patti,’ as the next ; the minor family 
shares are Hhok,’ ^zail,’ or Mheri.’ 

There is everywhere the same process of division, and the 
gradual loss of the strict shares. 

The noteworthy feature which the Jalandhar Settlement 
Bejport (Mr. Purser’s) brings out, is the fact that the old 
^democratic’ method of dividing by conventional ^hal,’ or 
ploughs, was common. This once more recalls the bhaiachara 
of Benares and elsewhere. ^ G-reat care was originally taken 
in giving each man his share, so that all might enjoy equal 
advantages of soil and situation ,* the whole area being first 
divided into blocks, and each sharer getting a portion in each 
block.’ 

This method is the one we have everywhere seen followed 
in certain tribal settlements ; but it is also observed in cases 
where a promiscuous body of colonists have obtained leave to 
settle on available waste. 

I must take occasion to note that in this (Jalandhar) district 
there are cases of ^malik qabza,’ i.e. of persons, not members 
of the proprietary body, admitted to proprietary right as re- 
gards their own plots of land ; but their origin is different 
from what it is elsewhere. Hitherto we have found this right 
to have been formulated at Settlement, in Hazara, Kawalpindi, 
Gujrat, &c., either as representing the case of old landholders, 
once owners of the whole estate, but borne down (generations 
ago) by incoming conquerors, or as representing tenants and 
settlers who so long bore equal burdens with the nominal pro- 
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prietors, that their prescriptive right was equitably recog- 
nized by this device : here we find them to consist of descendants 
of milage servants who, for many generations, had held rent- 
free, and had acquired a position which deserved to be 
stereotyped and placed beyond the reach of tenancy suits in 
court. 


Section V. — The Cis-Sutlej Distkiots. 

§ I. Reasons for Separation, 

It is rather because of their position on the map, and for 
a few peculiar features, than from any general dissimilarity, 
that I have separated these districts from the Panjdib proper. 
Starting from Firozpur, we pass to Ludiana, Ambala, and 
part of Karnal (once the Thanesar and Kaithal States), and 
then come to the territory along the Jamna, — Karnal, Delhi, 
Gurgaoh ; and then, turning once more, we pass Kohtak and 
Hisar till we come back again to Firozpur (that part of it 
which was once the Sirsa district abolished in 1884). In 
the middle of this irregular circle is the large and equally 
irregularly-shaped area formed by the ^ protected ’ feu- 
datory States of Faridkot, Makrkotla, Nabha, Patiald, and 
Jind. 

§ Firozpw, 

For the Fazilka poition of this district reference must be 
made to the notice of Sirsa tenures (under Hisar) further on. 

The Mukatsar portion of the district was mostly desert, ex- 
cept in the northern portion along the Sutlej. But the Sir- 
hind Canal now crosses it a little below the middle. The 
Settlement Report ^ takes no special notice of the tenures. 

But the whole district has evidently been, like other parts 
of the Panjab, the home of tribal groups and families who 
originally settled in the ' Bet,’ or tract by the river, where 
cultivation w^as fairly secure. In Mamdot, it is noticed that 
166 villages acknowledge ancestral shares in their holding, 78 
have customary shares, and 2 1 villages a mixture of both. 

Along the Bet, the Dogar Rajputs, and a tribe called Kaipal 

^ The last or old Keport. Mr. Erancis’ Beport of the 1888-9 Settlement 
is not yet published. 
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(who came from the Sirsa country) established themselves. 
The Naipals occupied and colonized an entirely desert and 
vacant ^ ilaqa ’ and so remained till interfered with by these 
Sikhs. 

The Dogars, like many Eajput (or mixed Eajput) clans, 
were more pastoral in their habits, and employed other 
tribesmen and settlers to cultivate for them; this, under 
Sikh rule, led to a good deal of loss of power, for the Sikhs 
took the revenue-share direct from all classes on the land, 
irrespective of right and title. 

A great many estates were founded by settlers on ^ chaks,’ or 
allotments, of waste land. 

This district (Firozpur) is noticeable for a late colonization 
by Jats, who established villages held on shares. The villages 
seldom date more than sixty or seventy years back, which 
shows how deeply engrained tribal customs are and how long 
they last. 

§ 3 , Firozp'Ubr — Village Foundation hy Agricultural 
Colonists. 

The following description^ well illustrates the practice 
of colonization both here and elsewhere in the Panj^b: — 

^ A certain number of mminddrs would determine on 
migrating from their native village. One or two of their most 
influential men would then go to the Kdrddr, or ruler of the 
country, and make an agreement with him for acquiring 
possession of some one of the numerous deserted sites with 
which the country was covered, and the land attached to it. 
The agreement on the part of the mminddrs would probably be 
to pay a certain share of the produce of their fields, generally 
small at first and increased afterwards ; and on the part of the 
Kdrddr to grant them a certain quantity of land rent-free, 
either in payment for their services, or in acknowledgment of 
their proprietary right, to whichever cause it may be 
attributed ; a namrdna or present of a horse, or of a sum of 
money, would be given at the same time by the mminddr to 
the Kdrddr, The rent-free land was called indm. The Kdrddr, 
as far as he was concerned, would probably only confer it on 
the two or three influential men who appeared in his presence ; 

^ From the Gazetteer of the district (1883-84'', p, 55. 
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but among themselves they could agree to divide it in regular 
shares ; sometimes every one of the original occupants v^ould 
possess a share, in other instances only a limited number of 
them, while the light rates fixed for the land they might culti- 
vate would be a sufficient inducement for others to settle in the 
new village without requiring a share in the indm, 

‘ The first thing the new settlers set about is to select a site 
for their village. They never build their houses on the old 
deserted site, for this, they say, would be very unlucky, the 
first settlers having long ago taken all the harkat (^blessing’) 
out of that spot. The laying the foundation of a village is 
called, from the ceremony with which it is accompanied, mori 
gdrnd. This consists in planting a pole to the north side of 
the intended habitation ; the neighbouring mminddrs are in- 
vited to be witnesses, and sweetmeats are distributed among 
them. To have borne a part in this ceremony is considered 
the strongest evidence in support of proprietary right. If the 
pole should take root, and put out branches and become a tree, 
this is considered a most auspicious circumstance ; the tree is 
then always called the mori tree, and is regarded with great 
veneration. In the uplands, a branch either of the jand or of 
the pilu tree is always taken for the mori ; in the lowlands the 
heri is generally used ; it must be always some fruit-bearing 
tree. The mori is generally eight or ten feet high, and is 
planted about three feet in the ground, beneath it is always 
buried some rice, betelnut, giir, and a piece of red cloth. They 
next build a well, in the expense of which all the new settlers 
join, and pay for it in the proportion of their shares in the 
village. 

^ The next process is to divide the village land by lot in ac- 
cordance vdth the ancestral shares of the different castes or 
families who have founded the village, or with any other 
system of shares on which they may have agreed to distribute 
their proprietary rights. For this purpose the whole area is 
first marked off into two or more primary divisions called 
taraf. The tarafs are then subdivided again into two or 
more portions called paU% and the pattis again into lari 
There are not, however, always so many subdivisions as 
those here referred to ; the number depends upon the size of 
the village, the castes, the families, the party feelings, and 
such like circumstances. Sometimes there are three orders 
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of subdivision, sometimes two, sometimes one, often no 
primary subdivision at all, just as tbe circumstances of the 
case may require. 

^ The last subdivision, whatever it may be, after deducting, 
if necessary, a sufficient quantity of land to be held in common 
for grazing purposes or for cultivation by non-proprietary 
residents, is then apportioned in separate shares. These 
shares, as being the most convenient size, are usually made to 
represent the quantity of land which can be cultivated by a 
plough, which is generally about thirty gJmmdos, but which 
varies with reference to the nature of the soil, the breed of 
cattle used in ploughing, &c., <&c. The shares are consequently 
always called ^ ploughs,’ but they have no necessary connection 
with the quantity of land capable of cultivation by a plough. 
Where the fractional shares have in the course of time become 
too minute for the comprehension of the villagers, I have 
known them solve their difficulties by doubling the number of 
ploughs, without making any increase to the cultivated area. 
In other instances I have known the proprietors divide the 
lands reserved for their own cultivation into smaller ploughs, 
and that apportioned to non*proprietary cultivators into larger. 
Thus, both proprietary and non-proprietary cultivators paid by 
McJih, nominally at the same rate, but in reality the latter 
were assessed much higher. 

^ The distribution of pattis and ploughs by lot, usually took 
place in the following manner. Balls, made of cow-dung, 
were used for the lots, in which each shareholder placed his 
mark, either a piece of cloth or pottery, or a ring, or anything 
else by which he might he known. The order in which the 
lands were to be taken was fixed beforehand. A little boy or 
an ignorant person, was then called to take up the lots, and 
whosoever’s lot came out first did not get his choice of the 
lands, but took the first number on the list as previously 
fixed ; and so on vdth the rest of the lots. The primary sub- 
divisions or tarafs were of course first fixed, and in this the 
whole village was concerned. Then the members of each 
taraf cast lots for the pattis ; the members of each patti for the 
lariSj and, lastly, the members of each lari for the separate 
shares or ploughs. 

‘ After a few years of grain-payments, and when a village had 
acquired stability, it was usual for the Sikh G-overnment to fix 
a money assessment ; at the same time the land indm, in 
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possession of the headmen, was usually resumed, and a money 
allowance given instead of it. The indm often amounted to 
20 or 40 per cent, on the revenue demand, and was never less 
than 10 per cent. The headmen in their turn were obliged 
to make their own bargain with the other shareholders ; 
they could not keep the whole of the indm for themselves, 
though they of course took care to retain the lion’s share. 

^ In some villages the distribution by lot which was made at 
the commencement, has lasted to the present day. This is the 
case particularly in the Mdri-ildqa^ where the revenue has always 
been very light. But, as a general rule, under the Sikh ad- 
ministration, many subsequent distributions have taken place 
in order more easily to meet the Government demand, and to 
fill up shares which had been abandoned in consequence of its 
heavy pressure. In these distributions all traces of the 
original shares have usually been lost, the original proprietors 
retaining in their possession only so much land as it was worth 
their while to cultivate, and making the remainder over to 
new cultivators whose status in time came to resemble their 
own. * 

^ At the Summary Settlement no change was introduced in 
the mode of distributing the revenue demand, which still con- 
tinued to be paid by a rate (bdcliJi) on ploughs or other shares 
recognized by the people. As to the indm^ great diversity of 
practice prevailed prior to the Kegular Settlement, when, 
owing to the complexity of accounts which w^ould have been 
involved by the registration of claims now infinitesimally 
subdivided, and hence practically valueless, a general resump- 
tion took place, special allowance being made during the life- 
time of certain individuals.’ 

§ 4 . Lildidna, 

This district was apparently held by Eajputs when the 
A fgh an Bahlol Lodi conquered them and gave his name to the 
district. And Eajput villages still survive, though they have 
become much mixed in the course of years ; the Settlement 
Officer speaks of villages still keeping up the ^ fiction of descent 
from a common ancestor k’ 

^ KevisionS.E.(Gordon>Walkei‘'s^, but originally, no doubt, a common 
p. 79. In their present mixed state bond did exist, 
it would, of course, be a fiction ; 



682 


LAND SYSTEMS OE BRITISH INDIA. [book in. 


Jats also settled largely along the Sutlej ; in some parts, in 
groups of several different 'gots/ or clans, but in others in 
large bodies of the same ^g6t\’ They divided out the land 
regularly. The villages show division into Harf’ or ‘pattiV 
and these further subdivided into ^ tula ’ (lots). The actual 
lots of division were conventional ploughs {hal) — a number 
to each family according to its strength. Sometimes, where 
the natural inequality of soil demanded it, there would be 
first a classification of soil (which we have so often noticed) 
into blocks or circles for division, and then the allotment of 
shares or ^ hal ’ would be represented by bits scattered through 
each block. 

What is remarkable is, that, though the old shares are 
generally abandoned as a measure of right and revenue 
liability, they are still remembered and used in dividing 
village profits or meeting casual demands, as for ^malba,’ or 
common expenditure of the village body. The Sikh adven- 
turers, who produced so much trouble in the next district, did 
not here touch the existing villages ,* they found unoccupied 
land enough for themselves and their followers to settle on. 

§ 5. Ambdla. 

What is remarkable about this district is the effect the 
different Sikh chiefs and their following had on the villages. 
What those villages were in themselves, the authorities do 
not afford much information. From recent assessment reports I 
observe, however, that Jats, Eajputs, Gujars, and Arains are the 
chief tribes. The Aram villages occupy a tolerably continuous 
and large area in the Eopar tahsil. Chauhan Eajputs hold a 
considerable area (and very bad cultivators they are) in the 
Ambala tahsil. Jats occupy more or less compact and con- 
siderable areas in many parts of the district ; and there are 
Sainis scattered throughout. Brahmans and Sayads holding 
smaller groups of territory. In nearly every tahsil we find 
the same facts repeated ; the Sikh companies conquered and 
divided up the territory I For the greater chiefs they 

^ Revision SI. i?. (Gordon Walker’s), formed itself into twelve misls or 

p. 46. confederacies, one misl styled the 

^ The following extract is from Phulkiyah, occupied the territories 
the Administyation Report, of 1849-50, south of the Sutlej and were called 
§ 420 seq. : — the Malwa Sikhs in contradistinction 

‘ When the young Sikh nation to the Manjha Sikhs who held the 
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formed Eajas’ ‘ domains ’ like Tkanesar, Ladwa, and Kaitkal 
(now extinct), or like Jind, Eabha, and Patiala, still flourishing 
feudatory States. But, besides these, a host of minor chiefs 
and mere troopers of Sikh horse, took possession of villages. 
Where they were strong enough, they exacted an overlord’s 
due from the villages, and more rarely occupied the land 
itself: in such a case they called themselves ^biswadtob’ 
Where they could not succeed further, they compromised with 
the villagers for a ‘ chahtam,’ or fourth of the ordinary revenue 
payment ; or two rival Kajas would compromise, taking each 
a portion of the revenue. The chaharam was enjoyed in 
shares, so much to the leader, so much to the heads of com- 
panies, and so on. 

At our first Settlements, all those overlord rights, where 
they had been fixed so long as to have become prescrip- 
tive, were so far recognized that the villagers were settled with 
as the proprietors, and the overlords given a cash allowance out 
of the revenue. As the original ^ chaharamls ’ have, in the 
course of years, multiplied into numerous descendants (now 
called ^j^frdars’), the allowance has become still further 
divided into innumerable petty shares ; and special rules have 
long been in force as to the succession by inheritance to such 
shares. The sharers in the jagir income (many shares are as 
low as one rupee) are called ^pattidars,' exactly as if it was a 
land share. 

central country north of the Sutlej. year, to the pettiest lordship or 

Several of the northern confeder- barony consisting of the tenth or 

acies, however, crossed the Sutlej twentieth share in a single village 

and overran portions of the Sirhind .... The conquerors were a govern- 

territory. These .... misls thus ing body who had won by the 

settled south of the Sutlej were not sword not lands but revenues. The 

bound together by any federal landholders while they paid taxes 

union. . . . Every m%sl became sub- to the Sikh chieftains enjoyed their 

divided. In each, certain families full right of proprietorship. In 

would combine and send forth some few instances indeed, the 

parties of horsemen to conquer Sikhs did eject the proprietors and 

tracts of country. In the villages seize upon the land. But such 

thus subjugated, each family would cases are only exceptions to the rule 

take its share according to the which limited Sikh interests in an 

number of horsemen it had furnish- estate to its revenues.’ 

ed to the expedition, and the ^ It is curious that here the word 
portions thus parcelled out were should he applied to the superior 
called by the name of “ Sawar,” or right, whereas in Delhi and else- 
horsemen’s shares. . . . The subdi- where it is (more naturally) applied 
visions were about 6o,ocx) in num- to the inferior right — that of the 
her : in size and importance they actual soil cultivators, who have 
varied from the sovereignty of been left under a Haluqdar,' or 
Patiala worth twenty-five lakhs a some greater overlord. 
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Section VI — The Delhi Districts, (S.E, Frontier.) 

These districts were originally part of the North-West 
provinces, and • consequently in some cases exhibit features 
(such as the grant of proprietary rights to farmers, &c.) 
connected with the North-Western system. We may at 
once proceed to notice the features of the tract, district by 
district. 


§ I. Karndl. 

Part of this district was formed out of the old Sikh States 
of Thanesar, Ladwa, and Kaithal. That which interests us, 
under the particular group of territory we are considering, is 
the portion represented by the Karnal and Panipat tahslls. 
The facts about tenures are here preserved for us in the 
able Settlement Bepart by Mr. Ibbetson. 

Originally, as might be expected from its proximity to 
Panipat and Delhi, this district had been the seat of Kajput 
chiefships, and these had been alternately protected and op- 
pressed by the Mughal power, till in Aurangzeb’s reign a 
number of them were forcibly converted to Islam ; then 
the chiefships dispersed, and many of them broke up into 
village proprietary estates and many scions of good families 
wandered away to new districts. There were, however, other 
settlements, — a few relics of the early Afghan invaders and 
some families of a curious sect of Brahmans known as ^ TagA’; 
while the ubiquitous Jats had apparently only recently formed 
colonies there, as they are not mentioned in Akbar’s time. 
The Jats are noticed as independent in character, ^and acknow- 
ledging less than any other caste, the authority of headmen.’ 

There were traces of tribal allotment of lands, and even of a 
periodical redistribution of holdings. The village shares are 
‘ pana ’ (= a lot : pand marna^ ^ to cast lots ’), and the smallest 
subdivision is the ^ tula ’ as elsewhere. 

It is noticed in this tract (and the same is true of Ambala) 
that an expansion of territory of any given group might soon 
occur, by the plan of establishing outlying hamlets (called 
^majra\’) The families seem to have somewhat readily ad- 

' This will be found as a teiinination io names : e. g. Mani-miijia in 
Ambala. 
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mitted relatiyes by marriage, and even outsiders, into their 
settlements, as the phrases ^ bhuihbhai ’ (brother in the soil) 
and ^ bhai karke basaya ’ (he settled him in the village, having 
made him a brother or co-sharer) sufficiently indicate. 

The term Happa,’ which we have before noted as indicating 
a local grouping of a few villages^, here seems to apply to the 
little group of territory formed by the parent village, together 
with its outljdng ^ majra, ’ or hamlets. 

§ Karndl Grants. 

When Lord Lake’s campaign had resulted in the treaty of 
Sarji-Anjangam (December 30th, 1803), the portion of the 
Karnal district immediately adjoining the Jamna Eiver was 
part of the territory ceded. 

This with the other districts immediately beyond, was in- 
tended to be held under merely political control, the actual 
management being placed in the hands of grantees and chiefs 
as jaglrdars of the British State. The grant of the Karnal 
pargana to the Mandal family under the title of an ^ istimrari ’ 
or perpetual grant (i. e. not liable to revocation), has given 
rise to some legal difficulties 

It would be beyond my purpose to go into details on the 
subject, but it may be mentioned that while the grant is 
worded on the supposition that the grantees would manage the 
whole revenue without trouble to the State, it was very soon 
found that they managed so badly that a British Eevenue 
Settlement was necessary. Further, the grant has this effect, 
that the grantees, though they are merely assignees of the 
revenue as regards the existing villages in the pargana, became 
owners of those they might create in the waste, or might 
occupy and restore when (as was formerly often the case) the 
lands had been abandoned I The grantees have therefore 
become to some extent proprietors. It was also a question 
whether the holder pro tern, of the gi'ant (being a proprietor) 

1 Forming a subdivision of the Chief Court (Full Bench) in 1889 

^pargana' for administrative pur- ^ Our earliest revenue Settlements 
poses ; and often (as on the fron- were very unfortunate ; they were 
tier) indicating the territory of a pitched much too high owing to 
minor subsection of a tribe or erroneous data derived from the 
clan. Eecords of the Sikh States ; the re- 

2 See the Karnal B. JR. for the suit was that many villagers aban- 
text of the grant. The whole sub- doned their lands. 

jeet was discussed in a judgment of 
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could mortgage it so as to create a lien wMch would charge 
the estate in the hands of his successor. 

It is interesting to note how in a case like this, strong 
villages are able to resist the efforts of a grantee overlord to 
reduce them. The Settlement Beport describes how vain were 
all the efforts of the Mandals to overcome the Eajput village 
communities that already existed ; and a graphic account is 
given of how these tribesmen established their villages in 
commanding situations on the high mounds formed by the 
debris of ancient villages, and how they surrounded their 
villages with brick walls and fenced them with stout gates, 
while the houses within were built like fortresses, the en- 
trances turned away from the street, so that they could 
effectually defy an enemy or a body of exacting revenue- 
collectors. In fact, the plan of managing the Jamna country 
through the grantees everywhere proved a failure. Some of 
the grantees actually resigned their grants. The Mandals 
have held theirs in Karnal, as during the Mutiny the family 
rendered services, in return for which the grant was made 
hereditary and the tribute reduced to a small fixed payment. 

Mr. Ibbetson^ incidentally furnishes a good illustration of 
how misleading the official classification of the villages is ; for, 
out of the sixty-four villages returned as ^ joint’ or ^zamin- 
danV it appears that forty-four are villages founded either on 
Colonel Skinner’s estate ^ or in that of the Mandals ; eight 
were villages on the river-bank, so insecure that it was the 
custom to cultivate them joint-stock and divide the harvest — 
the arrangement having nothing to do with tenure j and nine 
were plots of surplus waste, separated from other villages for 
Settlement purposes. 

§ 3. Delhi. 

This district, immediately adjoining Karnal, presents very 
much the same features. 

A number of the villages had been specially the property of 
the king (for his private expenses) under the name of ^ Ta’y- 
yuiy but this circumstance does not appear to have had any 
effect on the tenure, except that the holders paid rent to the 
king. Certain of the villages, as might be expected so near 
the Imperial Court, had been appropriated by landlords over 

^ S. R , ^ 239. ^ 3 Incorrectly written ‘ Taiul ' — 

^ For an account of this estate, see Wilson's Glossary. 
see S. B.j p. 216, § 565 et seq. 
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tlie heads of the original villagers, and we find these as the ^ 'ala 
malik' class, and the original villages as the ^biswadars/ or 
inferior owners. 

A fair number of the villages retain their ancestral consti- 
tution, with some peculiarities \ and about an equal number 
(375) ‘bhaiachara’ (held on possession only). 


§ 4. Ourgdoh. 

This district occupies the extreme south-east corner of the 
province. It is distinguished by having a large number (387) 
of villages of a peculiar tribe called ^ Meo,’ and supposed to be 
‘ aboriginal ' (bhumiya). There are also Ahirs settled in some 
numbers, and 181 Jat villages (here actually called Jat). We 
find, as elsewhere in this territory, that village shares are 
called ^pana' or ^ lots,' and some few are held on a system 
called ^ pana-palit ’ or lots to be exchanged. 

Throughout this territory I notice two peculiar forms of 
rent-free grant, for village-servants and others, and for religious 
persons : ‘ bhonda '* is the secular grant and ‘ dohli ^ ' for reli- 
gious persons or purposes. 


§ 5 . RoMak. — Villages founded in the Waste, 

This district also belongs to the same group, but it is re- 
markable for its large preponderance of Jats, who hold 366 
out of the 51 1 estates of which the district consists. The 
villages are large, the average being 2244 acres, with 1076 
persons in each. The Jats here are members of twelve dif- 
ferent ^gots’ or clans, and there are no less than 137 minor 
subdivisions. 

^The traditions of three-fifths of the existing villages,' says 
Mr. Fanshawe, ^ state that they were founded in waste jungle, 
and on former sites whose previous lords have heen forgotten,’ 

Of the older villages, some are Kajput, others Jat ; and a 
few Brahman, A fgh an, Eangar, G-ujar, and Biluch villages also 


^ Out of 339 villages returned as 
^ pattidari/ we find — 

(a) Kegularly divided on 
some form of share . . 189 

( 5 ) Primarily divided into 
pattis by ancestral 
shares, but znszde the 
pattis, the holdings are 
irregular 147 


(c) Primarily divided into 
pattis, and held in com- 
mon within the pattis , 3 

^ This is referred to do-hal, or a 
grant of ‘ two ploughs ’ of land, 
which was an ancient customary 
amount of rent-free grant mention- 
ed in Manu. 
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occur. The earliest of the Jats came thirty-five generations 
(or 700 to 800 years) ago ; such is their tradition ; and they 
further hold that they are Eajputs who lost caste hy adopting 
the ‘karewa/ or marriage of widows, and that they came from 
the east, — that is, were a return-movement, not a direct immi- 
gration from a home beyond the North-Western frontier^. 

As a rule the tribes are settled in groups, or the tribal sub- 
divisions are found on one spot. 

Under these conditions it is not surprising that John Law- 
rence should have written in 1844 — 

^ In no part of the North-Western Provinces ^ are the tenures 
so complete ... as here ; . . • the ancient village communi- 
ties are in such excellent preservation. They are admirably 
adapted to resist the evil effects of bad seasons, epidemics, and 
other evils incidental to the country. . . . Drought may wither 
their crops ; famine and disease may depopulate their houses ; 
their fields may be deserted for a time ; but when the storm 
blows over, if any survive, they are certain to return.’ 

It would seem that the present groups of villages are usually 
gradual growths or expansions from a central village originally 
founded in the midst of a wide undefined area j the cultivation 
extended, first round the original foundation, and then, in 
time, round the off-shoot villages ; in the end it became neces- 
sary to define the boundaries and separate the rights of each as 
so many separate estates. Originally the whole area was re- 
garded as belonging to the occupying clan collectively, while 
each co-sharer owned so many shares — so many ^biswas’ or 
^ploughs' or ^anas/ whatever the shares were called — in the 
collective estate ^ 

True to their dislike of individual headmen and chiefs, the 
Jat villages were always managed by their ^ panch ’ or com- 
mittee of elders (heads of families). They sometimes trace 
descent to a common ancestor ; sometimes the divisions of the 
co-sharing group are connected by marriage only ,* and in many 
cases they formed a merely co-operative body at the founding. 
As might be expected, the local subdivision of ;pargams called 

^ See p. 614 ante. the gz'eat villages in the lihlam 

2 Bohtak, as well as the other district (p. 668 ante) were held. In 

districts in the group, all belonged no case do we trace a stage when the 
to the North-Western Provinces whole was held collectively without 
before 1858. defined shares to which each family 

3 It was probably in this way that considered itself entitled absolutely. 
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^ tappa/ and consisting of the group of the parent village with 
its surrounding offshoots, occurs in this district also. 

§ 6. Hisdr and Sirsd, 

The remaining districts along the south-eastern border of the 
province are now properly described as ^ Hisar and part of Fi'roz- 
pur but in this paragraph I may still speak of ^ Sirsa,^ because 
there is an excellent Settlement Heport of Mr. James Wilson’s 
on the district Sirsa as it then was (1883). The main feature 
of the whole tract is the re-colonization of deserted country, in 
recent times, by groups of cultivators, among w^'hom, however, 
the ^proprietary’ are distinguished from the ‘karsan qadim’ 
or tenants who took part with them in the founding. The 
few ^zamlndan’ villages that exist, are here of the North- 
Western Provinces type, — i. e. villages originally farmed to 
individuals who have now become landlords. In other villages 
there are groups consisting of the remains of older proprietary 
bodies mixed with new settlers, and forming (officially) ^ bhaia- 
chara ’ bodies — with the least possible reference to the original 
meaning of the term. 

The whole country was, at the beginning of this century, an 
uncultivated prairie, and it was reclaimed much in the same 
way as the Firozpur tracts already described. An intending 
colonist would go to one or other of the rulers to be found in 
the neighbourhood, and to whom he owed allegiance, and for 
the sake of his protection and countenance, obtain a grant. 
Furnished with this he would consider himself the chief man 
above his companions. 

^ The colonist ’ [says Mr. J. Wilson] ‘ would then gather 
together a body of his relations and dependants and proceed to 
the neighbourhood indicated, and there found a village in the 
prairie. Usually the site chosen was close to some natural 
hollow in the ground where the rain-water would collect, and 
which could easily be made into a permanent pond^, and the 
new village was generally founded with some ceremony. The 
colonists consulted their Brahmans as to a lucky day for the 
rite, and on that day assembled on the site selected, and then 
the Brahman kindled a sacrificial fire {horn) with the wood of 

^ Thevillageponds are commonly to form the sun-dried bricks or 
made (or enlarged and deepened) lumps of which the houses, walls, 
by the baling out of mud and clay &c., are built up. 

VOL. II. Y y 
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the jand tree, and burned in it clarified butter, sesamum, 
barley, and perfumes (^dhup’ and ^ balcbbarl ’) ; and after 
feasting, some Brahmans — the leader (or headman — mukliyd) — 
planted a stake imori) of ^ karll’ wood {Capparis apliylla) in the 
ground'; and the other colonists each planted his own stake (of 
^ kanl ’) round this before beginning to build his own house. 
The colonists who were present at this ceremony and assisted 
in the actual founding of the village, were called ^stake- 
planters ’ {mori-gad) and considered to be the original settlers. 
The neighbouring fields were rudely tilled, and sometimes 
a small tower was erected for the protection of the 

crop^’ 

Apparently they adopted no specified boundary to begin 
with, and one had to be defined at the Settlement in 1837. 
The excess waste areas were afterwards separated off at the 
regular Settlement of 1852-63; and very often the original 
village undertook the Settlement of the separated area, and so 
several contiguous villages held by the same people, have come 
into existence. And so within the villages: — the right of 
individual cultivators was at first undefined. Land was so 
abundant that there was no call for a division. Probably it 
was a case of ^ kasht hash maqdur ’ — each man took what he 
had ploughs, cattle, and labour to clear and manage. In set- 
tling the distribution of the revenue burden, the villagers made 
a rough measurement with a rod or chain of seventy-two 
‘ hath ’ = forty-four yards, and adopting a square of which 
the side was one such chain, as the unit. The revenue burden 
was distributed in proportion to the number of units held by 
each. When other cultivators joined, the leaders of the original 
colonizing body were called the ^panch.’ Probably the eldest 
of them received an honorary turban on the grant of permis- 
sion to found the village, and he was allowed two ^ ploughs ’ of 
land free of revenue^. Afterwards, and for the purposes of the 
modern Settlement system, such a headman was recognized as 
the ^ lambardar,’and his land was assessed, but he was allowed 
the usual ^pachotra’ or 5 per cent, on the revenue, col- 
lected extra from the villagers. Beyond this he had no rights : 
the cultivating proprietors took up more waste to cultivate as 


1 Hr. Wilson gives some curious ^ Note this custom as similar 
information as to the naming of the to the ancient one mentioned in 
villages, S.B, (pp. 312-13). Maun. See vol. I. p. 254. 
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they wanted it, without the headman’s control or permission, 
in any way. 

But in some villages a single headman had originally ob- 
tained the settler’s grant in his own person ; and then, of 
course, he and his sons assumed a superior position. The 
cultivators had to pay rent ijbold) to this superior family, and 
had nothing to do with the profits and losses of the village 
administration. Where this happened, the village was said to 
be ^boledaii,’ in contradistinction to the others (bhaiachard), 
where the settlers were all equal. At the first Settlement, a 
number of headmen were recognized (even in bhaiachara 
villages) as the ^proprietors,’ putting forward claims which 
were too readily listened to*^. 

The older cultivators were recognized as hereditary or ^ old 
(qadlm) tenants,’ if they had held for ten years (that was the 
period arbitrarily chosen). Those of less standing were called 
‘ jadi'd ’ or new tenants. Both were ^ occupancy ’ tenants, 
however ; only that one could sublet and the other not : the 
hereditary right was coupled with the condition that the heir 
must settle in the village. In a country like Sirsa, where rain 
often fails and bad years come in a series, cultivators are not 
easily persuaded to be permanent; they come and go as it 
suits them. In the Settlement of 1852-63, 27 per cent, of 
the cultivated area was held by ^proprietors,’ 67 per cent, by 
^occupancy-tenants,’ and 7 per cent, by Henants-at-will.’ But 
the ^ occupancy-right ’ had a limited value ; and many gave up 
their land from time to time. 

The Settlement also gave the waste to the village ^pro- 
prietors,* so that the non-proprietary cultivators could no 
longer take up whatever they pleased or required : they had 
now to ask the leave of the small proprietary body, and pro- 
bably pay rent ; moreover, as this would be new cultivation, 
the holders could only be tenants-at-will in respect of it. The 
result was that, at the last revision of Settlement, many less 
occupancy-tenants appeared and many more tenants-at-will. 

As I am here dealing with proprietary tenures I must not 


^ This is amusingly described in 
a popular verse, of which this is 
ikr. Wilson's literal translation : — 

‘ All the brothers came together ; 
They settled the desert prairie, 
And put the turban on one man's 
head. 


He became headman (JamMrddr), 
The ruler issued orders to him. 
The headman lost his good faith ; 
Even to his own brother born of 
his mother and father 
He gave nothing. 

Ho love or affection remained.’ 


y y a 
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digress into tlie tenant-right difficulties that arose in Sirsa 
under the law of 1868 \ In brief, I may mention that this law 
did not recognize the twelve years’ rule giving occupancy-right 
which had been in force so long as the district was attached to 
the North-Western Provinces, at the same time it did con- 
template the eviction of tenants-at-wilL Now in Sirsa, tenants, 
whether called Henants-at-will ’ or not, were equally secure 
from being ejected, if custom was regarded. 


Section VIL — The Hill Districts. 

The tenures mentioned in this section form a subject 
apart ; and it was really immaterial whether we described 
them at the beginning or left them to the last. The sec- 
tion includes the British district of K^ngr^ with its sub- 
division Kulu, and also a number of Chiefships and States 
more or less independent, all within the Himalayan range, 
occupying both the hill-sides and the valleys. 

Here, whether we look to Chamba, which is a feudatory 
State, or to Kangra, which is British territory, or to the 
protected States in the Simla hills, we find no ‘ villages ’ in 
the ordinary Indian sense, and consequently, unless they 
have been created at Settlement, no joint-proprietary com- 
munities over villages. 

We may feel sure that from a very remote date the 
whole of the territories were divided up into larger or 
smaller States under Rajput R^jas, as they are to this day. 
The States individually, however, were subject to change, 
as the result of war and other accidents. At one time, for 
example, all the country from Jamu to Basahir was under 
one Raja^: now it forms several ^kingdoms.’ As usual, 
the Raja has his royal demesne, and smaller portions of the 
country are held in feudal subordination to him, by RanAs, 
Eaos, and Thakurs. 


^ A. good deal of litigation en> 
sued. . It was this state of things 
(among other causes) which led to 
the revision of the Tenant Law in 
1887. The difficulties as regards 
Sirs^ are explained in the S. i?., p. 
339j §§ 227-8. 

2 Mr. (now Sir Jas.) Lyall men- 


tions that in the seventh century 
the Chinese traveller Hwen Thsang 
found all the hills from the Ravi to 
the Sutlej forming the kingdom of 
Jalandhara. Afterwards Kangra 
became the head ‘ ’ over Cham- 

ba, Kangri, Mandi, Suket, Kulu, &c. 
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The present Eajas and the pure Edjput families, both in 
Kangri and the Simla hills, probably only date back a few 
centuries, viz. to the time of the Muhammadan conquests^. 
But it is curious to note that in K^ngra at any rate there is 
a tradition of there having been a still earlier dominion of 
*Eanas’ in the hills — Eajputs of the first Aryan immigra- 
tion or conquest. 

The Eajput chiefs and families of pure blood are only 
a very limited number. They are essentially the overlord 
families, and their caste does not anywhere form the bulk 
of the population^. 

In the States^ the Eaja or the Thakur, each in his own do- 
main, claims to be universal landlord, and takes a fee on a 
succession or on ratifying a transfer of land, and takes his 
revenue or grain-share from all in his dominion, as well as 
grazing-fees or other tolls and taxes. 

As to the origin of the tenures, all we can say is, that in the 
remote past certain bodies of superior-castemen conquered 
the country and settled down in the abundant waste and 
forest which filled the valleys and clothed the sides of the 
hills. We have no trace of any original allotment of 
holdings \ nothing below the territorial division of chief- 
ships : apparently each settler, not of ruling rank, took what 
land he liked. The present (descended) landholders speak 
of the land as their ‘warisi’ — that which their fathers 
conquered, and which was appropriated by clearing the 
waste 

^ In Simla the chiefs all preserve p, 40. ‘ I believe,* says Mr. Barnes, 
what they call their ^nikas,* or ‘that the term properly applied 
table showing descent and origin of always only to descendants of the 
their family ; and they all are from original settlers* [and he might have 
Eiijputana. said conquerors] ‘ who by their in- 

^ For a list of the clans of Kangra dustry and enterprise first reclaimed 
Eiijputs in their main divisions, the waste. I have known cases 
see Barnes* E., §§ 262-269. It is where the present incumbent has 
evident from the way in which the held uninterrupted possession for 
Eilj^s and pure Eajputs are scatter- thirty or forty years ; but he will 
ed sparsely in estates over the not assume, nor will the people 
country, they had come into the concede to him, the appellation of 
country with dodies of dependants, ‘‘Waris.** If asked whose land it is, 
fighting-men, &c.,who settled in the they will still refer to those tra- 
country in an inferior position. ditional persons in whom the right 

3 See Barnes* Kdngrd Eeport, § 124, was once known to reside.* In 
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Each settler having originally established himself on such 
a hill-slope as he could clear and terrace, there gradually 
grew up a hamlet of a few houses for the owner and his 
dependants and afterwards for some of his tenants. In the 
Simla hills, we find a group of such hamlets called a ' bhoj,* 
under a headman but that was an administrative division. 
In the States generally, the country is also divided for 
similar purposes into ‘ kothis ’—that is, tracts the grain- 
revenue of which is collected in one central 'kothi’ or 
State granary, in which also official business is daily 
transacted, and perhaps such justice as is required by a 
simple people, is dispensed^. 

In Kdngra we have some diversity, because the outer valley 
or level portions of the district formed part of the Mughal 
Empire (1556 a.d.) ; and there are traces of the old States 
(Haripur and Nurpur for instance) being made into par- 
ganas, which were subdivided into ‘tappas,’ these sub- 
divisions being doubtless groups of hamlets having some 
local or tribal or proprietary connection. There were cer- 
tainly chaudharis of parganas ; and it is interesting to note 
that these too had a ‘w^risi’ — resembling the ‘watan’ 
holdings of Central India, — i, e. lands held in virtue of their 
(hereditary) office. In the level portions of KangrS, we 
find villages more like those of the ordinary type, held by 
proprietary families in groups. The division of the country 
into ‘ taluqas ’ is also everywhere known — these being the 


another place (§ 32) the author 
notices that this right is supposed 
never to be lost by lapse of time. 

^ Simla 8 . § 68, p. 6. In 

Kulu the country was divided for 
administrative purposes, into ‘ Wa- 
ziri* or tracts under a wazir or 
minister (and so in Basahir). The 
Wazm was divided into ‘kothi/ 
and then into ‘pathi/ which con- 
sisted of several hamlets or ‘ gram/ 
"Wherever there is any kind of 
State organization, we may be sure 
to find a headman of hamlets or 
villages in some shape. 

^ The traveller in the hills must 
often have seen these great, solid, 
square buildings, often with pictur- 


esque peaked roofs and carved gable- 
ends, forming four sides of a square, 
with an upper gallery and a great 
doorway, and have been told that 
it was the Raja’s ‘kothi.’ Usually 
such a building is in one of the 
larger villages with a handsome 
temple or two about it. Perhaps 
we could get some clue to the real 
date of the conquests of the Rajputs 
by finding out the date of the old 
stone temples with their conical 
domes and amlika tops {vide Pergus- 
son, History of Architecture), just like 
those in Orissa Perhaps also the 
importation of Perso- Arabic terms 
like ‘wazir,’ ‘w^risi,’ &c., may 
give some clue to dates. 
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Hindu divisions (and, Mr. Barnes says, very ancient) They 
probably indicated the limits within which the different 
chiefs had authority, and possibly also the subdivisions of 
the earlier Baja’s domain. Mr. Barnes notes that when 
Kangri was ceded in 1846 the Raja had disappeared (under 
the Sikh conquest). We recognized some of the minor 
Rajas — Suket and Mandi, for example — as feudatories, and 
some of the subordinate chiefs — Lambagraoh, Kulu, &c. — as 
j%irdd,rs under our Government. 

The right in land of the ‘w&is’ was only regarded as 
transferable by inheritance, or by gift in case a man had no 
heir. It was not sold. The waste and forest belonged — as 
indeed all other land in a State did — to the Raja. When 
Kangra was settled, the hamlets were made into revenue 
mauzas and dubbed ‘bhai^chara’ villages, as Mr. Barnes 
describes. The ' community ’ was constituted by allotting 
to them in common, the waste and forest in the vicinity 
Though the people had originally no o%vnershi 20 right in 
this waste, they had a permissive or a prescriptive user, 
just as Mr. Benett mentions they had in the old Oudh 
States. This user (grass and wood for building, for making 
implements, and for fuel) is spoken of in Kangra as 
‘ bartan 

It should also be noted that in Kangra there is a numerous 
class of shepherds, known here (and in Chamba) by the 
name of ‘ Gaddi ’ ; they live by grazing sheep (as the Gujars 
of the hills do by keeping buffaloes and horned cattle), and 
these regard themselves as entitled to graze over certain 
known areas, paying a toll to the ruler. And they also 
speak of such grazing-grounds as their ‘ wdrisi 


^ The name is Perso- Arabic, and 
therefore cannot be very ancient. 
See Barnes’ B.R., § 102. 

^ See a note on this in the chapter 
on Panjab Settlements (p. 546, 
ante). 

^ In the Hazara hills the conquer- 
ing tribes (Muhammadan of later 
origin) had not the same organiza- 
tion, but all the ‘Waris” families 
divided the whole country that they 


occupied. The village bodies claim- 
ed an area of vraste which they 
both used and owned, and call to 
this day their ‘ guzara that 
which enables them to live or get 
along. The essential, in hill coun- 
tries, is wood for building and for 
fuel in the rainy and winter seasons, 
and grass for the cattle. 

* Barnes’ S. B., § 129. 
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The Edjd’s domain thus very much resembles what we 
have read of in Oudh, except that the Raja does not here 
seem to have made grants of his rights in certain parts of 
his territory. The term ‘birt/ so variously employed in 
Oudh, is well known in the Kangrd and the Simla hills, 
but only as indicating a grant of land held free of revenue 
for religious objects — support of the 'Devta’ or village 
deity’s temple, and the like. The sons of the Rdj^ and his 
relations merely obtain permission to build themselves a 
^kothi’ somewhere, and establish their own ‘warisi’ or 
holdings around it. I have never heard of the Oudh 
‘ jewanbirt’ among them. 

It may well be imagined that with many Rajput holders 
of land — men whose caste prohibits their handling the 
plough — various forms of tenancy for the actual work of 
cultivation, exist The Revision Report of Kangrd, gives 
full details about these. There is, for example, the tenant 
who farms with oxen and plough furnished by the landlord 
(chautiki, trihana, or atholu, according as he pays a fourth, 
a third, or an eighth of the produce to his superior). 

There are, again, tenants residing on the land (opdhu), 
those residing in the hamlet or group, but not on the land ; 
and those resident in a dijfferent hamlet. It is not neces- 
sary to go into further details. The light of the ' clearer of 
waste ’ is everywhere respected in these tenancies. 


^ As I have said, the pure Raj- 
puts form a minority ; and the 
great bulk of cultivators in the hills 
are R^this in Kangri and Kanets in 
Simla. Just the same feature is 
noticeable in Kashmir, where the 
Dogra IS a mixed Rajput race. 
These are tribesmen probably of 
Rajput origin, but they have lost 
caste by taking to the plough and 
by marrying widows (karewa), and 
by taking money for the marriage 
of daughters. It has been ques- 
tioned, however, whether the 


Kanet or Kaneti in Simla is of 
this origin. It is a curious thing 
that wherever we find pure Rajputs, 
we invariably find a great ' tail ’ of 
clans fallen out of caste, which 
were obviously derived from them. 
And this makes it, to me, so very 
probable, that really some * Jats ’ are 
of Rajput origin in the same way. 
The Rkthis and the Kanets have 
lost nothing in physique, and they 
are as fine an agricultural race as 
could be wished. 
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Section VIIL— Double Tenube. 

We have now passed in review the village-landlord 
tenures of land, and we have only to add an account of 
the rights of village tenants ; but before proceeding to con- 
sider their history and rights, some remarks have to be added 
about tenures when regarded with reference to the number 
or gradation of the persons who have an interest in the 
same land. We have also to say something about the 
revenue-free tenures — how the State grant of interest in 
the Kevenue may aflfect also the interest in the soil itself. 

§ I. TcduqddH Tenure, 

As regards the former of these two, we have seen in the 
Oudh and North-Western Provinces, what a number of 
double interests exist — ^the result of the growth of rights, if I 
may so speak, in layers, one arising over, but not altogether 
extinguishing, the other and earlier. In the Panjab we 
have many instances of a concurrence of interests of this 
kind, or at least of what is closely analogous to it. Wherever 
we have a series of conquests — or one set of chiefs and their 
followers replacing another — we have this result produced, 
that one set of men become the overlords, and the earlier 
occupants sink into a greater or less degree of subordina- 
tion, according as their character and circumstances have 
enabled them to preserve more or less of their original 
character. 

We have often seen cases where a distinct set of tribes- 
men form the superior owners, ‘ 'ala malik,' in a village, 
and another set, the inferior, ‘adna malik.’ Where these 
two sets are complete, each has certain rights recorded at 
Settlement, and no practical difficulty is felt. Theoretically, 
there is a division of the benefits of ownership between the 
bodies. There is here no doubt a true case of double 
tenure. 

In other cases we have noticed — what is really a more 
imperfect form of the same thing — estates in which there 
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are not two complete bodies, but where, surviving under 
the now undisputedly sole proprietary body, we find traces 
of an earlier right, but confined to individual holdings of 
land, which have deserved to be placed on a higher footing 
than mere occupancy-tenancies, and so have been called 
tenures of the ‘ malik-qabza,' that is, of a man who is 
proprietor qua his own plot, but has no share in the general 
proprietary profits of the estate as a whole, and no claim to 
share in a distribution of its common land, though he may 
have an acknowledged right of grazing therein. But of the 
double tenure in the complicated form it may assume in 
Oudh (for instance), the Panjab hardly shows any examples. 
The Mandals of Karnal (istimrardar) are to some extent 
analogous, for there the grantee may be direct owner as 
well as revenue-assignee of some villages, and only have 
contingent interests (beyond the revenue) in others. In the 
majority of instances the superior right is represented 
mainly, if not exclusively, by a money allowance. Indeed, 
if tenure’ means some direct concern with land and its 
management, and not a mere pecuniary interest represent- 
ing an undeveloped right over land, we may truly say that 
there is only occasionally a taluqdari Zcnu^-tenure, as it is 
described in Thomasons Directions \ for in many cases 
where a single chief, or a body of descendants of a chief, 
claimed a sort of over-lordship over villages, they 
have been set aside with a certain honorary position 
and a cash allowance of lo per cent, (or less) on the 
revenue, in many cases, without any control over the 
village or its waste, or its affairs generally. In other 
woids, their right, however it originated, has received 
recognition in the form of a certain money profit or of 
a qibcm pension charged upon the estate, but not in the 
form of any right over the land or the waste. 

Section IX. — Revenue-Free Holdings. 

Looking at land-tenures from the point of view of the 
revenue relations with the State, the Panjab might almost 
be called iJie land par excellence, of mu’afidars and of 



PT. IV. CH. II.] 


THE LAND-TENURES. 


699 


‘jfigirdars. It is true, here also, that many of their in- 
terests are more matters of money assignment than of any 
direct connection with land ; but still, in other cases, they 
are sufficiently territorial to be dealt with as tenures. 

A number of ‘jagirdd^rs’ have been handed on to our 
Government from the Sikh rule. It was the policy of that 
State to deal direct with the villages, and they therefore 
checked the growth of all such tribal chiefs and others as 
would, in other places, have absorbed all subordinate rights 
and become great and absolute landlords. But they could 
not entirely ignore either the local chiefs, or those belonging to 
their own confederation. They adopted the plan of making 
revenue-assignments, or allowances, and calling the grantees 
*j%irdars,’ generally requiring some military service, i.e. 
that they should^be ready to take the field with a body of 
foot and horse — which constitutes the real meaning of 
a ‘‘ jagir.’ Then again a large number of j%irs have been 
handed down to our own Government not as created by the 
Sikh rulers, but as representing the remains of the chief- 
ships and dignities of that Government. (See p. 606, ante.) 

So that, what with religious and charitable free-grants 
and with all the historical j%irs of past times, the propor- 
tion of Panjab land-revenue assigned is very large. Many 
'jagirs' have been granted as rewards, or simply for the 
support of members of old and honourable families, or the 
spiritual heads of sects, like the Sikh ‘Bedi’ class or the 
Mussalman Saiyad and Makhdum. It is only necessary to 
examine the great body of orders and rules contained in 
the Financial Commissioners' Consolidated Circular (No. 
37, page 300) to see what an immense business the ^jagir’ 
question has been in the Panjab. 

We do not now require service from our jagirdars as a 
condition of the tenure: and in some cases where such 
a condition was distinctly existent when the ‘jagir * came 
up for confirmation, we have commuted it for a small 
money-payment in reduction of the j%ir allowances. 

In some cases the grant includes only the revenue-right 
in cash, or in rarer cases of grain, with a right to the 
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j%irddr to collect it himself. In. others the j%lrdfo has^ 
and always has held, the proprietary right of the whole or 
a part of the land itself. But the jagfr is always spoken of 
as a ‘j%ir of so many rupees annually/ meaning that 
revenue is assigned to that amount, or that the land granted 
is calculated to yield that amount. 

Some jagirs are for life or lives, some in perpetuity: 
which it is, depends (i) on whether it is a grant continued 
on the same terms as those granted under former Govern- 
ments, or newly granted by the British Government, 
and what are the circumstances and merits of each case \ 

In aU cases, looking at the matter from the tenure-point 
of view, it is a question of fact, whether the grantee has 
become, in any sense, proprietor ; and the question arises 
especially, when the assignment ceases orlapses, and it has 
to be decided who is to ‘be settled with’ for the revenue 
that will in future be claimed. The Circular above quoted 
‘accepts the fact that the assignee’s interest may have 
come to be something different from that of a mere assignee 
of Government revenue, and has in fact grown into a more 
or less complete proprietary, or sub-proprietary, status.’ 
The grantee may have resided on the land and directly 
acquired fields : he may have made gardens, erected build- 
ings and tombs, and have sunk wells, or made other 
improvements. He may be able to show particular facts 
which connect him with the land, and which entitle him to 
be called proprietor in some sense or to some degree 

In the ‘cis-Sutlej States’ the ‘jdgirddr’ so called, was 
often not a grantee of any Government at all, but was 
simply a marauding chief of a Sikh ‘ misl ’ or group of 
confederates. I have to some extent described these 


When a jagir is hereditary 
Government has a right (Act IV of 
1872, section 8) to fix the rule of 
descent. A Civil Court cannot 
entertain a claim of right to a jagir, 
unless Government specially au- 
thorizes some question to he deter- 
mined by suit (Act XXIII of 1871). 
This restriction of course applies to 


the question of the revenue-allow- 
ance, not to the right in the soil 
which may be held independently 
of any revenue question. 

^ Xs to the principles on which 
the existence of the claim should 
be investigated, see § 459 of the Cir- 
cular (p. 356). 
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^jagirdars’ in speaking of the tenures in the Amh^la dis- 
trict (p. 683, ante). I merely here add, that in the special 
cases where the chiefs took possession of the land of the 
villages, or of the waste country, they called the cultivated 
land ‘sir’h and the waste ‘Mr/ 

But in most cases the conquerors left the old village body 
in possession, claiming as overlords, a share in the rental 
called ‘ chaharam ’ or fourth share. 

Under our Settlement arrangements, thejagirdar now 
receives the revenue, the original landholding communities 
or individuals being settled with and retaining full pro- 
prietary rights. He in fact is a mere assignee of the 
revenue, taking part of what otherwise would go to the 
State. 

The greater of these chiefs had formerly pretensions to 
sovereign powers within their taluqa or share of the 
territory. All such (except of the really large States like 
Patiala, Jind, and Nabha, &c.) were withdrawn in 1847 ^ 5 
and the chiefs retained the title of ‘ jagirdars,’ and hold on 
condition of loyalty and rendering service when required 
to the British Government. In all the minor chiefships, 
as I have said, every one of the conquerors had some share ; 
such was the spirit of equality which prevailed among 
the Jat tribesmen who so largely recruited the ranks of 
the Sikh ‘ misls.’ First, there was a share for the chief, 
and minor shares (patti) for the ‘ horsemen.’ These shares 
are inherited according to a special rule ; no widow succeeds, 
nor a descendant in female line; and a collateral can 
succeed only if the common ancestor was in possession 
at a fixed date (1808-9), the date when the British Govern- 
ment took the chiefs under its protection. 

§ I. MvJdfi Grants. 

By a ‘ mu’afi ’ is properly meant a remission (by royal 
grant) of the obligation of paying revenue on a fixed plot 

^ MeMirs Amb^la S. B,, § 61. ^ On the occasion of the disorders 

The jdgirdar ’s own land or home- occasioned by the first Sikh war, in 
farm is there called ^ iana ’ (in the which some of the cis-Sntlej chiefs 
Sutlej districts). (Of. voLI. p. 232, note.) misbehaved. 
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of land; and tMs was made often in favour of some re- 
ligious person or institution, or for some past good service. 
According to the original meaning^ the term implies that 
the holder of a plot of land is ^ excused ’ from paying 
the Government revenue; and usually it would be the 
person’s own land that is ^ excused ’ from revenue-payment, 
or a grant of land at disposal of the State has been made 
‘ revenue-free But in the older days, when proprietary 
right was less thought of, the State no doubt granted in 
mu’^fi a village, or plot of land which was already in the 
occupation of some one else. Here the mu'afidar contented 
himself with leaving the original occupants in possession, 
but he took ‘ batai ’ — a share in the produce — from them. 
The practical distinction then came to be, that the jagir 
was a grant with condition of service, and the mu’afi was a 
grant without such conditions. 

The terms ' j%ir ’ and ‘ mu’ afi ’ have now come to be used 
very much as synonyms. This is owing to the fact that 
service is not now required as the condition of the grant. 
A mu’afi' is, moreover, usually a small grant; the j%ir 
grant was commonly held by persons of some family and 
consideration. At the present day, however, one hears the 
pettiest revenue-free holdings * called ‘j%ir,’ and some 
large ones called ‘ mu’dfi.’ 

In concluding this notice, I have only once more to call 
attention to the districts near Delhi, where State grants 
called ‘ istimrari-muqarrari ’ are found They might or 
might not be proprietary grants. If not, they only gave 
a right to receive the Government revenue, of which only 
the fixed sum specified in the grant had to be remitted to 
the treasury. 

^ And tliat "wras why in the old cern with the plot allotted, it be- 
days, as in Bengal, such grants came the ^ Milk ' or property of the 
were called ^Milk’ or proprietary, grantee. 

For on the later theory that the ^ In Karniil, for example, as 
ruler owned all the land, no one already noted. See also Barkley’s 
could have a perfect or absolute title PanjAb edition of the Directions^ § 
But if the State made a grant which 133, p. 51. 
in effect abolished the State’s eon- 
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Segtiok X.— Tenants. 

§ I. Introductory Remarks, 

When we approach the study of the classes which are in- 
cluded under the term tenants/ we are prepared to find 
that some of them are really ancient proprietors who have 
long fallen out of rank. And we also expect to find many 
tenants who were always in that grade, only that they were 
hereditary, and possibly trace their connection with the 
land to the days of the first conquest or colonization. 

In the former case the oJd rights have become so far lost or 
changed, that the once cultivating proprietor cannot now be 
recognized, as a matter of fact, even in the secondary grade of 
proprietary interest. Still the land is in possession, and 
the memory of past times is clung to. When that is the 
case, various attempts have to be made to secure by law, a 
fair measure of protection to men whose inferiority to the 
present ‘ landlord ’ is an accident of war or misfortune, and 
whose position is, at any rate, independent of contract, or 
of any action of the landlords, in the way of originating 
the tenancy. 

In the Panjab, ‘ tenants ' of this reduced status may often 
be found; but they are not the chief or characteristic 
feature of the villages, as they are elsewhere. Where 
tenants have to be protected in this province, it is more 
commonly on the ground that, though confessedly of an in- 
ferior grade, they have substantially aided the proprietary 
class in founding the village and clearing the soil ; or if not 
that, at least they have helped to bear the revenue, for the 
long years when it was so burdensome as to absorb all 
profit. 

Under the Sikh rule, for instance, the principle was to 
exact a heavy revenue, and to ignore all distinctions of 
right in levying it ; every occupant of land — whether called 
‘ waris ’ or ' malik ’ or ‘ h^li ' (ploughman), or tenant, or 
anything else — had equally to pay the share of produce and 
the ‘zabtU rate on crops not divisible. And in the Delhi 
territory, both the Sikh assessments and our own early 
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assessments (which copied them) were so heavy, that tenants 
were welcomed by the proprietors, both to aid in paying 
the revenue (and also in founding new villages, as in Sirsa). 
Such tenants paid no formal rent ; but it must be remem- 
bered that the revenue burden was distributed by an all- 
round rate ; and as the proprietors held the best lands, and 
the tenants paid equally for the less desirable lands, and 
also lightened the burden which would have been otherwise 
insupportable^ the tenants, in fact, submitted to a sacrifice 
or conferred benefits which were the equivalent of a rent- 
payment. Such tenants were allowed — only too gladly— 
to extend their holding by taking up any waste they chose 
and cultivating it 

Claims to a tenant-right arose then in the Panjab, not so 
frequently out of any former statw of the tenantry, as out 
of the custom of the country, which accorded a privilege to 
men who had helped to found the village and had cleared 
the waste, and out of the claims which those tenants had, 
who in the Delhi, and indeed most other, districts, helped to 
bear ‘ the heat and burden of the day/ 

In the absence of any law, tenants in the Delhi districts 
had been returned in the records of right prepared at Settle- 
ment as ‘ occupancy-tenants,’ if they had held for ten or 
twelve years. The forms of record being those of the 
North-Western Provinces, they contained columns headed 
^ maurfisi ^ (hereditary or occupancy-tenant), also ‘ ghair- 
maurlisi ’ (tenant-at-will, non-hereditary), and these had 
to he filled up ; so that tenants were put down in one or 
the other, according to the general practice which regarded 
the length of possession ; — the period of twelve years having 
for a long time been the ‘ period of limitation/ which 
ripens a prescriptive title in India In other districts 
other methods were adopted, but more or less on the basis 

^ See the whole history of tenant were under the North-Westei'n Pro- 
right described in Ibbetson^s Karn^l vinces law when first settled, and 
S. i?., §§ 24-259. This applies even before 1859, the right of old 
equally to all the Delhi districts resident tenants was acknowledged 

^ At that time the Act X of 1859 to some extent by record, 
was not passed ; but the Districts 
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of long possession. When, however, Mr. Prinsep's Settle- 
ments began, he— * arguing from the absence of any distinct 
law in force in the Panjab, as to acquisition of 
occupancy by a twelve years’ holding, — directed the re- 
vision of these entries (in the Amritsar and Lahore 
divisions) and struck out the names of a large number of 
tenants from the occupancy-columns, breaking their fall by 
granting leases for periods of years. 


§ 3. Tenant-right Controversy, 

On this subject (as usual) a somewhat fierce controversy 
arose. There certainly was not a legal authority for 
classifying tenants in the records, and regarding some as 
^ occupancy ’ and some not, whether on the basis of 
twelve years’ possession or any other standard. As to the 
equity of the case, opinion was divided. On one side 
there were the descendants of families who had traditions 
of the conquest of the country by their ancestors, and the 
founding of the villages, and they naturally regarded cul- 
tivators of any caste different from their own, as being 
inferiors — whom in the days long past (so they asserted) 
they could have made pay whatever they chose, and could 
have turned out whenever they pleased. There were not 
wanting advocates for the complete restoration of these 
‘ upper ’ classes, and for the accord to them of unfettered pro- 
prietary rights. The landlord advocates also made the most 
of the fact above stated, that the record of tenant-right really 
depended on an unsuitable form of tabular return. It was 
said that Panjfib tenants were wholly ignorant of this dis- 
tinction, and that the ‘amins’ who filled up the forms, con- 
ferred rights (in fact) by recording in the ^hereditary’ 
columns at haphazard, all who appeared to have been several 
years in cultivating possession, and that without any real 
knowledge of the facts. 

But this allegation too was only true to a very limited 
extent. In one or two districts of the Delhi neighbourhood, 
we may read in Settlement Reports that something of the 

VOL. IT. z z 
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kind was done ^5 but even then it was not to any extent that 
worked practical injustice ; and the defect of the argument 
was, that it laid far too little stress on the fact that many 
tenants so entered, represented those who had helped in 
establishing or extending the villages, or had themselves 
been among the founders. It forgot, too, now that the 
revenue was easily paid, or was daily becoming so (owing to 
peace, rise in prices, and improved markets and roads) — 
it forgot the days when the tenants had paid equally with 
the landlords, and had in fact by their effoits contributed 
not a little to the preservation of the villages. This con- 
sideration far outweighed any error that might have arisen 
from attention to the mere length of time for which a 
tenancy had lasted. 

In every part of the Panjab, no reasonable person can 
doubt that old tenants, who had taken part in clearing 
the soil and founding the villages, or the sons of men who 
had come to the rescue, and enabled the village to bear 
up against the revenue burden, had, most certainly in the 
public estimation, such a claim to consideration as must 
necessarily have been called an ‘ occupancy-right ’ (and 
endowed with a certain protection in the matter of rent- 
enhancement, without which an occupancy-right is value- 
less), the moment we attempted to fix landed rights in any 
legal form. 


§ 3. Inquiry directed. 

In 1863 the Financial Commissioner issued a circular 
of inquiry on the subject of tenants. Commissioners 
were to ascertain ' what was the position of the most 
favoured non-proprietary cultivators previous to annexa- 
tion ; to what extent their right was recognized ; and on 
what conditions it was held ; whether the proprietor 
could eject them ... and if so, on what terms.’ When 
replies were received, a Committee was assembled (in 
1865) to consider the question of the proper position and 


^ A brief inquiry was made as to 
wbetber the tenant had held for 


twelve or nearly twelve years, and 
if so, he was called ^ MaurusI/ 
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privileges of tenants. About the same time (in 1866), Lord 
Lawrence, as Governor-General, had also directed inquiry on 
the subject, and the Local Government issued a further 
series of eight questions with a view to elicit all the 
facts. 


§ 4. Results elicited. 

It may safely be said that the following were the prin- 
cipal facts which came out : — 

(i) That in the case of villages colonized and originally 
conquered by tribes from the North-Western frontier and 
otherwise, and in the case of villages founded by co- 
operative enterprise, there were no doubt proprietary 
families (speaking of the land as their milldyat^ wirdsat^ 
&c.) and considering themselves superior to all the other 
cultivators. That many of these would willingly, under 
British rule, have forgotten their past history and the ob- 
ligations which arose out of it, and would have had their 
own supremacy re-established; no matter at what cost to 
other rights 

{%) That the effect of the Sikh rule had been to a large 
extent, but in different degrees in different districts, to ob- 
literate or reduce the distinction between proprietor and 
cultivating tenant : — 

‘ Time went on, land was abundant, population scant, the 
country became long subject to Pathan devastation, and after- 
wards to Sikh misrule ; and the tendency became rather to 
abandon rights— symbols more of misery than of benefit — than 
to contend for their exact definition and enjoyment. The 
heritors of estates and the subsequent squatters — the “waris” 
and the tenant — were placed on the same miserable level. It 
was not till Eaja Gulab Singh’s governorship that a wiser 

1 Perhaps this is said somewhat legal victory, but in many cases, 
too strongly. Landlords were not having received the tenants" sub- 
alwaysunmindfuiofwhatwasdueto mission, voluntarily, or in some 
the tenant classes. It is worthy of cases for a price, g) anted occupancy- 
note that in Siesa where the land- rights on something like 100,000 
lords, at the approach of a new acres (see Speech of Colonel Sir W. 
Settlement, began to eject tenants, Davies in the Legislative Council, 
the tenants brought suits but failed. 23rd June, 1886). 

The landlords did not pursue their 

ZZ% 
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system can be said to have been introduced’. . . The waris ” 
(landlord) and the asami (inferior cultivator) alike were on 
the same level. . . . There is in short no evidence to be found 
of one class having exercised proprietary right over other classes 
resident in the same village,’ 

And of the frontier districts of Peshawar and Hazara, 
Major James wrote : — 

^ At annexation we found the cultivators of old standing in 
actual possession of all proprietary rights, except those of sale 
and transfer, but acknowledging a vague liability to ejectment 
from a portion of their holdings on the appearance of the right- 
ful owner. . . , Everything tended to make their position one 
of independence. On the one hand the proprietors were in- 
terested in retaining them on the estate ; and on the other 
hand the Government farmers supported a class to which they 
mainly looked for profit. The ejectment (spoken of above) 
applied only to such lands as were occupied in the absence of 
the daftari V’ and they were all in possession of shares assigned 
to them as faqirs ” (cultivators with occupancy-rights were so 
called), to the occupation of which they retained a hereditary 
right.’ 

'It must be remembered,’ wrote Mr. (now Sir J. B.) Lyall, 
' that ordinarily rent did not go to the proprietors in 
those days : the Government or the jagirdar took the real 
rent direct from the cultivators by grain division or crop- 
appraisement, and the proprietors only got "proprietary 
dues” — a "biswa” payment or a"sirmS,ni” (one seer in 
forty of the grain) if they got anything at all.’ 

(3) The proprietors were always anxious to keep tenants 
and not to lose them ; so that the state of things did not 
exist which afterwards arose when land came to be in 
demand, and competition for it was possible. 

(4) That at all times tenants who had cleared the land 
and really aided in colonizing a village had a position of 

^ This refers to tLe country about Central Panj^b generally. 

Gujrat — tbe extract is from the Ee- ^ The name given to a landlord 

port of Hector Mackenzie, the first among tLe Afghan tribes, as being 
Settlement OfScer. It is true of the written in the ^ daftar ^ or record. 
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security, which was impossible not to describe as an occu- 
pancy right. 

(5) That (a) people who, in the ups and downs of fortune, 
had once been proprietors and held the full right, but now 
had fallen to an inferior position, and (6) persons who had 
long been attached to the soil as revenue assignees, but 
whose revenue rights had come to an end or were re- 
sumed, should have a protected tenancy in that land. 

§ 5. The Law of 1868. 

The result of these inquiries was, that after a Committee 
had sat at Murree, and other discussions had been con- 
cluded (which it is now of no interest to detail), the 
Panjab Tenant Law was enacted as Act XXVIII of 1868. 
This Act was summary, and in its language somewhat 
crude ; it dealt briefly and comprehensively, in the style of 
local laws of twenty years ago, with the heads of subjects, 
and left many matters of detail unnoticed. On the whole, 
it may be said that the Act — as a first attempt at legisla- 
tion on the subject — was more useful in this shape than it 
would have been if greater elaboration had been aimed at. 
It was inevitable, however, that it should need revision 
after the experience of several years. 

It was found, moreover, that there were legal difficul- 
ties about some sections, and especially about the working 
of the enhancement clauses. Besides this, the first enacted 
definitions of occupancy-right certainly failed to provide 
for some deserving cases. The law recognized no period of 
twelve years, or any other rule depending on mere lapse of 
time^ as giving rise to a right of occupancy ; — this principle 
has always been admitted (as it is still maintained) in the 
Panj^b; consequently defects are not remedied by any 
general provision, and the specific definitions require to 
be more than usually accurate and sufficient in order to 
prevent unjust omission. 

§ 6. The Dijfficulties in Act XXVIII of 1868. 

In 1876 attention began to be called (by the Chief Court 



710 


LAPS'D SYSTEMS "“OF BEITISH INDIA. [book hi. 


and the Financial Commissioner) to some of the legal dijSS.- 
cnlties in working the Act of i 858 . But even more 
serious difficulties were later felt in two districts, which 
are mentioned in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
with which the new law was introduced into the Legis- 
lative Council in June, 1886^. 

The difficulty that arose in Hushyarpur was a double 
one. There are no less than 44,000 occupancy-tenant 
holdings in that rich district, where the population is 
dense, and most of them, — paying at revenue rates with or 
without some addition for ‘ malikana/ — were legally liable 
to a fair enhancement. There was the usual difficulty in 
enhancing rents fairly under section ii of the old law, 
which directed a comparison with other tenants of ^ the 
same class! It happened that in Hushyarpur there was a 
great demand for land, and it was not difficult to point to a 
number of plots of good land for which owners and occu- 
pants of other lands were willing to pay very high cash- 
rents to secure them for members of their family, who 
could not be provided for on the family holding. By law 
those high rents, if the land and conditions generally were 
similar, could be appealed to as standards for raising the 
rent 

But in Sirsd district (one of those formerly in the North- 
Western Provinces^) the villages were for the most pax't 
established under grants of local rulers, about eighty 
or ninety years ago. The founders and the grantees (or 
their representatives) were at the first Settlement in 1851^, 

^ This was the first Bill. It was was, a number of the tenants were 
fully discussed and redrafted (Bill protected by entries in the Settle- 
No. II), July, 1887, again modified ment Eecord, and as these would 
(Bill No. Ill) in September, 1887, remain in force till the new Settle- 
and passed in its final shape on 23rd ment Records were sanctioned and 
September, 1887. It came into handed over to the district office, 
force on ist November, 1887, by Government prevented the mischief 
Notification No. 726, Panjdb Gazette of litigation by withholding sanc- 
of 3rd November, Part I, p. 578. tion to the new Eecords till Act 

2 It might have been a question, XVI of 1887 was passed, 
indeed, whether such cases were ‘ of ® I may once more remind the 

the same class ' ; but, however that reader that this district has since 
mightb6,itcertainly wouldhavebeen been abolished and divided, Pazilka 
a matter of legal argument and pro- has gone to Pirozpur and the rest 
longed litigation in appeal. As it to His^r. 
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recognized as proprietors, and the tenants who helped them 
were specially recorded as hereditary or ^ occupancy- 
tenants,' though they could no longer do as they pleased 
with the wastCj which, on the usual principles of the North- 
Western Settlement, was handed over as a gift to the pro- 
prietary hody'^. When in 187:^ a new Settlement became 
due, it was found that a considerable number of ordinary 
tenants had taken land, and had cleared some 265,000 
additional acres of waste. But under the Panjab law 
they were mere tenants-at-will, though, had the district 
remained in the North-Western Provinces, under Act X of 
1859, many of them (who had held for twelve years) would 
have become occupancy- tenants. There was, therefore, at 
Settlement time a considerable excitement. The landlords 
issued notices of ejectment so as to secure the tenants not 
being treated as occupancy-tenants (as those in 1852 had 
been) : and the tenants filed many suits to contest the 
ejectment^. 

A report on the working of the Tenancy Law was 
then called for by the Government of India^ and was 
furnished in October, 1881. It is unnecessary here to 
allude to the various Committees which sat, or to the succes- 
sive drafts of Bills which were prepared. A measure was 
introduced into the Legislative Council in June, 1886, 
and finally (after careful consideration) a fourth revised 
Bill was passed into law as Act XVI of 1887, and received 
the assent of the Governor-General in Council on 23rd 
September, 1887. 


^ It will be remembered that, 
originally, tlie waste was no-man's 
land, or belonged to the ruler. The 
grants for founding villages speci- 
fied no particular area ; and the cus- 
tom was for the founders and the 
tenants alike, to cultivate what land 
they chose. When our Government 
had to make boundaries for the 
estates, and to allot a fair gift of 
waste to each, it was naturally to 


the proprietors (not the tenants') 
that the gift was made. The pro- 
prietors found out the value of this 
gift, and when a tenant wanted to 
take up some more waste (as he had 
hitherto been accustomed to do — of 
his own will and pleasure) he found 
that the landlord now interfered 
and would not let him have it with- 
out permission and a rent-payment. 

^ See the note to p. 707, ante. 
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§ 7. Comparison of the Old and Ifeiu Law. 

It has constantly to be borne in mind that the object 
of the present Act is only to remove legal difficulties, and 
to provide for acknowledged specific cases of hardship, and 
to complete the provisions needed on a variety of matters 
which the old and more roughly cast Act of 1868 had left 
undetermined. B%t the principle of the tenant-right 
remains as it was before. To show how the provision for 
the main classes of tenant-right has been adapted to meet 
the difficulties above explained, I shall place, side by side, 
the sections of the two Acts, the repealed one (Act XXVIII 
of 1868) and the present law (XVI of 1887). 


§ 8. Classes of Ocmpancy^Tenants. 
Section 5 describes the classes recognized : — 


Existing Law of 1887. 


5. (i) A tenant — 

(a) who at the commencement of 
this Act has for more than 
two generations in the male 
line of descent through a 
grand-father or grand-uncle, 
and for a period of not less 
than twenty years, been oc- 
cupying land paying no rent 
therefor beyond the amount 
of the land-revenue thereof 
and the rates and cesses for 
the time being chargeable 
thereon, or 


(t) -who, having owned land, and 
having ceased to be land- 
ownerthereof, otherwise than 
by forfeiture to the Govern- 
ment or than by any volun- 
. tary act, has since he ceased 
to be land-owner, continuous- 
ly occupied the land, or 


(c) who, in a village or estate 
in which he settled along 
with, or was settled by, the 


Old Law of 1868 


5. Every tenant who — 

(1) has heretofore [i. e. before 
the date of the Act] paid no 
rent and rendered no service 
in respect of the land occu- 
pied by him, to the proprie- 
tor thereof for the time being 
beyond the amount of land- 
revenue and village cesses 
for the time being chargeable 
thereon, and whose father 
and grand-father, uncle and 
grand-uncle, occupying the 
same land have paid no rent 
and rendered no service in 
respect thereof to such pro- 
prietor beyond the amount 
aforesaid : 

(2) or who has involuntarily 
parted or shall involuntarily 
part with proprietary rights 
in any land otherwise than 
by forfeiture to Government : 
and who has continuously 
occupied or shall continuously 
occupy such land or any part 
thereof from the time of such 
parting : 

(3) or who is, at the date of the 
passing of this Act [21st 
October, 1868] the represen- 
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Existing Law of 1887. 


founder thereof as a cultiva- 
tor therein, occupied land on 
the twenty-first day of Octo- 
ber, 1868, and has continu- 
ously occupied the land since 
that date, or 


Old Law of 1868. 


tative of a person who settled 
as a cultivator in the village 
in which the land occupied 
by such tenant was situate 
along with the founders of 
the village : 


(d) who being jagirdar of the 
estate or any part of the 
estate in which the land 
occupied by him is situate, 
has continuously occupied 
the land for not less than 
twenty years, or having been 
such jagirdjir, occupied the 
land while he was j%lrdar 
and has continuously occupi- 
ed it for not less than twenty- 
years, — 

lias a right of occupancy in the land 
so occupied, unless in the case of a 
tenant belonging to the class speci- 
fied in clause (c^ the landlord 
proves that the tenant was settled 
on land previously cleared and 
brought under cultivation by, or at 
the expense of, the founder. 

(2) If a tenant proves that he has 
continuously occupied land for 
thirty years and paid no rent there- 
for beyond the amount of the land- 
revenue thereof, and the rates and 
cesses for the time being chargeable 
therein, it may be presumed that 
he has fulfilled the conditions of 
clause (a) of sub-section (i). 


(4) or who is or has been jagir- 
dar of the village or any 
part of the village in which 
the land occupied by him 
as tenant is situate, and 
who has continuously occu- 
pied such land for not less 
than twenty years : 

shall be deemed to have a right of 
occupancy in the land so occupied. 
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It will be observed that these clauses provide for all 
persons who 'naturally,’ i.e. according to the real custom 
and facts of their holding, ought to be called in terms of 


law ‘ occupancy- tenants 

^ In clause ( a) the wording is a 
modification or compromise regard- 
ing the question which arose 
whether the word ^heretofore' in 
the old clause should be retained or 
not. The legal meaning is that 
which (as affirmed judicially) I 
have inserted within square brack- 
ets, but it was commonly understood 
to mean ‘heretofore’ -with refer- 
ence to the date of suit, or inquiry 
at Settlement, as the case might be ; 
and so persons got rights who had 


held without paying rent or service 
for three geneiations, but including 
the immediate past, and not wholly 
in the time 5 e/o?’e the Act (i. e. be- 
fore 1868) as the law requires. 
There were arguments for altering 
the law to legalize the common 
view ; but on the w’hole the present 
rule was preferred. But it will be 
observed that the difficulty of prov- 
ing what happened so long ago as 
three generations before the present 
Act commenced (1887), is not so 
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The explanation which attaches to clause (c) is intended 
to meet cases of persons who, though their tenancy might 
date from the founding of the village, yet bore no part 
in the labour and expense of clearing, but were merely 
admitted on land already cleared and prepared for cultiva- 
tion: such persons would not, by custom, have had the 
same privileges as those who were really co-foundei's. 

In clause {cl) ‘j%irdd,r’ includes a ‘mu’afidar’ or any 
other grantee of revenue (see definition clause, No. 15) but 
not a village servant (often remunerated by a small rent 
and revenue-free holding). It often happened that these 
grantees of plots were formerly full pi’oprietors or members 
of conquering tribes, who were conciliated or consoled for 
the loss of possession by such jagirs ; and if, as such, they 
had obtained cultivating possession — though they could not 
be called owners of the land, or even ‘ sub-proprietors,' 
it was at least fair that a right of occupancy should be 
secured to them. 


§ 9. Additional Gases of Right, 

Besides these ' natural ’ classes of tenants, the law recog- 
nizes — necessarily — two others : — 

(i) tenants recorded in a Settlement sanctioned before 

the old Act was passed (October r^ist, 1868); 
those entries had all been revised and scrutinized, 
and in some cases had been repeated in later 
records ; clearly it would never do to reopen long 
settled questions of this kind ; 

(ii) is another case of rarer application : it may be 
that a man can prove that, though neither under 
Section 5 nor entered in any Settlement Eecord, 
still he has, on other grounds, such a strong claim 
to consideration, that a Court, in common fairness, 
would allow his right. I have seen but very 
few such cases, and in these a grant or promise 

great as that of going back three presumption raised by sub-section (2) 
generations hefore 1868 ; and the noiaterially facilitates proof. 
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by tbe landowner or overlord not to remove the 
tenant, has been proved. Or it might be that 
a tenant could show that persons situated exactly 
as he was, had been allowed rights under section 
6, or that some special local custom was proved^. 

Section 1 1 of the Act merely saves all persons who had Act XYl 
rights under the law of 1868, from being supposed to lose 
them owing to any condition or amendment inserted in the 
Act of 1887. 

All other tenants are tenants-at-will ; and no mere 
length of possession will give a right. Sec. 10. 

§ 10. Varieties of Method in Rent-paying, 

Before we can understand what protection is afforded by 
law to tenants of both classes (occupancy and ordinary) with 
respect to their rents and to ejectment^ it must be explained 
that cash-rents at a competition rate per acre of land, and 
varying according to the value or class of land, are still 
only occasional (see table at the end of this section). The 
reader will remember that in the Panjab only about 49 per 
cent, of the cultivated land is held by tenants as against 74 
per cent, in the North-Western Provinces. A considerable 
number of occupancy-tenants pay no rent at all — only the 
revenue and cesses^. Others pay the revenue plus a small 
‘ proprietary ’ due (as explained in an extract p. 708) ; 
others again pay in the same way as ordinary tenants, only 
at more or less favourable rates. In fact, we have as many 
as six classes which may be distinguished in respect of 
variety in the form of payment : — 

(i) paying at revenue rates without addition ; 

(ii) paying at revenue rates with some addition by 


^ See Revenue Judgments No. 4 
uf 1875 and No. 4 of 1876 (Panjab 
Record). 

See also Civil Case No. 112 of 
1880 for a ease of tenant by grant, 
and see Revenue Judgment No. 12 
of 1880 for a ease depending on 
peculiar circumstances. 

Also No. 18 (Revenue) of 1880 


where a village citsto^n, that a person 
(or his father and himself) having 
held for 50 years and paying only 
revenue and cesses, was entitled 
under section 8. Length of posses- 
sion is here an incident of the claim 
but it is not the sole ground. 

^ But see some remarks on this 
at p. 704, ante. 
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way of ‘ munafa’/ or ‘ malikana/ er ‘ biswa ’ (pro- 
prietary dne or profit) to the landlord ; 

(iii) paying cash-rents by a lump-sum on the holding 
(‘ Idgdn ' or ‘ chukota ’) ; 

(iv) paying cash-rents by rates per highd, or on some 
other measure of area (shara'-naqdi ’) ; 

(v) paying grain-rents (batai or bhdoli) — i. e. a share 

of the actual grain-heap. There may be a rent 
payable in kind, but fixed in gross, i.e. con- 
sisting of a settled quantity of grain of dijSe- 
rent kinds (or one kind) irrespective of what 
the actual yield is ; 

(vi) paying grain-rents by (kan or kankut) an 
appraisement of the standing crop, and delivery of 
a quantity of grain according to the estimate of 
the landlord^'s share. Whenever grain-rents are 
paid, it is usual to take a certain sum in cash on 
account of particular crops, known as ‘ zabti^.’ 

But it is quite possible that any tenant may pay partly 
in one method and partly in another. Any one of these 
forms ^ too, may be found in the case either of an 
occupancy-tenant, or a tenant-at-will ; no one is absolutely 
characteristic of either class. 

§ II. Privileges of Occupancy-Tenants — Enhancement, 

Occupancy-tenants’ rents not paid in cash are only 
enhanceable when part of the land becomes irrigated, by 
a change from the grain-share customary for Pry land, 
into the share customary for irrigated or river-moistened 
land, as the case may be. 

^ Zabii, from Zabt (A) « seques- equivalent, 
trated, reserved ; applied to parti- ^ A common form of tenancy is 
eular (and superior) crops like wbere the proprietor has mortgaged^ 
tobacco, melons, pepper, &c., &c., and agrees to work the land as 
which, not being easily divisible tenant under the mortgagee, pay- 
in kind, and also well able to pay, ing a cash rent or a certain share of 
are always represented, on the grain the produce, or both, 
division being adjusted, by a cash 
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Enliancemeilt of cash-rents (under the above circum- Sec. 22 . 
stances) may be bad under section 22>. 

As regards enhancement in other cases, the classes of 
tenant specified in sections 5 and 6 and 8 respectively, 
form so many degrees of privilege ; the first is the most 
favoured : he can only be made to pay two annas m^-lik- 
ana^ for every rupee of revenue, plus rates and cesses, that 
he pays. The other classes of section 5 can be made to 
pay six annas per rupee ; and those of sections six and 
eight (unless in the case of a special contract) twelve annas 
per rupee 

The tenant has a per contra right of claiming a reduc- Sec. 23. 
tion, on the ground that ‘the productive powers of his 
tenancy have been decreased by a cause beyond his control.’ 

§ 12. Alteration of Bent on cdteration of Area* 

It will be observed that enhancement on the ground Sec. 28 
of increase of area (which is not really enhancement at 
all) is, in the Act, properly kept separate from the fore- 
going provisions ; and there is also the corresponding 
right to an abatement on decrease of area. The Act, 
therefore, has a special heading for ‘alteration of rent 
on alteration of area.’ 


§ 13. General Condition that Rents must be fair^ and last 
for a term of years. 

It is important to remember that the law adds a ‘ rider ’ Sec 25. 
to all enhancement and abatement rules. The provisions 


^ ‘MHiMna/ it will be recoUected, 
is, in Bengal and elsewhere, usually 
employed to mean an allowance to 
an ex-proprietor by way of solatium 
for a lost right. In the Panjab 
it is used more commonly to mean 
what an inferior, or a tenant, pays 
by way of recognizing a superior, or 
landlord's right. 

^ This method of calculating rent 
with reference to th^ revenue stan- 
dard, is familiar in the Panj^b and 
has been substituted for section ii 
of the old Act, which attempted to 


compare the tenant in question 
with other tenants (in the same 
or adjoining villages) ‘ of the same 
class' (having or not having an 
occupancy as the case might be) 
^and holding land of a similar 
description and with similar ad- 
vantages.' It often happened that 
such a comparison was impractic- 
able ; or if practicable, that, owing 
to special demand for lands or other 
local causes, there would be rents 
so high that comparison would be 
unfair. 
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fix limits, but the Court is always to regard (not only 
the legal limits, but also) what is ^ fair and equitable ’ 
in the particular case. 

Sec. 24. There are also (as usual) limits to the repetition of 
the enhancement process ; so that when a rent has been 
enhanced, it cannot again be raised for five years in 
some cases, and ten in others. 

§ 14. Privileges of Occupancy -Tenants — Ejectment, 

I may pass over the provisions regarding relinquishment 
(express) and abandonment of holding (without notice) and 
Sec. 39 speak of ejectment. The occupancy-tenant can only be 
ejected on the ground (i) that he has used the land in a 
manner incompatible with agricultural use, or (i^) that if be 
has to pay rent in kind, he has failed to cultivate as 
usual or (3) that he has an unsatisfied decree for arrears 
of rent against him. 

The ejectment of an occupancy-tenant must be hy decree 
(i.e. a judicial afiSrmation of the existence of the cause 
specified by law) except in the case of an unsatisfied decree 
for arrears, in which an application may be made to the 
Sec. 44. Revenue Officer for summary ejectment. This latter pro- 
ceeding enables the Revenue Officer still to give the de- 
faulting tenant a chance, by allowing fifteen days’ grace for 
him to pay up in. But the tenant does not forfeit his right 
to compensation if any is due under the Act. 

Any decree, or order on an application, for ejectment, is 
ordinarily carried out only between ist May and 15th June, 
i.e. after one harvest and before operations for the next 
crop begin ; unless, indeed, for special reasons, the decree or 
order expressly directs otherwise. 

Sec. 49. The Act has provided some new and useful directions 
regarding a case which often arises, viz. that ejectment — 
however justifiable— has to take place when some part of 
the crop is still immature or still ungathered, or where a 

^ A^d even then the Court may decree damages or compensation and 
not ejectment (see section 48). 
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portion of the land has been prepared for the next sowing^. 

I have given some examples on the subject extracted from 
Financial Commissioner's Consol. Circular (Part II, No. 

17), and refer the reader to the passage in the Chapter on 
‘ Revenue Business ’ (section on Duties under the Tenancy 
Act). 

§ 15. Other Privileges of Occupancy-Tenants — Right of 
Alienation. 

The tenant-right under any clause of section 5, is trans- 
fer ahle^ subject to certain conditions for which the Act Sea 53 
must be read in detail. Speaking generally, the require- 
ment is, that notice be served through the Revenue Office 
on the landlord, who is allowed a month within which to 
exercise a right of pre-emption, whereby he buys the tenant- 
right out and out. Any co-sharer in a joint-proprietary 
body may exercise this right. 

The landlord has a certain right in case the occupancy- Sec. 55. 
title is sold in execution of a decree (i.e. involuntarily). 

A minor right of occupancy, i.e. not under section 5, is 
not either attachable or saleable in execution of decree, nor 
is it transferable without the previous consent of the land- Sec. 56. 
lord. 

All irregular transfers are voidable at the option of the Sec. 60 
landlord. 

An occupancy-tenant may sublet (subject to any provision 
of the Act and any contract in writing between him and 
his landlord) for a term not exceeding seven years. 58. 

§ 16. Succession to Tenancies. 

The order of devolution of an occupancy- right by in- Sec 59. 
heritance is regulated by law. It will be observed that 
the widow s right, long acknowledged by custom, is now 

^ We speak of the spring harvest there not ripe, and nncut, or 
and the antumn harvest j but in part of the crop -will stiU be 
fact, what with varieties in soil, standing while the tenant has been 
diffei’ences in district, climate, and ploughing up and ridging other 
many other circumstances, no dates fields for a next sowing . this fact 
are positive and universal : there had hitherto been ignored, 
will always be a crop here and 
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legalized expressly ; but her tenure is for life and witbout 
power of transfer ; and it is lost by re-marriage. No other 
female inherits. All this is matter of univei'sal custom. 
Collateral succession is limited to the cases where the 
collateral and the landholder are descended from a common 
ancestor who had occupied the land. 

§ 17. Other Rights. 

A landlord cannot make an improvement fas defined in 
the Act) on an occupancy-holding (except of course by 
Sec 61. consent) without the permission of the Collector (and see 
remarks on the point under the head of ‘Eevenue Business’). 
Having made the improvement, there may be a special 
Sec. 62. enhancement of rent. 

The occupancy-tenant can always make an improvement 
himself on his tenancy. He is always entitled to compen- 
Sec. 68. sation for it, if ejected. 

§ 18. Protection to Ordinary Tenants. 

The principle of the law is that ordinary tenancies, as 
regards the rent and enhancement, are generally subject to 
contract between the parties. But ordinary tenants are 
protected under the Act in various ways ; and the case of the 
Sirsa tenants before mentioned, was thus sufficiently pro- 
vided for, without creating any new or special kind of 
occupancy-right, under the general provisions as amended. 

I may refer first to the provisions about grain-paying 
Secs. 12(2) tenants; on the other hand, if the tenant is dishonest and tries 
to remove grain, the landlord is protected by the legal pre- 
Sec. 16. sumption that the grain-heap ought to consist of the 
maximum produce of a full harvests 

It is also a solid convenience to a tenant holding under 
Sec 15. several co-sharing proprietors that they cannot come down 
on him severally for fractional shares of rent. He need 
only pay his whole rent to one man. 

^ On tlie well-known principle of * omnia presumuntur contra spolia- 
torem.’ 
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Then the provision about alteration of rent following on 
alteration of area, already alluded to, applies to all tenants, Sec. 28 
and so the rubs about remission of rent for calamities. 29, 

A tenant of any kind can only be ejected after issue of 
notice, at the end of the ^'agricultural year’ : and this notice 
is made subject to certain conditions. Section 49 (already Sec. 45 
alluded to) equally applies to ordinary tenants ; and 
improvements^ though they cannot be made without the 
consent of the landlord, give rise to a claim for compensa- 
tion on ejection, 

§ 19. Compensation for JDisturhance. 

^ But the special provision which will protect such cases Sec. 69 
ao the Delhi Districts tenants (where they have not got 
occupancy-rights) is that enacted in section 69. A tenant 
who, though not entitled to occupancy, was yet a ' but^mdr ’ 
or clearer of the waste, is not only entitled to compensation 
for improvements, but also to a special compensation for 
disturbance, in a sum — to be fixed by a Eevenue Officer — 
not exceeding five years'* rent of the land. 

§ 20. Statistics of Tenancy, 

The following figures (for the year ending with the spring 
harvest of 1888) will serve to give an idea of the proportion 
of lands cultivated by tenants to those cultivated by 
proprietors, and of the number of tenants paying rent in 
kind or in cash, and of tenants paying only the revenue- 
rate and nothing more. 




! 

Number of i 
lioldingf'. 

Area (acres). 

Total area cultivated .... 

6,157,7% 

27,254,601 

Ditto 

by owners 

2,934,312 i 

16, 545-504 

176,903 

Ditto 

by tenants// ee ofreyit 

169,700 

Ditto 

by tenants paying rent 

' 3 >oS 3 , 77 i 

10,532,194 


VOL. 11. 


3 ^ 
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With ocoupancy- 

aiQHTS. 

Without occupancy- 
bights. 



JTximTDer of 
holdings. 

Area, 

Number of 
holdings. 

Area. 

1 

By tenants paying at 
revenue-rates with or 
without an additional 
fee or ^ mdhkdna * 

396.539 

Ij 399 >i 65 

251,729 

602,355 


Paying other cash-rents 

112,110 

544,226 

75^,488 

2,288,824 

§ 

Paying rent in kmd 
(with or without some 
addition in cash) 

152,805 

874,727 

1,382,100 

4,822,897 





Irrigated 

(acres). 

Unirngated 

(acres). 

ail of rents and area 
on which paid. 

Bents in kind. 

(1) Zabti rents ^ . 

(2) I produce or more . 

(3) fto| 

(4) to |- . . . . . 

(5) i or less 

(6) By fixed amount of produce . 

(7) Total area under rents in kind 

12,970 

678,448 

185,608 

557.590 

575.362 

77,229 

2,087,217 

38,461 

15308,969 

384.653 

957.827 

875.975 

37.191 

3,603,076 

-S-s 

(8) Total area paying cash-rent . 

919,805 

3,922,096 

0 

P 

0 2 

(9) Total cash-rent 

8,447,460 


Section XI. — ^The Special Law and Local Features 
OF Hazara. 

§ I. The Law Applicable. 

For the Hazara district, which is a scheduled district, a 
special set of Settlement Rules were passed under the 
Panjah Frontier Regulation, issued under the 33 Vic. cap. 
III^. The Tenancy Act (XVI of 1887) is s-lso subject to 
certain modifications as enacted in Regulation XIII of 1887. 


^ See note at p. 716, ante. 

^ See Panjah Code (Legislative 
Department) second ed., 1888, Part 
IIL BegidaUon 1 0/1872 and Regula- 


tion II of 1874. This law is still in 
force, and the Land-Revenue Act 
XVII. of 1887 applies subject to their 
special provisions^ 
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§ Record-of-Rights. 

As regards rights, a statement was made out for every 
village, showing the whole of the occupants and other 
persons interested in the land. This was made public and 
discussed, and then the Settlement Officer declared who of 
all these he considered ‘ proprietors ’ and who ^ tenants.’ A 
person aggrieved might petition the Settlement Officer and 
get his case heard as a regular judicial suit. 

A special provision was made for dealing with cases 
where there was a double proprietary tenure, which resulted 
from the confusion introduced by the Sikh rule. 

I have alluded, in the section on tenures, to a custom of 
periodical redistribution of shares or holdings of land. In 
Hazara this custom is called, as usual, ‘ wesh.’ If this 
custom was ancient (i. e. before the Sikh rule), and a sharer 
had lost land by its being taken for public purposes, or by 
diluvion, the Settlement Officer might award him (under 
certain conditions) a plot out of the ‘ shamiUt ’ or common 
land of the village; but if he had already been paid com- 
pensation by the State for the land, he must refund the 
money to the common fund before getting the land. 

Eights in village sites were also recorded, but the record 
is only to be primd facie evidence as far as these entries 
are concerned. 

Pre-emption customs were recorded and followed. So 
also inheritance customs, either of tribes or villages, were 
defined, subject to certain rights of appeal. 

Succession in the case of jagirs or revenue-assignments 
was also defined under sanction of the Government through 
the chief revenue authority (the Financial Commissioner). 

Special rules appear also for the appointment of village 
headmen or lambardars. So also for patwms, one of whom 
ordinarily is found for each village. 

The instalments of revenue are apportioned one to each 
harvest, the dates of payment being fixed by the Settle- 
ment Officer, so as to fall about one month after the principal 
crops are harvested. 


3^2 
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The cesses levied in addition to the land-revenue are 
special: one per cent, is for schools (the location of which 
was determined at the time), and a small rent and 
revenue-free plot is to be allowed to the schoolmaster. One 
per cent, is also to be levied for the relief of disease among 
the population of Hazara. 


§ 3- Object of the Record: exceptional finality. 

Unless (as in the case of the record of rights in the 
village site, already mentioned) it is otherwise expressly 
provided, all records of rights, customs, liabilities, and all 
rules drawn up by the Settlement Officer, are, when sub- 
mitted to the Commissioner and confirmed by the Financial 
Commissioner, to be considered as ‘ a final settlement of 
all matters treated of/ These cannot even be revised at a 
future Settlement, unless they relate to ofBce- bearers, and 
their duties, to the amount and method of paying the 
Government revenue, to cesses, or to proprietary rents of 
any description. 

No suit will lie to enforce a right or usage contrary to 
the Settlement record, except in so far that a suit may be 
brought to show that the record of a holding does not 
represent the actual award at Settlement (in which case the 
record may be amended). 

This, it will be observed, is different from the law re- 
garding ordinary records of rights. There is, however, a 
general exception in favour of persons who can prove 
(within three years of the date of final report) that they 
were not in the Panjab during Settlement, and did not 
know what was going on. 

In short, the object was, in Hazara, to give no ground for 
continuing those long disputes which the ancient incursions 
of tribes, and local feuds, and the changes and dispossessions 
of the Sikh rule, had given rise to. 

On the establishment of peace, long ousted landholders 
sought to get back their rights, mortgagors desired to be 
replaced, and so forth. All these matters were once for all 
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gone into on the spot by a particularly competent officer^ 
• with ample opportunities for appeal. 

Everything that could concern anybody, landlord or 
tenant, was carefully inquired into and recorded then and 
there. After a cautious examination and approval of the 
record, it was made final, and all questions settled and hopes 
of change rendered futile. Such a course was essential in 
a district inhabited chiefly by primitive and quarrelsome 
mountaineers. 

In other respects, i. e. as regards recovery of arrears, 
mutation of names in the record, appointment of officials, 
&C.5 the Land-Eevenue Act is in force. 


§ 4. Tenancy. 

The ordinary Tenancy Law is also slightly modified in its 
application to Hazara by a special Eegulation^. 

Occupancy-rights are given to persons who 
such rights ; but the terms required to be specially adapted 
to Hazara where not only had the Sikh rulers dealt direct 
with the tenants^ but we also had given them protection for 
twenty years after annexation. The terms of section 5 
are therefore modified with reference to the original date of 
the Hazara Kegulation, and also contain special clauses 
protecting tenants who had held from the date of the sum- 
mary Settlement in 1 847 

Section 1 1 is modified to meet the additional clauses, and 
section %% (the enhancement section) in a corresponding 
manner. 


1 Colonel E. Or. Wace. It is witli 
tmfeigned regret that I record the 
loss the Province sustained by the 
death of this eminent Eevenne 
Officer (at the time first Financial 
Commissioner) in the spring of 
1889, when I was preparing to re- 
vise these pages. 

^ Eegulahon XUI of 1887 repeals 
the earlier Regulations 111 0/18'-]$ and 
III of 1874. The Kegulation extends 
Act XVI of 1887 to Hazara, subject 
to certain changes in see. 5, sec 10, 


sec. IT, sec. 22, and to alter (in sec. 
24) a reference to the Act of 1868, 
to one to the Hazara Tenancy 
Regulation, 1873. That is the 
whole change. The Legislative 
Department Edition of the Tenancy 
Act gives these changes convenient- 
ly in foot-notes to the text of the 
Act. 

^ See a letter from the Govern- 
ment of the Panjab to the Govern- 
ment of India, Xo. 1156, dated 
loth September, 1872. 



726 


LAND SYSTEMS OE BRITISH INDIA. [book in. 


§ 5. Forest Lands. 

The whole question of waste and forest was settled, and a 
special Eegulation under the 33 Vic., cap. 3, No. II of 1879, 
was passed (superseding some earlier ones) for the manage- 
ment of the forests. There are certain tracts reserved as 
permanent forests and subject to very much the same pro- 
hibitions and protections as the general Forest Law of 
India contains. Other forest (village forest) is under pro- 
tective regulation, but not managed directly by depart- 
mental officers. Waste land not dealt with either as reserved 
or village forest, may be brought under cultivation without 
restriction. As the country is mostly mountainous, it is 
prescribed that forest or turfed land mnst be kept up 
in all places where there is danger from landslips, fall- 
ing'Stones, ravines^ torrents, and the like. The principle 
has been that, practically, the Government so far owns the 
waste, that at least it has a right to take up any part of 
it for forest purposes, but it gives up the rest freely. More- 
over, as the people were in former days allowed a very 
extensive user, and certainly were never prevented from 
treating the forest as if it were their own, they have been 
allowed a certain share in the value of trees felled in 
reserved forest estates, partly to compensate them for 
exclusion from the tract. Government reciprocally has a 
right to a part of the value of trees cut in non-reserved 
tracts, because the Government always asserted a right to 
the trees, if not to the forest itself. The principle adopted 
was, not to raise any theory of ownership, which it would 
have been impossible to settle, but to inquire practically 
what the villages had enjoyed, and provide for that or for 
its fair equivalent. The rest then remained at the disposal 
of the State for the maintenance of public forests. 



CHAPTER III. 


THE REVENUE QEEICIALS — THEIR BUSINESS AND 
PEOCEDURE. 


Section I. — Revenue Opfioeks. 

§ I. The Financial Commissioners, 

At the head of the Revenue Administration, and directly 
under the Local Government, are the two Financial 
COMMISSTONEBS \ 

They divide the work between themselves in ordinary Act XVil 
matters and give a joint decision in certain others, on 
which subject Rules were published in Notification^ No. 

1^2, dated ist March, 1888 K 

§ 2, Director of Land- Records and Agriculture. 

In the Panjab, as elsewhere, a Director of Land-Records 
and Agriculture exists (see voL i. chap. V. p. 354). The 
office, in this province, has developed out of the ' Settlement 
Commissioner,' an office now no longer existing. The Director 


1 Called ‘First' and ‘Second.' 
Tliey have a Senior and a Junior 
Secretary. 

^ Except in certain eases in which 
a joint opinion is required, one 
Financial Commissioner disposes of 
business connected with : — 

A, Land-Revenue Act ; Tenancy 
^Act ; Canal Act j Forests 
*and Waste Lands ; Leases of 
Waste Land, &c. ; Surveys ; 


and Famine. 

And the other with : — 

B. Income Tax ; Stamps ; Salt 
and Excise ; Trade ; Court 
of Wards ; Pensions and 
Jagirs ; Government suits ; 
Land Improvement and Agri- 
cultural Loans (Act XIX of 
1883 and XII of 1884) ; Land 
Acquisition Act. 
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Act XVII 
of 1887, 
see. 6. 


aids the Divisional Commissioners in supervising Settle- 
ments, by inspecting the record^ survey, and statistical 
work. He is constantly engaged in seeing to the efficiency 
of the patwari and k^mingo staff, and to the accuracy of 
their records. He also does whatever is possible, in the 
present state of the province, in respect of agricultural 
improvement. His office is not mentioned in the Act, as he 
requires no formal Revenue powers: but the Financial 
Commissioners^ Consol. Circular (Revenue Officers, No. 2 ,^) 
gives the requisite details as to his duty and authority. 


§ 3. The Commissioner. 

There are six ‘ divisions^ formed of groups of districts, 
and over each is a Commissioner. Subject to the general 
superintendence and control of the Financial Commissioner, 
the Commissioner controls all other Revenue Officers in the 
division^. 

§ 4. The Deputy Commissioner {Collector). 

Each of the thirty- one districts has a District Officer in 
charge ; his ordinary official or executive title, as usual in 
provinces of the so-called non-Regulation class, is ‘ Deputy 
Commissioner,’ In the Land-Revenue Act he is called 
‘ Collector 


§5. Subordinate Officers. 

The Land-Revenue Act contemplates Assistant Collectors 
in two grades. The ordinary official title of the Officers 
who assist the District Officer is ' Assistant Commissioner,^ 
for the same reason as led to the title Deputy Commissioner. 
A certain number of ‘ Uncovenanted ’ Officers (Native and 
European) are appointed to a similar rank, with the desig- 

^ See the Chapter on Officials in nanted or a military officei*. In the 
Bengal (vol. i. Book 11. chap. v. p. Panj^b, the district officer is Collec- 
666), where the details regarding a tor and also District Magistrate j he 
Commissioneris duties are given has no Civil court functions, except 
and are applicable equally to all in a .very few districts where he is 
provinces. ^ also ‘ District Judge/ for the pur- 

^ The title Deputy Commissioner pose of superintendence, though in 
is retained in provinces where the fact he does little or no civil *work. 
district officer may be an uncove- 
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nation of ' Extra Assistant Commissioner.’ According to 
experience and standing, these Assi>stant and Extra Assistant 
Commissioners (and also Tahsildars) may be, and are, 
appointed Assistant Collectors of the first grade : while 
junior officers and N^ib-Tahsildars are invested with powers 
of second-grade Assistant Collector. 

There is no occasion to enlarge on the subject of the 
Collector’s duties and powers. They are provided by law, 
and are in practice very much what they are in other pro- 
vinces. As usual, the Act reserves a number of subjects to 
the jurisdiction of the Kevenue Officers alone, and these Sec. 158. 
cannot form the subject of a suit in a civil court. 

The functions assigned to a ‘ Revenue Officer ’ by the Act, 
may be discharged by whatever class of officers the Local 
Government determines ; unless (as in some sections) the 
Act itself prescribes some particular grade or class of 
Revenue Officer as empowered to act under it. The Gazette 
Notification, No. 81, of 1st March 1888, divides the functions 
under the Act into two groups ; and provides that powers 
under group A are to be exercised only by Collectors or 
officers above that grade. Those in group B may be exer- 
cised by Assistants of the first grade or any higher officer. 

Officers below the rank of first-grade Assistant can act in 
cases where neither the Act nor the Rules, nor the Notifi- 
cation, specify any higher grade. 

Group A consists of powers to appoint, punish, or dismiss 
village and pargana officers ; to carry out assessments ; to 
certify arrears of land-revenue ; and to prepare the list of 
village-cesses (see p. 60 5, ante). But by the Act, an Assistant See. 27. 
or Extra Assistant Commissioner (or indeed any other per- 
son) can be vested with the powers of a Collector, either 
generally or in respect of a certain class of cases ; and in 
that case he can dispose of matters in group A, in general 
subordination to the Collector. 

Group B refers to defining boundaries and erecting Secs. loi, 
marks, &c., and to authorizing distraint and sale of crops gel' 7^^* 
and moveable property ; and to taking action in case of a ^^0.36 (4). 
dispute as to possession of property. 
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A second-grade Assistant cannot pass orders on any of 
these matters, but he can (e.g.) inquire into the correctness 
Sec. 34. of the entries in a Eegister of Mutations, as neither the Act, 
nor the rules, nor the notification, require any particular 
grade of Revenue Officer to perform the duty. 

There is a very complete account of the duties of the 
Collector and his staff in the volume of Consol* Circulars 
(Revenue Officers, No. 18 and which should be consulted. 
The Circ. No. 19 deals with Settlement Officers, and No. 20 
with Assistant Commissioners ; No. with Extra Assistant 
Commissioners (who are locally appointed). 

§ 6 . Tahsil Officers. 

It wiU be observed that in the Panjab Act, the Tahsild^r, 
who is the officer in charge of a local treasury, and the 
Revenue officer of the local subdivision of a district called 
a ^ TahsiV is not reckoned, as such, among Revenue officers; 
nor is a Deputy Tahsildar (called Ndib-TahsildSr) : but, as 
a matter of practice, both officers are, according to their 
standing and experience, and to their having passed, or not 
yet passed, the departmental examination, always vested 
Sec. 6 (3). with powers either of a second-grade or a first-grade 
Assistant Collector. 

The ‘tahsil,’ as already remarked, is a subdivision of 
a district, which is of primary importance in the Panj^b ; 
the Mughal ‘pargana’ is still remembered in some parts, 
and is found convenient to refer to locally in reports, &c., 
but ordinarily the ^parganas’ were confused under the Sikh 
‘taluqa’ or ‘ilaqa’ ; and moreover they never had much, if 
any, value in the northern districts, where we have the 
‘ ilAqas’ of tribes. Consequently, the tahsU is a more con- 
venient administrative unit ; larger than the paigana, and 
so disposed that ordinarily about four of them comprise a 
district^. 

At the conveniently selected head-quarter town, is the 

^ Rawalpindi happens to hare smaller hill tracts). Amhdla has 
seven tahsils (of which two are six, and Eirozpur, five. 
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talisil treasury and office ; and here local payments are made 
by the village headmen, and local revenue petitions are 
presented. Some of them are disposed of, and others 
reported on for the orders of the Collector. The Tahsilddr, 
as his name implies, is the officer in charge of such a tahsil, 
and, as he has local control, he is (necessarily) vested with 
powers of a (Subordinate) Magistrate, so that, though he is 
not expected to try magisterial cases in any number, he 
may have the prestige and the authority of a Magistrate to 
act in case of need. A good Tahsildar is well versed in 
Revenue details, and has an intimate knowledge of the 
people in his tahsil as well as of the condition of the estates 
in it, and of the peculiarities of climate and agricultural 
conditions under which land-management is carried on. 

He is constantly in camp, and is therefore assisted by a 
Ndih (or Deputy) who has similar, but lesser powers, and 
so arranges his movements that he is at the tahsil head- 
quarters, when the Tahsildar is away. 

The rules under the Act give details as to the selection, Eu]es,Part 
appointment, dismissal, and control of Tahsildto and^^’^^^^*^‘ 
Deputy Tahsildars, and the qualifications required of them ; 
and further details are found in the Consol, Circular 
(Revenue Officers), No. 22^. 

The number of officers of this class for the whole province 
is sanctioned by Government; but the appointment, posting, 
and control of the staff rests with the Financial Com- Act xvil 
missioner^. The rules also give directions as to 
TahsilddFs inspections and camp movements; his jj 

attention being directed to cheeking the record of changes chap, 
in proprietary and occupancy holdings, and to the harvest 
statistics ; while his camp tours also afford special oppor- 
tunities for dealing on the spot with partition cases, and 
with matters connected with lambardars’ appointments, 
and cases of lapse of revenue assignment. 

^ Superintendents and Deputy experienced in Settlement work, 
Superintendents for Settlement and aTailable to reinforce the tahsil 
work are now no longer a separate office in a district where Settlement 
class ; they are merely tahsildars work is in progress. 
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Secs. 13- 
16. 


Sec 17. 


Sec. 17. 


§ 7. Power of Appeal^ Review^ and Revision, 

Tiie Act contains the usual provisions about appeal from 
the orders of one grade of officer to the next above him ; 
and about officers reviewing their own orders (on cause 
shown) ; and about the power which the chief controlling 
authority has in all cases (and the Commissioner in the 
case of all officers below him) of calling for the record of 
any case, of his own motion, or at request of any party in- 
terested, and doing justice by passing such order as he may 
think fit. The Act itself may be referred to without 
difficulty, on the subject of appeal and review, and of the 
‘ revision-jurisdiction,’ as it is called. 

§ 8. Povcedure in Revenue Cases. 

The procedure of Revenue officers is to some extent 
specially provided for. The principal points taken up are 
those where the civil court procedure is not altogether 
suitable, viz the appearance of parties by agent ; the power 
of summoning persons before the Revenue Officer, and the 
method of making any proclamation regarding land^. 
Under this section supplemental rules of procedure have 
been made^. The object of the rules is to secure the least 
technical procedure possible, to insure simplicity in the 
record of proceedings, and in drawing up orders and giving 
reasons therefor. Nothing in the Act or rules calls for any 
special comment in this place. 


Section II. — Village Oeeicees and theik Supeevisobs. 

§ I. Village Offtcers in the Act 
I might have mentioned as next in order below Tahsil- 
ddrs, the Raniingo ; but his functions will be better under- 
stood after we have considered the village officers’ duty. 

See^o^zT^caiiOHjNo. 75, istMarcli, fact, and there is no opportunity 
1888, p. 51 of the Gasette Extrao'idvnr for any difficult matter of law in 
an/, which assistance is called for. To 

^ The advisability of excluding encourage pleaders in such cases 
legal practitioners is obvious, in would merely be to foment disputes 
simple matters where nothing is and impoverish the people, 
required but plain statements of 
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The term ^village officer’ is applied in the Land-Revenue 
Act to 'patwdHs^' ‘ headmen/ and ‘ chief headmen/ In the 
village system of old days, the artizans and watchmen, &c., 
were practically included along with village officers, as 
receiving their share in the grain or holding patches of land 
in virtue of their office or employment, or as a reward for 
service ; but there is no occasion in this book to notice 
them, as they have no share in the Revenue work. The 
village watchmen are to some extent organized and pro- 
vided for by rules under the Laws Act : but they are not 
Revenue officials in any sense. The whole subject of ‘ Village 
Agency and Records ’ forms Part III of the volume of Gon- 
solidated OwcularSy and Nos. should be referred to. 

§ 2. The PaUvdri. 

This official is of the utmost importance to the system. 

On his being duly trained and being competent cai'efuUy to 
prepare the village records and statistics, really depends (in 
the last resort) the hope of diminishing the labour and 
trouble to the people which the recurrence of Settlement 
proceedings occasions. Of late years the position and pay 
of the patw&i have been greatly improved. Patwari 
schools have been organized ; the old ignorant Hindi- 
writing pat'wdri has been got rid off ; and decently paid, 
well-taught, Urdu- writing men are everywhere to be found, 
who can survey, map neatly and accurately, and prepare 
their own records ; whereas formerly they stood by, while a 
‘ munsarim ’ wrote the returns and forms for them. 

The little book of Rules for Patwdris^ prepared in 1885, 
is still in use, giving details regarding duty, and ample 
instructions as to the preparation of the land records and 
statistical returns required, and as to the method of making 
the harvest and other local inspections. There is also an 
excellent Mensuration and Survey Manual prepared ex- 
pressly with a view to patwan instruction. The rules Eules, 
regarding patwdris are made under the authority 
section 28 of the Land-Revenue Act. vili. 
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Eules, 
Parti, 
Chap. I, 


Part I, 
Chap, ir 


§ 3. PatwdHs Circles, Pay, 

A patwaii is aot appointed to each. Tillage, but to a 
circle, as determined by the Commissioner ; and there 
may, for special reasons, be an assistant patwari in large 
and difficult circles. The patwari is a ^public servant,’ 
within the meaning of the Indian Penal Code, though, 
as before mentioned, he has no powers as a ‘Eevenue 
Officer’ under the Land-Eevenue Act. A portion of the 
village cess^ is formed into a fund for the pay of patwMs 
under the orders of the Financial Commissioners, and 
a schedule of pay is also sanctioned ; ordinarily, the pay 
is not more than E.i2o, or less than E. 10, ‘exclusive of 
income from mutation fees and local rate.’ 

The rules may be consulted as to the qualifications of 
patwdris, the register of candidates, the examinations 
required, the place given to hereditary connection in the 
selection of candidates for vacancies, the conditions as to 
residence (with his family) inside the circle, the disabilities 
as to trade and money-lending, the rules for discipline and 
removaP. 


§ 4. Patwdris' Duties — GeneraL 

Chapter II of the Eules deals with the duties of the 
patwari. He is to report to the Tahsfldar any calamity 
affecting land, crops, cattle, or the agricultural classes ; 
and to bring to notice alluvial and diluvial action of 
rivers; encroachments on Government lands; the death 
of revenue-assignees and pensioners; progress of works 
made under the Agricultural Loans and similar laws; 
and the emigration or immigration of cultivators. He 
is to be ready to make surveys and field inspections, and 
to aid in relief of agricultural distress, and in elections 
under the District Boards Act (XX of 1883). 

^ It is levied at a rate not exceed- according to the salary rules. * 
i ng 6| per cent, on the land-revenue ; ^ As to special rewards to patw^ris 

it is collected by the headman and after long approved service, see 
paid into the treasury. The pat- JP. a Circular, STo. 34 of 1889 (^§ 17 
wdris are then paid from the tahsil of the Consol, drc, Eo. 28). 
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He is to allow any one interested to inspect his records, 
and he has to supply extracts from them on receipt of 
the fee, (of which a scale is provided). When revenue 
collections are in progress, he must furnish any informa- 
tion that may be required to facilitate the collections; 
hnt he himself is not permitted to take any part in the 
collect ion of the revenue, 

§ 5. Preparation of the Annual Land-Records, 

His special duty is to prepai'e and keep up the Annual 
Recoed already spoken of. 

The Annual Record, I may briefly repeat, is merely 
a set of forms exactly like those which, signed and veri- 
fied as true for a certain date, form the Initial Settle- 
ment Record-of-Rights., See Chap. I, pp. 561-6, ante. It 
is unnecessary to describe again the 'Khasra girdawan/ 
the ‘ Jamabandi,' the ^ Register of Mutations’ (of proprie- 
tary and occupancy-tenant interests occurring by death 
and succession, by gift, sale, or possessory mortgage). 

Copies of the field-map are kept ready, so that fresh fields 
and changes in interior boundaries may be surveyed 
and plotted in from time to time, the alteration lines 
being made in red or some distinctive colour The reader Eules, 
will do well to re-examine the forms of each paper, given 
in the Rules, and understand the columns, with the aid Vil a. 
of the small-print explanations attached thereto. 

§ 6. The Diary, 

But, besides these forms, the patwari is required to keep 
a ‘ rozndmcha,’ or diary, in which, in separate entries, day See Chap, 
by day, all notable occurrences are recorded — as enume- 
rated under twenty heads. 

^ Under the Tillage Settlement the maps : i. e. the boundaries as 
system, the maps have to be correc- laid down at Survey (or subsequently 

ted as boxmdaries change in the by the proper procedure) must be 
EaiyatwM systems, the boundaries preserved and cannot be altered, 
have to be kept correct according to 
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§ 7, Field Inspections. 

Anotlier special duty is the inspection of the crops of 
each harvest, in order to fill up certain statistical returns. 
These are of great value : (i) as keeping the Collector 
aware of the condition and prospects of each estate ; (a) as 
furnishing a basis for the compilation of tables of averages 
in respect of produce of all kinds of crops and classes of 
land, which, at the time of a revision of assessment, will 
be of great use in drawing up average-yield statements of 
lands required for calculating ^ assets ’ and testing revenue- 
rates. This inspection work is locally known as ‘ gird 4 - 
wari.’ Inspection of the autumn harvest commences on 
1st October, and for the spring harvest on ist March ; 
thus ensuring the principal crops being seen when full- 
grown and ripening before harvesting. There may be 
extra crops (as melons, tobacco, &c.), which require an 
additional inspection just after 15th April. It is at these 
inspections that the ‘ Khasra gii'dAwari/ spoken of above, 
is made out. 

These inspections not only (i) obtain an accurate account 
of the crops, but ^%) bring to light changes which have 
occurred in rights, rents, and possession; and (3) show 
what amendments or alterations will be needed in the 
Rules, shajra or field-map. Opportunity is also taken to inspect 
Chlp^lV. boundary-marks, and see what repairs are needed. The 
inspections completed, abstracts of crops (Naksha jiosw^r) 
Rule 40 are made out, the papers regarding mutations of rights, 
&c., and the annual ‘ Fard-bachh/ or account of the distribu- 
SeeChap. tion of the village revenue and cess demand. The rules 
are quite explicit on these matters, and there is no need to 
Chap.v.53. repeat them ; but I may mention the excellent rule which 
directs that every owner and cultivator is to be supplied 
on demand with a ^ par cha hooh^' which begins with a 
leaf showing the 'jamabandi entries’ regarding the appli- 
cant (so that he may know exactly tbe area, rent, or 
revenue, and all the particulars about his holding, as 
authoritatively recorded), and contains a series of detach- 
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able receipt-forms sufficient for ten years, so that no one 
can have any difficulty in getting an intelligible, formal 
receipt^ for his rent or revenue payments, as the case 
may be. Any owner or tenant can also go to the patwari, 
and without fee, demand that on his ‘ parcha ’ be written 
the correct demand against him for the instalments of the 
current year : thus he ought to be efficiently on his guard 
against any over-charge, or against paying without get- 
ting a proper acknowledgment. 


§ 8. Quadrennial Beturns. 

I have already mentioned that a jamahandi^ which is 
really a compact record-of-rights in itself, giving all the 
(corrected) details about each holding, is prepared in a 
specially complete form and with certain appendices, once 
in four years. This forms the basis of the annual (or 
' abbreviated ’) jamabandis till the next quadrennial period 
comes round. The patw^rls’ duties are so arranged that 
the quadrennial returns fall due in different years, for Rules, 
different circles: and thus the inspecting officers (of chlp^^vii. 
whom presently) can efficiently supervise the process of 
their successive preparation. 

Lastly, if any one desires to know how a patw^ri sets 
about making a new field-map or correcting an old one, for 
the purpose of showing new cultivation, &c., he should 
read Chapter VII A of the Eules. 


§ 9. The KdniUngo, 

Though I have entered on the subject of village officers, 

I will for the moment pass over the headman^ who ought 
to follow next, in order to introduce at once the important 
agency by which the patwdri is constantly instructed, 
helped and supervised in the performance of his duty. 

The Eules formally prescribe the duties of this class, Part i, 
of officer ; and the Consol. Circulars (Part III. Village 

1 Instead of a dirty little illegible trust, as it might be fabricated at 
scrap of paper, -which no one could any moment. 

VOL. II. 3 ® 
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Agency, No. 39) contain further details. Kdniingos^ (re- 
■ taining the title of the old Muhammadan institution) are 
divided into three classes — 

(i) Field-Kanungos, each of whom has charge of 
about twenty patw&is’ circles ; 

(q,) The Tahsil — or Office — Kamingos, one to each 
tahsil, and one as assistant to — 

(3) The District or ‘ Sadr ' Kdnungo. 

§ 10. The Field-Kdn^ngo. 

While the patwarfs are (i) inspecting crops, {o) pre- 
paring the ‘fard-bachh’ and the mutation papers, and 
(3) in alluvial villages, making out the papers regarding 
alluvial or diluvial changes, the Field-Kanungo’s whole 
attention is given to the supervision of the work. He has 
to attest every entry in the mutation register, and is 
responsible for the correctness of all the patwaris’ returns. 
He must, of course, reside in his circle, and be constantly 
moving about. 

The patwMs, having filed their ' jamabandis ’ at the end 
of August, the Field-Kdnungos will go to the tahsil head- 
quarters during September,. and check them all thoroughly, 
seeing that all mutations allowed by the Kevenue officers 
have been duly incorporated, and that the abstracts filed 
with fixe Jamaband'C are correct. 

Parti, The Kanfingo keeps a diary, and also a Register of 

^ppen-^' Patw^ris, showing the character of each patwM’s work. 

dix giving 

the form). § II- The Ofice-Kdndngo. 

Rule 1 17. This officer compiles, from the local statistics for each 
estate, total figures for each assessment circle^, and each 
tahsil. These are : — 

^ Properly tlie word is Qanun- ment and dismissal of those officera; 
go : but it is so familiar with the but it is unnecessary to go into 
K that I retain the official form. these matters in the text. 

They are now very generally called ^ That is why at revisions it is 
* Supervisors.' ^ objectionable to change the assess- 

The rules contain full details as to ment circles once adopted, without 
the qualifications, pay, appoint- sufficient reason. 
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(i) Statistics of eacli year’s area, 

(ii) Eesults of each harvest, 

(iii) Yearly revenue-account, 

(iv) Yearly total of mutations of every kind, 

(v) Abstract of ownership, mortgage-claims, and re- 

venue-assignments^ 

(vi) Abstract of cultivating occupancy, 

(vii) Eents, 

(viii) Statistics of carts and cattle. 

This officer also has the custody of the patwdris’ records 
after they are filed, and of blank forms for issue. 

§ The District-EdniMngo- 

This officer lives at head-quarters, and compiles the district 
statistics, as the Office-Kanilngo does those of the tahsil ; 
the forms, of course, being the same. As an ol(;lor officer, 
and of superior experience, his inspection should he 
valuable ; and therefore he is expected to go on toui 
fifteen days in the month from ist October to 30th April, 
and for the rest of the year, to inspect at least one tahsil 
in the course of each month. He is generally responsible 
that all orders are carried out by the Field- Kanungos and 
patwaris in his district. 

He keeps a register of all patwaris in a form which 
shows the particulars of their appointment, what villages 
are in the circle, what amount of revenue is involved, what 
number of field entries (i. e. number of field-index entries, 
and number of ‘ jamabandi ’ entries) each has to look after. 
It has a note at the end showing the character of each 
patwdri s work. 

As already remarked, the Kamingos are in their turn, 
inspected by the Tahsilddr and his deputy. These latter 
have to sign the village mutation-registers at least once 
a year. 

We may now return to the village officers. 
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§ 13. The Headman and Chief Headman. 

In the Panjab, the headman is styled ‘lambarddr.’ 
As many, if not most, villages have several sections, there 
are usually several ' lambarddrs,’ and thus the advantage 
of representation of many co-sharers by one man is to 
some extent lost. It is thought necessary, therefore, to 
have as agent for a number of representatives, a single 
chief headman^ with whom it is easier to communicate, and 
who can be held responsible. Such is the origin of the 
‘ ’Ala lambard^r,’ or chief headman’s appointment. 

The Eules must be studied for all matters of detail. 

In first appointments regard is had to hereditary claims, 
extent of property in the estate, services rendered to the 
State by the candidate or his family, and to personal in- 
fluence, character, ability, and freedom from debt. 

The chief headman (where one exists) is the channel of 
Ch^p! II. communication with other headmen, and is generally 
38; 39 responsible that the other headmen do their duty. He is 
remunerated by a portion of the ^ village officer’s’ cess equal 
to one per cent, of the land-revenue. It is collected by the 
headmen, and by them paid to the chief. 

There is no difference between the chief headman and 
other headmen in respect of emolument or of duties, except 
that the former gets an extra one per cent, on the revenue. 

The duties of a headman are specified in Kule 36 of the 
chapter above quoted. From a revenue point of view there 
is one matter that requires notice. The headman’s position 
difiers from what it is in other provinces, owing to the fact 
that he has to deal with a great number of cultivating co- 
proprietors^ often holding very small shares. He is therefore 
not merely remunerated by a ^pachotra/ or fee of 5 per cent., 
leviable over and above the revenue, from the landowners, 
but his responsibility in the matter of collecting the revenue 
is somewhat different. As a landowner or a co-sharer he is 
jointly and severally liable like any other co-sharer; but as 
lamharddr he is not held responsible for any revenue in 
arrear due from an actual defaulter ; nor is he (as he is under 


Rules, 
Part I, 
CUap. 
XIII. 


Fait 11, 
Chap. II, 
30 et seq. 


Rules 
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tlie North-Western Proyinces Act) himself treated as a Act XVII 
^ defaulter The Act only imposes on him the 
collecting the revenue (from the estate or subdivision of an Euies, 
estate for which he is headman) and of paying in the same chap. li. 
at the proper time and place. And when he cannot get the 3 ^- 
individual co-sharers to pay, and there is no fault of his, he 
is not compelled (as under other provincial laws) to bring a 
suit against the co-sharer (after himself making good the 
default) ; he may at once apply to the Collector for assist- See. 97 
ance, i. e. ask the Collector to set in motion direct coercive 
process against the actual defaulter^. 

§ 14. The Zailddr and ^Indmddr. 

These ofidces are mentioned in the Act; and the Pules 
regarding them are included in the chapter (above quoted) 
dealing with headmen. It has happened in some districts 
that the lesser tribal chiefs and other persons of local import- 
ance, though not recognized as controlling landlords, were 
yet conciliated by grants of small j%irs or revenue-assign- 
ments, or freeholds of their own fields. The descendants of 
such are still found enjoying their ’inam. In other places 
there are men of local influence and substance, whose aid 
can be usefully invoked in repressing crime and in getting 
information about heinous offences ; ^who can give advice 
about local matters, see that the headmen and other village 
officers do their duty, and also render assistance in survey 
work, crop inspection, compilation of statistics or other 
branches of revenue and district duty. These men, when 
so appointed, are called ‘ zaild&s The heads of duty are 
specified in Eule and the remuneration, either by a 

^ Th© student will do well to in § 10 of tlie C. Consol. CzTcular^ - 
refer to the section on Headmen, No. 34. 

North-Western Provinces (chap. iv. “ The district or sphere of their 
p. 285, ante) ; and the rule in the influence and action being a ‘zail.’ 

Central Provinces also may be com- Zail means literally ‘ the margin 
pared (chap. iv. p. 505). of a grant or document and in old 

* The Collector -would, of course, days the Zamindari grants used to 
refuse, and leave him to sue, if there have in the lower margin a list of 
was reason to believe that the lam- the names of villages belonging to 
bardar was himself in fault, or that the estate ; hence sail would imply 
the alleged defaulter was not really the tract of country specified in the 
in arrear. See some important re- margin of any appointment-war- 
marks on the lambardi-r’s position rant. 
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Rules, 
Part II, 
Chap. II. 
24-26. 


Chap. II. 
42, &e. 


small cess, or by an allowance ont of revenne, is described 
in Buie 26. No explanatory remarks are called for. 

§ 15. Substitutes. 

It is only necessary to refer to the rules in this Chapter, 
which provide for the appointment of substitutes where the 
person who would otherwise hold the office is non-resident ; 
or where old age, or physical infirmity, or minority, prevents 
a headman, zaildar, or inamdar from personally attending 
to his duty. The substitute enjoys the whole remuneration, 
or in special cases a moiety. 

Section III. — The Chief Bbanches of Lanb-Eevenue 

Business. 

§ I. District Duty, 

I have assumed that the student of these Provincial 
chapters on Eevenue business and officials, will have read 
that devoted to the subject (in vol. i.) for Benoal, where 
the system of district administration which has ever since 
been the general model throughout India, originated. I 
have in that chapter given in a certain amount of detail, an 
outline of the district officer s duty, which is generally true 
for all provinces, and is therefore not repeated. In selecting 
certain heads of Revenue business, as important for the 
student to attend to, it will not be supposed that the list is 
exhaustive. In fact, the object is only to describe just 
the most important branches of direct land-revenue ad- 
ministration. 

The first duty of a ‘ Collector,’ it will be supposed, 
is to collect the land-revenue, and, as this subject is 
dealt with fully in the Land-Revenue Act, I shall place 
it first. But the Collector has not only to collect, and to 
use his power to compel payment, but he has to watch his 
district, and discriminate carefully where real misfortune or 
calamity of season has incapacitated the proprietor from 
paying, and where remission or suspension (for a time) of 
the demand, may be necessary. 
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Again, thougli the general assessment} of a district has 
been settled for a term of years, there may be special cases 
of assessment requiring attention, and especially in connec- 
tion -with the revenue of lapsed revenue-free holdings, and 
with the ' di-alluvial ’ action of rivers, which in a province 
with five great rivers (and a sixth and seventh forming or 
approaching, the two outer boundaries), is sure to give plenty 
of employment. 

There is also a great deal of work in supervising and 
directing the local machinery; and in comiection with 
tahsild^rs, headmen, and patwaris. Claims are constantly 
coming up for hearing, regarding the succession to lambardar- 
ships, and such like questions, which are often warmly 
contested. There are also orders to be passed on disputed 
transfers, which are noted in the Eegister of Mutations, but 
not consented to, because the heir who wants to be recorded 
is opposed by a rival, or the vendee of a field is opposed 
by a relation of the vendor, who denies either the power of 
the vendor to sell or the genuine nature of the sale. These 
questions and disputes are of constant recurrence. Then 
again joint-holders of estates quarrel, or without any actual 
quarrel desire to have their holdings and interests separately 
allotted ; and these partition-od^^ses are, in the Panjdb, 
regarded as revenue cases under the Act. There may also 
be various matters connected with boundary-disputes, and 
with the keeping up of survey and boundary-marks, to be 
attended to. These are direct land-revenue duties : there 
are also others which limits of space and other considera- 
tions induce me to keep out of this manual : yet they are 
indirectly connected with Land Administration. Such are 
the settlement of cases under the Act for acquiring land for 
public purposes the management of estates by the Deputy- 
Commissioner as Court of Wards, and the grant of loans 
and advances for improvements, and other agricultural 
pfirposes, under the Acts relating to these subjects, 

^ The Collector, as best acquaint- will have to repoi't the reduction of 
ed with the land, has to propose the revenue-roll in respect of the 
the compensation to he offered in acres taken away, 
the first instance, and further, he 
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These considerations will snfficiently justify the selection 
of the subjects which appear in the headings of paragraphs 
in this Section. It need only be further observed generally, 
that in all these matters there may be a need for something 
like the hearing of a suit : one person wants some- 
thing done and another opposes it ; or at least there is some- 
one who objects to the order which the Collector is invited 
to pass : and, consequently, there is a necessity for getting 
up the parties interested, for hearing evidence, and so forth. 
Hence both the Act, and the Eules under it, make provision 
for procedure (as I have already mentioned), and endeavour 
to keep that procedure as simple and as little costly as pos- 
sible ; with that object the Act wisely prohibits the employ- 
ment of legal practitioners in any matter where no legal 
knowledge is required, and where plain questions of fact only 
demand personal attendance, and common honesty and 
reasonableness for their disposal. Where the Eevenue 
officer is empowered to pass orders, it is obviously 
necessary that authorities should not clash ; and the civil 
Act XVII courts are accordingly excluded from jurisdiction on the 
subjects which are proper for disposal by Eevenue 
officers. 

These remarks, it will be observed, apply more or less, 
to any province under the North-Western system, to the 
North-Western Provinces, to Oudh, or the Central Pro- 
vinces, as well as to the Panjab. 


(a). — C ollection of the Iiand-Revenue. 

§ 2 . The AgrioultuTal Tear, 

The year that is convenient for agricultural accounts and 
statistics is a year that begins with the commencement of 
operations for one harvest and ends with the in-gathering 
of the other harvest. So the Act fixes (by definition) the 
year as beginning on the i6th of June— when the first opera- 
tions for the ‘ kharif ’ crop ordinarily begin. For local reasons 
some other day might be better in particular districts; and 
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the Act empowers the Local Government to vary the date ; 
but I have not heard of any special order on the subject 


§ 3. Imtahnents of Lcmid-Revenue. 

The Financial Commissioner is empowered, notwithstand- 
ing anything in the reeord-of-rights, to fix the number and sec. 62 
amount of the instalments in which revenue is payable ; 
and also the place of payment. Until such orders are issued, 
the instalments will remain as heretofore. 

At present the revenue is paid in four instalments, two 
at each harvest, viz. (15th June and 15th July for the ^rabi,* 
and 15th December and T5th January for ‘khanf '). But 
I am told there is a tendency to prefer a single instalment 
for each crop. It is very often the case that dates for 
payment are mentioned in Settlement Eecords. 

The rates and cesses other than revenue, are payable Secs. 29, 
along with the land-revenue according to rules made. The 
object is in all cases to give the owner time to dispose of 
his crop conveniently before the instalment becomes due. XIIL94. 
The pStwari, as already noticed, has, a month before the 
revenue of each harvest falls due, to make out a statement 
of the demand against each owner. 


§ 4. Place of Payment. 

Revenue is payable to the Tahsi'l treasury except in Act xvil 
certain special cases. And there are special conditions 64^^ 
regarding the cases (so numerous in the Panjab) where the 
revenue is payable to a jdgirdar or other assignee. In the Chap, 
case of some assignees, the revenue is payable in cash, but 
the amount to be paid at each harvest is determined by the ap- 
praisement of the produce ; the rules provide for these cases. 


^ Many returns, such as the re- 
venue-roll for the year, and collec- 
tion and balance statements, will 
mpre conveniently run from ist 
October. This is a detail I need 
not enter into, as it concerns only 
offices and dates of returns (see 
Fbmmial Commissionefs Girculars, 17 
and 18 of 12th April, 1888, ConsoL 
Cm, Ko. 61). I need hardly repeat 


the remark that the 'agricultural 
year * spoken of, has nothing to do 
with the artificial ' FasH ' era in- 
vented by Akbar (vide voL i. Chap. 
I, p. JC3, and Beames’ Elliott’s Glos- 
sary, or Wilson s- v. FasU). This is 
still referred to in some provinces, 
I suppose because it is in familiar 
nse among natives: in the Panj- 
its use is quite discontinued. 
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Part II, 
Chap. IX. 
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§ 5. Suspension and Bemission of Revenue, 

The system of fluctuating assessments that is now applied 
to some of the most precarious tracts, and the separate 
charge of a water-advantage or owner s rate on canal land — 
a charge which is not levied if water fails — both combine 
to make any general system of suspensions in bad seasons 
of less importance than it would otherwise be. But still 
the climatic variations that even good districts are liable to, 
sometimes necessitate special action. Under the Rules, the 
Collector is empowered to take action on his own motion to 
suspend the revenue-payment at any instalment; but he 
must report the fact to the Commissioner, who, if necessary, 
can modify or cancel the order. 

When the first instalment of the next succeeding harvest 
becomes due, the Collector has to determine by order, what 
portion of the suspended balance is to be collected in addi- 
tion to the current instalment^. 

The orders thus issued are reported and may be cancelled 
ormodifiedas in the caseof suspension orders. Orders in both 
cases are also finally reported to the Financial Commissioner. 

Where actual remission is needed, the revenue-payment 
will, of course, be suspended (if not already so ordered) ; and 
the Collector must then (through the Commissioner) send 
the case up to the Financial Commissioner for such sanction 
as may be necessary under the orders of Government. 

The whole subject has been dealt with in a very instruc- 
tive Consolidated Circular issued by the Financial Commis- 
sioners (Land-Revenue, No. 31). The Circular should be read 
by students desirous of getting an insight into the general 
agricultural conditions of the Panjab. As in the rules 
adopted for the North-Western Provinces, disaster is classed 
under two heads, (i) Purely local disaster, such as hail, 
locusts, and local flood, {2) widespread failure of rain and 
canal water. In the first case, storms often move in very 
narrow lines; and floods afifect only paidicular fields : here 
then we have a case for the special study of individual 

^ It is often the ease that the good till the second of two succeed- 
amonnt suspended cannot he mad© ing good harvests. 
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holdings as shown (by the Khasra girddwaH) to have 
suffered. Here also it is to he remarked that assessments 
at Settlement do not and cannot make allowance for such 
special disasters : hence suspension is called for. In (3), 
the disaster is more apt to affect whole areas : but when the 
entire estate is liable to such evils, it is probable that the 
Settlement Officer has taken the liability into calculation and 
has fixed a lower assessment ; and the matter has to be in- 
quired into, because it may prove that the case is one in 
which the profits of good years may fairly be expected to 
cover the loss in a bad one. 

But special attention is called to tracts (like the Delhi 
Districts) where prolonged cycles of dry years occur, and 
where the revenue-assessment is expressly arranged, on the 
understanding that it cannot be exacted in bad times 
(Circ. § I A most useful caution is added against sup- 
posing that well-irrigation always secures land. Wells are 
often dependent on rain for their full supply, and their water 
does not completely raise the crop but rather supplements 
the natural rainfall, Faflure of rain may therefore render 
the crops a failure, because (among other causes) the cattle 
are unequal to the extra work thrown upon them, and they 
die off in numbers. 

It is understood that suspension is the more general 
remedy, and remission resorted to as the exception. It is 
only when the calamity is such that the recovery of the 
suspended arrears, by easy instalments even, is impossible, 
that remission has to be recommended. When remission is 
necessary, it is granted on a consideration of the actual 
effect on the crops and the profits from them, and is not with- 
held merely because the sufferer has other sources of income 
which might conceivably enable him to pay (Circ. § 19). 

As regards suspension^ attention should be called to the 
existing rule, which is, that in ordinary suspension, the 
Cclllector does not determine at the time, what the instal- 
ments for ultimate payment are to be. He waits till the Part il, 
next harvest, notes its results, and then orders how much, 

Circ. par. 

if any, of the suspended payment is to be recovered ^3. 
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along with, current dues. If for three years it is not 
found possible to order recovery. Government will ordi- 
narily sanction remission. 

There may be cases where the disaster has caused such 
peo'^manent change in the condition of the estate, that the 
original assessment must be reduced. 

Act XVII Such revisions are conducted under the Act and Rules, 
sec! 59^(1) estates already provided with a fluctuating assess- 
ment, there is no question of suspension or remission ; 
PartiLds. bD.t in some forms, there are certain fixed sums, — as a 
rate on the land in its uncultivated aspect, a charge on 
wells (abian^), a profit on date-palms, — which are charge- 
able in addition to the annually ascertained crop-areas. It 
may be that some relief as regards these permanent charges 
is needed. 

The CirculaT adds instructions as to remitting that part 
of the revenue which is due to the Canal Department, &c. 

It is hardly necessary to add that the cesses are sus- 
pended or remitted wherever the land-revenue is. 

There are special forms for reporting suspensions and re- 
missions, and instructions for preparing the reports ; for these 
details the Circular itself must be consulted 

§ 6. Classification of Estates. 

In the General Chapter, I alluded to the orders of the 
Government of India requiring as one of the main objects 
of the Agricultural Departments, a more complete ascertain- 
ment of agricultural conditions, by effecting, in course of 
time, in every province, a classification of districts, and, 
where necessary, of estates and holdings, into ‘secure’ 
and ‘insecure.’ Direcliions for carrying out these prin- 
ciples have been issued in the Panjab in F. C.’s Consol. 
Circular^ No. 31, § 40. Maps of each tahsil are prepared 
showing (on a scale : 4 in. = i mile) : — 

^ See F. G. Consol. Gir. 31, § 28 and ^ Gazette of India, $8 E. 12th Ocfc, 
Act VIII of 1873, see. 47 (Canal 1882 (Supplement to Gazette of India, 
Act), and regarding Multan and of Oct. i4tli, 1882). See vol. i. Chap. 
Muzaffargarh Canals, Annexure A V. p. 371. 
to the Circular. 
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(1) Areas subject to fluctuating assessment (including 

that on the well-lands of Jhang or the '' D£- 
man ’ of Dera Ismail Khan : and including 
also all 2^ortion8 of estates subject to the allu- 
vion and diluvion rules). 

(2) Areas of waste, forest, &c. 

(3) ‘ Insecure ’ areas. 

Each has a separate colour : the maps show the boundaries 
of all ‘ estates ’ (i. e. mahdls subject to one sum of assess- 
ment), and assessment circles. The collection of tahsil 
maps is accompanied by a smaller scale district map, as 
a sort of finder or index. 

In considering what is ‘ insecure/ the Collector cannot, of 
course, take account* of purely occasional and unforeseen 
visitations, like hail, locusts, &e. ; he has to consider what 
tracts are liable to drought, periodic floods, and losses, 
the recurrence of which is known to be probable — in short, 
the tracts in which suspensions and remissions are likely to 
occur again and again from foreseen causes. In the Panj£b it 
is not possible to say, as a hard and fast rule, that even 
estates with 50 per cent, of the area supplied with irriga- 
tion, are in the class ^ secure.’ The distinction must be 
based, not so much on the percentage of irrigation, as — 

‘on the character of the irrigation, the system of cultiva- 
tion, the quality of the soil, the degree of the variation in 
rainfall to be expected, and in fact broadly, on all the facts 
which make clear the distinctions in the degree to which the 
net profits of estates vary from harvest to harvest. If, after 
paying regard to all these factors and drawing upon his own 
special or local knowledge, the investigating officer is of 
opinion that the general and ordinary rules of suspension and 
remission will not in any but very exceptional circumstances 
have to be applied to any tract, astate, or part of an estate, he 
will class it as secure.’ 

^ The maps are to be accompanied by a scheme for work- 
ing suspensions occasioned by drought, periodical floods, 
and similar causes (case ii. in the preceding §). 

The Government of India had suggested the possibility of 
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Act XTII 
of 1887, 
sec. 98, 


Sec. 66. 


determining a ratio between the amount of crop lost and 
tbe amount of revenue demand to be suspended. ' No 
automatic adjustment of suspensions to the degree of fail- 
ure of crops could be made to work ’ in the Panjab. ^ But 
at the same time it seems possible^ and is certainly desirable 
for the guidance of ofldcers in those parts of the province 
where suspensions are most frequently required, to draw 
up a general or exemplar scale of suspensions suitable 
to the known condition of each tract. Such a scale must 
be founded on a consideration of the past revenue history 
and the present revenue circumstances of the special tract 
to which it is to apply.’ 

§ 7 , Realization of Land-Revenne. 

If revenue is not paid on the date fixed for the payment 
of the instalment, it becomes an ‘ arrear of land-revenue/ 
and the person liable for an arrear of land revenue is a 
^ defaulter.’ Moreover, the costs of any process issued for 
the recovery of the arrear become part of the arrear. 

The ‘ village oflScer’s cess and other local rates, are not 
land-revenue, but they can be recovered like land-revenue. 
Other Acts often provide that money or payments due to 
Government under them, may be recovered as arrears of 
land-revenue, and in that case the same procedure applies. 

§ 8 . Certificate of Arrear. 

The important question arises, How is it known that an 
^ arrear’ is really due? Section 66 answers the question 
by providing that a statement of account certified by a 
Bevenue officer (i. e. a person with the powers of Collector, 
as the rules direct) shall be conclusive proof of the exist- 
ence of an arrear of land-revenue, of its amount, and of the 
person who is the ‘defaulter.’ If, however, the person 
denies his liability and pays the sum demanded, under pro- 
test made in writing at the time of payment (and signed 

^ ISTot any ^village cesses' which ‘ atr^fi/ &e. These are not recover- 
the proprieta]^ body levy by eus- able as revenue, but by suit only, 
tom for their own benefit, like 
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by Hm or bis agent), be may contest tbe matter by Sec. 78. 
filing a civil suit for recovery of tbe amount paid in. 

§ 9. Processes for Recovery. 

Arrears of land-revenue can be recovered by a series of 
processes increasing in severity from tbe issue of a simple 
‘ dastak/ or writ of demand, to tbe sale of tbe estate, and 
even by proceedings against tbe defaulter’s immoveable 
property other than that on wbicb tbe arrear bas accrued. 

Tbe Section wbicb details tbe series, is exactly tbe same Sec. 67. 
as the old law, and tbe same in all essentials as wbat is 
enacted under all systems deriving tbeir origin from tbe 
Nortb-Western ^ village-Settlement ’ system^. No special 
comment is therefore needed on Chapter VI. of tbe Act, 
wbicb will, itself, be read, on this subject. When an 
estate is sold, it should be I'emarked that tbe previous sanc- 
tion of tbe Financial Commissioner is required ; and tbe 
student will notice, that sale is not tbe first and immediate 
step for reabzation, as it is under tbe Bengal law. Sec- Sec. 76. 
tion 76 provides that when tbe estate is sold, it is so ^ free 
of all incumbrances ’ ; and ' all grants and contracts ’ made 
by any person other than tbe purchaser, become void as 
against tbe purchaser. But occupancy-rights of tenants Sec. 76 (2). 
and certain other rights,, are saved. This follows from tbe 
pi*ovision wbicb is part of tbe general basis of tbe State Sec. 62. 
Revenue-rights, viz. that tbe land-revenue is a first charge 
on tbe rents, profits, and produce of tbe estate or bolding 
in respect of wbicb it is due. And no execution can issue 
against such rents, profits, or produce till tbe land-revenue 
is satisfied. 

It may be remarked that in tbe Panjab, sales for arrears 
are almost unknown — ^tbe issue of the writ of demand or 
‘dastak,’ or perhaps a short detention of tbe person, is 
sufficient ; and more rarely tbe transfer of a bolding or 
division of tbe estate to a solvent co-sbarer. 

Tbe details (with forms of warrant, &c.) regarding tbe 

^ Compare for instance Sections XYII of 1876 (Oudh), Sections X13 
148 to 150 of the North-Western and 156, Act XVIII of i88x (Cen- 
Provinces, Act XIX of 1873, Act tral Provinces), Sections 9a to 114. 
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Aot XVII process of recovery, are given in the rules, and in F. C. 

Rules The lambard£r's duty in recovering revenue which he is 

fn called on to collect and pay in, has already been alluded to 

i8th. Jan. (p. ante), 
i8go (mti^ VJ:' /‘t j j 

ficaiion 

^ 0 , i6). — Special Assessments. 

§ lo. Circumstances under which they become necessary. 

This is a kind of duty which may constantly recur irre- 
Act XVII spective of the general Settlement of a district. The Act, 
ciiap^ V observed, makes a sub-head in Chapter V for this 

sec. 59. subject. Such special assessments have to be made — 

[a) When estates are formed by the special colonization 
Sec. 60. of hitherto unassessed waste, see p. 550, ante) ; 

(Z>) when a revenue-free or assigned-revenue holding is 
resumed or lapses, and revenue has to be paid 
by the new holder, or a Settlement has to be 
made with the owner ; 

[c) when, apart from special cases under section 60, 

an ordinary lease or grant of waste land has to 
be assessed ; 

[d) where any assessment has been ^ annulled ’ for ar- 

rears, or the landowner has refused Settle- 
ment, and the time for wiT^hich (consequently) 
the land has been taken under management 
by the Collector has expired, or a new assess- 
ment is necessary ; 

[e) where there are pasture lands or natural products 

Sec. 41, 2. or mills, fisheries, &c., which may be assessable 

with revenue, and such have not been included 
in a land-revenue assessment ; 

(/) when alluvion and diluvion cause revision to be 
necessary, or the spread of sand or other 
calamity has necessitated a similar action. 

In all these cases (which I have described^ and not stated 
in the exact words of the Act, the Financial Commissioner 
is empowered to make rules. Subject to such special rules, 
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the ordinary principles of assessment, as to the calculation 
of assets and the share taken by the State, apply as much 
as in the case of a grmeral assessment. 

The Eules do not require any notice, except perhaps 

the eases (h) and (/}, on which some remarks may use- vi, 
fully he made. uml Kuio 


§ 11 . Assessment of Lai^ted Revenue-free Holdings, 


Nn. 250^ 
Oft. 17, 
1889 . 


This work always requires a good deal of attention : 
especially when there are various shares in which the 
as.signment is enjoyed. I have spoken already of the 
special rules on this subject in the case of the (so-called) 
j%iTdars of Ainbala. Attention of patwaris and supervisors 
has also to be given to the due reporting of the death of 
any revenue-assignee or revenue-free holder, so that the 
succession may be duly recorded, and also that, if the grant 
expires with the life of the present holder, the case may be 
reported and orders solicited as to whether the grant is to 
be resumed and the land assessed, or whether a portion 
or the whole of the grant is to be continued^. Favour is 
often shown, although in form the grant is specific as to its 
dui*ation. As to the assessment; when the resumption 
is ordered, it may be that the revenue is ali’eady known, 
and all that has to^be done is to determine the proper 
person who in future will hold the land and be liable for 
the revenue. If the land is not assessed, the Collector Part n. 
assesses it in ‘conformity with the principles and instructions 
on which the current assessment of the tahsil or district was 
made.’ If the late assignee was also owner, of coiii'se the 
Settlement is made with him; but if not, the Collector will 
consider whether his occupation of the land or enjoyment 
of the land or the rents thereof, has been, as a matter of 
fact, such as to entitle him or his heir, to be made liable Rult* 60 A 
ioF the land-revenue. If so, he will hold the Settleiiieni 

of i8th 

^ See F, C, Cwisd. Ctre, Land*R»mmuo}, Ho. 37. 'Ian. 1B90 . 


VOL. II, 


3^^ 
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§ 12. Be-assessmenti owing to Spread of Sand. 

Eevision of assessment on the ground of the spread of 
‘ sand ' specially refers to the case of the Hoshyarpur (and 
I believe part of the Ambdla) district, where there are low 
hills which give rise to furious torrents carrying down mud 
and sand, which in the dry season spreads over the country, 
and causes the land to become gradually desert and uncul- 
turable. In such cases a revision of the settlement may 
become needful 


§ 13. Alluvion and Diluvion. 


In a province where there are so many rivers flowing out 
of the hills on to a soft alluvial plain, having no real bed, 
but merely shifting about, according to the rise and fall of 
the floods, in a wide shallow valley or strip of natural 
depression, it may be imagined that there is a great deal 
of work for the revenue officers in the matter of alluvion 
and diluvion. (See p* 534.) 

I do not speak here of the law as to rights arising when 
land is washed away and re-formed, or when new land is 
washed up, or when the river takes a turn as regards the 
^deep-stream,’ and so cuts round behind a village in. front 
of which it formerly flowed (fancifully called ^ avulsion ’ as 
if the land was really torn away and floated to a new 
position). All these are questions of ’local custom, and of 
discussion inlaw suits (and most difficult and unsatisfactory 
cases they are) 


^ Sucli sandy torrents are called 
^ Cho locally. There is no reason 
why with proper forest or reboise- 
ment operations, they should not all, 
in the course of time be put a stop 
to : the opinion of experts is quite 
unanimous on the subject. There 
are certain legal difficulties in the 
way of obtaining control of the 
lands in the low hill range, which 
must be placed under treatment in 
order to attack thei sources of these tor- 
rents : and there are also difficulties 
connected with the removal of 
Gujar hamlets of cattle-graziers. It 
is impossible tor me to say why 


these difficulties are not got over, 
as they ought to be. But the 
subject has hung fire since 1878, 
when I first reported on it. Some 
details of the loss of revenue 
caused, may be found in Major 
Montgomery's S. B. Hoshyarpur, 
§§3, 18, and 169. 

^ The law is still contained in 
the antiquated and useless Regula- 
tion XI of 1825, a law which has 
this grave defect, that while laying 
down certain principles, it nullifies 
the whole (in nine cases out of ten), 
by giving force to local customs. 
But of course in such a province as 
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The Ellies merely direct that when the land of any Part ii, 
revenue-paying estate is injured or improved by the action 
of water or sand, the land-revenue due on the estate under Act xvii 
the current assignment shall be reduced or increased in 36^59^1 e). 
conformity with instructions issued by the Financial Com- 
missioner with the sanction of the Local Government. The 
present practice regarding villages subject to river-action 
is contained in Financial Commissioner s Consolidated Cir- 
cnlafj No. 33. It will be borne in mind that we are not 
here speaking of villages or tracts for which a fluctuating 
assessment has been sanctioned (p. 595), but of those where 
the ordinary action of the river does not render such a 
step necessary. 

Such villages will comprise (i) cases where no special 
alluvial area has been marked off; (3) cases where such an 
area (called an alluvial chak) has been separated, and a 
separate record of the rights, and a separate assessment, of 
the chak has been recorded. 

The inquiry now spoken of will accordingly have 
refei'ence to the entire village or estate, or only to the 
alluvial chak, according as the village presents one or other 
of the cases (i) and {%), 

Sometimes the part of the estate liable to be affected is 
removed from the ordinary assessed area, and kept as a 
separate ^chak,^ liablp to annual measurement when the 
floods subside, and to having special measurement and 
assessment papers annually prepared. But whether the 
separate ‘ chak ’ system is adopted or not, the increavse or 
decrease of revenue is arranged for in one of two ways, as 
specified in the Settlement Records (‘wajib-ul-arz^). On 

the Panjilb, local customs exist unless it came bade again in the 
everywhere, but they are customs same way. But such a rule is now 
often quite unsuited to the present quite unjust. What we want is a 
condition of things. For instance, repeal of all local customs or at 
some customs arose when hostile least the re-consideration of them, 
trjjjes held the country, and a * deep But really nothing will be satisfac- 
stream’ between lands of tribes at torily done till a unifoi-m system of 
feud, was the only thing that kept river survey is carried out by which 
them from one another’s throats : every riverain village will have 
hence land that ^went over" by fixed boundaries which will repre- 
change of the deep stream was sent its limits whether under water 
naturally lost to the old holders, or not. 

3 c a 
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one plan each field is separately considered ; and taking the 
assessment rate applicable, the amount of revenue is in- 
creased or diminished according as the field has been 
enlarged or cut away, improved, or spoilt by sand, during 
the year. On the other plan, no notice is taken of alterations 
either for good or bad, i. e, of increase or decrease of area, 
or of assets calculated over the culturable area, as long 
as the change falls short of a minimum — ordinarily, lo 
per cent. — on the whole culturable area of the estate as fixed 
at time of Settlement. It may, however, happen that 
though the loss or gain does not call for a change in the 
total assessment of the estate on the chak^ it does call for a 
redistribution of the assessment, to save individual sharers 
from loss. 

Subject to any local rules providing that increase or 
decrease in the culturable area falhng below a specified 
proportion, shall not be taken into account, Government is 
entitled to assess all land recorded as unculturable at 
Settlement, but subsequently made culturable by river 
action, as well as culturable land subsequently gained by 
accretion from the river bed. 

In theory, when the assessment is claimed to be reduced, 
the whole estate or the whole chah^ is liable to re-assess- 
ment ; so that should the loss be counterbalanced by in- 
crease in other ways, no reduction would result in the net 
total. Ordinarily, however, this theory is not enforced, 
and lands not affected will not be enhanced, nor culturable 
waste (which is allowed for in the Settlement) be charged. 
Only unculturable waste rendered culturable, or new 
(culturable) deposits, will be assessed, and lands under- 
assessed with the express condition of increase on im- 
provement, be brought up to full rates. 

Should land liable to assessment be formed, and (by 
custom or law) not belong to any existing estate, it is a 
new estate at the disposal of Government. 

A list of villages liable to such changes is kept at the 
tahsil ; and when the rivers subside after the close of the 
rainy season, the tahsfld^r or his deputy inspects them and 
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notes whetlier any change calling for revision has taken 
place. The patw^ri makes the necessary measurements and 
maps (distinguishing culturahle from unculturable land). 
The assessment is made after the season for sowing the 
mM' is passed, because then the true state of the land is 
appreciable. It is also considered whether the new land 
should bear the full rate (of the Settlement) or something 
less. 

In the case of diluvion, the statement prepared should 
show how the reduction is to be distributed among the 
several holdings which have suffered loss. As to the 
sanction required to assessment changes, and the date 
from which they take effect, the Gircular itself must be 
consulted. 

I may only add that the work of the tahsildars and 
patwAris, in alluvial and diluvial measurements, has to 
be inspected in the cold season. This work is very in- 
structive, and many of the younger officers obtain their 
first initiation into survey and 'patwMs” work, in testing 
the diluvion and alluvion papers in camp. 


( C ). — Maintenance of Records. 

§14. Importance of Mutation Registers. 

I have necessarily said something of this already, but 
here I may just repeat that the improved practice of to- 
day demands the coiiwStant keeping of the record of rights 
up to date, by the maintenance of an annual set of papers 
kept in the patwari s hands, and altered from time to time 
as changes occur. 

The Collector, burdened as he is with general duties 
under a variety of Acts and laws, is materially assisted 
in the duty of inspection and in the control of the local 
staff, by the Director of Land-Records, who is always on 
the move. The basis of the whole business is to get notice 
of all changes in the holdings. The successor to a deceased 
holder, or the vendee or donee, or the mortgagee with 
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possession, is bound to report tbe change, and to get his 
name ‘ put in ’ (dakhil) on the registers, and the deceased 
outgoing holder’s name ^put out’ (kharij). Hence the 
register in which changes are noted, previous to their 
being incorporated after approval, in the record of rights 
or jamabandi) of the village (at the end of the year), is 
called the ‘ d^khil-kharij register.’ This mutation of 
names is not only needed for the security of rights, but 
also to enable the Collector to come down on the right 
person for the revenue ; and I may once more refer to the 

Act XVII provisions and penalties of the Land-Revenue Act, as 

hLs^34-4o. fecilitating this branch of work, which is still a source of 
some diflSiculty, owing to the neglect of parties to report 
transfers at once. The vigilance of the patwari in finding 
out when any change occurs, is relied on to overcome the 
diflSculty. 

See. 36. Rut it often happens that there is a dispute about a 
transfer. A man dies, and the claimant-heir has to get 
his name registered as successor ; but other heirs deny his 
right and the fact of his succession : he is illegitimate, or 
claims by virtue of an adoption which is disputed. Or a 
vendee seeks to get his name entered, and others of the 
vendor’s family object that no possession has been given ; 
the transfer is ‘ farzi,’ or fictitious (as they express it) ; the 
vendor is a widow who has only sc life-interest, or is a 
sonless male owner, who has (by custom) no right to sell 
to the piejudice of his collateral heirs, without necessity, 
and so on. Hence every mutation^ not acquiesced in by 
all parties (after a notice for objectors has been issued) is 
reported from the tahsil to the district, or to the tahsil (if 
the tahsildar has the requisite grade-powers) for ordei's ; 
and the question of fact is looked to. If possession has 
really been given, then the recusant party is referred to the 
civil court ; if not, and if there is primd facie reason fo 
believe that the dispute is such that it cannot fairly be 
settled under section 36 (2), then no entry is made. 
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Cd). Maintenance of Boundaries and Survey-Marks. -- 

In connection ^vith the perfoctins of land-records, it is of 
course essential that mn-nj and should 

. he repaired and kept up. Interior divisions of fields and 
the like may change, and new fi(!ldK he added out of the 
waste. There are no pennanent lioundary-niarks here ; hut 
village houndaries. and hoiindaries of o-states, are permanent, 
and must be kept up. And there are permanent survey 
indications, not being houndaries, such as has(!-Iines and the 
like. The Indian Penal Code provide.s a heavy penalty 
for wilful injury to marks ; hut such marks may fall or 
he injured by accident, or merely fall into disrepair through 
neglect. The whole subject is provided for in sections 102 Aft XVI f 
et seq. of the Land-Eevenue Act. Briefly, the Revenue 
officer notifies the persons interested in the land, to repair 
or erect the mark, or, if they fail to do so in the sf‘t time, 
he does the repair himself and recovers tin; cost from tlie 
person or peraons whom he decides to be liable, as if it was 
an arrear of land-revenue, under the orders of the Collector. 

Every village officer is under a legal obligation to furnish See roo 
a Revenue officer with information respecting the destruc- 
tion and removal of, or injury done to, a survey-mark 
lawfully erected on the estate, 

(E). — Partitions. 

The Act acknowledges this as a subject of land-revenue 
duty, since the Partition Act, XIX of i H63, was never in 
force in the Panjab; and really both the eoinpltde .si'paration 
of estates (perfect partition) which rt‘SuIt.H in a separalc- 
revemio liability, and the ‘imperfect’ partition which 
results only in the sepai-ation of the lioldings (the estate 
still remaining liable as a whole to Goveniment) are 
ijiatters which not only can bt!St bo dispo.sed of by the 
Revenue officer, but both directly and indirectly affect tin* 
collection of the land-revenue. . . 

Afit XV 1 1 

The Act prescribes the legal principles and powers aimj, 
requisite for dealing with the subject. No supplementary 

126. 
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Rules are provided for, except that the Financial Com- 
missioner is to regulate costs and the distribution of the 
Sec 124. charge among the parties to a partition case. 

But the practice of partition, especially as to the officers 
employed, the nature of the records required, and other “ 
particulars of procedure will probably be described in a 
Circular order. 

It will be observed that, unlike the North-Western 
Provinces law, the Panjdb Act maintains the old policy of 
not allowing ‘ perfect ’ partition without the sanction of the 
chief controlling revenue authority. 

But as regards a private estate, or an occupancy- 
tenancy, any joint-owner, or joint-tenant, may apply to 
have his proportionate holding allotted for several enjoy- 
ment ; provided all the persons interested have, in writing, 
admitted his right. Partition of certain properties (such as 
burial-grounds and places of worship) cannot, in the 
absence of express agreement, be made ; and the Revenue 
officer is empowered to refuse partition of certain other 
properties (including sites of villages), if he thinks fit. 
The formal procedure is clearly laid down in the Act, and 
needs no description here. 

If there is a question of title, or of the mode of nmldmj 
the partition, or as to ^c}lat property is to he divided, the 
Revenue officer may either refer the parties to a civil 
Sec 1 1 7. court, or decide the question himself, as provided in section 
1 1 7. In this latter event the Revenue officer’s decision is 
appealable as if it were the {Civil) decree of the District 
Judge, On this subject Financial Commissioner's Book 
Circular, 41 of 1887, remarks: — 

‘Section 117 gives to Revenue officers hearing a claim for 
partition a discretional authority either to decide any disputed 
questions of title which may be raised by the claim, or to 
reject the application for partition until such time as the ques- 

r 

^ The difficulty is to make the been holding and working at bef4>re 
partition fair, and at the same time the partition. This is not always 
not unnecessarily to disturb existing possible, but a skilful partitioner 
possession. Each co-sharer is not will often succeed in approximating 
unnaturally anxious to be allotted to it. 
the particular fields which he has 
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tion of title lias been decided by a competent court. Some 
instructions appear to be called for as to the manner in which 
this discretion should be exercised. The cases which will 
involve action under this section may be divided broadly into 
, two classes, — first, those cases in which an applicant, believing 
that the partition procedure would give him an advantage over 
the opposite party, has chosen that procedure in order to 
evade dii*ect resort to the civil courts in respect of a question 
of title, which he knew would be disputed ; and, secondly, 
those cases in which the applicant is acting in a straight- 
forward manner, — that is to say, in which a partition is really 
desired by him, and is the principal matter in which he re- 
quires official assistance. In the class of cases first mentioned, 
the Revenue officer should decline to grant the application for 
partition, and leave the applicant to pursue the matter in the 
civil court or not as he may choose in his own interest. In 
the latter class of eases the Rinancial Commissioners consider 
that a Revenue officer should exercise the full jurisdiction 
vested in him by the law, and should refrain from putting the 
parties to the trouble of separate proceedings in a civil court. ^ 

In revenue-paying lands and rent-paying tenancies, an 
essential part of the proceeding is to apportion the share 
of revenue or rents (as the case may be) for which the 
separated holdings will be liable. 

The proceedings terminate with a formal ‘ instrument of 
paiiition/ and the different sharers may be put in posses- 
sion, as if a decree for immoveable property were being 
executed. 

The Act takes cognizance of cases where people may 
have made a friendly partition without the intervention of 
a Revenue officer (just as the Civil Procedure Code does in 
the case of a friendly arbitration), and enables the Revenue 
officer to secure the results arrived at, by affirming them 
and granting an ^ instrument of partition^ as circumstances Sec, 119, 
may require. 

' On this subject the Financial Commissioner remarks 
(Book Cireular 41 of 1887, § %i ): — 

^By section 123 it is not intended that in every case in 
which a partition has been effected without the assistance of 
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a Eevenne officer, an application must be made to a Eevenue 
officer under this section before the results can be entered in 
the annual record. If a partition has been completed and acted 
on, and there is no dispute on the subject, it can be brought to 
record in the manner provided in section 34 of the Act. But^ 
there are not infrequent cases in which, after a partition has 
been made and acted on by agreement, one of the parties to 
the partition refuses to consent to its entiy in the annual 
record, or in which a co-sharer attempts to treat a temporary 
arrangement for the cultivation of the joint holding as if it 
were a final partition. If, when inquiring into a case of this 
nature in proceedings under section 34 of the Act, a Eevenue 
officer finds that the facts are such as to require detailed inves- 
tigation, he should leave it to the party who desires that the 
partition be affirmed to make the formal application contem- 
plated by section 123.’ 

No Eevenue officer, below the rank of first-grade Assist- 
ant Collector, can conduct the partition proceedings \ 


— Tenant-Law Cases. 

§ 15. Paois of the Tenancy Act not before noticed, 

I have given, in the chapter on Tenures, a sketch of the 
history of tenants and their rights under the Act XVI of 
1887. I have in this place further to add a notice of the 
duties of Eevenue officers under the same law. 

It will be observed the Hazara district has a special 
Tenancy Eegulation which modifies in parts, the operation 
of^he Tenancy Act as regards that district^. Here I am 
speaking of the Panjdb generally. After defining who are 
* occupancy-tenants ’ and who are tenants-at-will, the Act 
goes on to deal with rents generally, as regards occupancy 


^ The Partition provisions are 
among the best of the many im- 
provements the Act has effected. 
The old troubles about whether a 
Bevenue officer could partition the 
village site (as land not assessed to 
revenue), and what was to be done 
when a dispute as to right or the mode 
of sharing arose, or whether the civil 
court could act when, a revenue 
partition having been made, a 
sharer declared he had not got (or 


could not get) possession of the 
share allotted to him, — all these 
are now obviated. 

^ See as to Plazdra the end of 
Chap, II, p. 722. The L&jiHhtlm 
Depaiimenfs Prmjdb Code isnd editioi>j 
1888) very conveniently gives the 
Hazara provisions at the foot of 
the page, and thus enabh‘S thcj 
reader to see where the diffbrences 
are. 
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and other tenants. Under this head is treated the question ^ 
of commuting grain-i'ents to cash, and of appraising crops 
and dividing produce. Enhancement, reduction, and 
alteration of rents follow. Next come provisions regarding 
ejectment of tenants and the connected subjects of relin- 
quishment and abandonment of lands by tenants. Then 
follows the law regar<ling alienation of tenants' rights, 
and provisions regarding improvements and compensation 
for them in the event of ejectment. The i*est of the Act is 
taken up with Jurisdiction and Procedure, and ends with 
certain salutary provisions preventing contracts or entries 
in records operating to deprive tenants of certain rights 
secured to them by the Act. In view of this arrangement 
of subject-matter, the best course for us will be to notice at 
what points the action of the Kevenue officer may be 
called for. I may i*emark that the grades and designations Act xvi 
of the officials are the same as under the Land-Revenue 
Act 

It will at once appear that cases under the Tenant 
Act can be divided into two classes. (A) is a series of 
‘ applications,' which do not involve the whole process of a 
' suit,' and yet where an order is required or some action 
has to be taken, in respect of which there may be parties 
to be heard, and perhaps evidence to be recorded. (B) is 
a series of matters in respect of which regular smts have to 
be filed — only that, as they are eminently fitted for dis- 
posal by officers with revenue experience, these officers are 
constituted ‘ Revenue courts ' with a view to their disposal 
and to the hearing of appeals. 

A procedure is also provided, partly by the Act, partly 
by Rules under section 85; and the course of appeal 
applicable both to ‘ orders ' (on applications) and ^ decrees ' 

(in the ‘ suits ') is laid down. 

Tlie Act defines (under three groups) what are the Sec. 76. 

^ applications,' and what grades of Revenue officers may 
dispose of them, respectively. It is also defined (under 
three groups) what adv the revenue ‘ suits ' which Revenue Sec. 77. 
courts hear. 
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§16. Civil Courfs Jurisdiction barred. — Oases of doubt. 

In either case, the jurisdiction of any other Court or 
authority is bax'red. But under this head attention is 
called to the novel and convenient provisions of the Act, ^ 
which (i)give power to refer issues to the civil court; 
{%) provide for the final decision of doubts as to jurisdic- 
tion ; (3) prevent failure of justice arising from a technical 
want of jurisdiction, though the case has been fairly and 
adequately tried in the wrong Court. 


§17. A2^2^lication8. 

Referring to the first group as it appears in the Act, 
which comprises cases where rent is payable in money, 
that marked (a) refers to the common case of rents 
where the tenant pays the revenue and cesses with or 
without the addition of a ‘ malikdna ^ or payment to the 
proprietor ; and when, at a general assessment, the Settle- 
ment officer is distributing the burden over the holdings 
in the estate, the landlords may find it necessary to have 
the proper share of the revenue, which forms pai*t of the 
tenant’s rent, adjusted also. In fact, the tenant so far 
comes into the ‘ bachh he is one of those who have to pay 
a certain portion of the total (whatever addition he may 
have to pay besides, to his landlord). So also the addition 
which goes to make up the rent, may be calculated as a 
percentage on the revenue, and will require to be adjusted 
according as the revenue share is fixed. No rules have 
been issued with reference to these provisions, but Finan-- 
dal Commissioner’s Book Circular^ 41 of 1 887, remarks that 
the Revenue officers will be guided by the same regard to 
generally accepted usage and to the wishes of the parties 
as is usual when distributing land-revenue. On the ong 
hand it is desirable that the method of distribution should 
be in agreement with previous usage and have the consent 
of the parties concerned ; and on the other, that when 
disputes arise they should be decided on their merits, 
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without too rigid adherence to previous practice, if that 
practice has become unsuitable owing to altered ciinum- 
stances. 

(b) Bemission or suspension of rent under section 30 calls 
^ for no remark, but attention will be given to the principle 
that whenever a landlord gets any relief on his revenue- 
payment by way of suspension or remission, he is bound 
to pass the relief on also to his tenants. 

(e) It may be remarked that the effect of requiring the 
application bore, is to give the tenant fifteen days’ grace 
to pay up, before he is actually ejected. 

({/) liefers to the case where a tenant has no other 
objection to bring a notice of ejectment, except that, as a 
tenant who has cleared the land, he has a claim to com- 
pensation for disturbance or on account of any improve- 
ments he may have effected. 

(f) Nc*eds no explanation ; nor does (/). 

The head (g) includes an application (to the Collector 
only) by a landlord to be allowed to make an improve- 
ment on the holding of an occupancy-tenant. No rules See. 
have yet been made, but such applications are not likely to 
be frecjuent. On this subject it will be sufficient to refer 
to Finauckd Gonmimoners ComoUdated Circular^ No. 

17, § 10. The works are of two classes: in one, the 
improvement (e. g. qf canal irrigation) does not materially 
increaao the labour and cost of cultivation: in this case it 
is unlikely that any objection will arise. In the other class 
it does: e.g, by insisting on sinking a well, the landlord may 
be imposing on the tenant the ' heavy expenditure 
necessary to successful well-irrigation in the Panj^b.’ 
This it may be hard for him to undertake. If difficulties 
arise, they can be met by rules ‘ adapted to local require- 
ments and to the merits of each class of improvement.’ 

The sevond group comprises the tenancies in which not 
cash-rent, but a share of the produce, is payable, and some 
(|uestion arises as to its amount. The case (i) in this 
group corresponds with (d) in the first group, except 
that here there is no question of payment^ but only of 



See. 77- 


Secs. 29- 
30. 
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seeing that a notice in proper form and at the proper 
time, was duly served on the tenant. 

The third group are miscellaneous cases which are at 
once understood bj reference to the sections quoted. 

* 

§ 18, Buits. — Enhancement and Reduction of Rent. 

The revenue ‘ suits ’ which are heard under the Act also 
fall into three groups : (i) comprises suits between land- 
lord and tenant for enhancement or reduction of z'ent under 
section 0^4, for abatement of rent, and for commutation of 
grain to cash-rents. The application of rules of enhance- 
ment is always subject to section ‘w^hich gives to a 
Revenue court discretion to decide, within the limit fixed 
by the Act, the amounts to which the rent should be 
enhanced or reduced. In exercising this disci^etion, a 
Revenue court should, among other matters, take into 
consideration the circumstances of the tract in which the 
suit arises, and the rates of rent or mdlikdna previously 
paid. For example, in some parts of the Delhi division, 
tenants with rights of occupancy have hitherto paid little 
in excess of the current demand for land-revenue and 
cesses ; while in the Lahore division comparatively high 
rates of m^likdna have been common. It is not proposed 
at present to lay down any precise rules .... but this 
much may be said, that while the claim of the landowners 
to an increased rate of profit should be fairly satisfied, 
severe enhancements, much exceeding in their results the 
standard of rents commonly paid by other tenants with a 
similar right of occupancy in the neighbourhood, should be 
avoided 

It should be observed that a court cannot grant remis-^ 
sion of rent, without the previous sanction of the Collector. 
The record wiU therefore have to be forwarded with tbe 
grounds of the proposed remission. On a full cash-rent, 
varying in amount according to the results of harvest, 
remission for calamity should readily be allowed. But if 

^ Fimmial Commissiomfs Booh Circular, 41 of 1887, § 5. 
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it is a fixed rent of such a nature as to secure the tenant 
a large profit in a good year, remission should not be 
allowed, except on account of specially severe losses, or 
when a succession of bad harvests occurs. • 

^ Section 29 applies to all cases of decrees for arrears of 
rent. 


§ 19. BiULi to edaUmh or refute a Right of Occupancy, 

The second group of suits includes (d) suits to establish 
or <lisprove a right of occupancy: those suits of course 
depend on the elements of right recognised by the Act 
which have been discussed in the chapter on Land-Tenures. 


§ 20. Ejectment Suits, 

The head (e) Ejectment, in this group, is an important 
one. 

The remarks in Financial Commissioner's Circular^ 41 of 
1 8 8 7 , on the subj ect of ej ectment generally, deserve here to be 
quoted, though some of them refer to the ordinary notice of 
ejectment served on a tenant-at-will, which is not a matter 
of mit in all cases : — 

^ On the subject of ejectment the most important innovations 
are as follow : — 

(!) The date by which the notice must be served is earlier See. 45 (2). 
than has hitherto been appointed for this purpose. 

(ii) If the notice is not contested, the Eevenue ofdcer has Sec. 71. 
authoxity to determine any compensation due to the 
tenant, 

(iii) If the notice is contested, and the suit fails, the decree Sec. 45 (6), 
^ must dhrect the ejectment of the tenant, thereby 
avoiding all necessity for issue of a second notice. 

(iv; A court hearing a suit relating to ejectment is hound Sec. 70. 
to invite a tenant to state his claim to compensation ] 

^ and if ejectment is decreed, then to deal finally with 
that claim. 

(y) If ejectment is decreed and the decree bears date later Sec. 47. 
than the 1 5th of J une, execution need not necessarily 
be delayed till the ist of May following ; but the 
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court may, if it think proper, direct earlier execution, 
as may be fair in the circumstances of each case. 

^The word “year” in sub-section (2) of section 45 relates to 
the agricultural year, as defined in definition {i*j) of section 
4 ’ [and is the same— viz. i6th of June— as under Act XVII of 
1887], 

^ The provisions of section 49 on the subject of an ejected 
tenant’s claim to growing crops differ materially from those of 
the (former) law ; and will, it is believed, secure fair treatment 
equally of the claims of the tenant and of the landlord. Some 
illustrations of the section may conveniently be given here. 

^ (a) A tenant is served with a notice on the ist of Novem- 
ber, when he has not yet harvested his crop of maize. 
He may harvest it undisturbed, and may follow it 
with any crops which will probably be off the ground 
by the end of the agricultural year (15th June) ; and 
if the rent for which the tenant is already liable covers 
these crops, it would not be fair to charge him at the 
time of his actual ejectment with additional rent 
under sub-section 2 {a) of this section. 

‘ (h) Another tenant similarly served with notice, and having 
part of his land under sugarcane, clears that crop by 
February, and then sows at once another crop oft a 
kind which cannot be harvested in the agricultural 
year then current. This would clearly be an attempt 
by the tenant to evade ejectment and to extend his 
tenancy into another agricultural year. On the land- 
lord’s application, the court or Eevenue officer should 
either charge the tenant an additional rent for the 
new crop, or, subject to the payment of a fair sum 
down by the landlord on account of the growing crop, 
eject the tenant as provided in sub-section {2\ 

^ (c) A tenant who cultivates eight acres is served with 
notice of ejectment on 15th November, and, filing 
a suit to contest it, goes on with his husbandry as 
before. On ist August the suit is decided against 
him, and immediate ejectment is ordered. Ho hgs 
on the tenancy three acres of cJiari ^ and five more 
acres thoroughly prepared by repeated ploughings 

‘ Tlie greater millet (Holcus ^icatus) chiefly grown as a fodder crop, but 
also for the grain. 
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for rabi'^ sowings. The court executing the decree 
would ordinarily allow the tenant to reap the three 
acres of eharl before the decree is enforced respecting 
the land on which that crop is growing. But l^f the 
other five acres prepared for rabi’ sowing, the court 
*ivouH give the landlord possession as soon as he paid 
the cash sum fixed as the remuneration due to the 
outgoing tenant for his work in preparing the land 
for the rabi’ sowing. 

^ No advantage has yet been taken of the power given } 
equally In the previous Tenancy Act and in the new Tenancy 
Act to vary the dates prescribed in the Act in respect of notices 
and times of relinquishment and eviction. And experience 
has shown that it is convenient to adhere to the same dates in 
the province at largo. But there will be no objection to com 
sidering special proposals in respect of any mountain tract 
where different dates may be required by the special circum- 
stances of the- local agriculture/ 

§i^i. Other Suits. 

The remaining suits in the second and also in the third 
groups, do not call for much remark. Regarding the second 
^oup (/), it is only needed to say that ^village cesses' are 
for the benefit of proprietors, and are not connected with 
State revenue or cesses, or with the village officer's cess, 
by which lamharddrs and patwdris are remunerated. 

‘Village expenses/ or malba, mean the costs incurred 
by the headmen, as explained in the remarks on Village 
Tenures. If the co-sharers think the headmen have been 
extravagant, or have really not spent the money, or have 
been appropriating funds that ought to have been available 
to lueet such expenses, there will naturally be a dispute, 
and a suit of this class will settle it. 

In the third groiqy, suits for arrears of rent are always 
tubject to section %g. The suits under head {p) will occur 
when, for example, the lambard&i‘ applies for assistance under 
section 97, and the Collector refuses to issue summary pro- 
cess, when there is reason to suppose the lambardar himself 
to be at fault, or to have made a mistake in Ms demands. 

Toil. IL 3 ^ 
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§ 2^3. Procedure. 

The rules for procedure under section 85 in the matter 
of B^venue offi^eers and (qipliadionB to theiUj have bq^n 
issued in Notification 77 {Gazette Extraordinary of xst 
March, 1888, page 79). 

As usual in Revenue proceedings, the object is to get 
the parties themselves before the officers, to have plain 
matters of fact settled without technical objections. If a 
legal practitioner is allowed, that will not obviate the 
necessity for the party to attend personally. 

Costs of legal practitioners will not be allowed, unless 
the presiding officer decides that it is proper to allow them. 

The rules of procedure in sibits are treated as a different 
matter. No special rules have been issued, and probably 
there will be but little necessity for any, as the Act itself 
gives instructions on several points, and these, with the 
general procedure of the Civil Code, will probably suffice 
at any rate for some time to come. 

Rules under section 77 (4) have fixed the powers of 
Assistant Collectors of second grade, limiting them in group 
3 of this section, to R.5C0 in amount, and in the case of 
n^ib-tahsildars with second-grade powers to R. 1 00. 

§ 23. Arrest and Imprisonment of Tenants, <bv- 

It is important to notice that (though there is a process 
of ^immediate’ execution of decree for arrears of rent), no 
tenant, during the continuance of his occupancy, can }>e 
imprisoned in execution of a decree for arrears of lent. 
Such imprisonment would do more harm than good; it 
would take away the tenant from his worlc, and -wr}* 
probably throw the land out of cultivation for an entire 
season. And by rule 4, under the Tenancy Act^, a proces.s 
of arrest is not to issue (in either ‘application’ or ‘suit^j 
against a tenant or landowner who cultivates his o'vvu 
holding, between ist April and 31st May, nor between 

^ Notification 78, of ist March, tioned by Qommimni 46, 

1888 Gasetie of that date, p. 81. and ro6 (i), (3 «). 

(Eules made by the F, C, and sane- 
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September and i5tli Norember (these being the busj 
times ; the firstj that of gathering in the spring harvest ; 
tlie second, that of sowing the wheat and barley, as well as 
of getting in some of the autumn crops). ‘Keasons of 
urgency/ -whicli must be recorded, are allowed as an 
exception to the rule. 

§ !Z4. Object of the^e Eemarks, 

The student is expected io read the whole of the Pro- 
cedure and oilier sections of the Act and Rules : my object 
is not to repeat the Act or incorporate it in my text, but 
to call attention to salient points in which the Paiijab law 
may be exceptional or novel, and to explain matters that 
a student with the Act and Rules before him. might find 
a difficulty in understanding, if he has not already some 
local experience. 

§ 25. Oilier Ileudr of Rerenue Didij, 

I need only briefly repeat that this is not intended as a 
'manual of anything but the direct Land-Revenue duty of 
Revenue officers. I cannot therefore include subjects 
vbi^/Lre^fZy'Nsonnccted with Land-Revenue functions, and 
which occupy a prominent place in the Financial Com- 
misdoners Cirnikm: such as duty under the Act for 
the Acquisition of Land for Public Purposes; duty under 
the rules relating to the Court of Wards {Financial Com- 
rtilHi<kjners (Jonml Circular, No. 57) ; regarding advances 
for agricultural improvements and loans for agricultural 
purposes generally; duty under Act XX of 1883 {Consol. 
Vlrcvhfr,ll\o, 55 )^ with reference to District Boards ; or under 
the" Canal Act (VIII of 1873 ; GofisoL Circular^ No. 53). 

* I Iiaw tlu‘ nature of future assessment (see page 593, 

the /Wnf/wuiftonlod to the maker ante). For the rules as to granting 
of ii«|iroV4»inenlH aid of loans loans and the terms of re-payment, 
0? otherwise) in the matter of &c., the C/mtku’ must be referred to. 


END OF YOL. IL 



